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THE 
ACROPOLIS, 
ATHENS 

The Acropolis is 
a cultural World 
Heritage site of 
ancient Greece, 
famous for its beautiful 
temple complex. 
It lies at the centre 
of Athens, the city 
considered to be 
the birthplace of 
democracy. 

RLD 
People today have inherited many things from the past. Some of 
these things are from nature, while others were made by people. 
We call this inheritance our world heritage. It includes beautiful 
landscapes, spectacular buildings, historic cities and ancient 
monuments. This heritage is something to be valued and protected 
so that it can be handed on to future generations. This book explores 
how people work together to save our world heritage. 

In many countries, different organisations 
work to protect our heritage. They may 
be governments, charities or private 
companies. However, UNESCO (the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
O rganisation) supports these efforts. The United 
Nations (UN) was set up after the Second 
World War (1939-1945) to enable the different 
countries to work together for the benefit 
of the whole world. UNESCO is one of the 
parts of the UN. It was set up, amongst other 
things, to promote and support cultural 
activities and education. 

As part of these activities, UNESCO's World 
Heritage Committee decides which places 
can be officially named, or designated, World 
Heritage sites - places that are, as UNESCO 
states, of'Outstanding Universal Value', so 
important to the world as a whole. These sites 
are broadly divided into two groups. 

First, cultural sites created by people, which are 
usually historic. They can be individual buildings, 
from fortresses to factories. They may also be 
entire villages or whole cities centres. 

The second group is made up of natural 
landscapes and geographical areas. They range 
from forests and deserts to caves and waterfalls. 
These areas may be important because of the 
plants and animals they contain. Some sites fall 
into both the natural and cultural categories. 

NERITA 
IN NUMBERS 

UNESCO SAYS 

Heritage is our legacy 
from the past, what 
we live with today, 
and what we pass on to 
future generations . 
Our cultural and 
natural heritage are 
both irreplaceable 
sources of life and 
inspiration ... 
World Heritage sites 
belong to all the 
peoples of the world, 
irrespective of the 
territory on which 
they are located. 

SAGARMATHA NATIONAL PARK 

This park is a natural World Heritage §fllle in NlqsJL !Ins 
spectacular landscape is dominated by Mount Everest 
(Sagarmatha), the world's highest mountain at 8,848rm. 

1,154 World Heritage sites in total 

897 Cultural sites 

218 Natural sites 

39 Mixed cultural and natural sites 

52 World Heritage sites in danger 
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THE FIRST WORLD 
HERITAGE SITES 
The first list of World Heritage sites was agreed at L'ANSE AUX MEADOWS 

HISTORIC VIKING 
SITE , CANADA 

an international meeting in Washington DC, USA, 
in 1978.Just 12 sites in seven countries were on the 
original List, compared to 1,154 in 167 countries 
today. Even at this stage some of the main trends of 
the future were clear, for example the variety of sites. 

Discovered in 1960, the 
remains of this camp 
provided evidence of the 
first European settlement 
in the Americas in the 11th 
century CE. Previously 
people had thought 
Europeans only reached 
North America in the late 

NAHANNI NATION AL 
PARK RESERV E, 
CAN ADA 

This huge national park was 
listed for its spectacular 
geographical features including 
river canyons, hot springs and 
cave systems. It is home to 
the Virginia Falls, one of North 
America's highest waterfalls. 

Mesa Verde, in Colorado, is list ed 
because of its ancient Pueblo Indian 
houses, usually built into the rock 
cliffs. Over 4,300 archaeological 
sites have been discovered in the 
park. The Pueblo culture lasted for 
900 years, from 450 to 1300. 

... ~---- 15th century. 

YELLOWSTONE 
NATIONAL PARK, US A 

Yellowstone is most 
famous for its geysers, 
a type of hot spring 
found in volcanic areas. 
Two-thirds of all the 
geysers on Earth are 
found there. The park is 
a refuge for rare animal 
species including bison. 

GALAPAGOS ISL AN OS, 
ECUADOR 

The 127 islands of the Galapagos 
lie 1,000 km from the continent 
of South America. Thanks to their 
isolation, many unique species of 
animal life developed here. British 
scientist Charles Darwin formed his 
theory of evolut ion after a visit to 
the Galapagos in 1835. 

CITY Of QUITO, 
ECUADOR 

The capital of Ecuador, Quito, 
has the best-preserved historic 
centre of any city in South 
America. It was founded by 
Spanish colonists in 1534 and is 
packed with old churches and 
mansion houses. 

AACHEN CATHEDRAL, 
GERMANY 

Aachen Cathedral grew up around 
a beautiful chapel, built between 
793 and 813 CE forthe Emperor 
Charlemagne, who ruled much of 
western Europe. He was buried 
here in 814. The catnedral's 
architecture inspired many later 
church buildings in weste,rn Europe. 

ROYAL SA LT MIN ES, 
POLAND 

One of Europe's earliest industrial 
sites, the Royal Salt Mines show 
how mining has developed from 
the 13th to the 20th century. The 
site includes underground chapels, 
workshops and storehouses. 

UNESCO SAYS 

The World Heritage 
emblem is used to 
identify properties 
protected by the World 
Heritage Convention 

HISTORIC CENTRE Of 
KRAKOW, POLAND 

and inscribed on the 
official World Heritage 
List ... Designed by 
Belgian artist Michel 
Olyff, it was adopted 
as the official emblem 
of the World Heritage 
Convention in 1978. 
While the central 
square symbolises the 
results of human skill 
and inspiration, the 
circle celebrates the 
gifts of nature. The 
emblem is round, like 
the world, a symbol of 
global protection for 
the heritage of all 
humankind. 

ISLAND Of GOREE, 
SENEGAL 

The little island of Goree, just off 
the coast of Senegal, was a centre 
of the slave trade between Africa 
and the Americas from 1536 to 
1848. The site includes a fortress 
and the House of Slaves, where 
enslaved people were locked up. 

Krakow's historic centre dates 
from the 13th century. It includes 
hundreds of palaces, churches 
and merchants' houses:- Important 
monuments include the cathedral, 
Wawel Castle, old city walls, the 
Jagiellonian University and the 
large medieval market square. 

SIMIEN NATIONAL 
PARK, ETHIOPIA 

Simien National Park was 
listed for two reasons: its 
unique mountain and 
canyon landscape(caused 
by erosion) and its variety 
of life (biodiversity). The 
Park is home to rare 
species of wolves, goats, 
baboons and vultures. 

ROCK-HEWN CHURCHES 
OF l.\LIBELA, 
ETHIOPIA 

These 11 churches were carved out 
of solid rock in the 12th century, 
a unique method of construction . 
It was a p lace of pilgrimage for 
African Christians unable to travel 
to Jerusalem, and so became 
known as 'New Jerusalem'. 

EARLY WORLD 
HERITAGE 
SITES 
MAP KEY 

Natural. site 

Cul.tural. site 

-
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ON THE 

DANGER LIST 

A World Heritage site is, 
by definition, in need of 
protection and preservation. 
However, as early as 1979, 
a new list was added to 
work alongside the World 
Heritage List. It is called 
'World Heritage in Danger~ It 
highlights sites that are under 
serious threat and aims to 
trigger action to protect them. 
It also helps raise additional 
money to fund this action. 

WORLD 
HERITAGE 
IN DANGER 
MAP KEY 
e Natural site 

Cultural site 

AU S T R I A - historic 
city centre of Vienna, 
threatened by modern 
high-rise construction. 

U S A - Everglades, Florida, in 
danger due to water pollution, 
urban development and rising sea 
levels caused by climate change. 

DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF 

T H E C ONG O - four 
rainforest sites, some 
home to endangered 

gorillas, are on the 
Danger List, due 

to poaching, illegal 
logging, mining and 

armed conflict 

The main aim of UNESCO's Danger List is to work towards 
a point where a site can come off it! The town of Kotor in 
Montenegro (formerly Yugoslavia) was the first site to be 
placed on the Danger List in 1979, after an earthquake 
destroyed or damaged many historic buildings and 
monuments. After many years of restoration work, Kotor 
was removed from the Danger List in 2003. 

In 1990 there were just seven sites on the Danger List, 
but by 2000 the number had grown to 30. Today, 52 sites 
are on the Danger List - 36 cultural sites and 16 natural 
sites. Some 70 per cent of sites in danger are located in 
Africa and the Arab States. This is due to a high level of 
armed conflict at various times in the past 20 years. Some 
countries feel it is a sign of failure for one of their sites to 
be listed as 'In Danger'. But in the long run this is one of 
the best ways to help save a site. 

S Y R I A - six historic cultural 
sites, induding the Ancient 
City of Aleppo, on the Dang 
List, due to armed conflict. 

I NO O N E S I A - tropical 
rainforest of Sumatra 
threatened by poaching, 
logging and road building. 

l I BY A- five historic cultural 
sites on the Danger List, due 
to armed conflict. 

Because of their nature, nearly all sites on the World Heritage List 
are under some kind of threat, whether or not they are placed on 
the Danger List. At least one of the 'dangers' (see panel) can be 
found almost everywhere that heritage sites are located. Many 
cultural sites are very old, and this puts them at risk as well. In the 
coming pages, we will look at the work to save all World Heritage 
sites, not just those on the Danger List. 

FOR SITES 

• Urban development 

• Armed conf lict 

• Environmental factors 
(e.g. climate change) 

• Industrial and 
agricultural 
development 

• Lack of planning for 
conservation -
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MEET THE HERITAGE 
WORKERS 
Around the world, hundreds of thousands of people work to protect heritage 
sites. Because these sites attract millions of tourists, many jobs have been created 
as a result of World Heritage status. Ticket collectors, security guards, cleaners, 
maintenance workers, tour guides and translators are among some of those 
directly employed at sites. Many jobs are also created indirectly through tourism, 
for example hotel and restaurant workers. Some work relating to protecting 
heritage is particularly specialised. 

SOME OF THE 
INVOLVED 
WORK • • • 

HERE ARE 
PRO FESS I ONS 
IN HER I TAGE 

PL ANNE RS 

Planners work to ensure that land and 
buildings are used in line with local 
regulat ions and government p lans. They 
aim to balance the needs of business 
with those of local residents and the 
environment. Planners try to make sure 
that development around a heritage 
site does not damage it, for example 
by causing pollution or by spoiling 
views. When historic city centres are 
heritage sites, they try to make sure new 
buildings are in keeping with the historic 
nature of the city. 

On World Heritage sites, architects work on restoration projects to save major buildings. They use the best 
available technology, new and old, to preserve the building's original structure and appearance. They also work 
on new buildings within historic city centres or close to heritage buildings. Here, the challenge is to design 
modern build ings without spoiling the character of the area - and getting others to agree to them! 

RESTORERS 

Restorers usually work on individual historic objects, such 
as paintings, sculptures, furniture and books, although they 
may also work on entire buildings. Conservation work is 
very specialised and often time-consuming, taking months 
or even years to complete. Patience and steady hands are 
essential! Increasingly, technology is used in restoration, for 
example in computer analysis of ancient paint. 

WILD LI FE RANG ERS 

Wildlife rangers are on the front 
line of protecting natural heritage 
sites, particularly their biodiversity 
and wildlife. In many parts of the 
world, being a ranger is a dangerous 
occupation. Since 2012, at least 
384 rangers have been killed in 
Africa by poachers or illegal miners 
and loggers. Rangers have great 
knowledge of the animals and 
landscapes they are protecting. They 
work as guides for visitors to the 
sites. They encourage local people 
to protect the sites they live in, too. 

HISTORIANS 

Understanding the history 
of a heritage site is vital 
for its preservation. During 
restoration, historians 
research a site's past to 
help return a building to 
its original state. They find 
clues in old documents about 
past building techniques 
and plans, so as to advise 
restorers and architects. 
Historians also present 
informat ion to the public 
who visit sites. New historical 
discoveries can change 
our understanding of why 
buildings were built, and how 
they were originally used. 

TOURISM MANAG ERS 

Tourism is important for heritage sites 
because it brings money to both the 
site and the local area. However, it 
also brings many problems (see page 
30). Tourism managers work to find 
ways to make tourism as beneficial as 
possible for a site. For example, they 
might find ways to encourage visitors 
through the year rather than just in 
the summer to reduce crowds at 
peak times. Some managers promote 
'eco-tourism', or travel that is more 
respectful of the environment. 

SI TE MAN AGERS 

The site manager of 
a World Heritage site 
organises on a day-to­
day basis, finds and 
co-ordinates the other 
people needed to ensure 
its smooth running and 
up-keep. Site managers 
are the main contact 
between sites and the 
World Heritage Centre. 

Like historians, archaeologists look for clues to the past, but they 
find them in the remains of the buildings and the traces in the 
earth left behind by the people who lived there. Working with 
other scientists and historians, they try to establish what was 
there in the past and where it might be useful to explore more 
by d igging. 

NATURA L 

Many different scientists contribute to our understanding of natural 
World Heritage sites: geologists uncover the processes that formed 
our rocks and landscapes, oceanographers study our seas, naturalists 
explore life on Earth and its huge variety (or biodiversity), ecologists 
find ways that life interacts with its surroundings. All t hese scientists may 
work as conservationists, working to protect the natural world. -
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CHAPTER 3 : 

E PAN DIN 
In the last 70 yearsJ the world's population trebledJ going from 2.5 billion 
in 1950 to 7.8 billion in 2020. At the same time, many people have moved 
from rural areas to cities. Today, 56 per cent of people live in urban areas, 
compared to only 30 per cent in 1950. This number is expected to grow to 
68 per cent by 2050. Urban development creates many challenges for 
protecting heritage sites. 

J AI PUR CITY 

The walled city of Jaipur is capital of the Indian 
state of Rajasthan. Founded in 1727, it was carefully 
p lanned from the start with a grid pattern of streets 
divided into districts, guided by both local Hindu 
and European ideas and built using the local pink 
stone. Jaipur City was named a World Heritage 
site in 2019. Like many cit ies in India today, its 
population is growing - it is now nearly 4 million. In 
1950, It was under 300,000. The city authorities are 
developing strict regulations to preserve the unique 
style of the buildings within the old city walls . 

ITIE 
As cities expand, they occupy more 
and more of the countryside that 
surrounds them, putting pressure on 
some heritage sites. Within cities, the 
growth of traffic and increasing air 
pollution puts historic buildings at risk. 
Land increases in value, making it more 
profit able to build modem tall buildings 
for offices or apartments, rather than 
preserving low-rise older ones. 

Meanwhile new construction can 
block out the views for which cities are 
famous. Instead of castles, temples or 
cathedrals, t all glass t owers dominate 
skylines. Roads cut through historic 
areas of cities. 

Protecting heritage from rapid and 
badly p lanned development can have 
many benefits, particularly by bringing 
in tourists who spend money in a 
countty. It is also an important part of 
maintaining the character and culture of 

a city, in a world where urban areas are 
coming to look more and more similar. 
This helps people to understand the 
history of their own city. 

It is not easy for governments to 
balance heritage and the economy. 
UNESCO provides advice on ways of 
doing this. The World Heritage Centre 
will also object to planned changes if it 
feels it will damage a heritage site. In 
2009, it took the Dresden Elbe Valley 
off the List because of the decision to 
build a bridge over the Elbe River, which 
flows through Dresden. 

UNESCO felt the bridge would bring 
too much traffic into the historic city 
and spoil the beauty of the Elbe Valley. 
UNESCO suggested building a tunnel 
instead. The German authorities felt 
the economic benefits of building the 
bridge outweighed its impact on 
the area's heritage. 
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