Curriculum vitae

Gregory Kourilsky
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10170 Bangkok, Thailand
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https://efeo.academia.edu/GregoryKourilsky

RESEARCH INTERESTS & AREAS OF STUDY

Disciplinary fields: anthropology; history; religious studies

Specialization area: Southeast Asian Buddhism

Research interests: Buddhist texts & rituals; history of Southeast Asia; religion & colonialism; pre-
modern & colonial law; kinship & ancestor cults; computerization of under-resourced scripts

Working languages: Irench (native), English, Lao, Thai, Khmer, Pali, Sanskrit, German

EDUCATION

2015 PhD in History of Religions and Anthropology of Religion, Ecole Pratique des
Hautes Etudes (EPHE), Paris, France

2007 Diploma in Khmer (Cambodian) Language, Institut National des Langues
et Civilisations Orientales (INALCO), Paris

2006 MA, History, Philology and Religious Studies, EPHE, Paris

2005 MA (eg.) (former French system), Lao Studies, INALCO, Paris

2003 BA in Foreign Languages, Literatures and Civilizations, INALCO, Paris

1995 Certificate in Audiovisual Media, Ecole Supérieure de Réalisation Audiovisuelle,
Paris

1992 Baccalaureate, French High School Jean Monnet, Brussels, Belgium

ACADEMIC POSITIONS

Jan 2020—present Associate Professor, Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient (EFEO), France
July 2017-Dec 2019  Research Fellow, Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient (EFEO), France

Fellowship held at EFEO Centre in Vientiane, Laos

Oct 2013—Sept 2015 Research Fellow, University of Bristol, United Kingdom

Department of Religion & Theology

Sept 2010—Aug 2013 Research and Teaching Fellow, Institut National des Langues et Civilisations

Orientales (INALCO), France
Head of the Lao Studies section

Sept 2006—Aug 2009 Teaching Fellow (Lecturer), INALCO

Department of Southeast Asian Studies

Sept 2007—Aug 2008 Doctoral Research Fellow, EFEO
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2024

20162021

2017

2010-2013
2008-2009

Series of lectures and specialized seminars on Southeast Asian Buddhism in the
framework of the “Winter School in Buddhist Textual Scholarship”, co-
organized by the EFEO, the EPHE and the Ludwing-Maximilians—Universitat
Hamburg (with Vincent Costantino Moretti, Marta Sernesi & Vincent
Tournier)

“Introduction to Research on the Languages and Buddhist Cultures of
Northern Thailand and Laos.” Seminar teaching for postgraduate students,
EPHE/EFEQ (with Frangois Lagirarde)

“Power and Religion in the Thai Realms” and “Economic and Social History
of the Thai Kingdoms.” Two summer courses for undergraduate students,
Faculty of Archaeology of Cambodia, Manusastra-Université des Moussons
(International cooperation project: INALCO/Royal University of Fine Arts)

“Lao Language and Literature.” Set of undergraduate courses (INALCO)

“History of Thailand and Laos.” Seminar teaching for undergraduate
students (INALCO)

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2005—ongoing

2009

2006

2003-2006

1999-2003

2001-2002

1996-1998

Consultant, Akteos (Paris)
Training and consulting for expatriates working in Southeast Asia

Survey, classification and management of the private collections and archives
of King Sihanouk of Cambodia (with Olivier de Bernon), National Archives
of France/EFEO (Paris)

Internal Audit Manager, EFEO (Paris)
Special advisor for the computing of Asian fonts and languages (Publications service)

Responsible for Distribution of Publications, EFEO (Paris)
Promotion, sales and management of publications

Corporate Director, Kracowska, Ltd (Paris)
Documentary and advertising film production

Associate Producer, Debsie Films, Ltd (Paris)
Documentary and television film production

Script advisor (Paris, London)
Co-writer and consultant for film production companies (Comme des cinémas, Ltd, ID2
Films, Ltd)

Media attaché, French Embassy, Vientiane, Laos (National Civil Service)

GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS

2019-2020

2018-2019

2018-2019

PSL Research University/ EFEO (France), € 12,700
Project “T'he Reading Habit and Adoption of Writing in the Thai-Lao Buddhist World
(14t-19th Centuries)”, part of the program “Scripta-PSL” (with Michel Lorrillard)

Lumbini International Research Institute (Nepal)/Retyukai (Japan), § 18,000
Research grant

PSL Research University/ EFEO (France), € 10,000
Project “Seript Taken Literally™, part of the program “Secripta-PSL” (with Frangois Lagirarde)
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2017-2019  The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation Program in Buddhist Studies (Hong
Kong)/American Council of Learned Societies (USA), § 140,950
Collaborative research grant (with Patrice Ladwig). EFEO/Max-Planck Institute (Germany)
Fieldwork in Laos and Thailand. Archival research in Aix-en-Provence (France)
2015 German Research Foundation (DFG). Research section: Manuscript Cultures in Asia
and Africa, € 293,500 (declined)
Collaborative research grant (with Volker Grabowsky). University of Hamburg (Germany)
20132015  Marie Curie Intra-European Fellowship (European Commission), € 231,300
Research grant. Unwersity of Bristol (United Kingdom). Fieldwork in Thailand, Laos & Cambodia
2007-2008  Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient (France), € 9,600
Field scholarshap (PhD) for research in Laos and Thailand
2006 Center for Khmer Studies/The Florence Gould Foundation (USA), § 3,000
Feld scholarship (MA) for archival research in Cambodia
2003 Institut National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales (France), € 1,000
Field scholarship for graduate studies in Thailand and Laos
PUBLICATIONS
Books

Lécriture tham du Laos. Rencontre du sacré et de la technologie. Paris: Cahiers de Péninsule (2005)

Book chapters and Encyclopedia entries

“The ‘Rammatthan tradition’ of Mainland Southeast Asia”, Brill’s Encyclopedia of Buddhism,
volume III (forthcoming 2024).

“Legal Concerns in 16th Century Laos. A Preliminary Study of the Gurupadesa.” In
Proceedings of the Third International Studies Pali Week Paris 2018 (Nalini Balbir & Peter
Skilling, eds), Materials for the Study of the Tripitaka, volume 18. Bangkok/Lumbini:
Fragile Palm-leaves Foundation/ Lumbini International Research Institute, pp. 263—
354 (2023).

“Candakuman, version laotienne du Candakumara-jataka (ou Khandahala-jataka) pali.”
La Découverte de I'Est. Raretés de la bibliothéque de la Société asiatique. Paris: Société asiatique
(2022)

“Filial Piety. Shades of Difference across Theravadin traditions,” in Routledge Handbook of
Theravada Buddhism (Ashley Thompson & Stephen C. Berkwitz, eds), London:
Routledge (2022)

“Jours propices, jours funestes. Calendriers traditionnels en milieu bouddhiste thai.” In
Calendriers d’Europe et d’Asie (Alain Arrault, Olivier Guyotjeannin, Perrine Mane, eds).
Paris: Ecole nationale des Chartes/Cendres (2021)

“The Unhissavyaya-sutta in Thailand and Laos: a Philological Approach.” In Kata me rakkha,
kata me paritta. Protecting the protective texts and manuscripts (Claudio Cicuzza, ed.), Materials
for the Study of the Tripitaka, volume 14. Bangkok/Lumbini: Fragile Palm-leaves
Foundation/Lumbini International Research Institute, pp. 1-54. (2018)

“The Institut Bouddhique in Laos: Ambivalent Dynamics of a Colonial Project.” In
Theravada Buddhism in Colonial Contexts (Thomas Borchert, ed.). London/New York:
Routledge (2018)
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“Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient (ceuvre au Laos).” In Encyclopédie de la Colonisation
Jrangaise (Alain Ruscio, ed.), vol. II. Paris: Les Indes savantes (2017)

“Bouddhisme laotien.” In Encyclopédie de la Colonisation frangaise (Alain Ruscio, ed.), vol. L.
Paris: Les Indes savantes (2016)

“Towards a Computerization of the Lao Tham System of Writing” (with Vincent
Berment). In Contemporary Lao Studies: Research on Development, Language and Culture, and
Traditional Medicine (Carol J. Compton, John F. Hartmann, Vinya Sysamouth, eds).
San Francisco: Northern Illinois University (2009)

“Institut bouddhique.” In Les mots de la colonisation (Sophie Dulucq, Jean-Frangois Klein,
Benjamin Stora, eds). Toulouse: Presses Universitaires du Mirail (2007)

Journal articles

“The ‘kammatthan tradition’ of mainland Southeast Asia. Where do we stand?” fournal of
the Stam Society 112—1 (2024), pp. 85-130

“Sortir du monde » dans la tradition bouddhique : s’élever ou faire un pas de coté ?,”
Inflexions 52/1 (2023), pp. 145-153

“Writing Pali in 16t century Lan Na (Northern Thailand): The Life and Work of
Sirimangala.” Fournal of the Pali Text Society 34 (2021), pp. 69—124

“De la ‘dynamique’ du droit bouddhique birman”, review essay on Buddhist Law in Burma.
A History of Dhammasattha Texts and furisprudence, 1250—1850 (Christian Lammerts).
Bulletin de IEcole frangaise d’Extréme-Orient 104, pp. 377-385 (2018)

“Governing the Monastic Order in Laos: Pre-modern Buddhist Legal Traditions and
Their Transformation under French Colonialism” (with Patrice Ladwig). Buddhism,
Law and Soctety 3, pp. 191-242 (2017-2018)

“Le ‘bouddhisme theravada’, cette autre invention de I’Occident,” review essay on How
Theravada is Theravada? Exploring Buddhist Identities (P. Skilling, J.A. Carbine, C. Cicuzza
and Santi Pakdeekham, eds). Bulletin de I’Ecole frangaise d’Extréme-Orient 100, pp. 361-368
(2015)

“Mabha Sila Viravongs, ‘Les créances de bienfaits des parents (bunkhun khong phomae).’
Présentation et traduction.” Aséanie 27, pp. 161-183 (2011)

“De part et d’autre du Mékong. Le bouddhisme du Maha Sila.” Pénnsule 56, pp. 107-142
(2008)

“Note sur la piété filiale en Asie du Sud-Est theravadin : 1a notion de gun.” Aséanze 20, pp.
27-54 (2008)

“L’Institut bouddhique ou la promotion d’une aire bouddhique lao-khmere.” Siksacakr
(EBHpsE) 89, pp. 68-79 (2006-2007)

Book reviews

“Rewniting Buddhism. Pali Literature and Monastic Reform win Sri Lanka, 1157—-1270, by Alastair
Gornall.” Bulletin de I’Ecole frangaise d’Extréme-Orient 108 (2023)

“Manuscript Cultures and Epigraphy in the Tar World, by Volker Grabowsky (ed.).” Journal of
Stam Society 105 (2022)
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“Cold War Monks: Buddhism and America’s Secret Strategy in Southeast Asia, by Eugene Ford.”
Bulletin de Ecole frangaise d’Extréme-Orient 105 (2021)

“Whiting for Eternity. A Survey of Epigraphy in Southeast Asia, by Daniel Perret (ed.).” Archipel 97
(2019)

“Charismatic Monks of Lanna Buddhism, by Paul T. Cohen.” Archives de Sciences Sociales
des Religions, “Bulletin bibliographique” 184 (2018)

“Deathpower: Buddhism’s Ritual Imagination in Cambodia, by Erik W. Davis.” Bulletin
of the School of Oriental and African Studies 802 (2017)

“Spirit of the Place. Buddhism and Lao Religious Culture, by John Clifford Holt.” Aséanze
25 (2010)

“@afuwnidanao Hiuasan vad-Fusndo, Lexique étymologique lao-pali-sansknit, by Bounthan
Sinavong.” Aséanie 20 (2008)
“Cambodian Buddhism: History and Practice, by Ian Harris.” Aséanze 18 (2007)

“Le Laos au XXI¢ siecle, Les défis de 'intégration régionale, by Vatthana Pholsena” (with
Douanglattana Souphanthong). Péninsule 52 (2006)

Unpublished work

Mangalatthadipani. A Working Edition [Critical edition of a Pali text from Lan Na-Northern
Thailand written by Sirimangala in 15241, 385 p.

Other outputs

Preliminary mission and report on manuscripts found in Tham Pa Fa cave, Khammuane

province (Laos). EFEO, May 2008

Caring for the Beyond: Two Lao Buddhist Festivals for the Departed. Documentary film (co-
directed with Patrice Ladwig), University of Bristol, 35 min. (2007),
https://data.bris.ac.uk/data/dataset/x4mw2brlzdual Sevd3vr7r3xo

Development of ThamWord, an add-in program for Microsoft Word for typing in Lao and
Thai dhamma (“Tham”) script (with Vincent Berment), Laosoftware (2005)
http://laosoftware.com/index.php

Work in progress

The Pavarabandha. A Thai Book of the Dead. Book (critical edition and English translation of a
meditation treatise of northern Thailand and Laos) to be submitted to the EFEO in
2025 (with Francois Lagirarde)

Instructions of the Masters’ (Gurupadesa). Book (critical edition and English translation of a
Buddhist legal text of pre-modern Laos) to be published in 2020 as part of the LIRI
series “Material Study of the Tripitaka” (Bangkok/Lumbini)

Praise the Buddha, Worshup the Forebears. The Significance of Parents and Ancestors in Thai-Lao
Buddhism. Book (revised PhD dissertation, 650 p.) to be submitted to the Ecole
francaise d’Extréme-Orient (EFEO).
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PRESENTATIONS, CONFERENCES AND LECTURES

“De P’historiographie 4 I’Histoire. Echanges intellectuels et méthodologiques entre le
Prince Damrong Rajanubhab et George Coedes”, Symposium Prince Damrong
Rajanubhab and George Ceedes. Collaboration and comparative approaches of the History of the
Kingdom of Siam, organized by EFEO & Fondation Inalco, 15 May 2024.

“Inscriptions: Texts, objects, or works of art?”’, conference Southeast Asian Archaeology & Art
History: An International Symposium in Honor of Professor M. C. Subhadradis Diskul, organized
by the Silpakorn University, Marriott Marquis Queen’s Park Hotel, Bangkok, 28
Novembre 2023.

“Illusion, attachement, renoncement, illumination. Quelques notions-clés du
bouddhisme”, Conférences de ’Alliance frangaise de Bangkok, organized by Sylvain Bano
(Alliance francaise), Bangkok, 7 November 2023.

“Relative Dating of a Code of Law from Luang Prabang (Laos”, Workshop ‘On
Inscriptions, ancient manuscripts and archaeology in Southeast Asia’, organized by
Songtham Pansakon & Gregory Kourilsky, Faculty of Archaeology (Silpakorn
University), Bangkok, 29 June 2023.

“L’Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient : 120 ans de recherche en Thailande », dans le
cadre du « Colloque interdisciplinaire sur les études franco-thaies », organized by
Faculty of Humanities (Chiang Mai University), Chiang Mai, 24 June 2023.

“Offense, sentence and status. A preliminary study of the Lao Soy Say Kham Code of
Law”, Third International Conference on Buddhism and Law, organized by Rebecca
R. French, Mark Nathan and Josh Coene (SUNY Buffalo) Buffalo Law School,
Buffalo (New York), 29 September 2023.

“Udissa and gun: Two key-notions related to filial piety in Tai-Khmer Buddhism”, 2023
Annual Meeting, American Academy of Religion, San Antonio (Texas), 18 November
2023

“Waeyakon choeng phannana nae klum phasa thai-tai: mum mong baep kham phat”
[‘The descriptive grammar of Tai languages: cross-cultural approaches’] (in Thai),
seminar Phasa, charuek lae prawatsat thar chak mum mong chao tang prathet [Language,
epigraphy and the history of Thailand from a Western perspective] », organized by
Thissana Weerakietsootorn, Ramkhamhaeng University, Bangkok, 13 February 2023.

“The Bualapantha: a Thai ‘book of the Dead’ ?,” paper given at the conference Future
Visions of the Past, EFEO-SAC collaborative research project (2023-2026) (Sirindhorn
Anthropology Centre, Bangkok), 25 January 2023

“Filial Piety: Shades of Difference across Theravadin traditions,” paper given at the event
Theravada Worlds: Introducing Two New Volumes (Siam Society, Bangkok), 16 July 2022

“Epigraphic and archaeological research in the Fang River basin (northern Thailand)”
(with Apiradee Techasiriwan, Vivan Saenchan & Phongsathorn Buakhamphan),
EuroSEAS 2022 conférence (Paris, Campus Condorcet), Ist July 2022

“The ‘kammatthan tradition’ of Southeast Asia: an epistemological approach,” seminar
Asian Buddhisms: Transmissions, Communities, Thought (EPHE/PSL—EFEO—EHESS), 7

June 2022

“Thai Journeys to Lanka. Historical Facts or Literary Schemes?”, 14th International
Conference on Thai Studies, Kyoto (Japan), 29 April-1st May 2022.

“What do we talk about when we talk about inscriptions ? Reflection from the epigraphy
of Southeast Asia”, CKS Epigraphy Workshop, Phnom Penh (Cambodia), 2
November 2021
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« Regard rétrospectif sur les travaux de Frangois Bizot consacrés au bouddhisme de I’Asie
du Sud-Est (1976-2000) », Seminar Langue, histoire et sources textuelles du Cambodge ancien et
moderne, EHESS-Inalco, 9 April 2021

“Buddhist Rituals for the Departed in the Lao Twelve-Month Traditions”, Cultural
Studies Series (CSS), Vientiane (Laos), 24 February 2021

« L’orientalisme a-t-il (ré-)inventé le bouddhisme ? Réflexions a partir des sociétés
bouddhiques de I’Asie du Sud-Est continentale », Seminar ‘Asies” EFEO/EHESS/
EPHE, Maison de I’Asie, 2 November 2020

“From and Beyond the Vinaya: Insight into the Buddhist legal literature of Northern
Thailand and Laos”, Current Studies and Research Activities on Pali Manuscripts and Texts
conference, Lumbini Research Institute (Népal), 17-22 February 2020

“Genealogy, typology, practice and impact of hemerology in the Thai world”, Good &
Bad Days. Hemerology across Cultures: Sources, Methods, Functions conference, International
Consortium for Research, Friedrich-Alexander Universitat, Erlangen-Niirenberg
(Allemagne), 4-5 February 2020

“Epigraphic Habit and Literary Reflection in Southeast Asia. Preliminary Findings”, 3rd
SEAMEO SPAFA International Conference on Southeast Asian Archaeology, Bangkok,
17-19 June 2019

« Reéflexions liminaires sur apparition et la perpétuation de I’écriture ‘exposée’ en milieu
bouddhiste thai», Séminaire Seripta — “Lécriture a la lettre” : pratiques épigraphiques et
réflexion littéraire en Asie du Sud-Est, Maison de I’Asie, 21 May 2019

“Script Taken Literally. Presentation of the project ‘Scripta-PSL: History and Practices of
Writing in Southeast Asia’. “Work in Progress” — An EFEO Bangkok research workshop on
archaeology, epigraphy, anthropology and prefustory, EFEQO/Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
Anthropology Centre, Bangkok, 25-26 February 2019

“The Empty Monastery. The transformation of temples and Thai-Lao Buddhist culture
between urbanization and rural migration,” (with Patrice Ladwig), paper given at the
Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences, Kunming (China), 17 January 2019

“The Gurupadesa. Legal Monastic Concerns in Luang Prabang, Third International Pali
Studies Week, EPHE-EFEQO, Paris-Sorbonne, 12—15 June 2018

“Les cérémonies des douze mois.” Laos-Thailande : le mythe de bounbangfay, Institut national
des langues et civilisations orientales, Paris, 6 June 2018

“Jours propices, jours funestes : calendriers traditionnels en milieu bouddhiste thai.”
International Workshop on Calendars in Europe and Asia, Ecole nationale des Chartes/
EFEOQO, Paris, 46 October 2017

“The Unhissavyjaya in Northern Thai and Lao traditions.” Second International Pali Studies
Week, EPHE-EFEQO, Paris-Sorbonne, 20—23 June 2016

“About the Figure of Ariya Metteyya in Northern Thai and Lao Buddhism.” Past and
Present of the Future: Temporal Dynamics in Thai Buddhism workshop, EFEO, Chiang Mai
(Thailand), 26—29 January 2016

“Caring for the Beyond: Two Lao Festivals for the Deceased.” Center of Buddhist
Studies, SOAS, London, 30 April 2015

“On the Pali Literature of Northern Thailand and its Transmission in Southeast Asia:
The case of the Mangalatthadipant of Sirimangala.” Theravada Cwilizations/Luce Foundation
EFEO Conference, Chiang Mai (Thailand), 19 December 2014
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“From Monastic Repository to Museum and Digital Archive: Transformations of Forms
of Usage and Storage in Thai-Lao Buddhist Manuscript Culture” (with Patrice
Ladwig). Conference Manuscripts and Archives, Center for the Study of Manuscript
Cultures, University of Hamburg, 19-22 November 2014

“Buddhist Manuscript Culture in Thailand and Laos.” RETH seminar, University of
Bristol, Department of Religion and Theology, 28 October 2014

“Research on the Mangalatthadipani, a Pali text from Chiang Mai (Northern Thailand).”
First International Pali Studies Week, EPHE-EFEQO, Paris-Sorbonne, 16—20 June 2014

“Pour une anthropologie par le texte : deux rituels pour les défunts en milieu bouddhiste
lao.” L'Asie du Sud-Est : approches pluridisciplinaires (seminar), EHESS, Paris, 12 May 2011

“The Institut Bouddhique in Laos: Ambivalent Dynamics of a Colonial Project.” Conference
Theravada Buddhism under Colonialism: Adaptation and Response, Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies (ISEAS), National University of Singapore, 24—25 May 2010

“From Lan Xang to Laos: Where and What is Lao Buddhism?” The International Workshop
on Buddhism and the Crises of Nation-States in Asia, Asia Research Institute & Faculty of
Arts and Social Sciences, National University of Singapore, 19 June 2008

“Towards a Computerization of the Lao Tham System of Writing” (with Vincent
Berment). First International Conference on Lao Studies, Northern Illinois University,
DeKalb, 20-22 May 2005

“Exemple d’écriture oubliée par Unicode: I’écriture tham du Laos.” Workshop Natural
Language processing and under-resourced languages, TALN-RECITAL, Dourdan (France), 10
June 2005

REVIEWING AND PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Siam Society (Thailand), Council member

Journal of the Stam Society (Thailand), editorial board member
Pénminsule (France), editorial board member

Pali Text Society (United Kingdom), member

Société Asiatique (France), member

Manuscript reviews for Aséanie, Arts asiatiques, Buddhist Law & Society, Bulletin de PEcole
Jrangaise d’Extréme-Orient (BEFEO), Journal of the Siam Society, Moussons, Péninsule (journals),
“Publications de I'Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient”, Brill’s Encyclopedia of Buddhism,
Handbook of Epigraphic Culture.

Evaluator for the Marsden Fund Council, Royal Society Te Aparangi (New Zeland)

ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSABILITIES

Oct 2022—present Member of the EFEO editorial board (France)

July 2022—present Council member of the Siam Society (Bangkok, Thailand)

Jan 2022—present Member of the EFEO Scholarship Award Committee (France)

Dec 2021—present Co-coordinator of the research unit “System of thought and practices:

diffusion, adaptation, exchange” (EFEO, France)
Sept 2021—present ~ Head of the EFEO-Bangkok office (Thailand)




