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Short Biography

I grew up among the rice fields, rivers and forests of north-central Thailand. As the child of a mixed ethnic family,
I quietly harboured many questions of identity and subjectivity. | had to encounter with cross-cultural life always,
my mother is half overseas Chinese (Hainanese) and half ethnic Lao, while my father was of Black Tai ethnicity.
Our diasporic family endeavoured to construct and negotiate a space for our difference within the context of Thai
nationalism.

When | was given the opportunity to study at Chiang Mai University, | joined the Department of Anthropology
to pursue the questions of my youth. After completing my B.A. in Anthropology with an award in Research
Excellence, | accepted an invitation from the Heinrich Boll Foundation to be the coordinator on an Alternative
Media project. During my year as coordinator, | travelled around northern Thailand, visiting universities and some
ethnic communities to conduct training workshops in writing and documentary production for students and ethnic
community members. | then applied for graduate studies in the Department of Anthropology at Thammasat
University, where | undertook full-time coursework for two years, followed by one year of fieldwork in the deep
south of Thailand and one year of thesis writing. This culminated in my MA thesis, entitled “It's tough to be
Melayu: Ethnicity, Meaning and Negotiation in the Everyday Life of the Melayu Ethnic Group in Thailand’s Deep
South” (2007) is my Thesis. Shortly after completing my thesis, | joined the Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre in
Bangkok, Thailand.

Over the course of my studies and academic career, | have pursued my vocation as an independent journalist,
activist, researcher, filmmaker, photographer and backpacker. All of these activities have been stones on the
pathway of my journey to find myself. As an anthropologist, my ambition is to be a cultural storyteller.

At the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology Center (SAC), | had many great opportunities to develop
my skills and embark upon research projects which took me beyond Thailand. In Southeast Asia, | did research
on borders, diaspora and ethnic identity issues in the deep south of Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore. In Bhutan,
together with a team of leading Thai anthropologists, | served as an ethno-photographer and photography trainer
for researchers at the Institute of Language and Cultural Studies. My last position at SAC was as project director
for research on Conflict and Multiculturalism in Thailand.

At the present time, | am a lecturer in the department of media, arts and design, Chiang Mai University and also
have a position of Ph. D candidate in Anthropology at the Free University of Berlin. My doctoral research explores
sensory-scape among the racial tension and postcolonial multiculturalism context at KL, Malaysia.

Education

1998 Study in Geography, Chiang Mai University (scholarship student)

2002 B.A. In Anthropology, Chiang Mai University (Research Excellence Award)
2007 M.A. In Anthropology, Thammasat University

2016 - Doctoral candidate, anthropology, Free University Berlin

Scholarship

1998 Academic Excellence Scholarship (1 year)

2016-2018 Gerda Henkel Foundation (2 years)

2019 - 2020 Visiting Fellows, Harvard — Yenching Institute, Harvard University

(10 months)
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Employment
Assume the position of Full-Time Lecturer at Chiang Mai University on July 15, 2015
Book (In Thai)

Aiemueayut, Sorayut. Sensory Melayu. Pattani. Patani Forum. 2015. (An anthropological non-
fiction - on the process of translation to English)

Aiemueayut, Sorayut. Payoh Nok Yadi Nayu — It is hard being Malay, Bangkok. Matichon.
2016 (based on Master degree thesis in Anthropology)
- Honorable mention in documentary writing from The Office of Basic Education Commission,

Ministry of Education. 2017

- Second best in documentary writing from Seven Book award. 2017

Aiemueayut, Sorayut. The Pursuit in between a distance of the seeing. Bangkok. Between the
Line Publisher. 2020. (The creative writing research on psychoanalysis and sensory)

Aiemueayut, Sorayut. 2022 Becoming Melayu: Exploring Ethnic Identity in the Thai State and
Searching for the Meaning of Self. Bangkok. Gypsy.

Teaching and Research Interest

Visual and Media Anthropology, Sound Anthropology, Anthropology of Arts and Creativity, Sensory Politics,
Psychoanalysis and Anthropology, Digital immaterialism, Southeast Asian studies, Colonialism and Post-
colonialism

Research Area

Malay Peninsula (Thailand’s Deep South and Malaysia and the oversea Indians) Mainland Southeast Asia
(Thailand and Mekong Region)

Language Fluencies

Thai (Native speaker), English (Good; listening, speaking, reading and writing), Bahasa Malay (everyday
communication), German (everyday communication), Tamils (basic)

International Conferences (Paper presentation)

“Engaging the Civilizing Mission: The Khamu and Chinese Rubber Plantation in Lao PDR. In Association for
Asian Studies (AAS) Annual Conference. Philadelphia. USA. 2014.

“East-West: route, people and cultural performance”. The Detmolder Sommertheater, Detmold, Germany, 30
April 2017.

“Becoming Right: The Paradox of Art Activism in Thailand” In The workshop on Right wing and Fascism in
Thailand. Department of Development Studies, University of Vienna, Austria. 1%t and 2" June 2017.

“Into the Cage of Harmony: Yasmin Ahmad and the Narrative Forms in Malaysian Media” In The Asian
Conference on Media, Communication, and Film 2017, Kobe, Japan. 27" -29"" October 2017.

“The Re-production of Freedom: Malaysian Tamils, New-media, and the Digital identity” In The International
Symposium on “Media Freedom”, Lund University, Sweden. 15" March 2018.

“The Digital Community of Playbour: Malaysian Tamil and the haunting of labour in the age of the digital” In 3"
Asiascape: Digital Asia conference (DIAS) at Leiden University. The Netherlands. 29 May 2018.

“Light, Object and Visualisation: Prospecting Photographs and Objects from fieldworks and Attempting to
Understanding Others” at Auditorium 1, Museum of Anthropology, Thammasta University, Thailand, 28 August,
2018.

“Time and Space of Unreal Cities ” at Malaysian Design Archive, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 10-11 November
2018.



Commentator on film screening (with Dr. Sine Plambech, Film director from Danish Institute for International
Studies) entitled “Heart bound: A different kind of Love Story” at Main library, Thammasat University, Thailand,
18 December, 2018.

“The Vernacular aesthetics and the pictorial digital ethnography in Malaysian Tamil community” In The
international conference: GLOBAL TRACES: Art Practice, Ethnography, Contested Heritage, University of Oslo
7- 8 February 2019.

“Hearing Nation: Malaysia, Foreign worker, and the noise” In 11" The international Convention of Asia
Scholars, Leiden University, 16-19 July 2019.

“Allah! What do you see in our society” In European Association for Southeast Asian Studies, 2019. Humboldt
University of Berlin, 10 -13 September 2019.

“Vernacular politics and Malaysian Tamil pictorial digital ethnography” A paper presentation at Harvard —
Yenching Institute, Harvard University, 3 December 2019.

“Vision as Danger: The death of a foreign photographer and his disappeared camera in Thailand’s 2010 anti-red
shirt military operation”. paper presentation in 14" the International Conference on Thai Studies (ICTS14), 29
April — 1 May, Kyoto, Japan. 2022.

“Re-placing Borderland/ Re-imagining Home: Tamil immigrant and Everyday technology used in downtown
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia”. paper presentation in panel entitled “Re-imagining Connectivity: Southeast

Asian Borderland through the Lenses of Zones, Infrastructures, and Technologies”, the 7th Asian Borderlands
conference. 23 — 25 June, Seoul, South Korea. 2022.

“Prathét Thiiay (szmemas): The Aesthetic of Resistance in Thailand Political Crisis”. In at 18" International
Conference on the Arts in Society at Jagiellonian University, Poland. 2023.

“After the 2014 Thai Coup d’état: artn’t Collective and the Aesthetic of Resistance”. The public talk at the
Department of Development politics, University of Passau, Germany. 2023

“Listen to the Nation!: Sound Politics and the Making Sense of Imagine Community in Malaysia” the
Association of Southeast Asian Studies 2023 Conference. 27 — 30 November at the Faculty of Social and
Political Sciences, University of Indonesia, Depok.

“Faith site in the Pavement: Modern Islamic Urban Development, Polytheism, and the Radical Tension in
Malaysia” 10th ICONSEA, 7-9 December 2023, University of Malaya, Malaysia.

International Journal

Sensory Melayu: An anthropological non-fiction (on the process of translation to English) The first chapter
(English version) has been selected in the project "Public/Scholarship: A reading of translation in, of, and from
Southeast Asia". Wednesday, 18 November 2020. Organised by Prof. Tyrell Haberkorn with the Department of
Asian Languages and Cultures, the Center for Southeast Asian Studies at UW-Madison, and the GETSEA
Consortium. Translated by Juria Toramae. This chapter is expected to be published in the special issue of Wasafiri.
The issue's theme is "Southeast Asia and the Littoral”, slated for 2023.

Documenting Intangible Culture for Sustainable Tourism: Disrupting the Tranquil Image of Chiang Khan, Loei
Province. (co-author with Dr Alexandra Denes, An anthropologist, and the UNESCO facilitator)
(Accepted to be published 2023, The Journal of Language and Culture, Mahidol University)

The Red Algorithm: Smartphone and Collective Achieving through the eyes of the protester in Bangkok 2010

The working paper for the workshop entitled "Digital-scape of social life: Rethinking anthropological
methodologies and methods" at Harvard — Yenchiang Institute, Harvard University. Organised by Hang Thi Thu
Troung and Sorayut Aiemueayut. This workshop has been cancelled due to the spread of COVID-19 in 2020. At
this present time, | pitched the first draft to be one article in the Journal of Contemporary Asia's special issue



proposal. The issue's theme is Revolution, Reformation, or Reinterpretation: Legacies of the Thaksin government.
(Accepted — expecting to be published 2024)

“A Chronicle of "the Open World" and the Chiang Rai Biennale 2023”. Curatography: The Study of Curatorial
Culture, Issue 11Ethnic of Flourishing Onto-Epistemologies.

“BEAM 2023 EEREFERE "M, WA E Curatography: The Study of Curatorial Culture. ISSUE 11
ZEEERERSRAY B ERMRTE (translated by Joanna CHUNG)

Sounds Exhibition

“Muted and Blinded: Plural Sounds at the Border” , 2015. (International Exhibition on Sound of ASEAN at
Museum Siam, Bangkok, Thailand)

Titled “Muted and Blinded: Plural Sounds at the Border,” this section of the exhibition presents the diversity of
sounds and voices in borderlands by means of “sound ethnography.” We believe that sound is a type of language,
which is the space of dominant and resisting ideologies. Sounds also represent forms of life styles that vary
through cultures. In this respect, sound ethnography is the representation and description of similarity and
variation of cultures that occur between the listener and the people and environments that generate sounds. This
presentation is perhaps a way to understanding complicated ideas and feelings that are unexplainable in literary
or verbal forms. Sound ethnography is thus a process to deconstruct mythologies in Thai context.

After field research, we collaborated with the people of two communities located at Thailand-Burma borders.
They are comprised of ethnic Tai Yai, Yunnan Chinese, Lahu, Lisu and many other local people. We divided
sound for this presentation into four groups:

1. Sounds of modernity. This is because the border that we experienced are no longer isolated or
backward, but it is rather the area of investment and development.

2. Sounds of Buddhism. People in both communities are followers of many religions and beliefs, such
as Theravada Buddhism, Islam, animism, Catholicism, Protestantism, and Confucianism. This section
also covers education system of English, Arabic, and Chinese.

3. Sounds of Everyday Life. One aspect of borderland people’s lives is their cohabitation with nature.
The people are familiar with sounds of wood, water, and winds that blow through natural materials.
Additionally, sounds of market life in the morning represent wealth of cultures and languages that diverse
ethnic groups use for communication.

4. Sounds of Stateless People. Borders are the area where states intersect and where war refugees and
other migrants from elsewhere temporarily sheltered. We collected these people’s sounds in forms of
songs, poems, lullabies, and interviews.

Not only do these sounds reflect beauty and hope of the people, but also they are eyewitness of violences
that result from boundary demarcations and the determination whether ones are welcome or not welcome
by the state.

At the moment when Thai state and countries in Southeast Asia are promoting ASEAN Community by
holding state-state economic cooperations as the core, this part of the exhibition wants to present that
ignoring people’s experiences, particularly the borderland people’s, is a reproduction of the central
state’s mythology. Hearing experiences of the people represent consciousness of cultural community
which itself encompasses economy and politics.

Films

Living with God and other spirits: Goats Sacrificed in local Islam community, Thailand. 2010.



Voices under rubber tree: The ethnic labor in Chinese rubber tree plantations, Lao PDR., Thailand and
Cambodia. 2013.

Three fragmented stories: Immigrants along Thailand and Burma border. 2015 (International Exhibition
on Sound of ASEAN at Museum Siam, Bangkok, Thailand )

Whose is this land?: Searching the right of the landless people in Thailand. 2016 (Foreign
Correspondent’s Club of Thailand)

Photos Exhibition

Photo exhibition on Title “Picturing the Malay people,” SAC. 2011.

How to make eye contact with them?: The photographs of landless people. 2016 (Foreign
Correspondent’s Club of Thailand)

Selected Work Experiences

2001 - 2002
2003 - 2004

2004 - 2007

2007 - 2010

2010 - 2013

2013

2014

2015

2015 - 2016

2017
2020-2021

Independent Journalist

Coordinator of Alternative Media project

(supported by Heinrich Boll Foundation)

- Teaching Assistant in Anthropology and Multidisciplinary in Social Science,

Thammasat University

Independent Researcher and Photographer

Researcher at Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhon Anthropology Center (SAC)
Ethno-Photographer in Intangible Cultural Heritage Workshop in Bhutan

(a collaborative project between SAC and the Institute of Language and Cul
tural Studies (ILCS), Royal University of Bhutan

Project Director, Conflict and Multiculturalism Group Research Project, SAC
Exhibition Curator on Title “Tea, Tea-horse Road and Pilgrims in Bhu
tan,”SAC

Exhibition Curator on Title “Makyong: The Cultural Performance and Intangible Heritage
across Thailand’s Deep South and Northern Malaysia border,” SAC.
Lecturer in Ethnic Studies Program, International College of Mekong Region,
Chiangrai Rajabhat University, Thailand

Ethnographic Photographer and Filmmaker

Columnist

Special Instructor in Conflict, Multiculturalism, Violence and Sensory Anthropology in
University (Thammasat U. and Chiang Mai U.)

Editor, Newsletter of Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhron Anthropology Center (SAC), Thai
land.

Ethnographic Photographer and Filmmaker

Editor, Journal of Social science, Chiang Mai University. on the special issue
“the question of “Social” and “Movement” in Thailand

Lecturer in Department of Media, Arts and Design, Chiang Mai University

Full Time Lecturer in Department of Medias, Arts and Design, Chiang Mai
University

Editor, Journal of Media, arts, and Design, Chiang Mai University. On the
special issue “digital culture”
Editor, Journal of Media, arts, and Design, Chiang Mai University. On the
special issue “visual culture”

Translating Editor, Introducing Jacques Lacan. (From English to Thai)
A mentor on the workshop in art project entitled “Human right — Human
wrong”, Chiang Mai, Thailand.



Work in progress

- Nameless Death: The Struggle of the Peasant Movement in the Northern Region between
1973 — 1976 (an ethnographic documentary, director and film screenwriter)

- Chiang Mai: Soundscape in the age of Anthropocene (an ethnographic documentary,
director and film screenwriter)



