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THE BUDDHA'S FOOTPRINTS 

lly 

I l. If. l'!li:"-/CE R! LJL\LA;-;: KAIL\:\.\, (1) 

Aceon1iug to JlllJJ\llttt' buliu[ bttsu<l 011 olcl litumLnn\, tlwru tH'u livu 
guuuiuu FoutprilltS or thu Bnddlm: the rust <Ll'lJ imit.LttiOIJi'l. 'l'hu 
llttJJHJK u[ tlw tivu plaeuK whuru t.l\() Footprints :tl'u to lw fuuucl :tl'u 

givun tLK fullows in tlw P£tli i:Lilg'llHg'U :--

1'-ln nt~l~HL!ll i"Ui ku :Sn \'tl\1 ~utp:tlllmtu S unmiutkft te Y oitak <1Jli1I'u 

Nttiulltttcli'Lyn. u;tll!yii, paJie:tpii.dtt\'tlt'<Ll!t V<LtHliillli dumto. 
'J'Iw t.hruu Footpriut.s, aL ,'-\nmt,l\H11lliilii;;~;-I 1lo uot. know wlwr1~ iL 

iH; YonilktLpnm, Uruuk eity, prohLlJly in thu Panjnl1 or Afglmnistn.u; 
mul NttlllllltLilii, IL rivet', wltieh Jl11WK tlu·cJllglt <~oJttr;tl IIIdi<L <lown to 
tlw cm.LHt. of :\Indt·as, ltl;U o1ltsidt~ tltu Kl:upu or tltiH rmpur. CH tlii~ Jivo 
tutnws, only two euJWul'll IlK lwn\; SuvH.!,Il,mpablmLn hns l>uen idl~llti

tioLl ns 11 hill in :Sinm, and HuJIJ<LlHLki:ltn, is kuowu in pt'L;sunt-dttj' 
g·eogmphy ns Acl:un':-; Pou,k i11 Cuylon. 

In IllY pt·esotJt ]"~LIHH' I prop11S1~ t1> sptmk, fin.;t, ol' tlw Footprint to 
tlw nol'th-n:tst of 1\yndhyn., Oil a hill in the cliHtl'iet of Snmlmri, 
known 11s Snntl,l~l:lp:Ll>lmt<t. It is !Jot lll,Y purpose to <luscribo tlw 
Footprint, with its 'L\!inplu !Lllil untbniklingH ILJH1 gi'Ounds n:-; tlw,y 
stttud to-cby.. Hathur will I spuak of its hiHtory, how mH1 whm1 it m1s 
cliscovut·ec1, Ot' possibly t'e-discoverurl It ·will 1JO of intm.·o::;t to rmdir.u 
the u1tout of the venembon i1i which tho Footprint lms been hu1d by 
the people of tltu conntry, rt'Olll king to po[LS!LDt. In 110 SltltllllliC[LHUl'U 

it is so l!Uld still. It wil1, ag11in, he interestiug to note how the 
'l'umpk gmnuds luwe huon thu HCeno, on countless oecnsions, of diR-

pla.yl'-lt~= skill in sp=>rt~ uud g'ILllluH, the ~~:wn,_ ~:~t~o~e_cll_l~~~~~1nll so 

(l) ; . pa.pel' l'entln.t n. genm·nlmecti1'g of the Siam Society lJeltl on the 20th 
of De embel', lllil4. 
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forth; how the Footprint lms pt·uviducl oeetts.iow-t ror tlw calling 
together (I won't Htty mobili:;mtion) of at any rate H<Htw of Llw 1\ iug's 
forces, and how it has a/t'on1ml opportunities fm Llw No vuruign to bt~ 

with his people ontc;iclc tho cnpitttl, thus contrilmtiug, if otlly i.u
clircctly, to tho ofiicieut tt<lutinistmtiun ol' Lito Statu. 

In the secoml pttrt oC my pnpor, I prupoc;u t<> tonclt lJt'iufly on tlw 

H.)'lllholisw of tho Footprint, t11l<1, with your purlltissiun, acl \'ltlteC tny 
own view on it. Any new theory .on Hnch nn old snbjueL is HueeHHI1-

rily 11 bold one, ILJHl f !topu thrtt l.umy C:UI111t Oil your illllu!guuco. 
I will now Leginttt the Leginuittg ttJHl go lntek to u1w of t.ltn uldust 

kuown piecus u[ litemtnrc~ in wltielt tho snl>jud lms Luu11 fnnnd. I 

1 efor to tlw tld:itlflt1l~:r;'1tmr:J~n, tlmt is to s;ty, thu UuuttHUilLttrius of 

thu Buddhist Soriptmus. 

'l'lw 'N:l:lend~n, or Buddhist NeriptmoH, al'e tluseri!Jucl as ~'flfiJ"JW:, or 
\\'ords atLi'ilmLe1l Lo the MttHLut·. Tltu Buuk~ tLt'U usmdly Hpukun uf 
.ill Eugli,-ilt tLs tlw ~aetwl 'J'cxLH, aH clistinguishud frm11 the UumJuen

ttn·ios. 

In tltu Stwru1l TextH there iH a elH1pLor eutitlud ~~W ltWJl'VIlbr?l, thnt 

iH, "Cltaptot· on tlw t.uucl1illg impttrLI~cl by t.lte Budcllm tu a disciple 

mtmed 7vi6~, Pnn."(l) lHmy uxJ>!aiu, purlmps nunecuHsttriiy, thttt a, l:mlilt, 

Ill' ~l'l rnay lw didactie, tLtH] t:()llsists umiuly m· wholly of tL tliHcomse 

gi vcu by the Mttstur; ur it umy be ltistorietLl, and relr1tes to ttn enmt 
or chain of evunti':i. 'i'ho ,..;ullt~ to w hic.:lt I refm· is a clichc.:tic one in 
tlw ~nuruJ Texts, but iu thu Ouuunentmy it IJueomes mainly 11 story, 
with nmnv miracleH. " . ,. 

I will give yon tL gi~:~t of tlw Htory in tlw Oollllllentttries, but before 
doing Ho 1 would rotnttl'k, iirst, thttt the Curnmentttries were written 
in Ceylon many centuries rtfber the clemise ol' the Bmldlut ; t1nd the last 
pt1L'Ls, i 11 which our Htory t1ppo11rs, wero written t1h::mt nine hundred 
yel.1t'H n.fter the Muster's death. I would rem11rk, secondly, that the 
Footprint is btLrely mentioned in the Sacred Texts themselves. I htwe 
1.1sked a Ptili scholar, on whom I rely, to look through the Saered 
'l'ext!'l and give me a, note on the description or clmmcteristics of the 
Buddhn's Footprint. He reports h11ving found it mentiouod in three 

j:l:;~;,~",;~~jl~~::·e~:.~;:·/;,~~:;,:;~,::2~;;~:::~::::~~;"~1~:: 
Cb,dmet'>! ; F·ttrthel' Dwloy1ws oj the Bnddlw, n, p. 307. {. 
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Fuot.print a:-; cuub~iniug crrkrrr. tll' wheul.", with HpukuH :wd oLhut· ellJ
lJulliHluuunLK. .A \Vlwd nmy lm Ul!llurHLoml Lo hun linu whieh .l:ormH 
It eirclu, ju::;L :ts in p:tlllliHtry thut·u nru lineH "·hieh form tl'i:wgluH, 
aud HO on. I llu uot know i[ it iH mru to Jiwl eirclus 011 tltu HoleH of 
onu'H fuet-I lmvu Hot lookutll'or thulll 011 lllitw, not being lllnclt of 
11 cuntortionist-lmt tt fric\ml tdls me thttt lte has two circles on his 
fuut. Hu does not claim to bu n Bncldlu.t Oll thttt account, and ha:-; 
tlwn\fOl'(J not gone to to lJWnttd hmnu. AK rug•trcls the embellislt
tu.uats llluntiunecl in tho ~3twruc1 'J'uxtK, the Comu1 entn riur:> expttl.td 
thum iuto tuns of pieLnrus-mw lmok givuH the munbur tts lOR The 
pieturus ttru said to bu it t1·uu, :L liuttcl-dresK, n luhm, tt white water
'lily, a lJlne Wttter-lily, tt reel Wittm·-lily, a Kpu:u·, a bugging-Low! ttml HO 
forth. You will find tlutt the hl'OJJr:e Footprint. in the Ntttimml 
J\lnHeU!ll i:-: euvmetl with pictureH; :-:o i:-; tlw CIIVI'I' of tho ]i'ootprint <tL 
l'hm Biid. Now, it i.~ iinpoKHihle tu lmliu\·u that tho comnwnttttrn·s 
intmtdocl it to be nuderstootl tlmt tlwt·(: wore l'Oid pictm·u,c; on tltu 
Footpt·ints; ttnrll auJ incliuucl to think that, 11s in ptthuiHtry thu lineH 
or swulli11gH 011 tlw ptdnt of the lmml tll'e C!itllecl hy diffc:rent JHtlJJus, 
so the lineK Ol' other fmttnros on tlw solu ol' the foot I !ltd lli11IlOH gi vun 
thmu. vVe still lmve pttlmiKtry l'ol' l'Ott(ling tltu lmnd. Hncl tltuy, 11 

few thonsitlld years ngo, tt Hilniln,r syHteJil l'ot' nm(ling the fooL? H 
tlwy had, tltc:n :-;m·dy tt "rurllily" iH not tL pietnru of t1 lily eolourml 
red, lJut a line m· :-;wulling scnJwwltut·u on tlw sole of it ftJot, juHt aH in 
pttlmi:-;try the "utmwt o t thu moon" rlou:-; not 11wan 11 pieL<H'D of n 
JtJouutttin or of' tho lllOOlL I mtmtoL quotu litm'ttturu to support my 
theory, lmt I im•tginu that the ulrl r;OlJllllUlltlttm·H provicletl Ho IJHLilY 
pictures ou tho Bn7l(lll!L's Footprint Lo knup out ulttinmnts to Buddlm
hoCHl. I I lilLY Htt.Y tlmt I bttvu lWVel' Huu11 tho aetmtl Footprint in th u 
rock nt Pln·to l3:1d, for it hrLK tt cover whieh, as I lmvo ~:mid, iH fnll ol' 
pietm:eH. I 111!1 told thttt the illlluHtatiou in the rock is hare, u,nd I 
IJI1ve not had sufficient curiosity to !tKk for the cover to he t'cuwved 
for inspection. 

:Wo\v the gist of the Htory from the Comnientaries. There lived 
in the district of Snnilpttmnta two hrotherR, :WV'Il1J

1
ill, the Elder Pun, 

:wd 9~:mrn, the Younger Pnn. 'J'lwy took tums to tnwel with 500 
! I , 

cttrts to tmcle in distant lttnds, aml on one occasion the elder Pun 
areiv(~d at Savatthi: while tho Buddha wn,o:; staying outside tho city. 
On tli~ morning after his arrival, the ~lwrclmnt snw a large nuuJbct· 
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or eitizuns passiug Lhrongh IL eity g:ttu, :LJHJ Oil euqniry waR told tlmt 
tlw Bncl<llm W<ts p·u:-;ullt in Lhu m:ighl)()nl'hoo<lpru:whillg tu Lin: pc:oplu. 
The ul<lur Pnu .ioinu<l tlw erowd <tiul was suo11 <mgrussu1l ill tlw wot·cls 
ul' the l\T:tstur; so JllllelJ so that tlwru nml Lltunlw l'l'K<>h·u<l to J'ullouneu 
his u:trthly position tu untm· tlw lltoltklwod. Tltis l1u did afkr lmnd
ing his t)Jttire wmtlth to his yonllger l.>rotlwr. Thuronl'tl:r he attuml
u<l upon the Bucldhn, fur instruetiun, aml Jimdly, with thu Master's 
approv1d, rupttirud to tL <listnut hut'Jllitng<) whieh hail huoJt pn·.p:tretl 
fur hil!J Ly his ln·utlwr. 

Dmi11g tin: following miny su:tson, thu y<Htngut l'nn, witlt iiOO 

ships, went on tt R<m-n>yngu aml1L!'!'i\·ml at HI! island wlwru thu !llul'
eh:mtH found 11n 1Llmlldt111Ce of s:tmlal ti'c:us. Haiti tlw lllUt'elutuis 
<LIIl<mg theJJJsuh·us: "'J'hiH isl:tllcl eo11taill . ., nothing lmt s:tmlnl-\\·ood, 
wl1ieh, howuvur, is lJJul'u ndllltiJ!u Ll11tlt our Jll<:J'eluuHiise. Ld us <"a.sL 
nw:ty unr gou<ls ltl!d rupl:teu tlwnt with this W<>o<l.'' Tlw Lt·eus \n·ru 
:weonli!lgly cnt clowu, an<l tilt) ships HUUll c::Lilu<l t1\\'H•Y with SILlld:tl

\\'oocl instead uf Llwi1· origiual e:ttguuH. 
Now, the islnnd was inlmhitucl by uvil spiritc; who disliked to litt\'U 

tl1eir treuH cut <lown l'UthkHsly, :1nd tltuy ru:mlvt\cl to Justroy thu 
merehauts wlwlus;tlu. 'l.'u :woid having human careo.ses pntrifyiug ou 
tlwit· isl:md, tlu:y pl:tll!lncl tu havu tlw ship:-; enpsi:;;ud in thu open sua. 
'l'hns 11 :mddo11 g·1tlu stnwk tli!~ lH;1tts, aml tlw HpiritH showucl tltei!J
seln;s in ILWI'nl t'ul'JJJH to duutomlisu the eruws. 'J'Iw youuger l:'nn, in 
llWilLttl pmyul', iuvukud his pions brother'i:l :1icl. 'l'he ulclur Pnn 
ttppu:tred Jl<mting in thu :tir, whm·uupon thu uvil Hpirits sct1ttered in 
fe:u·. The shipH ruLLll'!ltHl home K11fely, u.ucl e:wh merclmnt, iu grati
tndu, olfu1·ed tli!\ pions lll<Lil some uf his S<Lilclttl-\N>od. 'l'hey were 
told tlutt if tlwy clu.~irml tu helwl<l the Bnddlm in person, they must 
build 11 p1tvilion with thu sandal wood thuy had offered. They did 
fH>, n.IH] the ul<lur Pun, by hiH supunmtuml puwer, journeyed through 
ti!U nit· to tlw Bndcllm'c; abude, and invited him to visit tlw mercln1uts 
<Lilll pruneh to them. 'l'he Buddha, n.eeeptucl tho invitn.tion, ttiHl, tLeeom
prtniucl hy sevuml hundred members of the Brotherhood, tmvrellocl 
through the ~Lit• by utetl.llS or cunveyunceH provided by the gml Incl'm. 
On the wrty tbe Bndcllw. broke his journey to visit a heathen herll!it 

namud g{·~"lV,f'un~ SaeciLOHUdht1, to whom he preached. The herlllit waH 
ctmvertecl, t1m1 juined the travellers in the rest of their journey Li)r air. 
Aftet· :,petHling sovut·::d chys with the builclen; of the sandal [wood 
ptLvilion, the Bnclclha returned to Savatthi; but when pa.ssing tlre old 
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lwnnii.':-; hill, hn Rtoppc~cl Lhet:u ttg-:tin. The now com·ort wrtR ponnmc1-
c~d to nmutin in hiH old hortnittLgL" in orclet· to n~dil"y the \\'mng 
\'iuwH wltic·lt lw had pl'!~ttl:hml to the people o£ tlw 1wighbour\10ml. 
Tlu~ c•.cmvm·t, ntHlm·Htnm1 hiH dnty twc1 CllllHcmted to Rtcty, hut he nHkocl 

tltc: Bnclcllm to lmwu hiH Foutprint ttH n. memento of hiR viRit to tho 
eonnLt·y. Tho Mastel' dicl HO. Hence, I Hmy ttclcl, the Footprint to 
tlw ttorth-ettHt of Aynclhytt. On the Rttlllo journey, tho Bnddlm n,lso 
\'isitecl tho king of Rtmk<:s on the lmnk of the Nttl'lit:tcla Rivet', aHd 

lufL mlOtlwr Footprint there hy request. Tho Na,rnmda River is i11 
C'cmtml Inclirt. 

I hn.vo givm1 at r:on:-ddm·<tble length the Atory Il'Oill thu Connnunt
nt·ie>: on whic:h lH:liul' in the gunnitwnuHR o[ the Footprint i:-; haAocl. 1 
IW\ now rm1ely to tmn to SinMteRL~ history, nncl it is Coylon n.gnin to 
whom we ttro ilHlohted for knowledge ot the uxistmlCo of tho Foot
print in Si:Ltll. Bnt in the C011l'Re of my prtpm:, I Rlmllluwe occnHion 
to refer to the Bndcllut'R FootprintR in other conntrim:, not:Lhly tho 
onu 011 AclmH'fl T\~:Lk in Ceylon aiHl tlmt at Bodh Gttyn. in lmlitL, 
:tll!l it will be eonvenient to confer on om'H 11, cliRtinutinJ appelhtion. 
r propnHe to tmll Olll' Footprint hy the lltLlllC o[ the hill Oll which it 
HLftnclH, /.e. 6\T:llnl!!J:Idl'Hi1, Snvttill1t1pn.hbttLn (Golclen Hill), nlHl lwren.ftnr, 

~ . ' 

whut'tl it iH lH1eUHHl1l'.Y to diHti11gniRh it from other FootprintH, I will 
t'ui'lll' Lo it aH tlw ( lolclnn Hill Wootprint. 

llill'illg tlw ruign ol' t.h!\ Nit1llll~Ho King Song Dlmrlll of Ayncllty:t 
(cltwly !.7th em1tnry A. ll.), tt tmtnhor of SirttlwHe monks wont on n, 
pilgrinmgt~ to tlw Acbtn'H Pcmk l•'ootprint, in Cuylon. 'l.'ho Coy\oJWHO 
lltouks aHlwcl Uwm: "Why clo yon come hero wlwn, rweorcling to 
t.lw :-aLet·ucl ltook.Y, .Y'Jll lmvn 11 Bn1ldlm'H Footprint on Goldcm Hill in 
yo111' eonntry." 'l'lw Si:ww:-;e 11\0llkfl, on their rot.m·11 hom Ceylon, 
I'!'.[Hll'tncl tlto t~om·c:r;;:lJtion to ICing Song Dlmrm, who orclerocltlJ sonroh 
t,n IH .. I m:Mlu. 'l'lw Governor of RnnLlmri ruportml tlmt It lnmtPt' nmn
ml Y/W, l'nn (:t tHLlllUHttko of tlw piom; mnn in tho CommentnrioH) knew 

ol' 11 foot.pl'int on a l'Ock. '!'he hnnto1· had noticed that nn rwimrd 
whieh. he lutd Hlwt nnd wounded wont up rt hill t1llrl di:·mppmwod in 
tt tl;ick gTowth of vegetation, n,nd pl'esmttly emerged nppnrently 
without hmt. '!'he hunter was smpt'ifled, and on invr-,;tigation dis
covered n,u indentn,tion in a rock full of clear vvrtter. He dmnk it, 
and the cli.Yen110 on his skin diRappenred. 'l'he lnmter next empticcl 
the w:jter for a eloRel' examinn,ti.on of the indentrttion, and found it 
to he 'he nmrk of a lnumm foot. 'l'he TGng wa.'l entlnlRiu,Rtic ovm· 

... .. . 
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tho report, and f1et ont in st.nte fmm Aynrlhy11.. His l\hjesty t.l'<\.\'t'llud 
thu first, stn.ge of his jom·noy hy 1·iwn·, :u11l ],LlHlt•Jl n.t a plnc•t\ which 

I " hn,s Hince become known fLH vmfEJ Tn.-l'lUL, i. e. Boat-landing. Ji'l'Olll 
thoro the journey wnR continued hy land, the hunter, Y'Jl rt!\ihl, acting 
aR guick The King'H delight on beholding- Llw F'ootp1·int iH rer~cmlud 
in history. Many wore tlw eamlles rtnd incon,-H\ Htid.:•' whiel1 lw 

lighterl before it, nnd lw raised his folclcd lmnds to hiR lwnd ag<\ill 
tLnd ngnin. Ho dedicated tho R\ll'l'0111lding bnd, to the PXtl)llt or ten 
miloA in raclins, to the l1'ootprint, :mel rn·flpJ·ecl a 'J'r\IIIplu and lVfonas
tery to he hnilt on n, gncncl scnlu. By his eomumncl, n l'tmd 20 IIJULJ'I'H 
wicle WtcS lllnde betwecm Bo;tt-bJl(ling <end Golclon Hill. On tho 
riyer itAelf, r1 royal homw wrLH cm~.~t.l'11eterl, UlU .Ypot on wl1ic:h it Rtowl 

being c;tylecl ~ll~l:i'I'W?n, Trt-clmo-Rnuk, i.. !!. ''Landing wlwro Hoynlty 
!lerives EnjoymentR". The eonstnwtion of the Temple nnrl other 
lmilclings took four yoarR, nnrl tcftcr its cnlllplction tho King wont to 
tho Footprint ngttin; the festi\·itiuN in c:omwetion with this \'isit were 
on the gmndc\Rt Real e. 

'l'hm·o is no reeord in 8it1111ese hiKtory of nny wore viKits by King 
Song Dlmnn, bnt it is impoRsilrle to lw.lieve tlmt he 1wvm· went ttgnin 
clm·ing the nnrmining Aeventoen ymws of his life. In ttll pt·ohnhility lw 
visited it once tL ym1l'. King Song Dhm·m's elrle;;t Ron, who l'oignud 
only for tt yem· anrl seven lllOnt;lu'l, wtts prohnhly too nnlHtppy in Iris 
etLl'8()l' on the Throne to rmy a visit to the FooLpl'int hel'm·l~· his 
ttHRaHsination, and Song Dhnnn's youngest ROll, who J:ollowerl his 
hrother to the throne, wns only nine yent·s olrl. Within 1\ few weekH 
tho boy-king was cloposecl by the poworfnl nnrl n'l'nbitions nohlenlltll 
who hncl p!ncod hoth him twrl his hrotlwt· on thn thmne only to pnll 
thew dovm f.tgnin. 'l'he nohlmrH11l11Hlll'pnr1l;he i;IJ l'OJW ILllll ronn<'lecl hiR 
own rlynns!iy, ol' whieh the founder ttiHl King Nttmi wm·e Lite two llnt.
:thle lllOII:wehs. From the tillle of this 11Rill'[Wl', uvury King of Ayudhyn 
vic;itecl the li'ootpr.int, nnd for sonw of the Sovereigns the viAit wns n 
fixetl nnnnal event. Impt·uvemtmts i1nd repnit'R were macle to the 
'J'emple ami grounds from time to time, :end tho phtce became tc r6yal 
pleasme-gronnd as wnll as a shrine. After the fall of Ayuclhya, the 
first Sovereign of the pt·esont Dynasty ordered the restoration of the 

'J'emplo. The King, Wd":~'VIU<:.Hl~~l, nppointecl a commission to inquire 
into the history of: the Footprint nncl the ttdministmtion of tho\. Foot
print district. There is on record a statement mp,cle befmr that 

r \\ 
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eom1niHHion hy !t Footprint oHiein,l who Hc;rveclclming the ti111e of the 
Ayll<lhyn Kings. A pltl't from itR other clehtils, the stttte!llcmt is 
interesting in tlmt it !dfm•c]H 111\ insight into the syr;tem of government 
mHl<Jl' the KingR of the olrl :Oyna.stieH. It ttppual·s tlmt ft'Olll tlw time 
ol' King Song Dlmrm, tho chief of!iein,l of the Footprint \\'tts appoint
ed from the r.npitnJ ThnJ, would hu so, nn.tumlly, si1we, ttpnrt 
from the irnportrtncD o[ the Fo:>tptint n,s tL Shrine, the Rm·t·ound
in~· eonntl'y, with tlw ptda.ces, CtLVeR and sketHIIR etc., Wll.R the 
King'.<.; plen.snro gt·onncl, mul the chiul' otrieittl of the plnce mnst 
he n lllttll with knowlmlgc) of the Wtt.YR of the Conrt. Legttl 
clispnteK within the cliKtriet e;tllw hcfore him, ancl he had \Vl'itten 
im;trnctions tu gnide him as to the RtepK to take. Thn JllLllles 
of t.Jw juclgllK to whom thB Clt:-!CS Rl10nld bu htLlldecl OYel' ['ur tl'i:tl \\'el'l.i 
gi \'()ll. 'l'hns two ofHeittlR, Klmn srHtnd-Ru, wore to try ei 1·il ettfH:s, tt 
third oHieittllHtrl to btke crimimtl c:LHOH, othet'K tu trtke cnseR aiYt:cting 
thu l'H:c)-tiulds, :mel HO on. Yon will rmnernber thrtt lrtnd within a 
teu 111ile l'ltllinR wn.s clecl:Lrucl Footprint territory, rtnd HO jmiR<lietion 
within it cttnw parti:tlly nndor its otnciah I sn.y p:1l'tially, and not 
Hololy, lHlen.lUW whcru a Hne wttH to he imp·w:cl, it lmd to he imp<med 
1tt Loplmri rn· Santbnt'i, tho jndgmont ol: tho Ft>otprint Admi11istmtion 
court being fm•wtLrclocl to one Ol' tho othm· of: tho two townK. 

Mon: than om: hnnrlred yont•s ttttm tho cle:tth of King Song Dlw.l'ln, 

tho Rystmn of: jmisdiction w:1H modifiud by King tJj~_/'\:nr.~§ who ru

lll:tl'kc:tl tlu1t tL chiul' oHicittl :tppointed f:rom the crtpit:LI llfHmlly clind 
within :t ye11r or two, :twl it would hn wiHm' to appoint locnlmoll. Loeal 
lllen wm.·o honedol'th nppointed, and the King clc:en:ecl thnt tho local 
ofnei:tlK lllWil not g"> to tlw C!Lpit:tl twicu n yua1· to nttoncl tlw curu
mony ot d.rinking tho "\\'fLtor of Hrlelit.y ", :1s tho otRein.ls n.ppointecl 
fmm t.ll(\ c::tpitrtl h:vl to clo. lnstetL!.l, tho locu.J oflieinls were to prty 

honmg·o to thn V11RH:i. Cnnrllc (!.VhJ'WJ:i'l'i'n) whieh the King sent cve1·y 
y~.mr to lw kept n.light in tho 'L'emplo throughont tho miny ROtLHon. 
AH to jmiHdietinn, the loc1al oHicinls ti'Om then on wm·o complJtunt to 
tl'y and pttSR jndguwnt on smttll 1lispntos only. Otlwt· C:ltRes lmd to he 
Hmit frw trirtl olsowltero, rtncl Kerious eriminnl ettsos hall to go to 
Aynclhytt. 

Let us now tum to the visits or the KingK o£ Ayudhya ttnd see 
wlmt took place. There is a book compiled during the reign or King 
Tak ~f Dhonburi, between the fall or Ayudhytt and the establish
menttof the present Dym1sty in B11ngkok, which puts on record the 

... • 0 
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atTnngentents nmde for a, Yisit to the Foo(·print. hy otw ol' Llw lnst. 
Kings of Ayndhy:t. 

After an appt·oximate <l:tto for n royrtl 1·isit had IH~<\11 fJ:.u\d, it. was 
the duty of the Kt•tdahome (whieh is the llltllll' ol' Lltc• Ministry of 
War) to send men from se\'eml :;pc~eified 1 lc•.parLnH'liLK (1\nmt) tn 
build rest-houses on the river-J·ont.e l'm· tho 1\in,l.; and llWlllhUJ·:; of l1is 
household, (a h11·go nnmb1or of penplo, yon will rtll(lerst;Lnd), as well as 
for the princeR n,nrl their families neeolup:Lnying tlw RoYet·uign. '!'he 
river journey occupied one day, with a mi(l-\I':Ly J'cst ;Lt t!01m!>J'J< ahont. 
hrLlf: way. rl'hc nameR of olficinls whoso dnt.y it was to lJJ'I'JliLI't' l'O}'lll 
and other hn.rges :tre giyen in a long liHt., whiel1 nlHll C:'lntainH t.hP lialll!.>H 
o( the o/licirds required to providn 111011 to lll:lll tlJU bmtts, and to gin) 

them guns 1Lnd:11nrnnnitions. On one Yisit of King fJl:t/lnw§ thm·o \\'01'<' 

about thirty of what might he tm·nw1l "htwge~-ol'-th1~-liJw ", mwh lmrge 
being mentioned by its own 1mme, n.s we wonlrl rufEJ' to n gnnhmtt to
day. 'l'he princes who n.ccolllpttnir~d Uw Kill).!; had th1~ir rnl'll lmrguH 
which do not ttpper1l' in the li~t. Etwh prinec~ ttJHl nohlr~Jil:tll also hn,(l 
bargeH or other bottts to ctury h.i~ f11H1ily, HUl'\'ttlltH, lnggngu, kitehen, 
and so forth, n,ncl these, added t.o tho offiei:1l tt·;LllHport LoatH, lllllHt ha vu 
made the flotilla, a very ln.rge one. 'J'lw ~ecmo, in faet, ·waH that of 
an nrmy moving by water. Natnmlly, tho people ol' thn fllll'l'Ollml

ing country turned ont on the J'ivel.' to seo tho Kin.~· :mel his proc:nR
Hion, to enjoy the .fun provided <lming tho roynl v i.c;it, :md ineirlentnlly 
to lam boon, gain merit tllelllselvnH, so iJw.t thn rivrn· JllHHt lm1·c~ pl'o
sente<l a bnsy scene nll the way. 

'!'he King Htttt-tecl from tho ettpitnl in tho morning (f ltlll Hpunking 
fl'om the record of one viHit), and aniYecl:Lt the lut''if-w:ty J'l)Ht~honHE 

nhont Ill icldn.y. Hi R M nj esty lamlerl to t:L ke his 111 nnJ, aml l't\Hb•d /'or 
n few hours before continning hiR jom·1wy. Un arriv:Ll n.t BorLt-bnrl
ing, a sttty at leaRt, of two rhtys w:tc; nmd1l. Here :LgrLi n the army 
ordm· cnme into operation. OfHc.inls and peopl1\ of the loeality were 
l'Cr}nired to attend and place themHelvcH under the order of offieinlH 
from Ayuclhya. A number of bnrges had to be uwm·ed in f'rrmt of 
the roynl houses to act tts guard on the ri \'er. Other bargeR WL~l'e 
carried ashore so that they formed baniel'R rLgt1im;t rLny possible 
outside attack, the bargemen oecupying positions behind their boats. 
'fhe order goes into detail as to other forms of defence : for instance, 
cnltrops Ol' Rpikes wet·e laid on the ground to a breadth of 5 soks, 

r 
(22 metres), leaving 10 gaps to be guarded by companies of ren, 
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<:tleh r~onqutll)' t.o luwe 1 'B gnnR, !5 how:-; n.n<l !) Cl'ORH-how:-;. ]n 
:t<lrlit.ion t>:wlt PmnpttllY lmd :t gong anrl 50 men to patrol tho heat. 
'l'ht:J•t: Wt:J'c•. t.wo ertmHm :tt e:tch g·r1te-wr1y, m:Lrme<l h,v mm1 frmn sprwifi

<·.<1 Krmm:. 'rhe imlCJ' lin<: of ckfenen agn.im;t Hlll'lWiHe wrLR hel<l by 
lJHm whn:-;u KwnnR wert:: lllCJJtinlln\l. Sixty-two \\'fll' uleplmntR with 

gnn:-; fonnr:d an important pru't, of the :trlned emnp, an<l :-;o did the 

eavn,h·y. 'l'hu m·de1· of the g'llltrcling o[ t.hi:-; e:tmp on the l'i\'<;l' lmnk 
1'\ll\H to fi yc: oct:wo page H. 

ACter two r1n.y:-; the land jonnwy hogmL 'l'lw ru'lllY w:tR now 

im:J'OfLH~:d by mt:n, lJen.."tH, gnn.9, cnrts, c:k., whieh ]mel eollectucl hPfot·e 
tho King':-; <tl'l'iY:Ll, a.nr1 tho whole mo,·nr1 forward on Uw mty to 
Colden Hill. 'l'ho onler rnnR to ten p:tgeR. E:wh Krom was given 
it:-; plneu in the pl'rWeR:-;ion, Uw ehief ofliccrR bc•ing ment.ionml hy 
nttuw. 'l'lw ofliei:tl toluphants now nmnbererl 14.4•, lmt the hm·st~R 

\\'('l'C\ only no. Tho ll111llhr~r ol' et1l.'l'i<tgt:S iH Hot givrm in thu li::;t, lmt 
t.l1urc nnmt lmvu holm mnny, l'or the laclieH rmd ehilrlnm tnwellerl 
in thL'lll, :w<l nt lutLHt one prinee, who prol:ml>ly WtLH old. The hnlloek
r~:Lrt:-; wm·u inll1111Wl'ILhlo, for ol' emn·He thr,y provirlufl tmnsport for 
rdmost m·m·ything which wa:-; l'equirerl. 'l'lw c:1rt:-;, with hettst:-; 00111-

plote, wu1·e l'l)·;ni:-;itionocl from thn Hm'l'omtding eonntl'y tLH l':tl' tLR 

.T:tirmd, n,JHl :1 hmmoholcl which l'ailecl t;o provide a en,l't lmrl to pn.y r1 

tieal rtll(l n lmlf. L1ttt\l' rL King or<lerHcl that the tul'l·itol'y littl>le to 
ruqniHitinn wns tn he extondecl, hnt. pa.ynHmt in li<m ol' e:trL wn.H 

l<lsHmwd. A mnn'Fl hcnmeholtl Wt1R 110w rnqniro<l to JHLY only :1 qn:nter 
nl' 11 t.i<)ttl, tLIHl r1 wiclow's honHeholcl httlf tlmt :Ln1onnt. 'l'he enntrilm
tion wn:-;, I think, 1111 :tnmml one, fm· it is rln1i11itely Hbtt.ucl thttt tho 
JIIOllU" wa." to uo i~to tho 'l'ronHnrv, C\l11'llHLl'kt:rl fur t.h<) hirn ol' cttl'tH 

·' h ..., 

!'or tlw King's vi:-;it; to the Fnotprint. en,eh ymtr, 

'l'lw jomnny l't·om thn ln,nding to Uol<lcm Hill is 15.50 senR (ncnrly 

14. Jnilu."). Aniving in the 1tl'tnrnonn, thn King Rtoppe<1 his elephm1t. 
in l'ront. of thu 'l't:lllplu :tllll ·"wnng his wr•:tpon iu Httlntt\ tm nlahm·tLt<: 

lllO\'eJJlnnt which wns rqm:1t.erl tln·ue tin1e:-;, 'l'hi:-; is en,lkrl hv'ti~!!Z'n'll'mli 

I ht~.v~ never seen it done, and I believe the ln,:-;t DO\'Ol'oign to Halntn 
the Footprint in the tmditimml manner wns King Chul:tlongkorn. 

From tho recorr1 of 11 visit of a King of Ayuclhya. which I ttlll 

quoting, t.ho Sovm·eign, n[tor the st1lnte, went on to his rest-house on 

a stren1n, ~:l~illw!\11rm:r!1ll<J:W, rtbout 11 milo n.nd r1 qnarter from tho 'l'em
• pie, {he next dr1y he viRitcrl the 'l'emple, nccompa.nied l1y his fn,mily 

• • 
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and purAmutl rctimw. Inside the '1\~Jllpk lw lightucl candles and 
incenAe-Rtieks, covered pm·t of the .Ji't>otpri1tL with g·old lwwc~s, and 
nmdo presents to it, partienlnil'iy ~• pni1· o!' Ll't!ns, mtt\ ol' golcl, anrl one 
oJ' silwn·. He nex:t C<ttne ont of t.lw Temple ttlHl sat ou n 1-;tone seat 
unJer tho Bo tree on tho erlgu of n r:liff. I:f,; .-;c<tUered .~·old and 
siJym· t1oworR nmong hiH followun;, after wl1ieh t.illl rmttn·ta.illlnunts 
lHlgttll. 'L'hmle consiHtocl of boxiug, fencing, dnuiH with long-hnmllnd 
HWOL·ds ('Wooden bhtdeR) etc. Dra.nw.tie pt~J·fm'lllltlWOfi were given, and, 
in the eYoning, fireworks. 'l'lw monk~ wm·e libondly tn•ttLed with 
foml ~1nrl given pt·eRI'IttH. 'l'he festiyit.ieR, emnbirwcl with t•xenrsions 
to the CiWOH, mrnmtn,in HLruitmH, forestA, n.m1 HO 011, went OIL tlny n!'Let· 
d1ty, n.ncl tlw v\'L\ek waH im enjoy:thlo one. '1'1][) Court rdnrned to 
Aynclhya hy tho HlLlllC rontu, and, in the m·dirmry COlll'SU or things, 
tho Yisit \\'ltfl repeated next yt\tLl' nftm· tlw h.wvoRting of tho erop. 

You will lmve gathered tltn,t the Footprint wn.s a rich institution 
and posHussed g1·m1t trmtHm·es. T will muntion one i tom of Aneh tro
a.smes. In B .. E. 2290 (17 4 7 A. n.), the Govemur of Knilmri reported 
tlmt gold in the fm·m of sand hall been diNnovm·ml at Bang 8npttn. 
an<l f:m·wtH·cled 1.t sitmple weigbing 12 tie11lR. 'l'lto King orr1urm1 a com
missioner at the hen.d of tll'o thousand men t,o go t.tJ Rang 8it]mll to WttHh 

for the metal, 11nrl J·hoy rt~tul'llud with goill \\'eighing ovr~t· 00 cattioH, 
all of which the King mdm·ecl to he nscd for the donomtion of: tho 
Footprint Temple. 'l'ho spire of the HIILinl'uol' waH covol'nd with thiH 
gold, rot1ching qnite a long \\'i1J' clown. 'J'Iw tJ.·onsmeH of tlw Tmnplu 
invitee] plunder, n.nd dming the bst fiiegtl of Aymlhya, it was plnnrl
ored. Robbery of Footprint pi'Operty l)]'ohahly took plneu J·upt\atmlly 
dnring those tronblous times, hut it Wltfl JcJt to..,t.lw Chineso of a 
Yillago callerl Betel (ht·den to emn1nit tho fiwd act of ILlWlll following 
robbery, and the 'l'emple was entirely lmrnt clown. 

After thn fnJl of Ayudhya n,nd the l'onncbtion of tho Citpit1d a[:. 
Dhonlmri, King 'rn,k Cltnsud 11 temporary structure to he 1mt up on 
tho site of the burnt 'J'cmpie. That King Wf1H fully oeeupierl in 
putting down intornn,l risings n,ncl consolidn.ting hiH power, n.nd in 
keeping ont would-be invadet·s from Bumm nnd elAewhere; ttr1d ·ltc 
conld not find time for leHs urgent matters, ancl the building· of a 
now 'J'emple of the :l!.,ootprint was left to the first Sovereign of thn 

present Dynasty. King 'V'IJ~~'I'Ifi'LJ ~ ~~l orclererl that the Temple be re

built, ttnd desired his brother, the Wang"Ntt, the 8eeond King, to Anpet·
vise the conRtrnction, 'l'he latter wimt to Golden Hill with his ~rrny r . ! 



'rHl<; BUDDHA'S FO(:l'I'PlUN'l'fl 11 

among whom wore nrtiAtH, crnJtfnnen :tnrl othor workorR. He WitH tt 

pions llHtn, with very deep vcmm·ntion i'ol' tho Footprint, n.ml instua!l 
of travelling from the htmling· on :w nlophnnt m· any other convoy
:tnee, he walked tho whnlu w:ty. On his own shnuldm· was Ct1l'l'ic~d :1 

piece of timber to he nRerl in the eonRtrnction of tho Tc~mplo. It i.'> 
on record that at each l'CRting-plnct~ on tlw \nty, n ,qtnnd l1arl been 

prepnred for HiR MajeRty to place the timber while lw himHelf mRted, 

RO tlmt it nenn· touched ertrtl1. The '!'mnple built rlnring· the fh·Rt 
rnign has Rim~e hecn repnircrl nncl altered many timeR, nnd I clo not 

think we arc very proud of tho lmilrling· to-d:ty. 

I have nnw finiRhed tho hiRtol'icm1 prtrt o:f my pn,pco~', 11nd will next 
give yon my view on the difficult qneRtion of t.hc RymboliRJn of tho 
Footprint. Unfortunfttely, llmve miRln.id ,c:;omo of my papm·K Hineo 

tho rtl>olition or the Hnya1 InRtitnte, a,nd frmu this point, l nm writ

ing- without noteR, depending almoRt. entirely on memory. I mn 
thordore obliged to avoid going into !lotrtils, and Rb1te my view in it 

bald and perhapR unRatisfactory manner. 
Now, the Atndc-mtR o[ BnddhiRm arnong yotr know thn,t tlw BncldlHL 

WILH horn a pl'ince, nnd in the orclim1l'y com·Ro of things, would 
succeed hiR f:tther on the throne. Bnt he 11bandoned hiH princely 

Rtatns to arlopt the Aimplo life, Rpending hiR time in meditation. 
Ji'inn,lly Enlightenment cn,me. He was Buddha, fro111 thiH tillle on, 
for he Wf1R nwt·cly It HodhiH1tttvtt (ill>tontirtl Bndclhu) bofoto hifl En

lightenmunt. Now, Enlightcmment wrts the fil'st imporbtnt t~\'ent, 
not in tho lire of tho mtLtt, hut from tho point of view of his Heligion. 
Rurlclhism 1)()gttn not with tho hirth of tho prince, hnt with hiR 
Enlightenment. Hero I nu1y Hi1Y in llfl.t'entheses thttt Tam 11Ring the 
W!)l'(l Holigion in 11 ln·cmd SOllf\0, 8chohws lmvn Wl'itton how mneh or 
RudclhiHm iH Heligion, nnd how mnc:h of it PhiloHophy. I (]o not 
propose to toneh on the cli.-;tinction here. 

After his Enlightenmnnt., LlH) Bncldlm heRiLttLecl t1hont t.mwhing it 
to othm·R, l'C\Itlixing Llmt hiR nnetrine w:t.'i LliffienlL or eomprolwnsion 
hy ttn nntminocl mind, nnd it would he fntilo to teach it without 
pn,'in~t:tking prepamtion. Finally he deci(led to impal't Iris now-found 
knowledge to the five disciples who ha,d ltttely left him, and he 
jonrneyecl to Bemtre.s, where they httd gone. In the neighbourhood 
of t.hat city, he preached his FirRt Sermon. 'l'hat \YILR the Reconcl 

impol'tant event, hecanRe, if he clid not teach ttltel' attttining Enligh

t(mn{ent, he woulcl be moroly a d"lt'"l1l1N'\'1U, tlmt m to Hay, tt Bnddhrt 
t, I 

" 

l 
! 
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who, hnYing· nttainecl Enligltterlllll!Jli:., wnnkl not illi]IIU'L kliO\\'Ic·rlg·u 
to mankind. 

Tlw First Sermon wns l'ollnwerl l>y ntiHJl'H, an<l t.IJe MnsLm· spent 
tho rest of his long lire. moving- from pine(! to plnce f'or tlw instnw
tinn of the people in the WlL.)'S of pon.eo. His \\'awleJ·ings to :-;prenrl 

his te:whing :ue caJierl Y~'VITI"'J11Jl, which !nay heJ•u lHo translat.Prl n.s 
Pereg;rinnti.on. 'l'httt woR the third i.Hq>nl·t:tnt. sh•p, i'm· wilhont it 
the Hnligion would not, luwe l>Cen ostnblishurl, 

We llloVl!, then, tho three importfLnt RtepR in tho l>istory nl' til() 
Heli,ginn: the Enlightenn:ent, the First SorlllOll and tlw Purr•.gTination. 
TlwRo W<'l'O syq1boli7.ed aR follows: 

I 

Enlightmunent: a Suat, Wl~H'VIl~ (:tn<l Flo 'l't·er!); 

First Sel'llJOn : 1t Wheel, tl)J:J..JfliJnJ; 

Pl\rogrin:tti.on : It Footprint, WJ~!JTVl. 
As l'egardR the Seat, it i.s often lmrlm·stoocl in thi.'l cmmhy to 

symbolize the Bmldlut'R :Du;d;h, the Rrmt or Broneh IJL'ing· his death-lwd. 
'['I t I A r! I . I . . t f' 1' . ) . 1118, !L r;;f:l!'VI'Wf"!tlli':llAt! , t, lCl'!l lS a pn \'(JJ'l7.lllg' R 'OliO (or IIW< IC)])e, 

and a holo wllieh is pointerl ont to \'isitol'R nR :t spittoon. Bnt it, iR 

wrong to rog:trd the Scat, \lli:i~m\'W, ILR l'cfc\l'l'ing to thu .Bn<ldhn's Du11th ; 
for Dertth iR already sym1Jolir.erl by the 'l'hupa m· fruwml Jll<mnd, ·i .. c. 

... r! 
\lliJ:!"'J~\J. 'rho o.lrleRt stone pietnres of the Surtt, for inRtrtnce at. 
Bhn.rlmt, Hhow with it the Bo trou nnclor whieh E,nlighL!!mnrmt w:Ls 
:1ttained, and to me the tree elearly inrlictttnH the nwrtning of Lho Ru:tt. 

Regarding tho Aymbol Of' the ]j'it·Rt Sm·rnon, the Wlwol il :J,J"'J"lll, no 
exphtnation is JWPdecl. A very fine Rpccimcn of t.lw Wlwol is to lH\ 
rwen in i:.l10 Natimutl MnRemn in H:wgkok T "1\·ill show ynn n 
piotm·e on the screen presently. 

With regn,rd to the Footprint, i.t iR snroly tho nwsl; olJvi.ons S,YJid>ol 
of Peregrinntion. AR n real footprint recordA the pl'UHCJtco oJt tho 
:;pot of the owner of: the foot, Ro n representntion of the Bnclc1lm'R 
Footprint wonld ho evidence either of tho MnRter':o; actmtl viR.it to a 
place, Rtwh rLR Bodh G:ty:t, or, ln,trr on, of the fnot thnt his tmwlting 
had reached it. Its presence in Siam is :1 JTH1rk of the sprcn,d 'of 
Buddhism to this country, and not a record of the Buddha's actual 
viHit here. 'rlu1t must be the true significnnce of the Footprint, 
whether it be it nntnral imlentn,tion in a. rock which has or hfLs not 
been touched up by hand, or 11 mnn-made representation in wood, 
morta.r, stone or metnl. 

r 
( 
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'l'lw Wheel, DlmJtllll1tCrtklm. 

{ N ntimml 1\In!-lenrn, Bnng kok ) . 
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'l'he Walking Buddha. 

(National l\1nseum, Bangkok:). 
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On Llw nutiqnity uf the Fuutpriut Hymbul in Burlllhimn, I need 

only :·my t.h;tL the etLrly Bnd<lhistH, Hay before Uw th·Ht cuntlll'y hufme 

Chl'i:-:t, wonlcl nevet' lllttke an illlttge o[ the Master. 'J'lutt fur them 

wonkl ln~ fL H<tcrilege, tLncl when thuy wiHhetl to indicttte tho ]\[aster's 
presuneu, thuy merely ::mggoHtecl it hy tt ;;yiubol, such <H:I rtn umpty 
:-:leat or tt Footprint. 'l.'he Buclclhi;;t;; of the Kush~m period, (say thu 

Hecund euntury of the Cluistittn era), lmcl noi; such scruples, aml from 
thttt time uu, the Master's imu.ge becmne a principttl olemeut in 
Bmlclhi:,;t HculptUl'e. 

Let me show yon on tho HCl'Ben tt l'<:lW pictm·u;; of the scnlpt.nrocl 
ruliefs of the Blmrhut Tlmptt, which waH erectetl ttbout the micl<lle of 
tlw HuuoiH.l cuntm·y B. u. 

l'ictnro I. 'J'hiH pictm·o repruHunts tho proce:-:Hion uf a King vi!:liting 
tltu Bnddlm. Yuu Nt;u the King i11 n, chal'iot, 11nll he has with him 

tlw l'onr ::;ectionH of hiH nnuy : el ephantH; hon;e, ehttriot aud foot. 
'!'lie BULl<] htt iK rupre::;untucl in thu pictme hy tt Wheel. 

Pietm·e II. ThiH picturu depietH tho Buclcllm buiug wot·KhippeLl in 
Pttl'<1CliKu, Hu iK 1·upreHtmtml by hi~:~ hetLd-Jres:-:. 

.Pictm·u HI. Hoe the Sent mtcl tlw Tn~u, \\' hich uued no exphuatim1. 

'l'lwHuHtorw-picturuH, <1N I havu :oidd, wenllllttde in the second eeutnry 
H. u. TmagllH of the Bnd<lhn were not l!lade til1 over five hundred 
ymtrH ttfter lJiH death. It would Huem that once the Bndllhi::;tfl lmd 

clisetmlo<l tlwir scmple about llltLkiug inHLges of the lVhtitor, thoro was 
no further rettHun to t'UJ.H'esent l1im by Hyuil:lOIH. Tho imagei:l have 
huon llHLCJu in llltLilJ forms tLml we ]mve tltum in tho attitude of 
Mmlitation (piotm·e 1V), ]Jl'ettchiug tlw FitHt f::let·mon (pietnre V), tL!ld 
Perugl'intttion (piet•n·e VI). The Bucltllta in thiH la:;t pit:Lme i:; cttlled 

'Uti~V'i'VIU~ 2\ll in 8iame:;e, tlmt i:;, the WtLlkiug Bucli:llut. 'l'here tll'u 
v -

inmgu:-1 of tlte Buddlm in many other attitude::;, Hnch tLH the attitudu 

of Blo::;Hing, the tLttitiHlo of ForgivoneRH (pictmo VII), all of which 
llltL.)' bu suuu i u the M u::;enm. . . · 

AH reg<Ln1H thu Footprints or one or thu other of the two Hindu 
Ohid~God:; in India, thosu nre tt later conception than tlmt of Bml

dhism. As tt matter of fact, the BuddluL'H Footprint ttt Bodh Gaytt 
wt1H adopted by liinduism and bec<Lmu Vi~J;,n-piLcltt (Foot of Vishnu) 
n,ftm· tho lttter tt:-;cumlency oE that ruligion over BnddhiHIII in Indit<. 
'J'lwre is nothing inconsi;;tent in thiH adoption if we t11ke into eoHsi
demt~on the f11ct that the Buddha him Hell lms boon ttdopted hy H i.n

tluism,, wherein he becomes one of Vishnu's inetwnations. 'l'hel'o is 

" 



a (lin<pl"v:b (Fout of Shiva,) :-;onwwhere whinl1 iH Ha.id to dn.b.~ .hum 
the 4th ceutmy uf Llw Ohristiau em. It iH pruLntl>ly a.uoLlwr tvlop
tion, for the itlea of Lite Huddlm'c; Footprint mtH euttceivecl long 
before Ohri::~t. 

l'lhy I conclncle uty papur with the I'enmrk that by mticwali:-;ing 
tlw Buddlut'H Footprint, im;Leacl of mythologic;ing it, we Hlll'ely mn~-:t ' 
l'ecogni::;e its symbolicnl chiJ,metur, tmd iduntil'y it with hi~-: JllO\-nnwnt 
front place to pltwe. 'L'he Master, nftm· Eulightcmlllunt (HyutholiRed 
l>y the Sent and Tree), ]_H'Dttehecl hi:; Fin;L 8ermo11 (synllJC>li:-;ml by thu 
'vVheel), and then tnwellerl ft.·out phtcu to pl<Lcu, l't·ont emmtl',)' to 
conutry, for the in:;t.rnction or maukiud nutil the Heligicm \\'HK finuly 

estttbli:-;]wcl. 'l'lw .Peregriwttio!l, 'V'J'VIfir.fd"m, iK K,Ylll Lolic;erl lw tltu Fout-
- ? .J 

print. 
'l'hem is 11uotltet· point which I would like to nwution, mthur nH 

au iLl'tertlwnght. According to the f:berecl 'l'ux tH, thel'u ttl'o four 
Hlll'iues to whieh Bucldlri~-:ts ttre enjoined to lllttke pilgrimngt), 'l'lwy 
are the scones of the Mac;tor':-; Birth, Enligl1tonuwut, Firc;t 8el'll!OTJ, 
twnd DetwLlt. '!'here is '" set of fom mn ble1nH ::;ymboJising tlwse fom 
evout:;. B i1"th is t·epresentecl by au eleplmut, ]JectttlKc, ;wcm·diug to 
legend, tho Bnclcllm'c; Mother th:ctLJUed tlmt tt white olophartt fL'Oill 

hcavm1 entered her womb. Enlig/,kn'!nwnt iK c;ymbolisetl 1Jy 11 Tree 
(u.ml Seat); tho Pirst Sm"rnun hy a Whee~!, and Der~th hy 1t 'L'ltti.p;1 
('l'ope) which typiJieH the porfoet c;tillue:-;s of tnm~-:ceudent peace intD 
which he ptLHHed t1way 11t clettth. 

Yon will recogniHe that the .four emblmns fm·m a Hot clic;tinet fmw 
the :;et of three (the Seat, the Wheel, tLnd the Footprint); for, where
as the firc;t r:;et repr'esent the mo:-;t importuuts oveJ~ts in the Mastm:'c; 
Life, tho seeoud l'e}Jrec;eut· the moc;t important eventH or hi;; Beliuion. 
'!'he 1\bn':s Life ended tot Death. His Religion goeH on. 'l'he two HetH 
of emblems are not to be confounded with one another, though two 
of the ernblemc; are corumon to both c;etc;, 



.... 

,,., 

'l'he Budcllm iu the a,ttitnde of BleHsiug. 

(in the n,uthor'H collection). 
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