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THAI CULTURE."
by
H, R, H. PRINCE WAN \/\’AI’lHAYAKON

T should like, firsf of all, sinceraly to 'thank the menibers of ‘the-
Society for the high honour they have besbowed upon me in alectmg me to-
the respomnsible. position of President. TH. H. the former President very
kindly suggeated that T should, on this oceasion, give a lecture in the
nature of an inaugural address. It so happens that the ‘National Tnstitute-:
of Culture has-asked this Societv’ ag wall as other msqocmhlous to oo-
operate 'in the prowmotion of culture in this country; and T have been
designated by vour Council to speak on the subject. As a preliminary
remark, I should like to make.it clear that although I am a member of ®
the Couneil of the National Tnstitute of Culture, I am nobt now speaking:
in thab capacity j~and the views I am going to express are enmrelv my
own personal views.

Culsure is a word which is very muech in vogne nowadavs, Take up
a daily nawspapor, whather in_the vernaeular orin a foreign language,.
and you will find gomething - dhout culture, I pick up a namber of the-
Bangkolk Chronicle at vandom and, in its issue of Pebruary 19, find Sven
Hedin speaking abons “the Continent which is the home and citadel of’
Westérn Culture”. The third prineiple in the Joint Declaration of the:
Amsembly of Greater Ilasi-Asiatic Nations reads as follows: “8. The:
countries of Greater Fast Asin by respecting one another’s traditions and!
developing the creative faculties of each racs, vvﬂl enbance the cultme
~and civilisation of Greater Hast Asia, : !

But what exactly is culture ? And what is civilisation ? In addition
to the Pact of Alliance covering political, military and economic. fields of
eollaboration between Thailand a.tid Javan, a-Cultural Agreement between

"Lecture de]1verad before the Thal]and Remearch Society on Sunday 27th:
February B. B, 2437 (1944).
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the two countries was concluded on Oetober 48, 1942, This certainly
attests to the imporsance of cultural eo-operation, hut no definition of
eulture is given ; and if the various provisions are examined, the term
“aulture'” in that Agresment would appear to refer to activities in educa.
tion, intellsctaal, spiritual and Physical, in fine arts and in publicity, the
underlying idea heing to promote still closer mutual understanding between
the two nations, Culture here may be said to he a complement of politics

and economics. . “

Now let ug east a glance over whab has been done in Thailand,
in the field of culture, in recent years, I shall start by giving you the
facts, In so d_oing,‘ I shall deal with only thbse activities which come
‘within the scope of the National Institute of Culture, leaving aside other
-eultural activities, such a8 the Youth Movement and other social serviee
-activities, which can be easily understood to come under Ssate action and
sontrol, N

Fver since his assumption of office as Premier, HField-Marshal P.

, Phibun-Songl&l‘&m haa attached the greatest importance to the development
of eulture a.mong'the Thai people, He started by making appsals to the
'puhlic through hrosdcassing and through the press. His desire i 60 inspire
and instil into the people the spirit of action, which is charncteriatically
thig, namely, the spivit of united patriotic action loolcin&to the greatness
" .and prosperity of Thailand. '

He soon felt the need, however, of a more systematic and concerted
-action with & view to gecuring more effestive and uniform results. [n his
broadoast address to°the nation on the Nationsl Day of June 24, 1939, he
-paid that éduca.hion and patriotism alone were not complete qualities in
‘themsalves : they had to be corﬁpléinentzed by national traditions, which
the Government would notify 0 the public from time to time, under the
‘name of Rathaniyom, for their own observance ag well as for the ohser-

* vanee' of generations to come. Rathaniyom has been literally but
unmeaningly tranalated as State conventions. A free translasion wohld
be ‘hnwritten_law of the State”, but my own rendering would be State
.oustom and convention, adapting the phrase from the custom and conven-
‘tion of the unwritten constitution of Great Britain. '

- His Exoellency went on to explain that State custom and convention
is similar to the moral code of etiquette of civilised people, with a further”
apecial sanction of the force of public action derived from public opinion..
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Actions sanctioned by publie approval create a force of public opinion,
which ean compe} observancs by a recaleitrant minority who now eseape-
the arm of the law. The public may, for instance, give a stern warning
to a peraon violating the State custom and convension or they may with-
hold him from such violation or makes him over to the authorities,

The State custom and convention has been promulgated in the form
of notifieation by the Presidency of the Couneil. Twelve such notifications
have been issued, as follows ; ,

1. June 24, 1939, concerning the designation of the country, people
and nationality, namaly, Thailand and Thai ‘

9, July 3, 1989, concerning the prevention of possiﬁle‘dunger to the-

nation, enjoining upon the T'hai people nob to lose sight of national safety
and national interests, nob vo reveal seerets detrimental to the nation, not
to act on hehalf of foreignars without eonsidering the national interests of
Thailand and notb clandésbinaly to sell ov purchase land on hehalf of
foreigners so'as to be a danger to the nation.

3. August 2, 1939, concerning the designation of Tha.l persons, all of
whom are to be known ag Thal,

4, September 8, 1959 conaerning respect to be shown.to the national
flag, the National Song, and the Royal Anthem.

6. November 1, 1939, en]ommg upon ’I.‘hs.l people to andeavour to-

“use commodities produced or made in Thailand,

6. Decomber 10, 1939, concerning the new wording of the National
Song. ‘ :
7. March 21, 1940, appealing /to the Thai people to join in the na-

- tional reconstruoetion by each having a definite occupatmn

8. Aprll 96, 1940, concerning the new wording of the Royal Anbhem

9, June 24, 1940, concerning the upholding of the Thai language as-
the duty of a good citizen. .

&

10. January 15, 1941, enlommg upon Thal people to dresa suit-

11, September 8, 1941, concerning the daily life of the' Thai paople,

who are to digtribute their time properly for their oceupation, their per-

sona.l a.ﬁ“a,us and their recreation a.ud Tepose. .
12} T anuary 28,1942, concermng the extending of a helping hand

to the young, aged and infirm in publm places and hlglxways

ES
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In these Notifications of the State custom and convention no legal
ganction has been provided for. ‘

Tn promulgating the firss two Notificasions, the following oflicial
explanation was given : '

“The duties of the Government, howsver multifavious and compre-
hensive thay may be, may bhe summed up in the duty of huilding up the
stability and development of the nation. ‘

Sba.knlxty is mast important and must he provided for firss, hut deve-
1opment eannnt be neglected.

“Hver since Thailand entered into t.he new regime, the Government
have snecessfully endeavoured to build up stahility in many woays, such a8
by revising the treaties which resulted in the recovery of politieal, judieial
and econowmic atttonomy, by building up stronger national defence forces,
by strengthening sscurity in matters of finance, agriculture, the safe-
gua.rdmg of public tranquillity and public health and by many other
activities which are taators of Bha,blhby.

“Tor the permanent efficacy of the work alraady done and still to be

done, the Thai people must culiivate in themselves qualitiusinto line with

~the-new regime. The (fovernment must therefore devote their attention

%o building up development side by side with the gtability which they have
sndeavoured to bring about,

“But the building up of stability is not the ssmne wwh that of develop-
:menb.  The former can rely onlaw as o means of enforeement, hut for the
latter it is not convenient to adopt law as the means, The Government
have therefore set up rules of action called Ruthaniyou.

“ Rathaniyom hassimilar characteristios to thoge of Phrarachaniyum
(Royal custom and econvention) in former times; the only difference is that
Phrarachaniyom constituted the opinion of the king alone, while Rathani-

#om consiitutes the opinion of the State formed in conformity with public
“.opinion a8 2 national tradition.

““The I'hai people who hope for the stable development of the nation
:should of one mccord respect and observe the Ralhaniyom promulgated by
the Government in ths Government Grazette.”

o Morg,[ codes of conduct apart from the rules of eonduct laid down hy
law are, in the Waesk, buils up through fhe initiative of the groups of
‘persons congernsd. Bub if you look back into history, you will find that
hey wers set up through the initiative of the high puest the elders, the

-
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king, the greas religious teachers or, in other words, by the leaders in the
communities concerned. Thailand passed from patriarchal kingship to
absolute monarchy without passing through fendalism ; and as it has been
essenbia,lly an agrieultural country, urban life has been confined mainly
fo the capital. Thug codes of etiquette have emanated mainly from the
GCours. Now with the advent of the constitutional regime the Government
naturally have to take the lead formerly taken hy the king himself.

King Ramkhamh®eng, who was the father of his people, not only
saused religions preashing to be undertaken by the monks, not only deals
with affairs of Staté in full assembly, bub himself taught the people in
moral rules of conduct: “Phokhun Phra Ramkhamhwng is the lord and
-chief of all the Thal and'is the preceptor teaching all the Thai to know
truly what is meritorious and what is righteous.” It is so recorded in the
inscriptions of Sukbobha,l

There are many curious notifications of King Mongkut laylng down
rales” for o.)servance in miscellaneous matters whluhvnmmally, in the
Waest, would not be the subject of legislation. I take examples at random,
There is one prohibiting the use, in petitions and letters to the king, of pen
and ink or pencil, the wribing with which is faint aid pale and not truly
black. Coloured Taropean pencils, whether blue or red, and blue or red
ink may boe used ; and Thai black pencils may he used on Thai paper, asg
heretofore. Thers is no sanction provided for, but it is stated that non-
-compliance will he displeasing to His Majesty, while compliance will bring
ahout every facility and convemience in sectiing the realisaion of the .
pemhxoners wishes, There is another one emumerating many excellent
kinds of Thai musical entertainments, sueh as Liakhon theatrical perfor-
mance, onram daneing, Piphat instrumental music, Mahori orechestra,
half-portion Sepha ballads, Sakawa repartee gongs, Probkai songs marked
by hand-clapping, Thai harvest and other songs. Why then should the
khoen bagpipe he so much in vogue as to oush the traditional kinds of Thai
music just enumerated. Itis therefors a matter of concern to His Majesty
who is graciously pleased to implore all those concerned to give up the
khben bagpipe for a year or two as a try. Tf the khen bagpipe entertain-
ment is still persisted in, a heavy tax will be imposed upon those. respon-
sible for the entertainment; and il such entertainmont takes place in
sedret a twofold or threefold tax will be imposed as a fine. There i3 o
long notification pointing out that, aceording o ancient custom, gold is
-either kept in safe-keeping or IB the object: of commemm.l transactions or,
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i i6 is used as an ornament, it is g0 used for adults only and not for
children, hecause children ars not in a position to protect thomselves ov
their gold ornarments from thieves. Crold ornaments are s bait to thieves.
Children are thevefore’ forhuldan to wear gold ornuments weighing one and
one-eighth Baht upwards, Tersons making children wear gold ornaments
in violation of the notifieation will he fined and the amount of the fine will
be Spent in buying sand for the highways., [ shall juss (quote one more :
it 18 a notification to the eff ect thatb Wat Rachapradit should be called by
its proper name and not be called Wat Rachabandit.,  Offenders shall hs
ﬁnea two Tamiung or eight Baht for each offence

From what has beeu gaid it will be geen that the procedure adopted
by the Government in building up social custors and conventions has heen
that of appeal to the public in the first instance and then that of Reathani-
yom naotifications withoub legal sauction, Tegal sanctions, however, are
known fo have been provided for in some of the notifications of the Tourth
Reign ; and indeed the need wag soon felt by the present Grovermment for
some legal sanction. On Ootober L5, 1940, therefore, the Nasional Cul-
tural Development Act B . 2483 was mormilgmtﬁd. 6 iy stated in the

i praamble that it is expedient to 995 up legal provisions for the development
of national culiure as a facsor in fostering and promoting national pro-
gress, Colture is defined in that Aot as characteristics showing flourishing
developmant, good order, harmonious progress of the ration and public
good morals, It is the duty of Thai pzople to eomply with the national
eulture and to'foster and promote the national -progress hy preserving
what ig good in the traditional culture and eo-operaking in improving such
culture in consonance with the times. Toyal Decrses shall be promul-
8a_ted in the following matters: 1. orderliness in dress, manners and
etiquette in public places or in places visible to the public, 2. ofliciency
and . etiquette in occupational pursuits and 3. appreciation of things
Thai. Account is fo be taken of local sonditions and living eon ditions
of persons in the various l'ooa.lihies. A fine not exceeding twelve Baht

is stipulated ag the penalty; and the proceeds of hhe fine shall be devoted
to.local 1mmovemenb

This Act hag been replaced. by the National Culture Act B, I 2485 -

and the National Culture Act (No, 2) B, I 2486. The matters to be
xezula.bed by Royal Decress ave now 1, orderliness in dresg, behaviour
aud etiquette in publio blacdes or in places vigibla to the public, 2. ovdez-

line
ness in personal care and care of the home, 3. ordezhness in persona.l,
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beha‘.viour loo'ki‘ng to the honour of the nation and the Buddhist religion, 4.
sificiency snd esiqnette in cecupationsl pursuits, §. spiritual anﬁ moral
development of the paople, 6. Progress in literary and artistic works, and
7. a.pgrecia,bion of things ’l‘hg.i. The National Institute of Culture hag
been set up, with the stdtus of a public body wader the Presidency of the
Council, Tus duties ave 1. to research into, adapt, preserve and promote
* the existing national eulture, 2. to research into, adapt and determine the
culture which should he adopted or further vé-adijusted, 3. to diffuse the
national culture in conformity with the times, 4. to eontrol and find means
of instilling the national culture into the spirit of the people, and 5. to give
opihion upon consultation or otherwise and to take action as desired by the
(overnment in matters eongerning ths mbiéng.l culture, The Institute ig
divided into five bureaux: L Bureau of Spiritual Culture, 2. Bureau
of Customary Culture, 3. Bureau' of Artistic Culture, 4. Bureau of
Literary Culture, and 5 Bureau of Women's Culturs. The Institute has
control over aisociations and organisations with eultural objects., The
penulty for violations of Boyal Decrees has heen raised to’'a fine nob-
axcesding one handred Baht ‘or imprisonment not exceeding one month

or hoth. ,
Royal Decrees have heen issued ragarding orderly conduct'in public
‘places or in places visible to the publie, care of the home, upholding of the
national hoﬁou_r;\ reélﬁecb to be shown fo the na.tional_ flag, conduet in
sarrying out ona’s oceupation and other matters.

A perusal of the various Royal Decrees, notifications and appeals
revenls o great number of details' in what wight appear tao'be small or
‘insignificant matbters; and it is not easy to have a clear picturs ?E 1;,h-e
trend of culsyural development now taking place. One explanation is
elopment is siill in its initial stages and those matbers
irst, in which the naed ior‘réguls.tion becomes a.['lpn.renh 1o
the aompetent auuhorihies co‘nc\amed.‘. Another explanation is tl?ah th,e
domain of culture i8 so wide and comprehensive. Professor \Vlss']e-rg
aniversal culture pattern is as follows: 1. S{pgech—‘Languages, wr‘mng
‘ -aygtems, ete. 2. Ma,teria.l traite—a. Food hz'a.btbs, h. Shelher% :.N Tl‘ans. |
portation and travel, d. Dress, e, U‘tens.xls, toqls,' ate., 3 eapm.:s,
_g. Qcoupations and industries. 3. Arg-Carving, pq‘mbmg., 'dra.wn.lg,t?zzslfs,
.efe. 4. Mythology and Seientifie Knowledge. 4. Religioue practices—~

a. Ritualistic tgros, b, Treatment of the sick, ©. Treatment of the dead.

8. Pamily and social system—a. The forms of marriage,- b. Methods

that sueh dev
are regulated f
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of reckoning kinghip, c¢. Inberitance, d. Social control, e. Sports and
games. T. Propsrby—a. Real and porsonal, b. Standards of value and
exchange; o. Trade. 8. Governmenti—a. Political forms, b, Judicial
and legal procedures, 9. Wan.

Nor has culture in the narrow sense of arts and letters been neglected,
. An University of Fine Arts has been set up; and a literary revival has
been set in motion. Orhﬁogra.tihy has been simplified by the elimination
of 13 eonsonants and 5 vowsls, which ave not necessary for Thai spelling,
while the remaining 'a,lvpha,bet ig sufficient for indicabing Pali-Sanskrit
devivations,” A monthly Literary Review has been published ; and as
Tditor T can day thab it has mel with a keen and wide interest,

~ 'Enough lias been szid on what is baing done in the development of
culture in Thailand. Bat what about Thai culture? T am aware that
questions have been agked why Thai men should wear trousers, The
' angwer, in my opinion, is that the function of culture is twofold: it is
calculated to bring abo_t‘lt, among the people, a mode of life, which can
mest the ieduiremenhs of the times, while at the same time upholding the
spirit of the hanion. Tt is o fact that modern civilisation in the form
< of ‘the Indusirial System has pervaded the world. Nach nation, in
order to achieve progress or even merely to survive, must so organize
the life of its psople as to be able to make an adequage response o the
challenge thus put forward by the prevailing world economic sysiem.
Some years ago, I asked a Japanese fiiend of mine why Jupanese
men had taken to trousers, He replied that he put on trousers in order
to go to the office, because he felt more Kusiness-like than if he wore
_the kimono, which he preferred to wear at home. T have heen struck by
his remavk ; and, from thé psyehological peint of view, I think there is a
great deal to be said for i, An Hnglish journalist once said that the
Thad played at work and worked ab play. In order to meet the require-
‘menhs of the tiuies we milsh work at work and play at play.,

But has Th&l cunlbure a parficular stamp of its own? The Na,tioﬁa.l‘
Institute of Culture has issued & national code of valour called Nabional
Wiratham, a literal translation of which would be the epic echies of the
nation, or, in other words, the heroic. virtues of the nation. - Wira means
a strong man, a wan of courage, a warrior, s man w1t.h fortitude. or -
enduring effort; and Tham means righteousness, or, in other words, the
right way of life. The besk 1exxc1e)r1ncr lubo English that T can think of at
Present is “Coda of Va.lom” ‘



