SANGAMBAENG GLAZED POTTERIES

BY

Kyaisrs Nimmanahaeminda

In 1942 when traveling through the forest of Tambol On
Tui, Amphur Sangambaeng, Changvad Chiengmai (ﬁm’ﬂamﬂ;] 8N
AW samidoalu ), at several places near small streams which
drain into Hoey Mae Lan (wy:mlﬁa'm) and Huey Mue Phihuen
(n"'wuu'mlmu ), T came acvosy fragments of glazed polteries geattered
profusely on the ground. At that time, however, T had no opportunity

to investigute further

In 1943 whilst visiting the village of Ban Pi Tung, Tambol
On Tai, Amphur Sangambueng (Twtin mivacenls sunedutmme),
it canie to my notice that the villagers were wsing strange-shaped
potteries in the form of bottles, vases, cups, ete.,, as every-day
houschold utensils, Upoun engniry, the village chief informed me
that these potteries had either been unearthed within his village of
Ban P& Tang (uylm'}]ao) when digging wells, holes for posts, ete., or
had mercly been picked from the dry bed of a small stream called
Huey Mo (vauvie) which drains into Huey Mac Phihaen

Oibgudenim).

The village chicf took e to inspect a mound behind Wat
’n Ting (':"v'n‘J"iae ), . It wag about 2 meters in height and 10 meters
in diameter. Ife said that many glazed bottles had becn discovered
thorein. Digging in the center of the mound, T Lound bricks, broken
glamed  poblerics, and  luups of hard material, preswnably tle
hardened drippings from the glaze. It is possible that this mound
is an old kiln site, There ars two more places in the village of

Ban P Thing (u”wﬂ]ﬁq) which may also be the sites of old kilns.
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Upon my third trip to Tambol On Tai (ﬁmﬁaﬂu‘l; )
discovered more possible gites of old kilns, thus: 2 near Huey
Mo (Hywnn"a ), 3 near Huey Cham Pi Bon (nwmmuau) 1 near Huey
Muakhonam (vflﬁm °1mm) 2 near Huey Nam Hak (mmmﬂm) aud 2
near Huey Poo Laem ( HmMﬂuﬂﬂu ). These sites are always uear
gltreams which drain into Huey Mae Phahaen ( ??{wuﬁc-nuﬂu) or Huey
Mae Lan (nwwu;'m'm ).  All sites lie within a digstance of not more
than 3 kilometers from one another and all are within sight of the
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villages of Ban P4 Tiing (1mMUne) and Ban Pong (vmia).

Several specimens in almost perfect condition were given to
me by the villugers. .One of these was a glazed hovse head, possibly
a chess-man.  The colors of the glaze ranged from dark brown to
light brown aud from greenish grey to yellowish grey. At the sile
near Huey Poo Laem (Jwihmau), I found fragments with dark
gray or black brush designs of fish, flowers, and groups of dots
under the glaze.

Tn connection with these finds, attention iy ealled to a dabed
stone inscription which could probably be used to establish the
antiquity of the potieries. About 2 kilometers east of the village of
Ban Pa Tung (Uyml'Jlﬁa) there is a waf, called by the villagers,
Wat Chiengsacn ('Juﬂl%f‘tmuﬁ‘u ).  Within this wdf I found a stoue
ingeription half buried in the ground., It is Writ;ben‘in Sukhodayu
characters, tellivg wus about the construction of a vibdra and a
tedi, and the casting of 5 hronze Images of the Buddha, The
inseription gives the name of the wat as Sala Kalyana Mahan-
tdrdm - (@ranamauLeIsm ) Prince Atudvana,na Pavaragiddhi
(IMeATIWUIANT ), titled Min Dib Ruan (mmmmsau), was the
chiel or leading donor for the foundation of the wat in the year
of the Monkey, C.8. 850 (B.K. 2081, AD. 1488), This stone
iugeription has now been removed bo the mnseum of Buddhasathin

(wnsaaiu) at Chiengrai.
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Ban P4 Tung (Uy\u%ad) lies on an old trade route between
Chiengmai and Lamping which counld Dbe easily reached by
automobile in the dry season. Tt is about 12 kilometers east of the
administrative seat of Amphur Sangambaeng (51mef‘rafuﬁmwa) and

about 2D kilometers from the walled City of Chiengmai,

I am reporting this find in The Journal of the Siwm Society
with the hope that some duy more scientific excavation of the kiln
sites by archeologists will throw light on their antiquity as compared
with the already known Xkilng of Svargaloka, Sukliodaya and
Chicngrai (Kalong, Vieng P4 Pao).






