SOME SIAMESE SUPERSTITIONS
ABOUT TREES AND PLANTS
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It is not advisable to plant certain kinds of trees and
plants near the house or in the compound. They are unlucky.

1. Tan Rang im0 (Caryota mitis-palmae). This is a
type of palm tree. which bears fruit-like berries in beautiful
clusters but with poigonous fruit walls, The tree may be found
in the compound of a European house as an ornamental tree. The
Thai people do not grow it for the reason that the gecond sylla-

' ig similar in sound to another word

ble or word of “‘tau rang'’
which means deserted or abandoned, { perhaps the poison of its
fruit and also itg non-economical nature hag something to do with
its taboo).

2, Sala and Rakam aaziiazsem (Zallaca wallichiana-
palmae). These two kinde of treeg are very similar, They are
rattan-like palmg with sharp gpines in whorls around the stem.
Sala in Thai means forsaken and Rakam means affliction. Hence
they are not grown in a houge compound. Owing to their edible
gour fruits which in some varieties have a sweet flavor and are
of high marketable value. Gardeners grow them as hedges, for
their gharp spines will prevent trespasgers.

- 3. Soak Tan (Saraka indjea). Soak in Thai means an-
guish or sorrow. A bad name for a tree to have growing near the
house. Perhaps the tree is the Indian asoks which bears red
clusters of flowers with a mild fragrant odor, In Indiathe treeis
gupposged to flower when struck by the foot of a beauntiful damsel,
Agoka in Sangkrit means sorrowlesg, but thig word in Thai hag
lost its first unaccented syllable and becomes soak or gok which
means quite the opposite of gorrowlesa,
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4, Lanthom abuw:u. This is the frangipani or the temple
or pagoda flower tree. The word lanthom has a sound resembling
the word rathom which means agony. Hence the taboo. It is
usnally to be found in a wat or monastery where, according to
a superstitious belief, any unlucky or ill thing will lose its had
effects. ‘

5. Kradanga nseadn (Canagium odoratum), A tall tree
bearing sweet.gmelling flowers. It is usually not found near a
hounsge due to the fact that the tree has soft wood, and itg branches
are eapily eracked and broken.

6. Champi and Champa 31 1iazanh ( Michelia champaka).
Thege are two varieties of a tree which bears in the former a
scented creamy white flower, and in the latter yellowish ones
which are in great demand for flora]l decorations. Both kinds of
trees have soft wood and are liable to be broken easily, hence,
they are not grown near a houge,

7. Rak n (CQalotropis gigantea), This tree is the araka
of India. Its flowers are strung into garlands to be worn around
the necks of criminald on their way to the place of execution.
In Thailand the rak tree grows wild in deserted dry places. Its
trunk and branches have a milky sap and its flowers are used for
floral pieces which are to be seen usnally at cremations. Now it
ig the fashion for a bride and bridegroom to wear a garland of
thege flowers, for the name rak means love in Thai.

8. Chaba w1 (Hibiscus rosa sinensig-Nalvaceae). This
ig a shrub plant which ig raised by the Chinese and bears scar-
let-red flower., There are many varieties of this shrub with
varions beautiful colors. In the old days an adulteress was
punighed by being exposed to the public on a kind of gtilt with
red chaba flowers tucked above her ears, A convict to be executed
for heinous crimes was also decorated with such a flower behind
the ear on his way to the place of execution. In southern India,
a garland of such flowers is hung around the neck of a criminal
$0 be execnted.
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9. Nang Yaem uNHIN (Cleredendron fragans). A shrub
having fragrant flowers. It is easily propagated as its roots run
far and wide underground and shoot up as new plants uuntil they
become a nuisance. The people believe that Nang Yaem will turn

A

into a ‘' phi” when it grows old, and disturb the peace of the
house by pelting stones at it. Nang Yaem in Thai means to open
glightly in bloom or the peeping of a damsel, hence its poetic

name ig found quoted in Thai erotic literature,

. = . . .
10, Saraphi awn (Ochrocarpus siamensis). A tree which
bears sweet-gcented flowers,

11. Phikun ﬁqa {Mimusops elengi). A tree which bears
small star-shaped flowers which retain their sweet scent for a
comparatively long time. On certain important occasions such
as a coronation, Phikun flowers of gold and silver are distributed
by the King to officials.

12. Ohan 94 (Diospyros packmanil-C, B. Clarke). A tall
tree which bears yellow fruit, When ripe the shape of the fruit
regembles the moon. Hence its name.

The above trees No. 10, 11 and 12 are not usually grown
in the house compound, but curiously are to be found in wats
and the royal palace compounds, If a person dares to plant such
trees in his residential compound, misfortune will ocenr sooner
or later to the owner.

13. Malakaw uzagne (Carica papaya-cucurabitaceae). The
papaya tree with edible fruit, has no bark and ig liable to up-
root easily, hence, it is not advisable to grow in the house com-
pound or near the house. Unripe fruit of the papays is used
ag food, but ripe fruit in the old days wag not usually eaten be-
caunge of its strong butter-like smell which Thai of older genera-
tiong disliked, Recently a numbsr of varieties of thig tree have
been introduced into the country with improved fruit which suit
the taste of the younger generation, The papaya tree is fo be
found in the compounds of houses, but older people cling to super.



60 Phya Anuman Rajadhon

stitious beliefs, and give well-meaning advice that it is not good
to have such trees in the garden.

14. Phutaraksa ‘V\iwﬁ'i"ﬂm ( Canna 8p,). In Thai, this means
“Buddha's protection™. It is cultivated in a house compound for
its beautiful showy flowers. Some people object to the growing
of this plant near the house. It is believed the name Buddha
hag a great deal to do with the superstition, for anything sacred
or in connection with “phi” i8 not allowed to be in the same
compound as an inhabited house.

15, Po Tw ( Ficus religiosa). The religious fig tree under
which the Lord Buddha was sitting when he received his en-
lightenment. It is to be found in most of the wats, ITence,
when a person sees from afar a po tree, he knows that a wat is
there, Such a sacred tree is not grown in the compound of the
houge, The po tree in the wat iz ugually a tall shady tree around
which the people sometimes wrap a yellow robe in the same wan-
ner as robing a Buddha image with the yellow robe. Some people
place bamboo poles, trimmed and whitewashed, as supports to the
holy tree, In the old days cowrie ghells used ag token money,
were inserted inside the bamboo poles. Poor people will bury the
bones and ashes of their dear ones near the root of the po tree
80 that they may be near the holy symbol of the Lord Buddha.

16. Nun u:u (Ceibo pentendra) or kapok tree is not grown
near a house.

17. Ngiew 3‘:1 (Bombax malabaricum-Malvaccae), It ig
unlucky to grow the red silk cotton tree in the house compound,

These two types of trees have soft wood of no economic
value. In former days big ngiew trees were utilized as coffing
for the soft wood could be dug out easily for the purpose.

18, Takian ml@]‘uu (Hopea odorata ) and —

19. Yang #¢ (Dipterocarpus alatus). These ave tall forest
trees. They are of course not fit to be grown in a limited houge
ground. Begides, such big trees are helieved by the people to be
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abodes of tree spirits. There are two kinds of spirits that reside
in the trees. One kind is a male spirit half “ phi* half thevada or
god, and the other is a female dpirit like the wood nymph. The
former, ag surmised from the tree culf usually regides in a big
tall tree, the wood of which has no economic value, while the
latter resides in a tree -wwhich supplies economic wood or fruits.
Even today people in outlying districts will not dare to cut down
any big tree for fear of the tree spirit residing in it. TFven in
falling a tree of smaller size, the people will firgt make an offer-
ing to the gpirit to atone for the offence made, A very big ‘and
very tall tree of the kind which the people believe to be the abode
of the gpirit will not be felled at any cost. Inthe old days when
certain big trees were required for the making of the traditional
royal barge or posts for the tall roof of a royal pyre, an offering
was made and a royal proclamation wag read to the sl)il'it under
the tree before it could be cut down. This was a wise practice
to preserve big trees of the forest from wanton felling by the
simple folk, ’ ’

The Takian tree in particular is a very well known one
where a female gpirit has her habitation. S8he is known as “Nang
Takian" or Lady Takian. In the imagination of the people, Lady
Takian usually takes the form of a beautiful maiden who some-
times makes a wailing and piercing sound when the tree, her
abode, is felled, Unforseen and mysterious calamities will befall
the person or pergons who destroy her abode. A Takian trea
growing near the bank of a river with its roots protruding above
ground is to be avoided, for the Lady Takian of that tree is a
fierce bne.‘ Whoever relieves himself near the bage of her tree
will suffer from unlcers, To add to the belief, both kinds of trees,
Takian and Yang are wsnally found in a wat where all sorts of
ghost stories emanate. v '

20, Phutsa wWws1 (Zizyphus jujuba Y.. The Indian Jujubé
bears edible cherrylike fruit, It grows wild and its thorny
branches are used to hlock the passage of evilspirits when there
ig a 'birth, :The flowers have a strange nauseous smell, This
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tree is not grown near the house, perhaps, apart from the smell
of its lowers when in bloom, the last syllable “sa’ of Phutsa”
algo means in Thai to diminish or to grow less. It is unlucky
to have it in the compound of the house for one's fortune in
trade will grow less and less.

21. Mayom ¥ty ( Phyllanthus distichus-euphobiaceaea ).
The star gooseberry which bears acid fruit. Its branches are
used by monks who dip it in the consecrated water and sprinkle
it on persons or places as a sort of ritual purification. Some people
do not grow this tree near the house. The Lord of “phi’ is called
in Thai, “Phya Yom from Yama the Indian God of Death. Perhaps
because the name of the tree “mayom’ sounds like Phya Yom
in its last syllable, it is not grown near the house of some people.
The branch of mayom tree which is used for the purification ritnal
ig no doubt used in imitation of Yama, the Indian God of Death
who holds a staff ( Yama Dandha ) with which he beats the evil
spirits. On seeing such a staff the evil spirits will flee,

22. Marum ugi (Moringa, oleifera-Maringaceae ). The
Indian drum stick tree which bears pods like drum gticks, Some
people object to have such a tree grown in the house compound.
No doubt the objection ig due to the name of tree “marum’ which
coincides with the Thai word ma-rum which meansg “to come in
a crowd”. This may be taken to mean to comse in a crowd in
order to consume food or to come in a crowd to attack.

93. Kluey Tani naiwam. A variety of banana which bears
fruits., Thongh delicious to taste when ripe, it is n‘bt ngually
eaten on account of its numerous seeds. They are cultivated in
gardeng for their leaves which have the highest quality for
wrapping purposes, or to make into leaf cups. They are in great
demand in the market. Xluey Tani is not grown near the house
for it has an evil repute that it hag a female * phi” named Nang
Tani who every now and then scares people. It ig a belief that
by certain magical art the Nang T'ani may be induced as an ally
in love affaire. Iere is one of the arts. You go to such a banana
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tree which is about to bear a bud and flirt with the Nang Tani-
imaginary of course. Repeat this many times in the following
days until you are sure in your imagination that she congents to
love you. Then cut a small piece of the root and carve it into
a figure of a woman. While doing so recite a certain mantra or
magic spell, Store it carefully in a small receptable. During
the night the Nang Tant will appear to you in a dream as your
wife. If you love any girl you can invoke her to the successful
end of the affair, TLike a human wife the Nang T'ani will resent
thig and do you harm if you marry a girl without her permisgion
or congent,






