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FURTHER STUDIES OF OLD THAI COINS.
. by

U, GUEHLER.

‘A, INTRODUCTION,

The mystery that surrounds all old Thai coins has always puzzled
‘me.  Af the same time, during my years of collecting Thai coing, I felt
bhat it would be in the interest of furhﬁer vesearch o bring to the know-
ledge of a wider cirele all the material and facts which I had heen able to
gather. Collecting old coins is a fascinating oceupation for the antiguarian;
collecting old Thai coins is fascinating and disappointing at the same
time, hoosnuse 80 many important questions cannot be solved and will—in®
my opinion—never be #olved, Hyery ghudent of Thai coinage will natur-
ally base his ressarch on le May's book The Coinuge of Siam, published
by the Thailand Research Sosiety in 1982, 'Only the student of. numis-
rmatica can fully’ realize the high - merits of this book, which incorpor‘n.ted
all our knowledge about Thai coins at the author's time of writing. )
In the introduction of his baok, le- ¥ay underlines the difﬁculties which
-every student of Thai coinage hmé to encounter during his research, And,
indeed, those difficulsies are almost unsurmountable, Mr. le May—as a
true scholar—seems almost to have eihausted the search, and I agree
with: him in the ovpinion shat the principgl‘questﬁon with  regard to the
-garly coinage of ‘this country, namely to Which reigns ‘Df, the Sukhobhai
and Ayuthin dynasties she varions coins may be aseribgd, will probably
for all time remain unsolved. = No further documentary evidence has to
E my knowledge. come to light, singe le May cdmplghed his work about ten
‘g}'eal‘é ago, snd T am ﬁn;mble 6o ‘add any’bhing new h‘o what he ha..s shated,
: This author based his book on the expetience of twenty years of ‘stmdy
and . collecting and, as his ~worke prove, with excellent remyﬂtE.» But,
-ultra posse nemo obligatur, even by his true l'ggegrch=work, although

~y
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attacking the problam from every possible angle, he was not able to
solve the mystery which gtill covers the history of Thal coinage during
the time befora the Chakri Dynasty. On the other hand twelve years have
passed since then, and in the meantime T have ardently endanvoured to -
‘ga.hher any additional information, at the same time collecting old Thai
-¢oins, wherever I could find them., 1 therafors propose to publish now
the resuits of my reseatches and to describe those coing which are not
published in le' May's book. [ shall deal mainly with the so-called
“ pullet” coins of Thailand, the last get of whioch was issued by King
Chulalongkorn in 1880..

Tie May, after twenty years of oolleoting, wag inclined to believe that
" he had “exhausted the possibilities of the chase”, and—with regard to the
small coinage of Ayuthia—he says, I would like to think thal wwmbers
*of the small coinage with well-known Ayuthian marks still remain to be
discovered, buit 1 must have examined literally tens of thousands .
and I feel that the hope is a forlorn one. Bui, as.these studies will
prove, ha was apparently too pessimistic., Quite a number of undeseribed .
coing have coms fo light, which I-shall describe hereatter.

e The few sources at my disposal, in addition to la May’s book, werse:

the article written by Nai Kulab in 1908, to which le May
refers on page 24/25; '

the colldetion of Phobographs, compiled by Colonel Gerini for - '
the Ministry of Interior and now. at the Namonal Museum,

the artiole by W. Harding Kneedler
. (Journal of the Siam Society Vol. XXIX Part 1).

I have described only coins which I have seen, =~ The greater part is-
in my own collection. Iu addition to the collection of the National .
Museum, I have seen the collections of Mr. M. C. Noirot, Nai Kroen:
. Silapet, the Reverend Phra Sri Sachayamuni and several smaller solisc-
‘tions, all in Bangkok. '

" The curator of the National Museum, Nai Boriban, has kindly in-
formed me that since 1982 the Museum has acquired quite a number of
additidnal coins to complete its collectipn; " Among them is the colleation -
of the late Prince Piya. The latter is said to contain several so far
tndesoribed coins especially from the earlier periods (Sukhothai).

~



pp. 2] FURTHER STUDIES OF OLD THAI COINS 149

As the collection of the National Museum is at present kept at a safe
‘place and not accessible, I am unable to consider in these notes any undes-
- eribed aoing of this eollection., But it surprises me that the collection of
the late Prince Piya should have contained eoins not yet deseribed hy le
May, as the latter—acoording to his own statement—had during his
research heen in constant touch with the late Prince.

I have tried to arrange the coins incertain groups. But the group-
ing and the running numbers cannot be counsidered as indications of
the age of the ocoins, hecause the age of almost all coins of the pre-
. Bangkok period is doubtful. The Baht-coins marked with * have not
. been desoribed before. The weights are gtated in .grammes.

B. DHSCRIPTION OF COINS RECENTLY DISCOVERED
OR NOT YET DESCRIBED,

~.a) Presumably Pré-Ayuthia Period.

1)* Bunclz of Lotus helow a-nd Gon(,h-Shell abuve, Plate I 1,
Biocks 11, 12. : *

Broad with rounded sides, long oval hammer-marks, ends of
coin mdab, o deep cuts, triangular large hole in centre, weight
14.55 gr. :
B)k Bunch of Lum'; below and Wheel of Law (8 BPOkBS) above.
'A Plate I, 2. ‘
Broad with marked shoulders, long oval hammer- marks, ends

meet, two deep euts, longish hole, weight 14.5 gr. |
The side-mark is not olear, bus cerhmnly different from a.ll

other known ma,rks
.8Y* Bunch of Lotus below and Elephant- a.bove Plate I, 3.
' Broad with round sides, with long narrow hammer-marks, ends
mest, two small cuts, large trisngular hole, weight 14.5 gr.
-4)  Bunch of Lotus below and Wheel of Law (6 spokes) gbove,
Plate I, dal b, Block 1. : ‘
Broad with rounded gides, with Jong oval hammer-marks, ends
‘almost meet, twWo fairly lalge cuts and 1 nick, small hole weight
14.4 gr.
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N. B, This coin would be similar to lo May Plate VII/4,
Marks 6 and 8, but for she connacting line betwesn the 2 outer -
Lotus hlogsoms; it would be similar to le May VI 5 but a) the

" top-blossom is not pointed, b) there are connecting lines betwoeen .

the three blosgoms in the centre and the lower ribbon.

Rachawat below, Elepham ahdve, Plate I, 5.
Broad with long hammer-marks, ends of coin part, two mediom -
sized euts and two small sdditional cuts, no hole,” weight 14.7°
gr.

The coin is similar to le May Plate VIII/4 Marks 15/16, but

the Elephant walks to-the vight, and the mark is pl'm( od the othar

. way round. .

Rachasi in cenme and 2 conch shells on both sides, Plate I,
Ga/d. .

"* The mark on this coin is similar to le May Mark 1. Iba‘weighuh

n*

8)*

-ig 9-gr.- But thera is an additional mark on the opposite side - -
" and on hoth endg, where they meet; a8 shown on.the photograph.

I cannot give an opinion about the meaning of this mark.
This ooin i8 very rare. .

Conch- Shell and- Wheel of Law (6 spokas) Plate IT, 1.

Bmad soin with rouuded gides, no hammer-marks, ends 1neet, .

no cuts, triangular bols, weight 13 gr., cf. le May Plate V/1 and

VIIlt as for shape. Presumably a very old ‘a.mi certainly a
rare co'm ’ '

Bunch of Lotfus and TVheel with dois Pla!a 11, 3,

A high coin thh round shoulders and long ends Whlch meet,
two cuts and a round hole.. Long oval hammer- marks 'Gimilar -

in shape to le May Plaza V!5, weight 14 gr.

This coin, Platé 11, 4a/b, weight 48 gr, ,13 of good silver and hag-
clear hammer-marks at the ends. ‘There are § marks, of which-
the centre-mark on top is a civele of dots and one side-Mark, an

R 'Elephamt 1 oconsider 1h a very old coin (ple °£ukhotha1 ?) of"

Northern orlgm. There are several outs,
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b)  Presumably Ayuthia Pericd.

10)*

1"

19)*

13)*

14)*

15)%

16)*

The coin depicted on Plate II, 5a.b, Blocks 6/7, with a Conch-
Shell and Wheel (6 spokes) is undoubtedly genuine, but at
present only one specimen is known. It weighs 14.95 gr. Clear
shape, elear single hammer.marks, no cuts or nicks. The side-
mark does nob eorrespond to le May Mark 45, but the shell is
.shown the other way round and corresponds to Nai Kulab's
drawing No. 1.

Elephant in frame and Wheel (6 spokes), Plats II, 6.

Clep.r ghoulders and single hammer-marks, no cuts or nicks, no
hole, weight 14, 5 gr.

Elephant without fra'me, Owcla of dats araund centre-dot, Plate
I1,.7.

Clear shape, many marks of old aﬂe no outs or nicks. Two
additional Blephant-marks at; both ends Weight 15 gr. Single.
hammer-marks. :

Rachawat (in frame) and Wheel (6 spokes), Plate IfI 1.

Clear shape, no cuts or nicks. Weight 15.7 gr.
The Rachowa! bas 10 dots. Similar to Nai Kulab's drawing:
No, 8.7 ‘

Large Rachawat (without frame) and Circle of 8 dots around
centre-dot. Plate I11,1a/b.

Clear shape, no cuts or nicks, Woeight 14.6 gr, Clear round. -

hammer-marka.

Open Conch-Shell and Circle of 7 dots around centre-dot..
{Plate I1I, 8). ‘ :

: Similar to le May Plate IX/9 10, but- there are no dots ab the
loft side and no stroke inside the Conch- Shell This mark is ¢

ealled Bet by the Thai.

E’Ie;ohcmt and Open Gomlz biwll ag mae-markm W/lE(’l (ﬁ

spokes), as top-mark. Plate I1I, 4a/b.

A very old specimen, much worn. Shoulders somewhat round-
ed, but hammer-marks clear. 2 cuts below elepbant, weight

13 gr, - :

) ) -
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Somarks-Coin  Elephant (lo May Mark 24) and
' Bunch of Lotus (le May Mark 17) on hoth
sides. :
Wheel (1e May Mark 18) on top. :
Gircle of Dots (le \Iay JWm k. 40) on both
shoulders.
weight 14.85 gr. Plate 111, .)u/b.

11-merksa Cnm Anchor on one side.

Bunch of Lotus on the obher side.

Wheel with dots on top. }

Circle of dots (le May Mark 40) on hoth
shoulders,

4 addztional wmarks (6-spoked w/z.eal) on the
four corners,

and 2 udduumal marks (()-spoiced w/zepi) on

‘ _ the ends.

Weight 14.75 gr.  Plate. 1L, 6alb..

Anchor and § spoked-wheel with dots same as le May's Plate

XVIII|7, who “doesnot like this coin”. I have seen gix speci-
mens of it and am sabisfied of its genuineness, The weights

- yaried between 14.8 and 14.9 gr. But the slmpe of the Anchor

is not identical with le May's Mark. I conclude therefrom that
thers must have been at least two different coins of the Anchor
mark, See Plate IV, 1.

' 19a)* The same cbin, but with 2 additional ma.lks as shown on Plaie .

00)

IV, 2alb.  Weight 14.4 gr-

The eoin depicted on Plafe IV, 3 is the Yanira ma.rk and the
Circle of Dots as shown by le May oi Plate X[If1.2.” But on
the other side there is an addltlonal mark of a Ngmo as shown.

~ Weight 14,8 gr.

The coin shown on Plate IV, 4 weighs only 12.6 gr. The
shoulders are high and there are two single hammer- marks,

~ The side mark van be seen ox the’ photograph ‘A similar coin

is depicted in the Album of the National Museum. Between the
ends is a round hole,’ which may have heen bored later, thereby
causing the underweight. It may be a coin from the North,
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92)* The coin with marks shown on Aincks & and 9 and Plafe Iv,s
is in the possession of Mr. Noirot, Itsweightis 14,55 gr. I con-
sider this coin as oenuinu The shape is clearly Ayuthix wmhl
clear hammer-mark on sach side, and the weight is plausible.

©23)F The coin on Plate IV, 6alb has 2 circles with 5 dots as top-
mark. The shaps is clear with 2 perfect round hammer-marks.
One nick, no cuts.. Weight 14.48 gr, Tre side-mark is not
quite olear. It.may be a Bunch of Lotus-flowers in a frame
or the Vantra mark (le Maly Mark 29).

24)* The next coin, Plate V, I.  Weight 14 gr. The top-mark is 6
dots surrvounding a centre-dot, the side mark a rectangular

- cross with 4 dots. The same mark can be seen as top-mark on
a coin in the Album of the Natloml Museaum. Two hammer-
marks on emch sidé.

25)% Another newly-described coin, (Plats ¥, 2), weighing only 13.5
gr. Top-mark & dofswith a centre dot, side-mark an open
conch-shell, Clear shaps with one hammer-mark on each side.
2 outs.. ''he side mark is similar to Kunlab's drawing No. 21..
but turjed by an angle of 90°, :

26)* Plate V, 8a/b shows o very interesting coin, weighing 14.4 gr.
Clear ghape with two rotund hammer.matks. On top & dots
around (fmfw -dot ; the side-mark i a water pot (Kontho) in
a {rame similar to that depioted by Nai Kulab in drawing.
No. 5. No outs or nicks.

27)* This coin (Plate V7, 4) iz depicted by lp May on PlateX VIII/J
On top is a. Rachasi, on one side a bunch of lotus-flowers,
on the other side a wheel with 6 spokes. Weight 14.85 gr. 2
cuts. The shaps is not clear. I consider this coin ag genuine,
because I have seen three specimens, all alike.

- 98)* This coin (Plate V, 5) waighs only 12.5 gr. The shape is clear.
. No cuats, but a hole between the ends. On top 17 dots surround-
" ing. a centre-dot. Tha side-mark is somewhat similar to Bua
Yantra (le May Mark 89)
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The next coin {Plale V. 6) weighs 18.75 gr. The shape is

_elear. On top 6 dots around a centre-dof,  The side-mark

ig similar to Nai Kulab's drawing No. 7. The Album of the
National Museum shows a similar coin. The mark is there
ealled Bua Ban Laos.: ‘

Mark No. 27 (le May), Bunch of lotus-flowers,

There are two varieties of this coin distinetly different. One is

- like Mark 27 (le May), but the other one is like Block 3, of which

the top-mark is also somewhat different from Mark 28 of le’
May. Thére,were probably two editions of this coin during the
respective reign.

T have also found some varieties to Marks 87 and 28 (le May),

‘the coins of Phra Narai's reign. They probably represent new

editions of‘ the same mark, which are likely to have heen issued
during a long reign of 39 years. The variety of Mark 37 (le
May) is shown in Block #£. The lower part of the frame is
cleajrly interrupted. Block 5 shows a variety of Mark 38 (le
May). Tke lower part of the frame is likewise interrupted and
the dot in the middle of the lowest line of ﬂowars has been placed
in the middle of the frame.

Mark 39 {(le: May), Yantra.

I ha.ve a specimen with 4 ma.rks in a.ddltnon to the top-mark,
which latter ecorresponds to Mark 48 (e May). 2 marks are in
front and at the back, 2 on the hammer-marks. The meaning
of stamping the coins with more than one mark of the same or
other kind is unknown to me.

Block 10 and Plate V, 7 show a eoin, which welghs only 9.6 gr.
The sha.pe is clear and both ends are perfectly out and round.
There is a hole between the ends. The top mark i somewhat
blurred and shows a Chakra-wheel with 9 spokes. The metal
( apparently not pure silver ) is of slight' yellowish eolour. I
believe that the coin is pre-Ayuthia, a specimen from the Nortb, :
or a forgery of the Unalom mark,
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34)* Blocks 13 and 14, This is a shmnge coin, weighing 13.8 gr.

35)

Although I do not like the general appearance of if, it might be
% genuine coin, -and 1 helieve it woxbhwhlle to deseribe i, 2
single clear hammer-marks. The top-mark is a conch-shell,
The side-mark ia an animal ( Rachasi ? ) with an eregt bushy
tail ( ¢f. le May Plate XVIII No.? and 8). Both mmrks
seem to he engmved not applied hy means of a die. I con-
sider it a doubtinl coin. ‘

Block 15 shows the side-mark of g coin of 14.6 gr. weight, I
was inclined to believe that it represented mark 48 (le May).
But the arrangement of dots is very different; as 'may be seen
from the block, The top-mark is blurred, but seems to repre-
sent « wheel with 6 (?) spokes.

Cotins of lesser wez'g/zt of Pre- Bangkok period.

About what le May has gaid with regard to the small coinage
of Ayuthia I have no remarks to make: I can only confirm
that it is yery puzzling and diffieult to place. In spite of his
pessimism I have been able fo discover quite a number of coins
80 'fa.xf undeseribed, and it st,rik@s me 28 strange that thege
coing should not have been known ten or fifteen years ago.
Beforeeseribing the coing I would like to make the following
xema,rks - :

Tt muﬂt be noted that the large marks found on the Ayubhla.n
haht-coing could not he reproduced on coing of smaller value.

‘Therefore the marks on the lesser coins, reduced in  size, will

often not-show the similar number of,: for instance, lotus blos-
soms or dots. If we take Mark 43 {le May), the mark shows9
dots, The quarter-haht-piece with apparently the same mark,
which I degeribe below, has not 9 dots, but only 3 dote.
Nevertheless I consider this quarter-baht plece as belonging to
the same reign. Lie May has given examples of this on Plate

XTIV, coins No. 4 and 5. He also agsumes that No. 4 with only
3 lotus-blossoms belongs to Mark 27 of the baht-coin with 8
| blossoms, and No, 5 with only 6 blossoms- to Mark 17 with 10

blosgoms. The ¢amé can be observed on coins with conch- shells,

“where the smaller values’ ha,ve ofhen less dots ab the base of the

shell than the baht-eoin, This was due apparently to the im-
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possibility of manufacturing dies for the smaller coins which-
would produce a mark smaller but otherwise the exact re-
plica of the baht-mark,

The coins which are shown on Blocks 16 and 17 are still easily
found in Bangkok silver-shops. It is all the more surprising
that they woere not mentioned by le Mayv. THe mentions the
slephant-mavk only in comnection with ancther mark, but has
apparently never seen this coin with the elephant alone.

Block 16-—Coin with an elephant as sideanark,

A high and narrow coin. Two clear hammer-marks. ITinds do
not meet. T believe it to belong to le May Plale XIII No. 9
(1 Baht), The weight of this coin is 1.7 gr. (=% Baht).

Block 17— Elephant as top-mark,
This is gimilar in shape to le May Plate X{V, No. 1 but hasg no
side-mark. The weight of this coin is 8.4 gr. (=1 Baht).

Block 18 shows the side view of another coin, with an elephant
as top mark. Theve is no side-mark. The shoulders are round.
od and between the énds is a clear hole.

Block 19 represents the side-yiew of a com w’hmh is hlgh and
narrow. The ends are wide apart the ha.mmcu marks long and
oval. The mark does not convey anything to me. Weight 3.1

gr.

‘Block 20 Plate VI, 1 shows the side-view of & coin with the only
mark of an'open conch-shell of a type not depwbed by le May,.
Welghh 3.7 gr. (+ Baht).

Blocla‘ 21 is anobher coin with a conch-shell of a so far undes.-

- 6ribed design. Weighh 1.8 gr. (Vg Baht).

Block 22 and Pla/e VI, 2 show a low and flat coin of 3.2 gr.

woeight; The side-mark shows 2 lines of dofs (Euchawal). There-
are & medium-desp cuts. The top-mark is a vertical conch-shell
resting on a bags. This might be the lesser value of the coin

‘shown on Block 6. This coin is also shown in the Album of the

National Museum.
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Block 23 and Plale VI, 8 show a coin with a peeuliar top-mark.
It looks like an elephant, buy there is & hump on the shoulder,
The side mark is a conch-shéll, There are 2 desp and 2 ad-
ditional small cuts. The weight is 3.5 gr. (14 Baht).

Block 24 ig the top mark of a small and flatfish coin of only
1.45 gr. weight. The mark looks to me like a Niare.

Block 25 represents the only mark of a coin of 3.85 gr. weight,

It is probably the inside of a shell, The edges of this coin are '

notelearly cut and show traces of fwo hammer-marks.

Block 26 is the side-mark of a coin of 1.8 gr. weight. The
top-mark is a- wheel with ¢ spokes. I believe it belongs to
Murk 43 (le May). ~ It is also shown in the Collection of
Photos of the Na,tlonal Museum.”

Block 27 shows the side-mark of a coin of 1.7 gr. weight, The
conch-shell is of the same damgn as that on Block 25 (le May)
and I believe it to be the & Baht coin belonging to that. The
shouldera are eompletely rounded. But I have another speeci-

‘men with the same mmk with two 1ong oval hammer marks.

Tn addition I have collected the following coing, not yet
mentioned by le May: "

14-Baht of Mark 55 (1e May), Conch-Shell.

Lge Ba,ht of Murk 56 (le May), Conch-Shell.

V4-Baht of Mark 57 (le Ma.y) Conch-Shell.

14-Baht of Plate XIV, No. 1¢ (le May), Conch-Shell,
14-Baht of Plate XIV, No. 11 ( o May), Conch-ohell,
The doing with marks depioted on Blocks 28- 31 are from
Mr. N ouohseollechlon
Block. 28, a (,on(*lz Shell, weight 1.8 gr.
Block 29, also & Conch-Shell, ngght 9.85 gr.
Block 30, weight 1.8 gr. '
Block 31, a,gmn a Conch-Shell, weight 3 gr.
I a.dd three more eoins, which came into my possession

during the writing of these studies,
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57) Clear shape with round hammer-marks. On top dots; side-
mark : 4 dots separated by lines, Weight 6.9 gr. (% Baht).

58) Clear shapes with round hammer-marks., On top dots. sids.
mark: Rachawat with 10 dots, Weight 7.2 gr. (& Baht).
Plate VI, 4,

59) This coin weighs 3.2 gr. (14 Baht), Rounded shoulders, Only
one mark : The.conch-shell shown on Plate VI, 5, 2 cuts. Pro-
bably a rather old coin.

T repeat, it seems strange that none of the many coins des-
oribed above should have been known during le May's time
and T am gure that of the small coinage of Ayuthia still many
more will come to light.

60/ 61) Before adding a few coing, apparently belonging to the Bangkok
" period, I give the photos of two coins on Plate VI 6/7, showing
the famous Fork-Mark. In both oases the mark is applied
to the eoin at an angle, the points of the fork pointing down-
wards, not upwards, as shown on le May Plate XVIII/S. Ons
coin has ag top-mark a wheel of 5 spokes with dobts between
the spokes, the other the Chakra-Wheel. The latter, strange
to say, although indicating the Bangkol perigd, has two clear
. round\‘hummer-ma,rks, whereas the former has one clear round
hammer-mark on one side and two hammer marks on the
other.  Plate VI, 7 weighs 151 gr., and Plate VI/6 weighs
14,85 gr.

The question whehher the coing with the fork- mark arae
genuine or not hag been dealt with by le May, who believes that
they are forgeries. I am, after having seen 80 many of them,
unable to share his opinion, A coin with the fork-mark doubt-

 less exists, but I cannot say whether it i the mark of Phya.
Tak or not, ! : ‘ ' ‘

a) . Bullet coins of Banghofk Period.

I shall first describe a few coins, which have the Chakra-
wheel as top mark and seem therefore to belong to the Bangkok
period, although I am not quite sure about it. L1t might be pos-"
sible- that the Chakra- Wheel was also used before the Chakri
Dynasty’s coming to power,
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Plate VI, 8, Chakra-wheel on top, Rachawat {10 dots) as side-
mark. Weight 15,15 gr Strange 28 it seems this coin has
clearly Ayuthian shape with one. clea.r round hammer-mark on
each side.

Plais VI, 9. Ghakm wheel on top and some flowers (?) in a
frame ag sxde mark, Weight 15.15 gr.  This coin has ¢ ham-
mer-marks on each side. A similar coin is depicted in the Album
of the Nabional Museum. Ttis genuine beyond doubt.

In this connection I would like“to add the following note :

Le May, in describing the bullet coins of the Bauglxok Period,

* mentions the one-B&ht and the %-Baht values of the “Flower™

mark and the Bui Matum mark. In many years of colleot-
ing I have never come aer0=é one of them. This of course does
not mean that they do not exisé, But they must be extremely
rare. Apparently le May had none at his disposal for making;.
‘hig' plates, as the representatives of these two marks in his.
"book are photographs of lesser values ({-Baht and 14-Baht).
But I am fairly sure that the coin deseribed above under No.

63 vepresents the One-Babht-coin of the “Flower " matk, on

which, as may be seen from the reproduction, the mark, as
comparad with the +-Baht eoin, has been repeated four times,
the whole surrounded by a frame. If seems, that the 1-Baht and!
the %‘,:-%aht values of both, the “Flower” mark and the Bai
Matum-mark a.i‘e very rare, whereas the lagser values of I--
Baht and 14-Baht are fairly common,

Le May distinguishes two marks, 7. e, the “Flower”" mark and
the mark of “Arrow-head”. Although he mentions that Prince:
Piya considers these two marks as variations of one and the
game mark, he is himself not prepared t0 accept this suggestion,
because, as he says, the “Flower-mark bas no frame”. I
bhave however found many coins of the salueng value of the
“TMower” mark with three dots and a complete frame around.
T therefore believe that. Prince Piva is right, and that both
marks of le Mav are aimply;vmiations of one and the same coin,
#

Plate VII 1." This coin weighs 15,25 gr. Top.mark: Chakra-
wheel, side-mark: 4An upnght open shell in a frame. Tbe shape

is ot clear. -
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I have included in the Plates photographs of two very rare.
specimens,
The Chaleo-mark of the third reign (Plata VII 2)..
The Phra Kio-mark of the fifth reign. (Plate VII, 8).

- Alshough these coins are known, it might interest eollectors ta

ses someé clear photos of thess.very rare coins, of which I have

.seen ouly one specimen each.

I have a Baht-Coin with the Krut-mark on one side and the
Palace-mark on the other, The weight i3 normal. Two ham-
mer-marks on each end. '(See No. 76).
In my collection have a.l4-Baht-coin with the Mongkut-inark
repeated on all four sides.” This curiosity is mentionad already
by le May.

[ have recently searched a collection of more than 600
Baht-coins, which a Chinese dealsr had bought from a Thai.
Before sending the lot to the melting pot, the dealer allowed

~me to searchit, It must have been a collection.of the third -

reign, because about 500 coins were of the, Prasut mark and

" the rest were coins of the first, second and fourth reigns. There

wers only three coins of the Ayuthis period,

Among these coins I found a Bahb-coin with the Tri-mark,
which apparently bad not heen used at all, ‘vt had heen kept
after it came from the mint. As the mark is very distinet and
elear, I have made "Block 32 of it, to show how it dlﬂ'ers from
the representative mark given by le May. -

T have sean hundreds of Baht-coins with the Tri-mark. On all
of them the points of the blades of the Chakra run to the left,
when seen from above. . But I possess one specimen on wbhich
the points of the Chakrae blades run to the right, i. e.in clock-
wise direction. This I would hke to ‘mention a8 a cumoslhy A
See Plate VI, 4. .

The facts that, on the one hand very many of the small
Ayuthian coins are still obtainable'in Bangkok, whereas on the
other hand the lesser values of the first coins of the Bangkok
period { Tri-Unalom mark ete.) are décidedly rare, lead me to
the assumption that the small colnage of Ayuthia may have
remained legal tender for a long time after the beglnmng of
the Chakn Dynasty,
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It has never been mentioned by le May that the small

" coins (14 and 14 Baht) of the Bui Matwm and Ruang Bueng

marks have no Chakra wheel on top, whereas coins with she-
Arrow-head mark have a Chakra wheel as mark of the dynas-
try. Could this fact give an indication of the prospective
‘age of the respective coins, about which le May seems to he
still in doubt ? o

The coin qhan on Block 33 ( perhaps a conch- shell) is o
freqguently fmmd in Bangkok shops, in the size of § Babht, that
I wonder why le-May did not mention it, or how it could escape
his notice. In a collection of ‘small‘coins, comprising 400
pieces odd, 1 found not less than 26 specimens and two of the
smaller value of 14 Ba.bt“. In the Album of the National
Museum this coin is eatled Hang-hong stamp, the meaning

" of which T.do not understand. I presume it is a ocoin from the

first reigns of the Bangkok dynasty, as it was among numerous
coiny of the Bai Mafum and the Rwung Bueng marks. The-
hammer-marks are partly double, partly single. This sug--
gests a still existing conneetion with Ayuthia, similar to the ™
Tri-mark coins. :

T‘urhhel the followmg coing ‘of the Ba.ngkok panod which

.show different or repeateﬁ gide-marks on each particular speci~

men, have been found :

1-Baht coin,  Unalom on one side, Plusat on’ the other
Prasat on two sides. ‘
Prasat four times repaated,
Krut on'two sides.
Krut on one side, Prasat on the other.
%-Baht, Prasat, repeated four times.
3 Baht. Water-pot, repeated four times.
§-Baht. T nalom, ropeated four times.

These coins, from 72 to 79, are hkeWme from Mr. Noirot's
col]ectlou.
Le May menblons the 80-Baht coin 1ssued ab the begmnmd of
the reign of ng Monglut together with the well-known series
of the M()nqk ut mark,
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This was the first coin issued of such an enormous weight,
to be followad only by another one under King Chulalongkorn,
when a series of six bullet coins was issued of 80, 40, 20, 10, 4
and 2 Bahts in memory of the King's mother.

Although the 80-Baht eoin of King Mongkuy is rather rare,
I have been able to colleet three pieces, which are all shown on
Plate VIT, 5/7. The weight of these pieces is 1216, 1195 and
1185 gr. As wmay be geen from the photos, the marks on these

" coins are all engraved, not stamped by dies. Therefore the

Bla

—

81b)

designs are not quite alike. It is strange that the Chakra-whesl
in ons case turns to the left, whereas in the two other cases it
tarns clockwige, Plate VII 1/2 shows the 80-Baht coin in its
natural size and also one of the smallest bullet coins minted,
of 1/64 Baht. This will give an impression of the large size of
the 80-Baht aoin, which is 5120 times heavier than the small
coin, ‘ K ‘ ‘

On Plate VIII, /41 show 9 coins, approximately natural
size, the larger one '

has a Yantra-mark as top-mark and four marks with a Rachast
on the four sides, This coin weighs 444 gr. Fhe other coin
hag the sams top-mark and four elephants on the four sides.
This coin weighs 244 gr.

I do not know the history of these two coins, which are
from the qollechion of Nai Kroen Silapet, but I have been fold
that §hey were purchased from the palace of H. R. H. Prince
Bhapurangsi, I presume that they were issued privately on
some special oceasion, but not by the government.

Variouns other coins, '

Finally I propose to deal briefly with some other coins, which
T believe to be interesting for those interested in Thai Coins,

Firstly I would like fo 'add some nokes on coins, which
owing to their peculiar marks and weights I have been unable
to place. Posgibly these notes might elicit further information.

There is a colleation of “small ‘coins in my possession,
which I bought at Chiengmaj 5 years ago. They are all very
‘ [
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similar in shaps, although varying in weight. - The material is
of very good silver, the shapes uniform, ¢. e. flat in front and
at the baclk and almost rounded at the sides. The ends closs
and there is a hole in each coin hetwean the ends, to carry the
coins on strings. The weight varies between a little over 1 gr.
and 1.75 gr. The averaue weight of 20 pieces is 1.5 gr. which
might ecorrespond to one-eighth-bahb of the Northern Baht of
about 12 gr. ‘The coins have no ocuts and bear marks as’
gshown on V k

Blocks 34/35. 1 must admit that I do not know where to
place these ecoins. In the Ba.n_gkok shops they are rare.

Block 36, A coin of 2,7 gr, weight. ‘Bo_hh ends meet, 2
hammer-marks, a clear hole helween the ends, On top a
mark with 7 dots around a centre.dot. » _
Block 87. A ocoin of 3.15 gr. weight. Only one mark, 2
bhammer-marks, ends do not mest. :

Blcek 38, A coin of 3-Baht with only one side-mark as shown,

Finds with deuhle hammer-marks do not meet.

Block 39. A very small round or oblong coin of 1,3 gr, weight.
Doublethammer-marks, The mark is known as Namo. Both
types are in the Album of the National Museum.

Blocks 40 to 43 are liliewise small coins, with marksso far
undescubed from the collection of Mr. Noirot. They all have
rounded edges, the ends meeh and theve is & hole.between the
ends. : ‘

Block 40 weighs 3.0 gr.
Rlock 41 . 215 gr.
Blgélc 42 i 2.8 gr,
~ Bloclk 43 w7 gr

Block 44 is the only (top)-mark of 2 little ooins, perfectly
shaped, which weigh ounly 0.65 and 0.126 gr. respectively,

Secondly I shall desaribe some coins, not of the bullet-type,

. which I collected a,nd which ha,ve not yét been deacrlbed hefore:

On Plate IV, 1 I givea pwhure of the famous Mexican Dollar
shamped with the Mongkut-mark and the Chakra-wheel A
gimilar piece is shown by 16 May on Plate XXII 5 dated 1856.

¥
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My speoimen dates from 1857. Thia piece is sb rare, that le
Mav knew of only three, and hhe one shown hera is the only ons
T have seen,

The largest flat gold-piece issued under King Mongkut is of 2.
Baht weight, as shown on le Mayv's Plafe XXI. 7. The series
of silver-coing of the same design is headed by a 4-Baht.piecé, as
shown on le May Plate XXII, 1/1, I have atquired recensly
a piece of gold, weighing 61 gr., which is a replica of the 4-

* Baht-piece of the silver issue. See Plate IX, 2a/b. Tt can be

geen that this beautiful coin must have heen made by the same
dies as the silver 4-Baht piece, becanse the design on the obverse
is exactly identical. On the reverse however there are slight
deviations, 7. e. the inner frame around.ths words Krung
Sian: oonsigts of 2 lines on the silvaricoin, of only 1 line on the
gold-coin, and all the dots and strokes at the sdge, which are

- shown on the silver coin, are missing on the gold-eoin.

I presume that this gbld-coin.of 4-Baht weight was minted
from the old dies and issued on some special occasion, but has
never heen lagal tender at any time. The beautiful execution

" of the design bogether with the precious metal (99.9% gold) makes

it an outstanding piece. "

On Plate XXI, 6 1e May gives a picture of a copper-token, which

-was brought to Thailand by Tnglish merchants during the-

reign of King Mongkut, probably as sample for a prospective
order for coing from abroad. This eoin has on the reverse a
large lotus bloom with the date 1197 (- 1835),

I have collected a similar coin identical on the obverse with-
that one deseribed by le May, but showing on the reverse not a.

. lotus bloom, but an Flephant as depicted on Plate TX, 8.

This is probably likewise a sample of an alternative design,
but apparently was also rejected.

The, coin on Plute IX, 4a/b is a copper coi'n,‘ bearing oﬁ the -
obverse in Thai the word “Songlhla™ and the year 1241 (1879)

-as well as an.inseription in the Malay langnage (Arabie).

On the reverse a Chinese inscription (Clzzn Heng Tong Pao).
No value is indicated. This seems to be a aoin, perbaps prwate--
ly mlntod for looal use- in Sougkhla
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On Plate XXV, 3/4 le May depicts and describes the paper
meney issued by King Mongkut and showing the value in 11
different languages. To ls May ouly 5 values were known,
i1, 8, %, 1, and 1§ Baht. I supply oné of the missing
values of ¥4 Buit, as showu on Plate X, 7. 'This paper-

money is very rare, ‘ ‘

On the same Plate I show some odd coins, 7. .
The old Indian Coin, already published and deseribed by le
May Plate I, 4 and Kneedler Plate X, 2/8.

This speeimen was dug up ab Prachinburi Plate X, 2a/b.

Another Tndian Coin with the Conch-shell also already known
and described. Plate X, 3alb, n
Both coins are very rare no‘wa'da.ys. _

Plate X, A heavy lump of Chinese “'Syca-money” weighing -
1747 gr. The Chinese characters give the name of the firm,
which issued the coin, the year and the month of issue. There
are two additional Chinese names. It seems as if each holder:
had to have his name stamped on the coin before passing if, in a
similar way ag at present checks or drafts are endorsed.

Plate X, 5 A small piece of the same shape, weighing ‘only

110 gL,
Plate X 6 A piece of Chinese ‘Saddle” money eut to make

“change, Weight 138 ¢r.

To fill the space on this plate :
Plate X, 7/8 two old coins, one (X 8) of tin-alloy, the other
(X 7) of silver, found in the M@lay Peninsula.

f) 1 shall now briefly deal with what le May calls—

109/116)

L(uqe [’z/pe of Base Metal:

The repr esentatwe specimens are shown on Plates Xl 1/8
They all bear several marks, mostly five, among which the
Blephant, the Rachawat, the Yantra Circle of Dots, the Wheel
of the Law ware predominant, The material is of different
alloys, a composition of silven lead, tin, copper. The weights
are indicated on the plates and vary considerably. Le_ May,

. in his first artiele on- The Coins of the Bngkok D Jnasty
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(Jowrnal of the Siam Sociét'y Vol. XVIII Part 3), considersd
thega lumps of bass metal as coins, whersas in his book, issued
8 years later, he was ' inclined bo think that these lumps of
non-precious metal were _issued a8 weights and not as cwrrency
at all,” ‘

1 am however inelined to. share his former opinion, and
think it probable that the lumps were used as money, sither at
a time when silver-coins were not yet in general use, or in
addition’ to the silver for smaller change as in Furopean
countries. Of courge they are not handy, but rather bulky and
the weight is o disturbing factor for this theory. But I have
weighed about 100 pieces of such lumps of non-precious metal
and have found, that in nearly all cases a round figure of Bahts
can be obtained, when dividing the total weight by 12 or 13.
Assuming that the Northern Baht weighed about 19—13 gr,
nearly all these pieces give full Baht-weights with a little

- allowancee more or less. If we look at the Plates, we have as

weights 26, 52, 122, 60, 63, 61 and 40 gr. The pieces weighing[
52 gr. would be equal to 4 Baht (divided by 18), the piece of
192 gr. about 10 Baht (al.12 gr.), the piece of 60 and 63 gr.
equal to 5 Baht and the pieces of 40 gr. equal to about 3 Baht
(at 18 gr.) In this manner I have ascertained that nearly all
the weights of the 100 coins under examinatiorshow a full Baht-
weight from 2 Bahts to 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 10 Bahts. I did not
find o piece weighing 9 Bahts, nor any piece heavier than 10
Bahts, This leads me to the assumption that these pieces were
used as money, not as weights, all the more as pieces larger

‘ b}mn only 10 Baht-pieaes’would have been required for use ad

weights. T just think it poésible, a8 I said before, that all these
pieces, which in most cases look very ol;], bave been used as
money abt & mueh aarlier date than up to now anticipated.
More T cannotsay,
Note :

0

-The‘possibilities of good fepmducb;ons of coins by photo-

- graphy are greatly restricted during the war, owing to the lack:

of good photographie plates, paper, efc. The plates are there-
fore not perfect. . . As it was sometimes difficult to obtain photo-
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graphs at all, the pictures could not be made so sa to reproduce
all ooing in the same proporhxon of size; but moat of them are
reproduced in natural size. To facilitate the rexding of the
Plates I have added the -weiaht to each particular coin and
sometimes given several pictures of the same coin which.I how-
aver oould nof afford in every oase. I hope therefors that the
reproductions together with the description are tlear enough  to
7“1VB the reader an imprescion of the respective coin, and that
inspite of deficiencies the plates will suffieiontly serve a8 % kind
of record to which later referances oan be made.

C. CONCLUSIONS.

What conclugions can wa dmw from the long list of coins. oE the pre-
Bangkok period ? : ~ ,

a)} I believe that le May har been a litile foo scrupulous and
guspioions with regard to the authenticity of old soins. He Was_n.pparent»
ly inclined to reject each coin a8 a forgery, which aroused his suspicion
by its particular shape or weight. This attitude may be justified When6
only one specimen is known. 'But if there are many pieces of similar
ghape and weight it seems unlikely that they should all be forgeries and
all be forged in'the same way. As an instance I mention the peculiarly
shaped coins on le May’s Plate XVIII, 1, 2, 4. Of No. 1 have seen 5
pieces, of No. 2 and 4 two pieces each, which were all corresponding in
ghape with those depieted by le-May, although their weights were less:
than le May's examples.  In addition the coins which T hare seen have
been in the possession of Thais for a long time and it seems very unlikely
that they should be forgeries, I consider these three coins as genuine and
of considerable axntiquity. The same is'the case with Plate’ XVII 3, of
which T have a similar gpacimen (Plate V', 4). The top mark is a Ruchast,
There is in addition quite a number of other coins, the shape of which
is not quite olear (neither Ayuthia with one eclear hammer.mark, nor
Bangkok, with 2 hammer-marks) but which I consider nevertheless o be
genuine coins, There may have been a periad of minting coins, during
which none of. the olear shapes was adopted, aspecxu.lly in the North. There-
fore in my opinion the shape alonsis not: auﬂ‘.‘wienb reagon for rejecting a
coin, - This touches on the question of manufncturmg the bullet coing; in
pu.moulu.r the question how the marks were a.pphed Before the intro-
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duation of dies, and punches the marks were probably engraved by bhand.
1 belisve that most marks on very old-coins have been made by hand,
more or less killfully, sometimes rather crudely. For instance, the two
sonch-shells (le May Plate 1X 7/70) appear to be engraved as well as all
the specimens which .1 have seen of le May Plute XVII 1, 2, 4. (See
Plate 11, 2). :

Also sma.ll ovelwelght geems not sufficient reason to reject 8 coin
Preore, beca.use a. litsle weight may have been thrown in for luck®, asle
May says. 1 agree however with le May when he says that all specimens
of rare coins should be snb}ected to very careful examination, as the
likelihood of their being forgeries is much greater than iih or dznan/
COLNS,

b) I presume that the material at my disposal was far greater than
that of le May: Thisis parily due to the extraordinary eircumstances
durmg the war.

Ia: pxopomon to the smmll number of known Avyuthian and pre-

A yuthian coins, a considerable number has recently come to light, which
Jnle May’s time copld not he found or were known only from Dhogp-
graphs. This fact. may be explained partly by the. present troublesome
times, when collectors are forced to part with their tressures, On the

other hand the continuous rise: in the prices of gold anll silver—at the
moment of writing the priee per Baht ‘(15,25 gr.) weight of gold is 250.-
‘Tes. and for silver 2.40 Tes —has certainly stimulated sales. The coins
aold have—I am a.fraid-for the greater part found an obscure end in

the melting pots of gold and silver dealers and only a small number

ware saved from degtruction by collectors I’ belieye that. the mnuwmber
of old coins still in existenace is a limited one. This is no time for collec-
#ing antiques and ounrios. And I fear that, the mumber of. serious
collectors being still on the decline, it will become more and raore diffi-

cult to inereass our knowledge and information about this interesting
subject. I mention the fiot that genuine gold coins from the reign of

King Mongkut are extremely rare today and hardly obtainable at all

‘There iz however a new demand for ancient -bullet-coine caused by the
war. Many Deople buy such eoins to have them . melted and cast into -

small figures of the ‘Buddha, (see Plate X 9) 1 am told that they are-

used ag amulets to render the bearer safe against bullets and other bodily

harm during the-war,
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¢} Nai Kularb, who published his-list of marks on Ayuthia coins in
1908 and who attempted to asoribe each mark to a particular reign. is
geverely taken to task by le May. ‘Now,my list of coing ghows that sevéral
marks drawn hy. Nai Kularb in his book have actually been found on coins
a3 I have mentioned in the deseription. I therefore thinlk this an ocoasion
fo exonerate this gentleman at least partly from the shame to Wiﬁlich le
May has put him.  Although the various reigns and marks on 00ins may
have been hrought together hy . Nai Rulatb mainly -on hear-say, thers
might be some truth in oral tradition carried on for conturies in - gpite of
the lack of written evidence. ~T'am mot prepared to accept' Nai Kularb's
statements at their face-value, but ‘even Gerini has in his time dated some-
marks, and some of Gerini’s and Nai Kularb’s suggestions may be cor-
rect. But we are still in the dark and T fear we always will remain so.

d) Te May says: “Tha only indication I oan give to its (each coin
of the Ayuthia period ) probable date; is the frequency with which each
is found today.” This is to my opinion an erroneous conclusion.. The
frequency with which each coin was found in le May's time and now a-
days is according to my experience entirely different. And such a
variable frequency seems o me o very doubtful and uncertain indication
as to the respective age, because any edition of coing may have, or
almost cerfisinly has, varied in the quantity of its to‘al issue. -In ad--
dition: During the same reign several marks have apparently been issued.
in more fhan one edition, slightly varying,. from one another. Therefore
a ooin igsued in small numbers during 8 sho»rh‘reign is probably more
rare now than a coin issued in large numbers during an earlier and longer-
reign.

e)  Origin-of the bullet-coin, -

There is however anofher imporfant question, in which I entirely
agroe with the suggestions brought forward by le' May, 7. ¢. the origin of
the bullet-coin. It is admitted that the mystery, why the Thais cams 'to
adopt such a peouliar shape for their monéy hag not Vet been solved. But
there are strong reasons to assume that the bullet coinage was introduced
before the Sukothai period and may date »fro‘niftha X'Ich'qr XIIth century,
It is probabls that the Thai of Nanchao, before their emigration to the
South, through their contaoct with Burma, orsated a coinage of their own:
in the shape of bracelet-money;: in order to do:away with the Chinese
syce-money, - The marks on  these bracelet -coins suggest Indian in-

»
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fluence. Now the examples of bracelet money as depicted in le May's
book on Plate Ill, 5, 8, 7 weigh 4 Baht, 4% and 8} Bahtrespectively, i, e,

" they -are equal to the Thai Tamlung or 2 Tamlungs, Bracelet money
geems to me the fore-rummer of the Kha-khim money as well as of the
bullei-coing. In the firat case the two halves of the bracelet were bent out-
wards to result in the K/a-khim, in the second case the two halves were
pressed together to form the shape of the eoin which I show on Plate 11, 4.
The latter therefore seems to me a remarkable kind of s missing link,
ag it seams to indicate the transition from the bracelet-coin to the northern
Bullet-coin  The weight of this coin is 48 grams, i, ¢. about 4 times the
weight of the later Northern Baht. The marks are similar to ‘those on
bracelet-coing, bub there are clear hammer-marks ai both ends, The
quality seems to he of good sitver.

" If the reader will look at le May Plate I71, ¢ then -at Plate II, 4
a.nd then at le May Plate V, the evolution of the Baht from the bracelet-
coin into the stsa.nda.rdued shaps of the Ayuthia Baht will appear plausible,
although the thiekness. of the bracelet-coin was less, beeause it was pro-
bably worn actually as a bracelet, whereas the coin on Plate I, 3 is

»obviously made from a much thicker bar of silver, by bending the ends to-
gether, ~But as ths latter was no longer carried around the wrists, but
presamably on a string, it was uot necessary to take avery thin bar of
gilver in order to obtain the weight of one tamlung. Obviously there soon
arose a demand for smaller coins in the North, which led to the division
of the tamlung into 4 parts of about 12 gram-weight each. In the same’
way the Ayathia Baht was divided into 4 salungs. And such a northern
Baht of the earliest time must have looked like le May Plate V, 1 or
Plate II, 1. The former weighs 12,6 gr., the latter 13 gr. It seems that
only much later after the existence of the bracslet coin the principalities
of the North developed the K/a-kkim coin, whereas the South (Sukhothai
and Ayuthia) gradually adophed the Northern Baht improving the marks
-and changing its weight to the la.tser standard of about 15 gr, So to me
‘the shape of the Ayuthia Baht seems to be the outoome of a gra.dua.l deve-
lopment, not the idea of any partieular King. T prefer this theory of
transition and evolution to that of Ma.;lor Se:denfaden. who suggests that
the Thai in making their bullet coins meant to iritate the shape of &
cowne-shell

f) - Le May has mmde an interesting : a.ttempt: to classify and date
the Standard Baht - coinage of Aynthis and Sukhothai by aompatmg the

[
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number of different marks whish he had compiled with the number ot
the Kings of the Ayuthia and Sukbothai dynasties, After elimingting those
Kings who in hi¢ opinjon were unlikely to have issued new coins owing to
the shortness of their reigr, he arrives at the figure of 97 Kings, which
nearly corresponds to the number of 94—96 marks known t0 and congi-
dered u8 genvine by him, But if,.a8 T hopeto have prov,ed", the number
of marks on genuine Sukothal and Ayuthia coins is actpally much higher
than anticipated by le May, the two figures do not correspond any more
and the assumption of le May is wrong. 'Apparenbl‘y le May could not
withstand the temptation of g certain speculation, and I am the }ast one
to blawe him for that, But it is.obvious that his whole attempt to make
the nymber of Kings tally with the qumber of marks .must be futile and
hig theory overthrown, an soon as additional discoveries are made and
the exintence of so many more marks on genuine ocoing is -established, Tt
might likewise be tempting for me fio say: Now ineluding the coins newly
discovered and described by me, @pd these are at least 19 different
coing of the Baht weight, we have 30 many mote coing probably of the
Sukhothai period and so many more coins of the Ayuthia period. Let us
reinstate gome of the Kings which le May eliminated and maké ,the two
figures tally again, But I am not going to give way ‘to this temptation, »
because any day new coing with unknown marks may é.nd‘ will probably
be digcovered, and I firmly helieve that it is not possible to make both
ends meet. Besides 1 am of the opinion that this juggling with figures is
entirely useless from o scientific point of view and does not bring us
nearer to the soluiion of the problem. ‘

There is another reason Why any attempt in this direction seems
futile to me, Iie May guotes the opinion of His late Royal Highness
Prince Dawmrong, that a particular King may have changed his persona}
mark during lis reign for some spectal occasion, or that the change of
mark may not represent a change of King af ull, but a period of mini
ling, irrespective of the changé of reign. 1 am inelined to sharé the
opinion of 1. R, H, Prince Damrong, espeeially with regard to the last
qnotation, all the more as we know that during various reigns of the
Bangkok Dynasty, several bullet-coing with different marka were ‘igsued
on special occasions.

T repeat that with our present knowledge it is impoasible' o cla.s.sify

“the pre-Bangkok bullet-coins and to ascribe them to a partioular relgn.
.with the exception of the coin on le May Block 87 (}?late XTI 5/7) which

»
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acoording to de la Lioubédre’s book was lega.l tendsr during the relgn of
Phra Narai (1688). :

d) “Tha purpose of the publication of thése sbudleﬁ is two-fold - I
wanted to bring to the knowledge  of a ‘wider circle—especially to- the
kiowledge of the Thai-~all the material which has mot yet been pub-
lighed. - But in ‘addition T wolld be glad; it by-these notes the- fascma.tmg‘
hobby of-éollacting coins- should :be- propagated ‘and stimulated: -
deepens ‘the: knowledge of ' thé history-of this country and—after all'—"-ia‘
perhaps not a°bad investment in times: of nnoertainty; Numsrous old coing
have, I am afraid, -alfeady -disappesrsd. - I hope T have bber ‘ablé td
gave some othefs. Tay from: .halieving ‘myself unassailable ‘in' my ‘con-
oltsions or- assumptions; -1 shall. st any - time: w elecine- ail -eritisisms or
ndditions, whioh riight -be elicited by these riotes. The subjéct is a diffioult™
one Thalé'iS'VerY little firm: ground- o atand- ony ‘snd-everybody- who
n.tita.cks this subject of old Thai Coins i8 bound: to- make ‘mistakes ‘gomav
times or t0 arrive a,t wrong conclustona : _

" I ‘voncluding thxs paper T twish’ to extsend iy’ thanks b0 Mr. M, C
Noirot for his help and ‘advice, | ‘a8 YWell a.s to the Reverend' Phra Srl'n
Sachyamum and to Nai Kman Sﬂapeb who hs.ve &ll “plaedd’ then: collec
mons a.ﬁ my dlgposal ana gwen me ms.uy uaeful suggeshons :
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