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The use of stonein remole ttmes in Annam, Indonesio and Assam iy
“the title of the last work written by the learned Dr. Madeleine Colani
who 8o recenily passed away. Like everything written by this dist-
inguished prehistorian it is carefully, convineingly and lucidly worked out,
and being the pioneer work of its kind this book is destined, probably for
-aver, to be considgred a standard work.

The author’s diseoveries in Annawm of water reservoirs, wells and
guperimposed terraces for sacrificial purposes have already been shorily
mentioned in the Cahiers de VHoole Frangaise d’ Extréme-Orient bub the
whole problem of thesé no doubt ancient and very interesting hydraulie
constructions is here taken up for a thorough seientific examination worthy
sof Mlle, Colani's accustomed sagacity and wide learning.

The locality of the northernmost of the irrigation works and other
-gtone constructions, treated in this hook, ig found in the centre and
northern parts of the province of Quang-Tri, The constructions on the
‘hagaltic outerops of Gilo-Linh and Vinh-Linh, situated to the northwest
of Hué, come in for special freatment s they are more numerous here
‘than in any obhver region of Annam. The basaltic soilis the outcoms of
.decomposed basalt, a yoleanie product. . This goil, whichis very fertile,
consipis of two kinds, blaock and brown, and red earth, - Basaltic soils
" are very good conductors of water, and as such are the raison d'dire for
ithe water reservoirs, wells and irrigation works constructed by the,.s0 far
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to us, unknown ancients who once peopled the hitls and plains of Annam
long hefora the advent of the Annamites,

The author divides her bookinto eleven chapters, In the first chapter
she treats such generalities as have already hesn mentioned in the firat
part of our appreciation besides desoribing the cowmponent parts of one of
the most complete syatems of water reservoirs found, viz., on the basaliic
outorop of Gio-linh, Taken in order from top to bottom such a system
consistas of 1) a dry terrace and below, 2) an upper reservoir into which
rung the water issuing from the hill, still a little lower, 3) the supply basin
that receives its water from 2), where the villagers aome daily to fetch
their drinking water, wash their clothes and vegebables and bathe, 4) a
large basin, slightly inelined, with almosb stagnant water which serves as
outlet for the water rseeived from the upper basins. E[ere the .
buffaloes love to welter in the liquid mud ; and finally there is 5) the drain
through which the paddy fields are irrigated by the outﬁowmg water.

In some cases there are complementary basing and drains for a wider
distribution of the watbexr. - Often there are seen the ruins of rectangular
enclosures situated in the forest at variable disbances from the terraces.
Inside sush--enclosures ‘a8 found the communal house or a small pagoda.
The author asks: . Have these recent constructions replaced soma ancient
edifices ? That is probable though not certain., The present villages, like

~$he ancient ones, are built on these basaltie hilly forgations, and frem
_,ﬁheﬁn lead rustio flights of stone ateps down fo the basing. The steps are.
often mads-of quite raw and unfashioned stdnes Beslde the basing and
the shairs other ancient: consfructions are- met with such as stone paved.
roa.ds, earthen ramparts reinforced with raw_gfones, stone walls, etc.
Father Oadidre, who knows well these regwns and the ‘mystic ideas of
* the population,. thinks he has detested in these constructions the mbentlon
of the ancients, hy the help of ma.glc, to defend themselves against the
mﬂuence ol evil powers ‘
' Tt is surprising that no stone montiments, at&tues or mscmptmns have-
- been found even hu.r&ly any fa.shlonlng of the stone - Still the work of
orgamzing a whole region by building stone ramparts and making-
eomplete water installations for the villages, irrigation of the fields, ete,
must mean that they: were executed carefully according to a preconceived
4p1an. In order to arrive at an exact 1dea. it would be necessa.ry to enter
acourately all these vestiges on a map, seale 1: 95,000.. - Firgt then ons-
would understand the stupendous work earried out. by these emgmattcaL
- peaople,
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" Who were the builders of these water basing? Nobody knows, Bust
‘two facts remain: 1) A hugs, a fabnlous quantity of large pieces of bagalt
has been transported to these various constructions, and 9) that this work
" must have required a large number of brawny arms. . Todireet such work

there must also Have been an energetio and competent administrative
organization,» Tu chapters IT, IV, V and VIII the author desoribes
altogether aom° 131 water basing and irrigation works and wells, The
bathing basing with their water spouts are almost identieal to those found
in Bali and on Nias (to,’ the wess of Sumatra). Some of these water
systems are quite extensive ag for instamce that of Kinbh, with its three
water gpouts, which from north to south has a length of about 55 metres.
Two staircases lead down from the village of An-Nha { pronounce An-
Ya ) to this installation, It is & pity that the Annamite peasants of our
days do not do anything in the way of keeping thess wonderful and to
them so useful constructions in good ropair, As the author says the spirit
of the Annamite is not ben on kesping up but rather on destroying, We
cannot follow the learned lady in her detailed desoripiions of these
numerous water installations of which hardly two are identical in
design, being, everyone of them, cunningly adapted to the contours of t'he'
land; but shall only, here and thers, mention some of the more
cha.raicheristic foatures of them, The output of water irom these installa-
tions is very varialye, in soms cases very considerable, The output of the
“installation at the "“Royal pagoda” is vhus 83,600 litres per hour i.e.
806,400 litres or 806 cubic metres per day Wwhich may be ocalled
" enormons. The neighbouring paddy-fields ave therefore very well irrigated.
The suthor takes the opportunity, when™ speaking about the use for-
bathing purposes made by the loocal population of bhese water basins, to
comment on the degéenerate a.nd unhealthy appeamuce of the Ann&mmab of
these regions. ) .
It rauss be wmemheLeA t‘.ha.h though 'ohe various water systems

were axcellenh]y plmmed and executed by sheir unknown builders nhere o

never arose anY question of-& single vagt comprehensive system of iy nganmn
Tach m%a.liabton was-only: mx.enaed %o sexve. the needs of one pa,rmcula.r
village. . However, tha numerous msba.llaumns of this kind have mads of
tHe Gio-link ‘basaliiv planigan one of the most-fertile spets in Annam,
That the angient: buﬂdm% buils well aud solidly is proved by the presenoce,
under the surface of the g,round of blocks of suone cmsohdabmg the
tarraces and sapporting the walls thus ensuring the eontinuous outflow of -
‘the water, Hven someWhat rough un&erground works weré catried. out.
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Evgry ins)hal'@tion had ity gnardian spirih, o jealous and inexorable spiri,
often evil-minded and dangerous, with whom one must keep on good terms -
by propitiary sacrifices. Our author had to offer guch a one in order
not to offénd the spirits by her exeavations! In some villages there i,
besides the magic defenses against outside evil powers. also to be thought
of more material enemies such as the terrible man-eating tigets of Annam
49 well ag the savage Mois' of the hilly hinterland. In chapter III the
aﬁbhor discusses tha problem of the religious cult for which the terraces were -
destined, as well as the stone emceintes. On or neéar the terraces are
always seen growing immense and very old specimans of the' Flicus reli-
giosa, our B6 three, which may reach an age of about 2,000 years. Were
* they contemporary with the buildprs of the basips? To find out the:
particular kind of religions cult associated with the terraces and basing
one must go to other places where like cons’nruotidns are found. Dr.
von Heine-Geldern mentions baths sonsisting of thres basins at Penan-
gungan which were ma.dé in'memory of a Tdvanese prince whose ashes
‘ars interred there (977 C..B.J, and at Ostliang, also in Java, another
system of baths undernsath whioh the ashes' of King Airlangga (‘ea.
1042 C. B, ) are probably interred, Among the Angami Nagas in Assam
are found stone.lined wells, that, beside their practical purpose, also
havea ritual one, . Among the Katscha Nagas small stone pyramids
with a water basin ab their side are made in memory of the dead. The
Khasi and Jamtia dig ponds for washing the ashes and bones of people
who died from a violent death. Thres menhirs and a platform of horizon-
tal stones are erected near by. And among the Mikir, also in Assam, ag
wall ag in Niag, similar customs ars in existence, Mlle, Colani next
discusses the significance of the menhirs and says that in Assam they
ware destined to preserve the name of the dead; to be a dwelling place
for hig soul, and to protect it against dangers met with in his new life,
and furthermore bo assure him of the fertility of his fields and ocattle.
This fertility bringing attributes of the' megaliths are on par with the rols
played by wafer. The Angami Nagas have an alaborate system of’
ireigation with terraces. (1) . Stone paved chaussées, stair-cases and
watbering places are also found with them even stone platforms for
dancing. - Mr. Hutton, well-khown as the expert on all knowledge per-
tnining o the Naga tribes of Assam, mentions the latter as existing also
in'the gouthern’ Pacific isles, the Marquesas, and compares them Wwith.

1) Asour La‘w§ on the Bé Luang plateau, southwest of Chiengmai.
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bhoss fouad ig Houth Amerion!  The pressnt Aunamite cosupants of the
villuges using the wasar wmwallations have ooly the vaguest ideas ahout
the porposs of the terraces bul being pronounced ainimists they venerale
thia gisnd foas, sud the malignant supsraastural beings they feel are present
hare.  All ressaroh work.ianding to arrive ab the true origin is made
more shan diffienle by ths Avoamites’ aystematic and fanatie destruotion
of all the memory of thair pradecessors in the sountry now ocoupied by
them, (21 Bl from what {8 loft us to-day the relationship between the
oulrtures of Indonesin, Annsm and Assam is evident anough,

With regard to tha origin of the water reservoirs at (iio-linh the
anthor says that thasa ars sartalnly not the handiwork of Armamites wha
ouly uss wood, sarth and bricks as building materials. Nor could it ba
the primitive »ill people of the backland, nor the Thai who never con.
siriioy with dry stones.  Fipally the alaborate irrigation works of the
Cham and Ehmer snginsers are quite different from what is met with
here. T'he author thareinre poncludes that thess consiructions mwust be
dus to u foreign ‘W&Qﬁhﬁ which certainly bas loft descondants in  the
provines of Quang-Tri but who now have heen absorbed by the more
notmerous  Annataites,  Aw helonging to this mysterious people, ey,
Father Cadidre considars the largs geouronlations of potsherds sncountered
a4 onrtain 01d places of call situated ak the river wouths slong the coast
{of Annam b, au® he thersfore thinks it justified - to soneleds that the
Indoneslans arrived hoars by ship from the sowh, i, 6, Jusulinde, bringing
with them earamios and other merchandize which thay exebanged with
the loaal population (31 for forest produets from the backlands.  The
Indonasisn traders s navigators by and by colonized the souniry aund
astyhlished themaslves as (o dink, They claared the juncle and tilled
tha fields, aml they wora she builders of the water installations, the
borvacas and the basing, alan introducing lrrigation of the paddy felds hy
whiol shoy proved themssivas excellent oivil engincors,

Whan did this colonization take placs? This is not yet possible to
sny. The atons oultures fonnd in Annam, Indonesia and Assam belong
to the same cultura. Assam ressived it perhaps from na.vuga,tora who

(2) M, Clasys anya that only about vwenty templos are still standing crect in
what wis angient Champa, present Aunam, all that is lefg of probubly '
many hundreds of gplandid temples, and this is due fo the vundalistic spirit

of the Annamites.

{8} Was this papulation not Moi Kha?
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‘from Niag sailed up the guli of Bengal (landing on the. coast of Arakan)
and penatrated inland to Assam. Rey. Father Cadidre says, however;
Were the builders of Gio-Linh navigators from Indonesia } Or were they
local people related to the Indonesians? 'And were the emporiums (where
fthe- potsherds have been found) perbaps not due to different merchants
‘Proba.blyr more recent ?  We shall later explain why we do not agree with

- Colani but side with the learned Reverend Fahher Professor
Hutzuon, hawever, agress, with Dr, Colani gaying that at a certain undefined
period there was a migration from Indonesia to she hills of Assam.

The wells studied by Dr: Colani are either round-or square-formed,
the materials used for their eonstruetion being also bloes of bagalt, Some
of these wells have a natural subterranean outlet, Tn the Notes on the
wrrigation works of the Oham in the province of Phanrang the author says -
that it seems that the Burmese were the educasors of the Cham with
regard to hydraulic works.  We doubt the correctness of this view partly
becauss the Burmese were the last of the Indochinese nations to hecome
oivilized, and partly because their hydraulie methods used at the’ mmea of
Pailin seem too recent tic have influenced Cham technique.

According to M. Montauddn, the irrigation of terraced fields belongs
%o . so oalled” austronesoid culture cycle which extended from Insulinde
to Madagasear and Baster Island in the Pacific, Trrigated terraces are
also found in the Mewico-andinoide culture cysls, where this art reached
its highest development: Dy, Biireh - the eminent anthropologist. and
Americanist, says that the Peruvmn nngahlon ‘systems were a.ntermr o
the Inecas, He also says that o attrlbute the analogies of thege two
syeles, the Augtronesoid and the Meszico-andinoide, to simple coincidence
would be an error. The Amerindians are not antochtons, and ab present
we know that four different elements have contributed to build up the
race of the Amerindians; .viz. an -Australian; an element of the Malayo-
" Pelynesian tongues related t0 the:Melanesian group; an Asiatic element
which, by far was the mogt 1mporha.nt, and which has.given a certain
uniform aspect to the American Inc'hu.na and finally a Uralian element
represanhed by the Iskimos.. The “Malayo- Pelyneqla.ns and the Ausura,- '
ha.na would have come to the Americas by gea. - : -

- The enlt of stone in Annam has been studied and treated in a superb :

ma.rmar by Bev. Father Gadlére (4) 50" a8-to gerve as a model for all

(4)- Vide P, Mus Barabudur BEFEO. Vol XXXIL, p. 638 foot rote; and
. 666, , , e R
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studies of this kind wherevar it oceurs on our globe. Few, if any, have
been able to pensirate and grasp primitive beliefs and ideas of tha
supernatural better or even equalling this venérable and learned mis-
sionary. The view of these rarsl altars placed in the most pieturesque
environments framed by fine old fieus tress bear witness to the profound
‘worship of naturs already possessed by the aneient builders of our terraces
and water systems, Such an understanding of the beauties of nature is
found, more “or less developed, by many primitive people. .That the
ancient builders worshipped both stones and trees it quite elear. This kind

of worship was also known in Europe where {6 hecame necessary at the .

beginning of the madiaeval period to forbid Christians to worship sueh
gbones thought to he inhabited by ocoult powars ( fatiches ), Tn our days
_the cult of stones is still practiced among the Angami Na.gms who even
" believe that shones may move from one place t¢ another,  -The
Melanesians helieve that some stones are enaowed with miraculous
powers. The Annmmlfea, who are animists pm emcellence also balieve
‘that stones may be inhahited hy spirits,. good or ba.d especially the latter.

Among ths Annu.nmhes, the presence .of the goreen, binb-phong, in
“front of he:nplas, pagodas, houses and tombs {4 of a speoial interest. The
hinh-phong *‘ which protecte ngninst the wind” is first of all o material
prohectlon againgt the winds themselves and next a supema.‘oural one, ®

magical defencey’ against evil influences brought by the winds. .Such 5
" magic sereen placed in front of the house door is 3 sure protection be eause»

the poor evil spirits only know how to move in a stru.lghb line. They are
not able to'turh coners'

5

Almost all of the spirit stones (gém’es-p'iewés o piea’ras-gﬂnies) bear

insoriptions addressed to the demons under formé of menaces or prohibi-

tions, They are thus conjuring stones. The inseriptions which are in

Chinese, are surely mneh Younger than the stones themselvas. However,
even without the inseriptions, the stores would have played the same

rola in the. magical ‘defence -of the water msmlla,tlona The authoe

venumeratas a cettain number of’ vdhgea where sacrifieial terraces ara
Jfound; . The terraces ate probably vary old and the sanie as used by tha
ancients who buils tha water. installations.. ' Wa :believe we. have found
sueh sacrifioia] terraces on Dol Suthep in North Thailand {8) whlch; of

. eourse; is not g0 surprising as this part of Indoahma would he in the sa.me
gtone eulture, cycle 48 Northern Annam ST P ,

(5) Vide outr Antiquities on Doz ;S'f),thep JSS Vol, XXXI Pe. Lp. 39 and- .

map facing p. 87,

o
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On the terraces are also found ancient tombs with cenotaphs which
are "called by Annamite names. Some are round and some square

formed, the former no doubt represent the oldest (6) and in spite of their

‘pregent names may represent the tombs of thoze unknown Indonesian

master-enginesrs who were responsible for the congtruction of the water
installations and irrigation works, and whose spirits are now worshipped

by the present ignorant Annamite peasants. -

 Besides the cult of stones there also existed and still exists a culs of
trees in Annam. This cult does, however, only represent an almost
world wide similar cult, To-day certain trees' are venerated in Tgypt
and were so in ancient Hellas, The veneration paid to the Ficus religiosa,
or Bb tree, in all Buddhist countries is well known. According to the

Jatakas the Buddha himegelf was reincarnated up to 40 times ds a tree
spirit. A number of primitive tribes both in India and Assam are also -

tree worshippers, Rev. Father Cadiére has writfen an excellent treatise
on the Amnamite tree cult in the region of Hué in which he submits this
kind of superstition to a most searching and thorough examination. (7)
When the Annamites consider a tree sacred it is nearly always due to the
presence of a feminine spirit dwelling in'it. Like our dryades in antiquity.
The cult of trees iz widespread in China too, Dr. Sallet says that the
old kingdom of Champa was protected by a tree called kraik, and the life

bf the kingdom depended on this tree. According to observations made by
the ethnologist Colonel KRoux the eult of trees does also exist among the

hill tribes of Anpam and ILiaos, Thig iz confirmed by that profound

~ oonnoisseur of the Moi or Kha tribes, M. Marcel Ner. M. H. Marpéro

hag found this cult among the Black (pagan) Thai too. M. Hardonin
says that the Thai of Thailand believe that the tall stately diphterocarpii
are inhabited by female spirits—-phi nang maj.

The widespread custom of head hunting may also be found side by
side with the construction of water basin as both play a role in fertilizing
the fields the latter so materially, the former magically. Not only tha

(6) The round shape seerhs to have preceded the gsquare in all man's works,

8o for-instance the very firat hats were. all round,: Mlle. Colani argues the same

‘with regard to the shape of the basins. . s

(7} Vide Rev, Father L. Cagiére Uroyances ¢t pmtzques réligreuses -des
Annamites dans les environs de Hué—Le culte des.arbres, BEFEO, . vol. XVI1IL,
‘Bee algo in vol, XIX of same bulletxn his armcle on the Annamite cult of stones,
bouudary stones and magic gtonés, )

[
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savage bribes of Borneo, the wild Wa and the various Naga triber of
Assam Dpractise .this gruesome custom of head hunting but algd the
otherwise mv1hzed &hom, who are Thai, did use to place the cut-off heads
of .conquered ememy chieftaing on the tombs of their kings, or even
interring several slaves with the bodies of their kings, as the ancient
Sumeriang did in Ur more than 4,000 years ago. Certain primitives
helieve that the head is the abode of the soul. Among others a young
girl will refuse the courtship of a young brave is he does’t produce a
head cub off by himself! The wild Wa consider the obtaining of human
heads as vital for the fer“hilit'.y of their paddy fields. 1t is & seasonal duty
to procure such heads. Professor Hutton thinks that the fertilization of
the fields through the souls (of killed enemies) is an accepted belisf in the
whole sphere of Indonesia. The customs in this connection followed hy
the wild tribes in the I’hilippines are exactly ag those in Nagaland in
Assam, There is a cultural connexion stretching frgm the hills of the
Nagas to Melanesia with ramifications orossing the Pacific Oeean to New
Zealand. The fundamental beliefs and habitudes are almost the same,
also such as regards stone monument more or less phallie, the custom of
erecting certain menhirs and dolmens, ste. Professor Hutton opines that
the hunt of heads goes back to neolithic times while the phallic cult and 4
separate burial of head and body belongs to pa,la,eohhhw times.

Mlle. Colani arrives ai the coneclusion that 1) the majority of
Indonesian people, the ‘'driven back to the hills”~—people of Indochina,
and some of the Assam tribes are cousing, and 2) that a parb of these
people practised or praoctise the cult of stones asgociated With that of the
Jfieus and the water which cult evidently existed at-CGvio-Linh (and at the
other Wat@r installations and irrigation works in Annam), As remains of’
a former hunting of human heads she telly of the forty two monkey skulls
seen is & Kha Lo’ hut in the Quang-Tri province. (8) ' ‘

1o what race aid the huilders of the watér installations belong?
Mlle. Colani has three proposals : . ,

‘1. The descendants of thess pmmxhwe engmems are still ex1ehant
-among the Kha or Mol people,

2. The first proposal may be connected wn;h s migration of part of
“the Glo Linh people to Indonesia (Insuhnde)

3 Men commg from Indonesw 28 oolomshs

(8) Vide our Apprecxatlon of the Oa}ners de l’Ecole Frang aise d'Fxtréme
Orient in JTRS. Vol, XXXIIT, pt. 1, p. 47, ‘ ,

&

@ .



204  ERIK SEIDENFADEW Lvot. sxzv

: Tt is .bo-day admitted that part of tha hill people of Indochina are-
peopfe tallen from a former higher stage. Soma of them have even had a.

“brilliant past.” The majority of their ascendants on the other hand have-
" left for and settled in Indonesia. We agrea with proposals 1, and 2. but

not with 8., and we think the author’s last statement-is quite correct and
very likely to be aceepted by all athrnologists studying the ‘migrations of
the peoples of South Hast Asia. :

Mlle. Colani quotes the following arguments in favour of hhe
hypothesis of a “driven back to.the hills" population. Her information
i mainly due to Rev. Pather Cadidre, who states that a.mong the-
Annarmte dialeets the onec spoken:in Upper Annam (from Hud to Thanh-
Hoa) is nearest to the Mu’ ong dialects, M, Ner 9avs ha has penatrated
into the distriet of the Kil, one of the most primitive of the Moi fribes, to
the valley of the Male river and-the valley of thé Femals river. Rev.
Father Cadidre sags that at Gio-Linh we find the well of Ong (Mister)
and Ba (Madam). The’latter is the most complete with a central stone-
(lméa) Thls suggeehs s matriarchal system a,nd a.mong the above-
mentioned Moi Kil the ma.huarcbate is in vogue too, The Réverend
Fa.ther adgds’ that ix Upper Anna.m north of Quang- Tn, there exists a culb
® of raw stones called But. This eult’is also found among the Nguon and’
‘the S&ch two Mun'oug tribes bo the northwest of Quang-Binh, and again
thig eult is encountered among the Munda tmhea of Northern Indid with
'exa.chly the same name and same ideas! ~

. Van der Hoop fhinks that part of bhe a.no-enb Dong-So'nians (9) 5,
md.y hu.ve been ahsorbed by the Mwong. Were not our Gio-Linh people
algo absorbed by ‘the Annamites? The Annawites themselves have a.
vagus notien that theit present country was iphabited formerly hy
“another” people whom they osll Moi i.e. harbarians, As will be seen
the preceding arguments are all in.favour of a relationship between the-
builders of the water installations and the “driven‘baék to the hill” people,

' On the other hand M, Goursu say8 hhat ‘the hill people of the Annarite

cordilleva and the Cambodian mountaing are elearly in relationship with
the inhabitants of the Southeashem Asiatic isles, with the Davaks of Borneo

* a.0. This f&ot,‘Mlle Colani has further established by her studies of
‘comna.mtwa ehhnogvaphy in Tndaqohina and Indonesia. A comparison of-
the bathing basins ab Gio- Lmh with ﬁhose found in Bah and Nias should

(9) Vide our Appreciation of the Gahlers de !'Ecole Fun(;auae d Extrame
Orient vol, XXXIII, Pt, ¥, p. 32. . :

o
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oonvinee any doubfﬂng aritie, Im Bali too are found the'saored bree
Waringin, and tshe raw stones worshlpped in oompany with fibe images of
Hindu gods. In Assam and in Burmah agriculture is very old and in no
other part of the Asiatic continent does one find 80 numerous and profound
similisudes with the hoe eulture of the Indonesians and Melanesians, says
Buschan (10) Messrs Mills and Hutton say that the monoliths of the
Synting and’ Naga tribes ol Assam represent lmgas, the sta.ndlng, while
"the lying signify the female pringiple. All this seems to indicate that the
descendants of the builders of water installation are to be found pa.rtily in
the hills of Annam partly on the isles of Indonesia. v
There are many: points of resemblance beﬁween Agsam, where 60
diff erent languages are spoken, and Indonesia (Celabes) New Guinea,,
“Piji, the Marquesas Islands and Madagascar. Such are human sacrifices
when bmldmg a new house, ancestor worship connected with the phallic
~oult, the myth of the tower of Babel, a god serpent encompasSmg the
vam:tsh, the souls of the dead going to live in a mountain, oaths baken by
drinking water wherein o weapon has beex dipped, (11) red is bhe‘éolour
of royalty and many more all showing strong oultural ties between these
widely separated- places, One -of the trmbs common to the Rukis of
Assam and the Hovas in \/Iadagasca,r ig a curious. myth about somebody,
who escapes from & pursaing ogre by thmwing a feather which helomes
a forest. Thig kind of myth is well known in Scandinavia where if is
found in several. folk tales, see, for mstance in Selected Folk Tales
(Udvalgte Eventyr) by Hans Hllekilde, the talesabout The Grey Filly
where the, witeh, who pursues Ha.hs and the princess, whom ghe had trans.
formed by her ma.glc into a grey filly, is stopped several times by Hans
f'throwmg three. graing which in succession become a forest, o glass
mountain and a ]ake»”““’On plaﬁa CGCVI-I is shown on a small map how
these eul‘ﬁuml elemems wers diffised from centres in Sumatra and Java
to. Ceylon, South India, "’\/Iada,gé,sc&r, Assam Va,nd the ‘Philippines, New
: Gumea a.nd cross the Pacific Ocean- o B
: In an additional nobe Mlle, Cola,m says that her mvesmdatwns of bhe
Kgokkanmoddmg at Samrong Sen in Cambodia reveals that the 1mplements
found there are relat,ed bo thoss tound to-day in Indonesm and the Malay.
P_enmsula, a.nd she concludee bhat ythere are two layers of culbure m{tha.,t(

(10) Illustrzerte Voelkerkunde
SAaL) Compare thm wrbh the former.. Tu’ DA . ceremony in Thailand 'and
—Gambodxa, . - S . . . K
o 7 o ) .

o
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_kitohen midden; viz , one of a dolicocephalic race with primitive implements.
and #nether, later, of a brachyeephalic race with less primitive implements.
There must have been numerous connections in bygone days between
Indochina and Indonesia, due to which the water-works at Gio- Linh owe
their origin (by the hardy Indonesian navigators). Mlle. Colani finishes,
however, by saying that the contrary is also possible, namely that it was
the Indochinese who taught the Indonesians how to build their water:
basing and irrigation works. We would add that though a cultural
reflux from the Indonesian islands to Assam and Indochina is very possible:
we still think, and it seems that the late lady savant shares our opinion,
that the main cultural ecurrent, giving birbh to megalithism, the construc-
tion of water works-and introduction of irrigation, came from the west (12)
going eastwards (and southwards) till after having drossed the Pacific
Odean, it raached ths two Americas. We think that weo are right in this
gupposition as megalithism in Western Asia, North Africa and FEurope is
far older than is the case in the Far Hast, Also from Mlle. Colani’s
great work Les Mégalithes du Hdut Laos it is evident that the mukers of

_the jars, and those who ereched the megaliths, hud recewed their knOWm

ledge from the west and not vice versa.

¢ %hxs book on the use of stons in remote times, which we have trisd

to render an account of in the above, was the lagt work from the hand of
this deeply learnsd lady scientist, and it therefore seem® only fit and
proper that we should conelude our appreciation with a few words in
‘memory of an nnusually astive and for the common human knowledge so
fruitful life as was hers. We had the priviledge to meet the late Mlle,
Calani in Pebruary 1938 when she visited our exhibition-of Thai national
and tribal dresses in the House of the Thailand Research Soelety. — In
Professor Coedds’ moving obituary, published in I,/ fetion (s French paper -
in Hanoi) of 5th June this year, we are told that Mlls. Madelsine Colani
was born in Strassbourg:in 1866. She studied in Paris and came to.
French Indochina in 1898 as a teacher in natural history in which capacity
she’ remained until 1916. Meantime she had taken up the study of
geology -and in 1917, having then taken her doctorat és-science with honours,.
she entered the Geological Service of Tndochina and worked there until.
“har retiremenb in 1927. - Her prehistoric resea.rch Work in »company with

( 12.) Irrigated terraced paddyﬁelds as well as fountams with bathing ponds,.
strikingly alike to thossin Bali, are found in Nepal, §ee Majors W, Brook Northey-
&0, J. Morris in The Gurkhas p. 166 and p, 178, :

/
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the late Mansuy, her famous discoveries of human remains in the caves ab
Bacson and her sirict methods employed, when excavating, soon®made

her known in the scientific world as a savant of the first order. As will

be known a whols.cultural dege, the Bacsonian, was named after her
discoveries, . The far-geeing first direator of the Fcole Francaise d Ext'.réme
Orient, the late Touis Tinot, therefore decided, in 1999, to attach Mlls,
Colani to the School. Numerous and always fruitful were her voyages
of exploration to the various provinees such as Hoa-binh; Chiang Kwang
and Hua Pan the results of which were published in admirably written
and illugtrated papers in the Bulletin EFRO, besides in her beauntiful
monumental work on the jars and megaliths of Upper T.aos quoted above
and the book hers under review: Also her siudies in comparative
,ethnogi-alphy are of the greatest value,. We should think that no or very
iew prehigtoriang could have managed t‘.o exoavate or :examine the §‘ama
number of ocaves as Mlle. Colani-did. -She who:looked a t»mv frail
ereature, possessed an indefatigable will power, and in her sou] there
burned . the sa,cred ﬂéam‘e_ of Persevering enthusissm. . As'Professor Coedés:
rightly says. “The life-of Madeleine Colani, filled with lahour and devo-
tioh, is the most admirable exa.mple of an ‘existenog comBletsly devoted to
the culture of the spxrftual values." She was mdeeda great woman, a®
great savant, and a noble soul was hars |
All works®by Mlle. Colani’ laid down in numerous articles and
geveral books{sho’uld be'carefully raad and digested by our young Thai
students of geology and prehistory as they are the hecessary premises, so
to say, for the study of the prehistory of this part of Asja. Indeed
1o béfiter gmde could be found! Bslow we give a lst of her contributions
to the Bullstin de I'Hcole Francaise d’ Extréme—Orient and others,
. BEPEO. vol, XXIX ~—1. Quélqués,ababiq_ns hoabinhiennes,
Co ‘ -2, Gravures primitives sur pierre et sur os.
vol. XXX - —Recherches sur le Préhlstonque indochinois.
~ vol, XXXI . —Procédés de décoration d*un potiar de v1lla.ge.
o - (Qammon -Linos).
vol. XXXIII  —1. Céramique, proeédée anciens de décoration.
‘ 2. Champs de jarres monolithiques et de pierres
funéraires du Tranb-ninh (Haut Laos).
. Briqueta en fer. ‘
4. Haoche pédiforme, ‘
5. Trousses de toilette hallstatienne et astuelle,

0
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M. V. Goloubew delivered on the 16th March 1942 a most interesting
leatufs on Ant@'Que China and the archaeology of Tongking hased on a study
of the famous Cartis vase in the collestions of the Louvre Museum,
( Cahier No, 30 pp. 23—29 ), ‘

This bronze vass is a vine vessel of the type hou and destined for
ritual libations. Apart from two masks of the Tao-t'ien ( ogrés head )
there are no other decorations in relief on the vase, The scenes, which
are to he d‘esdribed, are cut out of thin copper leaves, divided in to four
horizontal bands, running round the vase. The art of metal incrustation,
as in the cass of the Curtis vase, was not invenied in China but in the
Near Otrienty in Megopotamia, probably in the hh'u-d millennium before
C. B. Poignards found during exeavations in ‘ancient Mycenae show
excedlent work of gold incrustation. The bronze work decorated in this

" manner found in China-seems to be relatively recent; the oldest dating
back to the IV 6o 11§ centuries pefore C.H., from the permd of the three
kingdoms. The Curtis vass is from this period during which Ohma bagan
to feel the influenas of ths countries of the' West, "It is no longar a gecret
to-day that China ‘owes much to ancient Hellas, a.nd the hellenistic

_ eCivilisations of the Neat Orient. The scenes deplcted on the vase can all
“be expl‘a,inéd as eloments of an ancestors’ feast, . During the period of'thé
Chou dynasty (i'n‘ China ) it was the custom to precede the ancestors’
fensr with contests in shooting with bows, ag seen from thd decorations on
the Qurtis vase, also for the young women to go and. eollect aromatio
pepper which, together with wine, wag-a wellcome sacrifice to the ancestors.
Tde preparation of the sacrificial food and the offering of it to. the .
ancestors’ spirity in the shape of birds, wild geese, is clearly depicted on the
vase t00, Now exaetly the same scenes are depicted on the bronze drums
found in Tongking whose- decorations have been s0 well and ingeniously
treatied by M. Goloubew in BEFEO M. Goloubew, by compating these
838089 Wit certain Da.yak pmtures hag arrived at she eeryainty that they
represent funeral feasts, such ag are still in vogue among several Indone-

A siyn tribea to-day. With ragard to the dancers dressed up like birds these
are also found among the Papua of New Guinea, and, tradition in Indo-

" ohing speaks of them too. A photograph, reproduced in-:Colonel Diguet’s
‘book Les Annamites, is in this connection of special interest. It shows a
“family feast, which took place in the neighbourhood of ‘Cao-bang some 40
years ago, and on which are found the three essential elements: the ritual
,feast, the music and the arrival of the bird spirits, just a.s,?depictaea on. the

[
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Cnrsig vase whish was wade 208 ceniuries ago!  In our days the sercerers
of she Mu'ong { Province of Thavh-hoa, Annsm ) ssill disgaise themsglves
we hird phantoms 1.1, when officisting at burials but here the costums hag
bmen redused 1o o single pascook’s feasher which the sorcerer holds in front
of himuslf, Huoh simpls make ~balieve disguises seem alio to have been
hmown in archaio China, so well deseribed by the late Marcel Granes,
Howaver, it is more shan doubi{ul thet the figures represented on the
Cnrvis ease are Uniness ag nons of them are oclothed in the costumas
familiar w0 the Onou or Han period, snd the archers are complesely
uaked, a very un--Uhiness {saiure. ‘Then again most of these human
silhonettes, which by she mriist ave ureated so spirituslly, have the
sppearanpe of young women with narrow waists and pronounced hips
fhiks she Minoau women ). To what peopls did they belong ? We think
thay may have hesn Indonesisns of o sort, Due $o the conbaet with the
Wust, via the steppes of Central Azis, China received many ol the myths
of anciens Hellas and shs Near Qrient among them thas of the Aoazons,
The Iatser mysh wag much in vogue among the Taolutio weiters. In one
of these myshs, somewhat tesnsformed on Chinese soil, is mentioned o
nadion of wowen whose snoestors were birds, They ware all of o
remarkable baaury and very hospitahle but they all died before their B0th |
yasr !t Suould an analogoas myth perhaps be the origin of the fagsinating
problem wish whioh tha Cuesis vase confronta us, so conoludes M, Goloubew
hig xummwng Jleeture,  The isles or the old kingdom ol women was
helieved by deriain Chiness geograpners to lie to the east of .fa.va,
{or Ching ), {2)

(M onher parsioulnely interesting things found in the recent Cahiers we
shall mention M. Panl Boudet’s The (reasures din the archives of the
emperors of Anngm, A windy of these archives might he of interest to
Thai historians ton,

The clearing of the tvees and other vegetal growth which endangers
the stability of so many fine Khmer temple ruing goes on, and several
buildings have heen saved in this way in the nick of time, the work of
consolidation and amoastylosis progressing hand in hand with suoh
opsrations. Whexn are we in Thailand going o act likewise ?  One must
hope thab such work is commenoced, in part ot least, as soon as possible
when normsal conditions bave come back to stay. M, Panl Lévy has

{2) Vide Toung PBao. vol, X—1899—Geographical notes by G, Bchlege
7. 301 and p, 302,
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‘made a new find of palealithio implements at Ban Vang, on the Mekhong-
upvards from Wiengehan.  These imolements are identical to those found.
in the rick deposit near to Luang Prahang. Perhaps researches on our:
gide. of the Mekhong upwmds from Nongkhai or Thabo would raveal

similar depoalhs? (laves, which contain traces of human occupauon

dAuring the stone age, might be gought for in the Loei- Chigngkhan region..
‘M. Lévy has also made an ethnographical atlas of French Laos.  All this
-ghould serve to stimulate our young Thai seientists to do similar work In
'spite of the systematio destruction of the Cham monuments earried on for
‘hundreds of years by the iconodlastic' Annamite conquerors discoveries of
- sites of old temples, towers and citadels of the Ohim aras constantly made,
algo of some fine statnes of Hindu gods.

The school has been lueky in interesting Viee- Admiral Decoux, the-
‘Governor Greneral of French Indochina, in their work of reconstituting, by
the process of anastylosis, so many of the gems of the Khmer monuments,
to stuch a degree that they have obtained a substantial grant of money
wherethh they will bs ahle to reconstruct the gates of Angkor Thom and
the glants chausses. Such good news must gladden the hearts -of all .
archaeologists and lovers of the beauty of the past. - The exhibition held
“at Saigon during Dacember 1942 and January 1943 gave the School an
opportunity, through-the exposition of photographs, pictures, plans, maps
and imprassions of ancient inseriptions, besides collections of etbnogmpbxca,.
‘to:demonstrate: to the broad public its manysided a‘)ﬁd a,lwa.ys va.luable
actlvltxes A real good-example to ‘ba followed by us in Thailand,

< M. Pierre Dupont, wellknown from his exoavations at Nakhon Pathom,
is pxepa.rmg 40 -0ld Khmer-French dietionary,. and has written an artiola
on:an Qld documenb from the XVII century C. 1. tound at Wat Samboe
( Krateh ) wherein is mqnbloned the despatoh of ambassadors ( from the )
. king of: Cambodm) to the 1edouta.ble Kings of Fire and Water,
One may wonder why ambassadors were sent from’ the relatively
_powerful Cambodia “to such’ pehby tribal chlefta.ms The -explanation is-
perbaps the salne 3§ We saa in Ohmngma.l and Lua.ng Prabang where the- -
kings could’ not ascend the throna without: the assmtwce of respectively ‘
. the. chlefa of ﬁhe Lawd and Khawn beoause these were considered as the-
* real proprietors of the land ? Did the ﬁrab E‘una.mte sovereigns. conquer:
the land from Kha:fribes governed by diving kmge, ﬁhose of- Fu-e, Waﬁer'
~and Air? “That may be possible,

Daring -the work of cleaninz-out and reconslnuetmg ‘the vast Phrm

Khau ensemble theré was found an enormous statue of the ‘Buddha still .
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- unfinished irom the hands of the seulptor. We would remind our readers
that such a standing image of the Buddha, on which the faghioninf has
Just started, is found in Phlapabhomohedl in one of the niches -of the
- oireular gallery surrounding: the giant .Stupa. (3) M, Lévy has also
studied the Lao cult of their deceased whioh culminates in the launching
of illuminated floats on the river Mekhong. That is of ‘course the old
Thai festival of Loi Krathong. M. Vietor Goloubew gave on 1st December
1947 o lecture entitled The Khmer aré and its relations to the classical art
of India  The learned leoturer sa.ld that the evolution in Cambodia -of
an Indian a.xchwectura.l type, the pmsaz tower, is inspired by the symbolic
_notion of the temple mountain, and that the rupestrian temples in 1ndxa,‘
-sudh as those of -THllora and Mahaveliipur, were not, to begin with,
considered as centres of a mystic-world, but as the underground abodes
of Siva and Parvati, his consort, The solid and well buily brick sanctuaries
‘of King Iganavarman of Cambodia ( 616—626 C, H.) show an astonish-
-ing likeness to the Chim towers, Thi'a does not; however, mean that the
Oha.m architeots were either the masters or the disciples of their Khmer
eon[réxes but that both have received the essential élements from Hindu
. arohiteeture, - The quesmon is from what pa.rb of India did they derive
it ? .M.,Go.loubew is inolined to search for it in' Northern India in the -
plaing of the Panjab and the Ga.nges "where the art of using burns or
-gundried clay wag common long before the Crisiianera. The oldest exam.
ple of such constructions is found in a bas-velief representing a many
storeyad tower in the museum at Mathura, and the finest example of guch
a building is met with at Kafirkot in Kashmir,

, May we be allowed to point out that in our review of Rum Chandr

- Kak's “Ancient Monuments of Kashmir” (4) we have already pointed
out the sirmilaritiés and common traiss which exist between the ancient
‘Kashmirian and Gamboamn tsemples.

There were a,iso lectures, in the Oahiers under review, on the two -
-forms of Buddlnsm which penetrated into Annam and Laos respectively,
M., Lévy says tsbah Buddhism has in Laos, whzch was not indianized,
.gone deeper and more completely info the popula.hon than is the case with
~ “the other peoples of Southeast Asia (Howevex the Annamites were also N
not indianized, and by them - B\lddhlsm ‘has not penehrated very deeply
perba.ps beca.use of thexr aneest.or worshlp a.nc'l Gonfuomn tradmmns 2).

~{8) Vide o,ur‘ Guide —tg) Nakhon —Pathom.‘ :
(4) Vide 388, Vol, XXVIT, 1934, pp. 121126, -
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Profassor Susji Umihara’s lecturs on archaeological researeh work
in Rorea is also very interesting, Aeccording ‘to his description the old
tumulus-shaped stone burials, with their funeral furniture, should recall,
in a certain sense, the andient tombs of the Hiruscans.

7 The Academis des Inécripbi‘on\s ot Belles Lettres has \awa.rded the
Thorlet. prize to Professor Coadds in recognition of his scientific work.

This news will ho doubt be received with satisfaction by the members of:

the Thailand ‘Regearch Society of which thls distinguirhed savant is an
Honorary Member, -

. HRIK SHIDENFADEN.
Bangkek, 8th August 1943,

R
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' _RECENT THAI PUBLICATIONS.
* N

1. Stories of the Past, (inwlunued ), by His late Royal Highness
Prince Damrong, published in Thai for presentation on the oceasion of
the cremation of the remains of its auhhor, March 1944 479 pa.ges, 1
plate, ) ‘

' A recent publma.ﬁmn thh ha.s heen genera.lly approved and valued
by the Thai reading public is the Nitan Boranakadi trom the pen - of one
of the most distinguished statesmen and historians ‘of the Thalla,nd of
vesterday. While spending the,last nine or ten- years of his life away
from home, the Prince has not wasted his time in inaction and has written
" many volumes, a considerable amount of which still remain unpublished:
As to the volume under review, the author explains in the preface that ité~
contents is nothing bus the truth; the incidents having been directly takem:
from the Pringe’s' own experience. He hag named it in a way which
might perhaps ba"rendered as Stories of the Past, although word for word
one mlght be more in¢lined to translate the-title as Archaeolomcal Sim 1es, /
" whieh in my opinion was not meant by the Iate author. The shorles are
full of information. f01 gtudents . in all branches.of knowledge, more
especw.lly the ethnologlst the hlsborlan the archaeologist and the adminis-
trator. Omne might wish parhaps o add to these the pohtlumn, though
" personally I prefer not to make any pronouncement in bha.h connection. -
"!lfhey certainly bear witness not only to the wonderful memory of an
octogenarian hut also to his undiminished mental activity and keen
acumen, " A brief suivey of these stories would lengthen this review into
seores —litarally-—of pages and it i3 feared that t.he Bditorial Committee
would accuse the reviewer of taking up - undue apace in our va.lua.bla
- Journal, - : : .

“Since however these reviews* should serve the genaia.l rea.der——inelu—
sive of those who are unablae to read Thai—it would geem permissible to
give a’ very short survey of some of the stones which mlghh appeal to such
readers, ‘Ifis for instance told, for the flrat time it is believed, how the '

-
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National Tibrary found a working nucleus and grew into its present
. propofions; how the Public Health service of the Government starsed out
.o'f, modest heginpings and developed within: a iemarkabl‘y short time; how
‘Chinege secret societies came into being in China and spread to adjacent
nduntries with its faction-fights and secret murders until as far as this
country was concerned it was put down: The historian and the archaeologist
‘would be able to trace step by step how old sites of history and epigraphy. -
-Oha.lieng, Utong, and the memorial pagoda erected tb his fallen foe by-
Klng Naresuan-—were sea.rched for and identified at the instigation of ﬁhe
Prince, who Was eonatantly travelling in his capacity of Minister of the ,
Interior. The science of the Elephant is expla.xned in aclear and intelligible
manner 1n all its aspects-nunting, taming, and training as a-military unit.

As an example of a’'short survey a chapter dealing with the institution
of what has been known to the foreigner as the Second King may be thus
summarised. I is recalled that to fomlgners ‘this constituted a digtine-
tive feature of the Siam of those days. When Prince’ Daanong had’
‘audience of Queen Vietoria of Great Britain the Queen asked him how
true was the fact that We had two kings at the same time. That was in’
‘ 1891 and the custom had been dlsconmnued It was' a fact nevertheless
that King Mongkub (1851-68) treated his brother Phra 'Pin Klao with
regal honours ﬁhough there were slight technical differences in etiquette
such as in Court pérlauca and the iega,lia. Prince Damrong was told by
‘a 60ntemporary ‘of King Mongkut’s aceession that the. ng accepied the
Throne on condition that his brobher ghared regal honouxs and it wag in
;conformity with this condition tvhs,t the throne' was offered jointly to the
prothers. Instead.of being installed as Prince of the Pa,[dce to the
Front (Wa.ugna.) a8 heirs to the Throne usually were before hina, the
Prince was made 2 Jomn King ‘reigning in the Pulace to the Front. .
‘Prmoe‘]\)amrong cites as an example of such a procedure the prededence
of Kings Naresuan and Ekathosaroth of Ayuthya, a widely knc}wn',
aase. The Prinece went however furhherk back'and‘foimd that when ng
Boroma Trailok came into. possession of the northern Kingdom of
Sukhothai he removed his Court to. Pisnulok where he relgned over the
" north and made his son, Phra Boromaraja King of Ayuthya, This latter

suceseded his father in 1490, but remained in' A yuthya 1nsha.llmg a younger
" brother ag King of the northern capital of Pisnulok. .The younger brother
afterwards succeeded his-elder brother and transferred also to Ayuthya
where modern historians know hlm as ng Bamathlbodl II The mstnﬁu-

1
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tion of the Second King then, in the late Prince’s opinion, was due to a
poliey of King Boroma Trailok to placate the northern state whick®he had
had just acquired, When ths younger brother of King Mongkut however
hecame a joint King, he wasnot requwed to govern a separate state but

“reigned in the ‘Palace to the Front.” e was infact the only Second
Ring of the Bangkok dynasty, his predecessors of the firat three reigns
having been just Princes of the Palace to the Front as was also his son
‘who was similarly msta.lled when  King Chulalongkorn came to the
Throne. :

The sbories not only serve to whlle away one’s timein an mbereatmg
and very. mamuomve mannar but also empha.sxze, without the author
havmg to say so, how painstaking must have beén the effors and
-determination of the Goverament of King Chula.longkom in its uphill
struggle to modernige the counbly by enforcmg shandards ‘of public
wolfare as et unappreciated by the conﬁempora.ry Thai pubho who
acqmesced marely out of respach for the ng s person 1a,ther than of it
own conth.lon. ‘ N

2. 4 Bzoqraplzy ‘of Prince Damronyg, . Apublished in Thai for présenta-
tion on the occasion of the crema.tlon of 'his ;emams. 35 pages, 12 plaﬁeﬂ\
March 1944. : : _

This blograpby ig more in the nature of a collecblon of ofﬁclal
reeorda in connection. with the late Prince. Princess Poon, who, as
averyone knows has been the constant eompu.mon of her father, expla.ms
in the preface the reagon Why bhis, b!ography has assumed such a fcnm

‘The idea of an auntobiography wag at- firat suggssf.ed to the late Prince by
King Prajadhipok.. The sug asmon was atb ﬁrst taken up but after four
chapters hud beén written Prince Damrong - ga.ve it up.  He was too
modest to write his' own alhhough he had ‘been in the ha.blt; of writing

- perhaps a few hundreds of other people’s biographies. Princess Poon's

pleadings for the continuation of her father’s autobiography only resulsed
in the suggestion that any one wishing to know about -his biography need
only ‘eonsult tha Royal Decres promoting him to the. rank of »K_r_omya.luang '

_in B. B. 2442 (1899) because that Decree came from the King's own pen.

The work as il is now presenterl cons:sts of hhe document written by

‘King Mongkut bestowing upon his' new-born sonm- t’he name of Diswara
'Kuma.r Décerees of ng Ohulalongkom promotmg Pringe Diswara
Kumar to Kromamun Damrong and later to Kroma.luang, the Decres of

" Rama VI promoting him to Kromaphra, and the' Decree of the next King

[ .
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promoting him to Somdech Kromaphya, The above are supplemented by
.a recBrd kept in the Government archives of the Prince’s official life—just
-, the usual facts and figires ‘kept by the Government bureau of personnel,
- A report is also attached of his illness and death.
“The late Prince’s record, whether official or academio, is well-known
“and a real biography when it comes to be written should bhe a most
interesting study of the career of a soldier-scholar who eventually turned
" out to be one of the most capable and gueeessful statesmen with special
adaptation for administrative organisation.

3. The Tipitaka of the Kingdom of Siam (witlaidanamnia), a
second edition of the Buddhist Canon in Thai characters, 1925—1928.
_ Though obviously not a recent publication, having been published
. nearly 20 years ago, this edition of the Sacred Canon of Buddhism has
not, to our knowledge, received any notice by way of comment on the

part of the Thailand Research Society. - An obituary notice in the Thowm- )

macaksw of one of the leading men in the Thai Buddhist Chureh, inqidenh-
"ally one of the most active editors of this publication, co’mmenhed‘ upon the
fa ot that contrary to the first edition of 1898 this edmon had not received
any reco Gmtlon from international scientific quarters, A oomplete publica-
“tion of the. Buddhist Ga.non ean of course never be anything but epoch-
" making on agoouat of its size, balng muech. 1onger that hhe'Ohnstun Bible
and the Hmdu Mahabharata and Rame,ya,na. combined., This pa.rmcula.r
".edition was commenced i in 19925 a.nd completed in 1928 in the charge of a
“Royal Gommlssmn of nine high dignitaries of tha Thai Buddhist Churoh under
‘the presidenoy of the then Patriarch, His Royal Highness Prince Ji inavara,
Lord Abbot of Rajabopit mona.stery [t was a memorial to the Klng ]

btobher and predecessor King Rama VI, ‘who ha.d jugt -died. . The publie.

was permitted - to joinin the work of merit’ by way of voluntary consribu-
tions, This permission was: readily responded to and the pubhe which
availed .itself of it -wag _eosmopolitan, .4 not inconsiderable number of

subscnberg of large sumd ¢oming from COambodia whare’ numarous pupxls ‘

of the Thamma.yuh dact tsesinfy to is widespread cultural; 1nﬁuence there '

ng Prajadhipok headed the list with 10,000 bahts ° &nd by the time the .

subeription ‘was elosed—two years la.bermthe amounh had reached
568;737 bahts with 7811,71 bahts’ interest aceruing from Thai Government

stocks, The expenditura in printing ‘was - over two hundred thousand =

bahts and the surplus was seb aside under the care of the Government
Treasury for further editions either of the Canon itself or the Com-

-

.

U
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mentaries and their Annotatzons (tika), or in fact any pubhca.b:on
which may be considered from time to timie as & classio for the stuﬁy of
the Buddhist Religion.

The Royal Commission took as its prinoipal working text that edition
of 1893. Toreign editions of Burma and Ceylon as well as available
manuseripts and of course the publications of the Pali Text Society

. formed material for collation, [is Royal Highness Prince Kittiyakara
of Chandaburi, himself a Pali scholar, was chiefly responsible for the
international connections of the Commission, of which he was an adviser, .
What the Thai adition of 1893 omitted to inelude, namely the Jataka,
Vimanavaithu, Petavatthu, Theragatha, Therigatha, Apadana, Buddha-

" vamsa, Oariyapitaka of the Second Pitaka and the Pathhana of the

* Third, were included in the present one. The get was oomplete in 45
volumes amounting to some iwenty- five thousand odd pages oeba.vo.
Altogether 1500 sats were printed, 200 for presentation to lea.rned mshltsu—
tions and persons in Thailand, 450 abroad and 850 séts o’ subscnbers of ,
upwards ‘of 450 bahts. . .

The erudite work of ed1h1ng and collating fell upon members of the
Royal Commisgion, The Vinaya Pitakd (8 oub of the 45 volumes of the
-get) was under the cha,rge of the Most Reverend Somdech Phra Puttha-
. kosachan, then a,s now Liord Abbot of wat Theps1rm The Sutta Pitaka
ook up 25 ous of the 48 volumes was distributed among several gcholars,
Tis first lea.ya. the Digha-had for editor the above-mensioned Liord Abbot

“and took up 3 volumes. The Majjbima (3 vols) was edited by the Rt.
Rev. Phra Ubali (then bearing the title of Phra Thammapidok) now
Liord Abbot of wat Po. - The Samyubta iwas shared by the above (2) and

- the late Rt. Bev. Phra Thammawarodom (then: bearing the title of Phra

"Thammakosa) who wag responsible for the remaining 8 volumes, The
Anguttara (4) was edited by Prince Jinavara, the President of the Com-
mission., The lasb Nikaya of the- Sutta Pitaka contalnad many texts
-edited for the first time in Thai characters having been for some reason
or other omitted in the edition of 1893. Four of such books as well as
two others, making up hwo volumes in print were edited by’ the Most Rev.
‘Somdech Phra Va]wanana,vongs, head of the Thammayut sect; the
Jabaka (2) q.lso new to this edition as well as two other volumes by the
Lord Abbot of wat Benchama, now ranking as thé Rt, Rev. Phra Phrom

. Muni. Thlee volames also of this lash lea.ya. were edited by the Ri.
Rev. Phra Sasanasobhon of wat Mongkut, - The Abhidhamma Pitaka, 12
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volumes in .print, were completaly in the hands of the late Most Rev.
Som#ech Phra Vanarat, Lord Abbot of wat Mahathat and Presldenh of
the High Convocation of the Buddhist Chureh, :

Bangkok, 15th June 1944.

4., The Life of Hiuwen Tsiang (JszTansed s ) translated by
Kenglian Sibuartiang, 362 pages 8 pl,, 1 map & index, Bangkok April
2484 -(1941). '

This is anothsr book which can hardly come under the category of
& recent publwatlon a,nd yet cannot he ‘pPassed over. Accorc’lmg tso Mr
Slbunruang the title of the work in Thai characters would be Indale oioa

U'””Wﬁm'ﬂﬂm and this I have ventured to translate as The Life of the _
Rev. Pitakadhara of the Monastery of the Great Compassion during the

T"ang dynasty, basing it upon the Thai rendering given by Mr. Sibunriiang
in the infroduction to the hook, ‘The work was published for presentation
on tha oceasion of the aremation of -the remains of it translator at Wat
Thepsirin. It is prefaced as is usual with such souvenirs by a biography
—with a foreword by Phya Anuman—of the deceased, a vivid sketeh
obviously written by those who knew Mr Sibunriiang intimately. By

- profession a man of business, Mr. Sibunriiang was also a man of culture.

His Highness Princa Bidyalongkorn, whose advice and help is acknow-
ledged in the hook, eonhrivhutes an appreciation’of the translator's effort.
Mr. Sibunriiang comes from a well-known Chino-Thai family, being a.
Younger brother to the famous seholar and politician, the late %iew Hood
Seng, a Bangkok. resident of long standing who became a Minister in the
Chinese Republican government of lattar days. His literary inclinations

have -therefore sprung from natural grounds, though it- has only

materialised in this one and only work, The franslation oceupies 267

pages, or nearly three~qua.rters of the whole volume. It is true that it
conbaing many inaceurdcies of printing and clerical mistakes but I have
been told that the publication was rushed through. The language of the
translation is nevertheless easy and bleasant.’ A technical mistake in-
Court parla.n‘c:e ocenrs repeaz‘:.ﬁedl3’7 that it deserves to he pointed oqt. T A

royal command is rendered as an omkara (Tosms):. Now the word has . '

its own peculiarity. It is an admlbted fact that the traditions of the Thai
monarchy have been influenced by those of the aneient Khmers, LAlthough ‘
Buddhists, the Thai accepted this mystic Hindu term, employing it for ihe -
command of a crowned monarch. The so-called coronationin fact is not.

-
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the act of putting on the ecrown as in the Wesb but the verbal acceptance
of the invitation from the High Priest of Siva torule afher the la,ttam@had
, mvoked the god to come down and merge into the king’s person, * Not
until then does the monarch bacome entitled to give a command ra.x:sking .
a8 au omkara. The significancs of this ritual is no longer present in the
mind of the Thai, hut its outward semblance exists. It would seem
therefore that the employment of this term for those monarehs in the
“Western World” of Hiuen Tsiang, even if they were Hindus, is hardly

justified, for pristine Hinduism did not devslop such a theory of Klngshlp -

as did the ancient Khmer cult of the Devaraj.
The theme, of Hiunen Tsiang's travels from China to lndla. and back ig
well-known in international literary circles. According to Mr. Slbunrua.ng

it formod the gisy of g historical romance translated into Tha.l from the_v

Chinege many decades ago under the name of Sai Fw I“ISEH) and was a
popular work with the Thai rea.dms publie of that generation. Tt was
. recently filmed and also formad the subject of a newspaper gerial, Ingpite
of thage connections with mmance the monk Hiuen Tsmng was a real
" higtorioal figure and his work still lives, An annotated translation of it
into French was made in 1859 by Stanislag Julien and another into
Foglish 27 years later by the Rev. S, Beal under the title of St Yu' Kz,
Buddhist Becords of the Western World. A disciple of the monk, Hwui-
Lih by nanie, wrote a Life of hmn containing a full account of his travels.
This work was translated by both Julien'and Beal, and it was the version
of the latter that was translated by Mr, Sibunrtiang who compared the
. French ag well as the original Chinese ones with the English with the
-rasult that he was able to correst many. mistakes in both translations-
Mr. beumuanu s intrpduction -to his translation is a valuable sum.
‘mary. After reviewing - the materials which’ formed his sources of
reference, the tranglator goes on to deal with cognate topics: Fa Hian, )
Sung Yun 'and I Tging; a 'sketoh of Indian history leading up to the rise of
Mahayanism with its pantheon, going on to its decline and fall owing to
Tslam competition and persecution and so on - The final geotion of this is
‘ highly useful for it enumerates the passages where the Eughsh translation.
went astray from lack of familiarity with the Chmese language. - The
Ghmese idiond for instance of nangbs congisting of nang, man, + be, horse,
“branslated by Baal as man or horse, is really peoplewhen go combired..
There are numerous others, . The valuable historical and geographieal
'\‘foohnotes, from Beal,/ identifying . Chinese names of Indian persons and
_Tocalities with their Sanskrit equivalents are given with the addition of the.
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fransiatot’s own notes and form s usefo!l {saturs a3 the Sanskrid pamen

are Biore tamiliar 1o a1l Another welsome featurs w ths full indez aub
the snd, the absencs of which bas marred so many valuable Thal

publioations.

Bangkok, 7 July 1944
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