ESSAY ON THE SYMBOLS AND MARKS OF
OLD SIAMESE COINS

By

Ulrich Gueller

In his book “The Coinage of Siam”, published hy the Siam
Society in 1932, le May hag given some explanations on the meaning
and significance of the symbols and mavks on old Siamese coins.
He states, however: “I do not by any wmeans claim infallibility in
determining the meaning of all the marks given,” and it appoars
that no serious attempt was made by him to investigate the signifi-
cance of these symbols. I therefore believe that a more thorough
investigation might be opportune and might be considered as a wel-
come supplement to the existing descriptions of Siamese coins, all
the more as I hgpe to prove that such research will lead us to the
very gources of Sonth east Asia’s coinage in general and of Siam’s
old coinage in particular. In addition, I have endeavoured in
thege notes {0 throw some light on the meaning, age and history of
some symbols, bacause I believe that the ability to understand the
marks on Siamese coins should be preceded by the knowledge of
symbolg and their significance in general and in addition hy some
knowledge of the history of Indian and Burmese coins.

Although the bullet coins of Siam are of relatively recent date
most of their marks can be traced very far back, and these marks
can be plausibly explained and partly interpreted by their compa-
rison with marks on old Indian coins, with which they have much
in common.

It is a good rule for the student of numismaties to go very
slow in his investigations, to take nothing for granted and not to
“jump to conclusions”.  This refers particularly to the studies of .
gsymbolg and their significance. Former writers about this subject
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have been inclined to explain symbols as either of Hindu or Bud-
dhist origin, mainly on account of their own religious faith and
creed. Others again have been apt to consider the symbols as solar
or lunar signs, as personal marks of local kings and rulers, or as
locality marks. It is of importance to remember that firstly: all
symbols have a wvery long life, secondly: almost all symbols admil
of different interpretations, thirdly: the execulion of symbols on
very small coins and their frequently very primitive design (circles,
dots, squares ete.) does in many cases not permit of any reliable
explanation at all. A few remarks about the long life of some
well-known gymbols:  Anybody will now-a-days still recognise the
“honr — glags” as a gymbol of Time. This symbol had the same
significance already in Athens, about 23500 years back. The sword
ag a symbol of War, the dove or the palm-branch as symbols of
Peace are age old symbols.  The heart is the symbol of Love, the
anchor of Hope, to name only a few more. Most Hindu and Bud-
dhist religious symbols are naturally older than Christian symbols.
The fact that similar marks on different coins may be interpreted
in different ways, makes the tagk of interpretation so much move
difficnlt. Anyone who undertakes this task is therefore bound to
congider not only the country and locality of origin and the probable
age of each coin, but, in addition, algo the religious creed of the
issning authorities, political conditions at the time of minting, and
any other gpecial civcumstances under which that particular coin
may have been struck. In the case of old Siamoese coing (pre-
Bangkok period) this task is all the more difficult, since we pogsess
scarcely any reliable data about our old coins. No age is known
for certain, nor (with one exception) the name of the kings or
princes who ordered the issue; they bear no inscriptions, and we can
go far merely attempt to define their age by their shape and weight.
The number of marks on old Siamese coing is small as compared
with marks on Indian coing. M any marks seem to he the repetition
or variation of another mark.  Still, the riddle of their significance
is hard to solve, and I do not claim to have solved it by the follow-
ing explanations and suggestions. But Dhefore I can deal with
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Siamese coins proper, I propose to make smme short remarks about

the sources on which this essay is based, i.e. the old Indian pinch-
marked coins and the so-called *Mohen jo — Dwyo — Seals”

1. The Silver Punch-mavked Coins of Ancient India.

A great number of socalled Silver Punch-Marked-Coing have
been found during the course of centuries at different localities
throughout India and Pakistan. They are small thin picces of
gilver of irregular shape, bearing several symbols on the obverse
and mostly additional marks on the reverse. These very interesting
velies of a very varly period of Indian history have been the subject
ol numerous cssays, articles, and notes in the scientific Journals of
India and Pakistan. Numisiatists of great standing such as Sir A,
Cunningham, W. Theobald, E. H, C. Walgh, C. L. Falwi, Durgh
Pragiid, and others, have contributed to the knowloedge of these coing
and to the explanation of their marks. The Curator of Coins in
the British Mugenm, J. Allen, igsued a Cataloguo in 1936. Durgd
Pragdd hag collected, illustrated and dogeribed not less than 407
gsymbols in the ‘“‘Journal & Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal” Vol. XXX, Numismatic Supplement No. XLV:(1)  This’
article has been invaluable for the present notes.  There are at
present more than 4000 pieces of oldl Indian silver punch-marked
coins known, the greater part of which is in the British Mugeum
and in public Mugewms in India and Palkistan. Durgd Prasid seems
to own the largest private collection. It appears that most experts
agree that these punch-marked coing have been in use throughout
the greater part of India during B.C. 600 — 200, but there are other
Numismatists who are inclined to date their age back as far ag B.C.
1000—800. It would be tempting to deal with these coins more
extensively, but, since space is lacking, it must suffice to state that
it is on these old Indian coing that we find symbols identical or
similar to the marks on our old Siamese coins.
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11 he Mohen jo — Darv-Seals.

The discovery of a very ancient Indian culture in the valley of
the Indus near Mohenjo — Davo and Harappa by Sir Johin Marshall and
the great number of “seals” or “matrices” found there, have opened
a new field for numismatic research{2)  The age of the culture of
the Indus valley is estimated as B.C. 3500~3000. The most im-
portant discovery — from a numismatic point of view — wag the fact,
that a great many of the Mohenjo-Daro seals bear symbols which
are in striking resemblance to the symbols on the Indian silver
punch-marked coins. It seems certain that the marks on the latter
are clogely linked to the former. Thereby we seem to have for a
number of symbols an uwninterrupted chain for several thousands of
Iears; new connections are revealed and a new field for the inter-
Pretation of the symbols on our old Siamese coins has been opened.

TIL Plat Silver-coins found in Siam, probably of Indian origin.

The coinsg, illustrated on Plate I are almosgt with certainty the
oldest coing found in Siam. Their shape and symb?)ls geem to prove
that they have not been gtruck in Siam. Ag I have made special
efforts to trace the origin of their marks and cxplain their signifi-
cance, their treatment will occupy a relatively large space within
thege notes, I estimate that not more than about 100 pieces still
exist in Siam, of which 15 pieces are in the National Museum in
Bangkok. Most of these specimens have been found at Nakorn
Pathom or at Prachin Buri. Nakorn Pathom is undoubtedly one
of the oldest places in Siam, and many Buddha-gtatues have heen
Found there, dating back to the Dvaravati-period. (300-500 A.D.).
Some similar coing of this type have been published in Siam before.
(3,4,8.) They are of good silver and reproduced on Plate L. in
natural size. Let us first consider the coing on Plate I/1 and Plate
/2. Though I am not certain, I consider I/1,0, 2,0 ag the obverse

#*

and I/1r, 2r as the reverge sides of the two coins. It may be scen

at first gight, that both coins bear very similar symbols, though the

*gee page 142 a
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representation of the large centre-symbol is somewhal different. 1
have searched all works of reference at my digposal for pictures or
descriptions of similar coins and the following is the result.

a) Sir Waller Eliot5) illustrated a copper coin which has a
bull and sunrays on the obverse and on the reversea symbol, which
seems to me similar to Plate 1/1-2 or rather like a combination of
the obverse and reverse of the two coing, Sir Walter does not give
an explanation of the symbol, but calls it a “eurions device” (See
Plate 11/1).

b). Plate I1/2 and 11/3 show two coins, hoth of which bear
symbols which secem clogely related to owr Ot They are taken
trom Sir Arthur P. Phayrd's book®) and an interesting explana-
tion accompanying the illustrations is given there at some length.
Since Sir Arthur’s book is rather rare, even in public libraries, T
herewith give the full text.

This Coin (Plate II/2) is not now available, The figure on the Plate
has heen taken from one shown on plate iii. vol. xv. of the *‘Journal of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal.” The coin was originally described by Captain
Thomas Latter. It appears to have been found in Upper Burma, and was
sent hy the Mekkhara Prince, one of the royal family of that country, to
General W. C. Macleod, who forwarded it to the Asiatic Society in 1844. It
is curious that the Mekkhara Prince, though a man of cousiderable learning,
does not appear to have recognized the symbols on the coin as Buddhist, and
that is more remarkable when the ascertained facts regarding coin Plate 113,
which will be stated presently, are considered.

Captain Latter regarded coin Plate II 2 as Buddhist. He observes that
the obverse has in the centre a chaitya formed of detached upright glyphs,
and surmounted by a ht'r or umbrella, Right and left are representations of
the cobra capella, and above the sun and moon. To the left are Buddhist and
Hindu symbols, being a trident, three horizontal lines or scores, and the
swastika; to the right is some unrecognized figure, and below all are four
horizontal or slightly curved lines, one prébably representing a serpent.

Of the reverse Captain Latter remarks, ‘*it may be intended to convey
a symbolical representation of the cosmology of Buddhism, the twenty-eight
circular figuresin the outer ring representing the twenty-eight Buddhas,
characteristic of a Mahagibbha, or grand period of nature. The five drop-
shaped figures representing a Buddha-g3bbha or lesser period of nature, the
present period being characterized by the presence of five Buddhas.’’

) :I‘he emblem in the centre is “composed of certain triangles, represent-
ing this world in particular. The triangles with their points downwards
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represent water, and those with their apices upwards typify fire;”” and they
meel in a central circle having a point within it, the whole denoting both
the supposed elements of which the world is composed, and the reiterated
destruction of the world by fire and by water. The above observations
convey a probable explanation of the symbols. It might have been added
that the volumes of cloud-like substance, which appear to be issuing from
the centre, where the points of the triangles meet, symbolize ‘‘air,’’ an-
other of the ‘‘elements’ which go to form a world, and by which it is
destroyed once in sixty-four times. The triangular figures and floating
substance, taken as a whole, also typify “earth’ as an ‘“element,”” and as
the “world,"” the particles of which are rearranged, and form a body fit
for land animals to dwell on, after each periodical destruction. Below the
triangles there is a wavy horizontal line which appears to represent <‘a ser-
pent,””  This form introduced nn coins below a Chaitya is describad by
Mr. E. Thomas in his cssay on coins of the Andhra dynasty in the “In-
dian Antiquary.”’

Coin Plate TI 3 Silver.

The device on this medal has evidently been copied, except as regards
a few minor differences, from Plate IT 2. The origin of the medal is well
known, and the facts regarding it serve to illustrate the remarks which have
been made as to the intended use of other coins or medals of older date
found in different parts of Burma. This coin is figured in plate liii. of
Marsden’s work, and he relates that the pattern of it was given to Colonel
Symes, who was Envoy to Ava in 1794, by some of the Byirmese Ministers,
with a request that dies corresponding thereto should be engraved in Cal-
cutta. This was done, and apparently a number of pieces were struck
therefrom and sent to the Court of Ava. It is probable that these medals
were originally intended to be deposited in the relic chamber of the grand
pagoda, which the then King of Burma, Bhodau Phra, commenced building
at Mengun, on the west side of Erawati, a few miles above Ava. The
medals were conveyed by Captain Cox, who arrived at Amarapura in 1797,
at which time the work was in progress.

On the obverse of Coin Plate IT 3 the sankh shell replaces the Chaitya
which is on No. 1; while o the reverse, below the triangular figures,
segments of circles replace the wavy line representing water on the reverse
of No. 1; and three 7Z-shaped figures appear in place of five drops. These
refer to the three extinct Buddhas of the present world period, while the
three lines composing the 7 figure have the same signification. The fourth
Buddha of the present period, whose religion is still existing, is implied
in the triangular figures, which represent not only the world, but also the
throne on which Gaudama sat under the Bo tree.

Nearly all the symbols on hoth medals may be traced on ancient In-
dian coins. Thus the Chaitya, trident, sankh shell, sun and moon, have
already been mentioned. The snake figures may be seen on coins of the
Saurashtra series, and also  the triangular figures representing there a
Sassanian fire-altar. The snake figures appear on coins of the Indo-Bac-
trian series, over the heads of a deer and of a bull. The three horizontal
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bars on the obverse of No. 1 are included in plate xxii. of Wilson's
Ariana Antiqua. The snakes are probably introduced as emblematical of
destruction and renovation; the horns of a deer have the same significance,
while the animal represents the famous deer-birth of Gautama; and the
figure of a crab, which is shown on one of the coins of Southern India,
also supplies the symbol of destruction and renovation.

The triangular figures on coin Plate II 8 would represent to a loval
Burmese the king’s throne, and suggest an analogy between the king of his
country, as a Chakravartti, or universal monarch, and Buddha, the object
of worship of the present period. This object is not unlikely to have been
kept in view by a king like Bhodau Phra when he had these medals struck.”

¢) The third refercnce T have heen able to find is in George
Girostier’s book!?) where the anthor illusteates a coin under Figs.
8 p and 9, which is undoubtedly similar to our coin under discus-
sion. The text accompanying this coin is (uoted as follows:

“En revanche, J’ai pu acquérir deux pitces énigmatiques en
argent, maladroitement couldes et (dun  dessin trés  archaique,
Diamétre: 30 et 31 millimétres; épaissewr L mm. 5 et 1 mm, 70;
poids 7 gr, 7 ¢t 2 gr, 70.  On wvoit, d'un ¢oté, nn lotus stylisé (¥) et
de Pautre le sthéma Q'un Garuda vu de face, hras love, paraissant
tenir denx Naga retowbant de chaque cote, sujet claggique khmer
par excellence mais exédeutt ici trés grossidrement (186).

Bt je me demande si Pon ne pent pag apparenter ce lotug avec
le soleil & rayous conservé dans la mémoire des Cambodgions. Dans
¢e cas, nous pourrions admettre que deux types de monnaie dispa-
rus portaient tous les deux en pile, np lotug dpanoui et on face 'nn
un sema, Uautre un Garuda.  Notons en favenr de ectlo hypothése
que le type Garuda est du méme diamotre que le Prak Dat modsle
B et qu'on nous a dit que le Prak sema avait une grandeur sensi-
blement égale an Prak hat, grand modéle.”

If we disregard Elliot's coin with its “curious device”, there
remain Phayre’s and Groslier's coins to be considered of which the
latter is apparently identical to our coins on Plate T 1—2. If we.
now compare Phayres Coin and our coin we find that the obverse
sides of both show a vemarkable similarity in design, especially the

centre design and the general arrangement of symbols. I believe
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that it can be said with certainty that Phayre’s coin (which I hence-
forth shall call the “Burmege” coin) is the oldest of the threc and
that Siamese and Cambodian specimens seem to represent the same
buat largely simplified gymhols in the centre of the obverse. Captain
Latter explains the ten detached glyphs in the centre as a “Chaitya,
surmounted by an umbrella.” Although this seems unlikely to me, I
am unable to give a more convincing explanation. 1 would how-
ever agree to the identification of the cobrag right and left. Pre-
guming that the designs on the Siamese and Cambodian coing hasg
heen dervived from that on the Burmese coin, it seems unlikely that
the symbol on the former should represent a Garuda, thougl I admit
that it looks similar to an archaic rvepresentation of it.  On the
Siamese coin the moon is represented by a simple cross and the sun
by a vound circle. This speaks in favour of the theory that the
Siamese coin is younger than the Burmese coin. The gvastika and
tho “hounr-glass’-like symbol will be dealt with later.

If we now compare the reverse of the Burmese and the Siamese
coin, we find that they differ considerably. Only the civeles of dots
are common to both types. Whereag the Burmese coin has 28 dots
in the outer circle, representing according to Captain Latter “the
twenty-eight Buddhas, characteristic of a Mahidgibbha, or grand
period of nature” our coin on Plate I 1 has 28 and 14 and the coin
on Plate T 2 has 32 and 16 dots.  In both cases the number of dots
in the inner circle is half of the number of dots on the outer circle.
Ingpite of my endeavours to find a reagonable explanation for the
symbol on the reverse of our coin, I have been unable to do so. The
appearance is sunlike and it might be meant to represent a symbo-
lical representation of the cosmology of Buddhism gimilar to the
reverse of the Burmese coin.

The Cambodian coin is similar to the specimens from Siam. Tt
is interesting to note that Groslier “naturally’” attempts an expla-
nation based on Khmer motives. He believed that the symbol in
the centre of the obverse represents a Garuda.  Apparently he had
not seen the picture of the Burmese coin. - As I said before, 1 De-
lieve that all researches about the significance of symbolg on  old
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coing should be baged on the knowledge of all old Indian coing and
cannot be limited to more or less local traditions,

It we now look at the coin illustrated on Plate 11 3, we find
in Phayre’s explanation, that this coin or medal was cngraved in
Caleattan and a number of pieces wero struck and sent to the court
of Ava in 1797 A.D.  Now, Phayre says that “the chaityn was re-
placed by the sankh shell.” I have my doubts, whether the symbol
hetween the two cobrag is meant to represent a sankh shell. T am
rather inclined to beliove that this symbol — on account of the two
marks below the so-called “‘sankh-ghell” — is intended to vepresent
Sun and Moon and Holy Flame, i.e. the Chandra-Monthon (9) or
the magical sign “om”. The fact that on this coin, reproduced at a
fairly recent period, sun and moon are not more vepresented on top
of the observe seems to confirm my presumption.

To gum up this rather complicated investigation:

1) T do not believe that the symbol of our coins on Plate L
1-2 rvepresents a Garuda, but the true identification of the main
symbholg on thes.e coing must be left to further reseaveh.

2) I helicve that these coing ure of very old age, probably
dating back to the first conturies A.D*

3) I believe that the Siamese specimens as well as that of
Cambodia have been struck in India or Burma and have heen
carried at an early time to the other countrvies.

The investigation on the next three coing illustrated on Plato I
3-5 has revealed that coins with similar symbols have been publish-
ed before by Phayre.  Their illustrations are veproduced here on
Plate IT 5—8. The full description as given by Phayve follows
herewith:

“The next three coins on this Plate, marked 9, 10, and 11, belong to
a type which is found in Arakan thoush rarely. I am not aware that such
coins have been found elsewhere.

) The object intended to be represented upon the obverse of them may
admit of doubt, but is most probably the sankh shell of Vishnu. It may
#

see page 142 o
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appear strange that this emblem should be placed on one side, and the tri-
dent of Siva on the other. But these emblems appear on coins lately found
in Pegu, specimens of which are figured in Plate IV, figures 6 and 7.
The tradition in Arakan is that coins Nos. 9, 10, and 11 were issued by
ancient kings of Arakan, but no particular dynasty is named. It may be
conjectured as probable that they were struck at a time when the kings
and influential persons of the country had been won over to Brahmanical
doctrines. They have neo legends.

It may be that the engraver ot the dies of coins Nos. 9, 10, and 11
had no distinct noticn as to the object which he was required to portray
on the obverse, FHe has made it more like a leaf (inverted, as shown on
the Plate) than a sankh shell. At the same time this dissimilarity to the
object intended to be shown is not uncommon in representations of objects
in Indian pictures. In some of the illustrations to Moor’s Hindu Pantheon
(ed. 1861) some of the figures of Vishnu show him bearing a sankh shell,
the shell being so drawn as to appear a globular vessel, or a gourd, with
a long neck to it. The emblems or symbols shown on the coins of Arakan,
Pegu, and Burma were most probably copies from Indian coins. The sankh
shell appears upon many coins of Southern India, as depicted and described
by Sir Walter Elliot. On coin No, 105, of Plate xi., found at Dipaldini
in the Guntoor district, the sankh shell appears as an adjunct to a Buddhist
dagoba, and in form is not unlike the figure on the obverse of coin No, 9
above described. It may then be concluded that objects usually pertaining
to Vishnu have been associated with Buddhist objects or symbols on the
coins of kings in Southern India; and these have in some instances heen
the models followed in portraying such objects in Arakan and in Pegu.

PLATE IV
Coin No. 6. Silver.
Obverse. Reverse.
The sankh shell of Vishnu. Trident of Siva.
Coin No. 7. Silver.
Obverse. Reverse.

The sankh shell of Vishnu,
with what is apparently meant to
represent a hermit crab at the
open part; an appropriate Budd-

Similar to that of No. 6.
Within the trident on both these
coins is an object which may be
intended to represent a linga

histic emblem.

with a serpent.

Seventeen coins, generally similar to these, were lately found under
ground, about twenty-five miles from the town of Sittaung in Pegu. It
is probable that these were cast in Pegu at a time when Hindu doctrines
bad undermined Buddhism, a state of affairs which may be traced from the
history of the country from the sixth century of the Christian era, at in.
tervals until the eighth. These coins probably were nct intended for cur-
rency, but might be used as amulets by votaries of the doctirines repre-
sented by the symbols.””
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Tt may be observed at first sight that the coins Plate 11 14-6
and TI/7-8 are closely related to one another, though the first series
is probably of much older date. TFurthermorc, the coins on Plate 11/
7-8 are certainly very similar to our Sinmese coin on Plate I/3. The
question remains: What significance can be attributed to the symbols?
T think we can accept the conch-shell of Vishnu and the deer as ex-
planation for the symbol on the obverses.  With regard to the
reverse the problem is more complicated. Phayre congiders it as
the trident of Siva, but on the coing found in Siam the identifica-
tion of the symhol as a trident appears less convincing, especially so
on the reverse of the “deer”—muark coin (Plate I/4). Here again,
T cannot offer a Dbetter dxplanation and I have been unable
to trace any similar designs on other old Indian or Bumese
coing. It is quite possible that these coins have heen minted in
Burma and later brought to Siam. Though they are now-a-days
frequently used as amulets, I do not think — as Phayre does — that
they were intended to be wused as such, since they have no holes,
or, it they have, the holes have heen made afterwardsg. It is re-
markahle that these coing have a cirele of round dots on the peri-
phery of the obverse and that they seem in this respeet gimilar to
those described hefore Plate T/1 and 1/2.

Tn the next section I propose to deal with some of the more
important symbols, one by one, ag they appear on Siamese coing or
coins found in Siam. The various flat coing deseribed before are
presumably the oldest coing found in Siam, preceding the so-called
bullet coing by many centuries. In order to have our list of symbols
and marks as complete ag possible, I propose to start with the
symbols on these old coins.

a) Plate I1 and Plate IlTa The Svastika. There arve only
a few coins in the National Museum and one in my possession bearing
this mark. These aro obviously of Indian origin and have been
described before in detail. The svastika is an age-old symbol. It
appears already — 5000 years back — on the Mohenjo-Daro-seals
(Plate CXIV, 514 and 502), is found on Indian Gold coins from the
South - Maharatth country, which date back to the time hefore
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1000 A.D. and on old Indian silver coins (Durgd Pragid Tables 23/105
and 27/110.) Tt is identical with the Greek “‘Triglyph” which appears
on Etruscan antiquities and is well known as an old Chinese design.
Much has been written about this symbol, but space forbids to men-
tion all its possible meanings. (See Plate I1Ia)

b) Plate I/2 and Plate ITIb. This symbol, already found on
the Mohenjo-Daro seals, again appears only on our old coing (Plate
I12). Tts significance has bheen differently interpreted hy variouns
scholars. It is sometimes explained as a reliquary or as an Indian
stool, used as stand for offerings, but the most plausible explanation
seems to me the representation of the ‘‘damaru”, the hand-drum,
which i used during religious service. As such the symbol may be
regarded as having a propitious or protective significance. (Ctf. Durgi
Prasiid Plate 25/88).

e) Plate IIT ¢ The frident or Trisula as weapon of Shiva ig
well known. It does not appear on Pre-Bangkok Siamese bullet
coins, hut was adopted by King Phra Buddha Yot Fa (1782-1809),
the first ruler of the Chakri-Dynasty, as his fired personal mark.
It seems strange that the Trident-symbol does apparently not appear
on old Indian coins.

d4) The Conch-Shell, which is an alivibute of Visnu, appears
on a great number of Siamese coinsg, of the Pre-Bangkok period,
though this symbol has been sometimes confused with the “Chandra-
Monthon” symbol. As may be seen from the drawings in le May (3)
and Guehler (4) the conch-shell is represcented on Siamese coins
in a considerable number of different designs. In some cases it
seems difficult, owing to the sgimilarity of the design, to decide
whether the respective symbol is to be interpreted as a shell or as
the sun, moon and holy flame (Chandra-Monthon symbol) especially
if there are dots added at the base of the shell.  The conch-shell
was extensively used by ancient Indians during the war, as itg
sound penetrates far and wide. I have not been able to solve the
question, why on Siamese coins the shell is at sometimes represented
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closed and at other times cut open to show the interior. The mean-
ing of this different representation — because there must ho o mean-
ing to it—escapes me, I could not find the, “open-conch-shell” —
gymbol on any old Indian coing, and it scemns strange that the
Buddhist Kings of the Ayuthia-Dynasty should have chosen a
Brahmanic symbol on so many coins. There is, as Boeles(10) mon-
tions, a close conneetion between the symbol of the Chandra-Mon-
thon and the symbol of the conch-shell:  “Morcover as to the place
(sthina) of this syllable (om) it ig mentioned that in the centre of
the conch-shell (sankha) the A shines as the Sun; and again in its
middle (as we are to understand) is the U-sound like the Luglre of
the moon. There is also the place of the M-sound, like the five...”
We can therefore presume that the representation of so many various
designs of conch-shells on Siamege coins wag not intended to repre-
gent the conch-shell of Vighnu, but rvather the Chandra-monthon
symbol, especially so when the mark shows an open shell.

e) Plate III d. This symbol, like a wheel with spokes, is a
very old symbol.' It is represented on the Mohenjo-Daro scals
CXLVII 367 341) and appears on many old Indian punch-marked
coing.  (Cf. Durgd Prasad Plates 23[88, 23/99, 25[37).  Theobald
considers it as a golar symbol, or as yepresentation of the Chakra-
wheel or digeus. A picture of Siva is shown o the Mohenjo-Daro
seals, but this fact does not conclusively prove that this symbol has
always had a Tantric or religious significance. It appears however
that later the symbol was intended to represent a Buddhist symbol,
i.e. the wheel of the Law, (dharmacakra), which, in remembranco
of the first sermon of the Lord Buddha in the deerpark at Benares,
was extensively uged as a symbol to repregent the Lord Buddha at
the earliest times when no images of IHis person were yet made.

£) Plate IlIe. A circle of dots surrounding o centre dot.
This symbol is frequently found on old Siamese cojns. The number
of dots varies. In gome cases the dots are surrounded by frames
of different designs. Some of these marks ave oxplained by le May
(3) as Jantras (cabalistic signs). For the circle of dots le May gives
no explanation. No similar symbol is found on the Mohenjo-Daro
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gseals, whereas the old Indian punch-marked coins hear similar
marks (see Durgd Prasid Plates 22/77, 22/79-80). The latter believes
that the significance of the symbol is a Chakra-wheel, which was
considered as auspicious in carly Hindu India. I am inclined to
share this suggestion.

g) Le May Marks 35, 86. These marks are explained by le
May as open lotus-flowers, and, as no similar marks are found on
old Indian coing, I have no better explanation to offer. The mark
certainly looks like an open flower.

h) Plate ITT f. This mark appears only twice on old Siamese
coing, le May Block 54, “Notes” Plate III/12. The symbol is an
old one, appearing on Mohenjo-Daro seal XLIX/349 and on varioug
old Indian coins (Durgd Pragad Plate 23/112, 113). Tt veminds me
of the “vesica piscis” design of the Romans but might also represent
an eye or a Yoni of the very old Phallic cult.

i) Plate III g. The socalled “Anchor” and “Inverted-Anchor”
marlk : '

Although on the few coing known to me Whi(;ll have an anchor
as symbol, a kind of rope can be obsgerved around the stock (sce
“Studies’” Block 2), I am in doubt whether this symbol was intended
to represent an anchor at all.  There is no explanation for this
symbol nor for the “Inverted Anchor” mark. There is, however,
among the Mohenjo-Daro seals COOXXIX, seal 340, a symbol which,
though it looks more like an umbrella, might have some relationship
with owr “Inverted Anchor” mark. -

i) Plate IIIh. This mark appearsonly twice on Siamese coing
(“Studies” Block 34 and “Notes’ Block 12). Here again we find a
similar mark on Mohenjo-Daro-seal CCCI/444 and among the old
Indian coing (Durgh Prasid Plate XXII/70 and XXV/21). The same
symbol was found also on terra-cotta whorls at Troy, but its former
or present significance is not known. )

k) Plate IIIq and r. We¢ now come to a group of gymbolg
which are about 5000 years old, the symbols of the eleplant and the
ox, Both of them are represented on the Mohenjo-Daro seals and
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they appear on a greab number of old Indian punch-marked coins.
Their design on the Indian coing varies congiderably, but the elephant
is in almost each case represented with tusks, whereas the elephants
on our old Siamese coing have no tusks. The significance of these
gsymbols has been and may be explained in different ways. From
an Hindu point of view the elephant would appear to he the
Airavata of the vedic god Indra. Indra is represented riding on a
elephant as his Vahana. For a Buddhist, the elephant is a sacred
animal as a symbol of the supernatural conception of the Lord Bud-
dha, since it is believed that the Boddhisattva entered the body of
Queen Maya in the shape of an elephant. A Buddhist will, further-
more, remember the story of the elephant Nalagiri which, while
attacking the Lord, was subdued by the words of the Master. In
Siam the elephant enjoys special reverence, as a royal charge, and
the white elephant is a sacred animal enjoying speeial privileges.
It ig therefore not surprigsing that we find the symbol of an elephant
frequently represented on old Siamese coins, especially on those of
legger denomination, as well as on many flat coins of the Chalkri
dynasty. "

The humped oz, appears on the Mohenjo-Daro scals and ig
a very common symbol on the old Indian silver.and copper coins. It
is explained by Hindus as Nandi, the velicle or Vahina of Siva,
and according to Hindu conception the Bull is regarded as the
symbol of Dharma or Truth. There is no specific significance
attached to the Bull in Buddhist faith except that Buddha was born
in the month of the Bull (Vaisukha). We might therefore presume
that the Ox or Bull depicted as mark on old Siamese coing is meant
to represent the Nandi of Siva. It may, however, signify the zodiacal
sign of the year in which the respective king was born.

k) The hare Plate IIT i is represented on a few Siamese coins
only, probably of Ayuthia period. It is of strikingly similar ap-
pearance to those on old Indian coins. (Sce Plate I1I/i S and I11/11). As
far as I am aware, there is no explanation given for the hare-mark
by Hindu scholarg, but from a Buddhist point of view one is inclined
to connect the hare with the story of the “Hare and the Moon” in
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the Yataka tales. Also in this case the hare exists ag a zodiacal
gign, and the mark may refer to the year of the birth of the king.

1) The deer-or gazelle- Mark, which appears only on one coin,
found in Siam (Plate I 4) is without doubt a symbol of the Lord
Buddha. It helongs to thoge symbols which were intended to re-
present the Lord before pictures or statues were made of His person,
i.e. the Chakra-wheel, the empty throne, the fig-tree, the stupa and
others all indicating important stages durving His life. The dcer-
symbol derives itg exigtence from the deer-park at Benares, where
Buddha preached his fivst sermon.

m) Plate IITv The RBajast, (see also “Notes™, Block 2, “Stu-
dies” Plate V4 ete.) a mythological animal from India, is congidered
in Siam ag an emblem of Royalty. Hindu-scholars are inclined to
consider the lion as Simha the vahina of the mother goddess Durga.
Tn Buddhism the Lord Buddha is called the “Lion from the Sakya-
family”. In Buddhist sculpture the lion is frequently represented.
The famous monument of Sarnath shows four lions, a wheel, a bull,
an clephant and a horse. Buddhas throne is frecuently supported
by lions.

n) There is only one old Siamoese coin bearing the clear mark
of a horse.  This was discovered recently and is published here for
the first time (Plate II 9), Though we find a horse represented
on several Mohenjo-Daro seals, there is no representation of a horse
on the old Indian punch-marked coins. A Buddhist would be re-
minded by this symbol of the horse Kanthaka on which the Prince
Sidhartha left his home at night. The horse is algso a zodiacal sign.
In connection with the animal-symbols it seems noteworthy that
two animals very popular in Siam, the tiger and the water-buffalo,
do not appear on any coin. This seems to prove that the coin-marks
have been derived only from very ancient symbols and that there
existed a certain tradition.

o) Lotos-flower — and tree-symbols. Plate III k and IITt.
These symbols are largely repregented on old Siamese coins. In
many cases it scems difficult to digtingnigsh whether the vespective
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mark is designed to represent a lotos-flower, a civele of dots or a
chakra-wheel. I am inclined to consider those marks on which the
leaves or flowers branch off’ at certain intervals from other leaveg or
flowers as representation of trees, not aslotos flowers. As unexample
I vefer to Plate IIT kS,  (“Studies” Block 1)  Similar trees are
found on the old Indian coing (Plate IIT k I) This is explained by
Durgi-Prasad as the Vata-tree. From a Buddhist point of view
symbols of trees might signify the holy Fig-tree, under which Bud-
dha received illumination whereas the Lotos, which is [requently
represented on old Siamese coing, appear to the Buddhist ag symbol
of Buddha's birth and at the same time as symbol of purity.

p)  Plate 1TI 1 The “pyramid of dots” or Rachaval isexplain-
ed by le May as a Sanskrit word and “‘used in Siamese to denote a
fence which marks a Royal route or enclogure’”. Another translation
ig “Fence with multi-tiered nmbrella at intervals”. The word seems
to express both symbols, the pyramid of dots and the pyramid-like
shape of a Royal umbrella. This pyramid of dots appearson various
old Siamese coing in different executions and designs. The number
of dots varies {rfbm three to ten, and it must be noted that the
pyramid is not always complete, but sometimes without a top with
two dots in the highest row. Le May draws attention to the fact
that & similar mark is found on old Indian punch-marked coins.
And indeed, we find similar symbols on o great number of thoge
Indian coins. The significance of these symbols has again been ex-
plained by various authors in different ways, by some as a hill or
meru, by others ag a stupa,  Sir Walter Tlliot belioves that the old
Indian symbol, which does not always consist of separate dots but
of arches, or of crescents, signifies a chaitya. Ag a chaitya, or in
Siamese a chedi, it would signify the Phra Meru, or the holy hill,
a mythical mountain, whence the Bodhicitta loges itgelf in Stnya.
I think it probable that our mark of the Rachavat derives its
existence from the old symbol of a chaitya and that—at a later time
— the original significance was logt and the name of Rachavat was
given to it in Siam with another meaning. Since a long time the
pyramid of dots is painted on wallg and doors of houseg in Siam t0
ward off evil spirits.
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q) The Garuda, as the vahina of Vishnu, appears.already on
coing of Southern India. There are no doubts about thesignificance
of this symbol. The fact that it was used as mark on coing of the
Ayuthia period and again as late as in the reign of the Bangkok
dynasty is an example how Hindun and Buddhist influences in Siam
have been active side by side throughout the ages, althongh Siam is
considered ag an emporium for the Buddhist creed.

There are several more symbols illustrated on Plate III, the
meaning and significance of which is partly not clear.

r) Plate ITI/n 8 seems to represent the Sun. It has been
copied from a Northern bullet-coin., Many similar symbols ave
found on old Indian punch-marked coing, though Durgd Prasid is
justified in remarking that the symbol of the Sun should show a
round eircle with rays protruding from the eircumference, but with-
out 4 dot in the centre. I must leave the question open, but I am
convinced that many symbols shown by Durgd Prasdd are meant to
represent the Sun, as £.i. the symbol shown on Plate IIT/n I No. 24.

$) The meaning of the symbols illustratedson Plate II1T /h,
o and p are unknown and any attémpt at explanation would be
merely speculation. They ave included in the plate in order to show
their similarity in each group.

t) Plate III/m No. 17 is found on Bar money from the
North. Thereis a gimilar mark on the Mohenjo-Daro seals and
again on Indian punch-parked coing. The symbol seems to represent
a snake. It may signify the Naga, the pet of Siva or the Naga-King
Mucilinda, which sheltered the Lord Buddha.

u) Plate III/u. The symbol No. 28 ig taken from a Chieng-
mai c¢oin, on which it is distinetly visible, though mnever described
before. I have two coins like Kneedler Plate VI/1-5 and like Le
May Plate IV/4 which show the mark of a fish. The fish mark is
found on the Mohenjo-Daro seals as well ag on old Indian coins. The
Fish hag its place in Hindn mythology and is considered as sacred.
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A great many symbols and marks remain for which at present
no explanations can be given. I have drawn a number of the more
important marks, and they are shown on Plate ITI, A number of
them are similar to marks on old Indian coing, but their significance
is doubtful, To some of these marks Durgd Prasid has attributed a
Tantric gignificance. Actually, the resemblance of some marks with
degeriptions in Tantric texts is striking. But, as I said Dbefore, we
gshould refrain from attributing a purely religious significance to
gymbolg, either Hindu or Buddhist, unless there are compelling
reasons for it. If a symbol which appears on old Indian coins
corregponds to a Tantric formula, it is not proven that the same
symbol appearing on the Mohenjo-Daro seals had the same signifi-
cance at that time, i.e. about 2500 years earlier. On the other hand,
T am unable to share Allen’s view, who states that the symbols on
old Tndian punch-marked coins have no religious significance. Some
may have and some may have not.  The appearance of a rveproduc-
tion of Shiva on the Mohenjo-Daro seals ig rather in favour of the
hypothesis that some of the oldest symbols have a religious signifi-

cance. e

Conclusion:

Utmost care and vrestraint are recommended in the attempt to
explain symbols and marks on old Siamese coins. We have no
written evidence as proofs of their significance. The names by
which some marks are called now are not reliable. 'They have pro-
bably been relatively lately created by the “man in the street’, who
did not know anything about their origin.

I hope I have shown in this essay that a number of marks on
our coing are of very great age. The fact that some have existed
already about 5000 years ago gives an idea of the longevity of symbols.
At the same time it gives us an impressive connection of our present
days with the dark past and leads us to the common sources of all
culture in Asia, which time and tide cannot destroy.
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Pravings the time when this essay was already in print [ have
received-—ihrough the kind intermediaey of Mr 00 Boeles—u
connmunieation from Professor Georoe Coedis which 18 of great im-
portanee, The letter reads as follows: “Je m'intdresse & ces picces (Note:
this refers to all the coing lustrated on Plate 1) depuis longtemps.
On en a trouvd gquelyues-unes au Cambodge (G, Groslier, Recherches
sur les Cambodgiens, pp, 37-358, fiz. 8, p, ) et au cours de fouilles
recentes dans U'Ouest de la Cochinchine sur un site qui remonte i
époque du Founan, on a déconvert un grand nombre de picces
dont plusieurs ftaient découpdes en secteurs de cercle correspondant
apparement 4 des subdivisions de unité mondtaire. Etant donnde
I pepartition de ces monnaies dans Pespace, de la Birmanie en
Cochinehine, et de la date probable du site cochinchinois (ou 'on a
trouvd une médaille d"Antonin le Pieux, un cabochon gasganide, des
intaliies indiennes avece ingeriptions du 1T an Vsidele ot un fragment
de mireir chinois Cépogue Han), mon impression est qr'elles doivent
otre mises en relation avee le Fou-nan,

Lexplieation des symboles pose un probléme delicat, Les Nos.
Lot 2 (Noter of plate I) “‘reverse” devreaient figyger sur la photo
“Obverse” b vice-versa, T présence dun cercle des perles
encadrant le motif central comme sur les Nos. 3 4 5 est significative,
Une foig la transposition faite, i1 devient elair que toutes les pidces
reverge” montre le mome motif: sur les Nog, 3 40 qui paraisgent
plus anciens, ce motif resgemble & une Gdifice,  Quant aux motifs
“Obverse” si celul des Nos. 3 et 5 est elairement une conqgue, cclui
deg Nos. 1 et 2 doit Gtre un goleil levant.  Je signale a toules fing
whiles que le motit du “sablier” (Hour-Glags) vigible gur les Nos. 1
eb 2 est identigne & celul qui figure sur les gapeques chinoises des
ITan (type Wou-Chou) ou il représente le chiffre 5.”

These remarks seem to be doubly interesting ag in view of the
excavations in West Cochinchina the great age of our Siamese coins
shown on Plate 1 has been proved beyond doubt. With regard to
the explanation, which the learned Professor gives in connection
with the “Sun”-design it is noteworthy that according to informa-
tion from My, J.J. Boeles, the Museum in Calcutta possesges one
piece (apparantly similar to our Plate I 1 and I 2) which is described
there as “Riging Sun of Burma”.
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