








His Royal Highness’s relationship with the présent Royal
Family was always a very close one: for his mother died at his
birth and he was mothered and brought up by the Queen Grand-
mother, H.M. Queen Sawang. It was therefore natural that His
late Majesty, King Ananda, and His present Majesty, King Bhumibol,
should reguest His Royal Highness to assume the arduous duties of
President of the Council of Regency and, later, of sole Regent
during their absence for reasons of education and health in
Switzerland. No one, who ever came into contact with His Royal
Highness during the excercise of these high functions, will ever
forget the noble yet wonderfully charming manner with which he
fulfilled them. They must sometimes have heen extremely onerous
to him, becanse he was naturally of a very modest disposition and,
of late years, suffered greatly in his health. But to him duty was
of paramount importance: and from duty he never flinched, be the
handicaps what they might. His graciousness in other directions
will also always be remembered : for he was ever ready to lend
his presence to the families of those, who had grown old in the
gervice of their country, on the great occasions of their lives and,
on these occasions, his kind words and friendly smile were always
things to be held in treasured memory.

He married a German lady, Fraeunlein Elizabeth Mueller,
who has endeared herself to all who have been privileged to know
her by the gentle kindness of her character and by her unswerving
help to him in the moments of his greatest joys and deepest troubles,
There are three children of the 'marriage, two of whom carry on
the tradition of healing which was instinet in His Royal Highness's
nature: for the eldest son maintains a veterinary hospital, while
the only daughter is married to the present head of the Pasteur
Institute in this country.

It has already been said that His Royal Highness was one
of Siamn’s most cultured and artistically distinguished sons; and it
is especially on this side of his character that he will be particularly
lamented by the members of the Siam Society, of which he was
long an Honorary Member and of which he was since 1948 the
Honorary Vice-President. A keen photographer, a profound con-
noisseur of old niello work, an enthusiastic collector of Siamese
paintings and a true lover of good music, he always took the greatest
possible interest in the artistic and scientific work of the Siam
Society, lending it his close attention and always ready to give it
the benefit of his learned assistance.

He will be sadly missed. With his passing Siam is the
poorer by one of her most faithful and devoted children — and the
world by a great and noble gentleman.



