THE SEVEN SPIRES

A SANCTUARY OF THE SACRED FIG TREE AT CHIENGMA/

By
B, W. Hutchinson, M.BE.E.

INTRODUCTION

VAT CED-YOD, formerly known as BODHARAM, raiscs
problems conneeted with the date of itg construction, its unusnal
design and striking  decovation, which had already attracted my
atbention in the years hefove the lagt war. I had however little to
ghow in justification for my nuneroas excursions there other than
a pile of photographs which, while DYustrating the rmins, affarded
no clue to their orvigin or workmanship. Thus, Vat Ced-yod
remained an enigma to wme during my absence from Chiengiai
throughont the war; but apon my return in January 1947, 1 wag
able to vesnme my investigations under more favourable conditions.
I found the site no longer overgrown and abandoned, as in 1940,
the -inner conrtyard had been cleaved of rank vegetation and ity
gsonth-west end was ready for occupation by voung monks, the
gsenior monk — PARA PHROHMSEN ~ being occupied with the collee-

tion of f

unds for restoving the dilapidated viharn.,  With his assis-
tance, sanckion was obtained from the senior Pali scholar at Vat
Cediluang, PHRA MAHAMUN, for me to study a palm-leaf manu-
script containing the Chronicle (Tamnan) of Vat Ced-Yod, Both
of these Buddhist dignitarvies have treated my requests for clueida-
tion of the text with the greatest consideration and Phra Phromsen
has invariably -welcomed my - visits to the monastery and hag

geconded my efforts to take accurate meagurements.

H.H. Prince Dhani Nivat, Kromamun Bidyalabl, has given
practical proof of hig interest in my work by lending me his_own
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copies of two hooks which I have been unable to replace in my
post-war library, but which are essential for a study of Vat Ced-
yod.l  His Highness has always found time, durving my short and
rare vigits to Bangkok, to give me the benefit of his advice and
asgistance which, on my last visit, included the loan of notes
(fuwrnished by the Department of Archeology at Patna) on the
Sanctuary at Buddhagaya: these T have utilized in the extracts below.
For these and all his many kindnesses I am profoundly grateful to
the Prince.

Mr. Lu Pe Win of the Archeological Survey in Mandalay
very kindly presented me last vear with a pieture of the Mahabo-
dhi at Pagan.

Signor Feroci of the Fine Arts Department made sketches
for me and notes on the towers at Aihole in the Deccan.

Thanks to an introduction from Mr. J.S. Furnival of Ran-
goon, I have rceeived some valuable notes from Mr. G.H. Luce
concerning the temples at Pagan, some of which appear to have
gserved as models for the degign of three importunt templeg in
Lampun—Chiengmai in the 14th — 15th century. Extracts arve given
in Appendix I

Mr. F. Schveiber of Chiengmai lent me on several occagions
Vol. 4 of Dr. O. Fischer’s work on the Art and Archeology of India
and heyond.2 Authority to rveproduce copies of two of his plates
has been sought:  No, 138, the rock temple at Bajra:; Plate 174,
the Pyramid at Gaya before the repairs of 1830 which should be
compared with the photo of Gaya after 1880 — (copy purchased
from the Department of Archeology in India). The two photos

1. Documents sur 'Histoire Politique ot Religieuse du Laos
Oceidental . . . ... extrait du B.E.F.E.O. vol. XXV (1925) Hanoi
by Professor G. Coedés.

L’archologie duw Siam . .. .., (1925) Hanoi by Monsieur J.Y.
Claeys.
2. Kunst Indiens, Chinas und Japans, Vol. 4.

Kunstgeschichte von Otto Fischer ... . .. Propylaen Verlag,
Ullsteinhaus, Berlin. 1928.
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afford an eloquent comment on the extent of the restoration which
was carried out in accordance with a small stone model of mediae-
val times.8

In preparing my English version of the extracts below from
AL e PYYY € . - P . oo P T N 8 iy
Fischer's German text concerning the rock-temples and the Pagan
perigd, T was indebted to M. Schreiber for helping me grasp and

reproduce the exact meaning of the original.

My, On Maung assisted me with the measurements at Vat
Ced-yod and drew the plans to scale, rendering assistance also in
typing. Nai Puk Phakasem transposed the Lao text of the palm-
leat manuscript into Siamese and typed it for me; he was algo
helpful in establishing contacts with the local Buddhist authorities
for their advice regarding the relative position of the seven tradi-
tional sites visited by Buddha after the enlightenment; he even
furnished me with extracts from the Phongsawadan ¥ onok4 But
for the loyal co-operation of these two Buddhists of Chiengmai,
the material in my hands for the completion of thig paper would
have been insufficient when the time came for me to leave Chieng-
mai finally at the end of May.

Marchese L. Cambiago, in angwer to my appeal, has kindly
prepaved a translation of the technical language employed by
Monsiear Claeys in reference to the use of the radiating arch at

Vat Ced-yod with which he concludes his study of Siamese Archi-
tecture.d In the course of our talk last month, the Marchese
illustrated the meaning of the term horiz onml thrust in this con-
nection by reminding me of the habit of the Romans in classical
times of selecting a rocky site for their bridges, so that, where
possible, e&ch end of the bridge rested on a natural anchorage
capable of yloldmg the resistance required to maintain the wedge-
shaped bricks of the arch firmly in their place and so prevent the

3. V. Gazetlcer of Gaya district ...... ¢ch. 3
by L.S.S. O'Malley, I.C.S.. . . ... Calcutta, 1906,

4. Ch. XIX compiled by Phya Prac‘xakxt Koracak. Bangkok 1907.
(PY. in the text)

5. V. Appendix II
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collapse of the bhridge when gubjected to the vertical thrust of
traffic passing of over it, This principle should be borne in mind
when examining the arches at Vat Ced-yod.

T am indebted to another old friend, Phya Vinit Vanandon,
tor the correct botanical identification of two trees and a small
plant which occur in connection with the traditional list of the
seven localities visited after the Enlightenment beneath the
Sacred Fig-tree ( Ficus religiosa — Moraceae ).

In tendering my grateful acknowledgements to all who have
helped me, I desire in particular to emphasize the debt which I
owe to Professor Coedss for the masterly exposition, chronological
tables and, above all, for the notes appended to his translation
into French of the Pali works, Jinakalamalind, Camadevivamsa,
Sasanavamse (Ch. IV):6  of an 8th century Mon Inscription from
Lopburi, also of two inscriptions in Pali and one in Pali-Thai at
Lampun — collected together into the single volume, already men-
tioned, entitled Documents sur [histoire politique et religicuse du
Laos occidental...extrait du B.IE.F.E.O, Vol. XXV (1925) (Hanoi
by Professor @. Coedés). In a preface, written in Bangkok 26
years ago, Coedds presented his work in the form, not of a history
of Northern Siam, but rather — as the title suggests — of Documents
(practically unknown in Europe at that time), but which — when
translated - would provide a solid taking-off ground, he helieved,
for fresh vesearch in regiong still only partially explored. That

6. Jinakalamalini was written by the monk RATANAPANNA
in Chiengmai during the years 1516 - 17 (V. JKM 169). He was
then about 48 years old. (V. Documents, pp. 5-6)

Camadevivamsa written by the monk, BODHIRAMSI, mid-15th
century, is a religious epic of the Mon period in Lampun
(V. Documents, pp. 12 seq.)

Sasanavamsa, a legendary religious chronicle, mentions the
pilgrimage to Ceylon in 1424, also the alterations to the cedi
at Vat-luang, Lampun, but dates them 1468, not 1469 (JKM).
Gives very brief account of Bureng Naung’s conquest of Chieng-
mai in 1578 resulting in a religious reformation wsithout reduc-
ing the people to slavery.
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- volume has been constantly in my hands and has, in fact, performed
precisely the service which its author intended.

The regult is the present essay which is divided into five
sections.  Purt I gives a description of Vat Ced-yod and the out-
lying buoildings including the two plans and measurements, Part I'T
follows briefly the development of Buddhist art in India and
Burma with the aid of extracts from Fischer and O’Malley ; then,
with the help of JKM and of the extant remains in Lampun, its
progress is traced up to the end of the 13th century when the Mon
kingdom of HARIPUNJAYA (Lampun) was conquered by Mengrai
and higs Thai from Chiengmai. Paré IIT carries on the study
throughout the first period of Thai supremacy in the North which
terminated with the Burmese occupation in 1578 — actually the final
half-century is a blank, since I found nothing later than 1527, the
lagt date in JKM. The place to be assigned to Vat Ced-yod in the
religious history of the North is then determined. I find difficulty
in assigning Vat Ced-yod to a period before the mid-fourteenth
century when certain features of Pagan design appeared in Lampun
and were repeated in the following century in Chiengmai — features
which are distinctive of Vat Ced-yod. In the light ot the uncom-
promising statement in paragraph 5 of the Chronicle to the effect
that a monastery was firgt founded by King Tilok and that the
Fig-tree was planted by him later at this monastery on the site now
occupied by Vat Ced-yod, I can gee no alternative to dating that
temple in the second half of the fifteenth century. Part VI
containg my analysis of the Chronicle (TVCY) in 12 paragraphs
under each of which is a note regarding the correspbnding paragraph
in JKM. A comparison of the two sources points to the conclusion
that TVCY is a free translation, often amplified, of the passages in
JKM which refer to Vat Ced-yod. Among other similarities, both
sources come to an end on the same date and with the same informa-
tion. Part V consists of a transcription into Siamese of the original
Lao text of the manuscript, ingseribed with a style on palm-leaves,
‘probably the latest of a series of reseripts in which copyists’ errors
are likely to accumulate : e.g. the mistake in Tilok’s age (para. 6)

-~
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and the incorrect total ordinations (para. 10 (1)). Owmissions and
interpolations by copyists of both JKM and TVCY are probably
responsible for puzzling discrepancies between the two mss, viz. i1—

a. Omission by JKM 143 of the Sangayana and
Library described in TVCY 6. and dated 1477. JKM
however refers back to them forty years later in p. 16S.

b.c. Add‘ition of a viharn in 1455 on the South side
by TVCY 5. and of the viharn adjoining the cedsz in 1518
TVCY 10 (e) - both omitted by JKM which however dates
the great sanctnary “Mahavilaram edes:” 1576 ; and in 1518
mentions two viharn built in other temples, but not the
viharn adjoining the ceds at Vat Ced-yod (JKM 143 and
174).

It will be observed that TVCY fails to record even the

building of the cedi — let alone any comment on its unusual
design.

The gap which oceurs in both mss between the years 1455
and 1476-7 — a period of 21 years passed over in complete silence
both as regards contemporary events and progress of building at
Vat Ced-yod — gives rige to the suspicion that a whole page of the
JKM manuscript may have been lost before the JKM became the
main source for the Chronicle.

Apart from amplifying JKM’s reference to the foundation
of Vat Ced-yod, the Chronicle is of value, if only for clarifying
the ambiguous language in which JKM refers to that foundation
for the first time — a reference which Professor Coedés, on the
authority of H.R.H. the late Prince Damrong Rajanubhab, took to
mean that the Seven Spires were already standing on their present
site at the time when King Tilok planted his tree, i.e. in 1455,
The Professor now considers that TVCY gives a better translation
of the Pali than that given on p. 111 of his Documents sur U His-
loire Politique et Religieuse du Laos Occidental...extrait du B.E.F.
E.0. Vol. XXV (1925) (Hanoi, by Professor (. Coedes) Part VI
includes the Siamese text of the Chronicle together with Appendix.
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The study which follows of Buddhist expansion in Lannathai
under the impetus of the Ceylon-pilgrims of Chiengmai concerns a
period in the history of the North which was first made known to
western students twenty-four years ago through the medinm of
Coedés’ Documents above-ment'oned, a volume which has been my
congtant companion during the past months. It ix only fitting
thevetore that the study in which that work has borne fruit shonld
be dedicated to the genial Aéahn and master of historieal research
in Forther India, Professor G. Coedés, whose work, it is hoped,
may soon hecome available to a wider cirvele through the medium of
translation.

It is algo hoped that, when improved facilities enable the
reproduction of the intevesting illustrations in S'tha vatyakam? an
opportunity for a second edition may arise, in order to rvevise the
faulty chronology which attributes the huilding of Vat Ced-yod to
influence from Pagan in the reign of King Anurudh (i.e. first-half
of the cleventh century)

S. Rhodesia, July 1949
. B.W. HUTCHINSON.

P.§. Grateful acknowledgements are also due to His Highness
Prince Dhani Nivat, Krom Miin Bidyalabh, and to Mr.C.M. Anderson
for correcting wul editing the text of my typescript; also to
Luang Chakrapani (Visadh Krairiksh) for preparing a vevised edition
in Thai of the Lao Tamnan Vat Ced-yod.

7. Sthapatyakam published Bangkok 1946. The erroneous chrono-
logy was repeated in an article on p. 16 of the ¢ Standard " of
19th February 1949.
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PART I

Description of Vat Ced-yod

The visitor should take the north wvoad, leave the city by
the white-clephant gate and pass the curions monument of that
name on his right : if he then looks north west across the field in
the divection of Mt Suthep, a vague mass of bluigsh-grey masonry
and spives will be discerned indistinetly against the dark belt of
of forest that lies hetween the fields and Mt Suthep.

In order to examine this unusual building at cloge quarters,
it is necessary to leave the main-road at Lion Cage monastery
’a"ﬂfzqaa‘:‘; — some 4 kan. from the centre of the city — and follow a
cart track for another kilometre or more through the scrub
( generally practicable tor motor-cars). The track bears west hut
bends south eventually in ovder to skirt some habitations, then
enters a narrow defile between (east) a high, embanked tervace —
the reputed site of King Tiloks cremation —and (west) a steep
mound surmounted by the tall cedi and stwpa to commemorate that
King. The track then comeg out onto an open, grass-covered
clearing bounded (west ) by a modern wall 54 m. in length. This is
the eastern wall of a courtyard (d4m & 9L m ) in the centre of which
stands the “SANCTUARY OF THE SEVEN SPIRES” which is
dimly wvisible from the main road north of the city.

The central portion of this courtyard is occupied by a plinth
composed of latevite blocks, apparently anmortared, standing 1 m. 25
above ground-level and supporting the following Dbuildings 1~

At east end, vthern (assembly-hall) — )

length east to west 23m. 00
Centre, cedi with 5 pyramids and 2 stupa

on upper terrvace 21 m. 08
At west end, an unterraced, vaulted

extension of cedi Hm. 50
Adad to this the unroofed space hetween

cedi and viharn X 6m. H0



! '
[T -
i #57T

to

@ Lok Crinnrron Crowm

(7) Cevr onsore or Korayarona JTeee
Ruomen Conre

Q /?//é"’l %‘5 /f:ﬂo /%’/'/ IR AL
Ninroow less
Hoepiins  Pnn

(12) 7o Sweren Fro Jees

S — £ Yo R N

.
T 44 3% 1040 2,40 ‘T
. S0 ”_:j r-[ ]T :3
S A3 :@ i_o |$
oL® A || © _Fem]
B 5 -
T«-— S T
O
~
- < 20
P W ‘ —87
@ Ten B
| . *®
o
J]’ Bo TR 3— W
‘?‘j % ;o-—— Vs
% | 1
RercrRencs : =
e Vior Cen Jop l 1
(2) ameren | Seace
Vra/ /: Jo000
M s
9 Vur: Tivom Nenogiae l Ground Aow
e Anrorrsa Cenr or
6 reon Pinsan BopraRrR"A
Mawa VengRg

or
Var Cep Yoo
-
Svssivraky Borsines

|
h®

0]

i
af

— e ——— -

S

e S5O i [ApPrOR) e . —-B—f n
Q

e e e e e e e e e e —— e e . —

rq————.—._—_-..-——__.__.._.—_.__.

[
1
=
]
]

Ground plan of The Seven Spires and subsidiory buildings.



3

—Z

/210

— 208

fe—— —— 500 o — ]

/.36,

k4
3 g
i |
Seace - /:150 M
o e N
— s 6.50 [an
- 8
T f
T i
_ .22 .ﬁpl. 2 oo
= |t
i /. vavLTao ql
m{h;m\?.i m.. lelm 590 ] Tnlhglllu
— “ - corrloor " _.“-
J PP, 4
_ [ SRy N

N\h T NQ%\*%A%.&% \&ﬁx\h \\\.\%\@q

oR

QN.B .b\ oD

FreRTTEOTIAST

LI

{90 e —— 5 —

VvV AV LT LD

/610 -

€C 0 R R J > O R

FrAYTTITTICMTT

RRTEEIe
1o L L
Ledodlbigsarlia

GROUND PLAN

L#0—— —r)

R A

Platform

b /258 —n]

le—2.00 —

te———240 ——>1180

i

4

Plan of the central plinth of the Seven §pires,

8




The Seven .Spires K. Vault.
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the total length  of the plinth from cast (o west s therefore
STm. 80 At the west end of the plinth is an unroofed platform
T 25 in tength whicl gives aecess to the vault by 8 steps. The
total length from cast to west of the whole monwment 04w, 39 is
more than four times that of its width, which never exceeds 19 .
even at the two bhays and 8 generally [T 20, hot tapers to 5o
on the west platform,  Dimensions such as these leave ample spaee

for other buildings on the novth aned soath sides of the courtyard.

The Courtyerd.

Hast end, Thoere are a few young Mungo trees on thoe
right as we enters on the left, o Jack tree and o grove of young
suephelinmt. Against the east wall is a4 modemn ullui.s"h,vl' with
cement floor amd tiled roof, extermding from  the  entrance-gate,

midway down the the east wall, to the south cust cornoer,

Souwih side, In between the south east corner and o snall
opening in the south wall is  the monks’ quarters qﬁ, itowooden
building on piles, which provides accommodation for Phra Prohm-
sen and n few voung monks and nen. A young  ficus veligiosa of
some twenty vewrs growth fills the space hetween this building and
the opening in the wall @ ontside the wall, at o shovlt distanee from
the opening, is o smadl civenlar tower in rains near the supposed
traditional site of the Minosops tree Tina ~ the traditional #04,) 1~
ybana trees Towards the south-west corner, mid-way from it and
froan the cedi, stand the rannts of w very ancient but now stunted
Fig-tree, helieved to be the parent of the younger Fig-tvees vorul
about and to be descended from the actual stem hrought from  Cey-
fon in the fifteenth century, of which o shoot was planted by King
Tilok.8 Beneath it ign slab — the traditional DIAMOND THRONE.?

West end. Adjacent to it, but neaver to the centre of the
west wall are two trees, n jasmin and o palm, both fully-grown;

8. v. TVCY, para. 5.
9. The throne on which Buddha sat, —

Va jrasana or Bodhi pattand.
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in the north-west corner is another Fig-tvee corresponding in size

to the one near the monks’ house.

North side. The main object of interest, agide from several
young mango trees, is a heap of earth, hricks and masonry piled to
the top of the north wall near the centre where it is said that
wome monks’ cells once existed : it is considered by some that in
early days a traditional “Jewelled-cloister” - Ratanacongkrom -

passed through this site, connecting it with the octagonal pavilion
of brick and plaster just outside the enclosure wall, (hefore the
present wall was put up ) which ig held to represent the traditional
Animisa ceds, the site on which the Buddha stood for seven days
-after his Enlightenment and bhefore pacing the Jewelled Cloister. It
ig popularly known as such, and contains a modern figave of the
Standing Buddha, some two feet high, in sandal-wood painted black.

Access to the gshrine is by two small stairways of brick, .80 m.
wide, on each side of the plinth, giving on to the, now unrvoofed,
platform hetween cedd and vikarn. The rongh gale-roof of thateh
with gupporting posts, which formerly concealed the east facade of
the cedi have now been removed, thereby revealing the extent of
the dilapidation threatening the eagt fagade behind which, at no
great depth, hrick givey place to the original latevite of the gtrue-
ture. The reason for refacing the east fagade with bricks, laid less
arefully than elsewhere, ig less apparent than in the case of the
north and south wallg wheve the laterite surface wvequived o hrick
facing for supporting the stucco figures with decorate them ; but
the decoration ends with the figures in the north-east and south-
east re-entrants, leaving the east tacade round the vaulted archway
bare. The bricks, of which it now consists, ave ill-set and appavently
unmortared; buat hehind, at no great distance, is solid Jaterite
which supplies all the support required hovizontally for maintaining
the great vaulted covvidor intact under the vertical weight of the
pyramids above,  The vault is 16 m. 10 deep and the pievs of the
entrance arch in the centre of the facade are'}} m. 60 high and sup-
port a radiating (Roman) arch with a rise of L. 68 and a span of
2m. 40.  Claeys points out that the bricks which now serve asg 2

-
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The Seven Spires, Chiengmai, showing the pit behind the central pyramid,



THE SEVEN SPIRES 11

facing to the areh have not even heen moulded wedge-shape at the
augle required to ohtain an aeenvate semi-cirefo, 10 Comparing the
Lagade at Ced-vod with that of the Mahebodhd at Pagan, we observe
that the former is sunnounted by two sbiegie, one at each corner;
whereas at Pagan there are four, distributed evenly along the fron-
tage of the tereace above the fagude.  This poses the question
‘whether the absence at Ced-vod of the two central stupe above the
entrance to the vault may not have deprived the eastern end of the
vertical thrust needed.  Otherwise, the danage to the cast fagade
may perhaps be due to unsyviunetrieal hrick-layving and carcless
moertiing : or again to some flaw in the oviginal pose of the Iaterite
blocks, wuch as one ix tewpted 1o hold respous'ble for the ruinons
condition of the two dogs-leg staivways which take off from the north
and south walls of the vault at o distance of D, 70 from the
cntrance and emerge from under the north-east and  south-cast
pyrianid respectively onto the upper terraee @ their width is harely
sufficient to admit o hig wan and they traverse the solid Iaterite
wills which ave 2 a, 42 o depth between the wall of the vaudt and
the exterior wall,

The vault terminales in o bare wall withoul pendentives:
in front of the wall is a lwvge Buddha in dingy painted apparel, «
sitnilar image vests on the growawd in front: neither appear to pos-
Bess any claim to special age or interest,

West of the vault, @ reduetion on the width of the eed? frow
11 o0 20 to Jess than Gan. at the point of junetion with the unter-
aced western extension i effected by means of three reentrants of
T 25 on both novth and south sides. At the junction of the cedi
with the western extension, in the centre, is a pit 2m. 00 squave
at its mouth on the western extremity of the terrace and the late-
rite walls are in good alignment : they are helieved to extend down
to below ground Jevel, as at Pugdn, where they appear to have
served to drain off the rain-water from the tervace. At the corner
where the western extension joing the south-west wall of the main

10. op. cit. Pp. 445-447 v, appendix.




12 THE SEVEN SPIRES

shrine ig a pile of earth and rubble extending up to a hreach in the
south wall of the pit at its mouth. The damage to the south wall
of the pit was caused some 37 years ago by the fall of a Fig-tree
which had grown up in the pit to a size which the authorities con-
sidered to be a menace to the structure. Phra Promhsen remembers
how, in his boyhood, the tree was removed under orders t’rol;q the
Governor., Its uprooting was undoubtedly the cause of the above-
mentioned damage to the gouth wall of the pit and hag left its mark
in the pile of earth etc. up which it is possible to climb to the tex-
race as an alternative route to the ruined stairways.

The western extension congists of an unterraced vault 5 m.90
from the entrance to the image on a ledge at the end (similar to
those in the east vault) which it known as Phra Thantéai wisnuly
becaunse it wag made in a single day. The laterite arch vests on
piers 2m. 30 with a rise of 1m. 20 and a span of 1m. 60, on either
gide of which is a pilaster and beyond it a shallow re-entrant to
the north and gouth sides of the external wallg of the vault, which
were faced with brick and decorated in the same way as the walls
of the main ceds. The external dimensions of the west extension,
6 m. 50 in length and approx. 5 m.80 in width, the height estimated
about 5 m. — is not easy to measure owing to the ruinous and over-
grown condition of the upper surface above the vault, which is
Hm. 90 in length, 2m. 40 wide and 3 m. 50 high, — inside measure-
ments.  Although lacking in precigion, these measurements show
walls of considerable golidity with corresponding thickness in the
1roof carried by them ; it may be quegtioned however whether this
vaulted extension possesses the same rigidity as the central portion
of the main shrine under the pyramids, a doubt which ig reinforced
by‘ the flimsy appearance of the western end. The open platform
beyond it is also in bad repair.

One feature of the monument which degerves to be per-
petuated for the benefit of posterity by meang of plaster mould, if
nothing hetter can be done, ig the stucco ormamentation of the
outer walls both of ced? and west extension.  Ag stated above, the
laterite walls were faced with brick and coated with plaster. A

-



Standing figures on North-East walls.




. Seated figures on North-East walls.
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hovizontal moulding divides ench wall-face into an upper and a
lower panel. The panels are separated vertically by bulging plaster
pilasters whieh rest directly upon the laterite and are each adorned
with elaborate mouldings round the base and capital. The centre of
each panel has been excavated sufficiently to contain a hrick filling
which serves to support a human figure in high relief and wrichly
clothed in the traditional style prescribed for the type of angelic
being known ag thevada (Pali: Devatd ). Vestiges exist of at least
70 figures of which 29 have either been dislodged or otherwise
perished.  Of the remmining 41 figures, those in the re-entrant
stand 2m. or more high ; the remainder are seated in the posture
varyankasana : the larger figurves meagure 1. 25, the smaller ones
Lm. 05 from knee to knee, meagsurements from crown to toe being
1m.68 and L m, 60 regpectively. The standing figure which Clieys
described in detail stands 2 m. 45 high and is particularly well-
preserved and suitable for pevpetuation in the form of a plaster
moulding, which could be preserved among the artistic treasuves of
the nation.  Claeys compared these figures with the stucco orna-
mentation of a mandop at Vat Trapang Tong at Sukhothai. 11 The
flat background of the panels in many cases ig engraved with the
outline of flowers and tendrils, which enhance the lite-like effect of
the reliefs : similar decoration ig to be seen in the form of mural
frescoes in Pagan, the origin of which will be discussed later.

The disparity in age, observable in the treeg and buildings
grouped around the cedi occurs algo in the viharn. It is possible
that the orviginal viharn was not built tntil 63 years after the ceds
and replaced an earliev Hall erected by King Tilok to the south of
the present building which itself is now being rebuilt, the perish-
able materials employed being such that rebuilding is necessary and
has probably been effected every century since 1518, the dabe
assigned by the Chronicle to the earliest viharn on the plinth. 12

11. v. op. cit. p. 416. This mandop appears to have been replaced
now by a crude gilded pavilion.

12. v. TVCY. 10 (e) JKM 143 however appears to date both cedd and
wiharn in the yeax 1476.
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The building now under repair is a poor example of the usual type.
At the west end ig a large Buddha in plaster in the attitude of
samadhi, but a smaller bronze figure at its side in the posture of
maravijai deserves attention 13 — Chiengsen style, fingers of the
right-hand unequal in length. The bhronze stand, Om. 28 high, has
A serrated upper rim. Another furnishing of digtinction iy a, tall
pulpit "n‘i'imﬁﬁ’, finely carved and of slender proportions, tapering to
a JSfiniale consisting of four tiers of graceful, dove-cot gables: the
panels of the three upper tiers are adomed with gilt kudu,  These
two objects of distinction sevve to recall the sumptuous furnishings
of four centuries ago when Vat Bodharam, as it was then known,
contained the Sandal-wood image from Phayao, the patimakor
Buddha from Cambodia and a golden patimakor cast hy King Muang
Keo even though they may not have actually been pliced in the
viharn 14

Before we examine the upper terrace, we may note two holeg
in the ground, 25cm. in diameter, near the narrow. stairways of
approach to the plinth. At first sight, the modern framework of
cement around the aperture is suggestive of a drain; but they ave
regarded locally ag an anchorage for the two temple-poles, long since
vanished.

The dimensions of the upper terrace correspond with those
heneath, viz, - 21m. 08 from the pit at the wegt end to the parapet
above the east fagade. The terrace is Sm. 50 ahove ground-level.
The first object on the terrace, east of the pit-head, ig the central
pyramid, 4m. 80 sq. at the base. At a distance of a metre from
each of the four corners stand the four satellite pyramids, 2m. 10
at the hase, each prdvid.e-d with an arched (corbelled ) entrance to a
small vaulted chamber ~ that of the two western pyramids faces east
on to the entrance to a similar vanlted-chamber in the two eastern

13. samadhi — hands folded in lap, as in a trance,

maravijai ~ rt. hand on knee, as having attained victory over
evil.

4. v. TVCY 10 (f}, 11 (a), and para. 8 respectively., The latter how-
ever was placed in the uposoth until its removal to Lampun,
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Entrance to central Shrine at East end of platform.
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pyraniids, that of the enstern pyviumnids faces west. Two of these small
vaults form a canopy over the steep, narrow, stairwayvs on the norgh
and south sides of the vaulted corridor below, which emerge through
the north eagt and south easgt pyramnids rvespectively and face on to a
minate shrine in the corregponding arched vauly of the north west
and gouth west pyramids. The bage of the central pyramid also
containg a vaulted chamber, 2m. 40 X 2m., ingide the pyramid,
which is enteved from the east end by a vaulted corridor 4 m. 80 long.
The radiating arch at the entrance is set upon piers 1 m. 78 high
and has a rise of Om. 85 : the maximum height is 2m. 63 with a
span. of 1m. 66, The pilaster which guards the entvance on the
novth gide i% intact and similar to those on the walls below ; hat the
corvesponding pilaster on the south side i misging and the wall
behind it is in rminous condition — this would seem due possibly to
the abgence of anv compensating support, either at the side or above,
the roof of the vault being unterraced and the side-walls thin and
not even solic, heing broken on hoth mnorth and south sides hy an
open, metre-wide door-space, rectangnlar in form.

The vaulted chamber at the hase of the central pyramid is
the sanctim and women arve requested by a notice (on the wallg of
the lower corridor) to abstain from penetrating to it. It containg
o large Buddha in plaster of similar appearance to those helow hut,
go it appears, of greater antiquity — the right hand is bhroken and
there are other signs of crumbling.

From the sanclum we emerge on to an open platform (of the
game width ag the vault) which extends for 2m. 30 out towards the
centre: of the lower terrace — this eastermn end being somewhat
lower than the vest: it containg a stwpa over each bay ag well as
the projecting platform.  The Iaterite woussoirs of the stupa ave
arranged in a cirele, 2m. 60 in diameter at the base, in 20 rows
one above the other, gmdually diminighing in diameter ag they asg-
cend hell-like to the square bhage of the plastered terminal shaft,
The lower end of this shaft regembles a mughroom, above which five
rings taper to a cone at the summit.  The shaft forms the gole
decoration of the two stupa.
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The five pyramids however arve all decorated in the samie
style, although the thick stucco coating has become detached in some

places and left the laterite blocks exposed : — remains of the fallen
stucco litter the cowrtyard. The pattern is as follows :— ecach wall

of o pyramid is divided by two deep channels vertically into three
upright sections which, as they ascend, diminish in accordance
with the natural taper of the pyramid. The vertical gections are
divided horizontally by twin fillets of fine leaves — eight on the
central and five on the satellite pyramids.  The result is eighteen
pancls on each wall of the latter and twenty-seven on each wall of
the central pyramid. The central panels arve decorated wwith the
lude of India, singly ov in paivg throughout; in the angle sections
the Fudu alternates with a design suggestive of three bulbous,
rectangular lozenges, side by side.  The shaft above the pyramid
hellies into a bulbous pot-pumpkin ornament; 15 ghe pinnacle,
(missing on the central pyramid ), is a pile of rings which diminigh
in diameter up to the finfale. The central pyramid, without this
pinnacle, stands Sm. 50 above the terrace and 20m. 00 above the .
ground. Even with the migsing pinnacle and finiale added, the
height would have been only about one third of that of Cedi-luang,
the central monument of Chiengmai.

A number of subsidiary sites and ruing exist outside the
existing enclosure in addition to the two small shrines, alveady
mentioned, that mark the traditional sites of Animisacedi and the
ra jayatana.  The number of scattered bricks on the outer peri-
meter suggest that the whole site (approx. 245 m. x 180) may have
heen enclosed with a wall which took off from the ruins of a great
entrance-gate, 16 87 m. 20 dune east of the entrance in the existing
wall and on the same axis as the viharn-cedi., The ruin consists of
two magsive piles of brick with traces of stucco ornamentation, but
the connecting areh has vanished.

15. This object will be familiar to those acquainted with the deco-
ration of the stkhara at Aihole.

16. This may be identical with the gate and wall ordered by King
Tilok when the original buildings were planned. v. TVCY para. 5.
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The tall monament to King Tilok, west of the defile at the
entrance, was built by his suceessor and grandson, Phra Yod
Chiengrai after King Tilok’s death in 1478.17  The hase of the cedi
is 23 m. sq. — the style is a replica on a small seale of the great Cedi-
Inang completed by Tilok., The fine stupa was gilded by the great-
grandson Phra Muang Keo in 1516, 18

On the east side of the ravine, overlooking the road, is a
small octagonal pavilion of brick and plaster, now in ruins, which
ig said to have gevved to support King Tilok’s funeral wrn before the
cremation ; n short distance to the east is the actual cremation ground
on which King Phra Muang Keo built the wposoth (bot) in 1510
which measnred 38 m.x 16 m. compared with the small existing bot
11m. x7.19

Some bricks in the groand between the outer and inner gates
arve said to mark the site of the Library for the Scriptuves — %o
moniien — built originally by King Tilok in 1477 and rebuilt by King
Muang Keo in 1515, 20

The nikrodh (ficns bengalensis) under which the Buddha
rested near the goat-herd’s hut -~ one of the traditional seven sites
commemorating the Enlightenmenf known as asapala-nigrodha —
ig located by the monks in the same arvea, near the Librvarvy, despite
~ the statement in the Temple Chronicle that it wag to be commemo-
ated in the north west corner. 21

The Temple Tank Mucalind to the east of the ghrine is still
to be seen in the same avea of the shrine, slightly north for a line
drawn between the ruined outer gate and the entrance to the modern
enclosed courtyard and on its bank arve still to be seen the mae cilk
hush associated with the traditional site, 22

17. v, TVCY 7.

18. v. TVCY 10 (¢)

19, v. TVCY 8 and JKM 151

20, v. TVCY 8 and 10 (c)

2L, v. TVCY 5.

22. v, TVCY 5. rhalk eik is “Barrintonia acutangula™,

|
:
i
)
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Lastly, at a distance of 150 metres to the somth of the
modern enclosure wall is a ruined rvectangnlar brick building, 4m. %
Hm. 30 standing some 2% m. high with a flat roof (design unknown)
which is overgrown by a fig tree which is gradually cansing the bricks
to disintegrate.  Three wally are of brick without door or window,
but the fourth, facing east, is completely open, in the form of a
wide-spanned radiating arch with a rise of 1m. 20 above the piers
on either side 1m. 90 in height and Om. 70 square.  The three so-
lid walls have less depth and no buttresses of any sort; consgequent-
ly the survival of the flat-roofed structurve for four centuries is a
matter for gurprise, if the popular notion is correct that it wasbuilt
by King Kes Klao as a religuary for hig ashes, (d. 1533). The floor
is bave earth. It crowns a low knoll — with a pool below.

The soil to the east is very swampy for some distance in
the divection of the Temple Tank, Mufalind which, at one period
may possibly have extended in this dirvection.
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PART It

Development of Buddhist
Architecture in Northern Siam

The origin of the numerous architectural and artistic teatures
of Vat Ced-yod must he sought in a survey of the development of
Buddhist art from the earliest beginnings in India. To quote a re-

“cent saying of Qoedés. : 23

" Buddhism appears to have opened the way ‘‘for the dit-
fusion of Indian culture ; the statues of Buddha ( Amavavati
style) discovered at Pong Tik and Khorat in Siam; at Dong-
Diiong in Annam; at Palembang in Sumatra; in Java and
Borneo, are all lJandmarks that attest the limits reached Dby
Hindu expansion in its Deginning..... they preceded the
‘nstitution of official Civa worship with its cult of the royal
lingam.  Ag for Vishnu worship, it did not make its ap-
pearance betore the ) th century.”

Among the illustrations in Dr. Otto Fischer's hook (to which
refevence hag already been made ) is a veproduction of one of the
carliest known Buddhist buildings, Asoka’s stupe at Sanci in N. India
after its restorvation in the first centwry B.C., by which time it had
heen smrrounded by other st:rl'wtu.res:z"' Among the sarviving remaing
are the carved stone gates and balstrade below the mound and,
upon ity summit, the stone chamber for rvelics which, with the
mound, ig withont doubt the forerunner of the bell-shaped stwpa
of Ceylon — veplicas can be seen at Vat Mahadhatu, Sajjanalai (Svan-
kalok ).  There are hut few Dhuildings in the open which have
survived exposure to the elements as have thoge at Sanci: we ave
therefore tortunate that there still exist in India rock-temple caitya
excavated in rocky hill-sides which have survived intact and may he
assumed to represent the type of Buddhigt temple in vogue two
thousand years ago in India. TFischer wrote of thew : 25

23. V. Coedes, Histoire ancienne des tlats hindouisés pp 200-8.
24. Fiscber, op. cit. pp. 22, 85.
25. idem p. 23. )
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“The cailyn of Bhaja and Bedsa, both avound 175 B.C.;
thoge of Kondane and Ajanta (cave 10) of 2nd century ; thoge
of Nagik and Manmoda, 1st century are all of similar type, —
a series of plain octagonal pillars (without either hase or capi-
tal ) support the barrel-like vault and continue in a semicirele
behind the stwpa, leaning slightly inwards. At Karli, around
80 B,C., these pillars are superseded by octagonal columns .
with strongly bulging base, bell-shaped capital..... the abacus
projecting above them with huge sealptured elephants and their
riderg..... In all these Halls, the entrance fagade is much more
richly decorated than the interior from which it is sometimes..
separated by a vestibule... rich in structural as well as decora-
tive designs...... more particularly in the motif of the horseshoe
arch above the entrance and the enormous * sun-windows™
which are often placed in the upper windows as well, in rows,
in the upper stories.”” Fischer proceeds

“Beveral gtone buildings afford proof that the form of the
castya was frequently reproduced in free-standing temples —
in particular, a Durga temple at Aihole in the Deccan (6th
century ), surrounded with a pillared colonnade. Furthermore,
rectangular temples exisgt in which the statue of the deity stood
close to the baqk wall, ---'(ijfiten in a niche, — with the addition
of an open vestibule. As a rule they are heavy, rather un-
wieldy buildings, constructed out. of large blocks of hewn
stone, with flat or slightly gloping roofs and are but spargely
ornamented with reliefs..... Just as the vestibules prefigure a
later development, so also some of the temples at Aihole
already -carry small towers in stone above the sanctuary,
several stories high ... Evidence that such pyramid-like
towers, many tiers high, were already in existence at an
earlier date comes down to us from the Kusana period in the
form of the famous thirteen-towered wooden tower which Ka-
niska erected at Peshawar upon a five-tiered plinth ~ a tower
attaining a height of almost 195wm. . The, 01?iginzil Makcﬂodhi

(Buddhagaya ) must have been of a similar type when first




Rock Temple, Bhaja, India.



1880,

won 1

Bodhgaya before restorat






b e

e

o

et
il -
e L
- e

i

.
p

e
i
e

E

e

iy
e
AR

e
i

i
S

L

i

s
e
S .
g B
G

e i
e
Gy

G

e
ks

>;:¢t=,<»‘

| e

S
e
i

e

Bodhgaya after 1880.

Bty

S

i

.

L

o

i

g

S

o L
.
e

o

T

W

o
) y%}k%u

-

i
i

i
o

i

L
’r%";}’(éi?«}ég&w
e

e

L

o

-
i

o *:

S
e
o

L
X

m

;

i
.
e

S

S
d

e

i
.

e

M oWy

o
ﬁméi%
e

i

e

e &mz -
i

-

-
e
L
L
.

i

L

i
G
e

S
i
L
S
G e
ol

S

6

i
.

e,




THE SEVEN SPIRES 21

built, possibly in the 2nd century B.C. or at the beginning of
the Gupta peried, on the spot before the sacred Fig-tree where
the Buddha received enlightenment. Even at that early period
it appeared, we may suppose, much the same as after the
renovation in 1105 and 1298 — a steep pyramid of nine stories,
the proportions diminishing as it ascends; the walls decovated
in regular sequence with pilasters, cornices, blind-arches and
blind horseshoe-windows ; the crown, a gigantic finiale which
supports the slender spive of a stupa......in fact, the wooden
temple-towers transformed into stone.’”” 26
It is clear that this extract introduces the most essential
features of Vat Ced-yod — the pyramids, the sfupa, the sacred image
against the hack wall, the circular holes in the sides of the pyramid
and in the staivway vault.  The sun-windows, the horseshoe arch
(imitated in the radiating arch), if not also the vestibule indicated
by the platform on the terrace {6 m. deep from the parapet of the
fagade to the step of .60 m. up to the level of the vest of the terrace)
decorated with the two stupa ot Novth-East and South-Bast end.
All these features were already features of Buddhist architecture in
India before the fivst Indian colonists began to emigrate into the
various overseag tevritories of South-East Asia.
We must now examine the mahabodhi at Gaya in greater
detail gince it served the Bm‘mans,. who rvepaived it in 1103, as a
model for their own mahabodhi in Pagan (built in 1215, if not half
a century earlier) — a model which we shall see was reproduced at
Chiengmai later on in Vat Ced-yod. The account avhich follows is
extracted from Ch.3 of the Gazetieer of the Gaya District by
L.S.8. O'Malley, 1906, supplemented by the notes fumished in
April 1948 by Mr. K.R. Srinivasar, Superintendant of the Depart-
ment of Archeology, Patna. B

26, Fischer, op. cit. pp. 34, 35. Apparently by a slip, Fischer's text
includes the date of the latest removation, 1880, with those of
1105 and 1298. His note on p. 174 however expressly states that
the final renovation in 1880 introduced alterations which gave
the tower a completely different appearance and that the photo

on p. 174 was taken prior {0 that date.
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The mahabodhi of Buddhagaya congisted of a main tower,
180 £, high, in the form of a slender pyramid of nine stories — the
corner angles of each story decorated with an amalaka. The tower
gprings from a square platform, at the four corners of which are
similar, but smaller, towers — each tower surmounted by a bulbous,
fluted lower member which supports the finiale.

The porch on the east side is a late addition. As Hulen
Tsung degeribed the shrine in the seventh century, it was built of
Dluish brick with a facing of plaster: the walls were covered with
figures in relief.

The sacved Fig-tree, immediately west of the nmmlment,“is
known to have been cut down at least three times hefore 600 A.D.
when a new tree was planted and sarrounded by a wall 25 £t. high.
This is understood to mean that the original ground site for the tree
wag abandoned and that the new tree wag planted on a terrace, built
30 tt. above ground-level and enclosing the lower registevs of the
pyramid, supporting the four smaller towers at each corner.  This
is presumably ag Huien Tsung saw it in the seventh century and, in
fact, the tree blown down during a storm in 1876 wag growing on
the terrace ; but the terrace in his time was probably lower.

~ In 1861 traces were disedvered of a succession of platforms
underneath the high terrace. In 1880 General Cunningham, who
supervised the restoration, found two large remnants of an ancient
tree which he 1'%garded as remnants of the tree cut down in the
seventh century. The remnants were directly underneath the
present position of the sandstone slah, Vujrasane, which, it seems
evident, was raised to its present position when the tree was planted
on the terrace, circa 600.

In addition to the Vagjrasana, or Diamond Throne, which,
as the fivst name indicates, possessed strength to regist a thunder-
bolt, there is a circular blue stone with white wveing, the surface
scored with concentrie circles, believed to he Huien Tsung’s Blue-
stone, which he saw outside the Agsembly Hall.
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North of the monuwment the General also discovered 22 trun-
cated columns, some 3Lt high, each marked with a letter of Asoka’s
alphabet — remains of the Jewelled Cloister on the gpot where Buddha
walked for seven days after his Enlightenment (M ahasombodhs)
wider the sacred tree bodhi. i

The restoration in 1880 was carried out in accordance with
a small stone model of the temple ag it wag in mediaeval times. In
short, pre-600, there was a Fig-tree growing on the ground just
west of the pyramid: the terrace was built with the object of
protecting the tree from desecration. Thus, the so-called drainage
pit immediately west of the main pyramid at Ced-vod and at the
M qhabodhi in Pagan would appear to represent a pit for the sacred
fig-tree and constitutes yet another common feature between those
two shrines and the parent shrine at Gaya.

The Mon of South Burma and West Siam who were Bud-
dhists as early probably as the sixth century looked to Gaya for the
model of their temples and built pyramids until, with the spread
of Tslamn in India, Ceylon tended to become the centre for the dif-
fusion of Buddhist influence in south-east Asia and the bell-séw pu
of Kandy replaced the pyramid of Gaya as the arvchiteetural symbol
of the Faith.  This corrvesponded with the vise of the Hinayana
and eclipse of the Mahayana in that area. In Burma, fragments
of the Pali canon have been found®on the pre-Burmese site of Prome
and date from about the sixth century. 27 This shows that the
influence of Ceylon wags already active, even at that early date:
indeed, as early as the Sth century the Ceylonese, saint, Buddha-
ghosa, is reputed have died at Thaton. 28  Further east, in the
lower part of Siam (then known as Dvaravati), Buddhist sites have
been discovered at Phong Tiik and Phra Pathom which date from
the seventh century ; and Lvo ( modern Lophuri) at the same period
sent a Mon Princess, Camadevi, who carried Mon civilization and
Buddhism to Haripunjayva (modern Lawmpun) then inhabited by
their uncultured kingmen, the Lwa. The dynasty she established

27. V. Coedes, Histoire ancienne . <« .« . . . . 0P, cit. p. 77
28. Vi Coedbs, Documents «...c v.ooo oo o oo« » OP. cit. D, 18 seq.
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sn the North was still raling at the time when Lvo was overrun by
Suryavarman 1 in the middle of the 11th century and became a
wegatern bastion of the Cambodian empirve for the next three hun-
dred years.zg Haripunjaya however resisted attacks hoth from the
Khiner, and also from Anurcddha on the West, where he was husy
extending his newly won kingdom of Pagan. Having conquered
the Mon of Thaton and Pegu, Anuruddha invited them, as good
Buddhists, to help him eradicate heresy in Pagan, so as to unite
Burma in a singly Hinayanist community. The suecess of his
policy resulted in pilgrimages of Burmese monks to Ceylon who
hrought back with them a knowledge of both doctrine and archi-
tecture, as practised in Ceylon.

The full fruit of Anuruddha’s policy wag seen during the
reign of his successor, Kyanzitha (1086-1112 approx.) who completed
two temples founded by his father — the Ananda and the Shwezigon,
He wasg also responsible for effecting the fivst restoration by the
Burmese at Buddhagaya. 30  This Hinayanist renajssance is deg-
cribed by Fischer as follows :—

“From 1050 onwards, for more than two centuries, Pagan
wag a foeus of great activity, innumerable temples and monu-
ments to the Buddhist religion heing built.... For the most
part they -were tiered pyl.'amids on a square base, each,
whether temple or stupa, crowned with a lofty spire which
hore witness to the Faith and invoked a Blessing, The ori-
ginals would appear to have been sought out and the gtructural
plans to heve heen copied in every place within the orbit of
Buddhist culture. Dagobas from Ceylon side hy side with the
mahabodhi toswer from Baddhagava, set high upon an enor-
mous cubic Plinth.”

“The original in India was itself repaired by kings of
Burma twice within two centuries. One of the largest of thege
constructions and the most remarkable is the Ananda temple

29. V. Coedes, Documents . . . ... .....: op. cit. p. 18 seq.
30. V. Coedes, Histoire ... . .. ... .....op. cit. p. 200-203.

-
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(1082-90), built on much the same general lines as the tempies
in Cambodia, with the exception that, at the Ananda, no walls
of enclogure, no courtyards, no galleries exist, hut just a cube-
like block and, above, a succession of sloping roofs which
goar upwards towards the sikhara in the centre — its slender
stupa-spire serving to unite and draw up all the roofs towards
it.  Four great vaulted corridors with pointed arches project
gome ways beyond the main block and intergect crogswise at
its axis. Outside, the continuity of the horizontal roof-line ig
broken by high gable-spires; that of the roof-diagonals by
st pa-turrets mounted upon them.” 81

This spate of temple-building only died out completely when
the Mongols oceupied Pagan in 1287. It is thought however that
1215, the date agsigned for the mahabodhi by the late authority of
the Glags-Palace Chronicle, might well be ante-dated at least half-
a-century to a period when creative activity was greater. In any
cage, the idea of giving the ced? a s0lid cubic base, similar to the
terraced hase of the Gaya pyramid, undoubtedly came to Pagan
throngh the agency of the Burmang (who restored it in 1103) and
made its appearance there in the mahabodhi of Pagan during that
century : two centuries later it was hronght to Lampun, as will be
shown later. Similarly, the blind vault and vaulted corvidor, a
reflection of the early rock-temples, found its way to Pagan and
reappeared there at the mahabodht and That-hyin-nya, cte.

The mural frescoes, another feature of the Pagan temples,
[ 3
degerve consideration in connection with the ornamentation of the

exterior mural panels at Ced-yod. Fischer’s degeription ig as follow: 32

“In a number of temples at Pagan..... mural frescoes ave
‘ found dating from the 1l1th to the 13th century: they re-
present a style which perhaps was characteristic also of the
oldest Thibetan painting and probably had some connection
with the school of Nalanda,...... The backgrounds resemble a

31. Fischer, op. cit. p. 65.
32. Fischer, op, cit. p. 59,
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carpet woven with conventional patterns of trees and creeper-
tendrils, while the figures in the foreground seem to be
MOoving...... their supple and graceful bearing points to an Indian
origin.. The play of the tendrils on the backeround, inter-
lacing with the richly decorated figures, gives an air of caprice
to their movements. Details such as the pointed noses, the
carved lines of the lips, evelids and eyebrows..... depicted in 34
profile, serve to connect this style of painting, both with the
past — as we gsee them depicted in the ceiling frescoes of the
Kailasa temple at Elura (8th century)... and with the present...
as we gec them depicted in the stvle, still practised, of drawing
in Burma, Siam, Java and Bali.,”

Thus Pagan, antil its downfall in 1297, became a focus for
Hinayvanist Buddhism in Burma (inclunding western Dvaravati — an-
nexed by Burma). It will be recalled that when Burma occupied
wegtern Dvaravati (Pagu, Thaton ete.) and the Khmer at the same
time took eastern Dvaravati (Lvo), the northern Mon lands of Ha-
ripunjaya and Khelanga (Lampun and Lampang) retained their
independence until the end of the thirteenth century., We read
however of frequent clashes hetween the northern Mon and the
Khmer33 of Lvo whose unsuccessful attempts to capture Haripunjaya
were commemorated Dby the pyramid of Vat Kukut, evected by
Adityaraj, the successtul Mon c.ha‘mpimil, on the western outskirts
of Havipunjaya and restored by his successor, Sabbadhisiddhi in
1218. 34 Vat Kakut is the earliest Buddhist monument, so far as
we know, still gxtant in northern Siam. Claeys has pointed out
certain affinities in the decoration of Vat Kukat and the Prasada
of Polonnarua in Ceylon which he traces to the influence of the Mon
pilgrims who visited Ceylon. 35 The Mon influence at Pagan, active
in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, gave place to native Burmese
artistry which — as we have geen — was still in process of being
formed by external influences and, so far as we know, had no direct

33. V.CDV (256) seq. Coedes, Documents . . . . op. cit. p. 162.

34. V. CDV (256) seq. Coedeés, Documents . . . . op. cit. pp. 22, 192,
35. V. Claeys, op. cit. p. 435.
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contacts with the Mon of northern Sian, whose form of artistic ex-
pression remained the same slender hrick tower, whether pyramid
or octagon, of their ancestors, The graceful brick pyramid in a
corner of the temple enclosure at Vat Mabadhatu, Lampun, is said
to be a replica of one built in 1063 ag a shrine tor the famous relic
which gives its name to the temple.3 It wag enlarced hy King
Sabbadhisiddhi and, two centaries and more later (1447) was en-
closed within the existing siupa (one of the finest examples of the
bell-stupa in the country ) by King Tilok and the Thera, Medhan-
kara, during the great Buddhist renaissance in the North.  This
will be noted later in due course: suffice it to mentjion here that
the first monument so far as we know built by the Thai on the
Pagan pattern of a solid cubie base for the tower wag the Phrayiin
temple, also in Lampun, which the Thera Sumana constructed on
the Pagan plan, after residence in Burma. This was in 1369, some
two cenburies after the venaissance period in Pagan, the fruit of
which was kept back from contact with Siam until then by two
circumstances — the simultaneons destruction of the Pagan dynasty
by the Mongols and of the Haripunjaya Kingdom of the Mon by the
Thai abt the end of the thirteenth century. The disorganization
which accompanied these events in northern Siam and the religious
revival in Siam will be examined in Part IIT of this study, together
with the expansion of Northern Siam under a series of benevolent
Thai kings who left their people a tradition of Buddhist faith and
practice which hag suvvived to thig day in the care given to main-
taining some of the great sanctuaries they built. °

36. JKM 115 and Claeys, op. cit. p. 434.
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PART III

© The Thai Period in Northern Siam
XIV - XVI century

The Thai period opens in the district known as Y onaratha
on the Mekok river at a distance of some 250 kilometres north-east
of Lampun. The Thai from south Yunnan beyond Chiengrung were
continuing their southward expansion during the 13th century
when, in 1267, a grandson of the former chieftain of Chiengrung,
the 23 years-old Mengrai, founded a city near the junction of the
Melao with the Mekok, calling it Chiengrai after himself. A quar-
ter of a gentury later, the same man was destined to establish the
Thai kingdom of Lannathai with a new capital a few miles north of
Lampun from which he had expelled the last Mon king, Yiba. Meng-
rai began by extending his hold over the various northern prinei-
palities : in 1269 he captured Chiengkong on the Mekong at the
mouth of the river Meing which waters the rich Phayao plain: in
1273 he completed his hold over Yonaratha by founding a town in
the north-west corner at Fang, less than 200 km. due north of Lam-
pun: in 1274 he swung south-east and captured Nan. Having thus
consolidated his position he was able, twelve years later, to make a
pact on equal terms with Ngam Muang, Thai chiet of Phayao, and
with Ramkhamheng Thai king of Sukhodaya, He thereby covered
himself against the possibility of attact from either north or south
while engaged in removing all trace of the old Mon kingdom. With
this in view, hé first prepared the ground by means of the fifth-
column activities of his agent, Fu, in the Mon capital: in 1292 he
attacked with his army, fired the city and expelled King Yiba who
fled south, leaving nothing to survive him but his name which is
still associated with the hill from which he looked hack, as he fled,
to see his city in flames ( Doi Ba). 37 A few years earlier Mengrai
appears to have approached within a few miles of the Mon strong-
hold when he occupied the Nonghoi-Saraphi area and founded the

37. v. JKM 118-119.
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ahorltive eity of Kumkam 88 whicl,, however, was not to bhecome
the new Thai capital any more than was Lampuan; this, ag its name
Chiengmai fmplies, was a new city. Chicngmai was founded in
1296, o short distance east of Uechupabbata the so-called  Sugar-
cane " mountain now known as Suthep after the hermit Vasndeva
who founded the Mon capital six centuries hefore the new Thai city
came into existence, 3% In 1301, the Thai city of Lampang was
built on both hanks of the Mewang river replacing the Mon town
Khelanga on the west bank. 40 In 1303, Kumkim was ‘given the
title of “city” (nakhon) together with a cedi with contained 60 gilded
statues — probably the cmbryo of the recently rvenovated pyramid
Cedi-siliam. 41 Mengrai is said to have both built and lived in Vat
Chicngman : the present cedi is a stupa the base of which is sur-
rounded by a row (on each face) of life-size elephants — head and
fore-legs — in high relief, resembling the chang-lom models of the
same period, extant at Sukhodhaya ; this stupa is of uncertain date,
but it is probably of the fourtcenth century, the stupa of Ceylon
then taking the place held in Mon times by the pyramid. In 1325,
a city was Duilt at the confluence of the river Mekok with the Me-
kong; the foundation of Chiengsen followed in 1327 and in 1331 of
Vat Phra-luang (Klang vieng) in the centre of the city. In Chieng-
mai, Vat Phra Singh was founded.in the middle of the century and
Vat Suan-dok in the third quarter. The first half of the century
was oceupied with the family feuds which threatened to wreck the
dynasty after Mengrai’s death in 1311, His succes®or only reigned
for a few months and then returned to Chiengrai, his former home.
His son, (Mengrai’s grandson) Senapu, was thus left to face the

rivalry of an uncle, two cousins and a younger brother who in turn

38. v. JKM 120 also Coedés, op. cit. Documents p. 90 and p. 106

‘ note (5).
39. JKM 104 and Coedés, op. cit. Documents p. 73 , (4)
40. }I{M 119 Y3 2 3? P- 90 4] (3)'

41. JKM 120 ,, ” » o p. 90 , {B)
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nsneped hig theone for short periods during his rejw of 23 vears, 42
His son's reign of two vears ended with hix death in 13385 when the
fitth member of the dynasty, Phayu (1336-1353), hegan the first of o
series of heneficent reigns which firmly consolidated the fortunes of
Mengrai's tamily as vulers of Lonnathai, giving Chiengimmai w wall

and o moat.

Another eircumstance, unconneeted with the disorganisation
of the country after Mengrai®s death, which may possibly have re-
tarded religions developnent was the uneeriainty felt by the monks
concerning the validity of their ordinations in the absence of any
direct or indirect authority from Ceyvlon,  King Kiina (1335-1385)
was aware of the importance of this question wnd saw the way to
solving it Dy the sume method as had been adopted by Dhamanaraj,
King of Sukhoday:. Dhammaraj, on learning that @ Burmese
monl, Udumbara had heen to Ceylon and had actually landed at
Martaban on the retwen jowrney, applicd to Udumbara {or the ser-
vices of a monk ordained dircetly by him with the authority Udun-
Dara had ohtained in Ceylon,  The latter complicd by orlaining
and sending to Sukhodaya the Thai wmonk Sumana who happencd
to he studying at the time in Burma, King Kitna thevefore applied
to Udumbara also; but the monk, Ananda, whom Udmnhara send
to Chiegmai, proved ancertain of bis gualifications and suggested
that Kitina apply to Dhammaraj for Swmana himself to come up
porth. 43 The application was successful and Sumana left Sukho-
daya for the north in 1369 and toolk up vesidence in Teuanpun,
bringing with Eim a4 relic which he had foaud buried in the soil
Sumana not only set all minds to rest regarding the validity of his

42. JKM 121-2 and Coedes, op. cit. Documents p. 94 note (5).
The Chronology is that of JKM which differs frequently from P.Y.
(e.g. Mengrai’s death 1317 instead of 1811) P.Y. reckons each
usurpation by his kinsmen as a separate reign.

43. JKM 123 & 125, also P.Y. p. 191 quoted by Coedes, Documents

P. 95 note (6) which gives 1381 as the date of Udumbara’s arrival
in Ceylon.
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Orderg, but earned the regpect of posterity as the temple-builder
who gave Vat Fhra Yiin to Lampun and introduced a new teature

into the temple avchitecture of the North.

VAT PHRA YUN

The new principle embodied in the cedi is none other than
the high, magssive block we have already seen at Vat Ced-yod where
it carries both pyramids and bell-stupa on the terrace: here the
terrace is occupied by a single stupe, small in proportion to the cy-
clopean plinth on which it is get. Each face of this enormous block
of laterite and brick is provided with a steep flight of stepg up to a
giant fignrve of the standing Buddha in a bHlind vaunlt. The whole
monument is in excellent condition at the present time. In the
courtyard is an inseription engraved on a stele of red sandstone
0Om. 95 high x Om. 55 wide which hegins with a eunlogy of King
Kiina in Pali then in Thai describes how Sumana came to reside at
Lampun, the great welcome accorded to him and then his collabora-
tion with the king in building the monument to enclogse his relie
(to which miraculous powers are attributed). Characteristically, no
mention is made of the design ; the whole interest centres upon the
four figures of the standing Buddha which were evidently suggested
by some model Sumana had seen edsewhere, to judge from the only
important corruption in the text, which reads:—

“Soon after his arrival the Mahathera pondered over........,...
v with the image of Buddba standing upright on the last
wall...... which eraftsmen in former days had constructed......”

These words undoubtedly refer to some monument seen by
Sumana during his visit to Pagan for study prior to his ordination
by Udumbara. The inscription does however refer to the laterite

used in the construction :- 44

44. v. Coedés, Documents . . . op. cit. pp. 197-201 for the inscription
and translation.
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“ Mhe Mahathera gave notice to the laity of both sexes, well-
to-do- people and to all the well-informed, that they were to
search tor laterite and fashion it.”

Later, we shall find the same laterite at Vat Cedi-luang and,
in still greater quantities, at Vat Ced-yod; we shall also find the same
heavy rectangular base, the same radiating arches and blind vaults
and — in the cage of Vat Ced-vod — vaulted corridors which penetrate
deep into the heart of the structure. The fact that these features
are found in the three temples mentioned, — all built within little
more than a century after Sumana’s arrival, — points to a common
gource of inspiration which, it is suggested, may have come from
the memories and, possibly from the plans, which Sumana may
have brought back with him from Pagan. The That-byin-nyo 45
and the Mahabodhi temples at Pagan are particularly indicated.

The records leave ug in no doubt that the sacred object
which a shrine wag built to contain provided the builders with more
interest than the form which the shrine wag to take: and second
to this came the decoration of the stupae with gold-leaf ; hut details
of the structural design are seldom mentioned. We see it again in
Phya Prajdkit’s brief mention of the temple on Suthep being built
in 1386 to houge the duplicate of Swmana’s relic which was pre-
gerved on the mountain ten years after Sumana had transferrved the
original to Vat Suan-dok (7e P'upphc'wama) when he moved his
quarters there from Lampun; Ratanepasifie tells us nothing about
the shrine on the mountain and merely notes that the Pupphirdima
wag built on the site of a royal garden donated by King Kiina.
Similarly, he tells us nothing about the crypt built at Vat Phra
Singh for the reception of the treasured ““Ceylon Buddha? ( Phra
Sihing ) during the reign of the seventh member of Mengrai’s line,
Sen Muang Ma (1383-1401), but devotes six whole pages to the pere-
grinations of the sacred image and to the jealousies it occasioned
among the princes of Siam, nearly leading to war between North .
and South as well as between Chiengmai and Chiengrai. 46

45. v. Journal Burma Research Socy. 1918. plates 6 & .9.
46. JKM 127-132.

o
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VAT CEDI-LUANG@

The last recorded work of King Sen Muang Ma was to be-
gin bunilding a voval pavilion (it jakicta) in the centre of the city
in 1401, the year in which he died. The widow was left with the
unfinished work on her hands. Her son, Sam Fang-ken (1401-
1441), was only 12 vears old when his father died and another ten
vears had to elapse before his corvonation : although a good warrior,
he was a heretic buddhist,  These facts may help to account for
the fact that the r&jekitta was not completed until 1438. 47 Fuy-
thermore, the building cannot have given complete satisfaction
since, in 1478, King Tilok (1441-1487) enlarged it from 54 to 701,
wide on each face and added 8m. to the height which finally at-
tained 90m. by the addition of a single graceful stupa and was
reckoned the finest monument in Chiengmai.  The original raja-
kite owed its origin to the tale of some werchants returning from
Burma: they said that the shade of King Kiina had appeared to
them one night in camp with a request for Sam Fang-ken to raise
a tower in the heart of Chiengmai which would be visible at a
distance of 4km. from the city, and so open to him the gates of
paradise which were cloged to him by reagon of the many lives he
had taken when hunting, 48

Whatever form the »ajakitta had at its inception, the final
appearance of the finighed builc’lin;;‘, in 1438, H4m. wide on each
face and 82 m. high, shows that an effort had been made to comply
with the alleged message of Kiina’s shade and enlargement forty
years later cannot have altered the main designe which as the
rnin reveals, is a massive rectangular block (considerably higher
than it is wide ) with steep stairways up the sides of the lofty
plinth (laterite and brick) to a narrow terrace which contours the
building at the base of the great blind-vault with radiating arch
which forms the sole decovation of each of the two still intact faces
(N. and BE.), each vault containing a giant Buddha. The graceful

47. JKM 184 and Coedes, Documents p. 103 note (6).

48, PY. p. 206 JKM 134 and JKM 143, and Coedes, Documents p. 104
note (1). : ‘
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In the year of the pig, C.S. 817 (1455) he founded a Monas-
tery for the Mahathera Uttamapanina north-west of Nabbisi-
rajadh@ni ( Chiengmai ) on the bank of the Rohininadi stream
( Huey Chankien ) in a pleasant position upon high ground. 56

The same year he planted a fig-tree raised from a layering

which the pilgrims had previously taken in Ceylon off the

gouthern branch (of the sacred Fig-tree) and (brought back
and ) planted at the foot of Mt. Devapabbata (Suthep). 37

The planting of the tree earned for the monastery the name
of Mahdbodharama. Having planted the tree, the King had
everything arranged around it as (though) around the Fig-
tree under which Mara was overcome: the slab (Diamond-
throne) and the seven sites visited by Buddha after his En-
lightenment) were all included,

In the year 0.8, 838, year of the monkey (1476) the King
had a great sanctuary (mahavihara) constructed in this
monastery,”

Phya Prajakit merely states in his sixth chapter that:—

“In the year of the pig, C.S. 817, the cxpedition against
Luang Phrabang being unsuccessful, the army returned to
Chiengmai and orders wete given for planting a fig-tree of
Ceylon and for building a cathedral (maha-aram) with
boundary posts duly consecrated, under the name of Vat
Bodharem: Mahaviharn.” 58

The temple chronicle follows Ratanapaniia quite closely, save

its omigsion of the last sentence. The emphasis it gives to non-
existence of the temple at the time when the fig-tree was planted
reads somewhat ag an aﬁtemp’q by Ratanapantia’s successor to clear

56.
57.

58.

ref. JKM 136 for Uttamapatna.

¥ - I
O Ma_lley, op. cit. refers to a bas-relief over the E. gate at Sanchi
showing the original transportation of a shoot from the tree at

Gaya to Ceylon many ceturies before the Ceylon shoot was taken
to Siam. ‘ :

P.Y. ch, 19.
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up the ambiguity in his text: as such, it appears to be worthy of
respect, since it voices local opinion acquainted with the shrine. An
important fact is the presence of Uttamapanna on the sgite, at the
time when building began. He wag the younger of the two Thera
whom Medhankara succeeded in persuading to leave Ceylon in 1424
and accompany the the pilgrims to Siam. If he personally had no
first-hand knowledge of Pagan, there were six Burmese monks
with the party and the possibility cannot be dismissed that he
received a plan of the mahabodhi at Pagan from them. In 1455
he must have been over 60 years of age when the work was begun.

Ag the temple is some distance from the city, it is probable
that the old monk on the spot had control of the building operation;
in which case the delay of 21 years between the planting of the
tree in 1455 and construction of the main shrine in 1476 may have
been due in some way or other to his age. If the wiharn which the
Temple Chronicle tells us was ordered to be built in 1455 to the
south of the fig-tree was ever crected, it wag probably no more
solid than the existing viharn, now under renovation, and ready
after 63 vears to make way for the new one erected in 1518; 59 in
alignment with the ceds.

Although all our anthorities arve silent concerning the design
of Vat Ced-yod and its decorations the origin can be traced with
gome degree of confidence to models in Pagan, made available to
the builders in Chiengmai through the contacts established as a
result of the pilgrimage of monks from both Siam and Burma to
Ceylon, the models being reproduced in Lampun *and Chjengmai
thanks to the popularity of the pilgrims and Sihalabhikkhu with
both king and people. The artisans who built Vat Ced-yod appear
to have been less careful in laying the bricks than was Sumana who
had actually been in Pagan himsgelf before attempting to build Vat
Phrayilin in the fourteenth century. Furthermore, they would
seem to have been ignorvant of the principles governing the usge of
the radiating arch. All was well so long as they were content to

89. TVCY. 10 (e).
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raprodice the general features of the nudieehorthi s but they cume to
arief when they made additions and modifications of theiv owin — e,
the smaller vaulted corridors on the west frount and o the teerace
where they also omitled two of the four sfvpe —which indicates
that over-confidence tended to spoil some of the work wundertaken
during the last century of Chiengmai’s golden age before the Bur-
mese occupation in 1578,

Given the inclination of the original designers in Pagan to
reproduce the salient features of the earliest Buddhist art, it is
possible to trace a connection hetween the vaalted corridors, radia-
ting arches and blind vaults with the rock chambers, horseshoge
arches, sun-windows at Bhaja and Ajanta: the pyramids with the
towerg above the sanctuary at Aihole which evolved into the pyra-
mid of Gaya and were imitated by the Mon of Dvaravati and then
by the Burmans at the Mahabodhi; the laterite bhlocks —to imitate
the ““blucish-grey bricks” which Huien Tsung saw at Gaya.

It should be added that Chiengrai also possesses o Vb Ced-
170 — 8 ghort digtance outside the city, west of Tampuang voad. The
cedi reproduces the Chiengmai shrine on a smaller geale and in a
modified form, omitting the two smaller vaulted corridors which
have proved unsatisfactory in Chiengmai, algo one of the stairways.
The gingle stairway to the ter ace takey off at the gouth-west end of
the vaulted corridor, (instead of farther cagt — ag in Chiengmai) and,
in proportion to its gize, is wider and better Hghted than that in the
main corridor at Chiengmai. The terrace is dilferently arranged —
the main towerdeing fanked on the north and south sgideg by three
equidistant urn-like bages supporting a small, clongated hell-str i,
gomewhat gimilarly mounted and crowned with the familiar five
tapering rings; but in place of the cone, an elongated finiale in
plaster carrying a hti of five tapering filigree crowns (gilded). The
whole monument hag been recently plastered, so that no trace
remainsg vigible of the material, below the plaster, of which the
structure is composed — brick is therefore presumed. The figure in
the vault at the west end of the corridor is a recumbent Buddha: a
standing Buddha occupies the centre of each wall of the ceds in



et

Wat Ced Yod, Chiengras,
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place of the panels and bag-reliefs at Chiengmai. The pit at the
west end of the terrace is common to both shrines, but at Chieng-
mai it is vectangular ingtead of square.  No temnan containing the
chroniele could be traced either at the Temple itself or at the Go-
vernor’s office : the list of documents relating to northern history
and enumerated by Coedés as part of the collection in the National
Library 60 contains no chronicle of either temple.

No stady of Buddhist architectare in Chiengmai would be
complete without some reference to the great number of religious
foundations — many possessing great charm and dignity — which
invite comparison with the number of similar establishments at
Rome — proportionate to the relative size and importance of the two
citien. In a Buddhist country, it is true, the incentive of ‘merit’
to be derived from such works of benefaction may be more potent
than in Christian countries : without however the material support
vendered by kings such as Kiina, Tilok and his great grandson,
Muang Keo, to dynamic ecclesinstics such ag Sumana and Medhan-
kara (possibly also Uttamapaniia) who organized the merit-makers,
the meritorious achievement must have fallen far short of the rich
harvest which has survived to this day in shrines such. ag Vat Phra-
yiin, Cedi-luang and Ced-yod. Chiengmai in the 15th and 16th
centuries was fortunate in being the home of three rveligious frater-
nities of which one, the Ceylon fraternity (‘Sihalabhikkhu’) inherited
a tradition of rveligious activity fvom the Ceylon pilgrimages. It
may be of interest to vecall the suecessful and no less dynamic
appeal addresged in our own day by the late Phra Srivichai to all
clagses in the north: the mevitorious action he propoged to them
was to dig a motor-road up the east face of Mt, Sutfep in order to
tacilitate pilgrimages to the relics in the mountain sanctuary. The
response to his summons was surprisingly unanimous, but the work
would have lacked permanence, but for the wisdom ot the Govern-
ment then in power who undertook to survey and, ultimately to
metal and maintain the road. May Lannathai never lack ingpired
teachers to stimulate the interest of the people in meritorions action
for the common good and may the rulers never fail to co-operate in
the true tradition of King Kiina, King Tilok and King Muang Keo.

60. Coedes. op. cit. Documents ... ..Dp.p. 172 -174,
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PART 1V
Analysis of Tamnan Vat Ced-yod and JKM.

“THE CHRONICLE OF VAT MAHABODHARAM
NOW GENERALLY KNOWN AS VAT CED-YOD”

Eulogy of the toander, King Tilok (Tilokaraj), a noted war-
rior and statesman, known officially as H.M. Siridhamma-¢akka-
vat-tilokaraj, who reigned at Chiengmai as ninth sovereign of the
Mengrai dynasty. 61  During his reign the Chiengmai pilgrims
who, since their rveturn from Ceylon under Medhankara woere
staying at Vat Phrayiin in Lampun, were invited by the king to
Chiengmai. The king, as their patron, had converted a palace for
their use in Chiengmai, pending the completion of Vat Patal Noi
and Vat Padeng Luang. 62 The palace was named Vat Rajamon-
dien. They ordained many monks in accordance with the Ceylon
rite,

JKM 138, Gives a similar eulogy of King Tilok under

whose patronage 500 novices were ordained by the three Maha-
thera on the banks of the Mephing river,

JKM 135-7.  Recounts she pilgrimage to Ceylon under the
three Thera, 25 monks left Chiengmai in 1423 and were
accompanied to Ceylon by 8 Cambodian monks: six Burmese
monks joined the party. All rveceived ordination by the Cey-
lon clergy'in 1424 on a raft in the Kalyani river. The original
party did not reach home in Chiengmai until 1430 after de-
voting five years to ordinationsg in the gouth.

61. V. Coedes. op. cit. Documents . . . . . note 5 p. 107.
Tilok, b. 1409 forced his father to abdicate in 1441 with the con-
sent of the clergy.

62. V. Coedés. p. 106, note (1) suggests that Vanaratana, the name
of the chief Ceylonese monk may have been corrupted into Rata-

navena and Rattavana by Pllgl‘lms who gave his mame to their
temples in Siam.
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The pilgrims were in Lampun in 1432, but no mention is
made of their stay in Vat Phrayiin.

JKM 138. TFoundation of Vat Padeng Noi (Rattavana —
red, not Ratanavana = gem-forest). 63

2. All thege monks vied in zeal to build up the new cedi over
the old one (containing the Great Relic) which was encloged out of
sight within it. The King then built a pavilion for anointment
northwards of the great Religuary.84 He invited his teachers
Medhankara to Vat Padeng, whom he created a mahaswami and
lengthened his name to Atula-saktyfdhikarana as a mark of respect,
at the celebrations in honour of the Great Relie.

JKM 140. Locates the Pavilion for anointment on the
north side of Vat-luang and dates its construction immedijately
after completion of the great sfupa, the foundations of which
were dug around the ancient ceds — ( thus enclosing it in the
stupa)

3. His Most Excellent Majesty, Tilok, had the pious desire
bhoth to confirm and propagate the Faith and also to do honour to
his parents. His Majesty accordingly appointed the Queen—mother
to be Regent and proceeded to take the vows and tonsure of a monk
in the presence of a throng of senjor clerics. Phra Maha N~é,na-
mangala ordained the king (was *his upajjhaya) and Phra Maba
Atula-saktyadhikarana, the Mahathera, sponsored him (was his
kammavacacarya). The period of His Majesty’s retreat is uncer-
tain prior to resumption of the kingly functions. =

JKM 141. The account of the king’s monastic service

{(undoubtedly at Vat Padeng, the seat of his sponsor and masg-
ter) is identical in both sources, but TVCY lacks precision in

63. V. Coedés, p. 106. Note (1) suggest that vanaratana, the name of
the chief Ceylonese monk may have been corrupted into Ratana-
vane and Rattavanae by pilgrims who gave his name to their tem-
ples in Siam.

64. V. Coedés, p. 108, note (2) “For JKM, the great relic always signi.
fies ““Vat-luang Lampun”. The same practice in TVCY may indi-
cate connection with JKM.
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the chronology given by JKM — 1445, the death of the king’s
exiled father; 1449, expedition against Nan; followed by
death of the Queen-mother.

In 1451 King Tilok constructed an uposoth (bot) in honour

of his father and mother at Vat Padeng where both had been cre-

mated. The site occupied 40 sq. metres of land and the space around
it was enclosed with spears. Before fixing the boundary posts, the
king filled the space with soldiers; he then pronounced the formula

in Pali, which was intoned by the Mahathera Atula-saktyadhikarana

in person. The king then gave a great féte which lasted seven days
and nights.

JEKM 142. Describes the consecration in similar terms,
adding that during the year 1452 many sons of good family
received ordination within the limits fixed by King Tilok, —
the first to be ordained being the Thera, Mahanirada.

This was followed in 1453 by similar ordinations beginning
with the Mahathera, Abhayasdrada: in these cases however the
sponsor was Atula-Saktyadhikarana and the master, Maha
Meghiya. Since that time until today (1516) the Sect of Cey-
lon Buddhists have conferred ordination on all who desired it,

no matter from what city they came,.
v

“Thereafter, all the mmwrks who had been to Ceylon un-
ceasingly practised ordinations in the Chiengmai district in
accordance with the Buddhist religion. They extolled the
merits of avhosoever plants a Bodhi tree (Ficus religiosa),
Hearing their digcourse, the king helieved in it and expressed a
desire to plant such a tree himself. The king’s officers were
despatched to look for .a suitable plabe and they discovered the
site where the Mahabodharam now stands. The ground was
accordingly levelled and a monastery founded there ’fOr the
Mahathera Uttamapaliria in park-land on a knoll overlooking
Rohini stream, north-north-west of the city  Nabisi-rajadhani,
that is to say, Chiengmai.  Then, in the year of the Pig, CS.
817, King Tilok took a shoot of a Bodhi tree grown by monks

~
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at atemple near Mount Devaparvata, that is to say Monnt Su-
thep, from seed collected from the right-hand branch of the
Mahabodhi free in Ceylon: this the king planted in the (grounds
of the) monastery he had built there. Hence the name Maha-
bodharam,  In order to reconstruct the scene where the Lord
atiained enlightenment for the first time, the king gave orders
to commemorate the seven sites, as in the Middle Land (India)
where the Lord overcame Phya Vasavadi-mara, namely the
Bodhi pallang, o slab finely decorated under the Bodhi tree
with an image ot the Buddha in sitting posture : the Animisa-
cedi ( Buddha's stance ), north east of the Bodhipallang and at
no great distance from it the Rulanacongkrom ( Buddha's
cloister); north, the Ratanckhlong, reun keo (the jewelled
treasury); north west, the ajopilanigrodha (the goat-herd’s
Lt under the Bengal ficus); east, the mucolind (the tank near
the Cik shrub - Barringtonia): south-east, the rajayatane (the
Mimosops tree).  On the south, a vihiern wag later huilt ; there
wus also o gate and wall.  When all was completed the King
cansed a great celebration to be held at the tenple.

JEKM 148, Omits the names of the seven sites, also the
niharn on the south side, together with the gate wall.

JKM 143. Adds that a great sancbnary was built in this

monastery in 1476, of which there is no mention in the Tam-
nan, '

There is a strange gap of 21 years in JKM aud of 22 years
in TVCY which suggests the loss of a page in the original m.
4,8,

In the year 1477 King Tilok summonded a council for the

revision of the seriptures (Sangayani) by a group of over 100
monks (Sangha ) at Vat Bodhdradm in Nabisi (Chiengmai). As
Patron of religion, King Tilok built a mondop for the Council in
Vat Bodhfram in order to spare the monks any inconvenience.
Phra Dhammadinna, Abbot of Vat Patal-noi, was at the head and
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the council lasted a year. King Tilok built a Library (Ho Mondien)
to contain the Three Baskets of the Scriptures., This was the eighth
Council of Revision and there were great celebrations in honour of
the Scripture and Library.

King Tilok died at the age of 71.

JKM 151. Gives the correct date of Tilok’s death at the
age of 78 in the year 1487, PY ., p. 255 agrees with that date
and gives the full list of his military campaigns against
Ayudhya, Nan, Phrae and Luang Phrabang.

JEM 143-4. Omits reference to the Council for revision of
the Scriptures which PY, p. 243 confirms was held 1475-77
under the presidency of Phra Dhammadinna of Vat Patal;
JKM 168 refers back to the Council of 1477 when relating
repairs effected by King Muang Keo to the Library built by
Tilok at the time of the Council forty years earlier.

1. Phra Yod Chiengrai, Tilok's grandson known during his
reign ag King Sirisaddhamma, succeded as 10th in Mengrai’s dynas-
ty. With his army he carried the casket containing King Tilok’s
remaing to Vat Maha Bodharam and cremated them there. After the
cremation, he erected a stupa to contain the aghes and thereafter
invited the whole population uneeasingly to do honour to them.

JKM 151. Confirms, giving 1487 as date of Phra Yod
Chiengrai's accession, algo 1495 ag date of hig abdication after
a reign of eight years. His death eleven years later at the age
of 50 is also given by JKM — 1506.

King Yod Chiengrai founded Vat Ramphiing ( Tapodaram )
in 1492,

8. After reigning eight years the king retived in favour of his
son, Phra Muang Keo, 11th in Mengrai's dynasty.

In the year 1510 King Muang Keo gave a plot of land
120m. x 80m. in exchange for ground in Vat Maha Bodharam
- measuring 60 m. X 36.25 m. understood to be the site of King Tilok’s
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cremation ground upon which he built an wposoth measuring
38.75 m. x 16.25 m. Before setting up the boundary-stones, the king
and queen-mother had a golden image (patimakor)85 of the seated
Buddha cast in the attitude samadhi and of the same standing
height ag the king: the image was placed in the uposoth.

JKM 154. Dates the image 1510, but adds that it con-
tained pure gold to the weight of the king and wag composed
of solid gold plates welded together, but not of sgolid gold
throughout. JKM dates the construction of the uposoth in the
following year and gives different measurements for the site
while confirming those of the land given in exchange. PY, 262
follows the order of dates in the tamnan.

9. King Muang Keo invited twenty-two monks learned in the
seriptures to meet at Vat Maha Bodharam for the ceremony of set-
ting up the boundary-stones of the wuposoth — 11 from Chiengmai,
1 from Lampun, 1 from Chiengrai, 3 from Chiengsen, 2 from Pa-
ya0, 2 from Lampang, 1 from Nan, 1 from Svangkhaburi. Phra
Abhayagdrada, head of the sect, aged 57, presided with Phra Sad-
dhammaganthira, aged 47, Abbot of Vat Maha Bodharam. After the
ceremony King Muang Keo presented the monks with valuable gifts
and invited them to ordain many hundreds of youths as monks
within the boundary Stones.

JKM 155.6. Adds the name of Nanasiddhi to the 11
Chiengmai monks named in the Tamnan, giving a total of 23
in all, JKM adds that the ordinations took place up to the
full moon and that later the King performed all the ceremonies
of the rainy season in order to add to the merit already
acquired by his father and great-grand-father.

10. In the year 1515 King Muang Keo invited monks of the
three sects in Chiengmai under the leadership of the Abbot of Vab
Maha Bodharam to accompany him to Chiengsen where he founded
a mahaceds and viharn in the centre of the town. — the cedd was
30 m. at the base and 50 m. high. King Muang Keo then had boats

65. The patimakor was removed to Lampun 1527. v.-par. 12
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made at the Altar-island and invited 108 monks from outside the
city together with those who accompanied him from Chiengmai
under the Abbot of Vat Maha Bodharam to ordain novices on the
island sand-bar — 223 were ordained within those watery limits;
then the monks of Chiengsen met and ordained 370 ; thereafter the
monks of Suan Dok ordained a further 460 — in all 1011 ordinations.
The king and queen-mother expended much in gifts — 100,000
tamlung in silver alone — at Chiengsen, and much also at Chiengrai.
The king invited many ordinations to be performed by the monks
assembled on Sunday the 14th day of the waxing sixth moon upon
his return.

JKM 157-9. Specifies 23 monks of the Ceylon sect from
Chiengmai, a number inecreased to 108 by additions from other
places, who conferred 235 ordinations at Altar-island; the
Nagaravasi sect conferred 370 ; the Pupphavasi of Suan Dok
1011. The presents consisted of 100,000 in gold together with
countless silk robes. JKM 158. confirms the dimensions of
the cedi at Chiengsen, 66

10 (b). King Muang Keo observed one day that Vat Padeng was
dilapidated owing to the absence of a chief to give directions. The
King felt it would tend to enhance his own religious reputation if
the Chief Abbot of Vat Maha Bodharam, Phra Saddhammasan-
thira, were to be invited by him to be Principal in Vat Padeng to
restore it and attract monks to come there to learn the Pali teachings
which came from Ceylon. He accordingly had the mondop in the

outskirts of Vat Padeng repaired and invited the chapter to ordain
255 youths as monks.

JKM 164.5. Confirms and describes the nature of the
repairs which consisted in removing King Tilok’s Pavilion from

" Vat Chai Siriphum to Vat Padeng as residence for the Bodha-
rdm abbot. '

66. Coedes, op. cit. p. 93 notes (7) (8), p. 122 note (1).

Vat Phra Luang Klang Vieng., founded by Mengrai’s grandson,
Senapu, in 1331, four years after he had founded the city.
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JKM 166 concludes by adding that since the year 1511
ordinations had been held solely within the limits of the new
uposoth at Vat Maha Bodharam; but in 1517, King Muang
Keo renewed the gilding, tiles and nagas in Vat Padeng with
a view to hastening the installation there of the Abhot of Bo-
dharam and to revert to the use of Vat Padeng for ordinations
instituted by King Tilok in 1452 on the site where Tilok cre-
mated his parents. This took place in 1517 when 255 novices
were Qrdained at Vat Padeng with the Abbot of Vat Maha Bo-
dharam presiding. A brick wall round the city was begun.

10 (¢). Another day, King Muang Keo observed on a visit to Vat
Maha Bodharam that repairs were needed at the Library for the
Scriptures which his great-grandfather had erected there, at the
council for revision of the Scriptures. The King then took his great
grand-father’'s golden jafe crown for a goldsmith to convert into
gold leaf for plastering on to the Library-tower. The Abbotof Vat
Maha Bodharam, Phra Saddhammasanthira, presided over a chapter
of 40 learned monks who preached the Scriptures in honour of the
Library ; the king, during the great féte which lasted a montqh,
incited the populace to do honour to the siupa bis father had set up
ag a shrine for King Tilok’s ashes.

Phra Abhayasdrada died in $he year of the rat; his crema-
tion wag celebrated in the year of the ox. 67
JKM 168. States that the ancient Nagarakuta of Tilok, of
his father and of himself was converted into aQLibrary.
JKM 169. Confirms the death of Abhayasirada and his
cremation between the years 1515 and 1517 and adds:

“And why? The reason being that it was I who made the
great féte with the permission of the chief abbot of Vat Maha

67. Coedes, op. cit., p. 129, note (2) and p. 180, note (1), .
explains the apparent inconsequence of introducing the reference
to Abhayasarada’s date and cremation by suggesting that the féte,
like the disposal of the ¢rown, was a device for raising money for
restoring the ruined Library.

LY
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Bodharam, whose new pavilion at Vat Padeng was not finished
and in consequence I had spent these two years (1515-17) in
composing the work of this nature entitled Jinakalamalini™

10 (d). The king then invested the mahathera, Phra Saddhamma-
santhira, with the office of Chief Chaplain and invited senior maha-
thera from Haripunjaya (Lampun), Xheldnga (Lampang), Chiengrai,
Svangkhaburi to a meeting in Vat Padeng together with 120 monks
to recite the Dhammacakkappavatana, Mangalaparitta and Maha-
gamayasutta during three days. He invited the Chief Chaplain with
80 monks to a feast in the palace and, in the afternoon, to ride in
procession in a decorated howdah while the 80 monks went into the
mondop in procession with processional objects of great value. The
king also had the Chief Chaplain's names engraved on a golden
plate and read out aloud...........

JKM 169-170. Oonﬁrms with sundry additions in the year
1518,

10 (¢). In the same year the king built the principal Vihare and
added it to the Phra-ceds at Vat Bodharam — 1518.

JKM 174. Makes no mention of Vat Maha Bodharam,
but states that work was begun this year on great viharn at
both Vat Phra Singh and Vat Cedi Luang.

10 (£). King Muang Keo had the Sandal-wood Buddha brought from
Phayao and placed it in Vat Chai Siribhum ; but on the arrival of
an envoy from”Sri Ayuthia, it was removed to Vat Suan Dok as
Vat Chai Siribhum was ander repair. The envoy from the South
paid obeisance to the sandal-wood image at Vat Suan Dok and it
remained there some years.

JKM 181. Confirms that the statue came from Phayao,
but says that it had been brought from there once before in

Tilok’s reign and taken back. J KM omits mention of Vat Chai
Siribhum.



THE SEVEN SPIRES 49

11 (a). In the years 1522 King Muang Keo had the patimakor image
of Buddha from Cambodia placed in a fine golden pavilion in Vat
Maha Bodharam and had the Cariyapitaka recited by 36 thera
versed in the scriptures and presided over by the Chief Chaplain.
The King attended in person from the 8th day of the waxing moon
to the full moon.

JKM 183. Confirms and slightly amplifies but omits name
of image.

11 (b). In the year 1526 King Muang Keo had the sandal-wood
Buddha transferred from Vat Suan Dok to Vat Maha Bodhiram: on
the 9th day of the waxing tenth month (/2uiye) he had the big
image of the sandal-wood Buddha made by King Senapnu and brought
from Chiengsen transferred from Vat Suan Dok and placed in the
Dhammadesanabodi hall which he had built to receive the sandal-
wood Buddha in Vat Maha Bodhiram. The same year on Thursday
the tenth of the waxing moon in the Hth month King Muang Keo
died. His eldest son succeeded him (below in 1le).

JKM 185. Merely states that the great statue of sandal-
wood wag set up in the uposoth at Vat Maha Bodharam. No
mention of Senapu’s model. JKM agrees that Muang Keo’s

gon succeeded him. 68
L ]

11 (c). On the 5th day of the waxing moon, Wednesday, of the 8th
month 1526, the Chief Chaplain died in Vat Padeng. The new
king, Phra Muang Kes Klao, 12th in Mengrai's dynasty; appointed
his pergonal chaplain, Mahasarabhanga, Chief Chapthin, first in Vat
Maha Rodhfram and then in Vat Padeng, with the title Phra Sang-
haraja. The title, Mahaswami, was given to the thera in Vat
Mahadeviyarima. King Kes Klao ruled Lannathai with justice.

JKM 186, Confirms.

68. Coedeés, op. cit. p. 189, note (4) TVCY. supports JKM against PY.
p. 277 assertion that King Muang Keo died childless and that Kes
Klao was his younger brother.
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N.B. Itis regretted that the original spelling of the earliest mss, extant
is not altogether trustworthy. Standard spelling has therefore been adopted
here.

ED.



THE SEVEN SPIRES 85
APPENDIX I

NOTES ON PAGAN
( Extract from Notes by G.H. Luce )

There are certain peculiar features about the Pagan tewple
( Mahahodhi') some of which may not be original. It stands in the
heart of the old city of Pagan and has doubtless been “ repaiveq”
many times, sometimes clumsily. 69

It is freely modelled on the old Buddhagaya temple in ln-
dia which itself was twice repaired by the Burmans of the Pagun
period ; once in the reign of Kyanzittha (1087-1113 A.D.Y70 ang
again at the end of the dynasty in 1295.8.7%

In recent years the Burmans have agaiu repaired the temple...
but photos taken of the ruined sikhara }_)_e_a_f_(lr_'g repairs show a typical
Pagan arch and relieving arch. (V. Plate XXV of Harvelli's §ludy
of Indo-Aryan Civilisation).

Note that the radiating arch (usually pointed, rarely square)
ig invariably found in all arches, roofg and corridors of the Pagan
period, except those of very small dimensions, e.g. niches where
-corbelling occurs. This use of the radiating arch, which first occurs
in the Pyu shrines at Sri-Ksetra (H'mwuwza) and one or two Mon
cells at old Pegu — pogsibly antedating the oldest extant radiating
arches at Nalanda.....is a hallmark of Pagan architecture, ..... but
by the time the Burmans conquered Chiengmai, they themsgelves
geem to have forgotten the radiating arch..... Afterdhe founding of
Ava in 1365, its use hardly ever occurs in the plains of Burma.

69. In the absence of definite records, it is impossible to estimate how
often the temple has been repaired. The last time was probably
not much more than half a century ago, at most. To preserve a
stucco-surfaced monument in good condition in the tropics, an
overhaul is probably required every century. Buddhagaya, after five
centuries of mneglect under the Mogul dynasty in 1880 was in the

last stage of decrepitude, as the photos show ( E.W.H.'s cormment,.
70. V. Epigraphia Birmanica Vol. 1, pt. 2 Old Mon Inscription VIII:
face *a’ lines 4-8.
71. ... .. Inscriptions of Burma, portiolio III plate 299.
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There are quite a number of temples at Pagan with over-
grown stkhara of the Buddhagaya type —i.e. stkhara which dwart
everything below it, compared with the usual large cubic block,
surmounted with three receding terraces leading up to a sikhara ( a
comparatively minor feature, rarely more than approx: 15 ft. high).
One of these overgrown sikhara, the Kubhyauk-ngé of Wetty-in, on
the cast bank of the Shwe Chaung, is in other respects a typical
Mon temple. Such temples were common in Kyanzittha's reign,
but after his death Burmese models soon triumphed over the Mon.....

The Mahabodhi: On the west side of the upper storey is a
lower crenellated terrace with no obvious way of access, about 15 ft.
below the main terrace. It drains towards the centre, where there
is a catchment tank for a circular well which goes down to ground
level and issues through an arched brick outlet leading to a small
square brick reservoir in the north-west corner of the enclosure. At

the west end, one can pass through an arched passage under the
“well” 72, ... .

72 Owing to the short vaulted corridor at the west end of Vat Ced-yod

terminating in the wall behind the Phra Tantos  image, there is
no exit on ground level for the terrace pit which at Pagan was
used as a well, though its place in the design, as at hoth Ced-yod
Chiengmai and Chiengrai, was undoubtedly a reproduction of the

terrace-pit for a fig-tree, as at Gaya. (H. W.H.’s comment).
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APPENDIX II

J. V. Claeys on the Radiating arch.
(L2 Arehtologie duw Siam, p. 445, 1.15 — p. 448, 1.8) .

"“The most striking feature in the construction of the semi-
circular vaults (at Vat Ced.yod) is the adoption by the
builders of the Roman Arch.stone (wedge-shaped voussoir).
The only other instances of this in the whole of the Indo-
China peninsula are the two already mentioned in the course
of this Survey. 73

The sole alternative to this system is to use corbel-steps
(corbelling); i.e. the corbels, — whether bricks, laterite or
sand-stone blocks, ~ ure laid borizonally in successive layers,
each layer over-gstepping the one below and, thereby, forming
a series of cantilevers which are held in equilibrium by the
masonry of the super-structure. ‘This form of construction
keeps the resultant thrust practically vertical.

The vaulted arch, on the other hand, brings into play the
horizontal components in the parallelogram of forces; to coun-
teract them, a massive wall, abutwents, or buttresses are
necessary, so as to make sure®that the resultant of all forces
(in the parallelogram) lie well within the compass of the
masonry foundations.

Western architects, with a view to reducing fhe thickness of
the abutments, had recourse to a device which consisted in
piling up a mass of masonry on top of them: the effect of
this upon the vertical component is to narrow the angle of in-
clination considerably. As the object of the device is to increage
the weight vertically, it bas led, since mediaeval and renais-
gance times, to a gradual iucrease in spives, Dinnacles, bell-
towers, and such-like architectural ornaments crowuing the
buttresses (and roofs) of our cathedrals.

73. Vat Phrayin, Lampun and Cedi-luang, Chiengmai.
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Incidentally, this digression upon the static equilibrium of
an arched vault is not entirely valueless, since it demonstrates
that the corner towers at Vat Ced.yod fulfilled the function

required of them according to the standards of architecture in
the West.

It is dificult even to hazard = guess as to how it came
about that the builders managed to adhere so closely to the
laws of equilibriwm : from the aesthetic point of view however
our feeling is that they have satisfied our conception of what
is harmonious and logical.

According to General de Beylié, this vault was bunilt on the
Persian or Mongol system practised by the Chinese in Tur-
kestan, which requires no timber supports for the arch.”’

tfor the arch."
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