THE KUI PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA AND SIAM
By

Erik Seidenfaden

'J1he following notes are written .pal'tly in appreciation of
Monsieur Paul Levy's ontstanding workl on prehistoric research
which he carried out in the region of Mlu Prei in North Cambodia,
and partly based on the writer's personal observations made from
contacts with our own J{ ~t'i2 people in Northeastern Siam during
the years of 1908 to 1919 while serving as u Deputy to the Inspector-General of the Provincial Gendarmerie. These observations do
not claim to'be complete as they were made during our somewhat
hasty passages through the K~ti villages when on inspect.ion tours
to outlying gendarmerie stations. Still, as nothing, so far, has be.en
published about the Kui people of Siam it may perhaps be worth·\vhile to publish the1n, especially as o~1r Ktti are rapidly changing
their language for that of Siamese (Lao) or J(hmet•, a process which
has been going on for a long time, and which eventually may result
in the disappearance of their liJ.ncient M ~n-Khmer tongue. 'fhe
schools are onlY teaching their children the Siamese language, which
is required by the civil administration, and the frequent intercourse
with the Thai-speaking people will hasten this process, also changing
or strongly modifying the original K ui customs and manners. A
study of M.. Baradat's excellent monog1·aph "Les S amt;·e ou P ear''i\
populations primitives de l'ouest du Oambodge''8 should prove useful
·to an: understa~ing of the material and spiritual conditions of
the K1,~;i.,as these and the Samre or P'iYrr (Pearr) are ethnically, as
well as. linguistically, identical people.
1 Recherches prehistoriques dans la region de Mlu prei par Paul
Levy, published by the Ecole Fran~aise d'Extreme Orient, Hanoi 1943. 124
pages with 65 plates and 50 figures in the te~t, a vocabula~y and an index·
2 The K ui (K to be pronounced as a hard G) of N.E. Siam are by
the Siamese. called Sord (f'hu) i.e., those liable to pay ta~es.
8 Vide Bulletin de l'Eco]e Francaise
d'Extr~me Orient, vol. XXXX
~
reviewed in J.S.S., Vol. XXX by the writer.
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M. Panl Lth·y, whose activities and work have been Inen~
tiontHI Hcvera.l timt:s in the ,J.S.S., is a young, energetic and particu·
larly Mifted .Freneh ethnologist who has a1su in the domain of
prehistory a.nd areluwulogy contrilJuted considera.bl~l to onr knowledge of things Indochinese. As will be known to readers in Siam,
a.t lettst, :\L Lt'~vy has now heen promoted to the high office of

,

lfran~·aise d'I~xtrDme Orient.
rr'he prehistoric
investigations ca.rriecl out by 1\L I.A;vy took place~ in the region of
1\'Iln l?rd ·whieh lies to the north of the town of Kampong Thorn,
on the upper r(•aches of StUng Sen. 1'he latter is a· considerable

Direetor of !'Ecole

water cour::;e "whose SOlirees are found in the D01:1g Hek range to the
HoULht•ast of the town of Khnkhan in tlll\ southernmost part of
thiiU[fl.'a I SrisakHt, Siam. 'l'he SlUug Sen flows into rrhale Sap, Both
l:lidHs of the t·ntire valh~y of: the river seem to be occupied hy K u·i
villag(~S and a few Khnwr settlemc•nts.
:rvr. Levy's bonk cont,ains G5
plo.teti depicting atone•, hone, hron:tm aud iron implements, potsherds
with their various patt<~rns of deeot~atiolll:h as well at~ archaeological
uomparatin~ pattern tahloH of. ilnple1ncnts and pottery styles, ranging
from Indnehina. to ancient. DPnuwrk l Among the plates are also
~J:\ plwtogr::q>hH of IH'Ot:!E:mt·dn;y K·n1: and of their I>Oor prilnitive
dw(~llingH-werc hnvelK lo look at-lHJSi,lPs sonw IiO di:awings and
diagramtj'. Iu Hpite of the <liflicnlt titne::~, it. is a publication worthy

,

nf tho high traditions of the grca~ Ecole Fran<;.aise d'l~xtrr:mc Orient
of which M. Lt'·vy is such a distinguished member. M. L{wyts

brilliant study is do<licated to the memory of his 1-4tte m:ninent
tea.clwr, Andre Vayson de., Pradmuw. 'l'he country of the J{wi of
Min Prei was explored in 187G by Dr. Harmand, a"* medical doctor,
who finished his career as Governm·~Genera.l of French IQ.dochina,
and, later on, by Dr. Dufoss6, both of whom mapped out the
country with indications of the habitat of the various 1\:u,i groups.
M. Levy adds' two modern maps showing the prehistoric sites
studied hy him, and one giving the geological features of that region.
Only a few Europeans have explored the thinly populated
Ktti country in more modern ·times and it is still iMsufficiently
known; a geological survey may, however, prove it to contain
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mineral resources of a certain value. It. consists in the main of an
ancient plain of quaternary alluvial deposits surrounding a plateau
of sandstone. Here are found lignite, jet and petrified wood (the
latter is also found in the district of Phiroun, changvat Ubon, Northeast Siam).
This plateau is intersected by eruptive or metamorphised rocks composed of granite, rhyolite, porphyrite and other
kinds of those stones which were used by the ancient neolithic
people for the manufacture of their implements and arms. The Kui
~ountry round Mlu Prei is a poor country which bas been made
poorer still by man's wholesale destruction of the forests. Only thin
for~t clairi'ere (orir lchok forest) is now left.

rrhis is, however,
teeming with wild beasts, among them many wild elephants. Indeed
it is a veritable paradise for the big-game hunter.

The author asks himself whether th.is country, so full of
ruins of Khmer santuaries, was not more densely populated during
former times? We should thi1.1k it ,must have been in view of
these ruins and the several ancient highways, which starting from
Yasodharapura (Angkor Thorn) almost reaehed this region. One of
them, the great chaussee linking the famous old capital with
qambhupnra (Ohampasak) on the Mekhong, skirted its northern
limits. It must also be remembered that Sambor Prei Knk, the great
ancient town of primitive Cambodian art and architecture, stands on
the banks of the Stting Sen. Th~ author says that in the days of
ancient Cambodia there existed here a social organization based on
semi.slaver)', and conpled with an intense exploitation of the rich iron
mines at Phnom Dek. It is surmised that the arms of the old f{hrne?'
armies were forged by K1.,ti ironsmiths. The sandstone quarries, the
hunting "'for war elephants (the Kui of Surin are still accounted
among the best elephant hunters of Siam), and the utilization of
water reservoirs for irrigation purposes, all tend to show that the
country formerly held a much denser population than now. The
grand Shivaite 'J.lemple, Sikharisvara or Phra Vihar, which, like an
eagle's nest, crowns a spnr of the Dong Rek hills, was most probably
built by f{ ui c~rvee labor, supervised by Khmer headmen,
architects and sculptors during the lOth, 11th, and 12th centuries
/
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A.D.

In spite of many hundreds of years of oppt•ession by the
Khmer, the Kui have preserved their own language and customs.
They must have occupied vast territories formerly, and it was
almost certainly from them that the Khrnerrs wrested the land lying
to the west of the Mekhong and northeast of the great inland lake
(Thale Sap).

,.

The first finds of prehistoric objects were made in 1938 ~
when. some bronze bracelets and reddish-brown glass beads were
found in some old tombs to the northeast of Mlu Prei. M. Levy
was told by a F,rench jet miner about the discovery of other tombs
containing sitting skeletons with bronze bracelets still around their
arms, and covered ov.er all with a great wealth of glass beads. M·
Levy vouches for the correctness of this which, of course, is of great
importance to our knowledge about ancient burial customs. Local
myths and folklore tell much about a hero who fought with a huge
monster the skeletnn of which is fitill in evidence. It is perhaps
the petrified remains of an extinct species of a huge animal. The
myths also connect the 1uegaliths with tales about giants. M. Levy's
own diggings resnlted in a rich harvest of potsherds (decorated as
well as undecorated), implements (of polished stone as well as of
bronze), fragments of stone moulds, and even iron implernenta, as
well as a stone liammer (for beating bark cloth?). In one of the
three places explored at a small~ watercourse, .there has existed a
whole workshop for making tools and implements with many dwel-.
lings and tombs nearby. · Among the more interesting finds was a
stone bracelet. All the objects found were subjected to close stndy
by the author, and will be mentioned briefly here. "rrhe most common stone 1mplements are shaped like adze heads, i.e. one"' side is
convex while the other is almost flat; only a fe\V are bi-convex.
This is also our finding after examination of a great number of
}mch implements collected in Siamese J.\!Ialaya (by the late Danish
gentleman, Mr. R. Havmoller). rrhe first-named shape of these
implements permits, of course, its use in two ways, both as an adze
and as an axe. These Indochinese implements, lenticul.rr or subellipsoid in shape, with asymetrical faces, are only polished on
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one side (the surface of the Hoabinhian pebble); on the other side,
the periphery and the part ne.arest the edge only are polished. rl'his
semi-polished implement perpetuates the so-called Sumatra-type
which was the same as the Indochinese paleolithic Hoabinhian
implement. (We wonder whether such a semi-polished implement
should not be classified as mesolithic ?) The dimensions thicknesses
and shapes of the implements a~re quite variable, according to the
use they are intended for, as hoes, axes, chisels, or fighting and
hunting tools. The manner of hafting the stone adze-axes was
probably identical to that used by present-day Khmer.
There are in M. Levy's book 25 plates illustrating in a clear
and precise manner the various stone, bronze and iron implements,
thus facilitating the reading very much. It would take up too much
space to go into details so we shall here only point out some of the
1nost important features. It is interesting to no to that the type of
axe shown on plate II ·5, or.. a similar one, is still used by the
Australians. On many of the ad:~.e-or axe-heads are clearly seen the
notches made foJ.' their hafting. Among the specimens collected hy
M. Levy are also a number of the so-called shouldered celts (i.e.
adze-or axe~heads) which at their backs are more or loss deeply
notched, often at right angles, leaving a tenon for the hafting of
thj,s kind of tool. It seems, says M. Levy, that in the world's
prehistory Indochina has been "the center of the use of this type.
(It should be remembered that. the shouldered celt is ·characteristic
of the A.ustro-Asiatics' stone culture. We have ourselves collected
a few shouldered celts at Chiengmai and in chrtngvat Roi-Et)·
Among the stone implements are many scrapers, borers and graving
tools a~ well as knlves (of flint).. The abundance of stone sickles,
found in the three places excavated by M. Levy, testifies to the
importance of agricnltnre among the ;prehistoric people here. Sickles
of exactly the same shape are found in the prehistoric layers in
China• Quartz was employed for boring and perforating purposes,
or as gimlets, just as in. modern Cambodia; quartz was also used for
polishing-and rough.hewing. Other interesting finds included clay
pellets, probably used in slings; stone pearls, bits of a fire-:producing
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tool (~1. fire piston), whetting stones; Htone bracelets, and moulds for
casting bronz:e. 'l'he materia.! used for tool rnaldng was iiint besides
hard sandstone and, sometimes, petrified wood, Other stone tools
were grinderA or roughly fashioned hammers. 'rhe hafting of one
of Uw latter i;-; shown on pagt1 ~~G. (Vve renH3mher having seen an
itinerant Lito or KU:·i blacksuthh n:;ing a raw stone as a hammer
during his work.) 'rhe grinding stones with accompanying slabs
were nsed both for grinding corn anU vegetables; a qua.ntity of
poumlors were also encountered. Among the finds were many rBntilit.ed impl<nnentfl.
'l'hn.t the prehistorie 1\.ui nHed hark elnth is proved hy t.he
presenec of stone heaters. (Hueh havo al8o been fonnd in Siamese
Malaya where the art of bc:.!ating cloth frorn the hark of certain
tt·ees has not quite died out.. ) lt seems that hone was also used for
various in1plements during the neolithic poriod of the prehilitol'ic

Ka·i. Bone polishers wern thnH em~toyed in t;he ma.1dng of pottel'y
for handles, and espccial1y for n.rrow head~. Arrow heads of stone
havo not yet been fountl in IxHlnchina (but we take it that this does
not prove their non-existence during tho neolithie age). ~l'eet,h of
anima1a were m~od aH instruments for decorating pottery while n,
piece of a ja.w hotw wit.h Us teeth mu.y ha.vo been tU!e<l f~A a scrateh"
ing eomli! rrh.e K·tti, still todtty expert iron Ininers and ironsmitha
(vuatly superiol' t.o onr prirnitive Lnu:Zt wcn·kers in North Siam),
were quite goou at bronze casting, to wit their fln.ished products and
their stone r:nonlds. 'rheir hron:r,e implements include axe heads,
bracelets and artistically wrought armlets, as well as slave arm. rings .
...
'!'he Kui technique for melting nnd working iron was no doubt
influenced by their Hindn civilizers as they still today use Drabm~t
nical rites and incantations. When the Knrnbu,ja of 9arnbhn.pura
revolted against Funan in the 4th century A.D., the proximity of the

Ktti iron mines and their blac.ksmiths may have been of great
importance to the Khmer for the arming of their troops, says M.
Levy rightly. Lots of stone shuttles and spindles were also found.
The prehist~ric people knew how to weave, and the late 11. Groslier,
the distinguished expert on Khmer art and material culture, opines

'
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that the K'ui received both the cotton plant and the loom from
aneient India.
rrhe author's three plates with samples of stone and bronze
implements and body ol·naments (bracelets and torques) comparing
their forms and patterns with corresponding ones in Occidental
Eurasia is very instructive.
rro find practicully the same form
and pattern for stone and bronze implements in such widely
separated plaees as Finland and Cambodia; Denmark and Laos
and Cambodia; Sweden and China and Laos; Caucasus, Hnnga1·y
and Cambodia (or take the . ancient Danish 1'0·ndelle--a woman's
circular spiked breast ornament--which is identical in shape
and pattern with those found in Muang Pua~--Upper Laos),
cannot possibly be due to pure coincidence but can only be explained
as descending from a common ancestral type (originating perhaps
somewhere in Central or Mid western Asia, from where the art
spread west and east through djffnsion). A connec~!on between the
Nordic culture and the Far East was already thought to exist by the
great Danish archaeologist Wors6e.
Professor .Janse and Dr. Siren
have proved this for Sweden and China. Baron von Heiife-Geldetilt
the brillia11t t.heoretician on the. migration of cultu1;eS and peoples!
who, crossing the Oenteal Asian steppes, went as far as to the islands
of the distant Pacific, makes one believe in the existenee. during
neolit:q.ic times, of a common nu~l;erial and spiritual culture which
spread as a wave over the old world.

1\.f~ Levy bas also 1nade a minute and profound study of the
innumeJ•able potsherds
which were encountered during his diggings
,.
at .Mlu Prei, and he classifies his finds according to the profile of
the ueeks of the earthen vessels, the form of their bodies and the
p1•ofile of their supports. 'l'his examination was carried out both ·for
the debris and the complete vessels which were of many shapes and
kinds, such as cooking pots~ jars, cups and vases; large~ medium or
small in size. Wit'h regard to the supports of pots and jars these were
seldom parts of the vessels themselves bnt were generally separate.
Very inte,esting, too, is¥· Levy's study of the mu_ltitudinous patterns
of decoration of the pottery, including the .necks as well as the bodies

/

THE KUI PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA AND SIAM

151

and supports of the vessels. One of the decorative patterns, called the
basket pattern, was produced by applying to the wet clay a cord-rifled
wooden beater (as first proved by the late learned Dr. Madeleine
Colaui). Other decorations were either stamped or painted on the
ware. J\:1. Levy says that the oldest type of pottery in Indochina,
used together with dried gourds and the watertight baskets (in Siam
called khlu) was the so-calied basket- or string-marked pottery.
Later on, India (for form) and China (for . decorations) would have
played an important role. Coinparative study of the Kui pottery
with the somewhat supe1:ior KhrruJrr and the vastly more primitive
Mo'i or Kha pottery, as has been made by the author, is of much
interest in this connection. We would here add that the type of
vase (No. 7), on plate XXXIX, is well known in changvat Roi-Et
where it has' been found in no small quantities within or nlilar old
J{hmer temple ruins, Tbis vase is there called hai lchct.

1\1. Levy also makes a com)Jtarative study of the patterns of
ceramic decorations of the Far East with those of the rest of Eurasia;
and though he modestly calls this only a .sketch, it is certainly
very valuable and interesting. 'fhis kind of study has hitherto
mainly been undertaken by Scandinavian research workers, such as
Gunnar Anderson, Arne, Mrs. Hann,a Rhyd, Olov Jansa, etc., and

.

they ought, says M. Levy, to be co-ordinated with the recent Russian
discoveries in central Asia and the Anglo.,.lndian and International
researches in Western Asia. He is also of the opinion that the
.
painted pottery of Kansu, because of its decoration, is closely related
to the Indochinese. Mr. Jansa has even wond~red whether the
polychromic Chinese ceramics have not entered China through Yunnan
or Indochina. All this is important for determining from which
. common source--more or less occidental--the prehistoric cultures of
China and Indochina hn._ve come. 'rhe study of the various patterns
of pottery decoration must, as we shall see,. necessarily lead to the
same conclusion as that reached in the comparative study of stone
and bronze implements. A great part, Jf not all, of the painted
pottery was used for funerary purposes. We know, a~cording to
· the narratives of Chinese travelers, that the ancient J(hme'l~ had
~

.

'·

that custom.· The lal•ge earthenware jars found in the sand dunes
at Sa-huyenh, in South Annam, served the same purpose, and both
at the well-known prehistoric site at Samrong Sen, in Cambodia, and
at Mlu Prei many tombs have bel!m found. Also the Chinese vases
seem to have been mortuary receptacles.
Using no less than seven plates the author next gives a
comparative survey of pottery decorations which~ thongh hailing
from widely different places in the Far East and other parts of
Eurasia, are of identical patterns. To cite a few: South Germany
and the Malay Peninsula, Russia and Cambodia, or that of the
so-called death· pattern in China, Cambodia and Denmark, etc. It is
now of historical interest to see the Nazi swastika painted on a
prehistoric vase from KaHit in Western India, the other decorative
details of which may be found on a jar from Sa-h uyerih. Indeed,
the study of ancient potsherds is a very fascinating one. (As Mr.
Shipton of the British Museum, ~imself a pottery expert, said to the
·writer, when we were_ visiting the excavations at Megiddo, Palestine,
in June 1934, "The knowledge of man's history and culture depends
very much on the right study of prehistoric potsherds.'')
M. Levy's description of the K tti country is short but to the
point. It seems to be much poorer in natural resources, with the
exception of iron ore, than the country inhabited by the Siamese
l(ui to the north of Don~ Rek ra;ge. M. Levy relates a my,th, about
the Tonle Mrech--the Pepper lake--lying to the north of Kampong
Thom. (This lake is probably an ancient Khmer water reservoir and
it has the ruins Q,f a sanctuary on an island in its middle, concerning
which the local Ktti have a superstitious .fear). Where now lies
Tonle Mrech there stood formerly a rich and prosperous village.
However its inhabitants killed and ate a white barking deel' and a
terrible earthquake destroyed the. village and ·all people with the
exception of a widow and her only son. They had not taken part
in what evidently was an unholy meal,' the animal being a sacred
one. We have been told almost exactly the same myth in explanatt:
tion of the coming into existence of the two large inland lakes, called
Nong Han Yai and Nong Han Lek, respectively, in Northeast Siam,
/
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r:hun(fl 1ttl Udnrn an\l Sn.k~n N a.khon.

'rhe only diiTC\ronce is Lh~t~ a
white aqnirrel or white eel here takes the place of the w·hite barking
deer o.f rronH! l\frech. In the Sakon Na.khon rnyth it is s~tid that
the eel was a son of the Serpent King, Plrya Nak. 1,he sa1ne myth
is told in one of the Northern Thai chronicles explaining the
destruction of the oldest Chieng Sen; and in Kashmir a myth tells
how the offended Serpent King caused a great earthquake to S\vallow
up a whole district with its sinful inhabitants, leaving the present
great inland lake near to Srinagar. 'l,he destruction of Vineta in
North Germany, and even that. of So<lom and Gomorrha belong
evidently to the same rnythic cycle though in the latter case the
Biblical account has been substa.nt.iated_ by actual fact.
2\L Ltjvy's photographs are the least successful of this other~
wise very outstanding publication. His description of the K'ui
house is good. As a matter of fact the Kn-i houses are not worthy
of the naxne "house" ~LS they a.re but rather miserable huta. In
this they resemble very u1ueh. the ~ovels of the Siamese Ku/i though
there m·e exceptions, a.s we shall see helow. rrhe K·tti women of
Shnu also know how to weave, and t;he large water-tight haskets for
storing water or padtly are found in Siam too. ]'rom M. Levy's
photographs it will be sm~n that the f{n·,: women in Cambodia still
carry their burdens on their hea.ds ~ts in India and the Nt~ar East.
'l'he K1ti worncn in Sittm, lik.~ their rrhai sisters, carry their
hnrdons in a yolto over their shoul<lers. rrh.e custom of carrying
burdens on the head has not tlnite died ont in Sin.m (e'&,cepting t.he
Malays of sont,hernmost Siam) at least not until quite recently. In
1919, while inspecting the district of Dfin Kh\J(l. 'rhot (formerly
Phan Ohana) lying to the north west of the town of Korat, we saw
the 'rhai girls there earring their water pails, called khZit- mon, on
their heads, the pails resting on circular ~cushions. 'l"he custom
;was said to have been adopted from the Ohao Bon or Nia Kuoll
jungle folk who live to. the west toward the border of Petchablln,
at the ontskirts of the large Phya Yen forest.
ft

M. Levy's photographs of the individual Kni are~interesting.
He remarks on the straight-set, only slightly Mongoloid, eyes of the
'\
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Kui Women and the sometimes very good straight noses and high
foreheads of the men giving them an almost Europoid appearance.
Other types, however, with their curly hair, broad and flat noses
with deep-set nasal roots, heavy lips and short necks, indicate
NQgroid blood (see the Pearr or P'iYrr on plate LXIII). We shall
treat this "racial" problem later on.
The maps of Drs. Harmand and Dufosse, as well as J\L
Levy's own, are of great interest as they show the distribution of
the Kui ~roups in the Mlu Prei district. With regard to the I<: tti
~£ Upper Laos, concerning whom Dr. Dufosse asks himself whether
they tnay be a branch of our K ui left behind during their migratory
movements, we would remark that there is also a people called J(ui
in India. They may all belong to the same Austro-Asiatic human
family? We believe, however, that the Ku~: of Upper Laos are
Mongols of the Tibeto-Burmese branch; this notwithstanding 1\L
Levy's statement that, as the art ..pf casting bronze is essentially of
a northern origin, Dr. Dufosse's idea is not too daring. 'rhe name
Nanalc, as given one of the J(ui clans said to live in Siamese
territory, is unknown to us, but we know that in Siam there are
many Ku,i clans with various other names. The K1ti tribes, or
clans, living in Cambodia along the bridle path leading from
Kampong Thorn northward to Ohom Ksan and Phra Vihar are,
according toM. Le'\Ty's modern mcl!p, the Kui N'tra, Kui Damrei
and K ui 0 and again [(ui Darn?"ei and K ui N'lttr (the Dct?wrei live
nearest to the Dong Rek range; Damrei is, by the way, elephant in
Khmer, whereas in K·ni an elephant is called chiam). The tribal
names given by• the two doctor-explorers differ from M.· Levy's
whose KsJ,i N'lur seem to be identical with their M noh and Malar,
while the doctors' K ui Hah or Dek, Ntoh, ·Auk and Autor should
be the same as M. Levy's Kui 8 and N'tra. The name M anile is
unknown t.o us but there are Kui Mahay or M'ai to the north of'
the Dong Rek range too. There is a curious feast celebrated by
the Kui Damrei (elephant-hunting K~ti) during the months of
February a~td March, called the elephant's feast, which commences
with the d~iving away of the evil spirits and ends with a seance of.
.I
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spirit< pnsl:!etision, a syntholic dcphant hunt and rnneh 1n·omismwus
iatercoursa between tbe two sexes.
This feast. i8, we believe,
unknown mnong onr Kui f!lephant,· hunters of Surin though the
latter a.rc zealous spirit wm·~:~hippers like their Kw1: JJmrt'i'Ci brethren.
1
l'he wotnon sc~em here t.o he the provocat,ive element at~ among the
l)cnrr and the l)' auw[•.vide !\L Baradat, op. cit.
In conclusion :M. L(!vy und~?rlines two facts relating to the
prehh.;t.oric and protnhiotoric eultnres and their intercommunications.
l~,in;tly ~ that almost the whole coastline of Indoehina is bathed by
the waters of wha~ he sn aptly calls "the 1\'[editerra.nean Sea of the
:b'n.r East''; se(:nnflly, th~Lt thit-:1 sna made possihlo the cultural
cotnmnnicatiunl{ between lndoehina. and India on tbe one hand, and
by Ohinu. via the l 1~tlrasiatie steppes with the Ncar Orient and the
0C<}iden.t nn the othor hand. rrlris is worth remellll>ering.
In an ad<litional note on the implements studied 1\:1. Levy
treat~;; the principal raw mate~·ials frf)m which they were mu.de and
the teehnique used t:nr their manufacture.
Ho also enumerates t.lw
various kinds of toolB and hnplementa found. He rernarka that, the
archaic eultural relat.inns wit.h the Oclciclent were prohably established
over land more f;han by sen. routes, and he comes to the conclusion
that, due Lo th<.~ir nat,nre, the finds made in th<:.~ three places explored
Inust ho elassified aa h(!longing to the centrn.l part o:e the neolithic
pm•iod of Indochinn;. Between that pet•iod and thn.tt of the iron age no
l<mg time has olapsed. Nowacla.Yl':\ the iron mines and the forges of
tho K1.~i u.re, more a.nd tnore, being deserted.
'l'hey cann(>t--alaa 1-~
compete with the cheap Chinese or Occidental Ht.ufi imported in
" a vocabulary
ever increa~:dng <1ua.ntities. M. Levy's hook ends ·with
of the N't1~rt and
dialects of the Kui langnage. We hav~ gone
tht·ongh it carefully, and found that the words therein contained
differ only slighly from those in onr list of the K ui }rl'lon dialect
of the Srisaket region. So far M. Levy. Hi~ book is of a great value,
a. brilliant example of how such work should be carried out. We
would recommend that would-be Siamese prehistorians study it

0

11

carefully and use it as a model when undertaking sirn1lar work
themselves.
'\
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In the subsequent notes we shall tl·y to give a sketch of the
Kui of Siam. Our K'wi are worth studying so much the more
because, as has already been mentioned, they are now rapidly
changing their proper language for either Thai (L'iw V•iengchan or
Lao Ka;o) or Khmer, and they do so quite voluntarily, thinking that
the Thai or Khmer language is superior to their own tongue;
furthermore after having so changed over they do not like to be
reminded of their true origin. Perhaps in a generation's time, or
two at the most, there may be no K ui-speaking people left in the
whole of Northeast Siam! The J( ui, whether still using their
ancestral tongue or that of the 1,hai or Khmer, live in great numbers
in all three changvctt of the former circle or 1nonthon, of Ubon, and
that both to the north and south of the Miin river. They are found
in all the ampho (districts) south of the river perhaps with the
exception of that of Phimun Mangsahan.
On the northern side of
the Mi.in river not much of the former Ku,i population is left by
now. Here they have been almost entirely displaced or assimilated
by the south ward pushing Lao or Thai.
l;he principal area in which the _Ku,i live is to the north
bordered by the Mun, to the southeast and south by the mountain
range of Dong Rek, and to the west, partly by the Lam OJ:ii and the
chctngvat of Buriram, partly by the Khme1·-peopled arnpho of Surin,
'rhe "K·ni country" is rolling .,and gene!ally ·reaches a height of
only about a hundred meters above sea level. A few very low
I
isolated mlls are met with not far to the north of the mighty
barrier of Dong Relc. A long, low and fairly broad ridge, consisting
of red decompo•sed basalt, called Dong Din Da.eng (i.e. the forest of
the red- earth) runs almost the entire lEmgth of this territory, from
the northeast in arnpho Det Udom southwestward into the territory
of ampho Sangkha, .where it ends. The soil of the remaining
territory is sandy on a laterite subsoil, but ther~ is, in places~ a
tolerably fertile sandy loam. Up to the time when the railway line
from Khorat to Ubon was op~ned (in 1924) the greater part of the
surface '\fas covered with thin forest and jungle; since then vast
areas have been cleared on both sides of the railway line to make

,
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The slopes of the .Dong Rek

hills are clothed ·in dense virgin forest, which during the rainy
season is very unhealthful.
there along the water courses.

Virgin forest is also found here and
Much valuable timber and several

kinds of precious wood are found in these forests, such as DiptheroM
carpus (mai yang), ma,.i talcien (excelle.nt for boat building), mai bak
and ma·i bole, as well as mai krayung, the roseMw ood so eagerly
sought for use in maldng Chinese furniture. On the Dong Din Daeng
ridge are growing pine trees which in a.mpho Sangkha take the form
of a real forest. The dwarf palm, ton lcrcwheng, from the leaves of
which rice bags are woven, is another feature of this curious ridge
and in the fertile soil grow many giant tubers which in time of bad
harvests help the local population to tide over until the next rice
harvest. A kind of wild linchi (litchi) is also found in these forests.
The countryMwe are still spe~.dng of that part which lies to
south of the Mun River-is intersected by a number of smaller
watercourses whic}?. are all born on the Dong Rek, run northward
and flow into the Mfm. These streams, taken in order of succession
from east to west, are as follows: Dom Noi, Dam Yai, Krayung
(the sources of the latter being at the very 'foot. of the stupendous
Phra Vihar temple), Samran (near whose confluence lies the town
of Srisaket) Taptan and Chi, the list one being the border of the
provinces of Surin and Buriram. rrhere are also some Kui living
to the north of the Mun river; they are thus fairly nume~ous in the
two c~Jmpho of Khemarat and Suvarnavari, mostly living near the
"
:tviekhong river, between this majestic stream and the low jungleclad mountain range of Phu Phi1n.
The country here is vertry wild
aud cut up, trackless and unfertile .. Kui also live in the flat open
country, that vast plain of Suvarnaphum stretching away westward
of the Mun's large n<:>rtherri tributary, Lam Chi or Si. The !(. u1:
live here in the following amph(j, taken from east to west: Kantrarom, · Kham Khiian Kaeo (bqth ·east of the Chi), Mahachanachai,
'!I
'
Rasrisalai, Suvarnaphum, Chumphonburi, Phakhaphnmphisai and
Vapiprachum.
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The forests along the Mekhong, as well as those to the south
are still teeming with all sorts of game.

Tl:).ere are wild elephants

in the jungle adjoining the Dong Rek hills; in 1917 one might meet
them in the great forest to the north of Snrin.
Sq,rnuha'l·, eld dee.r
and the barking deer were plentiful, and wild buffaloes were living
near the hills in the Kantraraks districts; Gaur and lmnteng (red
cattle) were numerous. In the~e far stretching fo.rests there were,
and still are, many tigers and black panthers, both being very bold
and dangerous. Tigers have been known to carr~r off people from
inside their villages.
Wild dogs ar<:J also nnmer·ous and one Inight,
meet packs of them hunting the sambltar or elcl deer. rrhat curious
little animal, the flying squirrel (tva pa·ng), is also a Clenizen of
these forests, as well as the python and the cleadly cobra. Peacocks,
jungle fowls and hornbilis are very common, as are large swarms of
small green perroqnets. The Kui people a1·e called Soai (ft'Jtl)'
by the 'rhai, hi1t they call thca~se1ves [(ui (men). '!'here are pure
Soa'i, Lho Soa'i ancl .Khme1· Soai, D111'ing .the reign of Phra Nang
Klao (18:24-1851) a census was taken of this part. of Northeast Siam,
q
'
and the population was divided for taxation (1fftJff'JtJ) purposes into ·
Lao, Khmer and Sow: (Kui). Today, or rather already more than
'forty years ago, the name LaoBoai and Khmer· Sorti have com.e to
signify Kui who have changed their uwt,hm· tongue :for eHhm.· that
o:e Luo (Thai) or KhnlM',
~
While scientific research wm~k, carried out in Prench Indo•
.
china has done much to clear np the various "racial" pl'oblems there,
vei·y little has ~een done in Siam, with tho exceptioh of exploratory
~work carried out by Dr. Fritz Sarasin (1931) who found the imp,lements and traces of a former pa1aeolithic Melanesian population in
caves both in Central and Northern Siam. There can, however,
hardly be any doubt that the same "racial'' complex that obtains
for present French Indochina also holds good for the remainder of
this subcontinent. 'rhis matter will he taken np for ftn•ther·eonsideration in our concluding paragraph. '.Phe prehistory of Northeast
Siam has 'hot yet been studied at all. In 1912 stone :implements
and ancient pot,tery was dug up a.t, Ban Lamduan Yai, a large old
I
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fortified village lying to the south of Srisaket, bnt we had not the
opportunity of seeing the finds.
Fr01n the intimate knowledge we
posess of the country north of the Dong ,Rek range we are convinced
that digging for prehistoric 1naterial would yield a rich harvest.
rrhe broad stretch of country lying to the south of the Mi.in
River, which we have spoken of as the country of the Ku1:, is far
from being uniformly occupied by this people. In aJl the u/mpho
(districts) there are living side by side with the J(rwi either rrhai or
Khmer. rrhis living together of several ethnic elements has led
very much to the denationalization of the 1(ui who, in contrast to
their countrymen in Ca!nbodia, do not respect their own language
or customs. Still, as we shall see, in 1917 there were at least a
hundred thousand K tti-speaking people left.
Generally speaking, the Kui give the impression of being a
very decadent, dirty and n1orally low-standing ]ot with so1ne few
exceptions, and their change to Lao .or· Khmer Janguage and culture
does nrean a .real advance for thern. When \vell nourished and
, tolerably well-to-do, as a few Kui groups are, they look quite
attractive, expecially tht\ young girls with their lithe well-shaped
bodies and limbs, well-developed bustf:l, large masses of bluish
black, often slightly cnrled, hair, and, SOJnetimes, large expressive
eyes. 'rheir skili is genel'a1ly very da1·k bnt fair-skinned individuals
are not rare either. As M. Levy !Jays, the K ui have very little of
the Mongoloid in their appearance. rl'hey are of meclhun height, and,
'aS far as we have been able to observe, tend to dolicocepnaly. From
what has been said above concerning the val'ious human groups
...
which, each in its turn, submerged the various preceeding populations and settled in this country, one should expect to find s01ne
particular inherited characteristics in the present one (i.e., the K ui)
showing affinities with their predecessors. As M. Levy and JVI.
Baradat. have shown, the Ca1nbodian Kui and Samre represent a
very mixed ''race"; so is also the case with our K~-t1:. Individuals
with almost woolly hair, fiat broad noses, thick lips and au almost
black skin colour point to a distinct heritage from their "N egrito or
Melanesian predecessors.
Other types may show high, narrow

'
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noses, tall foreheads and small n1onths, thus being almost "At•yan''
in features. Such individuals, however, are few in number. Features .
like these wit.h a fair skin colour and longish hea.ds may mean a
Wedclid-Indonesian {Europoid) blood component, while a heavy
build and square shoulders mem:1s the Austro-Asiatic M
1nixtu re which represents the majority.

on-Kinner·

The K tti are all agriculturalists and, generally speaking, not
very diligent ones, though they understand well the breeding of
buffaloes anc1 cattle, as woll as pigs and pouHry. Some of t1H'l11 are
clever and bold e1ephunt hunters, as we shall see further on.
Besides paddy some of the Kui grow sugar cane, cotton and mulberry
bushes (for the silk culture). ".rhey take up such activities generally
only upon becoming Lao or Khme·r-Soai. 'l'he J(u·£ honsu, or hut,
is in n1ost cases a low, badly constructed building thatched with
grass, the walls being of the same 1naterhl.l or bamboo wattle.
These hovels at'e very dirty ancd.. full of vermin. rrhe girls know
how to weave both coMon and silk, and in some viHagt:•s the m€'.n
are clever lmsket makers who not only n:utke the water-tigl1t baskets
(lthl,u) for carrying water , hnt also very large ones for holding
considerable quantit,ies of paddy. The 1nen dress like the Lao or
Khmer bnt the won1en all weal' short. (kneelengt.h) ph'ix-sin or skirts
rrhiL·ty years ago it wns qu.ite a common sight to SPe \vnmen with
uncovered breasts, when inside their villages, whel'l:' young girls
might be seen running around qnite naked ! Still the f(tl'£ were not.
pnrticnl.arly lax in their sexual behaviour, much less ~o than the
neighbouring Li1o. rrhe food of the K ui consists of rice, both the
•
, ordinary and the glutinous kindf dried fish and pepper sauce, and
also freth fish, when obtainable.
Meat of game snch as deer~ wild
pig, hare, various birds, and even iguanas, snakes, frogs, toads and
larvae are a welcome addition to an otherwise simple fare.
The·
many kinds of eclibJe tubers in the forest have already xne.ntioned.
Some of the Kw1: know how to make sugar with which they do a
little trade. The canes are cl'nshed between two upright standing
cylinders -.set in n10timi by a buffalo n1oving around in a circle.
The juice from the crushed cane~ runs· down into wooden troughs,

.
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afterwards to bo boiled in large open iron pans.
product is llHtd.e np into Sinall cakes.
good. bullock carts were built.
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'l'he ilnished

In some K ui villages quite

Speaking in general the K ui are

but 1nediocre farmers, non-traders and rather p1·hnitive artisans and
craftsmen. It is our impression, frmn the experience we had with
hundreds of K ui gendarmes (rwivates as well as non-commissioned ~
officers, under our orders) that this human group is far fron1 being
unintelligent, and that schools and sirnple instruction in better house
building and personal eleanliness would effect a distinct iinprovetnent in their lives. rrhe K ui are, however, lllUCh prone to drink
and illicit gambling, and in many districts they had a bad reputation
as thieves and cattle lifters.
In religion the li.·u·i are Buc1dl1istl:l, like their Lao and Khul.e'J'

neighbom:s, hut up to 1919 the great majority of their villages were
without temples or monks. Their real religion is animis1n; the¥
are zealous spirit worshippers, and.. in their forests and hills dwell
1nany powerful and redoubtable spirits who must be suitably propitiated in order not to call down their anger on the poor Kui. Taln-IJ
A woman may thus be declared lra?·JUtl, or
exists among the Kui.
untouchable, for some tiuw, and· we have heard o:[ one case rosem·
bling couvade, where the father shifts with the mother of the new
born. babe to lie on the ''fire-bed''. We have not, however, been
able to find out anything abon'\ a st,ate of sen1i-slavery having
formerly existed among the Siamese KU'l:, as was the case with the
Cambodian f(U't;.
"'
Our Siarnpse I{ Ul'i are generally divided ,.into four main
groups or tribes; the Kul'i JJ1'a•i of the east with some scattere.d clans
in the west; the K wi M 'lo in the east, center and west 11.nd the
north, the Ku,£ Yo of the center and in the north and the K Uli M'loa
in the center and the west. As a matter of fact we shall see that
they are divided into SE:veral more tribes or clans. It seems t11at
the largest groups were the M'lo, the Yo, the J.'l!l'loa and the M'a'i.
However many. large tribes for1nerly occupying vast spaces in the
former three circles of Ubou, Roi-Et and tJ clorn 1nay have 11isappeared lony ago, having been. assilnilatec1 l>y the sot1thwarcl ~weeping

•
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Thai. rl'he consciousness of belonging to this or that tribe seems
also to have been on the wane for a long time because of their
present intermingled habitats as in the ftirmer Ubon circle.
We shall now treat the various K u-1: groups from east to
west according to the a1npho (districts) in which they live, or were
living back in the years of 1917 ~19 when we were in contact with
them. In doing so we shall begin with the northeastern part of
changvat Ubon, with ampho Khemarat, which, as will be seen from
the accompanying sketch ma.p, comprises a long stretch of country
lying between the low forest-clad range of Phu Phfi..n and the
mighty Mekhong river. The Kui living here a1•e of the M'lo tribe,
their villages lying in the southern part of the district. in 1917 they
numbered about 3,550 souls, and they could still speak their mother
tongue besides Lao. They cultivated red (clearings in the jungle),
hunted and fished, bnt had a bad reputation as cattle thieves and
~pium smokers. The remainder
., of the population of this ampho
were Thai or Lao J{cw in the central part, and Phuthw: in the
northern part, where also lived a small colony of IOta Brao and
Khct Lovae who had cmne over frorn the other side of Mekhoug. ln
our time they had become orderly, settled people though still
Speaking their own guttural tongue.
South of the district, of Khemarat, lies the wild mountainous
and tiger~infested am.pho Suvarnavari that extends right down to the
Mnn at it.s outlet in the great river, and for a short 'distance below
the same ... Wild elephants used to abound in district, .as well as
other big game.,. 1'heinhabitants, l~esides Lew Kao, were Ku'i; M'lo,
nn~bering about 4,600 individuals, and they seemed to be of quite
a good oaort. Both sexes are rather tall people, the girls being fair
skinned with often almost regular features. They wore their hair
long in contrast to most of the other k. td women of t.hat time.
These K ui were of cleanly habits and had frank and attractive
manners. Some Lao V ieng were also living here. They seemed
superior to the ordinary Lao, several of their young girls being
very han<tSome. The K ui call this ampho Khong Chiain. The latter
word means elephant, and the. first is part of the name of the ·great
I'
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river Mekhong. At a eertaiu place along the river bank the elephants,
both tame and wild, used to S"\Vim across the river but as many of
the tame elephants were severely. bitten by a kind of ferocious river
tortoise, called, in Siamese tapha 'P nam., the big pachyderms are now
ferried over on a timber raft .. Old people, when questioned, replied
that fol'merly the entire territory of the two a.mpho of Khemarat and
Snvarnavari were inhabited solely by K ui, probably all of the In
JJ1'lu. rrhere were also living some 800 Lao Soai, former ...¥l'lo, in
this district and on the small strip of land south of the mouth of
river Mi.in there was a colony of Kha .Hinhao who had crossed over
from the French side of Mekhong.
We will now ourselves cross over the Miin river to the
ampho of Phimun Mangsahan. rrhongh at present peopled by
numerous Lao .Kav there can be no doubt· that it really is old Ku1:
tenitory, the t.wesent 'l,hai inhabitants having dispossessed the
former Ku·i o·wners, and as a rnai,ter of fact there ·were still over
2,300 Lew Soa1;, fonner J(ui JYI'ai, living there. To the west of
this nmpho lies that of Warinchamrap, just opposite t.he large,
prosperous town of Ubonrajadha.ni, capital of the former circle of
the Saine name (the town lies on the northern bank of the Mun
river). rrhe terrninus of the Bangkok-Ubon railway line is in
Warinchamrap. ln 1917 the population of this ampho was made
up of Lao Kao and Phnthai, besrdes 11,400 Lao Soai, former Kui
M'a·i, and 2,~00 pure Kui .ll!l'a'i, still speaking their mother tongue.
rrhe .Kui of this district possess in n1any cases quite "'Me lane sian
features, being clark-skinned a.nd curly-haired.
The
.
, belief in black
n1~gic (phi pob) so common among the S~ of changvctt Kalasin,
Sakol Nakhon and Nakhon Phanom, is also held by the K'1-~i here.
Along the cart track leadin~g from Warin to Khnkhan, lies a group
of large villages: Ban Khilek, Na Non, Na Suang, etc., inhabited by
the so-called Lao Soai who speak a peculiar singing kind of Lao.
rrhe whole territory of Warinchamrap, I was told, was formerly
Kui M'ai. The inhabitants of the said group of villages seemed
to be somewhat progressivet their fields being well tilleQ, and they
were the owners of many fa.t, red cattle. Besides this there were
~
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temples in all their vi llaget:>, l·ach \ViU1 a good cleau salit (rust

house).
rro the south and southeast of ampho Warinchamra.p is the
extensive amph(J of Det Udom which il1cludes tl1E sub-ampho of Ban
Boa Buntharik, the territory of the latter e:x;tending right down to
the Dong Rek range.
Amph() Det Udom is a densely fm~ested and
very wild dist,rict, ill-reputed for its savage man-eating tigers and
its aggressive wild elephants whjch have been known to enter and
attack the rniserable collections of hovels, which the K'l~£ call
villages, making much havoc. 'l'he whole district is moreover

considered very unhealthful and fever-ridden.
Its population
consisted in 1917, besides Lao and Phuthai, of some 6, 700 Lau Sort£,
former Ku-i JJ1'a/i, and Yo and 3,800 ptut- K"wz: .~.W'a:i. Son1e of the K~ti
M' a·i lived to the norbheast of tlw mnpho .headquartn'S right on the
border of ampho Phirnun in Ban N6n Kharn and also Ban Som
Sa-at to the southwest; to the south the· /{ ui M' a·i m·c mixed with
the Phuthai setUers of Ban Bm~tharik, and a lot of intern1arriage
between these t,wo groups has taken place. The Ku-t; M'a·i are often
as black as chimney sweeps, ugly and negroid looking, but individuals with fine regular features do also occur, especially among the
wmnen. There see.ms to be a slighf. diffierence between the
dialects of the M'ai and JI!I'lo.
The ampho of Kantraraks (formerly Uthnrnphornphisai and
more recently called Na:rn Om) li:s to the southwest. of Det Udom.
It is a wild rugged country, covered with virgin fore$t or jungle
and extend; right down to the Dong Rek range (which is the border
of the Kingdom~Jf Cambodia). Near the hills, in some places, is
rolling grass .. covered land deeply intersected by many small
rushing water courses that descend from the slopes of the hills. Th<~
district used to teem with big game such as wild buffaloes, gaur,
banteng, sa.rnbha.r eld deer, bears ancl tigers; there were also many
wild elephants. The population consisted in 1917 of 15,000 Kinner,
14,800 Kwi M'lo, 850 Ku-Z: ·K antoa and 1,000 Lao V'iengchan
colonists, the latter living in a large well-built village st1rroundecl
by a broacfnatural moat, whence comes the. name, Nam Om. The
K u,i here looked very decadent, living in miserable hovels, and the
I
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cultivation of their fields and rwi being 1nost primitive. They had,
like their Ii:hmM' neighbonrs, a vel'Y bad name as cattle lifters.
They are an unhealthy people too, suffering much from skin
diseases, especially ihe children, son1e of \vhom were covered frpm
neck to feet. with what in the sunshine l'esembled silvel'Y scales!
rrhis kind of skin disease is very common among the Salcct.'i of the
Malay Peninsula. rrhe Ku-i possessed many humped catt.lo of
which they seemed to be quite fond. Living among the K hmm'
were some l{hmer 8 oat:, former K n1: M' a;i,,
To the north of amph(i Kant.raruks, lying between tlw
arn:pho of Wa,rinchamrap and Srisaket, is the a.mph·a of
Kantrat·om which has territm·y on both sides of tlw Mun river. Its
southern part h; cov(wed with dense forest, with only a few habita~
tions; it includes a portion of the Dong Din Daeng ridge, as also
does am ph Kantraraks. There nso to b~ many ferocious black
panthers living in the big forest which did much harm to the Ku;i's
!}attie, and at time attacked peo1-'le too. (We had once a black
panther h;sidc our camp, but I1e was scared away by t.lw blazing
camp fire).
rrhe population C0118isted of rrhai. people and K zl!!:, the
latter being in tho majority. There were B,530 M'lo, 2,600 M'loa.,
2,500 M'a·i, 1,630 fl()t and 1,120 Y(j, besides 7,600 Lao Soa:£, former
K wi .Zt!l'lo, Y ij and Hot; U1P 'I'hai element nnmhere<l some~ 5,300
persons, L?w Krw m1d V'£eng·, 'l'hri~t: KmYt.t ancl Phu.tha·£ (4,400). rrhe
Kui M'loa here, whose dialect clii'l:ers slightly from that of theil'
southern and southeastern brethren, the 111' ai and the M'lo, seemed
more progressive than these. A good example is seen i\1 the large
K 'Wi ]lf'loa vi1lage, Ban .Dom, where the houses are well built and
.
solid, and the inhabitants look clean and ordedy. During the colcl
seafjon when the northern monsoon. is steadily blowing, thiS'vic1nit.y
is recognizable from far away hy the humming sound of the nmlt\.
tude of kites flying high up in the ah; t.he hmnming sound, not disagree able to one's ears, is produced by a musical bmv attachl'c1 t.o
the forepart of the kite.4

o.

.

~

4 Lord Raglan, in his excellent "How Caine Civilization?" says that
the origin of this humming instrument is, to some prhnitives~ the sacred
bull :roarer (op. cit. pp. 129-130). Did the K'lti inherit it from the Melane ..
sians f
;
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'rhe amph·o of Srisaket is the head district of the changvat
of the same name, and the town is, today, quite prosperous because
of its trade in paddy nnd timber 1 for which it finds an ontl0t
thtongh the railway connection wit.h Bangkok. The am.pho of
Srisaket was formerly all Kui. Even today, when all the inhabitants speak Thai or Lii,o (with a peculia1• accent) they are con1monly
called Sow£ 81 r·isaket. rrhe Srisaket girls are known for their good
looks and fair skin, and 1nany of thPJn used to 1narry Sianiese
ofticials. Already as far back as in 1.911 most of the so-called
Lew S oai did not know to what K.u·i tribe theh· parents be longed.
rrhe population in 191.7 numbe1•ed over 27,000, of 'iVhich only oneseventh were of pure 'l'hai blood: ther•P were approximately- 17,000
Lho 8ort/i, former Yo and M'lo, with a sprinkling of J{hmer who
110\V all speak the Lew K iw dialect, furthern10re 5,850 K tti M'lu,
110 M'wi and 300 Khmer. 'ro the east of 1n.oa·ng Srisaket, in Ban
Phonsai a.nd Don there lived Kl.M; YO' mixed with Pkutha.1: settlers.
Ban Non Kwanv and four more•villages were also said to be J(w:
Y"o, though some thought the villagers were rather Tha·i Y-i:tai
come down fl'Om the_. north (a.mpho Akat Amnne·y in cha.ngvrt.t
Nakhon Phanom. is people(l by Thrt·1: Y i"ta·i).
rrhe large old
fortified village called Ban Lamduan Yai, south of moang Srisaket,
on the road to Khukhan, is inhabited by Lao Soa·£, former Kw£
.JJ1'lo, though we suppose then1 rather t.o bCl former Yo as thev.
possess the old Yo tradition about, which more anon. Another
Lho Soa/i ;''illage is lying south of this old fortresH, but further
south all is Khmer, right down to the border hills.
The Srisakd
people, whether•Li'i.o, Soa£, K·wi or Khmer, did not seem to be the

.

best rna:erial for ·a conscripted gendarmerie as they had, at least.
formerly, a bad reputation as cattle thieves and gamblers. From
the point of view of intelligence, however, they do not lack anything, and we have had very good gendarmerie officers who were
Soa•1: born at. Srisaket..

rl,he a112pho of moang .Khukhan, which fol'lnerly gave its
name to ~he present. province of Srisaket (due to its being the
provincial heaqnarters), lies ahnost due south of S1•isaket '\vi'b11 its
I
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territory extending down to the Dong Rek hills.
It is, especially
to the south of the town of Khukhan, a wild forest and junglecovered country full of wild animals, and much feared for its
malignant fevers. The population consisted in 1917 of 32,000
J{hrner, 6, 260 Lew V•ieng settlers and 17,800 K u·i, divided in 12,450
M'lo, 2~250 M'a·i, 1,240 Y'o and 470 P'(yrr, besides 1,400 Lito Soa•i
(formerly Kui M'lo). The l(hmet· living to the east of the town
included some Khmer SoiJ,.i. To the northeast of Khnkhan town
lie t~re villages of Ban Damyae and Boa Ralum from which came
the leader of the fanatical Phn-mi-b :.n uprising in 1903. A much
smaller• and less dangerous movement broke out in amphri Kantraraks in 1916, the leader of this movement also declaring himself tp
be the possessor of supernatural power·s. Such ideas are very
characteristic of the--in a spiritual sense.-somewhat unbalanced Kh.:-t.
OJ.' Mol populat,ion of the wild back lands of Cambodia, Annam and
Laos .. There are both K·ui M'loa anc1211' villages \Vest of Khnkiran
on the way to Sangkha.

lo

The ampho of Hasrisalai, sometimes called moang Khong,
after a large, old fortified place (now deserted) lies to the northwest
of Srisaket, on the nort,hern bank of the river· Mun. It is an open
fertile country dotted over with villages which are situated amidst'
groves of tamarind anc1 mango trees, bamboos, cocoa palms and
banana plantations 'l'he populati~n consisted in 1917 of some 2, 700
. Kwi Yo and 23,000 Lao Soa-i (formerly Yo) who had changed
their language to that of Lao K. ao, but even the "plne'i
"\Vere
30 years .ago quickly forgetting their ancestral tongue, and llO'W, in
1948, there are probably none left speaking the K lt·£ Yo language.
\Ve remember that already in 1913 the so-called pure Y ,(j could
often only remember a few hundred words of their proper language
and were nnable to count to more than ten in Yo.

Yo

'rhe K u·i Yo of Rasrisa lai and elsewhere have a curious
tradition (also known in Ban Lamduan Yai) the literal authenticity
of which seems doubtful. Acco!rding to this b'adition--or n1yth--a
certain Phya Takaxila left Burma about the year 1810 ~~.D. with
500 Y'o fo1lo .wei•s of both . sexes due to the oppression of t.he

'
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BnrmrRe king.
King Ann.

H0 emigrat.e!l to Vieng' chall(t,

thi:'ll

governrd by

However, not being treated well by him LhE• Yri people

left. again and. went down the Mekhong l'ivE'r to Hc•tt.]o at .Ohamj)aSftk on the island of Khong.

Again snfl'el'ing oppJ'eRsion lwre the

y(j wandtn•ers moved up to Khnkhan and from tlwre to their
present habitat. In the Kbuk:ltan clii:!tl'ict t.]H'l'E' are :;till a nnmhPJ'
of Yo villag08, and in Rnsri::lalai tlwre were twenty of tlwi1·
villages in 1917. However, uld men in that yeal' estimate([ tho
tot.al nttml>el' oJ' f(·tM' Yo-speaking individuals to be ahout. 4,000
souls only. Their dialect resembles that of the Kw' () nJHI N'tra.
at li!Jl.u. Pr·ei but with some important differences. A dc•tailed
study of the various dialects of the Kui language would pl'nllably
show that Ktti Yo, together with Uw language• of tlw Chrto Bon
o.r N·irt. J(uoll, comes nearer to t,Jw 111on langnagr than moHt. (Jj' Uw
other ·Mon-K lml!J'I' languagt~s. Is the ahovn tradit.ion nnt. a J•ather
confused. l'ccollect.ion (theHr peoplo forget quickly) ol' the Ku.v:
tribe's emigration from Intlia more than 3,000 yrars ago, wlH'n the
Aryan conqncRt (!.rove so many Anstro-As:iatie P<'oplPs out of Imlia?
'l'hc coum!etion wi!;h Llw uame of ('ra) kaxila might lw a hi11t h1
t.hat. clireet.ion. A largP Yo Jamily has taken 'l'almxila fn1· a family
mnne.

.

'l'he y(j

aN'

w<dl and Kt.rongly built withayr•IInwiNh-ln·own

01· even coppc'l'·l'Cd Hkin colom·. 'i'lwir gn.y women w<,lll oJ'tc•n with

theil· breast.!'\ nncovr1·ed, smoking large eigal'etteH (like• tlu• Hm·.
mesc• wnm~n). It seems that the moralR of t.hr Yii Rllffer "\Vlwu
they change ov~r to LfLo, witneRA the daring proposaiA <''Xchang(>(!
(in song) bet.weC'n the two Kexes, which is ~:~t.r·ongly :in cont1·aKt to
the rlrfle~lt ~mel timid behaviom nf Lhe KhnlO?' girls. Still thf>
chnnge.over tn thf> Lao en Hure rlnes IDL'au a consid(•J·allle gain
from the mate1·inl point of view. In 1917 the pn1:e 'rhni elements
in this nmphii were only about ~.200 Lho J((w, 300 J.'hai K!wr•ct.t,
and a thousand Phttthrtv: settlers. ~'hat. the Y(j l ang·nagf• was
formel'ly spoken furthel' nGrt.h is proved by the existence of the
Lao Bor~~~ in the rtmJ.Jhn of Maha Ohanachni, which. lies to the
no1·t.heast of Rasrisalai on the weste1·n bank of Lam Ohi, ancl ahw
I

'
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am.11h;i Kltam Khiian K:t''''• lyi11.t.: t" tit•· lllll'tiJI'a:-;1 or till' laLt('l'and
Oil t lw t•<t:-ilt•l'll IJank of L:un Ohi.
ill till· Malia Olullta('IHti d iKl J•iet
tlu•J'P Wl'l'l' in HH7 ,.;oJlll' l.'\0() j,(tu ,)'orti (p ao,ooo L1w Kiw, whil•·
in (.\w Kltau1 Khrtan lb•·IJ di;;triet tht.'l't.' \\'l'l't.' i\7,:,oo Uw l\au to
DUO Dhu ,)'ul/i, who li\'l'd in j(.;.; HtlltlhwuHl\'l'n pat·t. 'rhc•HI• Liw Sowi
\\'l'l't• all f~>t'l.llt'l' Kui Yii.
Am11hrj Uthulllllhoi·nphi,;ai (fot'Hlt•t·ly l'nd1in Sri:mkl'l, i.e.

Wl',.;(••t'll

St·i:-;akl'l)

lyi11g lo t lit• ;.;onthw1•Kt of S1·i;.;akl'(. aut\ lltuK

i;.; a l'c•rlilt•, Wl'll-eulllvull'd and denHt•ly
populalt•d plain with aii'I':Itl~· ill 1!117 IIVI'I' oti,OOO inhahitanlH.
OJ'
l IH' :~\l latulH>IIt-< (vill:q.(l' group;.;) ;~;~ Wl't't' JJw 8oni wit.h H~,il80
fnl'tllt't' /{lli y;·,, M'lfJ a11d Jr'lon; i\ wnl' lllll'" f{u.i, ~2 wut't' Klmuw
i1'rm.i, and :2 Wt•t'!' Klti/l.tW mix.l'd. with Dau and Phztlltni. 'l'J1P !Ot?nC?'
8uai Wl't'l' f•ll'lllt'r J.:'ll,.i kl'loa.; t.lll: pnt'l' l(ui WPt't• dividt-1l into
,.;oulh of

Ra;.;t·i;.;a]ai

fi,7o0 Jlf'loa, :..l,OIJO 11l'lv, 1.7~20 Knndrra.f., \JOO l!f'ai awloldJ' 100 yii.
'l'Jmi IH'opl1· iJl('htd;·d l,4fi0 Plmthni and 1,200 Uw Vieug. 'rlw
•
8()(/'i II I' I hi~ litrgP d iHL t•i c(; WUI'l~ H!l iullllH [J'i<HHl mttl .not UltaLLI'tte(.iVI.!
puovlt.· who had t·:tpitlly adnr>tcHl 'l'Jmi <.mHnro and. lmt t.(ttagt•. ln
aneii.•Jil day:-; LhiH tliHll'iet. may htLVC' play~>t.l an iuql•n·Lant. rolo.
Tlw lat·gl' tdd [uJ'I,ifw•l vi! bg<·, ealled Ban Sri1 Ku 111 pht•ng Yai wit.h
itH l\'hmm· Ll'l!liJl•: t'ttiltH and Ht•ahmnnie H<'ttlptttt't'H, may lttLVt: hvun
\.]w eltit•t: U:nnl1odian town ttlll'(.\t of t.lu: Dollg H.uk l'tmgu, JWrha]lf:\
Jli.'X.l lo
l'llimai.
Sueh a eon<.:l.uHiOJ.l 1-j()(!UlH valid in Vil'W or
inHtl'ipt.ioHH in thu P!t1·a Viltat· moulllain lt•JJtplc· dating hack to t.lti.'
IJt.lt-lJ.t.!t cvnltll'Y A. ll.
,

'!.'Itt.· Kwi
tlw Jladtly by
t ,.,, .. l t'tutk)

oJ:

t.iPl>ing

~(il'IK, likl' l

(l<>'lllltlillg il

.

b1•it· J(hmill' and Si:nm:t-~t' HiHlut'K Llll'I'Hh
iH a llllll'l:tr (a

whiJ~.. t lt.l' Lftn ~dl'l~ all
lnmml•!t' ,,,.

Jll't::;:mt·e of t.ht• :l'uol

JHH1lltlt'l'

wh~.·t•t•nJ't.~.~t·

hollow~d-out pit!m• ol' a

tH:W (.Itt•

k~,·~uk lc?Y.ulita.nr/',

wlt.idt

i~

.llliiVI'tl

a

~m·t

tqrwnt·tl hy a

it. i;.; lufL (,o !'all tlown by i1H own

wl'ight i·11lo tlw mortar emttaini11g· HH• pad1ly which iH

thut·t~by

\Vlwn the 1\.ui change• llVl'l' t.o he LU,o t hoy ;Hlopt Lheil'
mamtl'l' uf Lht·utthillg thl· ]Huldy alr;o, whet·PaH.if tl1oy lweonw Khme?'
they ::;tick to the aeenHt.ouwtl one. A::; Utl' Soo·i of 'Ut1nnnphompltisai at'<' vut'Y rn·olific their numlwl'H umy 11uw, ll11ll'l' than 30
(.hrc•ttltl'tl.

-;

Erik Seidenfaden

170

years lakn·, have <lonblucl. 'l'hey are (~sscnLially a paddy-growing
peopl<) and shnnld by selling their grain gnin a handsonw retnrn,
if not LJ•icked by the all-pervading foreign miclcllmnun who, today,
seem to have bucome the economic masters oJ' Northeai:ltl)l'll Siam
too. 'l'hc• trnnk railway :from Ubun to Bangkok puSI:i<:'S right

through the center of this ampho.

Ampho Ratmwlmri is situated to Llw no:rthwest. of Uthnmphornphisai, having for its northel'll border the l'iver of 1\'Iiin. It
was fol'Inorly a densely wooded disLrict full of wild animal:;,
among thorn many t:)lephants, but its thrifty population has, by
clearing tlw jungle, changerl most of it into fel'tilu fit•lcls. The
lJOpulation h1 1917 numbered 24,000-odd perHons; viz: 21,780 Lao
Soa1:, former K.u·i .L11'l~, 2,440 Kwi .L11'Z3, 130 Khmer Soai, also
former .L1:f'W and 420 Khmer, besides a sprinkling of '1' hcd Khm•ett
traders. 'rhe veoplt• (l:l' Ratanahuri produced mneh sngm· and.
probably still do so. It. is to. bt' noted that the physiognomy of
the Kui of Ratanabnri is absolutely clifl:erent from that. of the Lao,
the girls often being fair-complexione(l and very hanilsmnu. J~\te:illg
the district of Ratanabnri, to tho north of the Mun, lic•s the
extensivl~ Suvarnaphum plain, partly ineludecl in thn am.phij of the
sam~ name (changvat Roi-Et). In 1918 tho population eonsiHted
• of 44,000 Lao Vieng, 150 Lao 8'oai, former [(ui Yo, 540 Yo and
400 Kh'mer. The Yo may by n~w have become quitP assimilttted
by the large Thai population,

-

To 1:he south of a:mplzo Ratanabnri is the ampho of Sikharaphum with its civil headquarters at Ban Anan. 'l'hirty years
ago its extensive plains wet'O already fairly well cultivated. The
numbel"d for the various ethnic gronps were then given as follows:
13,000 Kui M'loct, 4,300 Kui M'lo, 5,900 Lao SoCl'i, forml·r M'loa,
4,000 Khmm· Eloai, former M'lo and 3,200 Lao v,:eng, t.he iatter
being ne\vcomers; thel'll were also 3,900 Khmer. The Kui M'l3
(some say thc•y really are M'rd) living in the large prosperous

.

. village of Ban Sann·ongLap were very attractive people, being
clean, 'hOJ.!est and industrious.
Their fine strapping girls were
nice, gay, but modest persons. 'rhe K'ui of Samrongtap were well

1
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known for Uwir hngn watert;ight bask.ets .tor st.oring paclcly and
rice, some of them being brc·ast high and holcling eonsiderable
quantities. In thL• Kni M'loa tmnbon at Ban Prasat is situated
the fine oltl Khmer sanetnary, called Pmsat Rngai, with Us five
towers, one of the he8t preserved Khmer monuments in Siam.

Amphij Suenphinikhom lies to the northwest of arnJ)h(j
Ratanalnui ct)1(l nfn·th of ampho Sikharnphnm and. amphu Surin.
Itto: territory is partly covered by forest, the extensivP and highlying Khok, the western part of whieh grows on th>: tall clay-ish
l'iclge on the bank oE the broad M fin rive l' plain, called Phu Din
alHl Phn Dong Sala.
Tlw IJOpnlation munhered. in 1917 some
45,000 :individuals, mostly Mon-Khmer peoph!.
The figmes given
wm·e 11,200 Kwi ./JIJ'lu, 1,5GO K:wi Jli' a'i, 12,600 Khme1· Soai, 8,250
L'i;t,o 8omi mt<l 1,500 Khme1·. The• Thai c·lr•ments included l-\,250
Dew ICftu, 420 Lew V'iono and 400 Tha-i K m·nt. 'l'he Khnw· llvn in
t.lw t.l.tree Mfin river villages Ball. Dc'i'm, Ban Dni and Ban Prasat
whc•re t.l1e amrpho hl'adquarters are.
'l'hongh t,lwse I<wi aJ'l' 11uL very good. ;t! hou:w building or
farming they still HC'c·m to lw Homewhal supori01· to thoil' kinsmen
in tlw neighhotwing antz!hV. Quite a lot of thc•m are bold and
succ:Pssfnl eh!phaul huntc•!'FJ, :f.or instanec> i.hose in Ban Ch6m Plp·a,
and especially their K:wi M'tl'i Ol' K tti Eng 1Jl't't.hrc~n £rom the three•
la1•ge palisaded villages, Ban Takllng, Chanda ancl Kaehan, :;tanding
on the weste.t·n srmr of the Phn Din-Phn Dong Sala ritlge. In
1917 the villagers here wore the ow1wrs of muro ihan 9.0 big
hunting elephants.
'l'he Ku1; hunters used to g'll
-.,. tlown into the
Chmupasak terrHory every rainy season, and they generally
rctmned with 20-25 wild Plephants caught, llwn·. In 191()!17 Kui
lnmtt:•rs caught BO oj' these huge IJachyclel'lm: on tlw 1'hnng Kanhgng in Champasak. Thwi Yuan (North Siamese), Slums and
Burmese came from far away to buy elephants :i'rom the KU<i to
sell to tho :mnropean t.imher companieto: for work in ·their lc•ak :f.on·st
concessions. Prices were .not high ancl some.• :i'ew years before (in
1914) t.hc Ku·i sold 10 elephants :for 20,000 Baht. only. "'rho Ktti
are a gay and thoughtless lot. When they have received money

•
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'l'IH'L'l' al'l'

trun lntn.~ (uHn·it-lJLnking

monic•s) to be held in tlw tornplt•s, gifts to be Jll'usentod to

t'l'L't'·

lllll!lk::;,

ancl their own uatf:c girls t.o l>e given go !den and sil Vel' ot'naments,
m•eklaeus and ht·ttedt'ls; 1uuch fl·asl.ing and drinking goes on in t.Jwir
vi'llngus. Sometimes one mighl-, meet a long filu oJ' ulephants walking
::;outh to Sul'in; i.u the hrnvdnlu; i:lat smiliug Ku·/ men anu t.Jwir
wonwn; they wo1·e lilt thoir way tu maln' pm·chases in themadwt.nf
the provincial capit.al. WP l'l'UWmlwr mooting, just. at thr beginning
of the rainy season mauy yNns ago, a whole procession of 113
oleplnmt.s, garlanclud and rlecked with flowori:l and colon red ]1UlX' r
tinsel, and mannell 1Jy a not llllik snbe1· hnt vury jovial comptnry.
'fhoy wert' K·ui underway froJtJ. Bl1n Kachau In Ihe wat or temple
in Ban 'l'alw with Heve,ral young nak buat--eandidalee~ fm ent.ry
into thn Bnduhist. pl'ieE:\t.lwod..
At Ban Dong Krapb lliL'I'r• UE:lLHl to
be held tm annual thankgiving f'L·ast in holHII' of Ihl' pow,·l'fnl local
guardian sviri.t.
SL•veral lnm~ll'l•dtJ of ft;~lal-elad pr•nplu o:E hot,h
sexes gatlwred tJwru (thitl was iu 1<\dJt·mu·y 1917 ). Alcohol and, a
:fish were plu cod in the s?tn tabu chrto ban m· spirit hou;;e, a simple
wooden eonstrnction ontsidr>. the village, withont any kind oJ an

image. An old man officiated at tho ceremony, loading Uw lll'!t)'<~rs
Lo the thephar·alcs (spirit); wax cancllPs were lit, alcrJhol wal:l drunk,
while t,lw assembled people salnted the spirit ·with mighty rom•fl of
Hhonting. Soon evcryono was r;lttlwr tipi:ly.

-

The young J(u·i gil·ls of these Pleplwnt hnntors' village:; ure
rather tan·and fairer than l;he Khmer or Lao girls whom LhPy nt'l'
gnite unlike illJ)hysingnomy. They look very atlt·al·J,ivc: in thci1·
~ertically striped silken phrt sin (skirts) ydlow and pink silken Bcm·veK
round t.heir prominent breasts, and arms and necks adornPrl with
their gold or silver trinkets, nut. to speak of t.he \Vhit o or 1·ed
flower~ stuck coqnet.tishl~7 behind. their oars. We wnndet· f1·um
whom these Ku,i gil' Is could have inherited theit· good look;;?
Could it 11e :from t.he "Enropoid'' Indonesians or the Wed<lahs r
(1'hl:'. young 8alca·i ·girls are often very pretty).
Evet·ything
. pertaining to the hunting of elephants in Siam (also by 'the Ku·i
and Khme·r) has of comse hutm minutely treated in a most scholarly

'
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Exenllv!le~·

Phyn Tnd.t•:t Mm.tll·i Sri Ultandt·a
JlilJH'I' iu the Jnul'llal nl'
lilt• 8inm St,t·iety, whi\'lt hm: t'tlt'I'VI~I· lH•t;!lllH' :t tli!KHil;,5 At th1•

lll<lllJlt•t·

Kutttai':L (M1·. F.JI. <lilt•H) in hiK \\'1•11-lmown

hig l'lupllanl tl1•ivr• aL Loplml'i in 1\l:ty 1\liiR tlll'l'l'

\\'Cl'P

munug otlten:

a hal ('h oJ' 1\.ui Pll•plumt. lnmlel'H wit\1 t hl'it· ,,.<•ll-trainotl :miluals.

AnqdtiiOintm]llllllnll'i lit·~

1111

tlu.• nnl't.ltr·t·Jl h:mk of tlH··Mr111

t'iYnt•, to i Itt• Wl'~l oJ Su1·aph inikl'\m. 1t i~ llJH'Ii t:mmt IT eou~iHt ill~\·
or ro\Jing p\aillH <illllllHt. dew)jiJ oJ' fot't'Kt Ill' [!'()(•~; (]tO yj\lag'l'l' ili'P
Jt~>al'ly

all built on tht• top:-: ol' hilloekH ill llt'dl•t' to avoid llw :Lllttnal

iltllllll:d-ioni4 t:ntHell hy t 1!1• t·ivut· 1\tfiin. M:llly oJ \.ltt•:-:n hil\11ek:-1 wen·
fol'l ifiod plaeeH it1 oldt•u cla~·~.

lu 1917 lh1·J'I' Wl!t'l~ living in thh:
disll'il:l aho11l 1:1.000 1\.lmu!r ,<.,'otl'i, formt·r IO:ui .M'lo. aH W(•l'n alHn

!lw

:1,~100

!{ (w.

ltovl'IH;

/;ao Soa·i, KlllJtu ,100 'J'lwi A"hu?'lll :md alll,ul G,OOO Lao

'rltey
llt1•y

Wt•J'C

Hl!IKlly a •·:tl lim· lowly lot. living in miHc~ralllt•
la;~,y and ltad a 1Jlt\l 11mnP in l he

wnt·n l'tullteJ'llttll'l·

n~l:ot•tlH oJ' llw :tHihol'itil'i'l.
'l'lw lltioV<!H ot' t.IJI'f't• l'it·elt•f\ (Na.klton
Ra:iaHima, Uhon and Hoi.gt) \\'l'l'lJ :-:~tid to lind an aHyhun hot·o. '1'11(~
Lill in g of t.\11~ lie ld s ho t'f:\ waH vo t'Y ]ll' im it ivn, :1u d 'oft.PH, al'l.nl' I h t! mHI
or lh!• ltat'VC'HI alld lit~< lltl'!'Hltillg or lltl' l'il'(', I·III'HI' 8oa-i IIH!'d ill Iii'!'\\'
lllllOIJ liq11111' willt tlt1• t-\ad l't'HIII.l lltal. dlll·ing 1\w lllOIII·IiH or
l>otc~ntlll~t·-.l:t.JIIIHI'~· !ilW migltt. find wholt• villagp~: happily drHnk-aud tlt:l'l i't'llltt t ltu t•m·ly llllll'ttitq.(. 'l'l1c: 8orti (and A'h'lllm') hot'!' :tt'P
a p1d~·glnl 'Jot, ntau,r or lltnm.HpPaking lwllt ],'hl!lt!1' aud 'l'ltai
l>nKitlc•H K·wi. i\t llll'i I' :-:pi!· it. i'PHI.ivnls :rnut:lt dmwiug, Hltouling :md
thiuking go on, d1il'tllg' wltit·.h lilt' giriH m•t• vt:t·~· d:tt•ing•

AnqJ!tii PhakllaplnnuphiHai i:4 tlH· liiOHI Kontltwr•Hl-nl'll or tlt.t•oJ' clut11{/'Uat Hoi-IM. Tt iH a c·.ntmlry 11.1' •·oMing plains with
low l'id~·:eK and nntnm·ou~< hil.loekH, gnm:t·all~· hut H)llll'H<'ly .wtHH)t•<l.

tt.rn 1phii

It bortlc•t':4 to tlw i40ltlh 1111 lt.m.Jiltii OlmmyHHllnui :md lolhl' Wl':-\l Ill!
Plmt.t.haiHong, chan{}V(It lhnit·mu. Its prl]mlatimt in 1\117 r·oni4b.:lt•tl
11f ~~.000 Ku.1· M'ln, 1.100 r.:Hi Yii, ,1:00 Lao Soo;i, .ron;1m· .Zvl'l~.
'l'herP woro l,HfiO Khtner aw.l Jn:m~· Thai; vi>~: 14,500 ];ao Kao :tJJ•I

.

.

l,i\;j() 1'lud Klw9'rtt. Thi;.; pnpulnt.ion hall fonnel'ly. a \'f't'\' had
name as eatt.lo thieveH, gamh lerR and vagnhnndH. ~'lw tt.m phil
5. Vide J.S.S. Vol. XXIII, part 2.

•
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heatlqum·ters lie inside .lt large ol<l fortifiefl place with tall
rampal't.s and broad watl;lr-filled moats. Moang S{ut is :tnother olcl
fm·t.ified place in this di.stl'ict.
Remains of a former K tti populat.ion

:~re

also found in cun2)ho Wapipt•n.chnm, lying to the north of

Phakha.phum]lhisai, wher·<:· iH 1917 lived t~omc ~~.700 Kui 111'l0,
lwsi<les 5,700 ](hnuw and unnwronH 'l'ha.i JJnrmlat.ion; in t;lH• tf.Jri.JJhi;
o.l Kasetvisai (also in chan(tlxtt Roi-Et) t.hel'e were no J(wi

left.

hnt still Rome 1,150 Khmer.

:l!'l'om this nol'Olel'n excnrHion wo w.ill go sout.ll to Lhe 11m1.2lho
of Snrin, which iH we~:~ternmol':!t of t.lw amph;j oJ' Ow d1.rmuvat or
the same nn.me; it is genorally accounted t.o be a IOuner distrit:t
ww excellence, as all t.lu• inhabitants of its Hi taml,ols are Khmer.
In the miilcl1e of the ll:istrict :tl'e va~t fertile pndrly field.H, while to
the nol't.h and sonth extensive forests <·ovel' the· gl'ounu. Moa.ng
Smin iH an impn!'tant. l'ailway station for the exJHirL of paddy. lu
1917 tho Khmet• popnlat;ion numbered some 4 7,000 in<lividn:th>;
t.lwy :we decent and. inr1ust.rions peoplo. rrhe Khme1" of Bnttambong
and I'hnompenh uRed, however, to talk somewhat disparagiug.ly
about them, calling them Northern Soai because of their llia.lect.
'fhe language spoken hy tho Khmer nm:th of tho Dong Rek range
is l'eal !( hmer ltll cl not Kui though 1vith a tlialoct.ical diH'm·enm•
:from. t.he tongne spoken iu tlw 0c•ntra 1 part oJ' tht' Kingdom oJ

..

Oam\HI<lia.

-

•

Amph~ Sangkhl\ is tho laRL K?.ti-peoplo<l dlHtl'iet. t.o IH•
tl'entoiL
n is Hitnated to the sonth of amphu Snriu and Sikhnl':tphnm and t.hns we~:~t of Khnkhan; its western lJorder adjoins the
t.el'J'itory of wnpho J)J·:.tkhoncluli of chanuvat Bm·ira.m while to the
sonth il• borders on Cambodia. The Dong Hek l'ange iwre pt~ters
out' int.o low eartlu.•tt ridgeH. 'l'he long Dong Din Daeng riclge ends
in this ampho too in a lwoacl sandy pine-,voodetl t:~pur. In 1917 the
wild elephants used to ft·oqnent t~he Sangkha clistJ·ict,_ ancl th0il·
dc\ep foot. prints oft.eD made riding and walking diffim:tlt along thl'
cal'l tracks. A'lnpho.Saugkha mns{have been an impOl'tant pal't
of the olti Cambodian empil·e, witness the many brick m· stone
sanct.nnries Which iWe found here. 'l'he population in 1917 nnmherecl

.
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altogel;her 2i.l,,JOO individual;;, of which number 13,200 wote tKhmm·
awl 10,200 Ka·i M'l~. '!'he sout.l.tca::JLoru port.ion of the distri'ct, ,that
nearest. to the frontier, was not. well known in our time, and was said

to contain many interesting things. Among them was a lone peaked
hill, called Phn Salil., on the top of which, we were told, was rt cave

wherein stood the image of a goddess with bn(falo

hol'lll:l

.intting out

from her temple's! She was mistakenly called Phra Phikuni. Near
the border, as well as fnrthor uast, 1:1outh of Khnkh an, we were told
that there lived Kha people--others said OhiJm. We suppose they
were simply. K tt-i p(jn·. It may be added that tho !Onner living
along the frontier, the so-called KhmrYr Donr1 or Kinner· P?t m'e in
general not culturally snperior to the Ku·i at all. The K·wi Jli'l3
girls of SangkhU. are rather tall, SWill'thy complexioned and full
breasted with strong limbs but ugly faces, having flat noses, coarse
months and often high cheek bones. They cut. their hair short
and dressed only in a very short, knee-length skirt.. 'l'hey were,
however, modest, a little shy and vt~ry soft-speaking Cl'eatures. Also
among these .f(wi a few individuals with almost regular foatnres are
met with, 'I' he J(.w: men, tall, ngl y fellows, are good walkers,
striding along for hours at six kilo metres an hour.
Before eoncluding these notes on t.he Siamese Ku·i a few
w~rds might be said about the so-call eel 8 ort.·i of WI/ }Jhij Mukdahii.n,
chan(!VIlt Nakhon Plwnom.
rrheS$( peoplo are in reality a mixture
of Phutlirt:i and So, and are thus distinct from our JCwi or 8oai of
the former circles
Ubon and Hoi-Et,
though the .S'~ also belong to
.
the Man Khme?' group, We regret never having had the opporLunityof visiting the h'rMi of Mukdahan, and are thus un<i4ble to give any
information as to their numbers or distl'i hution.

.

or

CONCLUSION
What are the Ku·i, ethnologically speaking? According to
Professor H.J. Fleure's thoughtful and 1•athei· convincir:-g theories, as
set forth in the Journal of tho Royal Anthropological Institnte of
Great Britain and Ireland,6 man (i.e. homo s~piens) nw[it pro bf.'b]y
6. Vide J.R.A.I. Vol. LXIII, 1937.
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evolved in Nor(;h Africa OL' Southwest or WesL Asia, Sahara, which
in late Pliocene was a t•ichly watered and fertile country, shottld be
the ideal place for the cradle of modern man, and from here be
emigrated to all the four corners of otu· earth. (Because of the ico
then covering Centml Asia this part of the earth mnst be considered
as unfit for the development of. homo sapiens). Both Pithecanthropus Erectus (.Java man) and Homo Pckinensis were drifts from the
west. The earliest drifts :from the west (after these pre-men) were
the Negritoes (who wandered as far as Sontheast Asia and New
Guinea); the Prato-Australians and the Weddabs. The latter two
groups are tlolicocephalics and this bead form is also found among
the Indonesians, Melanesians and the Ainu. of Japan.
From what
Dr. Fromaget7 has discovered of skeletal remains in Tham Hang
(Laos) one might hav,ard the following chronological order as regards
the migratory movements to this country: first (when exception is
taken to a possible cross between P. Erect,us and H. Pekinensis)
came the Negritoes, followed• by the P'roto-Anstralians, next the
Weddid and the Papuan drifts, and thereafter the :Melanesians. 'rhe
pre-men may already have arrived in the Far East some 400,000
years ago, when Insnlinde was still connected with the rest of
Southeast Asia. The Melanesians, who, like their predecessors,
came from India, were followed by the Indonesians coming down
from the north. The result of all these crossings and recr•ossings
of those human groups produced~ says Dr. Fromaget, a primitive
neolithic man who united in himself Europoid (Ainu, Polynesian
·-and Indon~sian) with his Negl'oid, Papuan, Weddid, Australoid and,
especially, S alcai traits .

•

Then about 1,200 yea1•s B.C. would the Mon-K hrner peoples have
c~ine o.qer from India, and they in their turn superimposed themselves
on the now strongly Melaneshm-Indonesian marked population.
That this overlying was not complete is seen from the several Indonesian lOth or Mol tribes, as well as the Ohams, who do not seem
either physically or linguistically to have been influenced to any
considerable extent, br the Man-Khmer wave. 'fhe latter consisted
7. Vide proceedings of the Third Congress of Prehistorians of the
Far East (Singapore, January 1988),
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ot: various /\'hit or Jloi t.rilll;B in I<'reneh Judoehina and of the lCn·i,

t.ht• Uhrw Hiln, or Nif/ l\.11ull, the Lwoit besides the jJiBn and
A·luncJ' proper, all in ~i:uu. 'l'lle I\.111: precede<l tho Khmel', who,
to hegin with, may m!ly h:wo been t•ern·esentecl hy a warrior class.
By and l1y the Khiii!W immigrants probably wrested from the Kwi
the J\Iok}tong valley and most of the Khorat plateau, as well as
Central aJHl Eastorn Cambodia. In onr particular case we should
t.hink iL reasonable to suppose that prior to the coming of the
1\ lwuw tho fnt•mor eirc;les of Uhon, Hoi-l~t and Udorn were popula.
ted by K tti oJ' various tribes, while the former circles of Nakhon
Hajasima, or K!tot·at, and Pltetehabnn were inhabitt.·cl hy Chrw Biin
and tWr haps 8um o P ld 'l'un!f f~llrll!{l or Y wn/Jt"l:.

Dnring historical

times, ft·om t.h•· Ut,h or lOth eon tury A.D. an<l onwards, we are.witness
to tho <~onlinnolls strong sonthwnrd push of tho 'l'hai along the
.MokiHHlg river. 'l'his JHuvomollt uf conquest was intensified and
qnielr(~IHJ!l (\Hl'ing the roign of the energetie and warlike Lao king,
Phra Chan Fa Ng.~ru (lili"Ja-lil7il), \'l"ho enlarged the kingdom of La.n
Chang (LHang Phmhang) to ornlmwo tho whole of Northeast Siam.
As we havo soon from Lhe foregoing this conquest of: the 'l'hai is
still goin~ on hy peaeoful moans, cnlturally as \V(~ll as linguistically.

Ft•om the dosel'iption of: :tho physieal traits of Glll' K·m: it
will lw seen that lH;t, a few diHtinct, LraitB charactel'ist.ic of their
t:or<H'llllllera may be roeogniv.od in "the present-cluy Ku:i. 'l'hus we
find tlHl Molanesians' :md Negritoell' cnrly h:tir, broad llut noses,
thir~k lipH and Hwarthy eomploxions in numerous indi'triduuls and~- _
porhttpH also in a few cases Lhe Australians' heavy 1.n•bital ridges
eoupled with a wavy-curly hair; but we also encounter the finer
featnrca of the Indonesianf:l cm1t Sakai (Weddid) with tlie fair'l:lr
skin eolour accoJnpanied by tho Mv·n Khmer square-shouldered
build. It, may be added that beaideH the real dwarf popn!ation
represented by the few hnndreds of Smnana living on the divide
hetween Patalnng and 'ft·tmg, and perhaps a few in Patani in
Siamese Malaya, there ai·e said to live some other small or smallish
folk in the depths of the oxt.ensive forest of Bang Ee t4bat covers
large tracts ot: Northeastern Ubon and Roi-Et.
These people
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are called 1J11-t Drwn{f (i ..o. tho rod children) by reason Of t}H · ;;h •H't
rod hair that covers their bodiei':l. This kind of hair ~8, u f con 1 '" ...
.
t .,;q'l'Y
characteristic of the Pygmies of Asia and Africo:
We
regre ·
much that due to pressure of our duties we never had time to ""' i~it
these interesting small folk.

When adding up the figures given for the individual aut ph;;
of Roi-Et aurl Ubon we arrive at the following numbers for t.h • · r..··u i
population some thirty years ago.
Kni Yu
Kui M'lua

72,000
6,800
23,620

Ktti M 'r,d & flJnu 11,170
Ku.i Hiit
l,fiRO
1,no
Kn£ Kand~·an
81:)0
Kui ]( rtnto(~

K1.ti P orr
Ktti Mttnn
f{u;£ Bcti
TOTAL KUI

-

Soa£ (Li'to & J(h.mM·)

"
"

,

"

,.,,

"
"

"

"
"
,,

R:l~~lf!ll

;tK, :.!

.~.t

I

1 s,:Hw

1. 7 .o f.J(l

11,70·
i\70
100
118,760

'l'O'l'AL 8 0 AI

1.7~1.o:m

Based on above figures the biggest Ktt£ tribe was t;h u t , If'
t~e M'Zo which, on the other hand, had lost more than half c • r i 1 H.
original nnmber::;, as far as these Mn be ascertained. The Y ;; H~~fun
rapidly to lose their language and ouly about one-eighth to o:ne-1.1. i l, 0 t
of their ori~irml number spoke their proper language as far 1 Hl.e k aR
in1917. There may now, a generation later, be none left talking J · ~; !
The M'loa hacf lost nearly half of their Kni-spealdng n u. :ru l u:r·H
•
wf1ile t:P.e M'ai were down to two-fifths of the original nl::u:.u 1 J «C~l·
speaking theit· old tongue. The [(1.ti Hot had lost three-fifths of' 1. h '(">
already small number who spoke K·ui. By the way, Hot is .l'(:> a 11" .
•• d
nickname--the word meaning asthma--and these K·ui really speak i:n
an asthmatic manner. Whether they were Ktti M'lo, M'loa, M • e·~·
·
•·· or
Yowewere not ablo to find out. Say that,as late asl919,there ....... (•.
•
'v .. l n
still 118,000-odd K1.d speaking their ancestral tongue how t:n w• ..

.. .

.\ ::\'"

wonlcl there be left now (30 years later) who can speak their c,],~
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language? Considerably fewer, no flonbt. Of the 179,000 ''Sorti''
the greater number were speaking Lao (146,000-odd) and only about
:33,000 had adopted Kliml,e'r as their new language. 'fhe gain from
the K ~t£ since then will snrely be in favoul' of the 'fhai language.
1.'be Khmtw, unlike theit· Kui eonsinH, do not give up their rwoper
It would certainly be interesting from the purely
language.
scientific point of view if an np-to-date lingnistic census could be
taken now hefo1•e it becomes too late.
In the year 1947 the Kingdom of Siam had a pormlation ol'
17 million. (Experts thing that the true figure comes nearer to tho
18 million marie) Of thir:~ number, ti.i3 million Hved in the fonr
, formo1·.montlwn or circles of Northeast Siam.
As far as we have
been able to analyze this flgnre, as regar<ls ethnic origins, the rel:lqlt
should be as follows :
Monthon Nakhon H.ajasima
Udorn
Roi-Et
Ubon

1,276,000 'J'hni
1,772,~)00
"
1,264,000
"
1,068,000

"

80,000 111. 8n-IOmlM'
60,000
"
40,000
"
740,000
.,

or a total of 5,380,000 'l'hai and 920,000 jJ!Jon-Khmer·. In the first
figure are included the numerous Annamite and Chinese immigrants
whose exact numbers are unknown to ns. With regard to the 'fhai
of Nakhon Rajasima (besides the Lao V ieng) these people were
formerly classified as U.w Klang (Middle Lao) though they are not
LU,o at all. As a matter of: fact the 'P hai K.hora? are former Kittner
who long ago changed their original language for that of 'l'hai of.-._ -.
the central provinces though their speech is still,.. dialectical as
regards intonation and certain mannerisms,
Estimating their
numbers roughly at three quarters of a million one may say'"witho;t
exaggeration that at least one and a half million of the inhabitants
of Northeast Siam are of Austro-Asiatic origin. 'fhe number
conscious of being so, or speaking their original tongue, is, as will
have been seen from the foregoing, considerably smaller.
Although this paper intended only• to t~eat gf the Kui
people a little information as to the numbers of the other M on·
Khme1' elements in Northeast Siam may be found useful. • In 1917.

('
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the Khnuw in the former circle of Ubon numbered 115,800; today, a
little more than 30 years later, their number would be double that.
In 1917 there were about 40-4G,OOO Khmer in the former circle of.
Nakhon Rajasima; today there would not be less than 80-Sii,OOO. In
the same year there were nbout 11-12,000 ]{hmm' and 8~ in B.oi-Et;
t,heir number today would be, say, 24,000 (to about lG,OOO Kni).
Finally in the fO!'ffi61' eire] e of U dorn there were in 1915 some 30,000
!Utalonu, So, Soni, Saek and Klwnu.t (Piu.f. Th-iinu); their actual
number wonld today not he less t,han about GO,OOO. Bnt--do they all
speak their original tongne? We shonld say: far from it.
'l.'hey
are fast becoming 'l'hai in langw.1ge anr1 culture.
8orgenf'r?:, Denmrt.J•k
Gth Octohe1· 1.948.
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