THE KUI PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA AND SIAM
By

Erik Seidenfaden

PThe following mnotes are written,partly in appreciation of
Monsienr Paul Lévy’s outstanding workl on prehistoric research
which he carried out in the region of Mlu Prei in North Cambodia,
and partly based on the -writer’s personal observations made from
contacts with our own K2 people in Northeastern Siam during
the years of 1908 to 1919 while serving as a Deputy to the Inspec.
tor-General of the Provincial Gendarmerie. These observations do
not claim to be complete as they were made during our gomewhat
hasty passages through the Kui villages when on ingpection tours
to outlying gendarmerie stations. Still, ag nothing, so far, has been
published about the Ku< 'people of Siam it may perhaps be worth-
while to publish them, especially as our Kui are rapidly changing
their language for that of Siamese (L&o) or Khmer, a process which
has been going on for a long time, and which eventually may regult
in the disappearance of their ancient Mon-Khmer tongue. The
schools are only teaching their children the Siamese language, which
is required by the civil administration, and the frequent intercourse
with the Thai~gpeaking people Will hasten this process, also changing
or strongly meodifying the original Kui customs and manners. A
‘study of M. Baradat’s excellent monograph “Les Samrt ou Piéarr,
populations primitives de l'ouest du Cambodge’'3should prove useful
‘o an understan®ling of the material and spiritual conditions of
the Kui,as these and the Samsré or Porr (Péarr) are ethnically, as
well ag linguistically, identical people.

1 Recherches prehlstonques dans la réglon de Mlu prei par Paul
Lévy, pubhshed by the Ecole Francaise d’ Extreme Orient, Hanoi 1943, 124
pages with 65 plates and 50 f1gures in the text, a vocabulary and an index-

2 The Kui (K to be pronounced as a hard G) of N.E. Siam are by
the Slamese called S'ous (mv) i.e., those liable to pay taxes.

3 V1de Bulletin de I’Ecole Frangame d’Extréme Orient, vol. XXXX,
reviewec‘l, in J.8.S., Vol, XXX by the writer.
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M. Paul Livy, whose activities and work have been men-
tioned several thnes in the J.8.8,, is o yvoung, energetic and particu-
larly gifted French ethnologist who has also in the domain of
prehistory and archacology contributed considerably to our know-
ledge of things Indochinese. As will be known to readers in Siam,
at least, M. Liévy has now heen promoted to the high office of
Director of l’f*)cole Francaigse &'Extréme Orient. The prehistoric
investigations carried out by M. Lévy took place in the region of
Mlu Prei which lies to the north of the town of Kampong Thom,
on the upper reaches of Stiing Sen. The latter is o considerable
water course whose gources are found in the Dong Rek range to the
gsouthueast of the town of Khukban in the southernmost part of
chiongrea! Srisaket, Siam. The Stiing Sen {lows into Thale Sap, Both
sides of the cntire valley of the river seem to be occupied by Kui
villages and o few Khmer settlements, M. Lévy's book containg 65
platey depieting stone, hone, bronze and iron implements, potsherds
with their various patterns of decorations, as well as archaeological
comparative pattern tables of implements and pottery styles, ranging
from Indochina to anclent Denmark! Among the plates are also
23 photographs  of present-day Awd and of their poor primitive
dwellings—mere hovels to look at—besides some 50 drawings and
dagrams,  In spite of the difficult times, it is o publication worthy
of the high traditions of the greag I*,Jcole Francaige d’Extréme Orient
of whieh M. Livy is such a distinguished moember. M. Ldvy’s
brilliant study is dedicated to the memory of his late ominent
teacher, André Vaygon de Pradenne. The country of the Kud of
Mla Prei was explored in 1876 by Dr. Harmand, & medical doctors
who finished his career as Governor-General of French Indochina,
and, later on, by Dr. Dufossé, both of whom mapped out the
country with indications of the habitat of the various Au¢ groups.
M. Lévy adds two modern maps showing the prehistoric sites
studied by him, and one giving the geological features of that region.

Only a few Europeans have explored the thinly populated
Kui country in more modern times and it is still imsufficiently
known; a geological survey may, however, prove it to contain

~
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mineral resources of a certain value. It consists in the main of an
" ancient plain of guaternary alluvial deposits surrounding a plateau
of sandstone. Here are found lignite, jet and petrified wood (the
latter is also found in the distriet of Phimun, ckangvat Ubon, North-
east Siam). This plateau is intersected by eruptive or metamonr-
phised rocks composed of granite, rhyolite, porphyrite and other
kinds of those stones which were uged by the ancient neolithic
people for the manufacture of their implements and arms. The Kusd
éouutry round Mliu Prei is a poor country which has been made
poorer still by man’s wholesale destruction of the forests. Only thin
fordt clairiere (our khok forest) is now left. This is, however,
teeming with wild beasts,among them many wild elephants. Indeed
it is a veritable paradise for the big-game hunter.

The author asks himself whether this country, so full of
ruins of K/hmersantuaries, was not more densely populated during
former times? We should thipk it must have been in view of
these ruins and the several ancient highways, which starting from
Yasodharapura (Angkor Thom) almost reached this region. One of.
themy, the great ‘chaussée linking the famous old ecapital with
gambhupura (Champasak) on the Mekhong, skirted its northern
limitg. It must also be remembered that Sambor Prei Kuk, the great
ancient town of primitive Cambodian art and architecture, stands on
the banks of the Stiing Sen. Th® author says that in the days of
anclent Cambodia there existed here a social organization based on
semi-glavery, and coupled with anintense exploitation of the rich iron
mines at Phnom Dek. It is surmised that the arms of the old K hwmer
armies were forg%d by Ku¢ ironsmiths. The sandstone quarries, the
hunting “for war elephants (the Kui of Surin are still accounted
among the best elephant hunters of Siam), and the utilization of
water reservoirs for irrigation. purposes, all tend to show that the
country formerly held a much denser population than now. The
grand Shivaite Temple, Sikharisvara or Phra Vihar, which, like an
eagle’s nest, crowns a spur of the Dong Rek hillg, was most probably
built by Kui corvée labor, supervised by Khmer headmen,

architects and sculptorg during the .10th, 11th, and 12th centuries
, 4
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A.D. 1In spite of many hundreds of years of oppression by the
Khmer, the Kui have preserved their own language and customs.
They must have occupied vast territories formerly, and it was
almost certainly from them that the Khmers wrested the land lying
to the west of the Mekhong and northeast of the great inland lake
(Thale Sap). '

The first finds of prehistoric‘ objects were made in 1938
when . some bronze bracelets and reddish-brown glass beads were
found in some old tombs to the northeast of Mlu Prei. M., Lévy
was told by a French jet miner about the digcovery of other tombs
containing sitting skeletons with bronze bracelets still around their
arms, and covered over all with a great wealth of glass beads. M.
Lévy vouches for the correctness of this which, of course, i8 of great
importance to our knowledge about ancient burial customs. Local
myths and folklore tell much about a hero who fought with a huge
monster the skeleton of which is still in evidence. It ig perhaps
the petrified remaing of an extinct species of a huge animal, - The
myths also connect the megaliths with tales about giants. M. Lévy's
own diggings resulted in a rich harvest of potsherds (decorated ag
well as undecorated), implements (of polished‘ gtone as well as of
bronze), fragments of stonme moulds, and even iron implements, as
well ag a stone Bammer (for beating bark cloth 7).,  In one of the
‘threc places explored at a small®watercourse, there hag existed a
whole worksghop for making tools and implements with many dwel-
Jingg and tombg nearby. . Among the more interesting finds was a
stone bracelet. All the objects found were subjecteg‘l to close study
by the author, and will be mentioned briefly here. The most com-
mon stone implements are shaped like adze heads, i.e. one’side is
convex while the other is almost flat; only a few are bi-convex.
This is algo our finding after examination of a great nmumber of
such implements collected in Siamese Malaya (by the late Danish
gentleman, Mr. R. Havmo6ller). - The first-named shape of these
implenients permits, of course, it# use in two ways, both as an adze
and ag an axe. - These Indochinese implements, lenticuldr or sub-
ellipsoid-in shape, with agsymetrical faces, are only - polished on

: , ~
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one side (the surface of the Hoabinhian pebble); on the otheér side,
the periphery and the part nearest the edge only are polished. This
semi-polished implement perpetuates the so-called Sumatra-type
which was the same as the Indochinese paleolithic Hoabinhian
implement. (We wonder whether such a semi-polished implement
should not be classified as mesolithic?) The dimensions thicknesses
and shapes of the implements are quite variable, according to the
use they are intended for, as hoes, axes, chisels, or fighting and
hunting tools. The manner of hafting the stone adze-axes was
probably identical to that used by present-day Khmer.

There are in M. Lévy's book 25 plates illustrating in a eclear
and precise manner the various stone, bronze and iron implements,
thus facilitating the reading very much. It would take up too mueh
space to go into details so we shall here only point out some of the
most important features. It is interesting to note that the type of
axe shown on plate II 5, or, a similar one, is still uged hy the
Augtraliang. On many of the adze-or axe-headg are clearly seen the
notches made for their hafting. Among the specimens collected by
M. Lévy are also a number of the so-called shouldered celts (i.c.
adze-or axe.heads) which at their backs are more or less deeply
notched, often at right angles, leaving a tenon for the hafting of
this kind of tool. It seems, says M. Lévy, that in the world’s
prehistory Indochina has been®the center of the use of this type.
(It should be remembered that the shouldered celt ig characteristic
of the Austro-Asiatics’ stone culture. We have ourselves collected
a few ghouldered celts at Ohiengmai» and in changvat Roi-Et)
Among the atoz;e in;plements are many scrapers, borers and graving
tools ag well ag knives (of flint). The abundance of stone sickles,
found in the three places excavated by M. Lévy, testifieg to the
importance of agricalture among the prehistoric people here. Sickles
of exactly the same shape are found in the prehistoric layers in
China. Quartz was employed for boring and perforating purposes,
or ag gimlets, just as in modern Cambodia; quartz was also used for
polishing®and rough-hewing. ‘Other interesting finds included clay

pellets, probably used in slings; stone pearls, bits of a fire-producing
P ‘ 3
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tool (a five piston), whetting stones; stone bracelets, and moulds for
casting bronze, The material uged for tool making was flint besides
hard sandstone and, sometimes, petrified wood, Other stone tools
were grinders or roughly fashioned bammers. The hafting of one
of the latter is shown on page 26, (We remember having geen an
itinerant Lo or A blacksmith using a raw stone ag a hammer
‘during his work.) The grinding stones with accompanying slabs
were used both for grinding corn and vegetables; a quantity of
pounders were also encountered. Among the finds were many re-
utilized implements.

That the prehistoric Aud used bark cloth i8 proved by the
presence of stone beaters.  (Such have algo been found in Siamese
Malaya where the art of beating cloth from the bark of certain
trees Liag not quite died out.) Tt seems that bone wag algo used for
varioud implements during the neolithic period of the prehistorie
Kad,  Bone 1:)0§islxers were thus employed in the making of pottery
for handles, and especially for arrow heads. Arvow heads ol gtone
have not yet been found in Tndochina (but we take it that this doeg
not prove their non-exigtence during the ‘neolithie age), Teeth of
animalg were uged ag instruments for decorating pottery while a
plece of a jaw bone with its teeth may have heen used a8 a serateh-
ing comb! The AKui, still today expert iron miners and ironsmiths
(vagtly superior to our primitivé Laied workers in North Siam),
were quite good at bronze casting, to wit their finished products and
their stone moulds. Their bronze implements include 8xe heads,
bracelets and artistically wrought armlets, a8 well asuslave arm rings,
The Kui technique for melting and working iron was no doubt
influenced by their Hindu civilizers as they still today use Brahma-
nical rites and incantations. When the Kambuju of. gﬂmbhapm‘a
revolted against Funan in the 4th century A.D., the proximity of the
Kui. iron mines and their hlacksmiths may have been of great,
importance to the Khmer for the arming of théir troops, says M.

Lévy rightly. Lots of stone shuttles and spindles were also found,
The prehistqr’ic people knew how to weave, and the late M. Groslier,

the distinguished expert on Khmer art and material culture, opines
N
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that the Kus received both the cotton plant and the loom from
ancient India.

The author's three plates with samples of gstone and bronze
implements and body ornaments (bracelets and torques) comparing
their forms and patterns with corresponding ones in Occidental
Buragia is very instructive. To find practically the same form
and pattern for stone and bronze implements in such widely
geparated places as Finland and Cambodia; Denmark and Lios
and Cambodia; Sweden and China and Lfos; Caucasus, Hungary
and Cambodia (or take the .ancient Danish #ondelle--a woman'’s
circulay spiked: breast ornament--which is identical in shape
and pattern  with those found in Milang Puan--Upper Lios),
cannot possibly be due to pure coincidence but can only be explained
as descending from a common ancestral tﬁrpe (originating perhaps

gomewhere in Central or Midwestern Asia, from where the art
 spread west and east through djffusion). A connection between the

Nordie culture and the Far East was already thought to exist by the

great Danish archaeologist qusée. Profegsor Jangé and Dr, Siren
have proved this for Sweden and China. Baron von Heirde-Geldern:

the brilliant theoretician on the migration of cultures and peoples, ’
who, crossing the Central Asian steppes, went as far as to the islands
of the distant Tacifie, makes one bhelieve in the existence, dnring
neolithic times, of a common mgterial and gpiritual culture which
gpread as a wave over the old world.

M Lévy has also made a minute and pfofound study of the
innumerable po‘tsherds which were encountered during his diggings
at Mlu Prei, and he classifies hig finds according to the profile of
the ne&ks of the earthen vessels, the form of their bodies and the
profile of their supports. This examination was carried out both for
the debrig and the complete vessels which were of many shapes and
kinds, such as cooking pots, jars, cups and vages; large; medium or

“gmall in size. With regard to the supports of potg and jars these were
seldom parts of the vessels themselves but were generally separate.
Very intePesting, too, is M. Lévy’'s study of the multitudinous patterns

of decoration of the pottery, including the necks as well ag thé hodies
Vs '
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and supports of the vessels. One of the decorative patterns, called the
bagket pattern, was produced by applying to the wet clay a cord-rifled
wooden beater (as first proved by the late learned Dr. Madeleine
Colani). Other decorations were either stamped or painted on the
ware. M., Lévy says that the oldest typé of pottery in Indochina,
used together with dried gourds and the watertight baskets (in Siam
called l{:hlit) wag the so-called basket- or string-marked pottery.
Later on, India (for form) and China (for , decorations) would have
played an important role. Comparative study of the Ku¢ pottery
with the somewhat supefiof K hmeér and the vastly more primitive
Moi or Khiv pottery, as has been made by the author, is of much
interest in this connection. We would here add that the type of
vagse (No. 7), on plate XXXIX, is well known in changvat Roi-Et
where it has been found in no small gquantities within or near old
Khmer temple ruins, This vase i3 there called hat khi.

M. Lévy also niakes o comparative study of the patterns of

ceramic decorations of the Far East with those of the rest of Burasia;

and though he modestly calls this only a sketch, it is certainly
very valuable and interesting. This kind of study has hitherto
" mainly been undertaken by Scandinavian research workers, such as
Gunnar Anderson, Arne, Mrs. Hanna Rhyd, Olov Jansé, ete., and
they ought, says M. Lévy, to be co-ordinated with the recent Russian
discoveries in central Asia and thg Anglo-Indian and International
researches in Western Asia. He is algo of the opinion that the
painted pottery of Kansu, because of itg decoration, ig clogely related
to the Indochinese. Mr. Jansé has even wondgred whether the
polychromic Chinese ceramics have not entered China through Yunnan
or Indochina. All thig is important for determining from which
“‘comraon gource--more or less occidental.-the prehistoric cultures of
China and Indochina have come. - The study of the various patterns
of pottery decoration must, a8 we shall see, necessarily lead to the
éamé,conclusion ad that reached in the combarative study of stone

and. bronze implements. A great part, if not all, of the painted

pottery was used for funerary purposes. We know, atcording to

' the narratives of Chinese travelers, that the ancient K Amer had
' Y

.
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that eustom.{ The large earthenware jars found in the sand duhes
at Sa-huyenh, in South Annam, served the same purpose, and both
at the well-known prehistoric site at Samrong Sen, in Cambodia, and
at Mlu Prei many tombs have been found. Also the Chinese vages
geem to have been mortuary receptacles.

Using no less than seven plates the author next gives a
comparative survey of pottery decorations which, though hailing
from widely different places in the Far Bast and other parts of
Burasia, are of identical patterns. To cite a few: South Germany
and the Malay Peninsula, Russia and Cambodia, or that of the
so-called death pattern in China, Cambodia and Dénmark, ete. It is
now of historical interest to see the Nazi swastika painted on a
prehistoric vase from Kaldt in Western India, the other decorative
details of which may be found on a jar from Sa-huyenh. Indeed,
the study of ancient potsherds is a very fascinating one. (As Mr.
Shipton of the British Museum, kimgelf a pottery expert, said to the
writer, when we were visiting the excavations at Megiddo, Palestine,
in June 1934, “The knowledge of man’s history and culture depends
very much on the right study of prehistoric potgsherds.”)

M. Lévy’s description of the Ki country is short but to the ‘
point. It seems to be much poorer in natural resources, with the
exception of iron ore, than the»country inhabited by the Siamege
Kui to the north of Dong Rek range. M. Lévy relates a myth about
the Tonlé Mrech--the Pepper lake--lying to the north of Kampong
Thom. (This lake is probably an ancient K Amer water reservoir and
it hagthe ruins qf a sanctuary on an island in its middle, concerning
which the local Kui have a superstitious fear). Where now lies
Tonlé Mreech there stood formerly a rich and prosperous village,
However its inhabitants killed and ate a white barking deer and a
terrible earthquake destroyed the village and-all people with the
exception of a widow and her only son. They had not taken part
in what evidently was an unholy meal, the animal being a sacred
one. We hava been told almost exactly the same myth in explana-
tion of the coming into existence of the two large inland lakes, called
Nong H‘a;n Yai and Nong Hén Lek, respectively, in Northeast Siam,
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changrat Udorn and Sakon Nakhon. The only difference ig that a
white gquirrel or white eel here takes the place of the white barking
deer of Tonlé Mrech. In the Sakon Nakhon myth it ig said that
the oel was a son of the Serpent King, Phya Nak. The same myth
is told in one of the Northern Thai chronicles explaining the
destruction of the oldest Chieng Sen; and in Kashmir a myth tells
how the offended Serpent King caused a great earthquake to swallow
up a whole district with its sinful inhabitants, leaving the present
great inland lake near to Srinagar. The destruction of Vineta in
North Germany, and even that of Sodom and Gomorrha belong
evidently to the same mythic cycle though in the latter case the
Biblical account huas been subgtantiated by actual fact.

M. Lévy's photographs are the leagt succeasful of this other-
wise very outstanding publication. His description of the Kud
house is good. As a matter of fact the Kui houges are not worthy
of the name ‘“‘house” as they are but rather migerable huts. In
thig they resemble very much the Bovels of the Siamese K¢ though
there are exceptions, as we shall see below. The Kui women of
Siam also know how to weave, and the large water-tight baskets for
storing water or paddy are found in Siam too. From M. Lévy’s
photographs it will be secn that the Aud women in Cambodia still
carry their bhurdens on their heads ag in India and the Near East.
The AKuwi women in Siam, likp their Thai sisters, carry their
hurdens in a yoke over their shoulders.  The custom of carrying
burdens on the head hag not quite died out in Siam (excepting the
Malays of gouthernmost Siam) at leagt not until (uite recently. In

1919, while inspecting the district of Din Khun Thot (formerly
Phan Chana) lying to the northwest of the town of Korat, we saw
the Thai girls there carring their water pails, called Ky mbn, on
their heads, the pails resting on circular cushions. The custom
was said to have been adopted from the Chao Bom or Nia Kuull
jungle folk who live to the west toward the border of Petchabun,
at the outgkirts of the large Phya Yen forest.

M. Lévy's photographs of the individual Kui aresinteresting,
He remarks on the straight-set, only slightly Mongoloid, eyes of the
hY
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Kut Women and the sometimes very good straight noses and high
foreheads of the men giving them an almost Buropoid appearance.
Other types, however, with their curly hair, broad and flat noses
with deep-set nasal roots, heavy lips and short necks, indicate
Negroid blood (see the Psarr or Pirr on plate LXIII). We shall
treat this “racial” problem later on. '

The maps of Dzs Harmand and DufOSSe, ag well ag M.
Lévy's own, are of great interest as they show the digtribution of
the Kui groups in the Mlu Prei district. With regard to the Kui
of Upper Lios, concerning whom Dr. Dufossé asks himself whether
they may be a branch of our Kuileft behind during their migratory
movements, we would remark that there is algo a people called Kui
in India. They may all belong to the same Augtro-Asiatic human
family 7 We believe, however, that the Kui of Upper Léos are
Mongols of the Tibeto-Burmese branch; this notwithstanding M.
Lévy’s statement that, ag the art of casting bronze is essentially of
a northern origin, Dr. Dufossé’s idea is not too daring, The name
Nanal, as given one of the Km clang said to live in Siamese
territory, is unknown to us, but we know that in Siam there are
many Kui clans with various other names. The Kui tribes, or
clang, living in Cambodia along the bridle path leading from
Kampong Thom northward to Chom Ksan and Phra Vihar are,
according to M. Lévy's modern m2p, the Kui N'tra, Kui Damres
and Kui O and again Kui Damrei and Kut N'lur (the Damrei live
nearest to the Dong Rek range: Damres ig, by the way, elephant in
Khmer, whereas in Kui an elephant is called chigm). The tribal
names given by’ the two doctor- explorers differ from M. Lévy’s
whose Kaig Z\' ‘lur seem to be identical with their Mnoh and Malor,
while the doctms Kui Hah or Dek, Ntoh, Auk and Autor should
be the same as M. Lévy’s Kui O and N'tra, The name Manik is
unknown to usbut there are Kus M ahay or M’ai to the north of
the Dong Rek range too. There is a curious feast celebrated by
the Kui Damrei (elephant-hunting K u) during the monthg of
February aed Maxrch, called the elephant’s feast, which commences

with the driving away of the evil spirits and ends with a géance of
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spirit posgession, o symbolic elephant hunt and muech promiscious
intereourse between the two gexes. This feast is, we believe,
unknown among our Awi elephant hunters of Surin though the
latter are zealoug spirit worshippers like their Kwui Damwrei brethren.
The women scem here to be the provocative element as among the
Pénrr and the Samri-vide M. Baradat, op. cit.

In conclusion M. Lévy underlines two facts relating to the
prehistorie and protohistoric cultures and their intercomimunications.
Firstly, that almost the whole coastline of Indochina ig bathed by
the waters of what he so aptly calls “the Mediterranean Sea of the
Far East™; secondly, that this sea made pogsible the ecultural
communications between Indoching and India on the one hand, and
by China via the Kurasiatic steppes with the Near Orient and the
Oceident on the other hand, This is worth remembering.

In an additional note on the implements studied M. Lévy
treats the principal raw materials from which they were made and
the technique used for their manufacture, He also enumerates the
various kinds of toolg and implements found. He remarks that the
archaic enltural relations with the Occident were probably established
over land more than by sea routes, and he comes to the conclusion
that, due to their nature, the finds made in the three places explored
must be clagsified as belonging to the central part of the neolithic
period of Indochina, Between that period and that of the iron age no
long time has elapsed. Nowadays the iron mines and the forges of
the Kui are, more and more, being deserted, They cannot--alag 1--
compete with the cheap Chinese or Occidental st}}ﬂ? imported in
ever increaging (uantities, M. Lévy’s hook endg with a vecabulary
of the N’tre and O dialects of the Kui language. We havb gone
through it carefully, and found that the words therein contained
differ only slighly from those in our list of the Kui M'lon dialeet
of the Srigaket region. So far M. Lévy. His book is of a great value,
a brilliant example of how such work should be carried out. We
would recommend that would-be Siamese prehistorians study it
carefully and use it as a model when undertaking simlliar work

themselves.
\
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In the subsequent notes we shall try to give a sketch of the
Kui of Siam. Our Ku¢ are worth studying so much the more
because, as hag already been mentioned, they are now rapidly
changing their proper language for either Thai (Lao Viengchan or
Lao Kdo) or Khmer, and they do so quite voluntarily, thinking that
the Thai or Klmer language is superior to their own tongue;
furthermore after having so changed over they do not like to be
reminded of their true origin. Perhaps in a generation’s time, or
two at the most, there may be no Kui-speaking people left in the
whole of Northeast Siam! The XKwui, whether still using their

ancesiral tongue or that of the Thai or K/hmer,live in great numbers
in all three changvat of the former cirele or monthon, of Ubon, and
that both to the north and south of the Man river. They are found
in all the amphd (districts) south of the river perhaps with the
exception of that of Phimin Mangsabdn. On the northern side of
-the Miin river not ‘much of the former Ku¢ population is left by
now. Here they have been alfost entirely displaced or assimilated
by the southward pushing Lio or Thai.

The principal area in which the Kwi live is to the north
bordered by the Mun, to the southeast and south by the mountain
range of Dong Rek, and to the west, partly by the Lam Chi and the
changvat of Buriram, partly by the KAmer-peopled ampho of Surih,
The “Kui country” is rollingeand generally reaches a height of
~only about a hundred meters above gea level. A few very low
isol:ited Iells are met with not far to the north of the mighty
barrier of Dong Rek. A long, low and fairly broad ridge, consisting
of red 'decompo’sed basalt, called Dong Din Daeng (i.e. the forest of
; the rede earth) runs almost the entire length of this territory,\ from
the northeast in cmzph‘é Det Udom southwestward into the territory
of a,mphb' Sangkha, 4wl'1ere it ends. The soi‘l‘ of the remaining
territory is sandy on a laterite subsoil, but there’ is, in places; a
tolerably fertile sandy loam.’ Up to the time when the railway line
~from Khorat to Ubon was opened (in 1924) the greater part of the
~ surface was covered with thin forest and jungle; since then vast

areas have been cleared on hoth sides of the railway line to make
4 : '
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possible extensive paddy cultivation. The slopes of the Dong Rek
hills are clothed in denge virgin forest, which during the rainy
season is very unhealthful. Virgin forest is also found here and
there along the water courses. Much valuable timber and several
kindg of precious wood are found in these forests, such as Dipthei-o-
carpus (mas yang), mai takien (excellent for boat building), mai bak
and mai bok, as well as mai krayung, the rose-wood so eagerly
sought for use in making Chinese furniture. On the Dong Din Daeng
ridge are growing pine trees which in amphs Sangkhd take the form
of a real forest. The dwarf palm, fon krucheng, from the leaves of
which rice b‘ags are woven, is another feature of this curious ridge
and in the fertile soil grow many ‘gian't tubers which in time of bad
harvests help the local population to tide over until the nexft rice
harvest. A kind of wild linchi (litchi) is also found in these foregts.

The country-we are still spegking of that part which lies to

gouth, of the MUn River-is intersected by a number of smaller
" watercourses which are all born on the Dong Rek, run northward
and flow into the M&n. These streams, taken in order of succession
from east to west, are as follows: DGm Noi, Ddm Yai, Krayung
(the sources of the latter being abt the very foot of the stupendous
Phra Vihar hémple.), Samrin (near whose confluence lies the town
of Srisaket) Taptan and Chi, the 1t one being the border of the
provinces of Surin and Buriram. There are also some Ku¢ living
to tfxe north. of the Min river; they are thus fairly nume}bus in the
two ampho of Khemarat and Suvarnavari, mostly }'iving near the
Mekhong river, between this majestic stream and .the low jungle-
clad mountain range of Phu Phan.  The country here is very wild
and cut up, trackless and unfertile. Kwut algo live in the flat open
country, that vast plain of Suvarnaphum stretching away westward
of the Min's large nerthern tributary, Lam Chi or Si. The Kug
live heré in the following ampho, taken from east to west: Kantra-
rom, Kham Khiian Kaeo (both east of the Chi), Mahachanachai,
Ragrigalai, Suvarnaphum, Chumphonburi, Phakhaphumphisai and

Vapiprachum. N
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The forests along the Mekhong, as well as those to the south
are still teeming with all sorts of game. There are wild elephantg
in the jungle adjoining the Dong Rek hills; in 1917 one might meet
them in the great forest to the north of Surin. Samblar, eld deer
and the barking deer were plentiful, and wild buffaloes were living
near the hills in the Kantraraks districts; Gaur and bunteny (red
cattle) were numerous. In thesé far stretching forests there were,
and still are, many tigers and black panthers, hoth being very bold
and dangerous. Tigers have been known to carry off people from
ingide their villages.  Wild dogs are also numerous and one might,

meet packs of them hunting the sambhasr or eld deer. That curious

" little animal, the flying squirrel (foe pang), is also a denizen of

these forests, ag well as the python and the deadly cobra. Peacocks,

jungle fowls and hornbills are very common, as are large swarms of

small green perroguets. The Kui people are called Soai ( e}w)'
by the Thai, but they call themselves Kui (men). There are pure

Soai, Lao Soai and Khmer Soat, During the reign of Phra Nang

Klao (1824-1851) a censns was taken of thig part of Northeast Siam,

and the population wasg divided for taxation (lgﬂt’}m) purposes . into
Lao, Khmer and Soas (Kui). Today, or rather already more than

forty years ago, the nawme Lio.Soad and Khmer Soni have come to

gignify Kwui who have changed their mother tongue for either that

of Lio (Thai) or Klaner, e

While scientific research work, carried out in French Indo-
china has done much to clear up the various “racial” p‘mblems there,
very little has heen done in Siam, with the exception of exploratory
work carried ount by Dr. Fritz Sarasin (1931) who found the imp]le-
inents find traces of a former palaeolithic Melanesian population in
caves both in Central and Northern Siam. There can, however,
hardly be any doubt that the same “racial” complex that obtains
for present French Indochina also holds good for the remainder of
thig subcontinent. This matter will be taken up for fuvther congider-
ation in our concluding paragraph. The prehistory of Northeagt
Siam has®not yet been studied at all. In 1912 stone implements

and ancient pottery was dug up at Ban Lamduan Yai, a large old
7 b
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fortified village lying to the south of Srisaket, but we had not the
opportunity of seeing the finds. From the intimate knowledge we
posess of the country north of the Dong:Rek range we are convinced
that digging for prehistbric material would yield a rich harvest.

The broad stretch of country lying to the gouth of the Min
River, which we have gpoken of as the country of the Kui, is far
from being uniformly occupied by this people. In all the umpha
(districts) there arve living side by side with the Kuw either Thai or
Kiwmer. This living together of several ethnic elements has led
very much to the denationalization of the Ku? who, in contrast to
their countrymen in Cambodia, do not respect their own langunage
or customs. Still, as we ghall 'see, in 1917 there were at least a
hundred thdusand Kui-speaking people left.

Generally speaking, the Kui give the impreséion of being a ‘
very decadent, dirty and morally low-gtanding lot with some few
exceptions, and their change to Lao or Klumer language and culture
does mean a real advance for them. When well nourished and
. tolerably well-to-do, as u few Kui groups arve, they look quite

attractive, expecially the young girls with their lithe ‘well-shaped
bodies and limbs, well-developed busts, large masses of bluish
black, often slightly curled, hair, and, sometimes, large expressive
eyes. Their skin is generally very dark but fair-skinned individuals
are not rare either. As M, Lévy 8ays, the Kui have very little of
the Mongoloid in their appearance. They are of medinm height, and,
‘ag far as we have been able to observe, tend to dolicocephaly. From
what has been said above concerning the varions human groups
which, each in its turn, submerged the various prgceeding popula-
tions and settled in this country, one should expect to find some
particular inherited characteristics in the present one (i.e., the Kui)
showing affinities with their predecessors. As M. Lévy and M.
Baradat. have shown, the Cambodian Kui and Samré represent a
very mixed “race”; so.is also the case with our Kus. Individuals
with almost woolly hair, flat broad noses, thick lips and an almost
black skin colour point to a distinct heritage from their Wegrito or

Melanesian predecessors. = Other types may show high, narrow
h)
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noses, tall foreheads and small mouths, thus being almost “Aryan”
in features. Snch individuals, however, are few in number. Features .
like these with a fair skin colour and longish heads may mean a
Weddid-Indonesian (Europoid) blood component, while a heavy

build and square shoulders means the Austrvo-Asiatic M on-Khmer
mixture which represents the majority.

The Kui ave all agriculturalists and, generally speaking, not
very diligent ones, though they understand well the breeding of
buffaloes and cattle, as well ag pigs and poultry. Some of them are
clever and bold elephant hunters, as we ghall see further on. Be-
sides paddy some of the Kui grow sugar cane, cotton and mulberry
bushes (for the silk culture). They take up such activities genevally
only upon becoming Lao or Khmer-Soad. The Kui house, or hut,
is in most cases a low, badly constructed hunilding thatched with
grags, the walls being of the game material or bamboo wattle.
These ‘hovels are very dirty and full of vermin. The girls know
how to weave both cotton and silk, and in some villages the men
are clever basket makers who not only make the water-tight baskets
(khlu) for. carrying water hut also very large ones for holding
congiderable quantities of paddy. The men dress like the Lao or
K hmer but the women all wear short (kneelength) phéa-sin or skirty
Thirty years ago it was guite a common sight to see women with
uncovered breasts, when insidé their villages, where voung girlg
might be seen running around guite naked! Still the Kus were not
’ particularl‘y Jax in their sexual behaviour, much less ¢o than the
neighbouring L@o. The food of the Kui consists of rice, both the
. ordinary and the glutinous kind, dried fish and pepper sauce, and
-~ also-frefh fish, when obtainable. = Meat of game such as deer, wild

pig, hare, various birds, and even iguanas, snakes, frogg, toads and
larvae ave a welcome addition to an otherwise simple fare. The:.
“many kinds of edible tubers in the forest have already wmientioned.
Some of the Aui know how to make sugar with which they do a
little trade. The canes are crushed hetween two upright. standing
cylinders ®set in motion by a buffalo moving around in a circle.

The juice from the crushed cane runs-down into wooden troughs,
'4 .
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“atterwards to be boiled in large open iron pans. The finished
product is made up into small cakes, In some Kui villages quite
good bullock carts were built. Speaking in general the Kui are
but mediocre farmers, non-traders and rather primitive artisans and
craftsmen, It is our impression, from the experience we had with
hundreds of Ku¢ gendarmes (privates as well as non-commissioned
officers, under our orders) that this human group is far from being
unintelligent, and that schools and simple instruction in better house
building and personal cleanliness would effect a distinet improve-
- ment in their lives, The Kui are, however, much prone to drink
and illicit gambling, and in many districts they had a bad reputation
as thieves and cattle lifters.

In religion the Kui are Buddhists, like their Lao and Klmner

neighbours, but up to 1919 the gréat majority of their villages were

without temples or monks, Their real religion is animism; theg
are zealous spirit worgshippers, and, in their forests and hills dwell
many powerful and redoubtable spirits who must be suitably 1;51*0pi-
tiated in order not to call down their anger on the poor Kui. Tabu
exists among the Kui. A woman may thus be declared kamal, or
untouchable, for some time, and we have heard of one cagse resem-
bling couvade, where the father shifts with the mother of the new
born. babe to lie on the “fire-bed”’. We have not, however, been
able to. find out anything abomt a state of semi-slavery having
formerly existed among the Siamese Kud, as was the case with the
Cambodian Kui. ' N

Our Siamese Kui are generally divided Jnto four main
groups or tribes; the Kui M ai of the east with some scattered clans
in the west; the Kui M’10 in the east, center and west hnd the
north, the Kui ¥ 6 of the center and in the north and the Kwi M’loa
in the center and the west: As a matter of fact we shall see that
they are divided into several more tribes or clans. It seems that
the largest groups were the M'I6, the Y0, the M'loq and the M’ai.
However many large tribes formerly occupying vast spaces in the
former three circles of Ubon, Roi-Et and Udorn may have Wisappear-
ed 10'n\g ago, having' been agsimilated by the southward sweeping

L)
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Thai. The consciousness of belonging to this or that tribe seems
also to have been on the wane for a long time because of their
present intermingled habitats as in the former Ubon circle.

We shall now treat the various Kui groups from east to
west accord.ing to the ampho (districts) in which they live, or were
living back in the years of 1917-19 when we were in contact with
‘them. In doing so we shall begin with the northeastern part of
changvat Ubon, with ampho Khemarat, which, as will be seen from
the accompanying sketch map, comprises a long stretch of country
lying between the low forest-clad range of Phm Phan and the
mighty Mekhong river. The Kui living here ave of the M o tribe,
their villages lying in the southern part of the district. in 1917 they
numbered about 3,550 souls, and they could still speak their mother
tongue besides Lio. They cultivated rai (clearings in the jungle),
hunted and fished, but had a bad reputation as cattle thicves and
Opium smokers. The remainder of the population of this ampho
were Thai or Lao K&o in the central part, and Phuthai in the
northern part, where also lived a small colony of Kha Brao and
Khit Lovae who had come over from the other side of Mekhong. In
our time they had become orderly, settled people though still
Speaking their own guttural tongue.

South of the district of Khemarat lies the wild mountainous
and tiger-infested amphd Suvarnavari that extends right down to the
Man at its outlet in the great river, and for a short distance below
the same.” Wild elephants used to abound in district, as well asg
other big g game. The inhabitants, besides Lao Kao, were Kut M0,
numbermg about 4, 600 individuals, and they seemed to be of quite
a good nort. Both sexes are rather tall people, the girls being fair
gkinned with often almost regular features. They wore their hair
long in contrast to most of the other Kui women of that time.
These Kui were of cleanly habits and had frank and attractive
manners.  Some Lo Vieng were also living here. They seemed
. guperior to the ordinary Ldo, several of their young girls being
very hand¥ome. The Kwi call this ampho Khong Chiain. The latter

word means elephant, and the first is part of the name of the great
Fd 4
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river Mekhong. At a certain place along the river bank the elephants,
both tame and wild, uged to swim across the river but as many of
the tame elephants were geverely. bitten by a kind of ferocious river
tortoise, called, in Siamese faphap nam, the big pachyderms are now
ferried over on a timber raft. 0l1d people, when questioned, replied
that formerly ‘the entire tervitory of the two amphé of Khemarat and
Suvarnavari were inhabited solely by XKwui, probably all of them
M’lp. There were also living some 800 Lo Soas, former M’lo, in

~this district and on the small strip of land south of the mouth of
river Min there was a colony of Kha Hinhao who had crossed over
from the French side of Mekhong.

We will now ourselves cross over the Min river to the
amphd of Phimfin Mangsah@n. . Though at present peopled by
numerous Léo Kao there can be no doubt that it really is old Kui
territory, the presenf. Thaji inhabitants having dispossessed the
former Kui owners, and as a madter of fact there were still over
2,300 Lao - Soai, former Kui M’ai, living there. To the west of
this ampho lies  that of Warinchamrap, just opposite the lavrges
prosperous town of Ubonrajadhani, capital of the former circle of
the same name {the town lies on the northern bank of the Mun
river). The terminug of the Bangkok-Uhon railway- line is in
Warinchamrap. In 1917 the population of this rtmphb' was made
up of Lao Kao and Phuthai, bes?es 11,400 Lao Soai, former Kui
M’ai, and 2,300 pure Kui M’at, still speaking their mother tongue.
The Kui of this district possess in many cases quite "Melanesian
features, being dark-skinned and curly-hajred. The belief in black
magic (phi pob) 80 common among the S¢ of chan gvat Kalagin,
Sakol Nakhon and Nakhon Phanom, is also held by the K4 here.

* Along the cart track leading from Warin to Khukhan, lies a group
of large villages: Ban Khilek, N& Non, Ni Suang, ete,, inhabited by
the so-called Lao Soas who speak a peculiar singing kind of Lao.
The whole terrltovv of  Warinchamrap, I was told, was formerly
Kui M'ai. The mhabfcantb of the said group of villages seemed
to be somewhat progressive, their fields being well tilled, and they
Were the owners of many fat, red cattle. Besides this there were

~
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temples in all their villages, cach with a good clean sald (rest
house). ‘

To the south and southeast of empho Warinchamrap is the
extensive amphi of Det Udom which includes the sub-amphd of Ban
Boa Buntharik, the territory of the latter extending right down to
the Dong Rek range. Ampho Det Udom is a densely forested and
very wild distriet, ill-reputed for its savage man-eating tigers and
its aggre.ssive wild elephants which have been known to enter and
attack the miserable collections of hovels; which the Kui call
villages, making much havoe. The whole district is moreover
congidered very unhealthful and fever-vidden. Its population
consisted in 1917, hesides Lao and Pluthad, of some 6,700 Lao Soai,
former Kui M’ai and Yo and 8,800 pure Kui M’ ai. Some of the Kusg
M'ai lived to the northeast of the ampho headquarters right onthe
border of ampht Phimin in Ban Noén Kham and also Ban S6m
Sa-at to the southwest; to the south the Kui M’ai are mixed with
the Phuthai settlers of Ban Buutharik, and a lot of intermarriage
hetween thege two groups has taken place. The Kui M'ad are often
as black ag chimney sweeps, ugly and negroid looking, but indivi-
duals with fine regular features do also occur, especially among the
women, There seems to be a slighﬁ diffierence Detween the
dialects of the M’ai and M’lo.

The ampho of Kantraraks (formerly Uthumphornphisai and
more recently called Nam (3111) lies to the southwest of Det Udom.
It i a wild rugged country, covered with virgin forest or jungle
and extends right down to the Dong Rek range (which is the border
of the Kingdom Hf Cambodia). Near the hills, in some places, is
rolling grass-covered land deeply intersected by many small
rushing *water courses that descend from the slopes of the hills. The
district used to teem‘wi'bli big game such as wild buffaloes, gaur,
banteng, sambhar eld deer, bears and tigers; there were also many
wild elephants. The population consisted in 1917 of 15,000 K/uner,
14,800 Kuwi M'lo, 850 Kui Kantos and 1,000 Lio Viengchan
colonists, the-latter living in a large well-built v‘illag‘e surrounded
by a broad”natural moat: whence comes t.he'name, Nam 6m‘ The

Kui here looked very decadent, living in miserable hovels, and the-
P ;
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cultivation of their fields and ras being most primitive. They had,
like their Khmer neighbours, a very bad name as cattle lifters.
They are an unhealthy people too, suffering much from skin
diseasges, egpecially ‘the children, some of whom were covered from
neck to feet with what in the sunshine resembled silvery scales!
This kind of skin disease is very common among the Sakae of the
Malay Peninsula. The Kui possessed many humped cattle of
which they seemed to be quite fond. Living among the K hmer
were some Khmer Soai, former Kui M ai. ‘

To the north of ampho Kantraraks, lying between the
ampht of Warinchamrap and Srisaket, is the ampho of
Kantrarom which has territory on both sides of the Miin river. Its
. southern part is covered with denge forest with only a few habita-
tiong; it includes a portion of the Dong Din Daeng ridge, as also
does amphy Kantraraks. There use to be many ferocious hlack
panthers living in the big forest which did much harm to the Kud's
pattfe, and at time attacked people too. (We had once a black
panther ilfside our camp, but he was scared away by the blazing
camp fire). The population consisted of Thai people and K, the
latter being in the majority. There were 3,530 M0, 2,600 M'loa,
2,500 M'ai, 1,630 Hot and 1,120 Y5, besides 7,600 Lao Soqi, former
Kui M’lo, Yo and Hot; the Thai element numbered some 5,300
persons, Lao Kio and Vieng, Thai Korat and Phuthai (4,400). The
Kui Ml here, whose dialect differs kslightly from that of their
southern and southeastern byethren, the M’'ai and the M, seemed
more progressive than these. A good example is seen i the large
Kui M'loa village, Ban Ddm, where the houses are well built and
golid, and the inhabitants look clean and orderly. a'Dm-ing the cold
season when the northern monsoon. is steadily blowing, thisvieinity
is vecognizable from far away by the humming sound of the multi-
tude of kites flying high up in the air; the humming sound, not dis-
agree able to one’s ears, is produced by a musical bow attached to
the forepart of the kite 4

4 Lord Raglan, in his excellent *‘How Caime Civilization ?” says that
the origin of this humming instrument is, to some primitives,, the sacred
bull roarer (op. cit. pp. 129-180). Did the Kus inherit it from the Melane-
sians : S S

-~
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The ampho of Srisaket is the head district of the changvat
of the same name, and the town ig, today, quite prosperous because
of itg trade in paddy and timber, for which it finds an outlet
through the railway connection with Bangkok. The ampho of
Srisaket was formerly all Kui. Even today, when all the inhabi-
tants speak Thai orLio(with a peculiar accent)they are commonly
called Soai Srisaket. The Srisaket girls are known for their good
looks and fair skin, and many of them wused to marry Siamese
officials. Alrveady as far back as in 1911 most of the so-called
Lao Soai did not know to what Kui tribe their parents belonged.
The population in 1917 nwmbered over 27,000, of which only one-
gseventh were of pure Thai blood: there were approximately 17,000
Lao Soai, former ¥ 0 and M°’16, with a gprinkling of Klmer who
_ now all gpeak the Laov Ko dialect, furthermore 5,850 Kui M'l),
110 M’ai and 300 Khmer. To the east of moanyg Srisaket, in Ban
Phonsai and Dén there lived Kui Y0 mixed with Phuthai settlers.
Ban Non Kwauv and four more® villages were algo said to be K
Y0, though some thought the villagers were rather Thai Y iai
come down from the north (ampho Akat Amnuey in changvat
Nakhon Phanom is peopled by Thai Yitai). The large old
fortified village called Bin Lamduan Yai, south of moang Srisaket,
on the road to Khukhan, is inhabited by Lao S()d'z?, former Kui
M’16, though we suppose them ‘ra’r‘her to be former Yo as they
possess the old Yo tradition about which more anon. Another
Lao Soai ‘yillage is lying south of this old fortress, but further
south all is KaAmer, right down to the border hills. The Srisaket
'people, whethew Lio, Soai, Kui or Khmer, 'did not seem to be the
best ma:cerial for -a conseripted gendarmerie as they had, at least
formerly, a bad reputation as cattle thieves and gamblers.. From
the point of view of vintelligence, however, they do mot lack ahy-
thing, and we have had very good ‘gendarmerie officers who were
Soas born at Srisaket. - L

The ampho of moang Khukhan, which formerly gave its -
name to #he present province of Srisaket (due to its being the

provincial heaquarters), lies almost due south of Srisaket with its
4
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territory extending down to the Dong Rek hills, It is, especially
to the south of the town of Khukhan, a wild forest and jungle-
covered country full of wild animalg, and much feared for its
malignant fevers. The population consisted in 1917 of 32,000 -
K hmer, 6,260 Lao Vieng settlers and 17,800 Kui, divided in 12,450
M15, 2,250 M'ai, 1,240 Y0 and 470 Porr, besides 1,400 Lao Soai
(formerly Kui M'15). The Khmer living to the east of the town
included some Khmer Soai. To the northeast of Khukhan town
lie the villages of Ban Damyae and Boa Ralum from which came
the leader of the fanatical Phu-mi-b .n uprising in 1903. A much
smaller and less dangerons movement broke out in ampht Kantra-
raks in 1916, the leader of this movement also declaring himself to
be the possessor of sgupernatural powers. Such ideas arve very
characteristic of the--in a spiritual sensge.-somewhat unbalanced Khit
or Mol population of the wild back lands of Cambodia, Annam and
Lios.. There ave both Kui M'loa and M0 villages west of Khuki_mn
on the way to Sangkha. ®

The ampht of Rasrigalai, sometimes called miang Khong,
after a large, old fortified place (now descrted) lies to the northwest
of Srisaket, on the northern bank of the river Mén, It is an open
fertile country dotted over with villages which are gituated amidst’
groves of tamarind and mango trees, bamboos, cocoa paling and
banana plantations The populatisn consisted in 1917 of some 2,700
Kui Yo and 23,000 Lao Soai (formerly Y0) who had changed
their language to that of Lio Kao, but even the “pure¥ Yo were
30 years ago quickly forgetting their ancestral tongue, and now, in
1948, there are probably none left speaking the Ko Y0 language.
We remember that already in 1913 the so-called pure Y4 could
often only remember a few hundred words of their proper language
and were unable to count to more than ten in Yo.

The Kui Y § of Rasvisalai and elsewhere have a curious
tradition (also known in Ban Lamduan Yai) the literal authenticity
of ‘which seems dou}')tful. Accorrding to this tradition--or myth--a
certain Phya Takaxila left Burma about the year 1810 1.D. with

500 Yo followers of hoth. sexes due to the oppression of the
‘ v kS
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Burmese king. He emigrated to Vieng’ chand, then governed by
King Anu.  However, not heing treated well by him the Y% people
left again and went down the Mekhong river to settle at Champa-
sak on the island of Khong. Ap;nin. suffering oppression here the
Yo wanderers moved up to Khukhan and from there to their
present habitat. In the Khukhan district theve arve still a number
of YO0 villages, and in Rasrigalai there were fwenty of their
villages in 1917. However, old men in that year estimated the
total namber of Kudi Y d-speaking individuals to be about 4,000
gouls only., Their dialect resembles that of the Kui O and N'tra
at Ml Prei but with some important differences. A detailed
study of the various dialects of the Kui language would probably
show that Kui Y0, together with the language of the (Mhao Bon
or Nig Kuoll, comes nearer to the Min language than most of the
other Mon-Khmer langnages. Is the above tradition not a rather
confuged recollection (these .peopfle forget quickly) of the Kuy
. tribe’s emigration from India more than 3,000 years ago, when the
Aryan conquert drove o many Austro-Asiatic peoples out of India?
The connection with the name of {(Ta) kaxila might be a hint in
that divection. A large Y family has taken Takaxila for a Tamnily
name.

The Y0 are well and strongly built with ayvollowisli-brown
or even copper-red skin colour. Aheir gay women went often with
theiv breastd uncovered, smoking large cigavettes (like the Bur.
mese wmn&n). It seems that the morals of the ¥4 suffer when
they change over to Lio, witness the daring proposals exchan ged
(in song) hetween the two sexes, which is strongly in contrast to
the deent and  timid behaviour of the Khmer givls, 8till the
change.over to the L&o eulture does mean a consgiderable sain
from the material point of view. In 1917 the pure Thai elements
in this ampho were only about 2,200 Lio Kao, 300 T'hai Khorat,
and a thousand Phuthai settlers. That the Yo language was
formerly spoken further nerth ig proved by the existence of the
Lao Sowt® in the ampht of Mahi Chanachai, which lies to the
northeast of Rasrigalai on the westein hank of Lam Chi, and also

?
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amphs Wham Khitan Kaeo, Iving to the northeast of the lalbler and
on the castern bank of Lim Chl. T the Malhif Chanachal districl
there were in 1917 some 1800 Lio Soi to 30,000 Lao Ko, while
in the Kham Khitan Kaeo distriet there were 37,000 Lan Kaop to
WO Léew Seeed, who lived in its southwestern part. These Lao Soad
were all Tormer Kud Y 0.

Ampho Uthumphornphisai (Formerly Pochin Srisaket, i
Woestern Sreisaket) lying to (he sonthwest of Srisaket and thus
south of Rasvisalai i o Cortile, well-cultivated and densely
poplated plain with alrewdy 10 1917 over 56,000 inhabitants,  Of
the 29 tambons (village groups) 22 woeve Lao Soed with 38,380
former K )u MG and Aloas 3 were pure Kaud, 2 were Klimer
Sod, wind 2 were Khaner mised with Lao and Phuthars. The Khmer
Sval were Tormer Kwug M'log; the pure Kut were divided into
5,780 Mlow, 2,090 M6, 1,720 Kandraw, 900 M'ai and only 100 Y.,
Thai people ineluded 1,450 Phuthai and 1,200 Lio Vieng. The -
Soad ol his lnrge district were an i;).('lnHl:vi(nw and not unatiractive
people who had vapidly adopted Thai culture and lunguage, In
ancient  days this distriet may bave played an imporiant role.
The Large old fortified village, called Ban Srd Kampheng Yai with
s Al Lewple raing and Brahianie seulptures, may have been
the “chiel Canbodian town north of the Dong Rek range, perhaps
next to Phimal, Sweh o concdusion seems valid in view ol
ingeriptions in the Phra Vibar mountain temple duting back (o the
Oth-11th century A, N

The Kaed givly, like their Khmer and Siamese sisters ihresh
the paddy by pounding it ina omortar (a hollowed-out picee of o
tree trunk) while the Tao girls all use the ferule kraditang, o sovt
of tipping  hammer or pounder which ig moved upward by a
pressurve ol the fool wherealter it i left to fall down by ity own
weight into the mortar containing the paddy which is theveby
threghed,  When the Kug change over lo be Lao they adopt their
manner ol L'ln'ushix{;,v the paddy also, whereas if they become K hmney
they stick to the accustomed one,  As the Sowd of Uthwmphorn-
phisai are very prolific their numbers may now, more than 30

kY
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vears later, have doubled. They ave essentially o paddy-growing
people and should by selling their grain gain a handgome return,
if not tricked by the all-pervading foreign middlemen who, today,
gseem to have become the economic masters of Northeastern Siam
too.  The trunk railway from Ubon to Bangkok passes right
through the center of this ampho.

Ampho Ratanaburi iy situated to the northwest of Uthum-
phornphisai, having for its northern border the river of Min. Tt
was formerly a densely wooded distriet funll of wild animals,
among them many elephants, but its thrifty population has, by
clearing the junglé, changed most of it into fertile fields, The
population in 1917 numbered 24,000-0dd persons; viz: 21,780 Lao
Soai, former Kui M0, 2,440 Kui M°18, 130 Khmer Soai, also
former M8 and 420 Khmer, besides a sprinkling of 7'hai Khorat
traders. The people of Ratanaburi produced much sugar and
probably still do so. It is to_ be noted that the physiognomy of
the Kui of Ratanaburi is absolutely different from that ol the Lio,
the .givls often being fair-complexioned and very handsome, Facing
the district of Ratanaburi, to the north of the Min, lies the
extensive Suvarnaphum plain, partly included in the am pho of the
same name (changvat Roi-Et). In 1918 the population consisted
of 44,000 La&o Vieng, 150 L&o Soad, tormer Kui Yo, 540 Y0 and
400 Khmer. The ¥0 may by new have become quite assimilated -
by the large Thai population, ’

, To the south of amphd Ratanaburi is the amphd of Sikha-
raphu'm with its civil headquavters at Bin Anan. Thirty years
ago its extensive plaing were already fairly well cultivated. The
numbers for the various ethnie groups were then given as follows:
13,000 Kui M’log, 4,300 Kui M'10, 5900 Lo Soai, former M'lg,
4,300 Khmer Sogs, former M'lo and 3,200 Lao Vieng, the latter
being newcomers; theve were also 3,900 Khmer. The Kui M "0
(some say they really are M'ed) living in the large prosperous
. village of Bin Samrongltap were very attractive people, being
clean, horfest and industrious. Their fine strapping girls were
nice, gay, but modest persohs. The Kui of Samrongtap were well

r
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known for the:ir huge watertight bagkets for storing paddy and
rice, some of them being breast high and holding considerable
gquantities.  In the Kui M'log tambon at Bin Prasat is situnated
the fine old Khmer ganctuary, called Prasat Rngai, with its five
towers, one of the besgt pregerved Kamer monuments in Sian.

Amphi Suraphinikhom lies to the norvthwest of amphi
Ratanaburi and north of amphd Sikhavaphum and empho Surin.
Tt territory is partly covered by forest, the extensive and high-
lying Khok, the western part of which grows on the tall clay-ish
ridge on the bank of the broad Man river plain, called Phu Din
and Phu Dong Sala. The population nwnbered in 1917 gome
45,000 individuals, mostly Mon-Khmer people.  The figures given
were 11,200 Kuwi M'10, 1,560 Kui M'ai, 12,600 Khmer Soai, 8,250
Lao Soai and 1,500 Khmer. The Thai elements included 8,250
Lav Kawo, 420 Lao Vieng and 400 Thai Korat., Yhe Khmer live in
the three Mfin river villages Ban, Dom, Ban Dai and Ban Prasat
where the amphd headgquarters ave, '

Though these Kud are not very good al houge building or
farming they still seem to be somewhat supoerior to their kingmen
in the neighbouving aempht. Quite a lot of them are bold and
successful elephant hunters, for instance those in Bin Chom Phra,
and especially their Kui M’aé ov Kug Eng brethren from the three
large palisaded villages, Ban. Taklﬁ:ng, Chandd and Kachay, standing
on the western spur of the Phu Din-Phu Dong Sald ridge. In
1917 the villagers here were the owners of more han 90 big
hunting elephants.  The Ku¢ hunters used to 29 down into the
Champasak terrvitory every rainy season, and they generally
returned with 20-25 wild elephants caught there. In 1916217 Kus
hunters caught 30 of these huge pachyvderms on the Thung Kan-
W8ng in Champasak. Thai Y uan (North Siamese), Shang and
Burmese came from far away to buy e]ephauﬂs from the Kui to
gell to the Buvopean timber companies for work in their teak fovest
concesgions. Priecs were not high and some few years before (in
1914) the Kui sold 10 elephants for 20,000 Baht only. *The Kui
are a gay and thoughtlesgs lot. When they have received money
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they spend it quickly. Theve wre fam buns (uerit-making ceres
monies) to be held in the temples, gifts to be presented to monks,
and their own gatbe girls to be given golden and silver ornaments,
necklaces and hracelets; much feasting and drinking goes on in their
vitlages. Sometimes one might meet a long file of elephants walking
south to Surin; in the howdahs sat smiling Kews men and their
women; they were on their way to make purchases in the market of
the provincial capital. We remembir meeting, just at the beginning
of the rainy scagon many years ago, a whole procession of 13
alephants, gavlanded and decked with Howers und colonred papcr
tingel, and manned by a not quite sober but very jovial company.
They were Kut underway from Ban Kachau (o the wal or temple
in Ban Tako with several young nak buot--candidates for entry
into the Buddhist priesthood. At Ban Dong Krapd there used to
be held an annual thankgiving feast in honor of the powerful loeal
guardian spirit.  Several hungreds of festal-clud people of both
gexes gathered therve (this was in Febwnary 1917).  Alcohol and, o
fish were placed in the san tabie chuo ban or gpirit house, a simple
wooden construction outside the village, without any kind of an
image. An old man officiated at the ceremony, leading the prayers
to the thepharaks (spirit); wax candles were lit, aleohol was drunk,
while the agsembled people saluted the gpirit with mighty roavs of
shouting. Soon evéryone was r&ther tipsy.

The young Kui givls of these elephant hontery villages wre
sather tall’and faiver than the Khmer or Lio girls whom they are
guite unlike in J)hysi()gnom‘y. They look very atiractive in their
irel.'tically striped silken phe sin (skivts) yellow and pink silken scarves
round fheir prominent breasts, and arms and necks adorned with
their gold or silver trinkets, not to speak of the white or red
flowers stuck cqquettishly behind their ears. We wonder from
whom these Kui girls could have inherited their good looks?
Jould it he from the “Buropoid” Indonesians or the Weddahs?
(The voung Sakei ~girls aie often very pretty). Everything

.pertainin?x to the hunting of eclephants in Siam (algo by ‘the Kouq

and Khmer) has of couvse been minutely treated in a most scholarly .
L4
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manner  hy Ilis  Excelleney Phya Tndea Montri 8Svi Chandrea
Koamara (Mr. 1L Giles) in his well-known paper in the Jowonal of
the Stmn Society, whieh has Torever hecome o classied AL the
hig ¢lephant dreive ab Lopburi in May 1938 there were among others
a bateh of K elephant hunters with theiv well-trained animals,

Ampho Chumponburi lies on the northern bank of the Miin
viver, to the west ol Sumphinikxm. Tt is open country consigling
of rolling plaing almost devoid of forest or lreess the villages are
nearly all built on the tops of hillocks in order to avoid the annual
inundations caused by the viver Mn., Many ol these hillocks were
fortified places in olden dayvs, ~ To 1917 theve were tiving in this
disteict about 13,000 Khmer Sowd, tormer Kad M0 as were ulso
the 1,900 Lao Noad, some A00 Thed Khorat and ahont 6,000 Lao
Kao. They were mostly o rather lowly lot living in miserable
hovels; they were furthermore lazy wnd hud a bad name in (he
records of the authorvities,  The thieves of three eiveles (Nakhon
Rajusima, Ubon and Roi-B) were shid to find an asylum heve. The
tilling of thefieldg here wus very primitive, il often, after the end
of the harvest and the threshing of the riee, tiese Soad uged (o hrew
el Hognor  with the swd resull thal durving the months of
December-Tanuury one might {ind whole villages happily (ank--
apd thad Tvom the carly moming, The Sead (and Nmer) hore arve
a polyglol Tot, muny  of  them g speaking  both Kloner and Thai
beasides Awd, At theie spivit Lestivals mueh duncing, shouting sl
drinking go on, during which the givly are very during,

Ampht Phakhaphumphisai is the most sonthwoestern of {he
amphd of changvat Roi-Bl TCig 2 country of rofing plaing with
low ridges and numerous hillocks, genevally hut sparsely avooded.
Tt hovrders fo the south on ampho CGhumnponburi and to the west on
Phutthaisong, changvad Buriram.  Ttg population in 1917 consisted
of 2,000 Kus M'Zﬂ, L100 Kui Yi, 400 Lao Soai, former M8,
There were 1,350 Khmer and many Thaiy viz: 14,500 Lao Kao and
1,350 Thai Khorat, This population hru'l. formerly a very had

name as cattle thieves, gamblers and vaeubonds.  $he amphi

i

§

5. Vide 1.8.S5. Vol. XXIII, part 2.
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headquarters lie inside a large old fortified place with tall
ramparts and broad water-filled moats. M ?)ng Sia i snother old
fortified place in this district. Remains of a fovmer Kud popula-
tion ave also found in g pho Wapiprachum, lying to the north of
Phakhaphumphisai, wherve in 1917 lived some 2,700 Kui M0,
hesides 5,700 Klmer and numerous Thai population; in the W pho
of Kagetvisai (also in changrat Roi-Bt) therve were no Kui left
but still some 1,150 Khmer.

Trom this novthern excursion we will go south to the wempho
of Surin, which ig westernmost of the [tm’ph(.). of the echanguval ol
the same name; it is genevally accounted to be a Khmer district
par excellence, ag all the inhabitants of its 15 tambols ave Khmer.
Tn the middle of the district ave vast fertile paddy fields, while to
the north and south extensive forests cover the ground. M'(}(mg
Suvin-is an important vailway station for the export of paddy. In
1917 the Khmer population numbered some 47,000 individuals;
they ave decent and industriong people. The Khmer of Battambong
and Phnompenh used, however, to talk somewhat disparagingly
about them, calling them Northern Soad beeause of their dialect.
The language spoken by the Khmer novth of the Donyg Rek range
ig veal Khmer and not Kui though with a dialectical difference
from the tongne spoken in the central part of the Kingdom of
Jambodia. ‘ e

Amph'z; Sangkbd is the last Kwud-peopled distviet to he
treated. ¥t is situated to the sonth of empho Surin and Sikhara-
. phum and thus west of Khukhan; its western bovder adjoing the
tervitory of amiﬂ[é Prakhonchai of changvat Buriram while to the
south il borders on Cambodia, The Dong Rek rvange heve peters
out into low earthen vidges, The long Dong Din Daeng ridge ends
in this ampho too in a broad sandy pine-wooded spur. Tn 1917 the
wild elephants nsed to frequent the Sangkhd distviet, and their
deep foot prints often made .ridiug and walking d'iﬁicu‘]tt along the
cart tracks.  Ampho,Sangkhd must have been an important part
of the olt Oambodian empire, witness the many brick or stone
ganctuaries which are found here. The population in 1917 numbered

L4
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altogether 23,400 individuals, of which number 13,200 were (K /uner
and 10,200 Kuwi M0, The southeastorn portion of the district, ,that
nearest to the frontier, was not well known in our time, and was gaid
to contain many interesting things. Among them wag a lone peaked
hill, called Phu Sala, on the top of which, we were told, was a cave
wherein stood the image of a goddess with bultalo horns jutting out
“from her temples! She was mistakenly called Phra Phikuni. Near
the border, as well as further vast, south of Khukhan, we were told
that there lived K@ people--others said Cham. We suppose they
were simply Kuwi Pory. It may be added that the Klmer living
along the frontier, the so-called Khmer Dong or Klimer Pit are in
general not culturally superior to the Kuwi at all. The Kui 310
girls of Sangkhi, ave rather tall, swarthy complexioned and full
breasted with strong limbs but ugly faces, having flat noses, coarse
mouths and often high cheek bones. They cut their hair short
and dressed only in a very short, knee-length skirvt, They were,
however, modest, a little shy and very soft-speaking creatures. Also
among these Kwi a few individuals with almost regular features are
met with., The Kwu¢ men, tall, ugly fellows, are good wallers,
gtriding along for hours at gix kilometres an hour.

Before concluding these notes on the Siamese Kur a few
wdrds might be said about the so-called Souwi of i phto Mukdahin,
changvat Nukhon Phanom. Thesg people are in reality a mixture
of Phuthat and 83, and ave thus distinet from our /Cwi or Soas of
the former circles of Ubon and Roi-Ft tliough the So a.lséo belong to
the Mon Khmer group, We regret never having had the opportunity =
of visiting the Sond of Mukdahiin, and are thus unable to give any
information ag to their numberg or digtribution.

CONCLUSION ,

What are the Kui, ethnologically speaking ? According to
Professor H.J. Fleure’s thoughtful and rather convincir;g theories, ag
got forth in the Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute of.
Great Britain and Ireland, man (i.e. homo sapiens) mogt probably

" 6. Vide J.R.A.L Vol. LXIII, 1937,
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evolved in North Africa or Southwest or West Agia, Sahara, which
in late Pliocene was a richly walered and fertile country, should be
the ideal place for the cradle of modern man, and from here he
emigrated to all the four corners of our-earth. (Becauge of the ice
then covering Central Agia this part of the earth mugt be considered
ag unfit for the development of homo sapiens). Both Pithecanthro-
pus Erectus (Java man) and Homo Pekinensis were drifts from the
west. The earliest drifts from the west (after these pre-men) were
the Negritoes (who wandered ag far as Southeast Agia and New
Guinea); the Proto-Australians and the Weddahs. The latter two
groups are dolicocephalics and this head form is also found among
the Indonesians, Melanésians and the 4ddénu of Japan. TFrom what
Dy, Fromaget7 hag discovered of skeletal remains in Tham Hang
(Laos) one might hazard the following chronological order as regards
the migratory movements to this country: first (when excoption is
taken to o possible cross between P. Erectus and H. Pekinensig)
came the Negritoes, followede by the Proto.Australians, next the
Weddid and the Papuan drifts, and thereafter the Melanegians. The
pre-men may already have arrived in the Far East some 400,000
yvears ago, when Insulinde wags still connected with the rest of
Southeast Asia. The Melanesiang, who, like their predecessors,
‘came from India, were followed by the Indonegians coming down
from the north. The result of all these crossings and recrogsings
of those human groups produced: gsays Dr. Fromaget, a primitive
neolithic man who united in himself Kuropoid (dinw, Polynesian
and Indonetian) with his Negroid, Papuan, Weddid, Australoid and,
egpecially, Sa,ka'i traits.

. Then about 1,200 years B.C. would the Mon-K hmer peoples have
coine over from India, and they in their turnguperimposed themselves
on the now strongly Melanesian-Indonesian marked population.
That thig overlying was not complete ig seen from the several Indo-
nesian Khi or Moi tribes, as well as the Chams, who do not seem

'either physically or linguistically to have been influenced to any
considerablo extent by the Mon-Klumer wave. The latter consisted

7. Vide proceedings of the Third Congress of Prehistorians of the
Far East (Singapore, January 19388): .
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of vavions Alie or M oi tribes in I'ronch Indochina and of the K,
the Chao Bin, or Nie Kuoll, the Luiwd besides the Mon and
KNlaner proper, all in Siaw.  The Kwui preceded the A/lsmer, who,
to begin with, may only have been vepresented by a warrior clags,
By and by the Klmer immigrants probubly wrested from the Kus
the- Mekhong valley and most of the Khorat plateau, as well ag
Central and Kastorn Cambodin. In our particular cage we should
think it reagonable to suppose that prior to the coming of the
K/ongr the former circles of Ubon, Roi-Bt and Udorn were popula-
ted by Nwi ol various tribes, while the former circles of Nakhon
Rajagima, or Khorat, and Phetchabun were inhabited by Chao Bon
and perhapg some DA Tong Lueng or Yambrd.,  During historical
times, from the 96h or 10th contury A D, and onwards, we are.-witness
to the continuous strong sonthward push of the Thai along the
Mokhong viver.  This movement of conquest was intensified and
quickened during the reign of the energetic and warlike Lio king,
Phra Chao Tt Ngf’)m (1353-1373), who enlarged the kingdom of Lan
Chang (Luang Phrabany) to embrace the whole of Northeast Siam,
As we have geen from the foregoing this conquest of the Thai is
still going on by peaceful meang, enlturally ag well ag linguistically,

TFrom the degeription of ‘the physical traits of onr Kui it
will be seen that not o few distinet traits characteristic of their
forerunucry may be recognized in~the present-day Kwui. Thus we
find the Melanesiang’ and Negritoes’ curly hair, broad flat noses,
thick lips and swarthy complexions in numerous individuals and
perhaps also in a few cages the Australians’ heavy orbital ridges
coupled with a wavy-curly hair; but we also encounter the finer
features of the Indonesiang cum Scakai (Weddid) with the fairer
gkin colour accompanied by the Mon Khmer square-shouldered
build., It may be added that begides the real dwarf population
represonted by the few hundreds of Semang living on the divide
bhetwaen Pata]img and Trang, and perhaps a few in Patani in
Siamese Malaya, there are gaid to live some ojher small or gmallish
folk in the depths of the extensive forest of Bang Xe that covers
large tracts of Northeastern Ubon and Roi-Et.  These people




18 Erik Seidenfaden = ¥ )l
y

are called Bul Daeng (Lo the red ehildren) hy reason oF the

red hair that covers their bodies. This kind of hair iy, of

characteristic of the Pygmics of Agia and Africa: = We regroet v I¥

much that due to pressure of our duties wo never had time to Visil

},;Il 3144
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these interesting small folk.

When adding up the figures given for the individnal cz7se Ll
of Roi-Bt and Ubon we arrive at the followmg numberg for tlue: ATl
population some thirty years ago.

Kut M0 72,000 Soai (Lao & Khines ) S0
Kui Y6 6,500 . ., P '..-f,u
Kui Mtoe 923,620 . s » 1 8,000
Kot M'ae & Eng 11,170 " ' " 74250
Kui Hol 1,630 o , :1 50
Kuwi Kandrau 1,720
Kui Kantoa 850
Euwi Porr 470
Kui Mann 370
Kui Bai 100
TOTAL KUI 118,760 TOTAL §0AI 1794130

Based on above figures the biggest Kui tribe was thiat ¢
the M which, on the other hand, had Jlost more than half ol jiyu
original numbers, ag far as these ®an be ascertained. The ¥ &) mewesan
rapidly to lose their language and ouly aboutone-eighth to onie-mivig}l,y
of their original number spoke their proper language as far True i T
in1917. There may now,a generation later, be none left talleinge ' 7} !
The M'loa had® lost nearly half of their Kus-speaking nvimm Yass re,
while the M’ai were down to two-fifths of the original mwurratiey
speaking their old tongus. The Kui Hot had logt three-fifths of he
already small number who spoke Kwi. By the way, Hot is veally .
nickname--the word meaning asthma-.and these Kus really Spenic iy
an asthmatic manner. Whether they were Kui M’ 10, M’ lod, D’ cey o
Y0 we were not able tp find out. Say that,as late as 1919, there ~v e
still 118,000—0dd Kui speaking their ancestral tongue how ¥y
would there be left now (30 years later) who can gpeak their

;
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language ? Considerably fewer, no doubt. Of the 179,000 “Soui”
the greater numher were speaking Lfio (146,000-0dd) and only about
33,000 had adopted Kluner as their new language. The gain from
the Kui since then will surely be in favour of the Thai language.
The Klmer, unlike their Kuid counsing, do not give up their proper
language. It would certainly he interesting from the purely
seientific point of view if an np-to-date linguistic ensus could be
taken now hefore it becomes too late.

In the yoar .194’7 the Kingdom of Sjum had a population of
17 million. (Experts thing that the true figure comes nearer to the
18 million mark.) Of this nwmber, 6.3 million lived in the four
formev.monthon or circles of Northeast Siam. As far as we have
been able to analyze this figure, a8 regards ethnic origing, the result
should be ag follows: '
Monthon Nakhon Rajagima 1,276,000 Thai 80,000 MOn-Khimner

~ Udorn 1,772,000 , 60,000
Roi-Et 1,264,000 ,, 40,000
Ubon 1,068,000 , 740,000 .,

or a total of 5,380,000 Thai and 920,000 Mon-Klmer. In the first
figure are included the numerous Annamite and Chinese immigrants
whose exaet numbers are unknown to ns. With regard to the Thai
of Nakhon Rajasima (besides the Lé&o Vieng) these people were
formerly classified as Lao Klang (I\([iddle T.d0) though they are nof
Lio at all. Ag a matter of fact the T hat Khorat arve former Khmer
who long ago changed their original language for that of Thai of
the central provinces though their speech is still_A dialectical ag
regards intonatiop and certain mannerisms, Hatimating their
numbers roughly at three guarters of amillion one may say'withoﬁt
exaggerétion that at least one and a half million of the inhabitants
of Northeast Siam are of Austro-Asiatic origin. The number
congeious of being S0, or speaking their original tongue, is, as will
have been seen from the foregoing, considerably smaller.

Although this paper intended only®to treat gf the Kui

people a little information &8 to the numbers of the other Mon-

—

K himer elements in Northeast Siam may be found useful.  In 1917
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the Kumer in the former circle of Ubon numbered 115,800; today, o
little more than 30 years later, their number would be double that.
In 1917 there were about 40.4H,000 KZmer in the former circle of

Nalkhon Rajagsima; today there would not be legs than 80-85,000. In ‘

the same year there were about 11-12,000 K/loner and 8y in Roi-Bt;
their number today wonld be, say, 24,000 (to about 16,000 K ).
Finally in the former circle of Udorn there were in 1915 some 30,000
Khalong, 86, Soni, Saek and Khamw (Phu Thitng); their actual
number would today not be legs than ahout 60,000. But-.do they ull
speak their original tongue? We shonld say: far from it. They
are fast becoming Thai in language and eulture.

NSorgenfri, Denmark
Gth October 1948,
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