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Karl Gustav Isikowitz: Lemet, Hill Peasunts in French Indoching.
364 pages; 2 maps; 129 photographs, diagrams and charts; index. Published

as Number 17 of the periodical Hinologiska Studier by Etnografiska
Museet, Goteborg, Sweden, 1951,

The author of this study of the Lamet is a Swedish Anthro-
pologist who obtained his information for this monograph during
an eight-month fleld trip to Lamet villages during 1987 and 1938.
His researeh in this area was largely financed by a Rockefeller
Grant and contributiong from several Swedish organizations.

The main object of the author’s field work was to compare
two groups within the same geographic region, one using irrigation
and the other not, in order to study the relationship Dbetween
irrigation and society in Monsoon Asia., The Lamel were chogen
ag an example of a non-irrigation farming people, and the principal
attention of the first field trip was devoted to this tribe. To
complete his study of the social rolgof irrigation, the author planned
a seecond field trip in 1940 among irrigation.using Thai peoples
in the same general region, but this plan was cancelled 1)3,"t11e olt-
hreak of World War I1.

v The Lamet are a hill tribe who live along the mountain
crests in the northern part of Laos, French Indochina. They are
sem'i.nomaclic agriculturalists, relying for their livelibhood on dry
rice which they cultivate by the familiar ‘‘slash and burn” technique
of other hill peopled. A section of forest land ig burned -over and
a rice crop planted in the cleared area. When the land +has become
oxhausted the village moves on to a new gite where the entire”
process i8 repeated. This type of farming ig ushally designated
in anthropological literature in terms taken from vm-ious~ native’
languages, jhum in Burma, ray in French Indochina, etc.. Ina

"
English it is clumsily referred to as “shifting cultivation” or “‘slash

and burn’’. In referring to this practice the author introduces a new
term, swiddern. He points out i;lmt, although the Tnglish language

hag no single word which covers the meaning, the Swedish dialect
word swidden, meaning a “burnt clearing” or “to burn asclearing”,
degeribes it exactly; and he uses this term exclusively in his .
.account, referring to the Lamet as “swidden cultivators”.

\
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Since the author’s principal concern was with the farming
-activities of the Lamel, his data on Lamet social lite and culture
presented in this study is oriented toward agriculture. The book
contains separate chapters on the tribal neighbors of the Lamet, the
' physical environment in which the Lamet live, their villages and
buildings, social organization, material culture, and work activities,
Within these larger subject categorvies there are sectiong on a
number of relevent topics--religious ritual, marriage customs,
kinghip terms, Lamet language, hunting and trapping gear, ete., ete.
--which a comprehensive index makes eagy to locate. While the
greater part of the book is- descriptive, the last three chapters
contain a theoretical analysis of the social life of the Lamel which
. Inikowitz organizes around the concept of the “four wishes”,
postulated as basic motivators of human behavior by W.I. Thomas,
an American Sociologist. These are the wish for gecurity, for new
experiences, for recognition, and for response. While this analysis
is perhaps interesting, it adds little to our understanding of the
Lamel, or of the advances made in sociological theory since about
1920 when Thomas’ “four wishes” were put forward. The value
of this hook lies in its descriptions of the life of a little-known
people who, along with other preliterate hill peoples in French
Indochina, have heen largely overshadowed by the rich variety of
. material pregsented by the Vietnafnese and Cambodian cultures, The
author lived alone in Lamel villages for several months, and he
_was usually a witness and often a participant observer in the
activities he degcribes.  Consequently, hig account of these people
is unusually corﬁplete, admirably objective, and very readable. His
déseription of the life of this interesting and isolated group' while '
O chief interest to the social scientigt should also appeal to 2 much
wider audjence., Cavefully detailed degeriptions are made even
clearer by the generous wuse of sketches, diagrains, tables, photo-
graphs, and maps.

All peoples #re unique in their cultural ‘patterns, and a
knowledge of these patterns, particularly their uniqueness, is
essential if the outsider is to avoid friction and hostility, The
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anthor demonstrates this well, and one of the valneg of this hook is
the way in which cultural differences are highlighted and the

fnportance of these differences shown, ag in the following incidont:

“Once T happened to agk o Kide boy if T might have gome
fruit {rom a tamarind tree that stood in the middle of the
village square in Mokala Panghay. The boy fetched gome
fruit for me, This performance was ropeated on several
of the days that followed, and ne one made any objeetion,
However, ons day 1 thought that the boy ought to have
sometling for the trouble he had taken, but then the man
who owned the tree came to me immediately and said that
it was veally he who should bhave been given the present,
since it was his tree.  Thus, a8 long as 1 helped myself to
gome of the fruit now and then withoutl paying for it, it did
not matter at all, but the minute I offerod a present, the
fruit assumed a particular yalue, and the owner protested”
(page 295)

stravgers, when ontering an unfamiliny cultural sebting, ave often
inclined  to take situations at their face value, overlooking the
deeper significance of informal position and social rvole.  Izikowits
indicates how unwise this atbitwde can be.  The Lanel have strong
animistic buljefs, aud it is the viJuge priest who i in faet if not in
title the head of the village  The villuge chief i often appointed
mevely to sutisfy the demands of the French u(lxuirxiahr‘s.uti()n; but it
ig the priest who holds the final authority and it i8 important foe
the vigitor to undoerstand that it i8 he rather than éhe formal chief
whoge approval must be obtained for any undertaking.

L]
L]

The Laomet people are not Thai--the author believes thom e
he members of the Pruluung- We branch of the Mon-Khmer linguis.
tie group--yet one of the noteworthy conclusions of this study is
that the Leamnet, although politically tied to French Indochina, have
their closest cultural and economic ties with Thmland The influence
of France, at leagt in these prewar years, .mpe'lrs to have 1%en limited
to the introduction of a corvée system of texation, and smallpox

LY
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vaceination--it was only an oceasional colonial administrator ov
military leader who visited the Lwmiel areas, and even French
missionaries had yet to make their appearance. For the younger
Lamel, especially, Thailand had the greatest appeal. For them
Thailand loomed as the “land of opportunities” to which they could
come to make their fortunes, or at least to earn enough money for
their brideprice. The author merely mentions these ties the Lamet
have with Thailand, and a larger study of this subject among the
Lamet and their neighbors in Indochina would appear to be a
worthwhile project for future field workers in the same area.

Thug this excellent and thorough study points the way for
continued research of this type. It is to be hoped that this mono-
graph will stimulate further research among the hill peoples of

. Southeast Asia and that eventually the anthor himself will be able
to complete the second half of his project and publish an equally
fine study of a Thai group in French Indochina.

~

Richard J. Coughlin.

Narada Thera: 4 Manual of Buddhism. 156 pages; 1951,

Although a manual for students, this handbook is highly
commendable and should be useful for any general reader wishing
to'get a view of the circumstances which led to Buddhism and the
great Teacher’s philosophy and ethics. ‘The work has been
compiled - fyom orthodox Buddhist sources and keeps close to the

“Standard beliefs of ghe Theravada or Southern School of Buddhism
of Ceylon, Burm® and Siam. It does not touch at all on the phase
Igmwh ag Mahfyanism. ‘

i,

The life and mission of the Buddha occupy the first 10
chapters. . Then follow the main aspects of Buddhigt philogophy---
Karma, rebirth, the four noble truths, nibb#na, the noble eightfold
path and hindrances (chapters ‘11.18).  The develo;ﬁment of the
Buddhist religion takes up chapters 17-18., Four other chapters
deal with “characteristic teachings. The book, as a school-book,
contains questions and has an index.

-
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In these days of rational thinking, the book may in several
places be criticiged as not taking a broad view in its exegetic attitude,
Witness, for instance, the treatment of miracles and similes, such as the
Twin Wonders (pp. 43 and 54); the Buddha's vigit to Heaven (p.54);
the statement that the Buddha “sleeps only for one hour a day at
night”; and a great deal of chapter IX about the Buddha's greatness,
Modern Buddhists genoerally accept these similes in a less literal
sense. And yet it must be conceded that this work is an achieve.
ment of scholarship and devotion. '

D.N.

Humphreys, C.. Bitddhism, 256 pages; 1949.

This is one of the Pelican series and contains the history,
development and present-day teachings of the prevalent schools of
Buddhist thought all over the world. It is indeed an able condensa-
tion of » wealth of material. It goes without saying that no real
inaceuracy or hiag could be expected of such a distinguished scholar
of international repute.- The appendices on the Buddhist Seriptures,
and the Palicasila together with a glogsary, a general bibliography anhd
an index, add great value to the already well planned publication.

]%.N.

Bangkok, 16 December 1951, °

General Guide to the Vajiranina Library and the National Musewm; illus-
L Y
trated; 81 pages; 1951 @

The National Musemmn and the Vajiraiiisa Library are .
gituated in the precincts of the ‘Palace to the Front’, collgqlliallw
called the Wangna.  The manuscripts and museum exhibits 0ccUD How
all available rooms of the Palace. - The latter ig very overcrowded
and would need to be at least doubled in size if the exhibits are. to
be arranged in line with modern mugeum standards.

The ‘Palace to the Front’ was, for overa century after the
foundation of Bangkok ag capital of the country, the oﬁicial“residence
of the doyen of the Royal Family, although this royal personality

5
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was nobt bound to succeed to the Thronc and therefore not an heir
to it. . As it happened, all except one of them predeceaged their
respective monarchs. The Palace itgelf ig spacious, and, on the
whole, better built than the Palace of the King to the south of it.
At the end of the volume i appended a list of the soversigns of the
Chakri dynasty as well as of the TWungnd princes. A plan of
the palace grounds ig also a ugeful feature.

A description of the exhibits is quite detailed. The whole
book is in Engligh,

, D.N.
Bangkok, 13 December 1951.
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0. King Rama VI: Miscellaneous TWritings, Uszuiaunwissimnwud
[ LR o .
‘lmwzumammmznmgmauﬁm‘)tim madfung.
153 puges with illustrations; 1951,

These writings have been chosen to make up a volume for
presentation on the occasion of the cremation of the remains of Phya :
Anirudh Deva, a Grand Chamberlain and constant companion of
His late Majesty Rama VI, Tt is profusely illustrated with photo-
graphs of Iis Bxcellency, some of which are not to be found else-
where,

Among the contents, those worthy of special mention are a
biography of the deceased (pp. 17.22), a royal will of King Rama
VI (divecting the procedure for dealing with his obgequies) and
newgpaper articlog written under varioug pen-names.

"Thege articles aro full of interest. They touch not only upbn ™
the ordinary topics of journalisin bt algo upon matters of academic
interest, such ag philology. Taking them at random heve are soms
of the interesting ones: :
hyjudicions jmitations the fault of pedantismi too mueh pre-
fevenee for elerlships as o profession; unveasonable dignity; heware
of the gpivit of gambling; the royal title of “Bkidosaroth”; Bhuket
or Bhukee ?; the degivahility of coyntry roads, ote.

The tone of these articles reflects o perfeet Dlending of east

and west in the royal anthor's education and ontlook., *

. N - . y . L T T
71, Jotikadhammieariyas Dhmmasangoninissayamalila joliki.
321 pages; 1950, : o *

. . iy, v
This voluminous treatise is a series of commentarios pregented -~

by the Burmesge monk Jotika in Pali mestly at Wat Raghang in
Dhonburi.  They have been translated by W. Ilomes with the help L
of Phra Tipyaparifiiia and Mrs. Naeh Mabhinirdnanda. The com-
mentaries are of the Mitikd, which is the first sectign of the
chapter called Cittuppadakanda in the Dhammasanganl of the
Abhidhamma-pitaka, It is of course highly technical.
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79,  Sujivo Bhiklkhu; What Are the Nolle Truths? asurasnonsls 9
59 pages; Decemnber 1950.

The main theme is a study of how the Buddha presented his
philogopby as illustrated in the incident of Upali, the householder,
in the Upilividasutta of the Sutta Pitaka. 'The plilosophy consis-
ted of: )

(A) The “treatise of sequence”, a preliminary introduction
consigting, in due sequence, of thé subjects of liberality
(dana), conduet (silr), heaven, and ills resulting from lust.
This sequence leads up obvicusly to the deduction that
lust should be renounced, in other words, a recommenda-
tion of the monastic life of chastity.

(B) Then the “Four Noble Truths”, which do not need to be
reiterated heve. '

The preliminary sequences (A) form more or less a code of
) ethics for the average Buddhist layman; while the Four Noble
Truths (B) are laid down for those who decide to renounce the
material side of life in order to purify the spirit and thus realige

* the logical consummation of Buddhist philosophy.

73. Sujivo Bhikhu: Olservations of Buddhism i Ceylon and
. ¢ o "( o " Ly '
I'ndia fodunaidnidunsswnitauluainuingauli
36 pages; 19561, -~

L]
3

These observations formed the snbject-matter of a lecture
delivered by the Venerable Sujivo to the Navy Club. ‘They are now
pliblished for presentation at the cremation of the late Luang Viges-

n e Canakir (Tiem Sinhageni), whose short biography and photo-

graph are ineluded. The author attended the World Fellowghip of
Buddhists in Ceylon and then went on a tour of the mainland of -
India. Among hig observations the following may be quoted:

“'ghe circumséances of a religion may be studied by the his-
torian, but the essence of religion must be observed firgt-hand.

One shonld nbserve, for ingtance, how religion hag been absorbed
. ;
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into the mind of those who profess it, In our cmintry we often
migtake the outward trimmings sueh as the monastie edifices or
vellaw-robed monks lor religion itself ... Religion in reality may
be stidied from the aetion and word of its adherents who may
be likened to the sereen of acinema on which ave reflected the
promptings of an inner feeling. This latter is the essence of a
religion ... What should oceupy our interest is the retction on
ng from professing mligiun and how we profit from a daily
observance of religion,”

A propos of the participation of Sinhalege and Brnrmese monks in

Toeul politicy:

“T asked them why monks engaged themselves in politics
pince in our eountry a monk who meddleg in snch affairg is
held in disfavour. A monk shonld keep himself to his studious
life. The answer was: “In Siam you do not need to meddle
in politics becauge everybody there i8 a Bunddhist. The
wovernmoent iy Buddhist; the Assembly is Buddhist; hut in our
conntry many deputies are Christinn.  What then would
happen if we Jept aloof from polities ?”  This m‘ac'le me
realise what a valuable asset our independence ig. Tt behooves
us to keep oue religion ... In Burma many monks are politi-
einng,  Having obtained poli’t‘.iuul independence they shounld
have wiven up polities; but perhaps they have grown addicted
to them.,.” ‘ ? -

Hig approach to the problem of drink is worthy of “quotation ;

“I'um  Dbringing back to you something good from ’Imﬁu,
that mightyﬂex've ag an example to ug. Tt ig prohibitien, . The
Indian Government hus made a generouas sacrifice of its annual
revenue, .. of something like a billion rupees, equal to abont
four billion baht by its abolition of drinking. If we could
only try to lessen drinking in our countﬂ"y per}mpsn\ve might
deserve to be considered as having made gome sacrifice to our:

Lord the Buddha, Even if we do not go 8o far ag to proclaim - -
R ‘
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our country to be ‘a dry land’, as they have, we might at least
try individually to be a dry person once a week or so.
It we could only make this sacrifice it would doubtless help
1s economiecally and keep us out of many an omission.”

74. Yupho, D.: 4An Hconomic History of India in the Buddha's
Time aneirsugRaaubnnsnIa
78 pages; 1951,

Mr. Yupho's tranglation, with explanatory remarks, of the
eighth chapter (hy Mrs. C.A.F. Ruys Davids) of the Cambridge
Hisgtory of India Vol. I, dealing with the above subject, was, as
ghated in the preface, published firgt in 1930, That publication did
;noh receive our notice in the Journal. Hence this notice. The
~ translation i8 a good one and the firgt one of its kind in Siam. As
a matter of fact it is more than a translation. It may be gaid that
_the deep orudition of Mrs. Rhys Davids has been made available
for the modern Sigmese in his own langunage through the learned
. interpretation of the author, himself a scholar of wide repute.

.75, Yupho, D.: Initickion for the Clussic Dance. ﬂ;1ﬂ%’ 7% 4
83 pages; 1951,
[

The little volumé is really more important than it looks. Tt
contamq not only a description of the initiation rite for the clasiic
dancer in 1Lsc1f interesting material for the student of the history
of one of the most, gself-developed of Siamese artg, but also a
msmm at the end dealing with materials for such a study.

The initiation rite i3 a curious mixture of old terpsichorean -
: txadlmon (doubtlesa Hindu in ong,xn) with animistic as well as
Buddhistic benediction. A dancer who has not gone through
initiation may not, for fear of offending the impersonal agency

known ag the YKri?, or Master of the Dance (which is tantamount - '

to saying Tradition with a capital T), perform certain pogtures or
mudre,; sieh as the one signifying Phra. Narai, or Vighnu, - An
. L] '
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initigted dancer, whether o profuggional or an amageur, ig bound by - '
tradition to make a salutation whenever the strains ave Leard of :
some ol the respected melodies, such as the sadhukar or the
fettfehliss.,

An initiutjon for the dance consists of thiree main stages.
Fivst the Buddhist benedsction by a chapter of monks, followed
by proesentation of food to the cclebrants. Then comes the
Salutalion ty the “Krii” or impersonal Master of the Dance, in’
which a teacher, nrrayed in white, lights candles of worship before
Jehon masles and offers sacrifices in the form of various prescribed
dishes, pork, duek, fowl and cakes as well ag spirils. The “Kru” is
evidently not an abstainer, o significant teait of the non-Buddhistic
origin of the vite.  Candles are then passed avound for good luck
in the wusual way and the masks are anointed.  Now heging the
third stage, the Fuibiction. A big brass bowl is placed upside
down in the centre of a big voom ov enclogure so that it will form a
geal.  The teacher who is to ])1‘85"1(125 over the rite, weuaring a 1i8hi
mask lined with the skin of the A@ng (a speecios of long-tailed
monkey), davces into Lthe arena and goals himself on the upturned
bowl, A candidate for initistion i8 then summoned and doly
anvinted,  Thoe teacher then dofling his 798k mask, puts it on the
head of the condidate.  The game masking is  repeated with
the masks of Siva and Pivdh (tho Viriit of the Rimfyuna) whoge
ferveity seoms to be a by-word in terpsichovean circles and who
mugt in g way he pacified,  The teacher then sprinklemholy water
on the head of the candidate and gives him or her a piece of the
auspicious cord and some leaves which latter are tilcked behind the
ear,  Other candidates follow and the same ritunl is repeatgd. They

then go through clagsic movements of the dance together, -

A more formal initiation-at a royal court was performed on.
the 14th May 1914 hefore Hig Majesty King Rama VI. There were -
some variations from what has been deseribed above, one of which -
suggests an Indian origin all the more. The dancer taking a leading
male role was first tied to a pole. . Upon his approach to preside
over the ceremony, the King unsheathed his weapon as if to kill

-
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the dancer and the King's Master of the Dance intervened with an
intercession for the dancer’s life. The King then turned away to
geat himself on the upturned bowl and placed the mask of Nirada,
the traditional Master of the Dance of ancient India, upon his own
Master of the Dance. The (living) Master of the Dance then went
throngh a series of movements before the King, after which the
cords bhinding the dancer who had been tied to a pole were cut, thus
‘te‘rminating a curious rite.

‘ The final pari of this book containg ‘a document known ag
" the history of the lakon chatri (the dance of Nakon Sri Dharmard]
in the south) as well as verges for salutation to the Master of the

Chatri Dance, which has been acknowledged to be the oldest relic

of a forgotten past.

.76:. The same work, minus the dJocuments connected with the
lakon chatri, with the addition however of the usual biography of
“the deceased Phya Aniradh Deya, in whose memory this volume
Was published on the occasion of the cremation of his remains at
Wat Debasirin, together with interesting photographs of the Chao-
khun; containg identical matter as the book above reviewed. The
deceased was incidentally acknowledged to have been a keen and
N graceful exponent of the clagsic dance in the reign of King Rama VI,
, .'\Jsually taking leading male 1‘61es He later maintained a troupe
‘of dancers, with which he was ever reddy to asmst local chautles
and phllanthropm undertakings.

7. Yupho, D.: Siamese O/I/OW‘BOJT'(LZ?}LJ Baplained anmﬂmgsﬂnﬂ'lwn
104 pages profusely illustrated; 1951.

e,

Mr. Yupho's versatility is now again displayed in a volume

under the above title, A graduate of the ecclesiastical doctorate of -

‘Stam, he has brought his knowledge of Oriental Classics to play

upon the knowledge he has later gained from directing the Bureau

of Fntelmlnments in the Department of Fine Arts with its School

of Classic D_ancmg and thus produced a scholarly brochure -dealing

with the technique of the .(lassic Dance and of folk dances. ' No
, / \
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une interegled in this aspeet of Sianese art can fadl to profit from
hig eollection of explanatory notes of all the classic and populay
dunces a8 wull ag excerpls fros the big Ahan or lakon pieces such ag
the Rimikien, Inao or Phra Lo, Buach such note is illustrated with
figures displaying the respective movements. . In most cases each
note gives the history of the dunce described.

8, Alonglot, MLE. Prinee : Our Siamese drmy nomwinotoas
2R/2Y pages; 1951,

The volume, which way published for presentalion at the
cromation of the remuing of the late Major-General Phys Prasroeth
Songriim, i8 prefaced by a biography from the pen of Prince
Alongkot, Lig Yifedong friend and colleague iu the army. In youth
the deceased was a heilliunt cadet,  On being commigsioned in the
army he rose quickly, attuining finally to the posts of Divisional
Commander and later Under-Secretdry of State for Defonce.  After
thie revolution of 1932 he becawe Minister for Defonce for a short
tiine andd then resigned allogether.  This biography is very well
written and iy by no means a dry record of facts and ligures such
ag wre often written elsewlere, !

The main part of the book, 2Y octave puged, is o lueid expom-
tion of the military government pravailing in this country in days
of old (Ayudhya, ete).  I6d wle with organisation, strategy and
other topies, finnlly ending with an interesting revivw of the
gtratogy of King Naresuan the liberator of Ayudhy,u in the XVl
venttry, It i8 o popular presentation and can be rend with interest
by a non military man. LA '

79, Anumin, Phya: History of the Customs v‘hmuqamm
116 pages; 1951,

It wounld be at once agreed by the reader who hag heen z_xble
to wade thyough these instructive if somewlhit difficult pages that
the author has rendered valuable service here to the student of

Siamese economics and adminigtration. .
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Taxation on imports and exports, he says, has exigted among
mankind from time immemorial.  In this country, at any rate, we
 know from the inseriptions of Rama Kamhaeng some 650 years ago
that in his times “there was happiness in Siam, IFigh abounded in
“the waters and rice in the fields, Governors did-not collect taxes
in transit. A fellow could go about his business walking by the
gide of hig ox or riding on his horse. Whoever wished to trade in
- elephants, horses, or gold and #ilver could do 80", The word for a
tax here was “Ekéb”, a Khmer one, aud the “¢kdb" recurs in later
laws.

, Digeussion follows of the mode of collection, the revenue

depots and other aspects of taxation such as the trade carried
~on by means of junks, etc.  Then follows a full description of the
" organisation in the time of King Chuldlongkorn of the Revenue
- Customs and Excise services, '

The book wag published op the oceasion of the cremation of

the remaing of Mr. and Mrg. Mengkim Simtrakul (a couple well

respected in Bangkok business cireles) at Wab Chakrawat in June
1931 and photographs of the deceased aré of course reproduced.

30.  Boribal Buribhand, Luang : Buddha-images of Different Eras:

- in Siam WiuWﬂTiﬂﬁUﬂﬂN " °1mJ<5 zmﬁ'lwu
; &9 pages, 20 phtea, 1951,

: L

 is lueid. Comfencing with circumstances leading up to the custom
- of.making images of the Buddha, the author goes on to Spécifv the

"v~k-uﬂﬂccessxve periods -of Buddhist Iconography 111 India and 1ater in .

- Biam. with then' characteristics.

It‘may be convenient for the gtudent of Siamese art who can-

not vead Biamese with facility to have a summary of Lu‘iry* Boribal’
classxﬁcatlon of the gerlods of Siamese Buddhist monogrlphy, thus

1. Dvaravati (VI.VIII centuries A. D.), centred round the e

modern Nakon Pathom stretchmg oub as far east am Korab and

As 18 usual with Luang Bovibal, his presentation of the subject
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Buriram, modelled upon Indisn Gupty art, the host example

being the main figure in the 05¢ of the monustery of Phra
Pathomacedi on its east side.

2D Srivijaya (VIIXIT centuries A.D.), vostiges found in
small numboers in the Malay peninsula, such as Jaiyd, heing
however for the most puet fisures of Mahiiyinist Bodhisatbva
fhnures.

3. Lopburs (XIT.XIT eenturiés AD), found mostly in‘.

central Siam, K Jangr featnres.
b Uldengsaen (X11 contury, or first hall of XIIT to XV,

influenced ab first by Indian Pdala art of Nalandd (750.1197)

(but later developed on pure Thai ideals in which the nsnisg is
slongated) its venue being prohably overland through Burmi
towards the east even us far us Viengchand.

h Subkhothai (KTIT century to 1438 AD.). originally devived

from Singhalese art but later developed into what has heen
congidered us chavactorigtic off Sukhobhi ark whersin the face
in oval and graceful lines prevail,

Ayrdbape (1350«1767 ADL), subdivided into (8) U Thong.
with Klmer physiognomy and (1) pure Ayudhya in which the

§

geacoeful Sukhothal chapracterigtios nre diseernible,

7. Bunghole (from 1782 A1), which is a mixture of 5 and 6,

81, Amu Ltyakul T Slories tmm History und Archenlogy
T t q
umulay mmdmnmu'lunﬂmm 508 pages 1951, -

V.
As the author puints out in the preface, the contents were
written primarily for popular consumption and not meant to pe

seiontific treatises. They ave therefove, called “stories” and have
Leen here collected for the first time. They range widely in scopel -

A glance at the table of contents confirms this.

In a ghort review like this it is only possible to mentjon the .

titles of the move interesting articles, such as a biography of Phra-
¢hao Prasad Thong, a trip to Pechrabiin, Lopburi past and present,

the Origin of the Museum, Pong 'Tiik, King Narai. the Great .and - ‘
avcheological notes of old sites of history and archeclogy. = -~ S

»
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82, Amatyakul, T.: History of Important Towns dsgamaeiaing
© 527 pages, 1951,

This is a more detailed snd more considered presentation of
the archeological notes on old sites mentioned in the above review,
Tt consists of seven chapters and deals in each chapter with each
of the old sites. Itis in fact a collection of valuable guides to
these old sites. Summaries of each chapter are well worth repro-
ductidn :

(1) Ayudhya. Beginning wi_th its topography, the author

~leads us to the Royal Palace and the more important and interesting

monastic monuments; and concludes with the attempt to reproduce,
about the commencement of the XVII century, the great Khmer
monument of Angkor Wat at nmpht Nakon Luang and a description
‘of the Palace and some of the monasteries of Bang Pa-In. The
aunthor attributes the revival of Ayudbya to the initintive of Mr.
Pridi Banomyong. Another name which deserves not to be left out
in connection with the clearance and preservation of the old ruins

a8 well as the elucidation of several of the knotty problems of its

history is that of the late Phya Boran, who was identified all his
life with the town and rose from heing a Chief of the Administia-
tion Burean of the Circle to the Pmlted one of its Viceroy.

(2) Lopbum dates from the pre-Thai period of the wa((, 1o
“whromv,, the locality owed it8 former name (still in wuse when the
Jirench cligﬁomatic missions came to Siam in the XVII century) of
L'awo,‘or‘ Lavo The Lawa were there from the distant undated
past but were replaoed about the VI century by the Mon from the
west who, however, when they had taken TLawo decided to move

*on to where Nakon Pathom now is.  This era i8 now known ag

that of Dvaravati (VI-VIII centuries). Proofs still exist of a Mon

town situated. to the east of the railway. iine at - Lopburi,  The
Khmer then replaced the Mon and made Lophuri the centre of an
) 1mpor1.ant ontlylng administrative quarter of thelr gneat umpn-e By
1350 Lopbun became detached from them and’ the first monarch of

Ayudhya sent his son and heir to govern tlie township, thus proving
° : B
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ity importance at that time. Tt eventunlly hecame the favorite
geat of Wing Nuaral for the conl scuson (XVIT century); archeologicul
remuing of this perivd still abound side by side with more recent
building fusugurated by King Mongkut of the Bangkok period.
Quife recontly o new town was huilt more to the east (1940) where
governinent offices are now collected, The anthor gives here o
detailod deseription of the townand the monuments built during the
many succesgive periods of itg history, To this is added some words
about customns and festivities of the local people.

() Sridel was for a long time a puzele in archeology, Tt iy
called by the local people “Paisil’ (from the ancient Indian nawe
of Vaigili),  Although the town, now ruined, was never forgotten,
b way never seientifically studied Lrom the archeological point of
view until Dr, Quariteh Wales made o vigit, followed lator by the
aathor, on bebaudf of the archeological service of the Siamese (tov.
erpwent. A deseription of the latter visit occupios pp, 181238,

(3) Nethon Svi Dhovmerdj i\s another ol town dating from
rewote awes before the Thai came into pogsession of it. Undor the name
of Tambalingam and Tan-Mu-Ling it was respectively known to the
ancient Tndiang, and Chinese some L4 conturios bhuek,  According to
tradition it played an international role in connecetion with o tooth
relic of the Buwddha, Ity fuportant historicnl monuments ave itg
wally, 18 DBreshinin Baneluary andothe greeat Relignary known under
the nare of Wat Phea Molhitdhiitu,  Local enstoons and fentivitiog
conelnde this chapter, 7 - .

(5) Pechrabwr s osgentially o tourist contre and occupies 70
pages of deseriptiong of ity abttraction.  The mnth(i}thinlm it might

-~
Lad

have dated from the V ocentury. n R
(6 Rajuburd Qating from about the dnme remote- age a8 ;
Pochraburi, and, like the latter, possessing vestiges of Khmer
culture, i also known to be the eentre of tourist excursions, several .
of which are here suggested. '
(7 Nakon Pathom, known to the present genexation host
by its gigantic cedi which dominates the towm Originally thig
loeality, by whatever name it might have Dheen ]cr:c;yn, k.
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have heen a port before the sea.const receded southwards., 1t is
guggested that it may date from the III century B.C.when Emperor
o 'Asoka of Magadha sent missionaries to Suvannabhumi. Tt reached

L ,bt,he peak of itg career in the Dvaravati period (VI century A.D,)and

might have been the To-lo-po-ti of 1 Tging, the Chinese pilgrim. of

- “the VII century. Its monuments, ancient and modern, are here
" described minutely. ‘

83, Momenéo oj’ the Futr of Ph; a Patlmnmoedz i 19561
Assanauuan sz nmmml locsd. ‘
84 pages, ploiusely 1]1ustr ated, 1951,

This wemento is art.1st.1m111y prepared. - Pictures of the shrine,
sAn co]uurs ag well as in black and white, abound One is ospecially
‘noticeable, depm{,mn the ﬂoldcn hued Gedi set amid the g,reen foliage

o Whlch gurrounds it . ‘ - x ;
[ ]

: Sevoml of the- conl,ubuhons are by way of greetings,’ congm-
tulabmus or short compliméntary verses touching either on the
”m‘onui:nyent or the fair. Of the longér category, the firgl one has
““been reprinted from my-contribution originally to theJournal of the
i‘So‘ciéty, J88 Thai number 2nd Vol.,, May 1942, on the parallel of the
ynﬂme of the Siamesge town of Nakon Jaisri, where the monument
“of Phra Pa.thomacech is, with the ancient, Khmer monument of
. Nag'n'a Jay'\srl, ‘more widely known  ag Phra Khan, erected by -
: %Jayavarman VII to comniemorate his vu,Lory over the G’ham, mst
' ‘n01bh of Angkor Thom. The article by Lua,ng Bollbal Burlbhand on
.. that partwular species. of the Buddha-image seated ¢ Pewropesnne
: :“b‘cleserve special attention. = This attitude of the Buddha must not
""‘be confounded with another attitude which is known as the Phra
5 Péleldi (“The Buddha of the Lileyyaka Forest”) whwh, while .
su:nllarly qeated has the hands, however, differently placed and'is
ﬂanked by a monkey and an elephant, beamng Iorest tr1bu‘oes. The.
type here tyleated has &he rlght hand - half "raiged, W1t,h ﬁnéers in a
‘mudm There ate only five figures of thig type fmywhere of -the
.same proportions.  The five ave (1) the main image of the U3t of

e
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Phra Pathomacedi, (2) & (3) fragments of two others partially
digeovered around the monwment and its neighbourbuod and now
eollected in the gallery of the mopument, (1) another at Wat Na.
phramen at Ayudhys and (3) the scated figure at Mendut in Java.
All five are of uniform size.  The type is clagsed by the author as
belonging to Indian Gupta apt of Dvaravati.,  Bxeavations of a site
to the south of Phra Pathom in 19589 (which lLas now become
ealled Wat Phiramen) by the suthor in conjunction with M. Dupont
of the Freneh School of the Far Kast have revealed four vacant
seats around  the wmain edi of thal Wat Phramen monument.
Measurements of the seats suggest that ench might have borne one
of the four identically sized imuages,  The image at Ayudhys, how.
ever, ad s arm beoken and repairg have been made which altered
the tremnd of the arm.  No one knows when this was tuken to
Ayudhva or from whers, although a late ipseviption of 1838 atbri-
tates to b w Singhalese origing This iy challenged by the author
un archeologionl gronds, y

An arvticle by MK Kikedddbi Priimoj degeribes the luminous
phenouenon which has ocetrred Trom time o thne around the top
of the Phrea Pathomacedi, Jountry people consider this glow ag o
nimileatation of the monument’s sanetity and helieve thal it por-
tenads on each oceasion sume event of lmportance in conneclion witlh
the futume of the reigning monsel ,

A whort bub interosting deseription of the life of the “Wild
Tiger Cadots” in the thoe of King Bama VI ab Nakors Pathom i
well warth reading, ' \

The volume i beought up at the end by " somprehensive
puide to the town by ‘T Amatyakul, whose work on similarsthemies:

»

has beun reviewed above,

84, Rama VI, His Mujesty King : Madanabiadhiv, or the Romance of
§ o o« .

the Hose uwuvnmw':c)ﬁ'\muuw'maﬂqwmu ~

146 puges 1951,

he. 1
\
The Committee in charge of ruising funds for building a new
pedestal for the statue of the King is to be congratulated upon the

a
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publication of thig, the purpuge of which I8 to swell the wbove men,
tioved fund,  ‘The scheme of raiging this fund has heen going on
for gomue three years past. It I8 now practically certain that there
will e a gubgtantial sum left vver to he turned over to Vajiravudh

- Oollege, the prineipal monument of King Rama VI, The bouk i8 on
ysnle, the proceeds of which are to he devoted to that charity.

The circumstances whiclh led to the writing of the story in
Biamese and its subsequent translation into Toglish verse hive been
dealt with at a mesting of the Biam Society recently mud moveuver
form the subject of an article appearing in the current number of
this Journal,  The publication under veview not only coutning this
English translation but also the original Siamese play with beantiful
hlack and gold illustrutions designed some 20 vears ago by its royal
anthor and carvied out by the Court artist, Phya Anusagna Chitra.
korn.

DN,
“Benglole, 9 December 1951,
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