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OBITUARY NOTICE
Phya Sarasastva Sirilakshna

( Sanrasirn Sukhyang) oo

Phya Surasastra Sivilakshna was a son of Luang Budhanabongs
Bhakdi, Secretary to Chao Phya Mahindra, the Lord High Steward
who served King Monghkut (1851 - 1868) up to the moment of the
King’s death and continued to serve his son, Chuldlongkorn, Nai
Sanragirn, 88 he then was, wag therefore brought up in an atmos-
phere of Siamese Court traditions. He was educated st Suan Xulal
College. Ile won one of the apnunal King's scholarships, was sent
to England and ontered Oundle School.  ¥rom Oundle he went on
to the Royal Indian Bogineering College at Cooper's Hill, where he
duly graduated ag an AMICE. ( Associate Member of the Institu«
tion of Civil Fngineors), He then went on to the Univergity of
California, whare he obtained o master’s degree in Irrigation.

Nui Sarasirn retvrned to Siam and worked in the Irpigation
gervice of the Government until he became ity Director, He was luter
promoted to the Director-Generalship of the Btate Ruilways and
once  ascted for the Minigter of Qummunications - during the
latter's abgence abroad.  During this period of Government gervice
he recoived various bonours, being finally created Phya Sarasustra
Sirilakshng, and was awarded .the Grand Cross of tho Crown of
Stam,  Phys Saragagtra vetired when the Revolution of 1932 broke
out, sud devoted himself to varions unofficial purguits, including =
the work of the Bism Society and some jowrnaligm. In the Siam
Soclety he was active ag leader of the Travel Section snd rose in-
the Couneil to the office of a Benivr Vies Pregident, being reeldoted
for govoeral years in succession to that office. =

Although an engincer and professionally a technician, e was
algo o fluent writer both in his own and in the English l?mguage,,ln o !
the last few years of his life Phya Sarasastra wag a continugt™
invalid, and yet he pluckily served the Siam Society, continning as
its Vice President up to the day of his death. :

Since 1948 he wag again recalled into the gervice of the state
a8 genator, where it ig gaid that he digtingaished himsglf by his just
attitude and strict integrity. -
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