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History

There are many dim and legendary accounts of the origing of
the Ahom people. Modern accounts have pieced together a connected
history of their origins but e¢ven these are confused and difficult to
follow. Dur. R.M. Nath of the Indian Service of Engineers, a keen
archacologist, has, however, recently published a well connected
story in hig “ Background of Assamese Culture though it may be
thought perhaps that he has ventured a little too far into the realm
of faney in hig references to the Egyptians.!

~ “Several Mongolian tribes living in the hills on the western

border of China-—headed by the Chao tribe—invaded China about
1122 B.C. and ousted the powerful Tsang dynasty of that great
empire. The Chaos who had intercourse with Egypt and other
countries in Central Asia in connection with trade imbibed a lot
of the Bgyptian culture, and now mixing the Tgsang culture with
their own, they evolved a new culture known in history as the Glao.

“The Chao ruled for several centuries in China and the
several tribes who came with them as their allieg from their original
wesgtern hilly land ruled over different states in China under the
Chao Emperor.

“One of these tribes which ruled over a state in the Yangtse
Valley was of an independent temperament., They called themselves
the Tais (sic) or the Independent, and were a congtant source of trouble
to the Chinese Emperor in the 3rd Century A.D. They were driven
down to the Hunan area to the south ; but here also quite averse to
the current thoughts of Confucianism or the nsw wave of Buddhism
they stuck to the orthodox cult of worshipping the symbol of power-
giving supreme energy in the form of a piece of cut stone and
carried on frequent revolutionary campaigns againgt the Chinege
Bmperor. In about 568 A.D. the Chinese Emperor - weakened this
turbulent tribe by a divide-and-rule policy :~ OF the two brothers
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who were the leaders, Khunlai, the younger, accepted the vagsalage
of the Chinese emperor, while the proud Khunglung—the elder—
migrated with his followers to Namkhan and then to Meung-ri-
Meun-rang { commonly known as Mungri-Mungrang )—a place about
100 mjles southeast of modern Lashio.®

“Trom here, thege people migrated to various places in the
gouth and established a number of small kingdoms under different
leaders in the hilly country to the north and northwesgt of Burma
including the whole of the Hukong Valley. The Burmese called
them the Shans or the Hill-climbers or the Highlanders, and the
Chinese called them the Nan-Chaos or the Southern Chaos.

“In this area, though these people were comparatively safe
from the Chinese onslaughts, they congtantly fought amongst
themgelves, A section of them went down to the southeast and,
defeating the Mon-Khmers and other ruling races of that avea,
catablished a powerful Kingdom which was known as the land of
the Tais or according to the Burmese—the land of the Shang or the
Shams. Here they came in contact with the Buddhist and the
Hindn coltures that were propagated there by early Indian
colonigersy, and mixing freely with them politically, socially, and
racially evolved au new eculture of a high order. The Kingdom
gradually came to be known ag Siam or the Thai-land,

“The congervative group, remaining in the original Lilly
aren, sbill persisted in the worship of Chumdeo (life and strength
giving God) and Ai-phra-Tonng ( Mother-goddess-lustre ). Clhamdeo
appears to have been an abbreviated form of cheo (chub) ma-Deva
(Heaven great God). The influence of Lord Buddha reached them
only in a distovted form-—Fvat, Fia, ti1] he became Fa ov Phg and
was honoured by the uge of the term as an epithet after the King's
name. The traditional connection with the Chaos was retained in
the fivst epithet of the names of the Kings, and the winged Lion
Taoti of the Chinese Tsang cullurve was nsed as the royal insignia.

Frry .
This Kingdom was known to the early historians of Manipur,
an Indo Burma border state, as Pong,
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The influence of the Chinese Clhao culture—in writing family history
and recounting the deeds of the forefathers of the family on every
solemn occagion like marriage cte,~hecame a custom with them.
The influence of the Tgyptian culture which influenced the (lcos
as well—-in burying the dead with a host of living attendants and
varions necessities of life in a house built with timber and then
covering it up with earthen mound in the form of a byramid-wag
retained scrupulously as a sign of glory and aristocracy. Daily life
wag regulated by heavenly bodies counted upon according to Chinese
astronomy ; sixty years making a century, and each century having
a geparate name,

“Here, in one of the petty Kingdoms of the frequently
quarrelling hierarchy Meung-Mit, a lucky prince of the family of
Khunglung,® had an unlucky quarrel witl: his step-brother about
his share of the kingdom in the HMukong Valley, and in a state of
despair and disgust left the paternal country to try his luck in
fresh fields and pastures new.”

It is probable that the capital of thiz small kingdom was
the town now called Mogaung.? This kingdom lasted until it was
finally wrested from the king by the Burmese in 1799 ag conse-
quence ol his intercepling an Ahom princess on her way from the
Ahom Kingdom to the King of Buwrma or, as it wag called in those

days, Avi.

In 1836 the Myowun Burmese governor of this town was
found by Captain Hannay, an early British visitor, supplicating the
gpirits of three brothers buried there who were severally the
foundersg of the three Thai states of Khamti, Ahom and Mogaung,
namely, Chao Phya Hogeng, Chao Suwei Kapha (Chao Ka Pha) and
Chao Sam Loung Hue Mung.3 The Mogaung people remain the
Shans of Burma, the Khamii people are to be found in the extreme
north of Burma and in Northeast Assam, and the dhom people arve,

of courge, the gubject of this paper.

* Chao Ka Pha



42 Eric T.D. Lambeit

“Accompanied by a band of geven brave friends and
9,000 tollowers,” writes Nath,l “he marched westwards with
the hengdan ( divine sword) in one hand, and the symbol of
Clhumdeo~the gpoil of a nightly theft from the palace of
Meung Khong—in another; and after a degperate march over
many hills and daleg—with atrocious and brutal encounters
with many strange tribes that dwelt sparsely in these God.
forsaken and inacceggible areag—he emerged after 13 years
into the plaing of the Brahmaputra Valley in 1228 A, in 2
place near about pregent Namrup,”*

According to one of the Ahom Buranji (histories) there
were twelve commanders, 300 fighting men, two elephants, two
conductors of elephantg and 30 horses and horgemen,

Chao Ka Pha (''Heaven-come God”) left his home in
1215 A.D. and procceding northwestwards crogged the Chindwin on
rafts probably in the regions of Taro, Irom Taro his route is
difficult to follow but the places he pagsed through are all known
and perhaps careful regearch from the maps will eventually prove
the route. He seems then to have moved into the hills well to the
west and to have gone northwards fighting his way against the
Naga probably along the Sangpan range till he reached the
Nawngyang lake. Here he met fierce opposition and even hig own
historiansg deelare he perpetrated frightful atvocities on the loeal
inhabitants. Perhaps then, ag until quite vecently, the Neaga weve
headhunters and homan sacrificers and unfortunate things may
have happened to many of hig band, The Nagae now living in this
arewn 8till talk of the invasion as if it had happened within the time
of their own grandfathers,

Perhaps it was OChao Ka Pha himself who paused for a
moment on the snmmit of the Patkoi range in 1228 like Moses on
Pisgah gazing at the Promised Tand and exclaimed Mueng Dun
Sun Kham (“The Land of the Golden Gavdens™). That at any rate
is what the Ahom people called the conntry they were eventually to
conquer and rule for many centuries. .

*Other chtonicles give it as nine nobles and 8,000 followers, 4
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It was certainly onc of the most glovious sightsin the world
that mel their eyes. A hroad valley shounding in rice fields ; in the
distance the wide ribbons of the mighty rivers that go to wake ap
the Brahmaputra and towering above everything to the north of the
valley the snow-capped Himalayas tipped perhaps with the rosy
tints of the early morning sun.  Here indecd, after thirteen years
of wandering in the wilderness, was the land of plenty.

Chao Ka Pha and his followers were a vigorous if ruthless
people.  They called themselves Z'a< (celestial or glorious), and the
carly Assamese translating thig literally called them the dsama,
weaning wnequalled or peerless. Asama appears to have heen
softened into dham and eventually to Ahom (pronounced a-home).
Tt ds very fair though to record another cqually tenable theory that
the word dhom has developed from the Burmese name for the Thai
Shawn,  Perhaps Siam, Shan, 4dhom, Assam are all the sane word,

After descending the slopes of the Patkoi, Chao Ka Pha and
his lwst travelled westwards and, easily defeating the Moran, the
first of the Bodo tribes they met, they made their first sottlement
in India at Namrup on the banks of the river Dikhu, By 1253
they had made friends with the next tribe, the Bahahi, and esta-
blished their firgt capital at Charaideo, on the borders of the Naga
Hills some 40 miles to the southwest, This town was to remain
the capital of the Kingdom for the next 300 years or more and
though the capital was moved later further to the southwest, Cha-
raideo remained to the end the burial place of the Kings. At the
time of founding the ecity two horses were sacrificed and prayers
said under a4 mulberry tree. On the banks of the Dikhu the settlers
had time {0 develop and increage in population before comming into
collision with more powerful neighbours further down the valley
to the west.

Chao Ka Pha, the first dhom King, died in 1268, He was,
according to the historian Gait,® an enterprising and brave prince
and his name ig sullied only by the bratal means he adopted fto

*1n Tas Noi history, 10 years before the foundation of the
Sukhodaya Kingdom.
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overawe the Naga hillmen on hig way acrogsg the Patkol Mountains,
After hig death the kings gucceeded each other with regularvity,
governing wigely according to Thai practice through their ministers,
the chao thao lung and the chao phrang mung.

During the reign of King Chao Tu Pha (1364-1376), the
Ahom had many serious claghes with their neighbours the Chuliya.
The Ahom Xing demanded the submission of the Chutiya King
and required in addition that he ghould deliver over to him the
golden couch, the golden standard and the golden cat. He also
demanded that the Chuliye King should vesign his wife to his
cmbraces. The King of the Chutiye rvefuged to accept these condi-
tiong and warg continued throughout the whole of thig reign until
the treacherous agsassination of Chao Tu Bha, In 1376 the Chutiya
King vigited him near hig capital and pretending to be veconciled
invited him to a regatta on the river, Here he enticed him on to
his own barge without attendants and treacherously murdered him.
After Chao Tu Pha’s death, there being no prince whom the great
nobles thought worthy of the throne, the first interregnum in Adhom
history occurred. Eventually the third son of hig predecessor was
elected to the throne and hig first act was to lead the Army and
punish the Chuliya for the murder of his uncle. The Chutiya
wore not overthrown until 1523 in the reign of Chao Hung Mung
though they had been worsted in most struggles prior to this date.

In 1536 the same King attacked and sacked the capital of
the Kachori King and forced his people to retreat to the hills, The
Ahom ag a result of this batile had carried the borders of their
kingdom 150 miles down the Assam valley to the southwest.

In 1539 Chao Hung Mung died at the hand of a Kacharg
asgaggin employed by his own gon Chao Kleng Mung. The reagons
for the asgsassination were a quarrel between father and gon over the
possegsion of the three Queens of the Chuéiye King and a royal row
over a cock fight. At the time of his death the King had also
made the Koch King far to the west his vaggal and had repulsed no
less than three Muslim- invasions, ‘destroying completely the last
Moghul army sent against him. It is thought the fact that he was
the first king to use fircarms may have had gomething to do with
hig military successes,
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Chao Tung Mung was a bold, enterpriging and resgourceful
raler and under him not only did his conntry greabtly expand in
size but under his efficient adminigtration the social condition of
the people made great strides. Ile took a census of the people,
divided them into clang, imported artisansg from nearby countries
and changed the ealendar from: the Jovian to the Hindu system.
During hig reign ton the Hindue Vaishnova reformation, promul-
gated by the great Hindu preacher Sankardelb made considerable
progress. It wag his son Chao Kleng Mung who in the first year
of his reign moved the royal capital from Charvaideo to Garhgaon,

Wars against the Koch and the remnants of the Kuchars
continued for the next hundred years up to the reign of Chao Seng
Pha who died in 1641, During this Monarch's reign many of the
more backward tracts were developed, the dhom made invoads into
the hills on hoth sides of the valley and transfers of population
were made to the more sparsely populated frontier areas to help in
protecting the boundaries.

Under this King, too, many roads and embankments were
huilt and new towns constructed. These earth embankments were
wodels of ingennity and exist to this day close to and in fact right
into the Naga Hillg to the south of the Kingdom. Kataki (inter-
preters) wore appointed on the fringes of the country and none of
the * wild men ” were allowed to crosg the frontiers unaccompanied
by them. Kataki also acted ag spies to watch the movements of
the frontier tribes. In dgome palaces permancnt forts were construce-
ted, stone and hbrick bridges were built and numerous markets
egtablished,

Chao Seng Pha, like his predecesgors, was o greab elephant
hunter and achicved the distinction of being the first Alom King lo
own a thousand elephants. He wmaintained w cloge watch on all
agpects of the administration and wag also the first dhom King to
strike octagonal coing which were supposed to be the shape of the
country he ruled.
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Twenty or more years after his death, 1662, closer conlrol
of the Koch kingdom to the west and raids into Muslim terrvitory
by the dhom led to another attempt by the Moghuls to overcome
them hut Mir Jumla, vne of Aurangzel’s greatest generals, met the
game fabe Napoleon wag later to meet on his march to Mogeow.
The Ahom let him come right througl the country, two or (hree
hundred wiles to their capital at Garhgaon which he entered on
Marceh 17, 1662, Rain and fever then did for the Muslims what
snow and frogt did to the French, When the raing broke the
country was as ugunal transformed into a vast swamp and military
operations became imposgsilile.  The invaders were shut up in their
camp and those who ventured ont were eliminated.  Communica-
tioms and supplies were cut off.  Mir Jumla found himself unable
to maintain his outposts and had to withdraw them one hy one; to
the terrory of a pergistent and unseen cnemy were added sceveval
epidemics, capecially dysentery.  Finally he was compelled hy the
clamony of hig Lroops to pateh up a treaty with the King and retveat
to Dacea in Bengal. Dying himself on March 30, 1663 in sight
of home, he logt a large number of hig men on the way hack and
most of his artillery.  Though his doctors gave varvious diagnoses
for the illness whiclh led to his death the men commonly believed
that the sickness was the vesult of witcheraft practised hy the
Alom King. '

A contemporary Muslim account of the Garhgaon Treaty is
worth quoting in full6 ..

“l. The Rajahs of Asam and Batam (never identified)
should each gend one of their daughters to the
imperial harem.

“2. Tach should pay 20,000 taels of gold and 120,000
tole of silver,

“3. TFifteen elephants to be sent to the Emperor; ffteen
to the Nawad (Mir Jumla) and five to Dilir Khan
(ome of Mir Jumla's lieutenants).

“4.  Within the next twelve months 300,000 fole of silver

and 90 elephants to be sent as tribute to Bengal in three
quarterly instalments.
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it

9. 20 elephants to be furnished annually.

“6. The sons of Budh Gohain, Karkas-ha, Bar Gohain
Prabatur, the four prineipal Phukan of the Rajah to
remain ag hostages with the Nawead till the fulfilment
of the conditiong in Article 4.

“7. The following districts to le ceded to His Majesty the
Emperor:-
A: In the north,
Sirkar Durvang bounded hy Gavhati on one side and
by the Ali Burari (Bhoreli) which passes Fort Chan-
dhura on the other gide;
B: In the south.
The digtrict of Nakirani (near the Guro Hillg);
The Naga Hills;
Beltali ;
Dumurian (extends to the Kallang viver);
“8. A1l inhabitants of K:unrﬁp kept ag prisoners by the
Rajah in the hills and in Namweup to be vestored ; o
also the family of the Budli Phukan.”

In tewritory the Moghuls got little out of the treaty, Durvang
had heen theirvg at one time and the avea elaimed on the south hank
of the river was mostly hill and jungle and inhabited by wild tribes
who wonld yield to no one,

Tyom other Moghul records8 it is clear thai the cession of
Durang was purely nominal, there ig no record of payments of
money by Muslim higtorians but it s true that gome of the elephanis
arrived and that a davnghter of the king wasg subscquently married
to an Imperial Prince, Mohamed A’zam, with a dowry of 180,000
rupees.

There is a vremarkahle similarity hetween the Adhom and
the Muslim accounts of thig treaty.

Chao Tam La, the Ahom King, himself died in Novemher of
the same year and his successor, Chao Phung Mung, refused to
tolerate sueh a dishonourable treaty as had been negotinted by his
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1)1.'edecessm'.7 Soom after his accession he ealled a council of elders
Lo concert measures to degtroy the remaining Muslim power in the
valley, He cstablished fivearm and munition factories and built a
large nuwwber of warships, . He prepared a muoster roll of all able-
bodied men in the kingdom and instilled into their minds by pro-
paganda the sentiments of valour and the ireportance of the liher-
ation of the country. Tt is recorded that he pergsonally instructed
recruits how to fire the arrow, hurl the gpear and use the shield.

Tn this connection a gquotation from Shakespeare, who was
living in Fngland when the Ahom people were making their greatest
progresy, seems most apt:

“For forth he goes and vigits all his host

“Bids them good morrow with a modest smile
“And callg them brothers, friends and countrymen,
“Upon hix royal face there is no note

“How dread an enemny had envounded him,”

It was Chao Phung‘Mung, well to be compared with Shake-
gpeare’s Harry (Henry V), who drove the Moghuls across the piver
Manag and established a viceroyalty at Gauhati 250 wiles from
the point where hig great predecessor had entered India, e died
in 1670 only to be followed by seven kings all of whom werc agsas-
ginated by their ministers in the short space of 11 years. But at
the end of this period there arose in 1681 Chao Phatpha, one of the
greatest of the Ahom monarchs, who inflicted such a crushing
defeat on the Moghuls that the roar of their guns was no longer
heard in the valley, - In a history written by wun Englishman in
1814 the dhom successes were ascribed to the fact that the people
“were fierce of their independence and invigorated by a mnounrish-
ing digh and strong drink’. He added that the prince *had not
gunk under the enevvating and unceasing ceremonies of the Hindu
doctrineg”. Not only did this king defeat the Muslims once and
for all but he succeeded in suhduing all the frountier tribes. He
had a peculiar penchant for land survey which he had picked up
from the Moghnls and though he strove hard the survey of the
country had not quite heen completed by the time of his death in
1696 A.D.
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The accesgion of hig son Chao Khrung Pha alias Rudra
Singh wag the beginning of the end. Though he and his immediate
stuccessors constructed some of the finest roads and aitificial lakes
in the country they began to [all under the sway of the Hindid
priests and with this monareh’s death can be traced the end of the
genevation of strong kings and ““we hear no more of brave deeds,
heroic exploits and territorial acquisitions”. The comfort and devis
talising influence of the land they had conquered had begun to sap
the energy of this once virvile race. They had to accept a subordinate
position in the Hindu cagte yystem and give up the nourishing fare
to which they had heen used.

If the kings up to this date were like the Tudors, Chao
Khrung Pha was the fivgt of the Stewarts. During the reign of
Chao Rampha (1751-1769) we find the nobles for the first time
vefusing to go on active gervice and deelining the command of
military expeditions. The decadence was the same as that of the
Stewarts, The Hindn priests worked upon the vanity of the Alom
kings in the same way as the Christian clergy cringing for royal
favour played upon the Stewarts.  Earlier kings, though they
patroniged and even accepted Hinduism, always placed the safety
of the state above all other considerations. It wag the later kings
wlho fell completely under its sway, finishing with the country full
of religious preceptors and their followers who claimed exemption
from the universal liability to fight and to assist in other public
works. The earlier kings had spotted the posgibility of the Hindu
cagsbe system destroying the 4hom tribal system and did all they
could to avoid the pricsts breaking it up—even going to the extent
of giving the most degrading work including the construction of a
highway to those whom they congidered owing to their higher caste
might upset the gystem. For some time the people continued to
perform the old tribal rituals alongsgide the new worship of the
Hindu pantheon recalling the analogous situation in Rome at the
time of the adoption of Christianity hy Constantine the Great.
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Tt was to some exbent pevsecution of those who accepted the
Hindn doctrine that kindled the firve of the Moamariat rebellion
during the reign of Sunyeopha (1769-1780) thai was the beginning
of the end of Thai Adhom rule in Assam. Thongh Sunyeopha
gueceeded in quelling the rebhellion the insurrection broke out afresh
in the reign of his son Chao Hitapangha (1780-1795).  The capital,
Rangpur, was actually seized by the rebels in 1786 and the King
was forced to flee nearly two hundred miles to Gauhati, The
disorders dragged on for several monthg, whilst the Prime Minister

Parsnanda burha gohain valiantly strove to put them down,

It was this rebellion and the anarchie state of the country
that led to the fivst arrival of the British who by this time had
replaced the Muslim (Moghul) power on Asgsam’s horders. The
country had become filled with the turbulent ruffianism of the great
bhazaars in Bengal, with dishanded soldiery and fighting fanatics
pillaging the viillages, laying waste the fields and rveducing the
country to ruin. The King appealed for help to a nearby Britigh
merchant whose private army wag defeated and cventually to Lord
Cornwallig the Governor General of India, who agreed that he must
take steps to stop maraunders from Britigsh territory interfering in
the internal affairs of Assam. The gangs of pillagers from Bengal,
were accordingly ordered to return to that state hut refused to do so.

In 1792 Captain Welsh with a small force accordingly went
to the Ahom King's relief. Te retook Gaubati which at this time
was under the contvol of a gang of low cagte Hindusg from Bengul,
and advancing up the valley by March 1794 had vetaken the capital
Rangpur for the King and put down the Moamaria rebellion. But
unhappily for the 4hom and despite vigovous protests by the Ahom
King the new Governor General 8ir John Shove ordersd Captain
Welsh to leave the country. (1t wounld be very interesting in the

*The Moamuaric are believed to have been an aboriginal tribe
that had settled in the upper part of the country hefore the coming of the
Ah.om people. The whole tribhe embraced IHinduism but rejected the

popular worship of Siva. Thy professed themselves votaries of the Vishna-
Vishnu religion,




A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE AHOM PEOPLE 51

light of later events to speculate on what would have happened if
this order had not been issued,) A fow months later the King died
to he succeeded by Chao Klingpha (1795-1810). The Moumaria
rehelled again and the 4hom suffered continuous attacks from the
hill tribes. A period of great disorder prevailed but a temporary
respite was obtained by the fine generalship of Havipod delu
phukan, who received a large reward of land from the King fov
his great services. This land still vemains in the hands of his
descendants.

Chao Klingpha was succeeded on his death by hig brother
Chuao Din Pha who was in his teens at the time. Thigz boy was
tond of keeping low company, Satrawm, the son of a poultry-keeper,
heing the prineipal object of hig attachment. He raised him to the
high vank of charingia phukan and therehy greatly incensed the
nohles. The favourite realising how much he depended on the King
soon sel about stirring up trouble among the ministers of state,
There was a gerions quarrel between the two great officers, the

TI‘

bar phukan and ‘the burha gohain. he King, fve{t'ing against
the infuence of the lurhe gohain, sent his supporter the Dar
phdean to call on the British for aid. This was refused, the British
not wishing to get involved in the internal politics of the state, and
an appeal was then made to the Burmese who entered the country
with a lavrge force.  This force supported the King but eventually
vetived. The burha gohain seized his chance and depoging Chao
Din Pha get up Purander Singh, a royal prince, ag King, Chao Din
Pha again called on the Burmese for assistance. They sent an army
Lo :Lid\. him and Purander Singh was forced to flee to British territory
in 1816 as a political refugee. In 1819 he applied for Britigh
agsigtance but this was refused, .

In due course Chao Din Pha found the price of Burmese
gupport more than he could afford to pay and he soon became
anxious to get rid of them. IIe applied once more for British
assistance which was as usnal refused and after a quarrel with his
Burmese allies he, too, was forced to flee for asylum to British
territory. The Burmese then set up Jogeswar Singh, a distant
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relative, in his place and gent a message to the British demanding
the handing over of the King on pain of invasion of Bengal to seize
him. The British countered this by sending troops to the frontier
and & warning to the Burmese to keep out. The Burmese, however,
persisted in advancing on Cachar, a state which had sometime
previously placed itself under British protection. The British
thereupon declared war and within a year had driven the Burmese
from Assam and Manipur but nol before they had committed the
most frightful atrocities on the people.  According to the historian
Mackenzie®: “Nothing,” at this time, “could have heen more
wretehed than the state of Assam when the valley was firgt occupied
Iy onr troops. 30,000 Assamese had heen carried off ag slaves hy
the Burmese. Many thousands had lost their lives and large tracts
of country had Dheen laid desolate by the wars, famines and
pestilences, which for mearly half a contury had afflicted the
provinee. The remnant of the people had almost given up enltivation,
gupporting themselves chiefly on rootg and plantg. The nobility and
prieatly familieg had retired to Goalpara ( Bengal) or other rvefuges
in British territory, often after loging all their property, and with
them had gone crowds of dependents glad to escape from the
migeries of their native land.”

The invaders committed the most horrible acts of torture
and barbarity. Many of these were described o few years lator to
a traveller, Butler, with great minuteness which left in hig mind
no doubt of their anthenticity, TIn one cage ag many ag 50 men
were decapitated in one day, in another, men, women and children
were herded into a large bamboo and thatch building and burned
to death, On February 24, 1826, when the operations of the Burma
campaign had been completed elsewhere, the Burmese signed the
treaty of Yandaboo. Anrticle 2 of this treaty rcads: * His Majesty
the King of Ava renounces all claims upon and will abstain from
all future interference with the principality of Agsam and its

"l

dependencies.

Unable to find a useful prince of the royal house to whom
the country could be handed over, the British8 “with great
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reluctance ™ found themselves for sccurity reasons in the position
of having to control the country for the next seven years, In 1833,
however, despite two ineffectual Burmese sapported risings, the
firgt one under Gadhadhar Singh, a nephew of Chandra Kunta and
relative of Jogeswar Singh, the second under the ex-bar gohain and
burha phulkan, o large part of the comntry was placed under the
rule of Purander Singh who was believed to be morally and other-
wise the most eligible repregentative of the voyal stock. A treaty
wag executed by which he was protected and guaranteed against
invasion on condition of his paying an annual sum of 50,000 rupees,
In October 1838, however, he declured himself “unable to carry on
the administration any longer ” and the territories were resumed
by the Government of Il;(lizt, the King being pensioned off with a
political pension of 1,000 rupees a month,

The final decay of Alwom political power came with the
releage by the British of the many slaves employed by the rich
nohles without compensation and the abolition of the padil system
whereby the great families had been able to cultivate their large
estated.  In addition the more educated Muslims and Hindu upper
clagges were cmployed in the work of the Government. The dhom
all fell to the level of humble cultivators and the Kolita a people
of Aryan descent who had lived amongst the Ahom throughout,
made the most imporvtant advance, The dhom people number now
only a few hundred thousand and arve confined mostly to the Upper
Agsamn Valley,

Glovernment.

The Government of the Adhom was a limited or oligarchic
monarchy, but as the state grew in size the monarchy teunded to
hecome more absolute, the amount of limitation depending partly
on the personal influence and character of the king and partly on

the power of the great nobles.

The monarchy passed from father to son with great regula-
rity in the eurly days of AlLom rule but in later times the succession
might devolve on a brother or even a more distant relative. In the
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choice of a suceegsor mueh depended on the wishes of the previous
king, much on the personal influence of any rival candidates and of
course a great deal more on the action of the two, later three, great
nobles who at least in thooi'y and often in practice would constitu-
tionally nominate the new king. They were in fact vegarded as the
depository of sovereign powers and in the interregnums of 1376-80
and 1389-97 such powers were actually exercised by them. In other
words, a8 in ancient Rome, when a king died his sovercignty puassed
to the elders.

In appointing a successor, however, there were two essential
qualifications. Firstly, no one could in any circumstances aseend
the throne who was not of voyal blood; and gecondly any noticeable
sear or blemish, even the scar of a carbuncle, operated as a har lo
the succession. It was frequent practice amoengst the Ahom kings
on coming to power to endeavour to secure themselves aguinst
intrigues and eventual deposition by their relatives by mutilating all
possible rivals, Tt is vecorded (hat this sometimes took the form of
making a small nick in the ear, though in other cases the mutilation
might go much further. No king could be legally enthroned unless
first the great officers of state hud concwrred in his proclamation.
Originally, as already mentioned, the prineipal councillors of state
numbered two, the chao thaolung (Great-Old-God ) and the el
phrangmung (God of the Wide Country). They were called in
Assamese bar gohain and burha gohain. In the reign of Chao
Hung Mung a third was added, the chao senglung (Great-Holy-
(God.) They had provinces agsigned to them in which they exercised
sovereignty but so far as the general administration of the country
and its foreign relations were concerned their functions were purely
advisory., The King in theory was bound to consult them on all
matters of importance and conld not issue general orders, embark
on war or negotiate with other states without doing so.

In practice these appointments descended from father to son .
but the King had the right of gelecting any member of the pregeribed
clan that he chose and could also at any time dismiss a gohain
though this was usually done with-the concurrence of the other two
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The gohain were highly privileged and were given a number of
families to serve them but they were required to provide their
portion of militia to sevve in war or the required number of work-
men for any great public work.

Ag the country grew in extent it was found necesgary to
delegate certain of the King's duties to others and various new
appointments were made, in particular in the reign of Chao Seng
Pha the bar barue phukelung and the bar phathan lung., These
were not hereditary appointments hut the posts were filled only by
members of twelve specified families. In order to prevent the
gohaim from growing too powerful, members of their clang were
not allowed to hold any of these new posts.

The Dar boaruc received the revenues and administercd
justice in the northeast whilst the bar phukan was the viceroy of
the western portion of the Kingdom. TEach was given commuand of
twelvo to fourteen thousand men, 7% of these men were, however,
allotted (o the officer for his private uge together with any finey
which he might levy on them for cortain offences. He also rveceived
fees prid by persons appointed to minor government offices, thongh
in all eages their nomination had to he confirmed by the monarch,
The bar phukan, owing to the distance he lived from: the capital,
heeame ot a later date one of the most powerful officers in the
Kingdom.,

Below these five great officers were governors who admi.
nigtered many of the districts along the Lrontiers. Some of these
governors were from the royal line, some from the elans of the three
gohwing, othevs from senior familieg and yet more were vassal
princes, declared governorg ol their own tervritories after conquest
or submission,

Another thirty two officers existed called phulan and baruc,
There weve six military plukan on the conneil of each bayr barua
and bor phukan. In addition to commanding units of the Army they
appear algn to have had certain civil functions in specified areas.
Subordinate to them were the #a jkkowea who commanded 3,000 men
each,
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Amongst these thirty-two were the officers who supevintended
the variong arts, sciences, trades, sonrvces of public revenue and the
king’s hougcehold. A phukan managed the queen’s affairs, another
the royal gardens, another the fleet. There was a keeper ol the
royal wardrobe, a gnardian of the Hindu temples and superintendent
of the gunpowder factories. Subordinate officers, the barua, managed
other departments. There was u treasuver, an officer in charge of
the palanquing, a chiel executioner, & mint master, a royal physician

and an officer in charge of the elephants,

The phulkan had to be chogen from four noble families,
degscendants of those who had accompanied Chao Ka Pha in hig
conguest of the country. Most of these other officers were also
of nohle hirth though the posts were not herveditary.

In short it will be seen that the King governed through the
aristocracy.  Wanton infringement of the rights of the wristocracy
was one of the main cauges which finally proved the ruin of the
country,

The Administralion.

A ghort deseription of part of the covonation ceremony of
the king would noft be ont of place here. Tt has rightly heen
degeribed as very elaborvate,

“The King wearing the Swndeo, or image of his tutelary
deity and carrvying in his hand the lengdan or ancestral sword
proceeded on o female elephant to Charaideo where he planted o
pipul tree, He next entered the Patgarh wheve the presiding priest
ponred a libation of water over him and his chief queen, after which
the royal couple took their gseats in the Holongghar, or a bamboo
platform, under which were placed a man and specimens of every
procurable animal. Consecrated water was poured over the royal
couple and fell on the animals below. Then, having heen bgthod,
they entered the Singharighar and took their seats on a throne of
gold under a geries of nine white canopies and the leading nobles
came up and offered their presents.  Before the reign of Chao
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Khrung Pha it had been necesgary for the king before entering the
Soringhar to kill a man with his ancestral sword but that Monareh
ordered the gubsgtitution of a bhuffalo and the example wasg followed
by his successors. New money was c¢nined, and gratuities were
given to the principal officers of state and to religious mendicants.
On the seventh day of the ceremonies Chumdeo (ov Somdeo), the
titnlar deity, was worshipped in a magnificent manner and at the
end of the religious vites the King, in the presence of the deity, had
to make a solemn pminise to rule according to the advice of the
dangaria (the elders ).  In theory a king not duly consecrated did
not pogsess full sovereignty. He could not strike coing, sit on the
throme or hold the gceptre and the white nwbrella. In practice,
however, the King exervcised most of hig powers before eoronation
ag in some veigns owing to foreign wars or scarcity the ceremony
could not be held at all,

The dhom administration was based on personal service
in lien of taxation. Tt was the people, not the lands, that were the
propevty of the state.

All the free adult males from 15 to 50 were ealled peeek.
Tonr paik made one gol (except during the 18th Century when the
number had to be reduce to three), five gols of 20 men were
commanded by a bora, o sadkic was in command of five bora and
ten saikin controlled by a Aazakiko (1,000 men), three hazalila
by a rajkhowa and two ragkhowa by a phukan.  The bar phukan
and the bar barua were the commanders-in-chief and were in charge
of approximately 12,000 men each, iwe, cach man commanding the
forces of two phakan.

A number of gol were again combined into kel according
to the calling of the maik, such ag the function of looking after
alephants, making and manning boaty, building houses, repairing
temples, making arrows or spears, cte.

The pasle nominated their own bora, and saikia who were
appointed by the plakan and rajhhown.  The phukan, rajkhowa
amd hazaktkoa were appointed by the King on the advice of his
ministers, the golain.
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The patk could claim the digmissal of bora, siikin and even
their own hazalika whereby they were saved from oppression which
might otherwige have been their lot. Justice was meted out all the
way along the chain of command though there was an appeal to
the sovereign dealt with by an officer named the nyay sodha phikan.

As remuneration for his service to the state amonnting to a
third of the year each pail received 2-§ acres (2 pura) of rice land
called ga mats (body land) free of charge. When each pail was
on gervice the cultivation would be carrvied out by the remaining
three members of his gof. This land was the property of the state
and was theoretically neither hereditary nor transferable. There
wag however nothing to prevent a padk from owning other cnltiva-
table land or a homestead garden. Should he do so he paid Re 1/-
annually as a house, poll or hearth tax for his homestead and Re 1/-
per annum for every other pure of land held.

Slaves, however, were not taxed but when the first British
adminigtrator made an enquiry into the title by which slaves were
held he discovered that many patk were content to be called slaves
and concealed amongst them in order to avoid taxation. After his
enquiry more than 12,000 persons were reinstated as padik !

It was this supply of digeiplined labour that enabled the
kings to construct the great public works which even to this day of
machineg are a wonder of the age. The gystem was not particularly
popular but it worked and above all taxed the people on the one
commodity they had to spare—labour,

Artisans were taxed at a higher annual rate than the culti-
vators, gums varying from Re 1/-to Re d/-per person. Since writing
the above I have been ve-reading Wood’s “History of Siam” and it ig
worth guoting exactly what he says on pages 37 to 39 where it will
he found that except for the corvee labour little change seems to
have taken place in the Thai system of administration hetween
leaving China and arriving in India.

“It is clear from the annalg of the Tang dynasty that the
T'ai Kingdom of Nanchao wag a highly organised state. There were
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minigters of gtate, cengors or judges, treasurers, ministers of com-
merce, ele., cach departinent being called shwang., Minor officials
managed the granaries, rvoyal stables, taxes ete. The military
organisation was similar to that of modern Siam. Tt was arranged
by tens, centurions, chiliarchs, deka-chiliarchs, and so on, Military
gervice then, as now, was compulsory for all able-bodied men, lots
being drawn for each levy. Hach soldier was supplied with a
leather coat and a pair of trousers; they wore helmets and carried
shields of rhinoceros hide.

“Land was apportioned to each family according to rank,
a gystem which survives in Siam to the pregent day, in the nominal
seckedi ne grade conferred upon officials.

“Phere were six metropolitun depavtinents and gix provin-
cial Viceroys in Nanchao.

“The people were acquainted with the art of weaving cotton
and rearing silkworms, West of Yang-chang a type of mulberry-
tree grew, the wood of which was uged for making bowls; and gold
was found in many partg, both in the sands of the vivers and in
the mountainsg.

“When the Tai King uppeared in public eight white-scal-
loped standards of greyish purple were carvied before him, algo two
feather fans, o haiv plume, an axe, and a parasol of kingfigher's
feathers. The standards of the queen-mother were scalloped with
brown instead of white,

“The chief dignitaries wore a tiger skin.

“Tach man paid a tax of two measures of rice a year, and
there was no corvee labour. Some may say that in the last respect
the ancient 7'w¢ sot a good example to their Siamese descendants.

“Had the Nanchao 7 a written character, or did they use
Chinése ideographs 7 We do not know. In the opinion of the
author, it ig very improbublé that any system of writing at all
resemrbhling those now in nse (atl of which are of Indian origin)
was adopted” before the eleventh century. It ig likely that the
Nanchao T'ad nsed Chinese characters,
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“Ag to the religion of the ancient T'wi, we likewise have
no definite information.  We know that Buddhism, the religion of
almost all the modern a4, was introduced into China, from the
south, during the first century of the Christian eva. Tt is, thevefore,
probable that the Buddhist religion was quite familiar to the Z'ai
inhabitants of Nanchao for several centuries before many of them
migrated south., The Buddhisin of China is, however, the later
form of the religion, known as the Malayana or Great Vebicle,
whereas all the T'ai since the dawn of their modern history in the
twelfth century have been followers of the Hinayane or Small
Vohicle, which elaims, with some justice, to be the true veligion
taught by the Buddha himself.

“Tt i8 fairly certain, therefore, that the 7w, as a race
bhecame Buddhistg after they had emigrated to the south, There
may have been some Buddhists among the old Nanchao Tat, hut as
a nation they were almost certainly animists, worghipping the
beneficent gpirits of the hillg, forests, and waters, and propitiating
numerous demons with sacrifices aud offerings. This simple faith
gurvives in Siam to the present day, and in the north is still more
truly the religion of the country people than is Buddhism.”

No cloge administration of the surrounding hill trihes of
Assam wag ever achieved for any length of time but muny of them
paid annual tribute in kind, When the tribute wag not forthcoming
or the tribegmen raided the plaiusg, the pass by which they entered
wasg blockaded and only reopened on submigsion or the payment of
a fine. Asg already stated relations with the hill tribes were
conducted through kataki,

The Administration of Justice.

The chief judicial authorities were the three gohain and the
bar barua and bar phukan. An appeal lay to them from their
gubordinates and a second appeal could he made {o the king.

Tribotary chiefs and the phuken administered justice in
their own districts but an appeal from their orders lay to the bar
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phackan and the king, Tt is suggested thab one of the main defects
ol the dhiom systemws was the conntering of the judicial gystem with
the executive,

The administration of jnstice up to the time of the Moarn-
et rohellion was speedy, efficient and impartial, Counrts were open
but no pleaders were employed. The parties themselves would
appear or be repregsented by a relative.

Asgsesgors were consulted and in civil cases written evidence
wag recorded,  The judge decided according to the custom of the
country and his common sense (a system retained by the British in
the hill districts) but a capital sentence if impoged had to be con-
firmed by the King though it is recorded that the bar barua exer-
cised this power. He conld not, however, order an exccution in
which the blood of the vietim might be gpilled. Nevertheless other
punishments inflicted were bavbarous in the extreme.

After the Moamarin vebellion, justice like cverything else
deteriovated and it was degeribed as characteriged by great hursh-
negs and on the lines of “tooth for a tooth™.

Pullic Works Administration.,

As already degeribed this depended upon the extremely
well organised paik system, One hag only to travel around the
country to gee the effects of the system and to realise how keen the
rulers must have been on public works—and what hard taslimasters
they must have been. Roads, embankments, bridges, temples, royal
palaces and enormous tanks abound. Many of them like thoge in
Avuthia have fallen into decay but some of them are still found to
be of congiderable use whilst others are a pitiful reminder of a
once great nation now fallen into decay.  To approach by road the
old Ahom capital of Rangpur is to approach the old Siamese capital
of Ayuthia. The similarity is weird and moest striking. The same
embanked road, the same overgrown tanks, the sawme red tiled
dilapidated walls and temples. In Rangpur however many of the
- tanks have again been cleared and some attempt made to rehahilitate
the temples and palaces by the Government under the National
Monuments act. '
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The country heing low and gubject to  flood, irrigation
embankments and canalg had to be dug and to facilitate trade and
military action great roads had to be constructed a considerable
height ahove the flood waters.

Bridges were conustructed of stone and brick and the follow-
ing desgeription of the bridge over the river Namphuk is illustrative
ol the great gize of some of Lhe underl‘akings:’“g 16,000 stones,
303,000 bricks, matimah (phaseolus radiatus) 64 dhols, Sum (hemp)
G4 dhols, 36 dangs fish, 1,360 dhols stone lime, 1,218 diols shell lime,
1,229 pitchers lime water, 56 pots molagses, (8 seers resin, and an
unspecified quantity of oil.  The cement uged in the construction
of these old bridges cannot be equalled today and it is probable
that an analysis might prove that the cement in Ayuthia is much
the same.

Roadg probably run into some thougands of miles. The
Dhodar Ali, 115 miles in length, is completely bridged and is said
o have been built by “the slothful people.”  Another long road
was ordered to be built by * incompetent priests”,

The tanks, though, are probably the greatest of the dhom
works., The two largest, the Jai and Gauri Sager, have arveas
wider water of 155 and 150 acres respectively whilst their total
areas including banks and ditches ave 318 and 293 acres. These
are in the neighbourhood of the old capital of Rangpur. To walk
round one of these tanks i3 a perambulation of just over two miles,

Armed Sirength.

The dhom seem to have had well organised armies and their
navy was well able to rival (he Moghwls, Some warships carried
ag many a8 80 men. In one altack made on the Moghuls on the
Brahmaputra in the 1660’3 the dhom used hetween seven and cight
hundred ships losing in the engagement three to four hundred
manned with cannon on either side, L'he ships were described by
a Moghul historian as extremely well constructed of chambal wood
but glower than the war vessels of Bengal.

* Tradition has it that large blocks of stone collected on either

side of the Brahmaputra river were collected by a bar phukan with the
intention of bridging it. »
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The Army in the 17th Century at the height of its strength
pogsessed considerable well cast artillery and matchlocks in addition
to spears, bows and arrows. The Muslims claimed during the 1662
expedition to have captured 675 cannon and 6,370 matchlocks in
addition to one iron cannon that fired a ball weighing more then
200 1hs. Gunpowder was locally made but some was imported from
India. Uniforms were woven from cotton and by custom the whole
process from ginning to weaving had to be carried out between
midnight and sunrise,

Considerable use was made of elephants and for defences it
wasg usual to raise wide earthen embankments, often topped with
wooden palisade type forts. In front of these embankments the
Ahom would dig ditches which they filled with panji, pointed
bamboo stakes, which were extremely diffienlt to cross.

Their fighting men have always been deseribed asg brave and
in fact the Moghuls referred to a few of them as capable of holding
up thougands of the enemy, They dashed into battle screaming
like jackals and were particularly given to night attacks (Tuesday
of the week was congidered the most [Ji«)pitinus day for such
attacks).

Their commissariat appears also to have worked well and
granaries seem always to have been well-stocked and well placed
for assistance to the troops,

One or two notahle tricks adopted by the resowrceful Akom
in war are worth recording, In one case they dug out a long portion
of an embanked road during the monsoon, so long that it conld not
he hridged. On another they chose strategic places along the hanks
of vivers and cavrved off the sides so steeply that neither horses nov
elephanls conld clamber up the bunk on the opposite side.

There are no records of the use of cavalry though their
allies the Manipuri came to thelr agsistance on occagion with this
arm.

Generalghip appears on the whole to have been good and
fighting well co-ordinated.  Well it might he, for failure was some-
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times punighed not only with the death of the general but on one

oceasion with the slanghter of hig whole family.

Varions cstimates have heen provided of armies put into the
field from time to time and it is difficult to gauge the greatest force
the Ahom ever raigsed but it geems possible that during the Mir
Jumla invasion they may huve hid an army 50,000 strong and a
navy consisting of geveral thousands, though the standing army of

caodang or palace troops was never more than 6,000,
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