IN MEMORIAM
His late ROYAT HIGHNESS PRINCE RANGSIT of JAINAD

Biam has suffered « grievous loss through the death on the 6th
Maveh last of His Royal Highness Prince Rangsit of Jainad, 1t ig
not ouly the logs of a great national figure that is to be deplored but
also that of one of the most cultnred and arbistically distinguished
men in the country,

- Prince Rangwsit was born in 1885, one of the younger sons of
King Chulalongkorn., His early edueation took place in the Raja-
kumar School within the Palace precinets. Later he went to Ger-
many and Prosecuted his studies at the ancient University of Hei-
delherg, taking education ag his subject, Tt was an unfortunate
illness that prevented him from presenting a thesis there: but he
had already scquired such @ grip of this wide subject that, on his
return to Siam, H.M. King Vajiravodh wnhesitatingly made use of
the knowledge he had gained by placing him in the Ministry of
Education.

Tn addition to his deep interest in education, His Royal High-
negs had also inherited a medieal tradition from his maternal grand-
father, the eldest son of Kroma Luang Wongsa, who signed the first
Anglo-Siamese Treaty with Sir John Bowring and was the ancestor
of the Banidwongs family, a family which to thig day is distingnished
for its many and greab sevvices to the Siamese people in all branches
of the Government. It wasg this medical tradition, which was to
lead to His Royal Highness’s many contributions to the nation’s
well-being in the field of Pnblic Health as well as of Education. For
when he began his official career in the Ministry of Education in
1913 ag Under-Secretary of State, he combined with this post the
duties of Inspector of the Royal College of Medicine at Sivivaj
Hospital. In 1917 he hecamse Director-General of, University Educa.
tion ‘when Chulalongkorn Upiversity was founded and combined
within its walls the Royal College of Medicine and the College of
Qivil Service Training. He now algo became the founder of the
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Department of Public Health; and it-must undoubtedly have a heen
greal joy to him to gee the enormous development that has taken
place in the work and achievements of this most important branch
of the public service, a development go great that it has necessitated
its transfer to a Ministry of its own. Tt was a grievous loss to the
country as a whole when, a few years later, illness obliged His Royal -
Mighness to retire from active parvticipation in the work of the
Ministry of Education and the Department of Public Health, with
the development of which he had been so intimately connected and
to which he had contributed so mnech. "

His Royal Highnesg's velationghip with the present Royal
Tamily was always a very close one: for his mother died at hig birth
and he wag mothered and brought up by the Queen Grandmother,
H.M. Queen SBawang. Tt was therefore natural that Iis late Majesty,
King Ananda, and Hig present Majesty, King Bhumibol, should
request ITis Royal Highness to assume the arduous  duties of "Prosi-
dent of the Counncil of Regency ‘and, later, of sole Regent during
their absence for reasons of edunecation and health in Switzerland.
No one who ever came into contact with His Royal Highness during
the exercise of these high functions will ever forget the noble yot
wonderfolly charming manner with which he fulfilled them. They
must sometimes have been extremely onerous to him, breanse he
was naturally of a very modest disposition and, of late years, snffered
greatly in his health. But fo him dunty was of paramount impor-
tance: and from duty he never flinched, be the handicaps what they
‘might. Hia graciousness in other directions will also always he
remembhered: for he was ever ready to lend his presence to the
families of those who had grown old in the service of their country,
on the great occasions of their lives and, on these occasions, his kind
words and friendly smile were always things to be held in treagured
memory.

He marvied a German lady, Fraeulein Elizabeth Mueller, who
has endeared herself to all who have been privileged to know her
by the gentle kindness of her character and by her nnswerving help
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to him in the moments of his greatest joys and deepest troubles.
There were three children of the marriage, two of whom carry on
the tradition of healing which was instinct in His Royal Highness's
nature: for the eldest son maintaing a veterinary hospital, while
the only daughter is married to the pregent head of the Pasteur
Institute in this country.

It has already been said that His Royal Highness was one of
Siam’s most cultured and artistically distinguished sons; and it is
especially on thig side of his character that he will be particularly
lamented by the members of the Siam Society, of which he
wasg long an Honorvary Member and of which he was from 1948 the
Honovary Vice—President. A keen photographer, a profound con-
noiggenr of old niello work, an enthusiastic collector of Siamese
paintings and a true lover of good music, he always took the greatest
posgible interest in the artistic and scientific work of the Siam
Society, lending it his close attention and always ready to give it
the benefit of his learned agsistance,

He will be sadly migged. With hig pasging Siam is the poover
by one of her most faithful and devoted children.and the world by
a great and noble gentleman.
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