
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1951 

'l'he Annnal General Meeting terminating the yea!" 1950 was 
held 011 Sm1day, l~t Apl'ill951 at the Society's Home, GO Asoka Road, 

Bangkapi, with nlO Prcsiflent., His HighnPSR Pl'ince Dhani Nivat., in 
the Ohail'. 

'l'he Ommeil fnt 19f>l was elected as follows: 

H.H. Prince Dhani Nivat, 

Kwnnamun Hidyalabh 

Pllya Sarn.~aHt.ra Si!'ilakShJJa 

H.H. P1·iuco P1·om Pm·aehatra 

H.E. Ohao Ph~·a Sri Dlwnna-

cl h ihur-: 

Mol1l Ol!il.n Ajavad i:-; Disknl 

H.G. ]i'l'rtlHLIWll 

MisH Mary AnglPlll,\'1'1' 

Rolland H. Bnshne1· 

Th·. l.{ober·(;, L. Pt•Hdi<Jion 

President, 

Seniol' Vice-President and 

Loader of the 'fl'ftVl'l Section, 

Vi en·- President, 

Vine·-Pre:;ident, 

HnnoJ•ary Seretm·y, 

Hono1'a1'y 'r1·easurer, 

HorHH'ltl':i' Libr:n·iarr, 

Honorary EdHol' of the Jour-
nal, 

Leader of the Nat mal His­

tnl'y Sent.ion, 

Mom Rajawnng:; Smnnnajat:i SwaBdiln11, 

Al'iynnt M:mjikni, 

Mom Lmmg Pin Malalml, :M.A. 
Dr. Ohaloem Pnrananacla, M.D. 

Phya Am1wat. Wanaraks, 

Phyrt A J'l:hnkal'iya Nibonc1, 

ILK Mr. Bhagwat, Dayan, 

Luang Jamni Kolnknrn, 

.J..T. Boel PK, 

Phya Anuman Rajadlum, 

H.}IJ. Mr. Edwin :E'. Stnntou, 

Dr. Joseph S. Gonld, 

Luang C.lrakrapani. 

'l'he uew Cotmcj] upon taking office avpo:inted t.he following 

st.amling committees: 



292 

FINANCE: H.H. Prince Prern Purachatra, Vice-:Presidml.t, 
Chairman, 

'l'ho Hnnm•ary Secretal'y, 

The Honoray 'l'reasnrer, 

EXCHANGE: The Honnra1·y Librarian ( Miss Mary Anglemyer) 
Chairma11, 

The Honorary Editor of U1e Journal, 

Mom Rajawongs Sumonajati SwaRrliknl, 

H.E. Mr. Bhagwat; Dayal, 

A.O. Braiue-Hartnell, 

J. Bmmqnet, 

Nicolai Geelmnyllen, 

H.E. Mr. Snkich Nimmanhaemincla. 

EDITORIAL: 'l'lw Houora1·y Eclit.or of the Journal ( M1·. Hollan<1 

H. Bushner ), Chairman, 

The Leader of the Nat ural History Section, 

H.H. Prince Dhani Nivat, Krommnun Bi<1yalabh, 

H.H. Prince Prem Pnrachat.ra, 

J.J. Boeles. 

'l'he Siam Societ.y suffered two great losses during the year: 

one by the death of its senior vice- president, Phya Sarasastra Siri­

lakslma, who passed away on 30th M:ay 1951 after a long illness, 

and the other by the U.eath of its Foundation and Honorary Member, 

Phya Inch·a Montri (Dr. F. H. Giles), who died on 31st October 1951 
at his residence in Bangkok. The late Phya Sarasast.ra Sirilashna had 

served the Siam Societ.y strenuously for many years: he was active 

as leadel' of the Travel Section and rose in the Oouncil to the office 

of a Senior Vice-President, being re-elected for several years in 

succession to that office, whieh he held up to the clay of his dea.t.h. 

The late Phya Indra Montri (Dr. :F. H. Giles) was t.l1e Society's 
foundation member since the year 1904 and had served the Society 

n,s Presirlent for a numl)er of years. Several valuable contributions 
of research to the Siam Soeiety Journal were from his pen. 
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'i1o fill the vacaney caused by Phya Sarasastra Sirilakshna's 

deat.h Mr. Nicolai Geelmuyden was co-opted as member on the 

Council on 18th J\me 1951. Mom Rajawongs Snmonajat.i SwasdiknJ 

was appointed leader of t.he 'fravel Section in Phya Sarasastra Siri­

laln~hna'i'l place. 

During the Honorary 'l'reasnrcr's absence on lwme leave at the 

end of the ye:w Phra Bhanijsnrn Vithes, ordinary member of the 

Sneiet:y, was asked to ati.enrl tn tho Sneiet.y's accounts in the capacity 

of Acting Honorary 'l'reasnrer, and whilst the Honorary Librarian 

was absent on furlough Mr. Nicolai Geoimnyden was appointed 

Acting Honorary Lil)]·arian, a position which ho occupied for over 

f'onr monUts, he was subsequently elected ex-officio chail-man of 

the Exchange Oommit.tee. 

']~he Ommcil held twelve business meetings during lJw year: 

six. rrwetings weee held at the Society's Home in Banglmpi and six 

meetillgs at t.ltl' Pl'esirlent's houRe in Per.hnbnri R.oad. 

At. Lho nloKe o:C 1951 the Soeiet.y'B memhersllip WIU4 aK fo'llnws: 

Honorary 

Oorrespo11iling 

Ji'l'(\C 

Life 

Ordinary 

14 

10 

ao 
418 

making It total of 475 as compare!l with 4,13 in 1950, 364 in 1949, 

34B in 1948, 292 in 1947, 207 in 1946 ani! 160 in 1945. Since the 

elose of the year t.he number of ordinary members has increased 

consiclerably and 1952 may provfl to he another record year. 

The Society arranged the following meetings during the year: 

Ordinary General Meetings : 

On 15th January 1951: Professor George B. Creasey, Head 

of t.he Department of Geography, Syracuse Univer­

sity, New York and President of the International 

Geographical Union, lectured on 'l'he Geom'aphicaZ 

8iglcijicance oj TVorld Affairs-



On l2th August 1951: Senator Dr. Luang Suriyahongs 

M.D. read a paper on "A History of The Thai 1'n 

Y·u.nnan '' by 0. W. Olarlc, as wrHten hy Dr. 0 Oa.1·· 

thew M.D. and condensed by the speaket·, 

On 2f\th August 1951: Dt•. Raghu Vira Ph.D. (London), 

D. Litt., Dil'ector of the International Acn<lemy oJ 

Indian Culture, Nagpnr, Inrlia, lectured on "The 

PTeser·vation ofT he Anc·ient ldte1·a.tnre of 1'he Nast." 

On 1~2th Sept.enther 1951: Mr. E.'l'.D. Lamlwrt, O.H.E. of 

the Bl'itish Embassy, Bangkok, lt>etm·cd 011 "The 
Thcti Ahoms ( Tlud Yai)." 

On 12t.h Dc~cen1ber 1951: Jlhya Anmrum Baj ndholl, fortMJ' 

Dil'eet.or-Gcneral of t.he ]!'inc Al'tH Department., 

lectm:cd on "'I' he H1:story of 'l'lu~ Masked Play 

(Khon)'' at the Silpakorn 'l'heatre, follo'\ved lly a 

Khon performance. 

'I'ravel Sect.ion's Meet.ings : 

On 31th November 1951: Loy Krathong and WaLer Fil·e-

works Di~pla:y ou board the E.A.O. tender "DHANI". 

On 18th Novemher 1951: Excursion to Lopbnri hy train. 

On 30th Decemhe1' 1951: }i:!xcursion toN akhon Pathom by lms 

On 3lflt, January 1952: Excursion to Ohiengmai hy train. 

On 1st Mal'ch 1952: Exclll'sion toAngkm· by aeroplane. 

The financial posi.t.inn of the Society continnes to he satisfac­

tory, showing an excess of J'eceipts ovc•t· expendit.nro by Baht 21, 

57G. 51 at the rlose of the year 1951. However, in view of the 

continuerl rist' in prict's for severrd yeat·s pn.st, the Council finds it 

mnre nnd mure dHfienH in ext.c'nd tluo activities of the Society to :it.s 

fnllle.gitinHLt(• scope. H lm::; 1Hll'posedly kept down lhu annnal 

snhrwript.innl! of members in the hope of seenl'ing as many of the 
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yonuget• gentn~atiou of tlw Siamuse iutelligenlsia as possible, although 

almost. evut·y clnh and institut.ion lms had to inc1·ease Hs subscrip­

Lions. After weighing ail aspects of t.h'" situation, the Council has 

como t;o the opinion that it, is npw time that the mnmal sullscri})tions, 

as well as the fee for life-membership should be increased, and at 

the Speeial General Meeting on 21st November 1951 a resolution 

was passed increat~ing the fee for orclinary membership from Baht 

50 to Baht 100 pPr annum and for life membership from Baht 500 

to Baht 1,000, ancl at the same t,imc revising a few of the Society's 

rule8. 

The Hoeiely was represented hoth at the Science Congress 

:ll'rangecl by the Science Society of 'rhailancl and at the UNESCO 

Coni:erence held in Bangkok clul'iug the year. 

Throe publications were issued by the Society in 1951: namely 

.Journal of the Siam Society, Volume XXX VIII, Part 2 (January 

.1951), .Journal of the Siam Society, Volume XXXIX, Part 1 (June 

1951) and Craib's Florae Siamensis Enumeratio, Part 3 (August 1951), 

During lhe year under review the Societ,y has gainetl a wider 

l'llCognition and ~upport as evidenced by its sales of publications 

snch aK t.ho .Journal, Natural History Bulletin and Coinage of Siam, 

so nntr..~h :,;o that severa:t numbers of the Journal are now out of 

print;, 'rho Council, however, is trying to find ways and means to 

republish those publications and wit.h the prospect of increased 

l'evenne J'rom subscriptions the scheme may come to a successful 

conclusion. 



ERHATA 

List of Errata to Majol' E. Seidenfaden's paper: The Kni people 

of Cambodia and Siam (JSS. Volume XXXIX, Part 2, January, 1952). 

Page 149, 6th line from bottom: fot• 4th ccntm•y A.D. read 
6th century A.D. 

Page 157, bottom line, page 173, 26th line, and page 17 4, 5th 

line: for Phakhaphumphisai, read Phayakhu]lhnml>hit~td. 

Page 162, 6th line : for 1917-19 read 1911-19. 

Page 167, lOth line: Sixth word in the linEI <~hould road 

Plm-mi-bun. 

Page 168 first line : for Vieng' chand, road ViongclmnL1. 

Page 168 19th line : for (Ta) kaxila, read 'fa (Ka) xila. 

On Map facing page 180: The name of the westernmost arnpho 

(south of Mnn River) is Surapinikom not Snpapinikom. 

Ed. 


