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135, . Chulalongkorn, King: Royal Oeremonies throughout the T welve
Months, Wses14M1AUTDUABY
71.8 pagPs octo, Bangkok, 1953.

Th1s voluminous work by His late Majesty was first pubhshed
in instalments in 1888 in the magazine of the Vajiraliina Club.
The royal author was acting for the President of the Club who in
that year was his son and heir but still a minor. The déries was
later published in book form by the National Library ‘in-1912.
The publication under review is t.herefore a third edition of the
work, ' ’

Ne1ther of thp earher edltxons was ever revm\ved for any publlc.
Hence tlus revxew in spite of the fact that it is the third edition..

, ,No'- one was ever better entitled to write such a monumental

. (treantise on Gourt ceremonies; for all his life from hoyhood he had

been accustomed to firsthand observation and performance of

these ceremonies. He was, moreover,in a position. to obtain all data

available from all sources such as the Royal Archivés and the
Ministry of the Royal Household. : .

"It i3 ‘inentioned in the 'pi‘ef'tcc"written by the late Pringe
Damrong for the second edltmn that the King’ 8 system in wrltmg
was to take each state (zeremony, month by month descrlbmg ﬁrst
its origin and then its development and its present form. “The
King's primary gotirce was the.old Palatine Lt of Ayudhyd.  Fromn
this source he sketched later developments, which were éaﬁt‘hered
from" Court records, from Brahmamc traditions, from his august
father 8 comments gwen du'ectly to hun 1n days gohe by and ﬁnally
from hxs own memorv aud 1mpressmns

Not only was thls exhaustwe tnedlnse an. hlstoncal resumeé,: but
it-also contained advice and injunctions: for: his masters of ceremony
in the performance of their Court duties of the day. :
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Besides purely eeremonial matters, the treatise incidemtally
containg several matters of general interest. On pages 119-120, for
instance, he discngsed the epithet by which the 31st King of
Ayudhyd is still known in modern day®, namely that of ““Phra-
chaoyiihua nai Phra Boromakds?’. This was obviously an epithet
rather than a name, for when translated it is ‘‘ Hig Majesty of the
Great (or Exalted) Urn”. Now it is safe to take for granted on
historical grounds that the body of every deceased sovercign—at any
rate the ones posterior to “ His Majegty of the Golden Mansjon”
(early XVII century ) - was encaged in an urn ag in modern times
while awaiting cremation. It used to be, and still is, the practice
to refer to the last defunct sovereign as “ Hiz Majesty of the Great
Urn” Why now, was this particular sovereign given the monopoly
of the epithet? King Chulalongkorn explained it in this way.
When “His Majesty of the Great Urn” died in 1758, his younger
gon Prince Utumporn, succeeded to the Throne. During the latter's
reign it would have been natural to refer to the recently dead
monarch a8 such, meaning “‘the late King”. Now, King Utumporn
abdicated soon after in favour of hig elder brother, Prince Ekﬂdat,'
who by the way had been passed over in the succegsion as being
incapable. He lost Ayndhyd to the Burmese in 1767 while both
he and his- brother . Utumporn were still alive. - None of them
therefore ever became a ‘“‘Majesty of the Great Urn', which title
still stuck to their father, When the history of Ayudhya came to
be 1econstructed in the reign of Rama I of Bapgkok, he gtill retained
that title in colloquial pallance His official title was apparently
torgotten, N

136, Klong V erses of the Ramrdrwn, part II.. 221 pages. 1953 Tﬂm
PNUCLE

‘ In JSS XLIl we rev1ewed the first volume of thxs serles,
which review formed no 122 of the Recent Siamese Pubhoa&wns
in that volume. The cremation of the remains of the late Prince -
Alopgkot, Kromamun . Adisorn Udomsakdi, was the oecasion for
publishing another instalment of over two hundred pages, carrying
the story considerably.further. L
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It commences with the meeting and formation of an alliance
between ‘Rama and. Sukrib, brother of P'ali, the monkey king of
Khidkhin, Sukrib eventually succeeds to the Throne of the
monkey-sbate and brings hig army to help Rama. Another army
of monkeys from Jomp'd is also enlisted, Rama marches at the
head of these two armies., A reconnoitring mission is then sent
with Hanumgn at its head, which finds out from an old eagle-king
that Thosakanth had abducted Sida to Lonkd, the way. whither is
also pointed out to the mission by the bird. Hanumain, going alone,
finds his way into the city and arrives just in time to prevent Sida
hanging herself in desperation. On his way back he stops at the
city of the demons and wreaks much mischief, including a big
¢onflagration of the whole city with its palace. Then comes the
banishment of P’ ip’ ¢k, the demon-king’s brother who had offended
the latter by plain-speaking advice to send back Sida to her rightful
husgband thereby eliminuting the cwsws Delli. -An eloguent ren-
dering of the famous episode of the ““Floating 8idd”, by Min P'
akyavohar, presumably a Court reciter, recounts a non-Vilmikian
story, in which a demon-girl impersonates Sidd floating up the
stream ag if dead. . Next comes the making of a road ‘over the
oceans - Rima's Bridge - and another non-Vilmikian episode of the
internecine quarrel hetween two of the best monkey generals; one
of whom has to be sent back to Khidkhin., Rima now isin a
position to lay siege to Lonka, the detnon capital, to.which side of
the ocean he duly crosses. Before commengcing hostilities, he sends
Ongkot a8 au emissary to suggest an. amicable settlement of the
dispute by the demon-king returning Sida, which he indignantly
refuses, IHe vesorts to setting up the great canopy of magic which
is to confound his enemy by spreading darknegs over the land, but
is frustrated in his attempt by  Sukrib, the king.of Khidkhin,
Thosakanth next sends for Maiyarab, the valiant. demon-magician,
brought up in the mysterious netherworld. He almost succeeds;
for he steals up in middle of the night, puts. all to sleep by his
magid and carrieg off the person of Réama with .the. intention of
boiling him the next day in a huge cauldron, Hanum@n sets off
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in pursuit, kills-the magician after a strenuous struggle and brings
back his master. The demon-king of Lonk# nextsends his brother,
Kumbhakarn, reputed for his strength and fairness, to a series of
battles and he ig gtill at one of them at the end of the volume.

Among the poets contributing to the part which comprises this
volume are Prince Kshemsri, well known for his elogquent rhetoric,
Prince Kromaluang Prachaks distinguished for suceinct wording
and a wealth of humour, and Phya Sri Sunthorn Vohm, the Chief
Scmbe ‘and a great scholar of the day.

A bmgraphy of the deceased in whose ho‘nour, the volume ig
published is attached. ‘ '
137. Klong Verscs of the Ram(dcun pavt 11T, 228 pages, 1953,
TnasnuiAn e

The geries of thesge verses, so far published, has not yet reached
half of the whole. The present ingtalment is published in dedica-
tion to Mom Klib, consort of the late Kromamun Mahisra, a brother
of King Chulalongkorn and one of the contributors of the. verses in
the seriés, though nomne of his occur in this particular volume. )

A short biography of the deceased abd a royal proclamation
desgcribing the uses to which royal seals. were being devoted, read
out at the state ceremony of the ten thousandth day of the King’s
reign, composed by Prince Mahisva are attached to this book.

As for the story of the Ramakien in this volume, the campaign
of Kumbhakarn is continued from the lagt volume vp to his death,
Indrajit, the heir to the Throne of Lonks is next and proves to be
the most formidable of adversaries. © Two of his battles are not
found in. the Ramayana of Vilmiki, but-are among the most popular
episodes on the Siamese kAon stage.  Indrajit is finally killed by
Rima.  Thogakanth, the demon-_king, becoming furious. over the
vanquishment and death of his favourite son and heir, jumps outto
give battle in person and there is no definite result.. ;

‘Then follows a géries of relatives and allies, all of whom with
perhaps one exception are not to be found in Valmiki’s classic and
have go far defied attempts at:identifiication  with. other known
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versions. In the duration of this series of campaigns, Thosakanth
too comed-out again and again to fight but no definite resultis
attained. - One of the most frequently performed of Akon episodes
which comes into the story now is the Judgmeni of the Ancestor
Mali, who, on the invitation of the demon-king of Lonkd, descends
from his hea.venly‘ abode, and}dispenaes jnstice in-a scene related
with professional technique by the jurist Kromaluang Bijit, another
brother of King Chulalongkorn. On the evidence of Sida, who is
summoned to the field court, the Ancestor ‘pronounces judgment
that she is to be regtored to her rightful,,husb'and, which is indig-
nantly ignored by the deméh king. Thke volume ends with one of
" the campaigus ot gnother relatlve, l‘apahﬁ,sﬁm, who also is not to
be found in V&lmlkl 8 clasgic.

138. " Damrong, Prince: King Ohulalongkorn prior fo his accession
d . /
wszumammw«z?mamﬂmﬂ'ammmwa 15 pl., 44 pages 1929,

This publication is not at all recent, but sinece it has never
been reviewed it seems to the reviewer that it can not be overlooked,
A complete biography of Siam's greatest administrator of woderﬁ
times geems strangely difficult to find in any langnage not exclﬁding
even Siamese. This book deals with only a very short period of
the King's life. ng Mongkut, his father, married Queen Somanas,
a yo’t'mg and beautiful ward of his predecessor, but she died soon
after of child-birth., Hethen married Princess Ramboey, who gave
birth to Prince Chulalongkorn. At the age of 9 the Prince lost his
mother and wag then brought up by her aunt Prmcess Laniom.
From now on he became his father's ‘constant companlon. His
aducation, carefiilly “supervised by his father, consisted of reading
and writing Siamese, a knowle’gé‘ of Pali, and the standard physica"l
exercnses deemed 1uscpardble frum the upbringmg of 4 young prince,
such ag Wrestling, ‘horse and elephanh riding and the uses of the
gword and fire.arms,  King Mongkut took pain to make him familiar
with stateoraft and .court protocol,. At 13 he went :through the
ceremony of cutting of the top-knot, significant of the engd of child-
l,hoo,‘d.- He then served a term of monastic novitiate at Wat, Bovora-
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nives, at the end of which term he made a tour of pilgrimage to
the I.ii'incipal religions monuments at Nakon Pathom and Pisnulok.
He then resumed his lay life living now ag a grown-up at the small
house in the Rose Garden of the Grand Palace near his father’s
royal quarters. On the death of the Second King, Prince’ Chula-
longkorn was promoted to the royal rank of Master of a krom, the
chief of which bore the title of Miin Vighnesvara, ranking about
the status of a non-commisgioned officer in 'an army. The Prince
wag now referred to as Chaofa-Kromamun Aighnesvara, that is the
Chaofé of the krom of Miin Vighnesvara. The name therefore of
Vighnesvara was not the Prince’s but that of his subordinate chief
of the krom. The signiﬁcance of the vank of a Prince who had the
command of a krom is often misunderstood.” He«'%:e this somewhat
detailed explanation. ‘ S

To résume our main gist, Prince Chulalongkorn was initiated
into the practice of statecraft at an early age, being made, Director
of the Royal Pages Department and then Commander of the Infantry
Regiment of the Palace to the Front, He received a “gpecially
inscribed sword from the Empervor Nupoleon I1I and was: formally
received on board the French Man-of:War which brought to Bangkok
a French diplomatic mission.

The Prince wedded the Lady Phae, grand daughter of Chao-
phya Sri Suriyawongs who became Regent while he was a minor.

Towards the end of King Mongkut's fatal illness, the Prince's
gerions illness caused him great concern. The dying monarch wag
also anxious about his son'’s future, e was assured by the Chao-
phya Sri Suriyawoungs thatin view of the respect ahd affeétibn
Wh‘iclx all entertained towards him there was no question about any
one elge being in a posutmn to succeed him but the young Punce,
his heir. - The old monarch Ltﬂl ingisted that he would not mind
i_u;y experienced member of the ‘Roy‘al ,Fq}mﬂy, sncceeding him
in’stead;of his son so long as his son was left nnmolested. o

Othér than Prince Damrong no one is better qualified to write
a biography of King Chulalongkori. = In this case it was obviously
a work' of ‘love. The volume containg 11 photographs of -the  King
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from early childhood. They must be among he among the earliest
specimens of photography taken in this country and ag such dre
invaluable, TFour other photographs were those of the late Prince
Mahidol, some . withe his father, King Chulalongkorn. The hook
was published ag a dedication to the Prince.

139. JD'lmrong, Prince : History of the szth Reign, Wse319wWaeats
f3nann1 pp. 128 88, 1950. ‘

In 1929 Prince Damrong's King Chulalongkorn prior to His
Acaessz’on wag published (Recent Siamese Publicalions no. 138 in the
presen‘t number of JSS). This volume carries the narrative some
years. further but does not by any means cover the whole reign,
which, is indeed a great pity.

This volume commences with a chapter dealing with the time
of King Mongkut's death and the incident of the fifth King’'s succes-
gion.  The next two chapters, however, go back to the time prior
to that death with in the first one but events are’ presented in greater
detail than in the hook above mentioned. Chapter 1V is devoted to
an able valuahon of the character and work of the Regent who
carried on the bOVGl'elgn s duties during tha,t ng 8 minority, The
next four chapters (5-8) descmbe in detail the ceremony of Klng
Chulalongkorn’s coronauon mcludmg the instalment of the Prince
of the Palace to the Front and a very informative memorandum of
advice regarding the monarch’s duties 'and responsibilities,” which is
believed to have been written by Chaophya Dibakarawongs, then
Minister of Foreign Affairs and author of the well-known.Histories
of the First Four Reigns. Chapters 9 to 12 deal with events
connected mostly with the treatment of foreign subjects in general
and the problem of Chinese -labourers who were then  giving & lot
of trouble through deadly faction-fighting among themgelves,

“The History properly speaking ends with chapter 7 on page 128.
Chapters 8-12 are separately paginated as pages 1.88. They were
obviously written  afterwards but. there seems to be hardly any
reagon’ why they. should not have. been: continued in pagumtmu in
thig volume. . S I T I S T R v
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~.The treatment of the subject i detailed all throngh. Use way
mbde of official records such as departmental orders ‘und notifications
ad well a8 oral traditions. Prince Damrong, as one who grew up
during the period dealt with, was exceptionally competent to cull
information from these oral sources without exposing hig work to

inaccuracies due to the lapse of time..
%

1440' Pisnulok and the Buddha E ffigy called the Lord of 'Victory,
oswunTan nuwssnsauny 61 pages, 1953.

This volnme wasg sponsored by Police General Phao Sriyanond,
dedicating it to the memory of the late Prince Alongkot, Kromamun
Adigorn, at the cremation of whose remains it was distributed to
guests, It consists of several short monographs, all connected ‘with
the town of Pisnulok and its treasurég. - Although the book did not
say g0, it i well-known among the late Prince’s friends and collea-
gues that he had special connections with the town, having served
Ttheré in various military capacities.

The frst pai-t; of ﬂle bhook consists of an excerpt from a general
gazetteer of Siam. It is concise and needs no comment in particular
beyond gaying that it contains information about the provinee and
town of the sznnlok No name of an author 1s gwen

. ’l‘he second part, written by the late Prince Damrong as & -part
of a railway gnide, i8 of considerable higtorical interest.

The third and final part, written probably in 1902 by - the late
King Chulalongkorn, is.a'detailed summary of all that was then
known about the Buddha-effigy -called the Lord of the Viclory orin
Biamese Phra Buddha Jinaraj, a replica of which the King had cagt
and set up in the main chapel of Bellcamabopit monastery which
he wag' then building. ~After an historical resumé of Hig fathep's
val nation of the eﬁﬁgy, the King made an mterestmg comment. which
is worth 1eproduomg thus:

: “When I started to build thls monastery T thought of all
sbéclmen‘a of plastic art-over the length and hredth of the country -
Chiengmai, Chiengsaen, Chiengrai, Lampiin, Lampang and Njn -
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with 4 view to ﬁndlng one worthy of being set up in my monastery
s+, In the end I came to the conclusion that there conld'be none
more beautiful than the Lord of Viclory at ‘Pisnulok. The statue
is however inalienable ag a treasure of the old capital where it had
existed for along time:.. and yet'it is a:far ery and very expengive
for most people down south to go up and admire this perfeet work-
manghip of art I therefore declded to have a com7 made whmh
should grace our main chapel here.’

Needless to say, this copy of the Lord of thm‘y st1]1 graces
the chapel and still testlﬁes to the ng g taste in art a.nd 'testhehcs
to the present day.

141. Hostou of the Mahadlelc Guards dswwmmwmmaﬂ 138 pages
with 63 plates, 1953.

The history is published for pregentation on the occasion of
the cremation of the remains of General His late Highness Prince
Alongkot, Kromamun Adigorn, Privy Councillor, whoge biography is
herein included. The publication was sponsored by Colonel Nai
Vorakar Bafijd, an honorary officer of the regiment.

"The Maliadlek Guards, officially known as: “King Chulalong-
korn’s Own First Infantry Regiment of the Mahadlek Guards”, is the
most promxnent and_colourful of all the guard- regiments. of the
Siamese army. The uniform itgelf is distinctive.and easily
recogmsable, congisting ag it doei of a red gold- embroxdered tunie
w1th a plumed helmet. The lustory under review is anonymous
and contmns a detmled descrlptlon of 1ts development ftom a mere
handful of young volunteers-mostly ng Ohulalongkorus young
brothers and his pages or 1-e1'1h1ves in 1868 1t owed its 1ncept10n
to the orgqmsmg lmtxatwe of the young ng, . hlmse]f stlll a minor.
From the age of 1t;s members the corpq wag fdmlhallv 1eferred to as

“the (soldlers to) gcare’ crows’. It grew up in age w1th its royal
initiator till it became the prermel 1nfantrv reglment of the gua.rds in
Siam’s firgt modern trained army. After nearly a century’s existence
it/hag ‘How . Decome: a regiment: With'a' name: and “tradition. - Asa
guards regiment it hag constantly: taken itg due place and has heen a
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necessary adjunet of every spectacular ceremonial. It has.aceom-
pdnied -its sovereign all over the country and somel.lmes even
heyond itg bounds. It has, besides, seen considerable field service,
such as on the reorganisation mission of the north by Prince Bijit
in 1888 and later in the year in the campaign which Prince Bidyalabh
led against the Haw bandits in the north-west.. It again took a
great part in putting down the internecine faction fights in Bangkok
by Chinese secret societies in 1889, It has often. helped the police
to keep order in and around Bangkok. It counts among 1ts officers
of the past many pexsonalmes who have gince become famous in
various fields of state service.

The 63 plates at the end of the hook illustrate the development
of the regiment's uniforms. They are unfortunately not too well
reproduced. ' )

23 Jan. 54.

142, Damlong Baedydgun, Phya: * 7'he Red Cross and its Medical
and Nursing Schools xéanmﬂwmnnTmsﬂuuwmumwmma 149 pagos
1958, and Notas of studies, work and travel imnmummmwmsﬁﬂm

msmomua mmmmm 116 pages 1953.

Both of the 'xbove works wele ertten by the late Phya Datn.
rong Baedyagun and both were publlshed on the ‘occagion of His
Dxcellencys cremabmn The former volume, prefaced by a short
biography of the deceased, is a hlsnormal Sketuh of the _Red Cross
Movement from its mcephon at Geneva in 1859. The Siamese Red
Cross was established by ng Chulalongkorn in 1893 and the
Ghuialbngkorn Hospital of the Red Oross owed its i)rigin in 1910 to
the mumﬁcence of the Smmese Royal I’armly whlch dedlcated 1t to
the memory of that monarch. The Slamese Red Cross beca,me a
member of the Int.ernatmml hud Cl‘osq m 19.30 The Medlcalv
School of Ghulalongkom HOS])ltd.l came mbo bemg, in 1917

The rest.of the book is devoted to.a summary of aohlevements
and the changes in personnel within the:organigation.
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The 'second volume is a delightfully written ~antobiography.

Tts pergonal touches are gimply worded and the obgervations it con-
taing are often stimulating.

23 Jan, 54,

14;‘3 I—Iomronmn, Luang The I'ndochina that I knew ’SuTﬂguéa _
mwwmﬂ 99 pages 1954,

The anthor was formerly an- officer in the Horse Guards but
later sought political refuge in Indochina in 1938, remaining there
1§ years till the general amnesty proclaimed by the Khuung Abhai-
yawongs government in 1949, - There he learnt Vidtnamese and,
one presumes, f wbrkable knowledge of French. ’

The hoolk, published on the occasion of his mothel’s cremation,
ig a sort of a qeneral descrlptmn of Indochina, as it was before the
South-east Asion war - a anion  of .colonies and plotectorahes,
and as it developed in modern‘days. Its distinctive character is
intimate knowledge of the country and her peoples.

24 Jan. 1854;

144. Kmda.k(u'a, M.C. Dilokriddhi: -~ Section of a Report ona

1
Voyage o K wst Afwm 'nmmmummu?unn"mam“luuavlsmmwaan
(muﬂuu) 4 mAp and 121 pages, 195'5

This mtereshmg account of the author § journey to Eagt Afmm
as a member of the United Nations Trusteeship Council in 1951
was pubhshed for presentation ‘to guests attending the cremation of
the 1ema1ns of his mot,her, the Lady Choem Kriddkara, consort'of
1:_[13 late’ Royal I—Iwhnesq Kromaphra } T\Tares The territory visited
compl‘lﬂe& Ruanda-Urundi, '[‘anganylka and Ttalian Somaliland.
The trip lagted ‘some thlea months, ‘1t is perhaps the first account
in Siamege of ‘a trip to any considerable pfnt'. of Africa and aldo the
first report in Siamese, of a journey undertaken on behalf ‘of the
Utnited Nation® Organisation.,’ Tt'is writen as a diary of travel in'a
personal letter to his wife and isivery readable. prod
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143. Réajadhiraj,  Mon history, $1%1551% 388 pages, 1954,

The cremation of the remains of the late Prince Bovoradej was
the occasion for a new, second, edition of the famons historieal
romance written in the first years of the first reign of the Chakri
dynasty under the above title. The first edition was made by Dr,

Bradley in 1880 and has long been out of print. Its excerpts are
. however well-known and often published in the form of school

textbooks; and many of its episodes have been adapted into the
form of dance dramas and have drawn, crowded houses: in theatres.
It is therefore a happy idea that a second edition should be now
published to commemorate the son of a descendant of a Mon general
who was cveated Phya, and later. Chaophya, Mahdyodba by King
Rama I of the present dynasty. The old gene.ral, it should be
remembexed wag 2 leader of a powerful Mon group which immigra-
ted mto this country nearly 200 vears ago and bhag since served 1ts
country of adoption w1th no little dlsbmcblon

A biography of the’deceasedernce is as usual attached to the
publication. It has been well written doubtless by a military
colleague but is not without omissions of certain facts on purpose.
A separate booklet was issued at the same time from the pen of
Colonel Phya Throng Aksorn, at one time Adjutant General of the
Army, contauung, personal remmlscences of. the Prmce, whmh are
supplementary to the meraphy m the blvgex book and in fact mxght
have been well incorporated within it. It bears the title of In
M emom’am- Gemml His Highness Prince Bovoradej

Now, as to the magnum opus of ne'nly 400 pages whxch is bhe
subject of our veview. A pre'xmble states that in the year of the
Buddh]sb Bra 232‘3 (1785-6 of the Christian em) at an audience
glven by Hls Mmesty King R’lma I'in the Cbakr'xbamblma.n Hall
now known as the Hall of Amarindra, the ng explessed 8 wmh
that the hlstory of the war, bet\veen the Mon ng of Kings,
“Rajadhirai ", and_ ng Farang Mam,llong of Burma luthe1 to exig:
ting in two different versions should be.revised and an.ayuthentpc
version written for the promotion of historical knowledge. . Four
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nobles thereupon volunteered to do the work with which they were
then commissioned. The four were Phya, later Chaophya, Phra-
klang, whose personal name was Hon, Phya Inda-aggarij, Phra
Bhiromrasmi and Phra Sri BhariprTji. None but the first-named
is known to later generations.

The history begins with the time of Magatho, a native of
Mohtama, now known as Martaban. Modern historians, Coedés for
ingtance, give him a Thai origin. He took gervice under the Thai
King of Sukhothai for a considerable period. - The King was in all
probability none other than the famous Rama Khamhaeng, the Thai
national hero. It is said that he eloped with the daughter of that
King to seek fregh adventures in the Mon country whence he came
and eventually set up a kingdom of his own at Mohtama. His long
gtruggle with the Burmese, carried on by his descendants for several
generationg, forms the subject of the romance. The period covered
extends from the founding of old Mobhtama by King Alaungkyaunsu
of Pagan who died in 1169 (christian Bra), and its rebuilding us
Magatho’s capital in 1182 to the death and cremation of the Reigning
Queen of Dala at Honsawadi in 1430.

A characteristic of the long romance is its clasgic diction, A
great deal of contemporary literature, such as the postical Ramalien,
was none too good from the literary point of view. This prose
romance on the other hand is eloguently written and possesses a
definite style of its own, resembling the later histories of the Prince
Patriarth Param@nujit of the third and fourth reigns, The rhetoric
ig indeed worthy of it$ reputed author, Chaophya Phraklang whose
personal name was Hon, the Minister of the Treasury of King
Rama L.
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Hoftmann,H.: King and Kingship in Indian Civilisation, pp.239-246,

" FRANCE ASIE
no 88-9, 1953.
La vie ef U'oeuvre de Rent Grousset (whole volumme) pp. 761-929.
no 90, 1953,
Duhamel, G.: Colonialisme et Anticolonialisme, pp. 957-971.

Nguyén Duc Khé: ZLes données essentielles du probléme viétnamien,
pp- 972-986,
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INDONESIAN CULTURE
Vol. 11, no 3, 1954.

Furer-Muimendorf, C. vou: When, how and from where did Uhe
T amils come to India, pp. 238-247,

Ganguli, K.K, : T he A janta Cave, Buddhist Pilgrimage series;
pp. 269-286.

JAHRBUCH DES MUSEUMS
FUR VOLKENKUNDE ZU LEIPZIG
Band XT, 1952,
Dohring, K.: Verzeichnis der in Siam vorkommenden
Buddhobilder, pp. 34-40.

JOURNAL ASTATIQUE
Tme. CCXL 4 1952.

Coedés, G.: Un yantra récemment decouverte & Anglor,
with plates. pp. 5-90.

Tme, COXL 1 1952.

Martini, F,: Noles sur lVempreinte du Buddhisme sur la
~version cambodgienne du Ramayana, pp. 62-

Tme, COXLI 1 1953,

Dumézil, G.: Visnu et Tes Maruts & travers la reforme
zoroastrienne, 1-26.
Bareau, A.: La date dw Nirvana, pp. 27-62.

- JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY
(Malayan branch )
Vol. XXVI, 2.

Tweedie, M.W.F.+  T'he Stone-age in Malwya, with plates,
pp. 5-90,



PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST IN OTHER JOURNALS

JOURNAL OF WORLD HISTORY

Gibb, H.AR. :

illiozat, J.;

Coedes, G, :

de Mallmann, M.T.:

Vol. I, no 1.
Dé finition et but des cahiers, pp. 10-12
An Inter pretation of Islamic History,
pp. 36-62.
Plan of a History of the Scientific and
Cultwral Development of Mankind,
pp. 223-238.

Vol. I, no 2.
L' Inde et les E’ch.rmyes scients figues
dans ' Antiguite, pp. 353-3617.
Le Substra autochione et la Super-
Astructure indienne au Cambodge b &
Java, pp. 368-377
Dernieres Trans formations du Mahayana,
pp. 435-445. .
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1. Bulletin de VEcole francaise & Eztréme.Orient :
Séance cinguantenaire de la fondation. 1954.

This is a commemorative pamphlet issued to mark the
anniversary, containing:

1. the text of the speech made on that occasion by the
chairman of the meeting, M. Paul Desohamp.&. giving an
ontline of the Ecole B nctmty in the past 50 years:

2, another speech by M. Alfred Foucher ;

8. an article by M. Louis Malleret, the Director of the
Feole, entitled 7'he Futureof the Humanistic Sciences at the
Eeole
4. an article by M.G. Coedes, its Hon. Dirvector, entitled
o tnscri pltionary  fragments ecently discovered at  P'ra
Pathom ( Thailande) confirming ‘the presence of the Mon in
that locality prior to the time of the Siamesge:
5. an article by M. Bosch of the Institnt Kern entitled
-~ Connection between,  Tndoching and Indonesic, being an his-
- torical sketeh of Oriental Studies. '
9, Au Chhieng : Catalogue du Fonds Klmer, 307 pages, Paris
1953,

The catalogue is one of a series published by the Department
of Manuseripts in the Bibliothéque Nationale of Paris, among others
in the same series being three volnmes of catalogues respectively of
Persian, Ethiopian and Turkish manuseripts as well ag a catalogue
of Sanskrit worky and an Inventory of Tibetan manuseripts from
Touen-Houang kept in the Bibliothéque nationale.

The author poihts out in the Introduction that the Cambo-
dian mmnuScriptS whether written in Sanskrit, Pali or Cambodian,
’exnploy 2 common geript, mmely the Gambodmn The collection
herewith catalogued consists only of works in the Cambodian
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language as found in the Bibliothdque nationale. They were
formed in 1865 from a small nucleus of 8§ manuscripts from
which has grown the present collection of 350. They have been
clasged into 3 categories, namely dés, from the Pali desana,
which is instruction and sermons, Zpén entertainments and Kpuon
traditional formularies, which embraces everything not included in
the firgt two categories. The numbering of the items however
looks haphazard, showing no attempt at classification. . A ligh
nevertheless 6f the works classed according to their subject-matter
is given at the end (pp. 297-8), There ig moreover an alphabetical
st of the titles of the manuseripts (pp. 299-307).

The method of cataloguing individeal manuscripts is to
give each text its title; then transeribed text its title of the
commencement, the end and the colophon; then the titles of
the  subdivisions if such exist; and lastly -a short note in
French relative to the contents such as its date and provenance,
Tt is irrvesistible for a Biamese not to notice that some of the
romances, such as the Khun Phén and Khun Nin (no, 340), obvious-
ly tranglation of the famous tale of Sunthorn Phu, Khun Chang
Khun Phén and the Thai tales of Kraithong and Phra Abhayamani
(no. 328, 1-2) are labelled with regard. to their provenance ag
“inconnu”. It is nevertheless gratifying to learn that these Thai
romances have found their way to our near neighbour, and
been translated, whence the manuscrlpts went on to Paris,

The range of subjects is not a8 wide ag one might expect. The
majority are religious texts, of which the Jataka, especially its
section called the Mahanipate, predominate at the expense of the
main portions of the Canon. . Romances and dramas come in for a
fair share. Astrelogy and magic ocecupy a high percentage, ranking
second only to religious texts. The rest are made up of moralist
sayings and prbverbs, medicine, law with just a;few works on
liisjtory and ‘ linguistics. One cannot resist the Vt‘emptm‘:ioﬁ‘ of

pronouncing a verdict on such a range of contents as a reflection of
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& monastic mentality of mediaeval times, for in fact most of these
works could not have dated from later than the middle of the
XIXth century.

3. Hobbs, Cecil : An account of an acquisition trip in the coun-
tries of South East Asia. 51 pages typescript, 1952,

This forms no 3 of the “data papers’” in the South Fast Asia
program organised by the departruent of Far Eastern Studies in
Cornell University. The account of the trip is made all the more

interesting by references to current events which have heen epoch-
making in the history of Siam.

The author arrived in Bangkok on the 8th November 1947.
“After dinner we proceeded to a special meeting of the Siam
Research Society where we heard an interesting lecture by Prince
Dhani Nivat on Siamese Dramalic Art and its Development. At
the very time we were agsembled in the Silpakorn Theater listening
to Prince Dhani’s lecture an event took place within the Govern-
ment which will be a chapter in Siamese history, and pogsibly will
change the whole Siamese political scenee for some time to
come.' Shortly after midnight, tanks and armored cars rolled
along some of the main streets and military detachments went to
varioug parts of the city to search for certain government leaders,
By the next morning it was evident that the military men were in
complete control of the sitnation and effective power had come into
their hands,”

Then follows an account of his contacts with various institu-
tions in all fields of library work. The amount gpent in Siam for
legal and general material was about $950.

From. Siam the author went on similar quests to Burma where
his acquisition was about two thirds in value of what was spent in
Siam. He went on to Malaya, Indochina, Indonesia and the Philip-
pines. The whole trip oceupied some five months,

Bangkok, 25th Muy 1954.

D.
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MONGOL COSTUMES:

by
Harald Hansen, Gyldendal Publishing
Company, Copenhagen, 1950.

This volume is an exhaustive study of Mongol costumes from
the large collections brought to Denmark from two Central Asia
Expeditions, 1936 - 1937 and 1938 - 1939.

Both expeditions were led by Hering Haslund-Christensen
whoge valuable collection is now the property of the National
Museum of Copenhagen.

The study of the costumes of various people is always a fas.
cinating suhject. Although its primary purpose may be to protect
man from ineclement weather, a particular piece of dvess or costume
may be designed to designate a particular soeial, political or religious
rank of the wearer.

Thig book containg copious illustrations and ample details are
given of the body garments, hats and footwear.. In addition the
" author presents his own critical analysis of the materials of which
the costumes are made, their colors and cut.

Mongol Costumes is not only of great value to the ethnologist

but also to the many persons who are always curious to know how
people in far-off lands dress themselves.






MONGOL JEWELLERY,
by
Martha Boyer, Gyldenal Publishing Company, Copenhagen, 1950,

A “twin sister’ of the volume on Mongol Costumes, Mongol -
Jewellery deals exhaustively with the jewellery of that great tribe.

It deals with Mongol jewellery as regards materials, styles,
workmanship, mode of manuflacture, its sources, purposes, value and
social significance.

The opening chapter of the hook gives a suceinet but clear
view of the Mongol tribe.

After reading this brief historical survey, the reader is drawn
irresigtibly to the following chapters on headdress and ear orna-
ments which are also very interesting. Here one can see the well-
known pigtails, worn by the Chinese half a century ago, siill in
current faghion among the Mongols, especially the women.

The coiffeur jewellery is of special interest and affords in-
teresting comparisons with that favored by other peoples.

Next come fasecinating chapters dealing with Mongol silver-
gmiths, their material, technique and motifs. Appended are illu-
minating notes, a bibliography and a map of Mongolia.

Like its companion volume, this book, indispensable for ethno-
logists, can be read with interest and pleasure by the ordinary
layman. '
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1. The Bodleian Library
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12,
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16.

11,

18.
19.

. The Columbia
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The British Museum
University
Library

. The National Museum ( De-
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Collections)
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dio ed Estremo Oriento

. The Kern Institute
. The Library of Congress
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The Oriental Library,
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The Royal Asiatic Society of
Bengal

The Royal Asgiatic Society.
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The School of Oriental and
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‘Société des Btudes Indochi-
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Stanford University Libra~
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Allahabad. |
Director, Museum. & Institute
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The American Musenm of
Natural History
Bibliothéque Centrale dn
Mustée National ’Histoire
Naturelle

The Bombay Natural
Higtory Musemmn
The Chicago Natural

History Musgeuyum

. Le Cerfaut

Tnstitwt Royal des Sciences
Natuvelles de Belgique
Musgenm of
Comparative Zoology

. The Malayan Nature Society

Musée Royal -d'Histoire

. Naturelle de Belgique
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11.

12
13,
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. The Swedish

Naturforschenden Gesell-
schaft

The Philippine Burean of
Science

The Raflles Museum

The Seience Museum

The Science Society of
Thailand ;
Academy of

Science

New York City, U.S.A.
36 Rue Geoffrey-Saint-Hilaire,

Parig 5, France

114 (6) Apolla Street Bombay,
India

Chicago, 1llinois, U.8.A.

21 Square Prince Charles,
Brussels Belgium

3L Rue  Vautier, Brussels,
Belginm ‘

Harvard University, Cambridge
38., Mass., U.8.A.
Penang, Malaya
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Philippine Islands
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16. The U.S. Department

‘ of Agriculture

17. The University of California

18. The TUniversity of Ceylon

19. Universitetetes Zoological
Musemum

20 The Zoological Survey of
India

91, The Library of Congress

22, Prof. H. Otley Beyer

23. International Academy of
Indian Culture
24. Universitetsbhiblioteket

25, New York Puablic Library

26, British Museum ( Natural
History )

27, The Smithsonian Institute

28. University Libravy, Scien.
tific and Medieal Depart-
ment

99. Stanford Uuniversity Li-
brary

¥

30. University - of
Library

Hawaiian

Washington, D.C., U.S.A.
Berkeley, California, U.S.A.
Colombo, Ceylon

Copenhagen, Denmark

The Indian. Museum, Caleutta,
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Washington, D.C., U.8.A.

Divector, Museum & Ingt, of
Archeology and Ethnology, 506,
Aviles Street, Manila

Old Assembly Rest House,
Nagpur, India '
Drammensveien, Oslo

Mr. J.R. Fall, Head of Acquisi-
tion Departmoent, New York
Public Library, Fifth Avenue,
New York 18, N.Y.

General Library,Cromwell Road
London 8.W. 7 7
Washington 25, D.C, U.8.A -

49 Norre Allg,
Denmark

Copenhagen

Miss Irene Barquist, Gifts &
Bxchange Department, Stanford
University Library, Stanford,
California, U.8.A.

Honoluln 14, Hawaii . -
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