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T. Volker, Porceluin and the Dutch Bast India Company s
Becorded in the Dagh Registers of Balavia Castle, those of Hirado
and Destvima and other Contemporary Papers, 1602-1682, T, Brill,
Leiden, 1954. 243 pages with 32 plates and two maps.

This volume is one of a series of publications undertaken
by the Mededelingen van het Rijksmuseum voor Volkenkunde of
Leiden. As the title indicates, the author has made a survey of all
references to the pm‘ce]aiﬁ trade in the records of the Dutch Kast
India Company over a period covering most of the 17th century.
The subject is treated in a chronological manner and much of the
text reads like inventories of the various pottery shipments, which
leave no doubt of the magnitude of this trade, involving as it did
millions of pieces of pottery and porcelain, Nevertheless, the trade
in ceramics represented only a small percentage of the Dutch Bast
India Company’s business in the Bast. Mogt of its porcelain trade
was naturally in Chinese waves, prineipally the underglaze blue and
white. Tt is interesting to note, however, that the Duteh contributed
to the development of an export porcelain trade in Japan when in
the latter part of the 17th century many of the Chinese kilns were
compelled to cloge down temporarily because of domestic distur-
bances. Tt is also not generally known that the Duteh at one time
tried to create & market for Buropean pottery in Japan, and that
for a number of years the Company shipped a Persian fajence from
Camron to Batavia and other parts of the East as a substitute for
Chinese wares during the poreelain shortage in China.

Students of Siamese higtory will find several mabters of
interest in My, Volker’s painstaking research through this great mass
of historical materials. Before the advent of the Dutch Hust India
Compuny a part of the Asiatic pottery trade from OChina to India

and the Near Bagt passed through Siam, and Mergui, Tenasserim

and Martaban, along with Ayuthia and Patani, were gignificant
transhipment centers in this commerce., With the coming of the
Duteh, however, much of this trade through the Siamese enfrcpdts
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was shifted to Malacea, while Palembang as an ancient  potbery
axchange gave way first to BDantam and later to Batavia, The rise
of the Tongking potieries, partly in response to Dutell eneouragement
after the middle of the century, was another interesting development,
and Siam, which had once produced great quantitics of glazed
gtoneware al Sawankalok for the export trade, hecame a regular
customer for porcelain from China and later from Japan, with the
king himself being one of the principal importers.

In this connection, Mr. Volker's vesearches shed somu interes-
ting lght on the guestion as to just when the Siamese ceased to
produce their famous Sawankalok wares. Some students of ceramics
have been of the opinion that Sawankalok pottery may well have
heen produced as lale ag the 16th or even 17th centuries, Therve is
no valid evidence for this assumption, however, as Reginald le May
and others have pointed out before. Mr. Volker also demonstrates
quite conclusively that the Sawakalok kilng must have ceased pro-
duction well before the heginning of the 17th century, ‘‘ Nowhere in
the Dagh Registers,” he writes, ' nor in the other contemporary
papers examined is Siamese ceramic export ware ever once mentioned

as a merchandisc.” The only pottery shipments out of Siam during
this period were coarse carthenware vessels filled with honcy and
oil, hut never shipped as articles of trade in themselves, and these
crude containers wmay well have been of Chinege manufacture.
Consequently, Mr., Volker’s findings support the opinion that
Sawz_znka’lok ceased producing pottery avound the middle of the 15th
cenfury whoen the town wag occupied by hostile northern forceg and
the potters were dispersed, The anthor was also unable to find any

evidence of a ceramic industry at Ayuthia, ag some authovities have

been inclined to believe existed, for the Company had a factory at
the Siamese capital and had there been any kind of ceramic pro-
duction there the Dutely could hardly have failed to take note of it,
capecially in view of their efforts atthe time to promote the making
of marketable wares in other Kastern countries.  The reviewer has
algo found the same tolal absence of references to a ceramic industry
in Biam or to a trade i Sawaukalok pottery or any other local
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Siamese wareg in eontemporary Japanese accounts of relationg
bet\yeen the two countries, such as the Tsuko Ichiran. TFrom at
leagt the middle of the preceding century the Japanese had hecome
admirers of Sawankalok pottery, vagnely known to them by the
name of Sunkorokn, possibly a corruption of the word Bawankalok,
the jars and bowls of which were highly prized by the teamasters,
Their principal source of supply for this ware, however, was not
Siam but the Philippines to which great quantities of Sawankalok
had been shipped in earlier periods, which Japanege traders there
purchased as rare antiques.

The auther hag also thrown some additional light on the
trade in the so-called Martaban wares which were described so fully
a few years ago by Nanne Ottema in his Handboek der Chineesche
Ceramiel ( Amsterdam, 1946). Tt is believed that most of the wares
which weve handled at Martaban arrived overland from Siam. They
were principally Chinese celadons, Sawankalok ware and large water
vessely — the famous Martaban jars — most of which were probably
from the provinecial kilns of Fukien and Kwangtung, Some of these
Chinese wares, especially the large jars, must have also reached
Martaban by sea. Mr., Volker has now provided ug evidence to
indicate not only that Martaban continued as an important pottery
trading center into the 17th century, hut that there wus algo an
overland trade route directly from China to Martaban over which
the Chinege brought considerable quantities of the famons celadon
ghoree (ishes so highly esteemed throughout India and the Near
Tast for their supposed capacity to detect the presence of poison in
any foods gerved upon them. The aunthor cites a report made to
the Governor General at Batavia in 1975 by a representative of the
Company in Pegu, telling how the Chinese came each year with
pack trains to the frontier town of Bhamo bringing these celebrated
ghoree digshes for the Martaban trade, Since the Company had been
established in Pegu at Siriang since 1635, it wonld appear that the
Duteh had been aware of the Bhamo trade for some time, for in
1670 an effort was actually made to open an office at this frontier
post in order to tap the overland Chinese trade.closer to its source.
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The king of Burma rejected the Company’s application, however,
because of his fear of the Chinese, for in 1659 Upper Burma had
been overrun by large bands of Yunnanese fleeing before the Manchu
forces, all of which is strikingly analogous, ag Mr. Volker suggests,
to some events in the same area in our own time.

Porcelain and the Duleh Iast Indic Company i a valuable
contribution to our knowledge of Far Rastern ceramics and to the
mueh less well known subject of the important réle pottery and
porcelain once played in the trade of the East.

Charles Nelson Spinks

Kenneth W, Morgan, 7'he Religion of the Hindus., The
Ronald Press Co,, New York,1953. 434 pages including index.

The subjective values of a religion can best be interpreted
by an adherent. But a non-adherent can more readily supply the
object-ivity needed for a bhalanced appraigsal of the history and
outward expressions of a religion. The Religion of the Hindus is an
interpretation of Hinduism written by seven eminent Indian scholars,
each an aunthority on some agpect of his faith. The editor, Prof.
Kenneth W, Morgan of Colgate University, arranged the subject
matter to achieve continuity and avoid duplication. At tho same
time he consulted with the writers at all stages of their manusecripts.
The editor ig not a follower of Hinduism, hut he brought to his
taslk a wide knowledge of comparative religions, and first-hand
acquaintance with current Hinduisin obtained hy vesidence in
Indian aghrams and temples. The book containg, therefore, the
warmth and insight of devotees and the objectivity of the editor,

For the average reader the discusgion of *“The Nature and
History of Hindunism”, by D.8. Sarma, is most rewarding. IIinduism
i a veligion withont a founder. It is ethnie, not creedal. It is

esgentially a school of metaphysics which attempts to make man
one with nltimate Reality.
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Having said this, the book then leads the reader inlo the
bewildering complexity of beliefs and practices that comprise
Hinduism. This complexity is attributed to the diversity of the
adherents. Only the gifted few can attain the highest or metaphy-
gicul level of Hinduism. Below this is the theological level, for the
many who are attracted to a being, e.g.,, Brahma. The populace in
general prefer to pitch their observances on a still lower plane,
where ritualism prevails, and where the numerous deities bear not
one hut several names, and are avabars of still other deities.

But another clagsificalion culy across the above group,
dividing the worshipperg into followers of Siva, Vishnu, or Sakti.
But these three seets are divided doctrinally into about filly sub-gects.
The gub-sects, in turn, are divided ritualistically by multitudinous
suh-castes, cach with its own obgervances,

Having brought the reader thus far, Prof. Sarma pauses to
contend that * the soul of Hinduism’
on common scriptures, common deities, common ideals, common

' is nevertheless o unity, based
heliefs, and common practices. But almost everything said thereafter
is, to the non-Hindw, a refutation of the above statement.

In the digeunssion of “ Hindn Religious Thought ™ Dr. 8.C.
(hatterjoe has presented briefly, and perhaps as clearly as possible,
the profundities and diversities of Hindu philosophy. The subject
can be swallowed more easily than digested. There are Nontheistic,
Pheistic, and Supertheistic systems of Hinda religious philogsoply.
The Sankhya is the better known of the two Nontheistic schools.
The Theistic sehools of philosophy are divided into three types:
pluralistic, dualistic, and monistic. Yoga is one of the three systems
gubsumed under the pluralistic type. There is but one dualistic
gystem; but there are four schools of the wmonistic type.

The Supertheistic systems congider God to be both personal
and impersonal, both identical with and different from the world.
The Tantras and the Sankara monists are two of the six schools of

this type.
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New schools of philosophy cmerge from tie lo time.
During the pugt one thousand years Iinduoism has undergone
remarkable changes in thought and observances, and its position
today is by no means static.  Many of the carly Vedie gods have
all hut disappearcd, and many teachings have heen re-interpreted

to accord with modern thought.

The lasgt chapter in the book gives an introduction to Hindn
seriptures followed by 122 pages of selections from the Vedas,
Brahmanas, Kmnyukus, Upanishads, and Dharma Sgstras.  These
are followed by execerpts [rom the R&mayvana, the Mahibliaraia,
and Bhagavata, and the Bhagavad Gita. The small samples are
intended to give the flavor but not the substance of the voluminons

writings.

Readers in Thailand will find the book valuable as hack-
ground material for the study of Buddhisin.,  The voeabulary will
be familiar; terms like Dharma, karma, samsira, avidyd, sfitras,
and mantrag, abound. Scholars will recognize the concepls of
Hinduism that Gotama vejected, a8 well ag the concepts and praclices
that he retained. The vigorous schools of Hindn philosophy that
continue to debate the merits of such fine points as * suprarational
dualistic monisin ” remind the reader thal the Abhidhamma cane
into existence because of the necessity of defending (and defining )
Buddhist doctrines against schoeols of Hindu philogphers of an

carlier day.

Thig book containg a comprehensive glogsary and an index.

It will doubtlesg remain for many years a standard text viy Hinduism,

K.E. Wells
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Maurice Collis, Inulo ITidden Biomng.  Faber and Faber,
London, 1953. 269 pages.

The well-known author of Siemese White wud T'he First
Holy One here takes the reader to his favorite locale in the Far Tagt.
The book has two foci: Burma, and the author’s carcer ag a writer
andk eivil administrator,

Born in Treland, and thoroughly familiar with the Trish
glruggle for independence, he had an innate sympathy for the
Burmese in their quest for political freedom. His account of British
rule in Burma, fair and without rancour, is slighily embarrassing
to buth British and Burmese readers. As seen now, that benign
alicn rule should never have cxisted, or been necessary.

The author’s primury intercst was not the civil service, hut
writing, His attempts to put Irish legends into verse brought him
ueither fame nor fortune, but enriched his prose style by developing
hig vocabulary and hiy ear for verbal rhythms. It was not difficult
for one brought up on Irish fairies and leprechauns to discern the
“hidden” Burina of nats, ghosts, and fortune tellers.  The reader
may suspeet that only those of Celtic blood can experience as veal
the spirit guardiang of old treasure vaults, and the ghostly night
patrols of Mergui.

More tangible are the seoves of speeimens of Sung and Ming
porceluin, and of ancient Siamese bronze ware, which the author
gecured from Mergni and the Tenasserim valley. It is his conviction
that future excavators will find there numerous deposits of Chinese
and Thai objects of art, the loot from trade caravans that crogsed
the narrow peningula of Siam in the 14-18th centuries. The chapter
on Mergui, the best in the book, the author rightly reserved to the
last,

K.E. Wells
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8. Radhakrishnan, The Dhanne poda, Oxford University
Pregs, 1950, 194 pages.

Of all the books of the Buddhist Canon of the Tipitaka, the
Dhamma pada is without doubt the hest known amonyg Buddhists of
the Theravidin or sonthern School. In Siam il forms the preseribed
book of the three clementary grades of the Teclesiastical Academical
gyllabus and therefore the most widely studied of all the preseribed
texts. It is most [requently quoted in c¢veryday sermons and
recitations and forms the subject of many decorative designs in art
and architecture., The volume under review thus values it ... the
most popular and influential book of Buddhist canonical literatnre’,
Its author goes on to remark very aptly that its central thesis, that
good conduct, righieous bebaviour, reflection and meditation are
more important than vain speculations about the transcendent, has
an appeal to the modern mind; that its {eaching—to repress the
ingtinets entirely is to generate neuroges and to give them full rein
is algo to end up in neuroses—is supported by modern psychology.
He gums up by saying * Bouks so rich in significance ag the
Dhammapads vequire to be understood by cach generation in
relation to its own problems,”

Thus has a scholarly man of the world given a valuation to
this famous bool of the Buddhist Canon.

Obviously the introduction is a gem of valuable information.
Its first part deals with the nature and age of the Dhammapada;
while a gecond pavt ( pp, 3-57) is a clear and scholarly treatise on
the life and teaching of the Great Masgter and his place vis-d-vis
contemporary Hindu thought, resulting in his attainment of an
exalted niche in religion.

As to the text itself (pp. 53.87 ), the Pali is first given verse
by verge, each verase followed by variances in reading when they
exist, then an Engligh translation and any necessary note. A selected
bibliography, a Pali index and an Inglish index follow.
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It only remains to add that the treatment here of the
Dhamma pada should be an example for the treatment of other
works in the Buddhist Canon,

Oriental Art.  The periodical is the first number of o new geries
which has been revived, The proprictors are the Oriental Art
Magazine, Ltd. of London and the editor, Peter €. Swann.

The editorial states that every effort will he made to produce
the Jonrnal regularly every quarter, It is hoped that hesides the
regular material there will be a section of general news covering
the wide fields of Oriental art. Musenms, societics, libraries and
teaching anthorities throughout the world are asked to keep the
editor informed of their activities,

Looking at the contents of thig first number, it will be found
that ull sections of Oriental Asia are represented, In addition to them
there ig nlgo an article on Oriental treagures in Amsterdam. Sinology
claims most of the pages. Siam is vepresented by Dr. Reginald
le May's Chronology of Norlthern Siamese Buddha Images, a reply
to A1, Griswold’s proposed suggestion “to disturb the chronology ',
a8 the learmed doctor hag worded it.  Mr, Griswold’s opinion, thus
challenged, will be found in the Jomrmnal of the Siam Society, Vol
XLI, part 2, The doctor’s contention is well illugtrated and clearly
presented; but in view of its being a battle helween giants the
reviewer will be content to remain a mere man and expregs no

opinion, leaving that for those of greater scholurship,

D.
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159. Sathienkoses, 4 Narrativeof the Three Stages of the Universe
wwseslulnsmil. Udom Press, B.E. 2497 (1954 ).

The popularisation of an old lore is one of the favourite
topies of Bathienkoses, TIn this instance the Trasbhumi of King
Lithai of Sukhodaya forms that topic. We say popularisation here
without the admission or sanction of the author; but it seems obvious
that that must have been his aim.  If one looks for literary criticism
or evew uan analysis of the Tradbhumi one would certainly be
digappointed and yet there is a great deal in this Narrative that
could claim the serious attention of the student especially in the
field of philology.

By way of introducing us to this treatise of King Lithai of
Sukhodaya, the author tells us that the work was believed by
Prince Damronyg to have been genuine on account of the numerous
obgolete words and expressions which have managed to survive
ingpite of nndonbled copyings which must have taken place succes-
sively from time to time for the original copy does not exist, Neither
can it be doubled that there have been several interpolations of
different ages.

The title 'raibhumi vefers to the three stages of the
Universe according to the old system ol cosmology adopted hy
mediaeval Buddhist scholars from the Hindu traditions. As with
the Teutonic system, this implies three main stages, with the addition
of intermediary ones, of heaven on high, then earth where we live
and underneath us hell, corresponding to the Teutonic Nibelheim or
to Dante’s Inferno. The mediaeval cosmologists also made other
divisions, such as the three worlds of Desire, of Form and of No-
forms. The first includes hell, the earth where we live and some
of the lower stages of heaven, distinguished by their eraving and
de?sire; the second world of Brahma forms superimposed upon the
world of devas, or heaven of desire, and the third one of formless
Brahmas are peopled by celestials called Brahma who exist in
meditation alone and are supposed to be superior to the rest, though,
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like other members of the Universe they arc also subjeet to death
and {herefore are not immortal, There can obviously be ne room
for the'pt'ivilege of immortality in a Buddhist system of cosmology

even though adopted from Hinduoism.

Qathienkoses’ valuation of the Zraiblumi us a literary
clagsic is:

“ . ..... Bxcluding inscriptions this work is the earliest piece
of Thai literature which has survived to onr days. Ils tone
ig moral and not of the type which is so abgorbing that it
cannot be put down once one beginsg to read it,  And yel
many of its passages are highly entertaining. It is therelore
{o be classed as emotive literatnre.

“The Twaibhuwmi has proved itself to be a considerable
gource of inspiration, Many works of literary merit or of
artistic value oxist to bear witness to this statement. Tt has
move arouased man’s imagination to such an extent that
its ideas have given rise to numerons similes and metaphors
in the Thai language. Withont an acquaintance of the
Traibhums it would he hard to appreciate fully Thai
literature or Thai art in the same way s no real apprecia-
tion of western arl or literature can be expected without a
knowledge of Roman and Greek mythology and of the
stories of the Bible”,

Sathienkoses goes on to deseribe in modern popular parlanee,
often at the expense of the aesthetics of the old classic, the consti-
tution of the Universe according to this old treatise of cogmology.
Heaven consisted of superimposed tievs of celestial worlds of
Brahmag and Devas. Man’s world is centred round the Mount of
Mern in Jambudvipa with other continents and a sort of universal
barrier. Below this are again superimposed tiers of hell. Sntliien-
Troseg 1s at his best in a description of man's world, which in ay
case is of move general interest than the other parts.

Though it has mnothing to do with Sathienkoses' popular
aceount here reviewed, it shonld be of intersst to add thal & modern
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political gatire—from the pen of a scholar of revered memory who
uged the.penname of Asvabahu-has taken for its text a long passage
from this old cosmology. T refer, of course, to the one ¢ntitled
Uttarakuru, an Asiatic Wonderland, in which the brilliant sabirist
discussed certain extreme socialist leatures contained therein as if
purposely anticipated.

160, Klon Verses of the Ramalkien hlmmﬂmgma. Vaol. IV, 1 to 1954,
. 84

This fourth volume brings the sevies to the 100th section of
the verses ingeribed in the galleries surronnding the Chapel Royal
of the Emerald Buddha., I'be number of sections of the verses
would be about over 200; and so this would be almost half of it.

The narrative is resumed at a point where the pair of
Thosakanth’s sons by a female elephant lead the demon army into
battle and are killed. Montho, the Queen of Lonkd, then offers
to go through the rite of concocting the elixir of life with which
the demons slain in battle are brought hack to life. Tighting is
thereby carvied on ad infindtum till Rama sends Hanumin with
bwo other monkey generals into Lonki, disgnised as the demon-king
and his suite, to frustrate the rite and end the supply of the elixir,
Thosakanth, retiring trom the Geld of battle, learns of the stratagen,
Tnfuriated at being thua fooled he gives successive battles in which
he i3 successively wounded but immediately recovers with the aid of
incantations. Upon enquiry of Pipek, Réma learng that the demon
king cannot be killed unless his heart which is secreted glsewhere
outside his physical body is destroyed. Hanumanp, sent on this
errand resoris to a stratagem. He discovers from Thosakanth's
preceptor, the seer Kobut, that the heavt of the king is in the geer’s
keeping and manages to take possession of it by substituting a false
casket. He further volunteers service with the demon king in order
the better to work out his plan of deception. This is one of the
non-Valmikian episodes of the Rimakien which has become popular
on the stage, incorporating as it does varied elements of dances and
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humour. Thosakanth, thus uneonsciously betvayed by his own
preceptor, is eventually killed.

No legs than 6 of the 14 sections in the volaume arve from
the pen of King Chulalongkorn, acknowledged to he the greatest
exponent of the klon verse.

161. Luang Visal.silpakam, The dré of Inlaying wilh Mother-of -
2 o 4 s 2 s
Pearl ﬂﬁﬁ‘m}wﬂimugﬂﬂ. 4 to 1954, 69 pages, 18 plates.

The Culture Institute is to be congratulated on the issue of
such & manual as the present volume, for the art of inlaying with
mother.of-pear] is an indigenous one -evidencing a high artistic
standard achieved prior to western influence. It s unfortunately on
the deecline for the obvious reason that it cannot withstand the
competition of modern mechanigation and may disappear without
leaving any substitute. 1t might not be out of place to add in this
connection that at one time the art of the niello was similarly
threatened but was saved by the initiative of the Hchiool of Arts
and Orafts under the divection of His late Royal Highness the
Prince Chudadhuj of Pechabiin till it has now become, under thoe
name of Chudadhuj ware, one of the most widespread of Siamese
art produets on world-markets.

The work under review is a description of the existing
chefs d’oguvres of inlaid mother-of-pearl with fairly clear illustrations
without which artistic works cannot be of good value. A short
description of the method and technigue of the art is to be found
on pages 7 and 8.

The chefs d'oeuvres referred to are mostly door-panels. There
are those of the Chapel of the Victorious l.ord, Phra Jinaraj, at
Pisnulok still ¢n sitw; those originally set up at Wat Boroma-Buddhé-
rim ab Ayndhyd but now get up at the Library of the Ohapel Royal
of the Emerald Buddha as well as forming parts of an old manuscript
case now in the National Museum, both of which date from the
time of Ayudhyd. More modern works are the panels of the Chapel
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of the Buddba's Footprint of Baraburi; the door-panels of the Chapel
Royal of the Emerald Buddha and those of the main chapel of Wat
Rajabopidh., Inlaid articles of hougehold as well as wonastic usage
are briefly touched upon also. They are found in the forms of lids
of monastic rice howls, boxes, trays and manuscripty casges.

162. N, Kraiviksh, Phyd Burusrat's Miscellanies Concerning the
Fifth Reign Udnmng symand1. lémo B.E. 2497 (1954 ) 134. pages.

Phyd Burusrat, a distingnished member of the aristocratic
family of Krairiksh, was a well-known figure in the Court of King
Chulalongkorn, whom he served in the capacity of Lord Chamberlain.
He in fact served hiz royal master more than the average TLord
Chamberlain in western royal households, for besides the honourable
and spectacular services of a Lord Charuberlain, he was also his de
facto valet, a post deemed locelly veserved for a nobleman of the
hest digposition who wonld be able to carry ount his arduous duties
with & high degree of general intelligence fur above his counterpart
in western courts. Phya Burusrat was for many years till his master's
death the trusted servant who waited upon his royal master day
and night especially when on his frequent travels. Aflter the King's
death the nobleman occupied still no less exalted duties though of
3 less arduons nature in the Court of King Rima V1. The oceasion
of the publication of these memoirs was the eightieth anniversary
of hig bivthday. Though he has lost his sight completely, the
octogenariun nobleman still retaing unimpaired health and memory
and his wide general knowledge and intelligence are ever evident
from the material written down by his son from the father’s
narration.  The author, Dr. N. Krairiksh, too, is to be congratulated
for his most interesting account which he has reproduced from his

father's mounth with an evident love of the subject.

This first chapter deals with the affaire frangaise of 1893.
Tn order to appreciate the high intelligence of the octogenarian

nobleman, the following passage i¢ given in a translated form:
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“Tn an epoch when the white raceg of the West were bugy
gnatching colonies and dependencies in the Eagt, our country
wag in a very precarious position, for it was c¢learly evident
that our neighbours and all the couniries of the gnuth-east
sueh as India, Java, Burma, Annam, Cambodia, Lao and the
Philippines lost their independence one after the other.
Those left free were only China, Japan and Siam. The first
two mentioned above were of counrse bhig nations with
numerous populations. Their foundations were Hrn: enough
to render it difficult for any bully to cope with., And yet
there were ineidents and quarrels with western powers, with
the result that China, for jnstance, had (v cede slices of
her territory like Hongkong and Macao. ..

Asg for us Siamese, how was it that we still maintained
independence ? It was really a thing to be wondered at,
We were like a young lamb placed hetween o feroeious tiger
and a lion, who were growling to grind us between their
tecth. Tt was o bit of luck that we happened to have had a
monarch who with great cleverness steered us through all
these menacing adversities, gacrificing when necessary parts
of our land in order the better to secnre the whole until we
finally reached the shore in safety. It was to his credit
that modern generations are now able to reap the Fruits
of his sagucity, Who reully knows how much he suffercd
on these occasions? His mental agony was such that he
was unable to eat or sleep until he fell very ill even to the
extent of almost despairipg his life, Father gays he often
gaw tears rolling down the King's cheeks as he sat alone

musing over what had happened and what he was going
to do.”

In describing the above affaire to his son, Phyd Burusrat

algo recounted the circumstances eight years back which led up to
it, thus demonstrating his complete grasp of the situation. There
wag also the lighter side in which he deseribed what went on in
the Royal Palace during those days of anxiety,
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Other chapters reconnt many sides of Court life, especially
the travels of the sovercign both within the Kingdom and without
it to Java and Burope, As a member of His Majesty’s suite he was
enabled to observe at close range how his sovereign was treated by
the ruling houses of Europe with great courtesy and even affection.
The second trip in 1907 is described with interest with regard to
certain points which are not to be found in official reporvts alveady
published. The yacht trip, for instance, to the North Cape, the
meetings which King Chulalongkorn had with the Emperors of
Russia, Germany and Austro-Hungary, and ithe voyal houses of

Denmarlk, 3pain and England were the episodes which most
impressed the aged gentleman, then a young man of course, The
author says that the firgt voyal trip to Xuvrope when Phyi Burusrat
also accompanied His Majesty will be published on another oceasion,

The most graphically recorded inecident is the one on the Iasg
few days of the King's life in chapter 15, The King's illness lasted
only a few days when a coma gel in from which he never recovered.
Tt is told with feeling for His Excellency was with his royal master
all throngh the week of his fatal illness,

163, The Rev, Phra Amaramuni, 4 Guwide lo ihe Trad pidok
L] H ﬂl "
oz lnabgn. 160 pages B.JE, 2498 (1955),

This ig obviously one of the most valuable of recent publi-
ealions in the field of Buddhist lore, It fivst appeared by instalments
in the Dharmacakshu, the jonrnal of the King Mongkut Pali
Academy which Thas now attained to the status of a Buddhist
University. It is now published in book fovrni,

Ag its name implies, it is a guide and does not have any more
ambitions aim. In the preface is a short statement of the nature
of the Tragpidok, more gencrally known to the world as the
Tipitaka. The substance is the teaching of the Buddha, divided
into three well-defined sections which are called “* haskets,” mitaka.
The version of Siam was thoronghly vevised in 1788, published in
Siamese charactevs, retaining of course the oviginal Pali, in the

reigh of King Chulalongkorn, and again revised and concorded with
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versions of other nations as well as of the Pali Text Society and
published in 1925-8 in 45 volumes of about 500 octavo pages each,
incidentally coresponding to the number of years of lhe Master's
misgsion in India.

The first ‘hasket’ consists of the regulations of the Holy
Brotherhood and the Sisterhood of nuns, now defunet. The *bhasket’
is divided and sub-divided into clear partis in order no doubl tu
render tlie material easy to commit to memory. Shorl synopses are
hera given of each of the divisions and sub-divisions. This bagkel
went under the name of the basket of the Vinaya, * Regulations .

The second, the basket of germons, is much more voluminoug’
That the editors of 0old who arranged the contents of thig section
were most conversant with their work seems indisputable. The
sermons were arranged in accordance with their individual nature.
Thus, for instance, the longer sermons are put together in a section
ealled the ' Long Sermons” (Digha Nikaya); followed by one of
middle length and g0 on. Bach sermon, or suléin, is prefaced by &
record of the place and circumstance in which it was deliverad.

The third bagket, that of the adhidhamma or special
dhamma, is obviously late in chronology. Its system or arrangement
is different from the two preceding baskots, being more in the
nature of collections of seven hooks of formulae condensed for
memory from the general mass of the Master’s teaching. Though
they are attriboted to the mouth of the Buddha on the oecagion of
his veputed visit to his mother, reborn in heaven as a deva, the

nature of their wording and arrangement points to their having been
later regrouped,

The guide is brought up in the rear by aﬁ index of the
sutla, or sermons ( pp. 104-129 ), and an index of the titles of the
Jataka stories (pp. 130-160).

This is the fivst time that a systematic reference publication
for the Tipitaka has been made available for Siamese scholars and
should he welcomed as such,
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presented by the Embassy of Burma.
Preliminary Studies on Some Philippine Languages.
Papers on Philippine Linguistics.
Manobo Alphabet Book.
Libluh Tanay ( Tagabili Pre-Primer ).
Vocabulary of Central Mindanao Manobo,
Dibabaon-Mandayan Vocabulary.
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Built in USA: Post-War Architecture.
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Dr, Yasukazu Suematsu: Studies in the History of 8illa (1954).

S. Radbakrighnan: The Dhammapadda (1950). '
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Wayne 3, Vucinich: Serbin belween 1Sast aud West, the Kvents of
1903-1908 (1954).

Report on the Pacific Seicnce Association ( 1951 ).
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L. Smitinand: Identification Keys to Genera and Species of Lhe
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John  CGulick: Social Stracture and Culture Change in a Lebanese
Village (1955).
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Amsterdam, DMededeling No. OXII, Afdeling Tropische’
Producten No, 42,
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8polia Zoologica Musei Hauniensis XT1T, XIV.

Sumer, Vol, X, No. 2.
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