
'THE: DALAlJ 

By 

P1·ince Dlwni Nivat, I{?·onwm?m Biclyalabh 

Students of Indonesian literature are all famiiiar with what 
is usually known as the Panji Cycle of Histol'ical Romance, based 
upon the life and adventures, martial as well as romantic, of Panji, 

one of the most popular of: heroes of o1<1-time Indonesia. Panji, rul 

a matter of fact, was an historical person age, for he has ueeu 

identified with Kamesvara I of the Kurepan-Dahfi, state ( 1115-1130 ). 

Oountlesd versions of this romance exist not only in Java, the lanrl 

of its birth, bnt also over the archipelago and neighbonring lands 
including Siam, 

Dr. Poerbatjaraka has examined in llis P anjive?·ha.len 
ondM•ling Vergeleken perhaps all of the innumerable Indonesian 
versions of the Cycle, and has made comparisons, perhttps less 
exhaustively, with non-Indonesian versions, notably the Cambodian. 
Unfortunately the latter happens to be only an adaptation of the 

comparatively recent Siamese version-the I new of Rfima II ( 1767-

1824 ). In any case, the learned doctor concluded that the greater 
number of Indonesian versions had certain common features which 
he enumerated in detail. On examining t.hem one finds that. those 
features col'respond more with the Siamese Dala7J colled also the 
Greater 1'ale of Inao than with the Inao (Lesser Tale). It seems, 
therefore, that two types of the Cycle came up to this country. 
One, possessing most of the features enumerateii by Poerbat.jaraka ancl 
therefore conforming to the classic Indonesian typo, is represented 
here by the Dala1J; whilst the other seems to have had its origin in 
a Malay version, known as the Vers1'on of Ar·i N a.gara., a tnmslation 
of which has been made recently into Siamese and exists in the 

National Library in manuscript f.orm. 
Let us now examine the venue of these versions. 'fmc1ition, 

unconfit-med however by history, has it that a pt•incess, in the days 
of the King now known as" His late Majesty of the Sublime Um" 
(1732-1758) who was her father, wrote the !two from the oral 
infol'mation of her maids who were probably Malays. We lmow 
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hosides that. a number of Islamic classics came up lhe Peninsuht 
about that time such for example as the Sibsongliem. Malacca was 

obviously the centre .of this dissemination of Islamic literature. 
According to Sir Richard Winstedt ( JRAS, Mal. branch, Vol. XVII, 

part 3, p. 38) "the earliest. Malny redactions mnst have beou known 
in the fifteenth century in Malacca or they could not have colon.red 
the .Malay Annnl8 with theil· tales of Chandra Kirana nud Sultan 

Mansnr ... What centre, indeed, more likely for their translation from 
the Javanese than that cosmopolitan port with Sultan Munsnr marrird 
to a Javanese woman .... a port with a colony of bilingnal locally 

born ,Tavanese in touch not only with their country of origin hnt 
with the new Islamic learning?'' From Ma1acca then HlO J'omance 
might have worked its way up t.he Peninsula to Ayndhyli, where at 
least t.wo versions m•c said to have been dramatiscd by that. princess, 

or two princesses, as above mentioned. As there arc now in this 
country two distinct versions of the romance, it is probable t.lwt 
they are indiviitnally descended from those two Ayudby:I ;•ersion~. 

As to their titles, the differentiation into the Oroatm· ani! 
the Lesser '£ales of Inao is probably quite late. The teJ'm dala11 

signifies the manipulator of the shadow-play; whilst Inao was the 

name of the hero, though in the Siamese versions the name P:mji it~ 

reserved for him in clisgnise as a forester. 

I have already made critical studies of the Sio.mesn versions 
with a view to coming to some conclusion as to their origin and 

venue. One was published in Siamese in 1941 nncler the title of 
A Biogmphy of Thew V01·achandra and MateriaZ.'i fo1' the St?tdy 

of the Origin and Ve1we of the Siamese Tale of lnao. The second, 
written in English, was published in India. Antiqna ( I<J.J. Brill, 

Leyden, 1947) under the title of Siamese Versions of the Panj1: 
Romance. In the latter study, in English, I was not able to give 

summaries of the romances at any detail because of a general limi­
tation of space for all contributions to that special volume of I nd·ia 

Antiqua, dedicated as it was to the fiftieth anniversary of Dr. J.P. 

Vosel's d,octor~te, :u'or a real study of tl:(e subject., however, 
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especially for the internatio11al student who does not read Siamese, 

it seems necessary that a summary of both versions should be 

twailablc in English. Hence the present article on one of them-the 
DiilarJ. 

'rhere are at present two manuscripts of t.he romance 

DalMj. Both al'e obviously incomplete. 'rhough acquired by ~Lnd 

l>ept in the National Library their missing pat•f;f; have not yet been 

[unud. 'L'he romance is believed to date back only to tho fil'l:lt reign 

of the Ohakri Dynasty; and is treated as 11 "Hoyal Writing", or 

P lwa lUijanibondh, implying that the work watl either writ Len by 

the King himself ot• under bis direct instigation und direution. One 

manu::;cri pt con$ists of 32 volumes of the old-style Siamese folio; 

and wm; publiilhed at D~·. D.B. Bt·adlcy's Press in 1890 in its incou1. 

plete form. It ill now out of print and very hard to lind. The 
t~econd, consisting of 39. volumes, is, however, shorter in material. 

'l.'he manusot•ipta date ft•om the third reign of ~he Ohakri Dynasty. 

Beyond these i wo manuscripts thet·c does not seem tu oxist auy 

others either of the romance Dalrt?J or any other '\vork which can 

be classified as belonging to this type of the Panji romance. 

'l'he story is very well-known in this country. 'l'he Lessor 

'l'ctlo of I nao wl'itten in the first reign still exists but has been 

eclipsed by a later version written personally by King Rama II. 

'l:his version has now become one of the greatest classics of Siamese 

literature. Hence the importance of a study of these tales. 'l'he 

1n•osont urticle is, howevei•, concerned only with tho DalaYJ, the 

G?•eatel' 'l'ale oj lncw. 

The Setting 
In the beginning the Great Ancestor, Patarakala, founded 

four states, namecl Knrepan, Daba, KalalJ and SiJJhasari, to be ruled 

by Hia descendants, who were brothers. 'l'hey were of the "Divino 

IUtoe of Rulers"· 
The brothers were incomparable in virtue and at.tainments. 

'l.'o each of· them· numerous vassal kings and chiefs owed allegiance. 
Each of the four capitals was pl'oviucd with similar sets of royal 

., 
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residences, in front of which was a tournament ground,* bounded by 

arsenals am1 stable::; fot• horse and elephant. In the centre of the 

city was a clt·um tO\ver of great height. At the approach of an enemy 
the drnm was beaten and citizens would 15p<mtaneously take up arms 

for the common defence. Roads were paved with laterite and strewn 

with red sand. Shops abounded on either side, where women plied 

their trade in gold, jewellery, silk and other merchandise. Young 

people swarmed the streets and courted. Entertainments such as 
the shadow-play were plentiful. 'fhe walls of the city were of 
laterite and stone of a golden hue, fortified by bastions, palisades and 

other military devices. Outside the walls was a lake for purification 
after a battle, ft·om which numerous lotuses ttnd lilies emitetl their 

fragrance. 

'fhough innumerable maidens of royal parentage attended 

upon the monarr.h in less exalted ranks in the harem, custom only 

sanctioned him to raitle five ladies t.o the rank of a qneen. They 
wm·e the Pramaisuri ( Paraniaisvadya ), the Madevi ( Mahadevi ), the 

i\Iato, the Llkn and the MauHi.JJL 

The Priucipal Characters. 
The Queen of Knrepan at length had a dream that the sun, 

as it shone in the heavens, dropped down suddenly into her hands. 
While she gently took hold of H a brilliant ray of light filled up 

evm·y space only to disappea1· as soon as it came on. It shone forth 

anew later wit-h the moon's brilliance, which seemed equally t•esplen­

dant to the eye. She then woke up and related the dremu to het· 

lot•cl, who saw in the dream the coming birth of a son and heir. He, 

liOwev-er, referred the augury to the astrologers of the Omll't for due 
i ntorpretation. The latter submitted t,heir unanimous opi~1ion ·that 

u son would be born, who shall be endowed with might and shall 
lm able to make conquests in all directions. At the age of foul'teen, 

however, tbe young prince \vas doomed.to (:xile, but all wouid ]Jc 

well in Lhc eud. Hi~ greatne:>H would be !:luch that instead o£ the 

divino right to a set uJ: live queens he would Le entitl~cl to teu. 

*No doubt the counterpart of the modern aloc11 ulo¢u of Javanese capitals of 
principalities, 
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After a period of ten months from the time a tremendous 

storm rent the skies with thunder and lightning; musical instruments 

sonnded everywhere with spontaneity; copious l'ains fell and at theit· 

subsidence a son was horn to the P1•amaisuri within the Palace. 

The child was tenderly washed by the Madevi in a bowl of crystal. 
The Gt·eat AncE-stor fashioned a k:l'iB in the heavens and left it at the 

side of the new· horn child with his blessing. The kris was later 

discovered by the child's side by t,he Madevi and there was much 
rEdoicing at the discov' ry. 'l'he King, unsheathing the weapon, 

found his son's name insc1·ibed thereon as Harlen Montri of Ktll'epan. 

Sons of lE-ading courtiers were appointed pages of honour; thus tbe 

shapely son of Pateh was appointed the P1·asanti1, the son of Tamu.YJOlJ 
became Kartali1, the son of Yasii. became Punta and the son of 

DamaJJ became Yarucleh. Presents a1•riverl in plenty from the royal 

uncles of the three other st.ates as well as from other chiefs. 

In due time theMadevi gave birth to a son upon whom the 

Great Ancestor bestowed in like manner a lcr·is bearing the name of 
v 
Uarat'J lcanaJ'Jloh. 

Meanwhile in Dahii. the Pr·amais1wi bore a daughter at 

whose birth a significant aroma of fragrant .ii.owers ~eemed to fill 

the air all over the palace. She was therefore known as Busbii 

Kii.loh of Dii.ha. She was very beautiful and well beloved of her 

parents. Maids of honour were appointed hearing the ranks of 

Bi1yan, Pal1L1Jan, Paaeran and Sfi.:r.Jet, The J.1fadevi of Daha had 

also a clanghter uaun~d Bn~liawilis. rl'he p1·incesses of Dalla. were 
then betrothed by the King of Kurf'pan for his two sons in accordance 

with their respective ranks, The Pntmaisu?·i of Sil'Jhasii.ri too gave 

birth to a son, whom the Great Ancestor named, in like manner by 
" iuscdbing on a lt:t·is, Oinhn•twanna.. 'l'he young Pl"ince was given 

similar honours as those bestowed upon the heit• of Kurepan. The 

M adevi of Si1Jhas1LJ'i gave birth later to a prince named CJiudasari. 

Daughters were born later on of th~ PramaisLwi and Mato of 

KalarJ and given the names of Busbii. AkolJ and Busbi11·ani1, who 

became betrothed later to Oiutaravannfi, and Cindasfi.ri of Si!JhasB.ri. 

The King of KalalJ had also a son by the Lilcil- named Sirilmn• 
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lnao's First Amour. 
v 

Inao and his bl'otber Oat'UJ~kanaJJloh were intimate with one 

another as if they wet•e of the same mother. They mastered all 

the :ll'tS and constantly attended upon their father. When they 

uame of age they were given young ladies of rank as minor wives. 

One day while out hunting, Inao, attended only by Pral:lantii. 

since they outrode the retinne, came upon a young and beautiful maid 

wbo was living with hen· widowed mother earning a living by 

vegetable. gardening. She was named Busba and had a companion, 

Lora. On being addt'essed by the young prince, they fled into 

their cottage and bolted themselves in, Inao, nothing danntod, 

tried to gain entrance without succest:>. On the arrival of the 

retinue he ordered a camp to be pitched and sent for gold bars 

from the palace. Towards evening the widowed mother came 

bacl•, was bribed with the gold bars and gladly accepted them in 

exchange for her daughter's hand in marriage. "Busb§. of the 

countryside''- as she is usually known in the story in contrast to 

Busha the Princess of Dii.ha- modestly objected to the Prince's 

advances, pointing out het· low birth and the fact of the Prince's 

betrothal to the Pl'iucess of Daba, to thwart which would have been 

an act on her part of lese mnjcsle agttinst the royal father punishable 

with a death penalty. Her reasoning proved of no avail and the 

Prince had his way. After some days of rustic idyll the Prince 

came to the city and attended upon his father, hoping to be able to 

return as soon as possible to his beloved of the countryside. 

Unfm·tunately the King of Kmepan felt that the time had 

arrived to consummate the marriage of his t~Oll and heir with the 

niece who had boen betrothed to him. A l'oyal missive was 

(lespatched to his brother of Dfhh:1 who naturall:y reciproeated the 

good intentions ancl began to prepare for t.lte gt•eat occasion~ Upon 

receipt of his brother's rep1r of as8ent the King of Knrepan 

instructed Inao to supervise tho al'nmgement8 for the royal progress 

to Daha. rl~he t·oyal order was again anJ ttgain rieglected by· the 
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Prinue who eventually left the capital for his camp and confided to 

his amour the intent.ions of his royal parents. Busha of the 

countryside tried to persuade him to accede to his fatb er's wishes 

bnt he waR adamant in saying that he could love no one but, her. 

'l'ho King meanwhile found that impite of reminders Inao 

pnitl no attention to the preparations for the royal progress to the 

nuptials in Daha and became incensed. He even thought of laying 

phns to gel; rid of the country girl by murder; th<mgh tll e 

P1·amai.mri persuaded him that this first infatuation woul<i llass and 

aU would end happily. When Inao came to see his father again 

the latter reminded him about the nuptials to which Ii1ao made no 

reply. Tho King there11pon spoke to him quite harshly. Inao 

again t•etire(l to his camp and came no longer into town, neglecting 

attendance on his royal father. The latter sent for him giving 

orders that as soo11 as Inao left the camp the country nmonr was to 

be seiz.ed and murdered in the forest. One of tbe senior courtie1•s, 

TarnllJJOl~ was entrusted with the unpleasant duty which he carried 

out not without a great dral of hesitation and inward compassion. 

Upon his return to th•· camp Inao learnt of thr tragedy. Gathering 

up tho remains of his mUl'dered amour with his own bauds, he 

became desperate and raised camp to assume the life of a forester, 

wandet'ing aimlessly for no appereut destination. 'fhe first act of 

his self. imposHd exile was to cremate the remains of his hHloved. 

He then adopted thl• name of Panji the forester and went forth. 

First Adventure 
Youth must have ils fling and thr memory of his heloved 

faded as a new factot• came into the scene. The Chief of Pan~ura­
kan was taking his daughter, Bnsbii.sar·i, betrothed to the }leir of 

Sa~a. unn state, fot' a holiday in the woods; and the party was 

espied by Pt•asanH1 who led his master to tal{e a lonk at them. 

Pauji became at once enamoured of the young and ,lovely lady who, 

moreover, resembled his late amour of the cnuntrsside. On a 

~\,ldden impulse .Panji seized t:P.e lady and ¥alloved otr withoU.t :much 
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ado. Her father was at the tirue puying a visit to n se>or on tho 

mountain. When informed of the al1duction he wa~ enmgod and 

on the point of setting out to recover his daughter. Tho seen• triod 

to desist him from viole~ce, pointing cn1t that the culprit was a man 

wit:h a future who could well look after his daughter. '!'he l'Ill'aged 

father was finally pacified. He set out nevertheless on thoir path, 

and, on coming up to thP encampment of Panji, saw his daught(lr 

on the lap of the y(Jnng forPster, "bf:'fitting one another aR tht> sun 

does the moon". He re'ented and forgave the insult. Panji then 

came to the Chief's headqnarters to beg his pardon and the dif­

ference was ended. The Chief returned to his home with his son· 

in-law leading the vanguard. 

The way hack to Pan;fH'ii.kan passt=>rl the bounrlnt·y of Saca~ 
unu, the heir of which had been hrtrothed to the ah.Jnrtc•d lai!y, 

In his capacity of leader of the vangnard Panji sent a tnC'R!Hlg<" into 

Saca. unu asldng its Chid to send his son ont to pay him homage, 

adding at the same time that the young lady who waR to have ht•f'n 

his son's wife had been already mart·ied to him. N("ithet· thH Chief 

of Saca-unu nor his son could hr-onk thP insnlt.; ancl a pitched 

battle followed in which hoth wet·e ldllf'rl hy Pan.ii. ThP. nlliNl 

Chief of Pakmii,lJan, a close relative of the rlE'nd Chief of Su~a-tmn, 
dared not resist and paid tribllte to Panji in tlw form of his 

daughter Katil;asii.l'i who also became Panji's wift•. 

The third state to be passPd was Kt•alaJnhaJJan, whnso 

Chief willingly SUN•nclet·E>d to Panji n n d paid him tTihnt ~"· 'Panji 

then arrived at Panrarakan; nnrl. hy (ordE>t' of tllf' Chid', }Jj,., C:tthur· 

in -law, nuptials were snlerunisN1 with thro Pt·inC'ess fhu;b£1 11 fi,1'i as 

well as with the daughter of the Chief of Palunno~:~an. 

Second Adventure 

Meanwhile nE>ws spread abroad of t.he first adventure of 

PanH. The ChiE>f r•f anothAr stntP. MalJada. un arnbiti .. ns mnn, 

conceivc·d a plot of l'idding th•· yonng and i:lPt•mingly il'l'l'Sist.ihle 

adventurer. He invited Panji to his capital and ro~'nll~· eJ,lt('rt!dned 
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him and his numerous suite. Next, he proposed to Panji an 
excursion to an island state, namerl Bannlan, where a gigantic 
octagonal stone bearing an old inscription existed. There was a 

tradition attached to it that whoever could uproot the stone would 
he a man of great glory and power. Panji fell in with the irlea anrl 

sailed thither in boats furnished by the Chief. Upon arrival there~ 
he was entertained royally by the Ohief of the island and tJwn rode 
into the forest to see the archeological curiosity. Panji succeeded 

in moving the stone, whereupon a huge flame sprang up from the 
cavity, at the subsidence of which a marvellous gong which sounded 
automatically was seen. This was considered a sign of power. 

The next day Panji set sail to return to MalJada. His boat 
was however wrecked through leakage which had been prearranged 
by the wily Chief of Ma:J1ada. Upon receiving news of the <lisast.er 
that Chief rejoiced and imagined that Panji had been got rid o£. 
Panji in the meantime was washed ashore accompanied only by Misa 

Ma1Jii.rad, that is to say, Pt·asanta with his disguised name as a 
forester. After recovering the two strayed along in search of food 
and security till they eventually came into the state of N11satan, a 
realm of Amazons where no male existed. Panji was adopted as 
the rul~;~r's consort while his companion was t•oya1ly entet·tained to 
food and pleasure at every house in the city. 

Search Parties 
After the disaster of Ma1Jadli. the remnants of Panji's 

. retinue returned to Kurepan with the two consorts of their master 
and reported the whole affair to the King. 'l'he latter sent his son, 
Carakanal:Jloh at the head of an army to search far and wiile for 

Inao. In order to facilitate his search CaraJ1kanallloh adopted a 

forester's disguise under the name of Kuda Viraya. In dne time 

he arrived before the walls of MaJJi'i.da and challenged the Chief to 
a fight in which the latter was worsted and killed. Kuda Vidtyii, 

then questioned individually all the ministers as well as the furthet· 
remnants of Panji's army which brought him now to the island 
as to the whereabouts of their master bnt was told that he harl 
disappeared altogether withont any trace, 
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Now began a long search, the initial direction of which was 

Lasam, now still known hy practicnlly the same ·name of Lasem. on 

the north coast of central Java. 'l'he method of his search was the 

Harne all along and each :inuctnre is dnscriherl at; ]ongth. It may bo 

snmmoll np shortly. lTprm arrival at any state, a provocative letter 

wonld be sent to its chief demamling surrender in person. The 

chief would he dictated by a natural indignation and self-respect to 

refuse compliance antl a fight won ld follow in which the respective 

chief is worsted and killed or sm·renders. 'l'rihnte wonld then be 

exncterl in ldnd and if there is an unmarried <laughter she would 

become the conqueror's consort. 'l'o return to our narrative our 

hero made Lasam his headqllariers for the time being. 

Meanwhile the King of Sb1hasari, yonngest of the fmll' royal 

brothers ancl an nncle of Inan, on receiving the appeal for help fmn1 

his brother of DiLha, also sent a search party nnrler tlw comman<l 

oE the Heir Presumpt.ive of SiY,!hasari, his eldest son. 

Panji in Daha 
In the course of timP Panji and his c·.ompnnion escaped from 

Nnsatan the realm o£ the Amm-:ons; ancl, after a period of consider­

ahle hardship, arrived by chance in Dahii. An old woman Rceinr; 

the wt·etched state in which the two yonng men were took eompas­

sion on t.hem, admitted them to her hnrnhle cottage and adopted 

them as he1· children. In order to earn a living Panji starterl to 

carve fignres from hide and pc'rfornwd tho shadow-play. This 

episode in fact has given the name of Di~lct?J to this version of: the 

romance. 'l'he pedot•nHtnces proved popular and the rlalct'IJ became 

himselJ' a star. Patrons vied with one anothet· in engaging him to 

perform for them ::mel he became songht after by maidens of the 

city. His fame spread till it reach eel the earH of Pateh the Minister, 

who organised a perfonnance at his private resirlence. 'l'he per­

formance proved such a snceess that the Minister saw in it a means 

whereby he might, be able to divert his sovereign from the sorrow 

and depression resulting from tlw affair of Inao's rejection of his 

\~augbter1 which the King felt W(\S \1 family insult. 'l'he play 
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eventually took pluue in the pulaue. 'l'l.!u whule cund including the 

royal ladies attended. An accident among the audience was the 

occasion fol' light being Lrought into the darkened space, which 

t•evealE•d to Punji the beauteous shape of the Ring's daughter, the 

fianeee in fact whom he had spmned in favotlr of the country-girl. 

Tho performance was so successful that it was again engaged to ta1rc 

place on several consecutive cve.nings. At times :Misa MaJ:Jat·ad, 

otherwise PrasantU. the companion in exile, would t•clieve Pan:ii at 

manipulating the figures on the screen; and the auclioncc understood 

that the dltla?J was either rei:ltiug or indisposeLl. The intervalt~ wore 

put')Juscly engineered to occTJr tnore lll!Cl more J'ru<rucntly until the 

!LUdiuneu took no note of them. Panji then took the chance to H1ip 

behind and wenL stmigbt to the avartments whero tho Princcs8 

Bnl:lha was slecming. By tender naresses ho woke her. Busbi.i. wa~ 

indignant aL tlw liJJcrty he wa~ taking and sent him away. Evou 

though he was full of entreaty Panji realised that hitl efl'o1•t wu::; 

uot to pt·ovo of any avail and made his retreat. The unwelcome 

visit was repealed on tho following evening, Busha remaining firm 

in hol' reJ:n:oal. 

AL bhiB juncture it so happollell lltat tho Chief of Prati"Lhon 

<lied, lo<Lving a widow awl throe grown- up Huns who were t~till 

unmarried. 'J'he elclei:!t on succeeding to tho chieHaiuHhip began. 

to luok out fot· a worthy consort. A minister told him that the 

King of Daha hac! a lovely dtmghter who had been betrot.hed to bnl:. 

rejected hy Iuao of Kurepan. Inspite of opposition from another 

minister on the ground that it would be dangerous to thwart Inao 

who thongh no longer about might turn up at any moment, the young 

Chief fell in at once with the idea and sent a mission to Daha to 

suo for her hand. 'l'ho King of Dahfi., still smarting from the insult 

of his nephew's rejection, promised his daughter's h'ancl readily 

though without any enthusiasm. In dne Limo the Ohio£ of Pratahon, 
aoelllllJJtmiell by hiM two youugur brotlte!'l:l, arri.Vlld in D<lhi1 aJltl asked 

ponuit~sion of the King t.o celebrate the wedding withh1 ·five days. 

Busbfi,, hearing of this fate from her maid, was gL'eatly dh!tret~sed 

and confided to the maicl that even at thttt time the dala1J was in 

.. 
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the habit of stealing into her rooms to make love which she had 

never shown any sign of reciprocating. 'l'he maid was of opinion 

that the dala7J could not have been a man of low birth and suggested 

putting the situation bofo1·e him for advice. Busha, still reluctant 

to speak to one who had been insulting her and still less to ask him 

for advice, was nndecidecl as to future action beyond being determined 

not to marry the new unknown suitor and ready to end her own 

life if it could not be prevented. 'l'hat evening during the usual 

shadow. play the dctla1J again stole up into her room. The Princess 
was at last willing to ask his help in finding a way out of contracting 

Lhe maniage with the unknown suitor. She worded her appeal as 

far as her personal self-respect would allow and her wording almost 

implied her willingness to share his life She had an intuition that 

in point of birth tlle dcda?J was really her peer in disguise. 'l'he 

dalmJ on his part wanterl her to discover for herself somehow that 

he was none other than her betrothed. In his effort towards this 

end he nn!:lbeathed. his lwis on which his name was written aml laid 

it, before her by way of offering tho weapon to her to take his lifo 

i1' she wished. Bnsba on the other hand di<l not e...-en look at the 

weapon. Finally the rlala?J was disappointed and left the princef:!f:!, 

saying that he wonld retire to the forests. He left Di.i.hU. 
altogether. 

The Heroine Disappears 

Meanwhile IH'C\Jarations for the wedding proceeded apace. 

On tho eve of the wediling day the bridegroom was mortally stabbed 

by an unknown assusin who managed to escape. '!'he dead prince's 

bruLhers llomanded that the bride followed her gt•oom in death by 

oJJ:er.ing hersel£ to the Hames on hi!; funereal pyre. 'l'he King of 
Dahii,, however reluctant to lose his daughter in this way, felt iu 

honour bound to accede to the request, sanctioned as it was by 

custom. Upon her ascending the pyre, lo! a big lotus sp1•ang up 

anrl Busb8. disappeared out of everybody's sight in a miraculous 

manner, her persoual attendants disappearing with her. 'l'he Great 

Ancestor, I.JJ.rougil whose ageucy Lhe miracle happened, placed the 
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fi. ve maidens on a celestial chariot which fled through the air up to 

the summit of a high mountain, where he revealed himself and told 

Busba that henceforth she an<l hnr attenrlants were to be turned into 

men for their own protection. 'l'hey would resume their sex as soon 

as Busba meets and recognises her beh·othed. While in a man's 

state she would be known to the world as Misf~ Prttmar)kuniJJ and 

an army was created for her out of leaves of tre.;s in the forest ! 

It was obvious that the unknown assassin was none other 

than the dala?J, who was even prcseut at the fnueral service. Upon 

seeing the Princess disappear into the flames he lost his reason nnd 

swooned. Upon recovery he wal:i led by Prasanta into the country 

for his own safety and there they remained for some lime. 

Misa Prama1Jkunin 
'l'he brotllers of the dead Ollif'f ol' Prn.ti"Lhun Lhcn left Dahii, 

and, on theit· way home, (!llCJuuutered Misft PrarnaJJkuniYJ ( Bmlba 

turned into a mnn) at the !wad of her-or his-army. :Fighting 

c•nsucd ; and the lJI'othen; were ldlled hj' Misa PranwlJkunilJ ; the 

rest of their annies surrendered and inviLecl the victor to ttssume the 

OhieJ'tainship thns loft vacant oJ' Pratahon. 'l'his she did as a means 

to an end, whic:U was of course the discovery oJ her betrothed, who, 

she was told, was himself searching J'or her. After the formal 

installation to the throne, l\1isu PranHtJ:JkunilJ remained for a time 

in that state from which slie was planning to organise searches for 

the prince, 

'fhe narrative is now ::;witched Lo the Prince of Si;Jhasari, 

Uinta1·avaunit, who, while tmvelling in search oJ: h1ao, was informed 

hy the Great Aneestot• in a dream thut Inao o£ Kurepau, now Panji, 

wae1 living in a poor state, bereft, of l'GHSOll, accompanied solely by 

Pral:lant~u, somewhere m·onud Dfuha. 'l'he Prince at once p1•oceedecl 

to that neigh bonrhooll and dil:lcoverecl them without. difficulty. By a 

process of humouring he was able to bring Inao back to reason and 

suggested retllrning to Kurepan; At the mention, however, of 

Kurepan, old memories I•etnrned antl Panji relapsed into his former 

state of insanity. EiirJ mentality nevertheless improved a little 

later and they bega11 t1•avelliug, the immediate objective being 
MaJJficla. 
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It will be remembered that it was at MaJ;jlLc1i1 thut PanWs 

uruther, IJaraJJkalHil:lloh, under the al:lt~llrlll'd forester'H. name of 

KucEi Virii,yi1, lutcl made his headqt.wrter8 fn1• tlte tinw. .Jus~ at the 

moment, however, he had set out on a journey. '!'In' enusin:; met 

h d 'l"s t8Sl.l1". the• uitu•ttion H"l'eed \.hat it Wtl8 no UBO on t e way, an , c t. et , "' ' · • o 

trying to get Pauji to return Lo Kurcpan until hi::~ min([ hml lJCon 

c~omplctoly re;.;turetl, With that olJjecl; in Yiew t.h<·y cleeided to 

onalJle t.lt<l iuvalid lo get a period oJ' cun1plele l'l'~t by a~HilJHing the 

li.[e oE an a8eetie on Uw mount of l'ra~·aJrm. Iuao, on hl'-iug 

ap~.lronehed alJout the project, agreed. They L}l.l'll [)l.:eamu a:-;eetil:s 

uuder the preeeptrm;hip oJ: the uld hcnu it re;;idE·nl uu Lila! monnL. 

The Ascetic Panji 

The Gr<,at A.neosL<JJ' was w•w again Wt,aviug t.)lt, wd• of 

<1ostiny. He nppen.rell to l\fisi:L PratnaJ~ktntiJJ ( Bu::il1<l in a !llalu 

furm) in a dream and told her that Lho rlltla1J !:\he had meL in hel' 

palaee nt Dalla wns none other than J1or own botrotlwd, luau of: 

Kurepau, and that he was now disconsolate autl liviug in the Coreat, 

menLally deficient. 'rims en1ightened, Lhe heroine wal:l doullly 

sLrengthened in her will to lind him. She lo;;t. nu tiwo iu starLing 

on a journey of search at tlre heall uf tliu Pl'alli.hun army. 'l'ho 

osLenHihle reason given was that the Chief, being still unmarried, 

was touring in search of a HUitable uonsol't. On arriving at tllC 

boundary of the state of Pamase the usual qnal'l'el arose with the 

state and its Chief came out to fight, was vanqnil:lhed and offered 

the conqueror the hand of his daughter. MalarJid, the uext sL:.tto 

to be passed, surrendered without fighting and uJJ'ercd the hand of 

the Chief'~ daughLer as usual. Then followed six othur states, 

Sildharahura, KahtlJlnuni, Sac a· tmn, Paii.cakusumii,, BnrfLJ;Jan and 

Pamansalad, wllieLt likewit~e sm·reudered, each o.![ering a daughter of: 

the Chief as hm;Lage. At the cavital of t.he last-mentioned <Jtate Misi1 

PmmaJJkuniJJ took up temporary head-quarters and adopted the 

yonug son of the Chief thereof, named Viriisakam, as his own son. 
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The narrative is now switched again to Panji, who had 

adopted an ascetic life on mount Praci111an and was now mentally 
0 

recoverecl. Fie was now known as La1JlaJ1 NiJJmt. Running after 

a hirrl of song one day, he eventually arrived and rnther miracu­

lously enterec1 within the precincts of the inner palaeo of the Chief 

of Patii.rnm. He came face to faee with the ChiC'f's beautiful 

daughter, Cintarilviiti, who, as it turned out, had become enamoured 

of LarJlal'J Nb:~rat whom she had seen in a dream and only met. now 

for the first time. 'fhey of conrse fell in love at first. sight and, 

secnring the father's consent, were d11ly wedded. LaJ;JlaJ;J Nil~rat 

now lived for a time at Pntaram. The other two princes, who had 

adopted the ascetic lire in company wit.h Panji, were alarmed at 

his sndclcn disappearance but were assured by the omniscient 

preceptor that he was in no danger and would be found by them 

somewhere in an eastern direction. The princes therefore took 

leave1 of tho preceptor and, relinquishing their ascetic vows, mo'\Ted 

along at the head of their armies in pursuit. At Mara1mt Ynli, 

the Ohi<'f thereof put up a fight; but, losing two of his generals, 

snrrenclerecl and gave his daughter to the victor. Eight other chiefs 

surrendered and paid tributes likewise in the fOT'rn of riches and 

daughters. 'rho princes came at length into K:1laJJ, the c:1pital of 

tbeit· nncle. Though retaining their foresters' disguises, they sent 

in no provocative letters calling for surrender but instead applied 

for the royal permission to call and pay their respect. 'l'he King 

granted t.lw permission but did not recognise his nephews, though 

he treated the callers with kindness and benevo len co. The so­

called fOl'esters remained in Ki.ilaJJ for a time. 

In Kalal'.) 
Now, ns befo1'e mentioned, the King of Kii.lfll"J ha<l a, son 

named Sirikan by one of the lesser queens. He became very 

friendly with the two foresters. At the residence of Kucla V irayfl, 

Sil'ikan saw the tributary princesses and fell in love with one of 

them. He asked the King, his :father, to ask for her from the 

f.oreflters. '!'he King indignantly pointed out the impossibility o£ 
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asking for the hand of one of their wives for his son and ra.tet1 him 

for such a base thought. Sirikan was extt•emcly hurt. Leaving the 

court on a pretence of a hunting trip, he wen1; into the fet·est, where 

he underwent a series of: severe penn.nees and finally won from the 

gods a magic noose wherewith to catch his enemies, Sending in a 

challenge to his father to come ont and fight, he pointer1 out how he 

had smarted under his scolding before the whole court in Killa1J. 
The foresters on heal'inll this at once vo1nnteered their service. On 

the field of battle they were canght in the magic noose and were 

confined in a cave. The King, coming out to avenge their defeat, 

was also ca nght by the noose and similarly confined. 

The Great Ancostoe again intervened. He appeared to 1\HsfL 

PramaJJkunil'J in a dream and enjoined her to go to the rescue of 

her uncle and cousins outside K§,1alJ. simultaneously informing the 
two cousins in captivity that Busbit of Dii.hii, now under the mn1e 

guise of Misa Pl'amal'JknnilJ, would be their rescuer. The rescue 

was duly effecteu, the cousins r~?cognising each other thongh the 

King of KiilalJ was st.i11 kept in ignorance. Sirilmn, who had 

assumed kingship in KalfllJ for a week, was in tnl'l1 captured anrl 
obliged to put himself to death hy jumping into a well. Misi1 

PramalJkuniJJ was now adopted by the King of Kii.la11 as his son, 

the third of the so- called foresters to become the King's adopted 
son. 

The narrative is now switched to Inao, who, it will be 

remembered, had been living with Ointaravati of Pali1l'am. After a 
time Inao became restless on account of a return of anxiety over the 

fate of his betrothed, Bnsba of Daha. Feigning a hunting trip, be 

left Pati1ram and came at lengt.h to Manyii- pii,- et, where he 

adopted the disguise for a second time of a dala?J, and agaiu became 

very popnlar there as the skilled manipulator of the shadow~ p1ay. 

At that time political affairs in that. state were very unsettled. The 

ruling Chief had married the widow of his predecessor. The lady 

hacl a son by her fil'st husband, named BnrabnlJ and two othet sonH 
by the present Chief. All three were kindly ln·ought up by the 



The DalaJJ 129 

Ohief without any discrimination. While out hunting one day, 

Baraba:r.J was caught in thorns and fell off his horse in agony. The 
two brothers did not notice the accident. Baraba1J imagined t.hat 
he had been purposely neglected; and, being determined on revenge, 
hired assassins to murder the ruling Ohief at one of t,he regular 
performances in the palace of tbe shadow. play. 'rhis accomplished, 
a tremendous confusion ensued. Whilst two of the hired assassins 
succeded in effecting their escape, the other two wm·e hard pressed 
by the murdered Chief's attendants and took refuge in the house ot: 

Baraba1J who had hired them. The Chief's two sons, leading the 
pursuit, came face to face wit.h their half brother. A quat'rel and 
a fight ensued, in which the three brothers were killed. The 
widowed consort consulted the ministers of state and jointly offered 

the throne to the dala?J, who took the widow to wife. 

We are now taken hack by our narrator to Kl1laJ;J in order 

to record an old episode which though very general in Java is not 
well known in this colmtry because the Les.~er· Inao, which is more 
popular here, does not includtl :it. A divine being became disgraced 
in heaven for some fault and was orde1•ed down to earth to live the 
life of an ogre until he should meet and be killed by a scion of the 
"divine race of rulers". The demon whose name is not specified 
here had been waiting for his deliverance [or hnnrlreds of yem·s 
but was now aware that his chance had come. Flying through the 
air to KalalJ, he carried off one of the King's daughters fpom the 
palace gardens to his ahode in the depths of the forest. He com. 
forted her by making no secret of his objecthe ~l.nd placed het• 
nnh!ll·med on a high branch of a giant fig.treo. Meantime a search 
party was organised from I\i11alJ, led by the foresters who hail been 
adopted by the King. Arriving on the scene the whole retinue was 
alarmed by the gigantic size of the ogre and fled, lea\'ing the three 
leaders to face the creature. The ogre told them his story and 
begged them end his life and thereby give him deliverance. The 
Princess of Kalar.J· was thus rescued. So far the Siamese episode of 
the romance Dala13 confirms the .Javanese story· of the OgJ'e of: 

Selamal'JlelJ•. A variation however occnrs. i.On their way back to 
Kii.laJJ another pt;Jnalised divine being in the form of a tiger snatched 
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one of the leauers, Knu<t Viri'i.yii, while asleep; and, taking him to 

his lair, told him that this was done merely to provoke a scion of 

t,he "divine race of rulers'' to kill hiin thereby giving him rlelive­
rance from a divine curse. Knda Vi!•ii.yfi. accot•ded to his wiflh; hnt. 

nnahle to find his way hack strayed alohg in tlw forest. Arter 

uumy days' wandering und privation he came rtul'OSS two travelling 

actors with a numerous troupe. 'l'be :1ctors recoghiscd in Kuclii 

Viriiyii their brother-in-law Cara1Jkana1J loh of Kurepan; while the 

latter learned that the leading ac:tors were the pl'incesscs of 

r'a]i~ariikan and Palm1iian, consorts of Panji in male disguise. 

Alarmed at first at seeing them for he suspected thnt something 

might have happened at Kurepan to neeessit.ate their wmlllnl'ing, his 

fear waa allayed by !;he information from the princeBHOH thnt the 

only reason of their tra\'el was to locate Inao their husband. He 

therefore asrmmod the rOle of manager of the troupe to ensure more 

safety to the disguised \VOmen and togGt,her t.hey trn.vellerl into the 

nearest town, which happened to be Pati'iram, \VhcrP they learrwcl 
v 

of !;he birth by Princess OintaNiviiti of a son tn Pnnji, who duly 

recognised them all and received the two ladies, his consm·tH int.o 

the tmlac€'. Here Kndii Viriiya told Panji that his l>etl'othed, t,hc 

Princess of Diihli, had become a man named MiAi"i hmnn3Jknnha. 

Misa Prama1Jkunin Again on the Move 

Mean while Misfi Prama1JknnilJ ancl the disguisetl Prince of 
Si:tJhasiiri, who harl rescued the Prineess of KillDlJ from tlw ogre's 

cave, brought, hot• into Kfiln.lJ whel'e her· fatilwr was. 'l'lH' two loft 

again in search of Knd:t Virii.yfi. ( Carn.111mna1Jloh of Knrepan) who 

had. disappeared without a trace. 'l'hoy arrived at; "a big city 

nulled Bl1li '', whero the aged Chief paid tl'ibnto in the fnrtu of hil:l 

daught,er. Aft.er a sojourn there Misa. PramalJlntni1J was again on 

the move and at the end of a long voyage of seareh acqnired 

J10Ssession of son1e five unnamed states without, however, being 

able to find any clue as to tho whereabouts of her beloved. The 

fame of Misii. PrarilaJJknnhl spread far and '\\'ide, aJtd some states, 

tbmigh as yet !1ntm1cl1ed by invasion, were beginning tn feel anxiow:~ 



the balaJJ 1.31 

of tj:leir futo and to make plan:; in advance. One of Lhesc \Vltf:l Lho 

state o:[ Pramotau, which t~enL emissaries to mako peace with the 

conqueror. Another was Paliiwrn whoso Ohid wu~; still confident of 

his ability to reaisb because he had a grandson, wbo, he seemed to 

be convinced, was an offspring' of the "divine race. " At this 

remark tho young prince became curious to know who his father 

was and not being able to elicit any satisfactory reply from the 
v 

Chief, his grandfather, asked his mother, Cintarii.vtTti. "Yom 

father? Why he is your sire." was hoP reply. Upon ful'ther 

insis~ance on an am:1wer, the Pl'incess gave up hope .of retaining her 

son at home by not lett.ing him know of his fat.lwl', and to1d him 

that his father was u fine hero called Pan:ii who had bc•en enticcll 

by fate in Lhe Eorm of: a hire! from his hermitage on a mountain 

.into hm• palaeo but hucl long tJinee disappeared. 'rhe youth waH 

convinced then that such a record tt;:;Lifiecl to his father's being 

descended from the "divine ral~C '' aucl wi~:~hud to go in f.leareh uf 

him. Permh:!:>ion was roludantly granted and tho young pl'ince 

left at the head of. an ar41Y· On Ll:w way yot another dof.aultiug 

divine being serving a period o£ penalty on ('.arth \Vatj eucountered. 

'l'he clcfauHer on this o<:casiou was in tbe fol'lil o.f. a bntralo. A tight 

onsnod between lhu young prince aJJcl the ferocious bem1t, which 

was kille<l aud thu!:l released to ref.lurrw lt.i::> godhuad. Grateful .tot' 

t.bis deliverance, he told t.he yonng tn·inee thu,L hitl father wus now 

rnling in Manya-pii-et whith!~l' he evt:n~ually lt.lcl him and his ~umy. 

Hcunion wit.h his father was an oueasion fot· great r{•joidng. Young 

Kusumftrii eventually pcrsuallcJ. his father to go ou tL vit~it to his 

mother and grttn.(lparents at Patfi.rmn. While in resiclence there 

Panji received news from the army which he hatl sent in search uf 

the Princess of Daha, that the stf.Lte of TriiStl had been conquered. 

Panji sent his brother Kuda Viriiyii with his son, Knsumarii., now 

grown into adolescence, to organise that new acquisition. Now, the 

Chief of' 'l'ras(l hud Jallon in battle fighting u.gain::>t 'Pauji's army awl 

the widow had performed the customary rite of self-immolation 'over 

his funeral pyre. Young Kusun1<Trfi, ]lOWl'\'er, snat>cl!cd ft·orn 'it 

~heir daughter who was on the poinL of following her parents to 
death, and lJrought her to Patilram his stat.e, where betrothal uetweeu 
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the two young ·people was celebt·ated. Panji's army then moved on 

from Triise to MoJJlwl, where it met with oue of the most stuhborn 

rm;istunces over euuountered. HeiniorcerlHmts being asked for, 

Panji headed a lJig army which J;llUde dutermiue•l UBl:i!mlts on tho 

citadel of Mo1.Jlwl and afLer many battle::; Lhe Chief aud ltis hldr were 

ldlled. 'l.'hut> war:~ the powerful sLate of MOJJkol with it1:1 confederacy 

of seven other ::;tates brought under the rule of Ptmji, who took up 

his· rel:iidence there for a time while further expeditiont:l wet•e 

undertaken in search of his betrothed. 

Meantime 'MisiL PramaJJknnhJ ( But:~bii,), after a fruit1ul:ll:l search 

for Inao, returned to Biili. ]'rom here she sailed ovel.· the !:leas 

nruorig the islands among which was mentioned Malfirit, aud •· an 

extensiYe state over the confines of Java, named Marakot Suru ". 

'fhi~ staLe offered resistance and was vanquished, She then came 

to an island at , the centt·e uf which was monut PalaJJan, the 

seat of an oracle, from which she leamt that. her beloved was 

now .the mler of: MoJJkol. Armed wi.th this iuformution, she sailed 

back to Bali and advanced with he1· arr.;uy upon MoJJkol. Protcmuing 

to know nothing about its ruler, she sent in a message aflldng J:or 

the right of transit for her army "on its way to subjugate the King 

of Kalal;!". Panji, knowing who MisU, Prama!JlmnirJ t·eally W<il:l, 

replied giving due permission, adding at the same time "Yours is 

my life and soul''. Misa PramaJ'JknnhJ made a great oHteutatiou of 

marshalling her forces and progressed through the city uf MolJlwl 

in great state. Disguising himself as a plain soldier out to have a 

look at the review, Panji with his broth.erthe disguir;ed Kudi1 VirU.yfL 

was 1Jeside lrimf:lelf iu the excitement ar}d anticipation of f:leeing the 

Uommande1•-in- Chief of the alien :Eorces. A long and detaileu 

descl'iption of the val'ions units of this force takes up many llages. 

The ellll of Lhe procession was brought up by carriages of the 

. tribut~ry Jlt•ineesses. 'l'he. whole cortege duly passed out of tho 

town aud. on to K\l.la1a, whe1•e it arrived a few days after • 

.. 
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Identification in KalalJ 

Panji now summoned his commanders and appointed his 

son, Kusumara, as his deputy lo rule o'•et• M<">lJkol. He himself left 

:for Kii.la!J with his hl·other ancl a part of his retinue. In KftlaiJ he 
feigned imbecility and as a captive of Knd:i Viray 'i, his brother, was 

his constant companion at all social and court functions there. 

'fhm! wel'o all the young male scions of the "divine race of 

rulers " assembled in RalalJ without the knowledge of the King, 

their uncle. There was Inao of Kurepan under the disguise of Panji 

the half· wit, Cal'a!Jkana:tJ1oh of Kurepan under the forester's 

disguise of Kudii Virl1ycr,, Cintaravanni:i. SilJhasari disguised as the 

f01•ester 'Visi1ya~JEiiiri. and Busba of D:\ha turned into a man named 
Misa P1·ama IJknnilJ, the great oonquel·or. With the e:xception of 

Panji the other three consins were awa1•e of one another's identities 
ancl were intimate friends. The half-wit, as t.he companion of Kuda 
Virasa, tried hard to gain intimacy with Mis~ PrammJknnhJ. whom 
he knew now for cortain to be his beloved. 'l'he latter was 

unsuspecting at fir~:~t, but hega.n gradually to suspect and then 

one day the half- wit discarded the cover of the mole betwet:>n his 

eyebrows and was at once identified hy Mis'i PramlliJkunilJ· ]'rom 

personal pride sbo pretended not to notice it and feigning indisposition 

dismissed him from her pJ·ese11ce. She was now released from the 

spell imposed by the Great Ancestor and her form suddenly 

tnrned feminine. 'l'he four personal attendants were likewise similarly 
released from their imposed disguises. 'l'he five now took counsel 
and came to the conclusion thut they would leave the city in order 

to give no chance to ba~e l'umom·s, In the darkness of the night, 
therefore, they stole out to a mount where there was a nunnery and 

joined the sisterhood. Panji i11 the meantime called again at the 

residence of Misa PmmaJ)kunhJ only to fin<l that she had suddenly 

left without indication as to whither ~:~he was going. He left at once 
and managed to locate her whereabouts within that very night. 

He also mttuaged to persuade her to relinquish her vows at the nunnery. 
. ' ' . . ' 

'l'hus l'eunited the. couple lllada known the fact to their rela~ives, tlte 

Princes- of Kurepan and. SilJhasari, who Bent wol'd to their respective 
parents as well as to the King of DahB.. 
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Epilogue 

Although, judging b:y the nature of the !:!tory, we seem to 

have reached the climax, our narrative leavei:! off in the middle of 
a sentence in a manner which suggests that there must have been 

further material. How the tale continues we clo not know for tho 
other manuscript also leaves off quite suddenly even before we get 
to the last jnn0ture of this manuscript. Besides, if the parallel of 
the Lessc?· 'l'ale of lnrw can be of any criterion, that tale goes on 

quite considerably aftel' the identities of the p1·incipal characters 
have been established. It is therefore to be a8snmed that the 

Dalct?J as we have it. in both manuscripts is not complete. 

The romance of Dctlii?J is ver·y lnng ann admittedly dreary 

in its repetition of C<mq ne~ts anrl love afl'airi:l, told incidentally 

witl;wut the art of Bouca.ccio. Its l:lttCct'L-ii:!ive assumption by tho 

principals of disgnises a!'e often hat·d to romc:mhe:r. Nevel'Lbelostl, 
it gives us a fairly clear pictnrt• of life in m•·tliaeval ,Java as con­

ceived by Siamese anthol's of the XV I lith century. Evl:l'Y state 

was a patriarchal kingdom, though thil:l t•omance acec)pts only the 
scions of the " Divine Race of Rulers", in other words, the scions 

of the race begat by the '' Gt·oat Anc<'f:ltol' ", tho fhttilrt1ldila, as tho 

only ones worthy to be called kings. 'l'lte other rnlerl:l won.l chiefa, 
or 1·atu, m01·e familiarly tram:lcribed in Emovean buo].;t; in Dutch 

fashion as the ?'atoc, a title used for women ll<.rwaduyH in Java. 
His rule, whether king or r·atu,, was patriarchal for hu was tho 
father of his people, sharing with them their sorrow~:~ awl pleasm·e~. 
He glorified however in conquests lly foftLs of an:ns oven to tho 
extent of going about to provoke wars so that he could mako hi~ 

conquests. 'l'hrongh conquests he won tributes aucl t.he defeated 

chief had to hand over in confiscation all hi.s property including his 

own family. His sons were often adopted into the victor's family 
and his marriageable daughters invariably became the victor's wives. 
Tho custom wai:l one of glorification o:f. the victor rather than inrli­

cating an inordinate erotic impulse. It would be wrong, of course, 
to infer f1•orn this story that all the Pl•inces in the story were as 
imP)llSiv.e as Panji tb.e hero, for the1•e are other royal princes in ·the 
story who were qui.te ordinary in these respects. 



13.5 

As fOl' he liefs and customs therein portrayed, the author or 
authors of onr tale must have felL less at home in trying to picture 
a non-Bucldhistic background with which he or she could not havo 

been t,oo familiar. Superstitions therefore take the place of religion 

and ethics. Incumbents of monasteries, often called upon to perform 
domestic ceremonh~.s, were modeled upon the local Bhikkhlt of 

Buddhist Siam, and are in fact referred to as Bikit. The men of 

religion mostly bronght into the story are, howc>ver, ascetics of the 

type of rishi and yogl and inhabited the forests. 

Life wa.s on the whole easy. Trade and pleasure flourished. 
Public entertainments usually took the> form of the 8hadow-play, 

which seemed to have been popular among all ranks of the com­

munity; and ita manipulator was highly rated in popular estimation. . . 

It is noteworthy that though murders and robberies occurred 

frequently enough, no incident of intoxication is recorded in the 
whole of the long tale. The freqnency of wars and conquests do 

not seem to have been meant to be normal conditions of life but 

occur in order to glorify the martial pr·owess of the scion of the 
"Divine Race of Rulers''. Culture Sf\emed to have been well 
advanced, even archeological monuments were objects of visits and 
excursions to such an extent that in one instance it was the cause 

of the downfall of a scion of the "Divine Race of Rulers". 

The main object in giving this summary in English of the 

Dalt~tJ, or the Greater Tale of lnao, is to enable comparisons to be 

made with the Lesse?' Tale which is far better known among the 

Siamese public, in order to determine their origin and venul:'. To 
achieve our pux·pose a similar enmmary of the latter and perhaps 

one ox· two other auxiliary stories would have to be made. It is 
hoped that snch material will be placed nt the members' disposal 
in later pages of the J uumal, 




