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EXCAVATIONS AT THE CHAPEL ROYAL AT AYUDHYA'J<! 

by 

Curatot· ~{the State Mtt.<wm, Rcw11kok, 

The Chapel Royal at Ayudhya, ca1leu Wat Phra Sri Sarapech 

(Sri Sarvaj]ia) was bnilt by King Boromatrailoknnath ( 1448-1488) 

on the site of the royal residence of Rama I, founder of Ayndhya, 

now better known by the colloquial name of the King o[ Ut.hong. 

It was no doubt planned on the lines of a rcgnlar monastP-ry with1n1t 

actually having had monks in l'csidence. 

Iln.ma II of Ayndhya (14,91-1529), Lhe son of King Boromatrni­

lokanath who eventually snccerled him, added in H92 two momunen­

tal stu pas, the eastern one of which, so traclitimtsays, enntainetllhe 

mortal relics of his august fathet·. It was Lhis monarch !no who set 

np a standing gold- plated image of the Bartdha, Hi m. high, in the 

main Chapel where, it is nnclerstood, all the more i mportaut ceren1011 ies 

of the Court were held. 

On account of repeated attempts at. theft. anrl clanrlt•stine 

excavations since these monuments were in a somewhat isolated situa­

tion, the Archeological Department of the Government began to make 

excavations of the monument in 1932, with the hope of t.!·ansfen·ing 

whatever relics or tt'easnres which were found to safLW cnstody. 

Working their way h1 hy entering thrnngh one of the orna. 

mental apertures on the fonr sidos of the big stu,rm, the workers 

found inside a small ,qtn J)(t or tower (Bilrlwm). Beneath t hiR towet• waH 

a sqnare cavity, the internal walls of which WBl'G lined with metallic 

plates made oE an alloy of tin painted ovet• with figm·es nf <lisciples 

holding lotuses in theit· !'nlded hands in attit.ndes of adrH·atiott. 

Some of these paintings are preserved in tlw Slate Musenrn bnt most· 

of them are badly obliterat.erl, Within thA cnvity we1•e a munhel' of 

votive tablets, Buddha. imagc:s of all sizes made of varinns 

substances, bronze, tin. alloy, gold, silver, crystnl and pt·ecions stones. 

~·Read before the XXI st Internallonal Congress of Orientalists at Pnrl;; on the 
26 July 1948, 
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All these objects were heaped around a stone miniatnro of the main 

stu:pa, within which tlwse finds were discovet•ecl. 'l'he miniature 

stood on a layer of sand. It was. Rl m. in height with n diameter of 

.43 m. at the base. When opened, it was found that the HtOtH' !ll?lJlll 

(No. 1) eontaine1l another miniature made ol' tin-alloy '·'-·hielt howt>Vf'l' 

crnmhled away upon exposure. Within t.his again was n thirr1 stUJlll 

(No. 2) made of iron whieh shl?athed the fourth and fifth miniahll'Ofl 

(No. B and No.4) made of gilt bronze. Within the fifth was a 

dilver miniature (No. 5 ), containing a gold one ( Nn. (i ). which 

again contained yet another miniutme-the innermost one-made 

of crystal (Nn, 7 ). 'l'his last tlliniature contained what has been 

trat1itiona11y l'egarr1ed as the relics of the Hnddha in tlw shape or 
minute grains of a whitish snbstnnc:e. 'l'he sev0n miniatnr·cK t·eveal 

a high standard of artist.ic conception an<l worlmwnshiJ1, eswcially 

in the case of the gold and sit ver ones which were sh nped out nf 

very thin plates of metallic material. 

The problem therefore arises as to the wherefor o£ these 

relics and how they came to he fonnd in monuments which have been 

saicl to contain the mortal relics of King Boromatrailokanath. It is, 

of course, well known that the t1·aditinns of the Bndclha's rtJlie8 al'ORH 

in Ceylon which was believed to be the immediate Flotu·ee oJ' snell 

objects of veneration. We know ft•orn epigraphy that the Snkhoc1aya 

monarchs were able to secnt•e snch precious nlljei11S of veneration 

from Ceylon from time to time by a sr:ries of diplomatic and cnltnral 

relationships. We know also that King Boromat.railoknnath· 

following the pr·ecedence of King LiLhni of Snkhoc1aya, invited a 

high- priest. from Ceylon t,o come over and act as hi A precei)tOJ' in 

ordination at. Pisnnlok in l41ifi. IL is extt•emely probable thnt the 

high- priest brought wit;h him in conformation with ~stablislwd 

cnstom at the time, the most highly esteemed present in the eyes of' 

Bnddhists of: those days in the shape of the relics of the Bnddhn as 

them gemmdly accepted. When the King who had received t.hose 

l'elics died, the precious relics which wet'e his property were then 

hnriecl with their owner'R mot'tal remains af:te1• his crrnnation. 


