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Kenneth W. Morgan, T'he Path of the Buddha, The Ronald Press
Company, New York, 1956, 432 pages, including index.

The subtitle, Buddhism Inter preled by Buddhists, indicates
the real nature of this volume., The editor, Prof. Morgan of
Colgate University, with the backing of the Hazen Foundation,
made two trips to Buddhist lands to sgecure material from living
gources for this book. The sleven contribators were recommended
by their fellow Buddhists as men distinguished for their knowledge
of different aspects of the history and development of their religion.
In consequence the digcussions on Buddhigt history, doctrines, and
gehools of thought bear the stamp of authority.

The contribntors consist of seven Japanese profeggors, a
Tibetan official, and three monks—a Burman, a Ceylonese, and an
Indian, Digappointment arises because no Thaj writer was chosen
to represent the large monastic order in Thailand. Political con-
ditions prevented the editor from contacting qualified Buddhist
writers in China. The preponderance of Japanese authors is
explained partly by the subject matter, ¢.g., the rather full treat-
ment of the Shin, Zen, and Nichiren sects in Japan, and partly by
the competence of Japanese scholars in research. Prof. Tenkamoto,
President of the Institute of Flumanistic Studies at the University
of Kyoto and Director of Research in Religion, to cite an example,
gives 2 masterly presentation of “ Buddhism in China and Korea.”

In agsembling and editing the material in this book Prof.
Morgan follows the technique he used in preparing The Religion
of the Hindus, 1958 (Reviewed in this Journal, August, 1955)
Tn the opinion of this reviewer, T'he Path of the Buddha is the
more satisfactory of the two, possibly because the subject matter is
more homogeneous and it treatment hag had the benefit of previous
editorial experience.

The arrangement of the contents is logical. There is an
opening chapter on the origin and expansion of Buddhism, followed
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by one on Theravada principles and one on Buddhism in Theravada
countries. Chapters four to seven inclusive deal with Mahayana
Buddhism and its many ramifications. The eighth and final chap-
ter, “Unity and Diversity in Buddhism,” i a necessary attempt to
bring together the factors common to the diflerent schools of
Buddhist thonght. In the development of Mahayana Buddhism in
China, Tibet, and Japan, observances and doctrines were greatly
modified by the enltural heritage of the different adherents, by
erag of social and political change, and by the leadership of out-
standing religious thinkers, Prof. Tsukamoto mentions the develop-

L1

ment of three religious systems—based on versions of the
seriptures in Pali, Tibetan, and Chinese.” ‘“Although thege three
systems are now virtnally three separate veligions, different both in
form and content, it is still trne that they trace their origin back
to the same TFounder” (p.182). The final chapter i3 not com-
pletely successful in finding a single “Path of the Buddha.” ‘“‘Paihs
of Buddhist Thought”' would more accurately describe the subject

matter,

The opening chapter of the book, dealing with the origin
and expansion of Buddhism, is both compact and comprehensive.
But in the discussion of the life of the Founder there is almost no
hint of the divergent traditions, textual obscurities, and chronolo-
gical gaps encountered by E.J, Thomas in his careful study, The
Life of Buddha in Legend and Hislory. This brings up the gnes-
tion, “Is an adhevent ¢pso facto the best authority on his fajthe”
Is a mother the best authority on her child? Presumably it depends
upon the mother, and whether her emotional involvement precludes
gtrict objectivity. The Ceylonese contributor states, with perhaps
unconscious feeling, “Even so0, the vitality and enthusiésm of Bud-
dhism in Ceylon is such that the more opposition there is from
anti-Buddhist or political bodies, the more energetic the Buddhist
leaders become in protecting their national religion and culture
(p.118).

The Tibetan contributor, viewing political tengions more
dispassionately, gives a clear and constructive account of the com-
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plex religious beliefs and monastic relationships in his lsnd. He
observes with some candor:

“Tibetans are highly appreciative of the striet observance
of monastic discipline which prevails in Theravada countries....
Tibetans openly declare that if the monasteries of their own country
were equally scrupulous in this respect they would have a higher
standard of scholarship and spirituality” (p.275): Oceasionally an
incautious statement got by the editor, such as “Homage to Amita.
bha Buddha!—echoes from every temple, every village, and every
home in China to this day” (p.218). On the other hand, the
number of admirable and pithy statements, summarizing concepts

or sitnations, is very great.

The publication of this volume was well - timed, coinciding
with the Theravada Jubilee Year 2500 Buddhist Era. That it was
written by practicing Buddhists was appropriate on this occasion.
That the contributors are authorities in their fields commands the
respect and confidence of the reader.

R.6. “Wells

Reverend Father Léopold Cadiére, Croyances et Praligues Religieuses
des Vietnamiens. TEcole Francaise d'Extréme Orient, Saigon, 1955.
338 pages.

The veteran missionary, Father Cadiére, who for more than
half a century has been a faithful collaborator of the Beole Francaise
d'Extréme Orient, of which learned institution he is now an
Honorary Member, will, of course, be well known to all students of
Vietnamese history, culture and language. In these fields the
Reverend and learned Father's knowledge is ungurpassed.

The work under review containg chapterg that appeared

fifty veavrs ago, in the Bulletin of the Heole Francaise d'Extréme
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Orient. They are now published almogt unchanged, the exceptions

being the alteration of the words of Annam and Annamite to those
of Vietnamm and Vietnamese, respectively. Among the subjects

treated is the cult of trees. This kind of cult seems to be
widespread in Vietnam. It is also found in Siam where the
gsacred Bo tree is venerated, though not worshipped, and a belief
in dryads (ummﬁ) geems algo still to be held in some remote
parts of the country. Other superstitions treated in TFather
Cadiére's book is the cult of stones which, in certain cases, ig akin
to the fetigsh-beliefs in Negro Africa. The belief in evil influences
travelling along roads and rivers is very common among the
Vietnamege. To guard against such evil powers magic screens are
erected, it heing well known that the evil spirits ave rather stupid,
and that they will be stopped before guch screens because they do
not understand how to go around cornerg., There are quite a
number of protective obhstacles to be used against the attacks of
evil powers, such as earthen wallg, border stones or talisman-
obstacles. Among other superstitions are thoge connected with
small children who, in case of sickness, may be ‘‘sold” to somebody
else in order to trick the evil spirits who has caused the illness.
Such a practice is well known also among the Thai people. Pather
(Cadidre cites a number of amusing animal tales which no doubt
have their counterparts in similar gtories eurrent among the Thai of
the Kingdom of Laos, An interesting chapter describes the.customs
and traditions of the Vietnamese of the Ngiidn S6n valley, Some
of thege customs and traditions here seem like a faint echo of the
highly civilized and Hinduized Indonegian Kingdom of Champa that
once occupied most of the part of pregent Vietnam which is called
Anpam. A copsiderahle portion of the Vietnamese of Annam are
Vietnamesed Ch&m or even mountaineers of the hinterland.

Father Cadiére’s book ends with a deseripition of the former
walled capital of the Fmpire of Annam, Hu#, with its palaces,
imperial tombs, its fine river and . its splendid, hilly background
which hag been praised in song by many Vietnamese poets. Af
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pregsent Hud ig situated within the political borders of the
communisgtic Vietminh, and there are no emperors of Vietnam
anymore. TFather Cadiére’s fascinating book is recommended to all
students of folklore and popular heliefs.

Grik Seidenfaden

H.H. Prince Dhani Nivat, “Buddhism in Siam,” Encyclopaedia of
Buddhism, edited by G.P. Malalagekera. Published by the Lanka
Bauddha Mandala and the Department for Cultural Affairs, Govern-
ment of Ceylon (Volume of Specimen Articles, 1957, pp. 70a - 83a).

Tf all the articles in the projected Lneyclopaedia of Buddhism
achieve the high caliber of scholarship of the article on “Buddhism
in Siam,” by H.H. Prince Dhani Nivat, Kromamun Bidyalabh
Bridyakorn, the publication 18 one which we shall look forward to
with keen anticipation,

The article is anthoritative, informative and well.written.
It deserves a separate printing hecause it is the most concise pre-
gentation of a complicated and little-known subject that ig still
awaiting full appreciation and study in the West., There i3 a great
deal that is controversial in this history, especially in the early
accounts of Buddhism when it was associated with the area of
Suvarnabhumi. Much of the history, too, is embroiled in national
claims and rivalry. Although the article is not the place for a full
discussion of these matters, its author presents enough to stimulate
further investigation. The delicacy with which such points are
treated, in consonance with scholarly principles, ig particularly
noteworthy. Probably no one else could have written go lueidly on
thig important chapter of Buddhism.

The author’s deep appreciation of Sukhothai iconography
gtems from a fine sensibility of the deeper values of civilization. The
restraint with which he has treated the elements of animism and
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guperstition, of which Buddhism wags never wholly free in Thailand,
reveals an understanding mind which is loath to condemn and ready

to forgive.

What strikes us as most significant in this history of Bud-
dhism ig the deep interest which royalty has always taken in the
Dhamma and the Sangha. Some of the contributions it has made
in the persons of Rimakamhén, Lithai, Sondharm, Rgma I and II,
King Mongkut and King Ohfilalongkorn, have risen to remarkable

heights of scholarship.

Tt is indeed true that, whenever learning and scholarship
were honored, Buddhism flourished, It never reached such pro-
portions in Thailand as to eventuate in a Nélandd or in a similar
institution; it always kept on levels of highly devout yet learned
individuals. But the final chapters of Siamese Buddhizsm have by
no means been written. The increased interest in education im
evident in the expansion of both Buddhist Academies—the Rijavidya-
layas of Mahfchiilalongkorn and Mah@makut—and their intense
desire to make available to themselves the results of western scholar-
ship by stimulating the learning of English and other modern
langnages in which scholars have deposited their contributions.
Because of this interest and desire, Buddhism in Thailand will surely
be able to clarify its poition in the modern world and to play a
gignificant rdle in changing social and intellectual endeavors. The
elements of superstition and animism which still pevade it may then,
in t‘he opinion of the princely author of this history, be reduced to
the vanishing point.

It is interesting to note that, in the paraphrage of an ancient
Pali text quoted in the article, the linkage between a virile Buddhism
and Buddhist learning also comes clearly to the fore: *“When learning
will have disappeared, the practice of Buddhism would likewige
disappear....” This has an ominous sound, but it is a warning which
all Buddhists might well heed,
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There is a noticeable tendency througout Siamese Buddhism
toward the clarification of doctrine which operates with as few
concepts as possible, such as Buddha, Dhamma, Sangha ( The Triple
(Gem ), but insists on greater moral endeavor, If it persists in this
endeavor, Buddhism will became a mighty balwark against all
practices that rise out of the theory that the end justifies the means,
guch 18 those which condone -wviolence in order to bring about a
hypothetical good.

We are, indeed, living at a dangerous junclure in history
when a full rededication {o time-tested values is needed. 'These
values must be kept out of the controversial political field go that
they may constitnte a fund of strength from which the political life
will be able to draw in times of stress. The history of Buddhism
in Siam indicates that religion hag in general been kept from involve-
ment in the country’s politics.

The author of this history of Buddhism in Siam is well
aware of the effect which modern economics must eventually exert
on the Order of Monks, but he evidently feels that this work is not
the place for him to discuss the matter in detail. The impact of
wegtern ideas will surely be felt more as time goes no, The real
tegt of the strength of Buddhiem always comes during times of
erigis. The vecord of Buddhism in Thailand proves what the Thai
in all modesty claim: that they have a Buddhism which, though
perhaps less inelined philosophically and speculatively than it is in
cerbain other countries, is actually and potentially a great moral
force pivoting clogely around the eightfold path pointed out by the
Buddha. It stands ready to meet the tests thai a period of crisis

may impose,

The reviewer hopes that he may see more pictures illustrating
this history when it appears in its final form, together with a map
that hag been redrawn 80 a8 to portray with greater clarity the truth
that Thailand is one of the most important of the Buddhist countries.

Kurt F, Leidecker
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MALAYA: COMMUNIST OR FREE?, by Victor Purcell. Stanford
University Press, 1954, 288 pages.

This conscientious and earnest attempt to analyze the
Malayan situation \expresses in annotated scholarship the whole
complex treated fictionally by Han Suyin in And the Rain my Drink.
Readers of both books will recognize the common characters and
situntions: the resettlement camps, the retread British officinls, the
Chinese businesamen, the desperate policies of the Emergency. But
whereas Han Suyin reports selected areas of this from her own
peculiar and priggish perspective, Dr, Parcell has made a gallant
offort to reconsiruct the whole in all its dimensions—historical, social,
economic, and political. e is agsisted in this by hig long experience
in the Malayan Civil Service, his proficiency in the languages of the
country, and his scholarly training, and these give to hig book, despite
its clumsiness, an extraordinary effect of & human situation recreated
in motion and duration. It i8 the effect that both art and scholarship
aim at but rarvely achieve. Dr. Purcell has achieved it not through
skill in writing—his book is ill-organized and difficult to read —norv in
the simplifieations that more cunning wmen wonld have employed,
but through patient gragp and an obviously long emotional involve-
ment; he cares about Malaya very mnch indeed, and this, instead of
impairing his scholarship, rises above its awkward pedantry and pnlls
the mechanics into life,

As a liberal Englishman, Dr. Purcell is nicely balanced
between pride in Britain’s achievements in Malaya and an emphatic
distuste for some of her practices, The achievements he robustly
acknowledges~he is not embarrassed by colonialism; he points out
that Asian imperialism a8 exemplified by the Japanege made the

British brand smell sweet to Malayans. Perhaps his most oviginal

theory ig that Malaya has never been a nation until recently, and
that Britain, through the introduction of rubber and imported labor,
through certain great personalities as Sir Stamford Raffles, and
through the disinterested devotion of the majority of her civil servants,

have moulded Malaya into what the country now is. He admits
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Britain's economic exploitation, her failure to train enough Malayan
civil servants, the muddle of shifting policy and half-solutions. The
problem of racial minorities multiplied the others. Commmunist
terror and propaganda, seizing on these and other specific grievances,
wag directed against Britain. The British reply was the administra.
tion of General Gerald Templer, in the author’s view a calamity of
the first magnitude. For reform, Malaya was given military dictator.
ship: for popular control over public money and policies, anthovitarian
edicts; for bread, in short, a stone. 'The portrait of Templer that
emerges from chapter after chapter is classic: tough, merciless,
fanatie, furiously busy at tasks so empty of real meaning as to be
idiotic, he is the Byzantine pro-consul presiding over the death of a
province. In this evil season the real leaders vanish and crooks
and opportunists flourish as they did in Nazi and Tasciat societies.

The root problem in Malaya and it solution, Dr. Purcell
maintaing, are economic, not military. The Emergency regulations
must be removed and elections on the Federal Council level held;
then the leaders from the Left will emerge and sort themselves into
the normal political spectrum of Right, Left, and Center. With these,
measures for economic equilibrium—e.g., social services, redistributory
taxes~will refute Communist charges of British exploitation. Ounly
the Communigts desire the departure of the British, who have a
diminishing but esgential role in this country: the constitution must
be remodelled ¢n that of Britain's (as the Philippines’ was based
on America’s) and Britain must provide a caretaker government
under which genuine self-government will foster a true nationalism
regigtant on Communism. 1t is to Britain’s advantage for Malaya
to be independent, self-governing, part of the open world market,
The West must demonstrate in Asia that democracy is real and not
imperialism and economic bondage.

All this sounds liberal and enlightened in summary, and if
it leaves unsolved such festering problems as the racial minorities,
Dr. Purcell might reply that these will solve themselves given the
conditions he advocates, although experience has not necessarily
demonstrated this., Now that Malayan independence is a fact, it will
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be interesting to see whether these measures have been token and
how. The remarkable feature of Dr. Purcell’s book is that he does
not really prove his points; all his cambersome geholarship leads, not
to well.ordered and inevitable conclugions, but to the Impression that
he has arrived at these despite, and not because of, all the document.
ation, quotations, and footnotes he laboriously presents. Curionsly,
thigs angments and validates what he hag to say; he has read and
felt und talked intensely about Malaya over a long period, and his
experience, learning, and British liberalism have in the synthegis
produced his answer, more like an artist’s than a scholar’s, more a
long, wise insight than a scientific hypothesis, despite all ity weighty
trappings. His indictment, decorous but gustained and emphatic, of
the Templer regime is the emotional protest of an outraged man
rather than the cool refntation of the scholar he purports to be.
This kind of knowledge can be quite as valid as any other, and,
because it is informed with the breath of life and thought, it has far
more weight and force than the meretricions artifice of a Han Suyin.
If Dr. Parcell cannot rveally write, cannot really manipulate the
tools of scholarship (even his index is poor), these disadvantages
have their compensations, like Dreiser’s, in a2 heedless, stubborn,
overwhelming will to speak and to he heard.

Mary Sanford
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183. na f’ramualmarg, P.: T en Poets, amﬁi, edition of B.E,
2498, with a greeting by Kromamun Bidyalabh (1955), 596 pages.

The editor, M.C. éandé'n'z'z.yu Rajani, writing under the pen
name of 13 na ]51‘;111:11ulmzu‘g, is aiming here at an anthology.
Following up the simile of the term, he points ont that there is a
wealth of flowers ( Gk, anilhos) but that the vase ig limited in space.
In arranging flowers the choice of them determines the form or
shape of the ensemble in the vase. TLimiting his choice in this cage
to poetry, the editor presents to the public his vage containing a
collection of 10 sections, of which five are devoted to those he calls
the major poets, four sections to other poets and the remaining
gection to his late father, N.M.8,, 4.¢.,, His Highness Prince Rajani,
Kromamun Bidyalonkon, In the Prince’s opinion, which the
editor of this work accepts as hig critervion, a poet to he qualified
a8 such must be no longer alive; must have a real name—anonymous
versifiers not being acceptable as poets for lack of identity—and
must be qualified on the ground of the quantity and of the
guality of hig works. With thesge stipulations his five great poets
are Caofé Dharmadhibes (1715-55), Cv!aophy{u Phraklan, Hon (17..—
18058 ), King Rama IT (1767-1824 ), Phra Sunthornvohir Bha (1786—
1855), and the Supreme Patriarch, Iis late Royal Highness Kroma-
phys Paraminujit ( 1790—1853). The minor poets are well-chosen;
many of their gems of poetry find place in the work.

The poetical pieces chosen are presented in their historical
gsequence. In each chapter is given an historical sketch of the litera-
ture of the period under survey. The first two chapters thus
deal with the Ayudhya period; six chapters treat of the Bangkok
period up to the middle of the XIXth century; the ninth with the
period of the fifth and sixth reigns of Bangkok (1868-1910), and
the last one, the tenth, with the voluminous poetry of the late
Kromamun Bidyaloykon.

His critical remarks, forming the appendix, are not by any
means the least interesting, especially for philologists. They
include such topics as quantity in prosody, the formalisation of the



92 RECENT SIAMESE PUBLICATIONS

rules of which he thinks have been too rigid and exaggerated; the
method he has adopted in choosing and editing manuscripts and
lesser known publications, valuable specimens of which are givemn;
a discussion of modern spolling, ete. A welcome feature at the
end is an index of the poetical passages quoted, which are duly
clagsified by authorship. Among the comparatively unknown
pieces of poetry reproduced here are Love poems exchanged in
secret hetween (aofdi Kuy and Oaofi Saywil of Ayudhya,
Panegyrics of King Rama I by Phra Jamnivohir, and the Sombat
Amarind by (‘]aophyﬁ, Phraklay, Hon.

The editor stresses the fact that, in choosing poetry for
inclusion in the anthology, he has been guided by the factor of
popularity as well as that of beautiful dietion. He has, besides,
added ‘pertinent remarks’ by way of embellishing his vage with
ferns. If these remarks seem unworthy of inclusion he would
plead that the collection, rather than being a compendium of
literary criticism, or a history of literature or even a mere book of
poetry, is but a vase of floral poesy arranged only for mental
diversion. He ends by thus summing up the intended nature of
the book:

“Literature is national property. It hag great spiritual value
which does not fluctuate so readily as the physical. Nowadays people
of all classes must needs feel anxiety for the future, for they wounld
like to be uble to hold on to gomething tangible

* Hence the publication of this anthology ... which may gerve
as that something to hold on when all other props seem to fail us.”

184. Maha-Ammat, Phyd: The Origin of the Survey Depart-
ment, S, f’nyug{)ogs Co. Press, Bangkok, B.E. 2499 (1956 ), 35 pages.

The work was published ag a2 memento of the cremation of
the remaing of its author. It i8 prefaced by biographical items which
were written by the Caokhun himself (pp. 1-13).

The Survey Department arose out of modest beginnings,
which were initiated in the early part of the fifth reign by Henry
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Alabaster, ab that time a diplomat of the British Government who
was in no way an expert in the science of surveying. There was at
that time a popunlar prejudice that gswevaeying was o preliminary step
to western imperialist aggression.  In his enthusiasm for reform the
King faced this possibility, as was his wont, by engaging J. McCurthy
for a triangulation suvrvey of ag much a8 pogsible of the whoele conntry.
The staff had to be trained anew; hut there was but little inducement
to enter the profession, The author was recruited ag an interpreter
attached to the Survey School while quite young., While serving as
interpreter he was algo a student there, The work of a genersl gurvey
of the whole conntry took him far and wide till he beeane fumiliar
with every part of the Kingdom. For the topographical knowledge
thus gained he was offered the post of Private Seeretavy to llis late
Royal Highness Prince Damrong who had just been entrusted with
the portfolio of the Interior and who was plunning o reorganisation
of the internal administration of the whole country. Ile was nol
willingly gpared by his chief, MoCarthy, and hig colleagues, evidenee
of which Fact may be seen in the various testimonies reproduced in
the ook, The distinctive feature of thig book is the aceount of Phyd
Maha-Ammat’s travels ag a surveyor voughing it under all sortd of
conditions.

The work in fact i8 ag much an antobiography of the late

Caokhun ag an account of the origin and development of the Survey

Department.

185, Sathienkoses: Kunn I'm, mu%n, Udom Press, Bangkok,
B, 2499 (1956), 146 pages.

Though merely a translation from the English Vision of
Quannon Sama by BL. Broughton (1929), this work is for the
Sinmesge reading public ag yet unacguainted with Mahfydnism a
readable account of the ** Wisdom-being' so popular in China and
Japan, and is thus revered by hundreds of millions of the world’s
population. It is, as usual with Sathienkoses’ translations, a very
free rendering supplemented by the attractive style of the author,
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186-7. On the occasion of the cremation of the remains of
Her late Majesty Queen Sawiy Vadhang in April 1936, a number of
hooks were published under the sponsorship of the Kiug, the chief
mourner, and under that of various ingtitutions which had profited
by Her late Majesty’s philanthrophy. The material of these books
wag varied in character, a large number of them which were
sponsored by monastic bodies being didactie or exegetic treatments
of Buddhism. A few come within the sphere of literary or historical

interest such ag the two works reviewed below:

Rama I, King: The Dalay (a dramatic romance), aMmad W':zﬁwﬁwu%
1NW53U1WﬁNIa%Wi$W‘WﬁHBﬂﬁ1B’l, Ruyriandharm Press, Bangkok, B.E.
2499 (1956), 1,006 pages, with introduction of 20 pages by Prince
Dhaninivat.

The romance of Daley) formed the subject of an article in
JSS XLIIT, 2, Jan. 1956, and may be easily referred to by readers of
our Journal. It only remains to he added, in connection with a
review of the Siamese version of the story, that the publication -
gerves the purpose of preserving the long and historically important,
if tedious, work from oblivion. The introduection deals with
general agpects of the romance, itg extant copies, a summarised history
of Java so far as it bears on this episode, the obvious confusion of
traditiong pointing to the length of time whichk elapsed in the
process of the story being handed down, the various versiong of the
Panji romance found in Siam, and a summary of the plot as it
appears in this version of Délay. The get-up of this publication
j8 laudable.

Chulalongkorn, King: Abouwt Wal Smorai which has been named
P . - & o o o o

wat Rajadhivas, 1s’omﬂauaﬂﬂauuuminmﬂn:ﬁna, King Mongkut

Academy Press, Bangkok, B.E. 2499 (1956), 61 pagos.

The monastery forming the subject of this monograph is
an old one. It antedates Bangkok, but its origins are unknown.
Asg the royal author pointed out, the Wat Smdrai was a twin
institution with Wat Smékréy), and it must have existed for a
long period before Bangkok became the nation’s capital. They
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were obviously older than the time when names in old Indian
classical languages became the fashion. Mediaeval conjecture made

bl

the name out as the “monastery of the row of smd trees;” and in
fact some incumbent of the monastery actually had a row of them
planted to justify the name thongh they do not seem to have
sarvived. It is more likely, however, that the word smd herve refers
to a Siamese pronunciation of the Cambodian {wno, a stone, This
would suggest that the monastery might have existed since the time
when Cambodian influence from Lavo extended as far as here. To
come, however, to more modern times, the monastery was repaired
by the Prince of the Palace to the Front of the first veign.

Other problems of the history of the monastery are then
taken up, such as the succession of ahbots who presided over it, its
recluge traditions, its consequent choice as the residence for the
temporary monastic terms of high princes (the heirs to King Rama
T and Rama II), their courses of monastic training, King Moy kut's
choice of it as his permanent abode at first while he was a Prince,
and its having been the nucleus of the new school of monastie
practice instigated by Prince Monkut. A description of itg
monuments and the royal author’s own programme of repair in 1909
are given at length., The movograph was in fact written when the
King had in mind a general repair of the monastery. Unfortunately
the King did not live long enough to see its accomplishment which
took complete shape in the reign of his successor, King Rama VI,

188. Rodhinanda, S.: Mahayanae Philosophy, dsasgmvium,
King Monkut Academy Press, Bangkok, B.E. 2499 (1956), 312
pages, sexa., ill.

This is an original esgay made up of a series of researches
from Chinese and Japanese sources. Beginning with definitions of
technical terms, namely Mahfiyana or the Great Vehicle, T'riyana or
the Triple Vehicle, PAramitd, the Ten Stages of the Wisdom-being,
ete., it goes on to make comparisons between Mahfyfnism and
Savakayanism, the latter being more popularly known by the
somewhat derogatory name, given to it by the former, of Hinaygnism,
or the Inferior Vehicle, which is algo known among its adherents
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ag Theravida or the Dictum of the Elders. It then givesasketeh of the
geope of the Mahdyanist Tripitaka, whieh however lacks the Vinaya,
which is known to be one of the Three’ baskets’ or pitaka. Then
follow histories of the Mahf@ydna School of Thought in India,
China, Tibet, Vietnam, Korea, and Japan. Short descriptions are
given of the varions sects of Mahdyanism from the historical as
well as the philosophical standpoints. The essay ends with an
original and interesting evaluation of Mabiydnism (pp, 288-309).
Hore the author gives expression to his personal admiration of
the wide scope of Buddhism of hoth Schools which can give
gatisfaction to almost every seeker of mental and spiritnal solace.
Those given to habits of praying with a hope of something like
heaven in the herveafter would be drawn towards$ the sect of
Sukhivati; those with a preference for esoterism, finding solace in
the teachings of the sect of Mantrayfina, a combination of Mahii-
vilnism with Hindu Tantrisin; those of an enguiring nature who
speculate about the Soul would be interested in the sect of the
Bhiitatthatavada; those of a logical bent would look to the
Ahhidharma of the Mahilyina as well as to the Theravida School;
thoge of a spirtitual bent to the Yogachras: those of a more material
bent to the teachings of the Srivastividin; thoge preferring freedom
of thought to the Madhyamika: whilst those seeking what is deemed
to have been the pure and original teaching of the Master wonld
naturally adhere to the Theravida School, or Hinayanism. He sums
up in the end with a defence of Theraviida, which he professes.

This long essay covers a large field by going cursorily over
each aspect. The student should find it » useful note-book to aid
the memory; but the reader picking it up with a view to learning
something of an unfamiliar topic would find it bewilderingly detailed.

189. Yupo, Dh.: King Narai the Great and Contemporary

[ ar J @ o

Savants and Poets, zmxmwwmﬂﬂm“'mmwuaxuﬂﬂsw'cy"'ﬂ*ﬁﬂ?lwvﬁwu,
Bangkok, B.E. 2499 (1956 ), 98 pages, sexa.

This little volume contains almost all that is known of the
circle of gavants and poets at the court of King Nardi of Ayudhya,
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who wag not only their patron but also a poet himself, for it was he
who wrote a congiderable part of the Samudaghos, considered to be
one of the mogt beautiful of romantic poems in Siamese literature.
The King was well-known too for his knowledge of elephant lore and
wrote one of the versified elephant eulogies which were sung on
occagions of the ceremonial taming of the pachyderms.

Other figures included in this survey are the Most Reverend
Somded Pra Buddhaghosdcarya of Wat Doelm who was the scholar and
preceptor of His Majesty; the Right Rev. Pra Bimoladharm of Wat
Raghay, algo a preceptor of the King; é,ra Mahgrijagril, the King's
wit and jurigconsult who was also a poet; the Rev. Pra Aéémya l”rom,
known for his sagacity; i’ra Hord the poet-astrologer: and three
other poets of fame among whom was Sriprij the poet and wit,

There were of course other notahle figures of the period,
whose names have come down to posterity, such as Pra Igedrﬁ;jé,, the
King's Masgter of the Elephant, who later became a Chief Minister
and succeded him on the Throne, and his rival Phaulkon the Greek.
Not being poets or literary figures they have not been included in
this little survey which nevertheless takes cognisance of the King's
statesmanship and political wisdom,.

The booklet was published for the Prime Minister's pre-
sentation of the royal kAathin in Ayudhysd in 1956,

190. na Pramualmarg, P.: The History of Suniorn Bhit's
. A o v
“klon works, ﬂﬁznmﬂmaauquwm:, Akgorcaroenfasna Press, Bangkok,
B.E. 2499 (1956), 584 pages.

Sunforn Bhil hus retained and even maintained his popularity
all throngh ‘the century since his death., There have heen of late
geveral publications dealing with his life and works. The present
volume ig but one of them, though no doubt a distingnished one. It
is an anthology, a parallel in fact to Pen Poets (Recent Siamese
Publications, no. 183), and to another projected volume already
mentioned in this one to be called Versified Stories of Suntorn Bhii,
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all three from the pen of P. na Pramualmarg. In thig history of the
poet's klon works, a pioneer in its line, it has been possible to modify
facts of the poet's hiography written so authoritatively by His late
Royal Highness Prince Damvong in the National Library edition of
the romance of Pra Abhaimani. The circumstances leading to such
modifications are told and may be summed up as resalting from the
publication of a hitherto unknown work of the poet called Ram pan-
pilad. According, then, to our authoy, the biography of the great poet
may be more simply divided now into (a) early life and service
under the Prince of the Palace to the Rear (first reign) up to the
age of 24; (b) life under hig favourite patron, Rama II, all through
the reign of that King when he was created Khun Sunforn Vohir;
(¢) his assumption of a monastic life for 18 years; and (d) his 14
years’ period of old age when he doffed monastic robes and took
service under His Majesty Pra Pinklao of the Palace to the Frout
in the fourth reign and was created Pra Sunforn Vohar, chief seribe
of that King.

The history of the poet’s literary works in klém has been
gathered from the works themselves, It is in fact more of o
biography than it sets out to be, for judging from the nature of
things it cannot be otherwise. Starting with references to his
early life, gleaned from two of his niraé picces. the niras of Miiay)
Kléy (ﬁs1m§munm) and that of the Footprint (ﬁmﬂwa'w'm), wo go
into his naming as evidenced from other niras pieces and then into
the successive periods of his long and varied life through the many
viciggitudes of his fortunes. After wading through some 1D or so of
the niras pieces as well as some plenyao (long valentines) and a
few other types of the kIdn, we come to the last of his works,
diffevent from all others in nature, an histarical sebha for recitution,
which bears a cloge resemblance to the mediaeval German minstrel
8ONES.

The conclading portion is made up of aligt of biographical
dates cnlled again from his postical works and a detailed table of
contents ndded, in the faghion of French literature, to the end of the
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book., It is to be regretted that no index, either of subjects or of
terms or names, has been included, for such would add greatly to
the value of the book from a scholastic point of view.

191, Isrdnubhab, Pra: e Story of Ufen 0 varse, DI
o w o y . . - ~ )
AU, Survey Dept Press, Bangkok, B.E. 2500 (1957), 240 pages,

dexa.

The cremation of the remaiug of the late Lady Prucon
Paééanik, wife of the Speaker of the Assembly at Wat Debasirin,
was the occasion for the publication of an old work of Siamese
literature of the Bangkok period, dating back to the reign of King
Monkut. The work was first publighed 31 yvears ago and is of
courge ont of print.

It is stated in the preface, written for the present’ edition
by the Chief Librarian of the National Library, that the author was
a ],?L'a Isranubhéb whose personal name wag On.  The theme came
out of the Pali Commentary of the Dhammapada. The versified
story is o long-drawmn-out work, but is still nnfinished. The style
is enmbersome, especially when viewed from the standpoint of the
modern reader even of the chanda, for these are days of dynamic
writing and of the cinema, The interest of the poem, however, lies
in the fact that the old Indian story of the loves of King Ufen
(Udayana of Vatsa), who connted among his consorts the famous
Vaguladattd, better known as Visavadatid, of Ujjen (Ujjayini),
had found itg way into our literature through the Pali.

The story as here velated commences with Uten's father,
the King of Kosambi, capital of the Vatsa country, whose queen
wa8 gnatched away into the forest by an eagle. The bird placed
her on a branch of a high tree; but before he could make a prey
of her hody the queen in her alarm made such a loud cry that the
bird wag geared and left her on that tree where she, being in an
advanced stage of pregnancy, gave birth to a son who was named
Ufen. . Mother and child were picked up and taken pity on by a
royal hermit dwelling in the forest. The latter gave them food
and ghelter until the boy grew up and wished to go back into the
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town to seek his father, whoever he was., The hermit gave him a
fiddle, in Siamese a pin (from the Sangkrit vine), which had the
miraculous power of summoning herdd of elephants and taming
them. Armed with this and a secret incantation for victory he
found his way home and wag identified ag the heir to the throne
recently left vacant by the death of the King his father, His
prestige as a ruler aroused the envy of a neighbour, King Pajjota
of Ujjeni, whoe laid a trap and canght him while he was in pursuit
of 2 magical elephant in the tforest. Brought before the royal pre-
sence of his captor, Uten paid him no due salutation, On being
asked for the secret incantation for charming elephants, he said he
would only teach it to him who would pay him respects due to a
preceptor. Pajjota, after threatening him with execution to no
avail, suggested the alternative of teaching it to a hunchback
woman who would be hidden behind a curtain, to which Uten
agreed, provided that she salute him. Pajjota then told his
danghter, Vaguladat{d, to learn this incantation from a dwarf, who
would be hidden behind a curtain. Lesgons went on for some time
without much progress, the Princess finding it difficult to master
the incantation. TExasperated by the ignorance of his pupil, Uten
gave vent to a rebuke which included a reference to her hunchback
condition, Inflamed by this undeserved slight, she retorted by
calling him a dwarf which she really believed he was. Uten then
looked in only to find the heauteous damsel, They fell in love at
once. Though lesgons continued for a long time they now bhecame
in league, planning for an elopement. They eventually did so and
returned to Kogsambi hotly pursued to the boundary by. Pajjota’s
forces.

After this climax the story brings in the conversion of the
King to Buddhism and other incidents which, perhaps owing to their
diminished interest in the framework of the story, were left off
unfinished.

In comparing the narrative with the Commentary of the
Dhamma pade, it willbe found that the poet followed the Commentary
fairly faithfully. The story of Udayana and Vasavadattd is well-
known in Sanskrit literature too, the begt known being Subandhu’s
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kavya, or romance, under the name of the heroine. Another well-
known literary piece in Suuskrit which brings in these principals,
though in a different episode, is the drama Rafnavalt attributed to
King Harsha.

A further point of interest lies in the fact that for somse
unknown reagon someone took such a fancy to the story, perhaps
as long ago as the days of Ayadbyd, that the Law of Pra Dhamma-
nllf, promulgated in 1633, laid down that the seal of the Divector
of Provineial Revenues wag to bear the design of “Pra Ufentrathi-
rijakumar with his three-stringed pin.” TUnless this particular
paragraph of the Law was an interpolation the fact would point to
the gtory being known in those days., It would not he out of the
possibility of things however for such an old date, for Dhammapada
hag heen popular in this country for a long time.

192. Pra Mahd Priji Paritiiano:  Old Customs of the Thai
of the North-Bost, ﬂizxwﬁ'[mm"lmgﬁm, p. bityagar Press, Bangkok,
B.E. 2495 (1952), 480 pages, sexa.

The aunthor tells us, in his preface, that the book has been
compiled from palm-leaf manuseripts, from hearsay and from
memoirs. Tt has taken him many years to accomplish his task,
He has dealt here with only the more generally accepted customs,
gince the North-East is a large area.

In dealing with the subject he has classified these customs
into 15 headings. They are: I. Life Customs, namely birth, ordi-
nation, marriage and death; II. Hit Sibséy, ceremonies of the
Twelve Months, 4.¢., seasonal ceremonies observed during the course
of the year; IlI. Kroy Sibsi, or 14 rules of the monarch’s eonduct
of affairg; IV. Sprinkling of water ag 2 mark of respect on objects
of one's reverence such as images of the Buddha and one’s relatives
of an older age; V. Building a House; VI. Entertainments; VII, The
(Qustom of offering goodwill (kAwa# ); VIII. The Custom of tying
the wrist by way of well-wishing; IX. Ceremonies to lengthen life;
X. Rites to avert evil (sadoh-fc'r'oh) XI. Praying for rain water, the
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North-Kast heing an area where droughts often occur; X1I. Mantras;
XIII. Kol, or mystic practices; XIV. Modes of performing charities;

and XV. Fortune-telling.

The list would seem to be intensive and to take in all
aspects of a person’s life. It goes without saying the ceremonies
and customs described here are interesting as relics of a society
which ig fast losing its primitive habits through contact with the
capital and the world. They are studied more for the purposes of
anthropology than for their former application in the prevention of

evil or the mounting of obstacles.

193, The Royal Ceremony of Immersion, performed for His

) o=

late Royal Highness Prince Mabd Vajirunhis in B.E. 2429, Wigi1uNT
aasy, Tirnasar Press, Bangkok, B.E. 2499 (1956), 50 pages, ill.

194. Royal Ceremondes of the T'welve Monthg (of the year),
S ! .
in klog verse, IRaaWsem1¥WENIMAINT, written by His late Royal
Highness Kromphys Bamuvib Porapaks, Tirnasar Press, Bangkolk,
B.E. 2499 (1956), 166 pages, ill.

These publications were presented to guests who attended
the cremation of the remains of Her late Excellency Lady Noyyao
Dharmédhikaranddhiboedi. They form fitting memorials to the
deceased since they both deal with the topic of royal ceremonies
which have been long connected in successive generations with the
Malakul family into which the deceased lady married. The author
of the second work under review had been in charge of many
important duties of state during the minority and youth of King
Chulalongkorn, among which duties were those of the Court and its
ceremonies, The hushand of the deceased, Chaophyd Dharméadhi-
karanadhibodi, a grandson of the Prince, hecame the Minister of the
Royal Household in the reign of King Rama VI when the Siamese
Court reached the zenith of its spectacular splendour The first
publication was an idea of another Malakul, M.R. Devadhiraj, brother
of the Minister just mentioned. .
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The first work deals with an old and rarely seen ceremony,
It containg (1) an official programme drawn up for the ceremony to
be performed on that oceasion by Prince Bharuraysi, hrother of King
Chulalongkorn (pp. 1-15), and (2) an additional programme { pp.
15-20), both giving the main outlines of the ceremony of geven days
in which there were services of benediction and the immersion of
the young prince into the river in front of the Roval Landing in
an enclosure gpecially constructed for the oceasion; dne ancintment
followed on the immersion, followed in turn by further blesgings
and congratulatory addresses by the Qourt and the diplematic corps;
then (3) an account of the whole procedings, which though unstated
one can presume has been taken from the Royal Gazette (pp. 21-40 )‘;
and (4) the text of the proclamation elevating the rank of the young
prince to that of an heir to the Throne (pp. 41-50).

Modern readers are chiefly interested in two pointg, namely,
the history of the custom and the form which the ceremony took.
Of the latter the summing up above may be sufficient. Those seeking
details wounld prefer to go directly to the book itself. Of the former
point, however, it may be ugeful to point out that the proclamation
(section 4 of the book) gives us some material. This proclamution
says that the exalted rank of the heir to the Throne dates from
ancient duys. When King Ramadhipati, popularly known as Hig
Majesty of UJi‘oU, founded his dynasty and established his capital
at Ayudhyd, he promulgated the Palatine Law in C.S. 722, in which
the son born of the queen was to be a Somde¢ No lsm’;ﬁhaéao, or heir
to the Throne, who was to tauke precedence of all other members of
the Royal Family. This rank was later given up for that of the
Mah& Upardj, who became more popularly known as the Prince of
the Palace to the Front (Wanna ) and often referred to as the Second
- King in some cages, thus causing some confusion to foreigners
seeking a correct wunderstanding of the nature of the position. The
office of the heir to the Throne, however, besides heing an original
ingtitution among our nationals in earlier times, would become more
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intelligible for foreigners. The office therefore of the Mahd Uparaj
wag now abolished; and in its place that of the heir to the Throne
for the eldest son of the Queen was gubstituted,

The proclamation goes on to say that in former days when
the eldest son of the queen reached the age of nine he underwent in
some cages the ceremony of immersion which confirmed him as the
heir to the Throne, citing the instance of King Rama II's performance
of the ceremony in favour of Prince Mopkut, who later reigned and
ig now known a8 Pra éomklao. Tn the latter's reign, however, he
performed the ceremony of creating his eldest son by the queen as
heir to the Throne without the rite of immersion, King Chulalong-
korn nevertheless deemed it advisable to have the cerewmony of
immersion performed for bis son and heir, Prince Mahd Vajirunhis.
Hence the performance of this immersion whicli forms the subject
of the proclamation,

It was not stated in the proclamation because there was no
need for doing so, but the historian of Siamese literalure may recall
that King Rama I of the Cakri dynasty has recorded such a ceremony
in his epic poem of the Ramalkien; this would be the earliest
record extant of the ceremony of immersion.

The other volume on the Twelve Months’ Ceremonies is a
vivid and human description of all the Court ceremanies by the
expert that the Prince was in such matters, It is not lacking in
technical detail and yet, it is still, as pointed out above, a vivid and
human narrative. Most of ceremonies described are pictured from
the popular agpect no less than from the eyes of the oflicial, The
geries is prefaced by a short reference to the foreign travels of King
" Chulalongkorn in the early days of hig reign. Foreign names in this
reference suffered twistings in order to conform to metre. We thus
have Karakuta and Benari for Calcutta and Benares, respectively,
Not only proper names, bnt even Siamese words,
similar way becaunse of poetic licence.

guffered in a

The illngtrations in both books have no connection with the
subject matter. Tt is indeed a pity that some of the ceremonies
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described, snch as the rave rite of immersion, have not been accom-
panied by illustrations which may help towards the understanding
and visual realisation of their nature, for old photographs of them
must gurely exigt. The illustrations are those, however, of phases
in the life of the deceased, which, though valued by those who knew
her or who were her contemporaries, will not have the samec
educative significance.

195. Pramoj, M.R.K.:  Pot pourri, Lﬁ'mﬁjﬂuawu%u, Tirnasir
Press, Bangkok, B.IE. 2499 (1956), 167 pages, ill.

Approached by the family of the deceased, who wanted a
volame of his writings for distribution to guests attending the
cremation of the remains of the late Lady Noyyao Dharmidhi-
karanadhibodi, the author chose articles which he had written for
the daily editions of the S<amrath, giving his reasons for these
choices in the preface.

Kukriddhi Pramoj is of course too well-known a figure in
the world of journalists and intellectuals to need any introduction.
In the preface he points out that he had been dictated, in taking up
this task, by the kind consideration which the deceagsed lady had
always shown him, Her interest in his writings and her sympathy
had heen factors of encouragement, gnidance and even restraint on
him, All thege writings had passed her eyes and often formed
topics of discussion and banter belween him and the lady to whom
he dedicates this work.

The articles and leaders touch on every conceivable subject.
They are written in the anthor's characteristic style, combining
knowledge with judgment, humour 4nd even gsarcasm. Though one
hesitates sometimes to give unstinted approval to all his judgments,
though one recoils now and then from his bitter sarcasm, there
can be no doubt that his writings command interest from a large
number of readers, appealing as they do g0 much to the intellect,
that one comes to tolerate his often exaggerated criticsm of men
and affairs,
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To give an idea of his large repertoire, some of the subjeets
taken up in the book may be mentioned. Tt is a pity that theve iy
no table of contents or even an index of them. One hag to wade
through the length and breadth of the book, though the process can
hardly be said to be tedious. From the topie of honorifie voeabu-
laries in Siamese, he goes on to corruption in America, mind
yous then to various other things, among which may he mentioned
dramatic performances of Phra Abkai which wag veally written uy
a recitation of extravaganza, the mistresses of King Charles II of
England, Vinoba and the pancayat gystem in India, an appreciation
of the staging of Ruajadhiraj at the Theatre of the Ifine Arts
Department, a plea for a more Sympathetic treatment of our
Chinese population, political “‘fellow-travellers,” post-Stalinist Russia,
an appreciation of M, Tramod’s Thai Enteriainments, the coining of
new Thai words such as Tasnicorn and others, which try to retain
English alphabetic initials, ete.

The series covers a period from January 1952 to 1954, The
book is illustrated, like the other two volumes, by snapshots from
the life of the deceased, which, in this case, do not secem as out
of place as they do in those volumes.

196. Damrong, H.R.H. Prince: The Story of Pra (3’()9)27(1/«),
§ v . .
(3oanszeeuing, Tirnasir Press, Bangkolk, B.IL, 2500 (1957), 82 puges.

In gpite of its modest title the work is no less than a
biography and an excellent one at that. It is a pity, however, that
it was unfinished. TFrom the time of the monarch’s hirth in 1804,
while King Rama I was still on the Throne and his father was that
King's heir, the life story ig traced to hig naming ab the age of 9 in a
ceremony of immersion, then his education, hig being sent on a
migsion at the head of a military progress to welcome Mon
imuwigrants at Padum, his first coming of age at 13 when hig
infantile knot of hair was cut off in an elaborate ceremony, his
novitiate in the Holy Order at Wat Mahadhitu and 7 years later his
ordination as a monk at the same monasdtery, his father’s death

within 10 days of that event, his own renunciation of the Throne
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in favour of hig elder half byrother, Kromamnun Cegdibodin, his
gerious application to the life of the monastery finully resulting in
extensive researches into the Pali Canon of the Tripitaka which led
him to adopt a stricter monastic life than the one required in thoge
days, his nucleus of tollowers in religion which became the
Dhammaynt School of the Clergy, his travels among the people all
over Siam, hig conduct of the ecclesiagtical examinationg after his
personal suceess in them, his appointment to the headship of Wat
Bovoranives, hig friendship with American missionaries which gave

him opportunities to learn Latin, English and modern gciences.

His life as a monarch forms a geparvate chapter from page
50 to the end of the book., Thenarrative follows generally accepted
facts hut ahounds in details and treats the subjeet matter with a
broad outlook on the contemporary world. Tere will be found
gound and broadminded presentalious of many faects of history,
accompanied by an appreciation of the King's innovation of 1ife and
customs of the Conrt and of the administration. The narrative carries
us only to 1853, The story of the remaining 1D yoars is not ineluded,

There can be no better evaluation of the boolk thaw thal Found
in the preface written by his daughter and lifelong campanion,
Princess PPoon Diskul, who says that in pemnitting the publication
of the hook she had heen convinced that it would fulfil a timely
need in the following manner :

1. It would give ug an ingight into the rvealigation of
necessities of the time by the King who was ahle to
maintain the independance of his nation at a time when
western imperialism was at its height and the competition
to secure territorial posgsessions in the Bast was so keen
that among all the states in the area Siam was the only
one able to remain free;

2. It would also tell us how, having secured our
independance, we had to institute reforms to suit external
events ;
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3. It wounld teach us to know purselves so that when guch
stories as The King and I are written we would not ag

now be unable to contradiect them regarding esgential facts;

4. Tt would enable us to form an opiunion about the
monareh who worked hard, almost uninterruptedly, to save

his country and yet was blamed (by moderns).

The hook was published for distribution to guests attending
the cremation of the remains of the late Lady Srisankor at Wat
Makut.

197. Documents concerning the eclipse in the fourth "7"85{{\”
and about the illness and death of the King, ﬁ)ﬂﬁmmwzs?aaqsi{
U5y usnian « uastiealsessuagaassnm, Tirnasir Press, Bangkok,
B.E. 2500 (1957), 110 pages.

There are five documents in this volume. The first con-
corns the expedition to Hwikd (12108) in the year 1868, written by
the historian and diplomat (v}aophyé, Dibakaravons. Prince Dam-
rong had explained that the eclipse had heen caleulated by the
King who maintained that it would be a total one. Up to that
time, however, local scientists were not ineclined to believe in total
eclipses, and in any case it was the firgt one ever recorded in this
country. Being a keen agtronomer, the King made the somewhat
arduoud journey down the coast to Hwiks, which wwag known to
be a malarial spot. He also invited an international cirele of
scientists and other guests to share the view with him.

The second document was first published in English in the
Bangkok Calendar in 1870, as a record of the mission of Sir Harry

Ord, Governor of Singapore, who was one of the King’s guests on
that occasion.

The third document was also a record of the total eclipse
in the possession of the late Kromakhun Vorachak, ancestor of the
Primoj family, is and believed to have been written by King Mopkut
himgelf, getting ont astronomical statements and caleulations,
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The fourth ig an account of the illness of the King written
by the King’s Grand Chamberlain, éaophya Mahindrasakdi, with
which is published under this heading an extract from the Hislory
of the Fourth Reign of Caophya Dibakaravoy)s.

The fifth and last ig an account, written by His late Royal
Highnegs Prince Damrong, of the time of the death of King Moykaut.

These documents form good material as the bagis for for
furbher writing of the concluding period of the reign of King Mogkut,
who has of late been the subject of a great deal of researches in
history.

The volume was also published for the same occagion as
that above.

198. Sukhabanij, Kh.: The Fame of King Moykut, Wiz
zﬁﬂsc?rﬂsga"x?unhWszumam(ﬁammamma"n%miw“m, Mahidthai Press, Bang-
kok, B.E. 2500 (1957), 111 pages.

The Siamese title to this little volume uses the word Kiati-
pravali (xﬂﬂiaﬂw{;), which haa been rendered here gimply as 2'ke
I'ame. The word kiate, pronounced kat, from the Sk. Zzrid, is used in
Siamege in the sense of honour or fame. Pravaid, the final ¢ of which
is mute, ig also a loan word from the Pali Pavalls, and Sk. Provriti,
meaning a process or narration, and is used in Siamese for history.
Literally translated the title would be the Hislory of the Fameof His
Majesty King Monkut. It is presumed that the author would not
mind the somewhat abbreviated but neater rendering adopted above,

The work consists of three essays: T, The Latent Crigis of
a Century Ago (pp. 11-63), II. Dr Bradley and the American
Mission (pp. 64-97), and 1II. King Mopkut and Bishop Pallegoix
(pp. 98~111). They have been written from material culled from
Thai histories and supplemented to a large extent by foreign
records such as Hnglish books and mnewspapers. They are thug
largely new material to the average Siamese who is not in the
habit of reading old English records or who is unable to do so.
Ag guch they should be of great help to students of history. Inac-
curacies undoubtedly oceur in the rendition of names or titles and in
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the choice of Siamese terms, such as Kromakhun Bijit (pp. 23, 24)
for Kromakhun Bibidh, Sadeé Kromapra Réjawanboworn (p. 28),
where the first word does not exist in the ofﬁcml tlt]e aud the
translation of the Hon, Bast India Company by WOIALTHN aam 'aumu,
in which the first word, being an honorifie, is only applicable to
personages and cannot be used for a company however powerful and
high-placed. The term might in fact be rendered Ly sorue guch title
as 1J?H°1VIS€W€1 51413&6"14513&15@. These slips are however few and far
bhetween. They hardly mar the guality of the writing,

The first essay commences with the recollection of a national
erisis within living memory that involved a foreign power. It is the
one which came about when the Japanese invaded Siam in their war
with the West. ILooking further back throngh history we come to
the Franco.Siamesge incident of 1893, which was another crisis.
There was, however, another important one a hundred years ago
which is not generally known of. It was no less than a national
crisig, for towards the end of the third reign friction with Great
Britain might have resulted in a war had not the King's death and
the liberal and conciliatory attitude of his successor intervened.
Quoting an Aunerican source ( footnote p, 12) which said “Had the old
King continued to live, war with Great Britain was inevitable,” the
author presents to us the whole series of negotiations that went on
during many years. It cannot be said that the narration is too succinet,
and yet it supplies a continuous story which has not so far been
available to the Biamese veader. In justice to the old King, Rama 111,
it iy pointed out that the change in his attitude towards foreign
emisgaries who came to negotiate treaties with him at this stage
must have been due to his old age and his ailing condition after hard,
continuous service for the state thronghout no less than 40 years.
At the time of the Crawford and Burney missions during his father’s
reign when he was the virtual Minister of Foreign Affairs he was
liberality and friendliness combined though without necessarily
giving in to many of their points; this time, however, though all the
power was hig, he was almost blindly obstinate and unsympathetic
to the Brooke mission. It aroused British indignation. It was not till
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King Mogkut succeded him and had shown a more liberal and con-
ciliatory attitude that they diverted martial preparations toward
Burma. Because the hero of this essay is King Mongkut the greater
part of it is concerned with hig personality and policies which saved
the country from hloodshed and the worse indignities which became
the lot of our neighbours.

The second essay ig chiefly concerned with the American
missionary, Dr. Bradley, whose newspapers gave substantial support
to King Moykut in his dealings with foreign powers, though of
course in an indirect way, in that they supplied evidence on several
occagions to the homae governments of the diplomatic and consular
repregentatives of western powers whose highhanded and undiplo-
matic behaviour threatened to create misunderstanding. By dint
of hisg fair and sympathetic personality Dr. Bradley acqunired the
fl:iendship of several of the more liberal leaders of the nation,
including King Monkut and his ministers. This proved to be a
gain for the nation.

The third esgay dealt with the co-operation, mostly of an
academic nature, between the King and Bishop Pallegoix of the

French misgion, both before and after hig accession to the Throne.

199. Medhfdhipati, Phyi: (1) Buddhism, WIsHNIMIEYW, 73
pages; ( 2) Stories from Aesop, ﬁmu%‘aﬂ, 72 pages; (3) Transiation
of Tngersoll's Crime against Criminals, ﬂ@m;‘mﬂ‘iz‘l’jﬂ%ﬂﬁﬂa%ﬂ, 35
pages. All published at the Pracand Press, Bangkok, B.E. 2499
(1956),

The cremation of the remains of the late Phys Medhadhipati
lagt December wag the occasion for the publication of three of the
many works of the well.known educator and literary writer }Vho
wrote on a number of subjects. The three publications now wunder
review were not published for the first time, though none of them
has ever been noticed in the Journal of our Sociely where it is

thought they deserve a place.
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The volume on Buddhizm (‘Wsz%fwnmam) was an original
book. Unlike most Siamese works on the subject, it i8 a popular
presentation, doing away with as many technical terms as possible
even to the extent of paraphrasing them. The paraphrase was
however done from Fnglish translations for the most part; and one
has to admit that in some cases the technical terms thus paraphraged
are more familiar to Siamese readers than the author’s paraphrases.
The contents inelude a chapter on the Buddha himsell; a chapter on
his teaching which is admirably clear and sucecinctly put, taking up
the greater part of the whole volume (pp. 17-44); the Holy Order of
Monks ( 2 pages); an excellent chapter on Buddhist ethics and a final
chapter of the most interesting answers to the prevailing criticism
of the Buddhist religion. This chapter is original in conception and
gupplies fitting defences of the Buddha’s philosophy without going
out of the way of the ancient teachings. The Buddha, the author says,
is often accused of a pessimistic attitude toward life. But whereas
other religions recommend salvation through prayers, faith in the
divinity to come, and succour mankind, the Buddha contends that
man's own mind and application will bring him contentment, tran-
quillity finally resulting in an intelligent equanimity. Man has only
to depend upon his own efforts and not seek salvation from external
help which may not be always at hand. Again, the Buddha was
aceused of recommending meditation involving a veid mentality; but,
the author contends, the gort of meditalion recommended is not void;
it is objective, for it is but a mental concentration to seavch for the
truth in which the mind is ever active. Another criticigm is that it
councentrates on sell to the detriment of the will to help others;
but how can one better the world hefore bettering oneself to gtart
with? Another criticism is the Buddhist attitude towards women
as evidenced by the Buddha's hesitation to admit them into his
monastic order; but women’s place in the world is not asceticism.
The author goes on to dilate on the Buddhist love and compassion
for all mankind and on his rational philogsophy. Buddhism is typical
of the author's original writing in that it is easily intelligible.
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The volume of Stories from Aesop (ﬁwm'gaﬂ) brings in
another type, that of a school-reader, for Phyd Medhid was primarvily
a teacher, It was one of his earliest efforts in this direction. Its style
ig simple. Any child can read it.

The third volume, Crime against Criminals (ﬂw:ﬁ,sx%‘mﬂwvgﬁ-
%Uﬁ@%‘ﬁﬂ), is representative of a large number of Phyd Medhi's
works of translation, Translation from a wegtern language into a
language like Siamese is difficult to make perfect becauge expressions
and thought differ 8o much. The anthor, however, was a pagt mastey
in such literfry activities; and this volume is considered one of hig
best translations. It is thus representative of a third type.

A biography and appreciations of the deceased are to be found
in each of these books. FHis photographs taken at snccessive periods
during his long career are reproduced in the three books, forming
evidences of the development of official uniformas,

200. Chakvapuni, Luay: The Story of C‘uophyét Mahidhorn,
4 - .
Liad‘uaﬂm“‘aWwU'MJﬁﬁi, Tirnasir Press, Bangkok, BB, 2499 (1956 ), 357
pages, ill.

This publication was presented to guests attending the
cremation of the late nobleman, the story of whose life and antece-
dents forms the subject of the book under review, Tt is illustrated
with several judiciously selected photographs of the deceased, both
singly and in groups, together with a few testimonials of various
kinds. Though almost every cremation book contains a biography of
the one to whom it is dedicated, the book under review is primarily
biographieal. It is a work of love written by his son and heir and is
a worthy tribute to the memory of one who has gerved his sovereign
and nation with ability and credit for over sixty years.

The book is prefaced by dedications from the pens of various
personalities snch as the Patriareh of the Kingdom. The main portion
ig divided into five parts. The first part is the biography referred
to above. The late nobleman was a member of the well-known
Kraiviksh family. His father was Phya Bejraratna, son of Luay Dej
Naiwen, who in turn was the son of Phya Kraikosd, whose personal
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name was Riksh, hence the combination into the family name of
Krairiksh, This ancestor was the son of a Chinese immigrant and he
gerved under the King of Dhonburi, then under the Prince of the
Palace to the Front of the first reign of the Odkll dynasty. Chaophya
Mahidlborn himself was born in 1874 and received the personal name
of La-6, He was apprenticed at an early age, first in the clerical
service of the Dikd Court, but was later transferred to the King's
Private Secretariat as far back as the year 18933, when the Franco-
Siamese incident took place. He worked through those critical days
in his office in the Grand Palace, where he was a witness of the condi-
tiong prevailing in those days, and he had the habit of relating them
to his children. He told his children how the King and his cabinet
worked all day and all night and he added several anecdotes of
humour. He jojned the Law School from its inception, and, obtaining
a first in the final examinations, was registered as its first barrister.
With the complete modernisation of the Courts of Justice, his
eminent standing in the new legal world enabled him to rige high
within a short time, In two years, in fact, he became the Under-
Seceretary for Justice and second only to the Minister or Justice. The
latter, Prince Rabi of Rijaburi, was also a young man and a lawyer
who believed absolutely in himself. A slight misunderstanding be-
tween the Minister and his sovereign, his father, over asmall incident
of a personal nature led to the Prince’s resigation, which his father in
the capacity of the soversign had no alternative but to accept. Tt
was immediately followed by further resignations from almost all
the leading jurists of the modern school who had been the Prince’s
pupils, Ounr nobleman, now no less than a Phyd with the title of
éhakrapani, was among them. The King forgave all who later
apologised for their raugh action. Phy§ éhkrapani was one of these
and he was duly reiunstated in his former office and status. He wag
later transferred to a legal-advisership of the King, then back to
the leadership of the Dikd Court. He became a few years aftep-
wardg the Iing's Principal Private Secretary, bearing ministerial
rank. He remained in this office from 1919 to 1932, during which
period he had access to the highest in the land and handled, in
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thuge days when there was no Prime Minister, all the eo-ordination
of state gorviess which was the duty of the King, in the capaeity
of his sovereign's prineipal secretary., Tt was during this period
that he was ereated a (ﬁ};xtv‘slny'{t, a rank nsaally confined to oflicials
of ministerial status,  Chapters are added dealing with his old
age  amd death, and finally with his keen interest in physical

exereises, Iiis hobbies, his personality, his family life, ete.

The biography s more than a suceession of facly guch as
are to be found usaally in eremation books, T is an interesting
narrative with intevesting comments distinguished by seholarship
and integrity. Tt i, moreover, duaring in its comments on mony
contomporary affairs and gives accurate judgments of personalities.

The second purt containg the Tate nobleman’s corvespondence

with the sovereign and high personages,

The thirvd part containg the writings of the deceased, Though
a distinguished seholur of law aud @ man of letters in o sense, the
late nobleman was primarily an execntive,  He seemed to have had
no time to write beyvond w vagt amount of eorrespondence, both
official and personal., s carcer bad been largely oxeeutive, at
first s Undoer-Seerctary of State for Justice and then as His Majesty's
Principal Private Secretary.  Among the writings ineluded in this
voluime is one Jecture entitled Ol and New (pp, 212-298), giviug
8 survey of historieal events from the carly days of King Chulalong.
korn down to woedern times.

The fourth puart containg hig letterd to hig children with
whonm he maintained o multifarions corvespondence, which iy full of
interest in that he discussed all sorts of topies an if to koep their
kunwledge aiw courant of the times.  His jntelligent comments on
subjecty wre worthy of attention and thege should be read all
the way through.

The fifth and last part is made up of family trecs and charts,

201, Savanai, Luay: T'he Progress of Legal Education in

. e .‘.‘ ) ' . »
Thailand, vwannasasanumaguuitluldszivalne, University of Moral
HBetences Press, Bangkok, B, 2499 (1956), 117 pages, ill.
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This is another memento of the late (V}aOphyﬁ, Mahidhorn,
gpongored by the University of Moral Sciences in recognition of
the close relationship which existed between this institution of
legal education and the late lawyer who was one of its first
graduates. It is prefaced by a dedication by the University, a
record of the Jate lawyer's merit and qualification for a doctorate
of law honoris caus@, personal appreciations by leading personalities
in all walks of life and a short biography.

The subject treated commence$ with the humble beginnings
of the Law School, following through the guccessive stages of its
progress as an academy, a hoard of legal education, then a faculty
of law in (t)n]z’mlogkoru University, and we come finally to its
more vecent developments into the TUniversity of Moral and
Political Sciences. The sister ingtitution for the training of barristers
and the Law School of the faculty of Jurisprudence in Cualalokorn
University ulso come in for their respective treatment.

Needless to say, all aspects of legal education ave individually
gone into, such as the cuvricnlum, the examinations, regulations
and etiguette,

202. Prasonsom of Nakon Sawan, H.R.H. the Princess of:
Memauoirs, u"uﬁﬂmmma%uméaa, Pracand Press, Bangkok, B.E. 2499
(1956), 48 pages, ill.

The Princess’s memoirs deal with the life and time of her
husband and then of her father, Prince Mahisra. The preface
containg the reagons which prompted her to write down after a
lapse of 40 years this modest but well-written memoir. At the
erematory rites of her hushand, she was asked by the Commander-
in.Chief of the Navy what she could recall of the work accomplished
by her husband for the Navy. Heroverwhelming grief at the time
prevented her from making much of a reply. It cccurred to her later
how surpriging it was that thovugh her husband was the first virtual
reorganiser of the Navy along modern lines, his work was already
difficult of reconstruction by that institution, and .that not even the
goore of the music he wrote for it could be recovered. Though she
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indicated an officer who shonld have been able to do the work of
recongtruction, she now felt herself dictated by a desire to set down
in pen and ink her own impressions of the hard work her husband
hed done in those years, Hence this memoir,

The bulk of the worl is concerned with the late Prince’s work
in the Navy. It deals with his long naval career, in which difficulty
after dificulty had to be surmounted, his return to the Army which
wag his original profession, and his transfer again to civilian service
a8 Minister of the Interiov, ending up with the Revolution of 1932,
which completed hig 30 years' service to Siam. This is followsd by
a short memoir of life before her marriage when she lived with her
father. The keynote of the whole work is an intelligent under-
standing of statecraft which was tackled by her hushand and her
father.

203. Vititra-vgdakdr, Luay: The Good Things of India,
“uaaa‘lugmaﬂ, Niyomvidyd Press, Bangkok, B.B., 2497 (1954), 455
pages, ill,

204. Santivan: Buddha joyanti, V\f%ﬁ‘uiﬁia, Sivaporn Co, Ltd.,
Bangkok, B.E, 2499 ( 1956 ), 674 pages, ill.

905. Sarnath: T ravels in India, L%mamaﬂ, Thaigampandh
Press, Bangkok, B.1. 2499 (1956), 646 pages, ill.

Travelogues about India are now coming into their own.
Time was when modern India was remarkably little konown in
this country; but air travel and independence have made her much
more familiar heve. India was to ug just ags Greece and Rome and
Palestine were to westerners, for we owed her not only onr Buddhism
but also our ¢ivil culture. Indian ideals and Indian pames were
familiar, though our way of pronouncing them were our own and
were often nnrecognisable by Indians themselves.

The first book i3 written with style and scholarship, Com-
mencing with his plane journey from Bangkok, the author takes us
to Caleutta, and after a short period of sightseeing to Delhi where
he took up an ambassadorial duty (ch. 1). Then follows a chapter
(2) on the history of Delhi and a description of its monuments;
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then Agra, with descriptions of the Taj Mahal and other famous
monuments in and around the city (eh. 3); then a trip to the
highlands, Simla, Musgsoorie and Darjesling, with remarks on moun-
tain scenery and mountain climbing (ch. 4). A chapter is given
on the geographical identification of anclent sites with respective
descriptions of each of them (5); and the author retraces the
footsteps of the Buddha in his mission (ch. 6). A ssventh chapter
degeribes some Indian cities noted for their importance and beauty,
ending up, in chapter 8 with a short but interesting comment on
independent India.

As to be expected with Iwan Viéitra, the book is graphic
without that out-of-place humour or redundance so often mixed up
in other works of modern scholars which purport to be serions. A
few inaccuracies occur, but they are not important and do not
detract from the book’s value.

The second volume by one who employs the pen name of
Santivan deals with a journey to participate in the celebration of
the Buddhist Year in Ceylon by a delegation of the clergy with the
President of the Weelesiastical Council at its head. 'The contents
are made up of a deseription in a light vein of the flight to Singa-
pore, then to Colombo, then to Kandy where they took part in the
25th century celebrations of the Government of Ceylon, then to
various sites of religious and cunltural interest including the ancient
city of Anurfidhapura, whence returning to Colombo with a visit to
Sigiri among others on the way, continuing then their tour by plane
to Caleutta via Madras and on to Gaya, Rajgir, Vardnasi, ending the
trip for a time at Delhi. They then make a detour throungh the
mountaing and veturn home. The narrative, though containing
incongruous references to various topics, ig yet interesting from a
literary and historical point of view, revealing that the writer,
whoever he was, was a scholar of Pali and Buddhism of no small
calibre. What is referred to here as incongruous would not be so if
the writer were not a venerable member of the Buddhist clergy.

The third volume, on the other hand, is frankly a romance
woven round a travelogue with no pretence at monastic qualifica-
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tion. The story is interspersed with graphically arranged historical
material, made all the more easy to digest by having it come out
of the mouth of a young and lovely lady journalist, Lakshmi, who
is supposed in the story to have shared with intimacy the aunthor's
wanderings through the greater part of northern India, especially
the romantic palaces of the Moghul emperors which were utilised
as the scenery of the greater part of the story.

On the whole this story may be classed as an historical
romance. It can be readily recommended to veaders who want to
have some knowledge of Indian history of the Moghul period and a
general vista of the land of the Buddha. Though its first edition
came out a8 long ago as 1949, and the present ig its sixth edition,
the book ig so well-written that it is thought that inclusion in the

pages of our Journal, where it has never been noticed, is justifiable,

206. The Ceremony of the Ordination of His Majesty the
King in October-November, 1956, and His Life in the Monastery,
WaEnIERELAE NI TR liN1INT MY AAIAN—WARINIUN kass, Pradand
Press, Bangkok, B.E. 2500 (1957 ), 222 pages, with many illustra.
tions.

As its name indicates, this volume records the ceremony of
the King’s ordination, his life in the monastery and the substance
of the lectures and conversations on Baddhist monastie regulations
and ethies in brief, It is illugtrated with the King's own photo-
graphs and from the photographic point of view no better visual
record of this important period in the life of onr Head of State can
be had.

The volume wag published by His Majesty in dedication to
the visakha of the 25th centenary of Buddhism. The 20,000
volumes of the edition were sent to the Government and the
Secretary-General of the Royal Household for distribution among
cultural bodies all over the Kingdom, such ag monasteries, schools,
librarieg, learned institutions and persons who may be interested in
cultural matters. ‘
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207. In commemoration of the year 2500 Buddhist Hra in
T hailand, fszanlunisnass we ﬁmawuﬁuwwwﬁmam, Sivaporn Co,
Ltd., Bangkok, B.1, 2500 (1957), 62 pages, with an English edition
of 38 pages, each having 80 illustrations.

The Thai edition consists of (1) a foreword by M.L. Pin
Malakul, in the capacity of chairman of the commitice of a Buddhist
museum of the general committee of this celebration; (2) a chapter
on Buddhism by f’xa Ariyanandamuni, often known by his pen name
of Buddhadisa Bhikkhun; (3) a chapter on the history of Buddhism
in Thailund by Luay Boribal Buribhand; and (4) ons on Buddhist
Art by Prince Subhadradis Diskul.

The chapler on Buddhism is clear and concige. It states in
general terms the objectives of religion, which the anthor sums up ag
the quest for happiness. He goes on to distinguish between worldly
and gpiritual happiness. The former is tantamount to avoidance of
evil deeds and the performance of good ones towards oneself us well
as towards others, This applies to all religions. When it comes to the
gpiritual asgpect, however, religions differ. Most of them rely on
faith in the supernatural such as are found in the nature worship
of earlier days and in the latter beliefs in the supernatural agencies
of gods and the sole deity. Buddhism made a departure from all
this by teaching salvation in reliance on one’s own rational sense.
The Baddha's teachings may therefore be summed up into ( 1) karma,
the theory of cause and effect; {2) anatia; a denial of the self and
permanence; (3) wupadane, attachment and (4) the Fonr Noble
Truths which are too well-known to need reiteration here.

Such a summing up is of course the standard of Buddhism
as practised here in modern Siam. The author's comments on these
topics are clear from the standardised exegesis ag taught in thig
country. Criticism is of course not impossible. To the historian and
the student of comparative philosophy, at least the first two of them,
karmae and anatld, had been topics among Indian philogsophers long
before the time of the Lord Buddha. A reference to the U panishads
would veveal that they were not the Buddha’s original discovery.
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The Ven. monk then deals with a few other important topics
of Buddhism, one of the most interesting of which is the relationship
between Buddhism and science. Fis personal note at the end is to
the effect that all religions could be united into one hecause they all
aim at bappiness, whether worldly or spiritual. Such a unification
would go far towards the peace of mankind.

In the second chapter Luay Boribal traces the history of
Buddhism in Thailand and among the Thai along the lines laid down
by His late Royal Highness Prince Damvong, dividing its eras into
those of Theravada, Mahayanism, Pagan Hinayanism and the Church
of Lankd. Luar Boribal goes somewhat further than the late Prince
in his identification of Suvarnabhfimni, a much disputed subject of
Buddhist history, His theory that the term is most likely to have
included the whole of Southenst Asia is highly probable thongh he
admits that his identification of its capital with the site of Nakon
Pathom is still not generally accepted.

The chapter on Buddhist art is a credit to the whole volume.
It is perhaps the first presentation along up-to-date lines of research
to have been written in Siamese. The distinction lies in its chrono-
logical precision according to established archeological and historical
data. The 80 illnstrationg obviongly belong to this rather than to a
separate chapter, ag one may be inclined to believe from a look at
the table of econtents. k

This Thai edition is a good survey of the many aspects of
Siamese Buddhism; and may be likened to a rare jewel in a deep
: ast ocean of the multitudinous worldly celebrations of which
and v

it is intended to be a memento.

A separate volume in English is issued with the above, the
only wmain difference being that the chapter on Buddhism has not
been written by or translated from that of the Ven. Bhikkhu but
by a no less well-known writer on Buddhism, Luazy Suriyabongs.
This is one of the author’s latest and best from a scientific point of
view, though a philological slip has crept into the transcription of
Magadha which appears here as Maghadha.
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208, Memento of the State Progress on the River in H onour
of the Lord Buddha, auqﬁﬁzﬁ'omvgmiwqmwmmmsamm, Royal Hydro-
graphical Department Press, Bangkok, BE. 2500 (1957), 688
pages, ill.

Though obviously meant to be just a memento and therefore
not primarily aimed at an academic treatment of ap historic ceremony,
the book contains, besides its superb pictorial records of the old
state barges, material of serious interest; it has a chapter on the
history of these ceremonial barges which have been developed out
of warships of old and congiderable space is devoted to the boat-songs
composed for the occasion. The famous old boat-sougs, however,
are nob even referred {o. This is a pity, for they were well-known
and popular gems of poetry, in some cases dating from the days of
Ayudhya. As classical poetry they have been published elsewhere
tong before this and their merit has been recognised by their inclu-
sion in the school syllabug. They are of course too long to be
published in a volume like this but, ag we said, a reference shouvld
have been made to them. Such a reference might have enhanced the
value of this memento as a record of the custom of the river
progress.

The latter part of the book containg a programme in Bnglish
with charts of the procession as it took place on the morning of the
14th of May. There are also interesting historical sketches in
Linglish of the state barges.



