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I11ui1H! nm ill, I 1. <~n!an with 1b· Khnn Pa at Yab Hua Na, Amphnr 
S41, ( "}:;W~!'A,hi '\,Ill, ia1 .\\11i.Zil'l. ]1}11,~, Wht·n ~ll:'pi<.:ion and fear Were 
~!r''lli~h ! .lm• •n,;; !hm. nnr inft~rmation concerning their language 
\\\l-\ not n·h.ll•),·. \\'1· '•'d:n· qnih· ,:kqnical about the correctness of Otlr 

li"t of !lwir .,. :lilt·,! "\ ,.,.ah!llarit•:; ". Furthermore, our time with them 
wa ~ Hli.l :>hm!. \\'r• )ll t t n;1!d 11111 t·~l'l!'t:t to bar(' a thorough work done in 

HI 

Tb· r,· .. w! IW ,,f tb• Khnn Pa at Doi Khunsathan, Tamhol 
~:mtha, \mj•!<ll!' '\:m11i, ( 'Lmt~w;ul \ian. in late Junnary, 1963, was more 
~:Hi:•f.ti'!Hl\. 'I h nuw 1\hl•l\ !'a, wl:o r;um: to our fir~t meeting, came 
bad; a:~.<in. I \'· i1h tb m thirh·t·n more members of their tribe, in­
rill.! in~:~~~~~· ddnk wum;111 .md ;1 l•ll\" al~Jllt twt'lr(' yeal'il old. rl'he nine 
nwn v.t•w '·Ltnh·~l~llhlll ·+·1int~ o·• ''lln~ ilf.!:;tin, hut th~~y soon became Vl'ry 
frit•rHliv wl f'!t n·~·n:•t1iz"'l w a• tlwir old acq11aintance~. It was late 
in t!w afiHBlli•U whl'll w1· ;min·;! at th(! 1\'[t•o vill~l!:e of Dni KhunRathan, 
wlwn· WI' \'.t'!!' 1" !la\T nm tl'llt/1•; Nll.l with tli(• Khon Pa. \Ve brought 
with II·· m;uav Li ·1.1'1, lull of ~~itt•• In I;;· di•trihnt(•d to them a~ u·:ual. Il11t 
thc·y Wr!l' In tn ;· 1111 lllll1· ; tlwy prmni·t·d tltat they would retum 
lttnnr ramp t! ,. ~·,llnwiu:.; day. 'l'lxy all pnHnif'l,d to return next day 
whu th· ··wt w.a 11p 111 tl l.t·idH or a IITI~ near our camp. We saw them 
niL h·t~p~~~~; ntH li~t>n·,, rn,·••rd, and vn·ryhmly hore:l that tl·cy would 
l:t•t·p thir ptt•mi ;·. 'I !w l11ll•min~!, day th:y all c:lllll' hack at tl:c ~\pccific(l 
tirw:. 1•\t'l\ ltnmbn ut th· •. ·;;pnlitimt wa~: nTy busy doing hi-: part of 
tla~ w••rh. I v. a. , uuwh iuttn~ td in the li ngui,;tic side of the work that 
I for~;rt tn !',II Ill\ Iundt for twn ~m·n;:Hil't day:;! 1 

I. 'I b· 1.~~-~~·nm 1 • liii>!Hi·,li•· '''"'lwr.lli .. ·n ,.f tilt• Mriibri thi,; time was due to a 
hl'!h!!' al'l'l"'·i' 11. 1 tc~m•ll t! 1., iw:<"•li).tatinn:. 111 tlw lir,;t l'Xpt:!litiun I addressed the 
Mml•ri v.·;tb 1t r· i~; tlu: :>;mth an iuti1.-a1e tt.;nn for" you" when speaking to 

\llW\ l~<•:t lri:·ud. ,.,1Hi•:;d1 .• 1:t 10 i'b ( m:in~-: ). llow(:VL:r ~ can also be an insulting 
"j'llll " and !1;;, 1 i·. t. •.. ,.,. j1 w;~-1 fdt I••: the ~lrahri aud they resented this and protested. 
At tint tim•· til•· 1m,;,::ui·,ti,· !'wltlwurh 'w;l'l h:unp••rctl hy ladt of proper mpport. 

011 !loti l\imauth m h L•: ·11.'1', I a~llr.:i<d th~ Mrahri with ~!1 (" lunk" = 

child), t·,dlin1: m:. ·l:H vlo ( "l•'h fathL·r ). Thh; was the rt·lutionship they liked and 

fnnn that munwnt tht•linH~Ii"ilt•~ c<~lper;llion was eomplew. 
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Vh !rarncd from thm tbt thy called tl· rmrelves "Mrabri", 

meaning the people of 1]-e jungles. They had no knowledge about the 

Yumbri as Bernatzik called his group of wild people whom he had inves­

tigated in 1936. Mrabri is a ccmbination of two words, "Mra" means 

people and" bri ", forest. In our presence they talked1 with members of 

their own tribe in 'Thai Yuan. I do not celieve that these people knew 

any thing about tre modern etiquette by speaking only Thai Yuan in our 

preJence becau£e we could understand this language. Perhap3 tr.ey have 

actually lost their language and have adopted Thai Yuan as their own 

language as they have claimed. But when a Mrabri named Paeng or 

Tengku, the name given him by the Mea, talked with his mother who 

came to our camp, he still u~ed his own language in our presence. I have 

also noticed that many songs of which the theme was not in Thai Yuan, 

were probably sung in the original language of the Mrabri. Therefore the 

Mrabri's former information that they have lost their own language could 

not be treated as reliable. 

Another Mrabri named Plaa or Fish is probably the most intelligent 

of all. Assisted by a few more men of hiq tribe who sat around our tape 

recording machinel, Plaa told us every thing what we might want to ask 

him about his own language. Sometimes when Plaa could not answer our 

que3tions, either becam·e he could not understand or r:e had forgotten his 

own language, his friends nearby would answer for him. I prepared a 

Jist of Mrabri vocabularies gathered from t} e interview with Plaa and had 

the list checked twice by two more members of his tribe, in the presence 

of still many more who were watching and l:earing our interview. This 

time the list is considered to be autl:entic and reliable. I used both Thai 

Yuan and Khamu to talk with them as they understood these two languages 

quite well. Many time3 when our informers could not understand what 

I asked in Thai Yuan, I had to use Khamu which brought a respon<.e from 

them immediately. Several times I tried to test their ability to differentiate 

the tones by calling out the Thai words or 1n~, 1nn, mJ1, J,, :1.11, one by 

one, asking them to give equivalent Mrabri words. They could not detect 

the tones unless £entences were formed with these words. I did this test 

several times each time changing the words. T!-.ey still could not detect 

which words I was asking them to translate into Mrabri. 'I'his proved 
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that this people's original language was not a tonal one like the Thai. 
Even though they have adopted Thai Yuan as they had told us, they still 

could not master it well enough. Wten they spoke Thai Yuan, they spoke 

with a very strong accent like the Khamu or the Cambodian speaking 

Thai. But my two Khamu servants who accompanied me to Doi Khun­

sathan said that when the Mrabri ~poke Khamu they spoke also with an 

accent which disclosed that they were not originally Khamu at all. A 

list of Mrabri words appear on Appendix I at the end of this report. 

An explanation must be made in connection with the use of 'Thai 

to write Mrabri words. From my past experiernce, I noticed that for 

those Thai who have had no previous knowledge or training in phonetics, 

Thai is probably the most sui~able script to write the languages of South 

East Asia. We have 44 consonants ( 1~tlqj'll'H~) with 20 sounds ( lffO~ ). 

Though we may lack sh, th, z. ts, db, bh, etc., we can arrange to substitute 

them with may consonants of Pali or Sanskrit origin and be understood 

that they are to be pronounced as such. On top of the richness in con­

sonant sounds, the Thai language is also rich in vowels. We have all 

together 32 vowels, and our language is probably richer than any modern 

standard languages in the number of voweh. Moreover, we still have 5 

tones ( 1~Hll~fl~ ). With the exception of the levd tone, we have 4 dis­

tinct tone marks, which almost enable us to write a simple note of music 

by using thes~ tone marks. It is my belief, therefore, that without the 

knowledge of phonetics, one can still record the South East Asian languages, 

whether tonal or non-tonal, in Thai, as a good substitute for the phonetic 

system. This is the reason why I have to include Thai in the Appendix I 

for the benefit of the lay Thai members who do not !mow phonetics. 

Of a11147 words which I brought up for compari"lon, after deduct­

ing the Thai loan words, etc., 45 words have close similarity with t!-.e 

Thin or Kha Phai; 35 words, Khamu; 20 words, Khamed; 14 words, 

Lawa; and 13 words, Mon. Abo from the same li.st of 147 words which 

I later showed to Maha Cham Tongkamwan, former Chief Epigraphist 

and an expert in Cambodian of the Fine Arts Department, 17 words could 

be detected to have close relations~ip with Cambodian. And out of 

another list of 187 words prepared by Dr. Hugo Bernatzik, see Appendix 

II, said to be the language of the Yumbri, 41 words have clm.e similarity 



182 Kraisri Nimmanahaemlnda 

with tLe Mrabri worck I am, therefore, inclined to believe that the 
Yumbri and Mrabri a1e the same people The Yumbri and Mrabri 
languages are cloEe to Mcn-Ehrrer lansUa[eS and they should belong to 

this group. 

After the expedition to Doi Khusathan, Mr. Boeles and I proceeded 
to Uttaradit to meet Nai Boonma Suwanarangsi who was formerly an in­
terpreter of Bernazik when he visited the Yumbri at Nan. At present 
Nai Boonma is a teacher at the Thai Sugar Factory School at Wangkapee, 
Changwad Uttaradit. Nai Boonma who is now 58 years old, was born 
in Prae. He received his early education at Lincoln Academy, American 
Pre3byterian school at Nan. Later he went to the Bangkok Christian 
College where he had completed Matayom 8. According to Boonma, Dr. 
Hugo Bernatzik spoke little English. Mrs. Bernatzik, his wife, could 
speak slightly better than he. When asking the Yumbri about their 
words or about general information, a very roundabout process was 
adopted. Dr. Eernatzik would as1{ Boonma in broken English. Boonma 
would then translate it to Nai Ew, ( Bernatzik's Ju) a Chinese merchant 
and a friend of Saen Sai, (ltcn.JitJ Pernatzik's Tsin Tsai) the Meo chief, 
in Yunanese Chinese. Saen Sai would then tramlatc it into Meo for the 
Yumbri. The reply from the Yumbri to Bernatzik was a reverred proces>. 
Therefore, according to Boonma, Eernatzik's list of Yumbri words could 
not be exactly recognized as real words of the Y umbri. Furthermore 
Boonma mentioned that many of the words appeared on the list, parti­
cularly those words which have abstract meanings, he could not even 
remember having asked them at all and could not understand from where 
and how Bernatzik had acquired them. Nai Boonma told us that 
altogether ten Yumbri or Phi Tong Luang came to Bernazik. The first 
group was composed of two women, one girl and one youth. 'I'he second 
group, six in number, were all men. The first group could not speak Thai 
Yuan at all, but the ~econd group could speak the Thai dialect a little 
but with a strong Khamu accent. They could not speak Khamu either. 
They did not know how to sing or dance. The second group remained 
:vit~ Bernatzik for six days when Eernatzik organized a hunting trip and 
mvtted the men to join him. Bernatzik had never been to nor had he 
seen the "home" of the Yumbri. Appendix II at the end of thi:J report 
con~ains a list of Yumbri words as gathered by Bernatzik with their 
eqUivalents in Mrabri. 
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On the musical side the Mrabri informed us that they have three 

different types of songs or chants. They are the Soh ('11~). the Malam 
( 

0 "1 0 

lJ~n1111mnwm) and the Surabot ( '!HJ'I'l ). The Soh, even though the 

word is of Thai Yuan origin, the tunes of the Mrabri's songs are entirely 
different from the tunes of the popular Soh of Nan and Chiengmai. The 

Malam could be detected to have a close relationship with the Moh 

Lam of Laos and North East 'rhailand, but there are still some diiferences 

which differentiate them. The Surabot is very much like the old Chieng­
mai Choi ( ~~1ll~tH111~lU11tll ). It was most remarkable to see and to 

hear the Mrabri sing. Undoubtedly of many songs or chants performed 
before us the wordings or themes were composed extemporaneously in 

good Thai Yuan lyrics. More surprising still was to hear the following 

words in the songs: Nai Amphur (District Chief), the police and the 
soldiers, when the Mrabri themselves had never had any close contact with 

the villagers except those who lived near the edge of the jungles. 
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keik 
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mong 
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wall 
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tiib-oob 
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kehleh 
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two 
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four 

lhc 
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nine 
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ltl.l li'l 

., 
I Ill 

.. 
IHJ 

pach 
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paeh 
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sib-sam 

sao 
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sib-cd 

sib-song 

sib-sam 

sao 

ll1fJ 

.1.1 r! 
1UfJ1 

liW~ 

111 

!lfl 

u tl~1 

" 1!11 

.. 
"ffU 

"" rJ 
"fflJltl'n 

'll11 

Khamu Muang Sai 
1 "'~ 'I 'll1\1~l)J'i)~ 'll 

muei 
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pch 

ha 

rok 
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paed 

kao 

sib 

sib-eel 

lJ"lfJ 

lhi 

Hl 
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ffU 
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muei 

!a-a 

la-oi 

pon 
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pool 
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teem 

kel 

1 
'UlllJI') 

kelmuei 

m::tJ1 

lfll'l 

lflCllJl!l 

La wa Boh Luang 
~ 1 

t"lltUtl\1!"11\1 

I 

I 
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pa-crng I 
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laeh 
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kua 

kua-lateh 
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EnKlisi 
o~nqll 

to ~o-up 

ogodown 

to ~:Jt 

to laugh 

to cry 

to fear 

10 spcilk 

to sleep 

tu wake 

to know 

to under· 
stand 

to listen 

to look 

to heJr 

to t1it 

to lie down 

to stand 

to walk 

to run 

'11,ai 
h111 

i'Hl • 
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llllU 
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'H 

togo hi 

\1r;ahri .. 
m~ 111 

klHill 

) ool 

l•nl 

krau 

It: I'll 

Wlll 

;tpiih 

mcnl 
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ugooh 

nun 

ta ylin 

syak 
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IHl\1 
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!ltlh1 

\11flllliH1t'-

1nlU 
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lUlU 
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'I>n S.tgatl 
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koll 

JUU 

kiah 

yt:l'll\ 

liak 

uoh 

tch 

loh 

J<llll 

khaojai 

ngui 

ngcng 

kuih 

kuuci 

ruh 
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lflllt 

'II 
!I • 

l'r1t 
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kroh 

jool 

pong 

said 

hi am 

kro 

sin 

OUt: I 

roh-ouci 

hoo 

khaojai 

fung 

Ul 

mcicja-o 

prcrd 

ouci 

roh 

teo 
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t)'lU 
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joo 

pong 

kiah 

ncrm 

liak 

ok 
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rerh 

jool 

perh 

kras 

yam 

ngoh 

lot 

sih 
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ncrng 
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nUam 

kamnaeng 

yaeng 

mcdch 
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tar 
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som 
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ni:iah 
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hot 
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bitter 
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sang 
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tUh 
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kacb 
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I ern 
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pat 
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j6ng 

anteh 

wah 

nach 

siam 

kratoing 

oh 
naeh 

11~ 

:I 
I fHJ9l 

( 
lft::11' 

II 'Ht 

sa-Um' 

prih 

tangang 

jang 

laeh 

!eng 

terd 

dah 

sangat 

dohleng 

dohtacm 

woh 

peel 

laem 

miil 

ltib 

ped 

lin:: 

IM 

ff::~lU 

lfll::llfltl 

rl 
IU~ 

Ll!'llJ 

la-ak ntin 

hrong 

kwad 

sa-eo 

praik 

sangkih 

tae 

song 

rah 

!ling 

ngiang 

dai 

san gin 

kaluang 

kasaik 

wua 

kaeb 

pek 

moom 

!om 

taeo 

ili'~ 
.. 

fftl!lU1 

~ ,( 
IViHl 

flt!'I'H 

~ ,( 
flt l'lifl 

'I 
I 'l!l 

llfllJ 

l'r'lfl 

lJIJ • 
l'l'illl 

.. 
11m 

hrerng 

so 

hatao 
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Tin Namvoh 

I~~ 
'lha1 '\11ah1 i Tin S;t!!<~d Tin Ban Toei Khamu Muang Sai Khamed 
hHl "' Clfiq\1 llHU1 

-I t 
I, we '.i\.1, ,w, ,, '\ (~Ill lnH . m.ad• 

l 
you UHJ, ll HI IIU~ H 

bt,sbe. it 111, )l\J -~ 
I 
I ""'" 

1 1. For Thin or Klu),pbtd l.amguage 
Nai Man l.ohp•ai 
Village Sc1. 13, Tiimhul Pw1, 

I Arnbhu.r Pua 
Clumgvild ~A:S. 

!. For Kha.mn I •. nnguage 
Nai Tin Kcc;priillJCrt 
Doi Sutcp 
Clmngv >ul C IllES c ; !\I :\ I 

, 3, For Rbam&d l,a.ngun.ge 

Nai See 
LertHro!l Rt$:!<Uir•mt 

Tbannh1i Rlli1d, 
Chllngvad CHIENGHAI. 

Cl'll 

Ill :I 

<ISO 

~ t: ; 
tHlU10!1 

. ' 

nutnm¥1 .:,. " + mammtu 1 "' i 'IJ111l.!llJ'el~ "ll 
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'IJ1llHl 

I .. 
mu 6h ern or w 

'iHl 

m rna me llJ mi 

O~'l.lO a so no paeh 

SOUROES OF INFORMATIONS 

\110~\l nrinhttn1J ( '1111'11~ I~M1'1f) 
lllHHIUIH~1l'i . 
iH1 ri'II~U~hnl. 

\ntlfft ( 'tl11'11l)Jtl) 
.. "' 

'n\ltl'll111 I nf'fHT 

nU\111\IHftJ 

4. For Mon of Ban Nongdoo, Ambhur Pasang, 
Ohangvad Lampoon. 

Nai Amnuey Pratibtong 
Ban Tha-Nongdoo, Tambol Ban-Ruang, 
Ambhur Pasang, Changvad LAMPOON. 

5. For Lawa of Ban Bob Luang, Ambhur Hod, 
Ohangvad Obiengmai. 

Nai Sukh Kamtha 
Ban Boh Luang 
Village No. 8 Tambol Boh Luang 
Ambhur Ifod, 
Changvad CHIENGMAI. 

La wa Boh Luang 
~ 1 

'l'ltlJ'1l11rt1~ 

ai 

paik 

pui 

Sl t I 
1J 1'Ui11\11JM~ 

" 'ellU 

1iJ~ 
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Mon Nongdoo 
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uadoik 

i'iia 

daeh 
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'1111HllJ11HH:l\J '1l1lfl'1llJ1"1fH 
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0 1 
'1111Jft1J'!l11ft'H 

~11flil!l''el11 
'li~\1{'11l~U~!11~. 
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(iEf\~L\N 

Augc 

Ohr 

Kopf 

&:hiidcl 

Zahn 

1\rm 

II and 

Finger 

Da IIlli ell 

Zcigdinger 

!Vlittdlingcr 

HiHJdingt·r 

llO:iC 

eye 

ear 

head 

skull 

[(XJth 

arm 

lwnd 

linger 
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'Yinlo . 
!lHl 

I 

HMHbacb 
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tilt 
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boh 
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Vagina 

IIaut 

Knochw 

Illut 

Vicrfiisslcr 

I lund 
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Fell 

Vogd 

Ei 

ma mma 1 

dog 
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Eidcchsc 

liHh 
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Morgen 

Mittag 

Abend 
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fint'tcr) 
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Nonlwcst 

Nordost 
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Bcil 

Beilldinf!:C 

Bcilschaft 

Schnur 

Korb 

Leicht :r.u tun 

Kamin 

Speer 

Speer mit 
Hol:r.spitzc 

Sp(;er mit 
KrHH.:hen 
spitzc 

Bogen 

Schild flir den 
Speer kampf 

Jagd 

ENtil.ISII 

small axe 

axe blade 

axe handle 

rope 

basket 

easily made 

chimney 

spear 

lance 

1Hllle-tip H(ll.:ar 

bow 

Shidd 

hunt 

Jagtl mit Spct:r hunt with spear 

Grabstock 

Hacke 

Erntc 
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Arzncimittcl 
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Jung 

Kalt 

Trockcn 

Krnnk 
( Schmcrzcn 

habcn) 

Tot 

Blind 

Taub 

Stumm 

Lahm 

Schwangcr 

Gut 

Schlecht 

Weiss 

Schwarz 

Gcstcm 

Morgen 

Rcchts 

Links 

Ja 

you11g 

cool 

hot 

dry 

Wtl 

ill (in pain) 

dt·ad 

hliutl 

deaf 

dumb 

lame 

good 
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hhtck 

yestt:nlay 
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no 

breath 
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( ;il1wen 

Gchcn 

( ;eh1iren 
( werfcn) 

He hen 

IIaucu 

I Iungem 

I Ius ten 

Kaucn 

Ladwn 

He ben 

Licbrn 

Niesen 

Pisscn 

Pfeifcn 
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tn h11m 
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to cat 

to tl(' glall 
(w smile) 

to ht.~ ~an·d 

to yawn 

to givt: 

to ~~ire birth 

tn put down? 
to sit down 

til hit 

to he hungry 

to t·ough 

to ch<:w 
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to laugh 

to lift 
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to sneeze 

to urinate 

to whistle 
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jnun 

hrrk 

Jt'l'll 

wal 
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tamMAN 

Red en 

Ricchcn 

Rufcn 

Sitzcn 

Sich sctzcn 

Singcn 

Schlafcn 

&hlagl~ll 

&hll'ifen 

Schnardwn 

Stelwn 

Trauern 

Trinlwn 

Wcinen 

W crfen 

Zichcn 

Vorwart~ 

EN< iLlS! I 

to Hprak 

to smdl 

to call 

to sit 

to Hit down 

to sing 

to sleep 

to beat 

to poli~b 

to snore 

to stand 

to lliOIIl"ll 
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