RICE AND RELIGION
a study of Old Mon-Khmer evolution and culture.
by

Professor Gordon H. Luce

A year ago, when we had the privilege of showing Their High-
nesses, Prince Dhani Nivat and his sister, around Pagén, His Highness
suggested that we should come and tell the same story to the members
of the Siam Society. I need hardly say that we were delighted at
the prospect; and look forward, not only to talking about Burma, its
art and history, but also to hearing from you about the art and his-
tory of your great land. Already we have some idea of the great
debt which Burma owes to Siam; it seems likely that that debt is
greater than what either Thai scholars or Burmese are afit to recognize
or claim.

One cannot talk intelligently about Pagéan, the first Burmese
Capital ( 11th-13th Cent. A.D. ), without first mentioning Sii Ksetra
or Old Prome, the earlier Pyu capital ( 7th-8th Cent. ). One cannot
talk intelligently about §ri Ksetra without first mentioning Dvaravati,
the contemporary or rather older Mon kingdom of Siam. In 1912
Finot, the great French scholar and founder of the feole Francaise
d’Extréme--Orient, while editing some of the earliest Pali inscriptions
of 8t Ksetra, commented as follows ( I translate from the French):!

“This coastal region™ ( Prome to Pegu ) * professed Theravada
(Buddhism ) 6 or 7 hundred years before it first appeared on the
banks of the Lower Mekhong. It is not impossible that Siam bor-
rowed it from Pegu, and then transmitted it to its eastern neighbours;
and thus the inscriptions of Maunggan and Homawza” (i.e. &ri Ksetra)
“were indirectly the first ancestors of the modern Buddhism of
Camboja.”

1. Jouwrnal Asiatique, t. XX. juillet-aot 1912, pp. 122-136; “Un Nouveau Document
sur le Bouddhisme Birman”. The passage quoted is on p; 136,
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I doubt il he would put it quite like this, hid he been alive to-
day. Thanks to his own labours, and those of M. George Coedés® and
other scholars of the French School, thanks to the Siam Society, and
thanks finally to the solid work of the lute-lamented Dr. Dupont,” we
know much more now about the date, religion and art of DvEravati,
My own work ( mainly on the lunguuges and inscriptions ) leads me,
quite definitely, to the view that yewr country, rather than Burma,
was the main radiating centre; and that we owe chiefly to Dvaravati,
not only the Burmese type of Indian script, but also the first model
of Theravida Buddhism, which ultimately triumphed in Burma, and
on which much of our later civilizition has been based.  This happy
early period, not of war, but of mutual influence, intimacy, and
friendship, led cach country to its first efflorescence of Buddhist art,
and to a brave demonstration ol a new society, guided and governed
by the Dhamma,

RICE. And this is the subject of my paper.  In trying to con-
vince you of the fuct, I hope also to give some glimpses of the vast
field involved: not only our two countries, but aulmost the whole of
Further India, and a large part of India besides.

Then let us start with RICE..

In itself, it still has the nature of a Religion among the
Austric-speaking hill-tribes of South-East Asia.  1n 1954 M. and Minc.
Proux devoted a book of 134 pages to “The Soul of Rice ™, 1 dme
du Riz,* worshipped by the matriarchal RHADE of the Darlac
plateau in the Annamite Chain.  An [ndonesian people, akin to the
Cham, the Rhadé still number about 80,000, * The staff of life at
Darlac is an excellent mountain-rice. ... .... Rice is the essential
food. Rice comes from the Gods., Rice is God.” (p. 144).

2. 8ee especially Recendl des Inscriptions du Sium.  Yme Partic : Inseriptions de

Dvitravati, de grhré/‘uyu et de Lawvo, { nd Ed., Siam Society 1961, Edited and
translated by . Coedds,

3. L’Archiologie Mone de DuoGravati par Pierre Dupont, 2 vols, Text and Plates
(published by the Teole Frangaise d'Extréme~Orient, 1956).

4 L'Ame du Riz par Albert Maurice et Georges Marie Proux (B.8..1., N.S,, Nos.
2-3, 9154 ),
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In his book on the 1LAMET of Northern Laos, the Swedish
scholar, Mr. K.G. Izikowitz, has also much to say about the Soul of
Rice.” The Lamet are said to number less than 6,000. They live
close to the borders, both of Burma and of Thailand. They talk a
Mon-Khmer language of the Northern Group, closest to Khdmuk.
“Rice” says the author, * posseses a Soul, kpi, just as a human being
does. ...If the soul of rice escapes. . .famine will follow. ...1t is
a very ethereal thing which can easily vanish into other parts.
Therefore it must be led and enticed on to the right path, and when
it once is got hold of it must be fastened with stones, exactly as a
human being is fastened to the grave. ...No other plant has kipi.
It is reserved only for human beings and rice.” ( pp., 243-4.)

Now it is easy to smile at such curious superstitions, but they
deserve rather our respect. They are the first steps of a primitive
people on the road to civilization: the first attempt to take stock of
life, and give it a meaning and a purpose. They open the door to
philosophy, religion, literature and art. They are a result of the
first growing of Rice, or perhaps irrigated Rice—one of the great
economic discoveries in the history of humanity. Irrigated Rice is
the prime product of South-East Asia. It is our first contribution to
civilization.

What do the botanists tell us about the origins of Rice.-I quote
the following from the article on ORYZA in LH. Burkill’s Dictionary
of the Economic Products of the Malay Peninsula (Vol. II, p. 1592
follg. ). '

“The genus is most strongly developed in a wild state in
Africa, but it must have been in Asia that the cultivated rice had its
remotest origin.” (p. 1592). ...*“Man can have invented the wet
rice-field only after he had long grown rice as ...a dry-land crop.
The parts of the world, therefore, where it is so grown, taken
together with the physiological requirements of the parents, indicate
within what rather wide limits wet-rice cultivation must have arisen.
The Asiatic species which have been pointed out as parents O. fatua

5. Lamet, Fill Peasants in French Indochina by Karl Gustav Izikowitz ( Goteborg,
1951). See especially pp. 243-247.

y
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and O. minuta-~oceurs in moist places from the Fastern Himalaya to
Ceylon and from the southernmost edge of China through Burmi and
Indo-China to Java, Borneo, and the Philippine Islands: and where
they grew, dry-land cultivition is practised. Tt would be within
these limits that the first wet-rice cultivation was undertaken™
( p. 1595).

Compare this with Dr. C. O. Blugden's memorable words about
the Sakai of the Malay Peninsula  He is disproving. mainly on
linguistic grounds, the old view that they owe their plunting of rice
to Malay influence :--

“The true inference, in my opinion, is that, like many of the
ruder Mon-Khmer tribes, some of the wild tribes of the Peninsula
have from time immemorial planted rice in therr jungle-clearings.
But they have never mude the great advance to planting in irriguble
swamp-land: that, in South-Fust Asig, is the Rubicon which a i
barous tribe must cross before it can fulfil the conditions precedent
to real civilization, first in the material sense, and ultimately in its
social, moral, intellectual, and other comotations ™ ( pp. +31-2).

That Rubicon was certainly crossed, at an carly date, by the
more advanced Mon-Khmer speaking peoples north of the Malay
Peninsula.  But at what date .

In treating of such ancient peoples as the speakers of Mon-
Khmer, it is important to distinguish Race and Language.  The oldest
known people who have passed through Burma and (1 imagine) Siam
(generally from north to south), are thought to have been in race
Negrito, their present-day descendants being the inhabitants of the
Andaman islands, and, on the mainland, the SEMANG of the Thai~
land/Malayan border, south of the isthmus of Kra.  Little orno Mon-
Khmer influence has yet been traced in Anduman languages; 80 We
assume that they reached their istands before the coming of the Mons.
Nor is there clear evidence of common origin between Andamanese
and Semang languages.” The Semang Negritoes are the later comers.

6. Pagan Races of the Malay Peninsula by W.W. Skt and .0), Dlagden, 2 vols.
(1906 London, Macinillan).  See Vol. 11, pp. 1512,

7. “Their relationship must be considered as hypothetical.  The structures and
grammars of the languages at the present duy ure quite dilferent ™ ¢ Blagden, ¢p.
¢it, Vol. I, p. 463).



RICE AND RELIGION 143

Though not basically Mon-Khmer, the Semang dialects arc so deeply
penctrated with Austric vocabulary, that they must have lived for a
long time, in Burma and/or Siam, in close contact with Mon-Khmer
speakers.

These last were presumably the SAKAI tribes, who now live
on the higher central parts of the Peninsula, between the Kra Isthmus
and Malacca, Sakai speakers are of mixed race: some look more
than half Negrito; others might be taken for Mongoloid; but in the
main they are classed as Australoid. Apart from a very few pre-
Mon-Khufer survivals, such as the older names for the numerals 1, 2
and 3, the purer Sakai dialects are shown by Dr. Blagden to be
thoroughly Mon-Khmer, although in race the speakers are clearly
different from, and older than, the Mons of Burma and Siam today.

A new and conquering set of numerals, 1 to 10, with a much
less primitive vocabulary, was brought in later by new waves of Mon-
Khmer speakers, who spread, quite rapidly, over an enormous area-
from the China Sea to Central India. These 4 specimen Charts
(Chart [-74 words ) - show two main lines of diffusion:

I A and B, radiating South-West from Tongking, as far as the
Nicobars.

[ A and B cont., the same words reaching far to the West
through the Northern Group ( WA-RIANG-PALAUNG ), reappearing
in KHASI south of the Brahmaputra in Assam, and finally in the
MUNDA languages of India# These scattered Munda languages, now
spoken south of the Ganges valley, reach west as far as KURKU
in Central India, and south as far as SAVARA and GADABA north
of Madras. Munda languages have subsequently been greatly changed
by Indo-Aryan influence in the north, and Dravidian influence in the
south; but their primitive Mon-Khmer basis is still in certain evidence.
Similarly the Mon-Khmer basis of Tonking Annamite is still plain,
though now largely submerged by the Southern YUEH (VIETNAM)
conquest of ‘the Tongking plain, once the home of Austro-asiatic
speech.

8. See George Grierson, Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. IV (pp. 239 ff.), “ Munda
Languages ”.
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How did this extraordinary diffusion come about.? .. The only
likely, or even possible, explanation seems to he RICE.  South-East
Asia is the homeland of Wet-Rice cultivation.  Dr. Blagden has shown
from their vocabularies that while the Semany tribes were mainly
hunters and lood-gatherers, the Sukai made the first advance to the
growing of hill-rice-petty ‘taungya ™ cultivation, as we call it in Bur-
mese.  The main, enormous advance came later, with the growing of
wet rice in well-watered, monsoon, level, delta areas.  This led inevi-
tably to a great explosion of population, and consequent migration to
other deltas, where wet-rice could also be grown., Tt was this, then,
which led the Mon-Khmer (or Mon-Annam, to use the older term)
pioneers of Tongking, under pressure of numbers, to found new rice-
growing centres near the mouths of the Mekhong ( Cochin-China ), the
Menam (now Thailand ), and the Trawady (RImafitadesa ),

Meantime, we may assume, there was constant pressure on the
Tongking plain from east and north-east.  Hereabouts was the original
home of Malayan peoples, whose Indonesian languages ave distantly
related to Mon-Khmer.y Perhaps under double pressure the YUEH
(VIET) of Kuangtung, and the Mon-Khmers of Tongking took tothe
sea; and like the Vikings of the North, became pirates, Vikings
of the South, infesting the islands and the coast of South-East Asia.
Their main coastal range was from Tongking to the mouth of the
Irawady, their island range from beyond Fiji to Madagascar.

The Tongking plain was finally overrun by the Fiée, and this
led to mass migration, or a rapid drift, by the Wet Rice cultivators,
in search of new rice-fields, Where were they to go? .- The other
Deltas were crowded. Many of the weaker tribes clustered, and still
cluster, round the few rice-plains of the interior-Kéng-tung, Inlé, etc.
(see Chart IV), But the majority went, up the Red River, into
Yinnan and beyond.

Davies in 1909 ( Yiinnan, pp. 311, 316) said that “The principal
crop of Yunnan is rice,” but there is never enou,gh for c;xport hm

9. Mr. P. K Benedict connects them ulso wnh lhm A }m nrn(h» ‘o Ihul I\.xd.u,
and Indonesian : a new alignment in Southeastern Asia” (American Anthropolo:
gist, N.S. 44, 1942, pp. 576-601 ).
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Ch’o in 863 A.D. ( Man-shu, Ch. VII) mentions rice as only one among
several Yunnan crops--hemp, glutinous millet, panicled millet, barley,
ete. In 2000 B.C., I doubt if much except hill-rice was grown on the
cold, high plateau of Central Yiinnan. It was then very likely peopled
by the Northern Mon-Khmers, WA-RIANG-PALAUNG, speaking
cognate but different languages.

Perhaps the Tongking rice-growers had heard of the plains of
N.E. India. In India Rice is never mentioned in the Rigveda. It
first occurs in the Atharvaveda. The word is Vriki, from which Greek
6ruza and English ‘Rice’ are thought to derive. The word Vrika
occurs in a Khmer inscription of 1003 A.D., perhaps in the general
sense of ‘grain’; and Coedés cites, as possibly connected, the Jaray
word for Rice, breh,10

The Tongking emigrants, escaping west, seem to have followed
the course of the Red River to its source, S. of Ta-li; descended thence
to the Trawady swamps near Myitkyina; crossed the Chindwin and the
range N. of Manipur; and so reached their next centre, KFASI, in the
plains of East Assam. But the main body moved on to the vaster
Ganges plain, where they multiplied exceedingly.  But in the Ist
millenium B.C., the Aryan penetration of the middle and lower Ganges
valley must have steadily driven the MUNDAS south of the river,
into the hills of Central and Eastern India; while soon after, the Mikir
Naga and Tibeto-Burman invasions in the northeast, drove the Khasis
south of the Brahmaputra, into the Khasi Hills W. of Manipur, where
they still survive.  After all their losses, in the 1921 Census, Khasi
speakers still numbered over 200,000, and Munda speakers nearly four
million., In Burma, the total of Mon-Palaung-Riang-Wa speakers was
then barely 350,000.

For centuries before and after the time of Christ, the Malayan
Vikings of the South maintained a series of footholds along our coasts.
Their main centres and settlements were in Champa and Sumatra.
Perhaps owing to the dearth of islands at the head of the Gulf of Siam,
they were less of a menace to you than they were to us; and that is
why Mon Buddhist culture flourished earlier in Dvaravati than it did

10, See Inscriptions du Cambodge, Vol. 11, p. 113, n., 2.
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in Burma. Our coastal people lived in terror of their sadden raids
from the sea, and called them Relsasa, * Cannibal Demons®. When
the first Buddhist theras Sopa and Utlara were sent, in 2533 B.C. (),
after the 3rd Buddhist Council, to Suvannabhiing 11 they arrived just
when a raid of the Raksasa was in progress. The nume Sueanyabhifimi
has an old application in Burma to the regivn around Mt Kelagsa, 12
Burma’s Gibraltar, some 30 miles N, ol Thatan. Along this coast
one can still see old fortresses, with treble walls and meats, guarding
the entrances o rivers.!  The first name of Thaton, as given in Bur-
ma’s oldest Mon inscriptions, was Raksapura, “City of the Demons™, 14
It was perhaps only in the [0th or carly thf ent. that Hows renamed
Sudhamma, * City of the Good Law™, T Laree island opposite
Moulmein is still called *Bilugyvun®, l.ﬁ)cmun Paland, The MAWKEN
sea-gypsics, the SELUNG (SALON) of the Merpui Archipelago, who
speak a Malayan Tanguage, ave relics of the old Roksusas, still cling-
ing Lo the southernmost fringe of Burma,

In the Old Mon language ol Burma there is no tick of Malayan
words (nol onty Malay ), some going buck, it scems, to the common
origin oi i’mlh suh fmmllum uthch probably due to anvient ’\hhyan

1, l'|r=t mentions of tlw missing oecar it the Padi Cliness Josof o ew:‘um thie i cent.

Diepaearse UV T2y e the Gl et Mafoarmonn 05T 305100,

2 The Bonmese ing Kyansittha probiahle segaaded 3 Bebea e the et ome of
Paddhinm in Burmac: for be foft s O3 Moy ineeriptinns in te neiphidomrhond,
Lt dated 1008 AT One, the Ayetthida stone st the Jur e of the namiaing is
now in Rungoon University Library Ceee Bpdo, Fiem, 1L Baosrs VoL AR, the
ceti of Kyik Talan ). T other b st i site e Kyaik To pagnada, 5 omides ML
of Tannpaun Gee frser. of Burma, Portdolin VPG A9, 145, he prasadaoof the
sreat velic of Satdh )0 Inothee Vith century Unern Pafii Thilw € Shin Sawbu)
and “*her own son ReowGed i pati (Ol aliy ve nirt-ti the pagethn of the Hair
relics ut the top of e mountain,  The king™s Mibie Mo insaiption, broken hut
stitl 2n sitee s dated 14856 Gt has not bean ediedi, hl V7, in his Pega Kalyini
inscription, he has left a detailed account of the mis=ion and the site; see Tiaw Sein
Ko, Indian Autiquary (1893, Bombay reprint ) - the Pali st G0, Blagden,
Epig. Birm, 1L, 11, p. 185 — the Mon text,

I3, eg. Muthin, at the mouth of Bilin River.
4. See Inscrs. of Burma, Portfolic 1V, Plages 9684, 3501 (upper inser), 43 {lower
inscr.). Date o 1050 ALD.
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settlements along our coast. Doubtless the pirates conscribed the
local aborigines, such as the Semang Negritoes, and the few coastal
Sukai tribes, such as the Besisi of Malacca, who, in turn, contributed
not a few words to Old Mon which are hardly found elsewhere in
Mon-Khmer.  These ancient Malayan pirates, whatever the Mons
may have called them, were not savages. In some ways they were mare
than a match for the Mon-Khmers.  They gave many of the peoples
of S.E. Asia their words for metuls,--gold, silver and iron; also for
shipping. Their prowess as early navigators is second to none in the
history of the world.  Curiously enough, they seem to have ignored
the Nicobarese, who lived so near Sumatra. The languages of the
Nicobars are not Malayan, but Mon-Khmer—all ancient and peculiar
varieties. They are the only Austroasiatic languages spoken on the
islands.

My analysis of Old Mon vocabulary (mostly taken from our
I1th—12th century inscriptions ) shows a large number of borrowings
from Indo-Aryan: the older forms taken from Sanskrit rather than
Pali.  But Old Mon never sinks to the level of a secondary language,
as Khmer does in the pre-Angkor inscriptions of Camboja, where the
Khmer passages are mostly confined to lists of slaves, lands, and ob-
jects dedicated.  The true Mon vocabulary in our inscriptions shows
several strands of origin.  Of the 153 words listed in these Charts, not
counting the more dubious cases, I reckon that half (nos. 1to 74) are
widespread or almost universal.  Over 60 occur in Khasi; over 40 in
Munda. In Vietnamese perhaps 50 survive. In Khmer over 100, in-
cluding 50 found in pre-Angkor inscriptions (600-800 A.D.). In the
Annamite Chain practically all the words in Charts I and 1T are found
(Nos. 1 to 117): but hardly any in Chart I1J,

The oldest strand in Mon includes words shared only with the
South—with Sakai, Besisi, Semang, the Nicobars, and sometimes
Khmer; they are not found, so far as I know. in the Annamite Chain.
Then there are a lot of common words of varying antiquity (e.g.
smint “king®) which seem to be confined to Mon or Burma Mon.
Closest to Old Mon—rather closer than Khmer—are the central dia-
lects of the Annamite Chain—BAHNAR-—SRﬁ—BIAT, etc, Their
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words not common to the South show o marked advance i culture
beyond the Semang/Sukai level,  Their Hoe of contact with Burma
must have crossed the heart of Further India,  When one compares
the carly megalithic stone urns of the Plaine des Jwores, Luos b with
the 7th—8th century inscribed stone urnx of the Pyu kings ot §ri Ksetra,
this confirms the linguistic evidence, numely that ancient cultural in-
fuences crossed the S.E. Asian peninsuda from Bast 1o West, as well
as from North to South,  This is also showr in Chart IV by the thick
cluster of dialects still extant today, areund Kéngtuny, Inlé, and other
frrigated rice-plains in the heart of Further India. Chart TIT shows a
North and South strand, more or less independent of the East, North-
west of Bahnar, we make a short jump to TENG and KILIMUK -eas-
tern outliers of the Northern Group.,  #hen the first exodus to India
had passed, this distinct Northern Group, no doubt under pressure
from the north, descended from the Yiinnan platean to the Shan States,
This often caused a break in the links between the Annamite Chain
and India.  Thus the older words for Eye, Water, Tiger, House, etc,
hardly oceur in the Northern Group; but they reappear in Khasi
or Munda. Another notable fact is that the older languages to
the South have practically nothing in common with Chinese or
Tibeto-Burman, and little, T think, in common with Dai languages,
though here there may be exceplions.  The only word 1 know
in Old Mon common to Sino-Burman, is the word for Elephant
0. Mon o
~¢if, chaiy hsiang { O. Burm. gOf, . a word contined to the
L(ﬁ). Chincse 8.
northernmost Mon-Khmer languages,

This Mon-Khmer eclement, 1 suggest, is at the root of much of
our civilization. In return {or RICE, India gave us BUDDHISM.
The mission of Sona and Uttara may have had only temporary suc-
cess.  But from the latter half of the 1st Cent. A.D. other missiona-
ries, Brahmanical but also Buddhist, began to arrive from all parts of
India.

15, See Madeleine Colani, Mégalithes die Haut-Laos, 2 vols, 180:5, publ, by the Ecole
Frangaise d’Extréme-Qrient, Paris,
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To conclude the subject of Mon-Khmer, may I give a brief
summary of the earliest Mon inscriptions.—

(i) Much the oldest Mon writing comes from Dvaravati king-
dom, which, according Chinese accounts, was at its height in the 7th
century A.D. In 1952, at Vat P’o Rang in the P’ra Pathom group,
Nagara Pathama, a stone fragment with two different inscribed faces
was found. In editing it, Coedés describes the script as “identical
with that of the oldest inscriptions of Camboja: it points to the begin-
ning of the 7th century, perhaps even the end of the 7th. The language
is unquestionably Mon.”’16 The subject is Buddhist. The writing,
though fragmentary, is clear. 16 or 17 words are about all that are
legible. Nearly all are common to 11th Cent. Burma Mon; and the
spellings are almost identical,

(ii) The next important Mon inscription (really 4 short Bud-
dhist dedications) has been often edited.l?” It is on the octagonal
pillar from Vat Sil Stn at Lopburi, now at the National Library,
Bangkok. Apart from proper names, it contains only about 24 different
Mon words. The writing is continuous and fairly legible. In 1925
Coedés dated it palacographically < not earlier than the middle of the
8th Century”. — Round about 1000 A.D. this Theravada Buddhist
kingdom of Dviravati fell into the hands of the Khmer rulers of
Angkor.

(iii) The earliest Mon inscriptions of Burma, not yet edited
in print, come from Thatdn, and Kawgun Cave on the Salween, 30
miles N. of Moulmein.18 They date probably from the middle of the
11th Century, shortly before Aniruddha’s capture of Thatdn (c. 1057

16. See Cinguantenaire de la fondation de I Ezole Frangaise d’Batréme-Orient.
Stance du 21 mars 1952, pp. 27-31. See also G. Coedds, Recueil des Inscriptions
du Siam., Part1l, Inscriptions de Dvaravati, 2nd Ed., Siam Society, 1961, Planche
XVIIIL.

17. See Coedts, BE.F.E.O., t. XXV, 1925, pp, 106-8. Recueil des Inscriptions du
Siam, Part 11, 1st Ed. 1929, pp. 17-19 ( French text), and Planches I (left side)
and XIII Inscr. XVIII); 2nd Ed. 1961, XVIII, pp. 7-9 (French text), and
Planches IIT, IV. R. Halliday, “Les Inscriptions Mén du Siam ™, B.E.F.O.E.
t. XXX, 1930, pp. 8185, and P1. VIIL.

18, See Inscriptions of Burima, Portfolio IV, Plates 358-360.
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AD.). They are Buddhist; and one of them is partly written in
high—flown poetical style.

(iv) The bull of the Burma stone inseriptions belong to the
reign of Kyanzittha (10841113 AD) with a few muore extending
before and afler, down to about the middle of the 12th Century, Most
of them huave been edited by Dr. Blagden in Epigraphia Birmanica 19
But many short glosses, especially below {rescoes and on terrucottus
and votive tablets, remain to be published.  With the accession of
Coanisii 11 ( Narapatisithu, 1174 A.D.) the period of Old Mon writings
in Burma abruptly ends.

(v) For the final stage of Old Mon, we return to Siam--the 7
inscriptions of Iari puiijaya, Lamphun, some 20 miles south of Chieng
Mai.  Six have been edited in the Bulletin of the French Schoolv
Their dates appear to fall within the first half of the 13th Century.
Haripufijaya finally fell to Mingrai and the Thui, ¢. 1290 AD,

The stages of Old Mon orthography, as shown on this Table,
cover i period of six hundred yeurs; and even the carliest shows no
signs of immaturity. The inscriptions come from four distinet King-
doms: Dvaravatt, Thatdn, Pugin and Haripufijuya.  Bvidence is
perhaps meagre: but from what there is, one must, 1 think, conclude
that there is remarkable aniformity, pointing to a strong literary
tradition and a common source at the beginning,  And the linguistic
Charts prove the high antiquity and stability of much of this Mon-

Epiy. Birm. Vol. [, Part 1, 1019, ppve S5 ta the Mon fuees of thie so-ealled
* Myazedi Inscription ” - reably the Myinkala Kabglegy ineriptions of Rija-
leumdr, e 113 A Blugden’s pioneer readinggs of there faces the basis of all
subsequent work on this old languige are piven in the Jowrnal of the Roval
Asiatic Speiety 1909, pp. 101752, and 1610, ppe TRt Fpdg Birme Vol I,
Part ITC1920 ) and Vob. TT, Piart 1 01923 ) are devoted msinly to Kxranzittha's
inscriptions.  Kpig. Birm, Vol 11 (2 parts ), 10221 edived by C. Diaroiselle, deals
with the upper terracotta plagues on the Ananda temple, Pagan (e 1105 AD),
with their Mon glosses illustrating the Mahanipiita Jitaka.  For other plates of
Old Mon inscriptions, sce Tnsers. of Burma, Portfolios 11 Plates 300, 301 1V,
362; V, 548b to 554.

20, BEFEO. t XXV 1925, pp. 189-195 and Pls, XVIIT 10 XXVII (Coeds); ibid.
t- XXX 1930, pp. 86-105 (Halliday).
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Khmer vocabulary, extending (rom the China Sea to the Malay Penin-
sula and Central India, The beautiful script of Sabbidhisiddhi’s
inscriptions at Huvipufijuya, clearly derives in the main from that of
Hthto 12th Century Burma.  But that of Burma probably derives
from that of 7th Cenwury Dviravati. It is very different from the 7th
Century Pyu seript of St Ksatra. The 8th-9th Century Pyu ( of Halin?),
according to the New Tang History,2l claimed suzerainty over the
Lower Burma Mons.  Perhaps this was an idle or outdated claim.
Anyhow, in the 7th Century, the western boundary of Dvaravati is
said in the Old 1"anrr History to have been the ocean.22 If so, it
reached the Gulf of Muartaban. M. Coedés and Dr. Dupont have
shown the rcmurkuhlc extent and uniformity of this Theravada Bud-
dhist kingdom. If the excavations at SiT Ksetra prove, as it seems,
that the Pyu, with their use of the radiating arch, were the better
architeets, the Mons always appear to have been the better sculptors.
And since not only the Theravada, but also the Mahayana and Brah-
manism were strong at §ri Ksetra, while in Dvaravat? the Theravada
dominated, it seems probable that in religious matters, the latter in-
fluenced the former rather than wice vers@.  The Old Siam religion, no
less than the Old Siam script, ultimately triumphed in Burma.

But the final collapse of this ancient and stable Old Mon literary
culture came with extraordinary suddenness in both countries. In
Lower Siam, after 1000 A.D., it scems to go out like a lamp. In Burma,
after the fall of Pagan, an independent Mon kingdom revived in the
south, from the end of th(, 13th Century. But Mon inscriptions
(* Mnddlu Mon ™ )8 start agum only inthe mlddlc of the 15th Century;

"1 II\m Ly s//u (h. 'L”! (/. Section on l’ ino.

220 Chive-' ange-shie ch. 197, Section on To-ho-lo kingdom.

23, For published Middle Mon inseriptions, see Epig. Birm. Vol 11T, Part I and
Plates (1928) ** The Inscriptions of the Kalyant Sim3, Pegu™'; and Vol. IV, Parts
I and 11 ¢plates), 1934-36, “ The Mediaeval Man Records” — both by Dr.
Blagden. See also the Report of the Superintendent, Archaeological Survey
Burma for the year 1938-39, pp. 22-24 and Plate VII * An Inscription at the site
of the Muficalinda Pagoda Pegu ”* by U Lu Pe Win; ond Bulletin of the School of
Oriental and African Studies, London, 1958, xxi/2, pp. 361-7, “The Kyaikmaraw
Inscriptions **, by H.L. Shorto.
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and then, owing to phonetic breakdown and Burmese infiltrations, it
looks almost like a different language.

Old Mon has a strength and beauty all its own.  Perhaps, as
in Indonesian, the normal word was originally dissyllubic.  When the
first syllable decayed through loss of accent, it wus wonderfully revived
in Old Mon writing to provide an effective Syntax, based on prefix,
infix and reduplication. [t was soon adequate for the gigantic task of
transtating the Tipitaka. But what strikes me most, is its grave beauty
and imaginative range. It was no primitive language struggling to
express thoughts too deep for it.  Even in prose, it is always poetry.
Even the words of the Buddha, translated into Old Mon, lose little in
the process.
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ONE
TWO
THREE
FOUR

FIVE

SIX
SEVEN

EIGHT

NINE

TEN
(multiplicand)

HUNDRED

THOUSAND

OBJECT OF
REVERENCE

BUDDHIST
MONK

LORD

SLAVE

OLD MON ORTHOGRAPHY

LOWER STAM.

’Nagam Pd;hama
c. 600 A.D.

moy

bar

durnpoh

cwas

klam

kyak

‘Lopburi_
c. 775A.D

moy

pi

kyak

..rlla

dek

LOWER BURMA.

Thatdy
c. 1030 A.D.

moy

bar

pi’, pi

pan [1098 A.D.]

msln

turéw
durmpoh
durpobh
[1098 A.D.]

dificam

[1098 A.D.]

cwas

[1098 A.D.]
klam, klamm
Inim, liim
kyak

gur'nm-ir

{turla’, trila’,
itréla’

CENTRAL BURMA.

Pagan
c. 1100 A.D.

moy
bar
pi
pan

mstin, msun,
musun

turow

‘ dur'nboh

dificam

cwas

<lklarh, klarhm,
klam

1nim, nim,

{lﬁirh.
kyak, kyek

gumir

l {tirla’, tarla’,

tirla, tarla

dik, dik.

TABLE A.

UPPER SIAM.

Lamphun
c. 1220 A.D.

moy, moyy
bar |
pt’ pi

pan

musln,

{mgﬁn, msin,
msun, msunn

turow

poh,

durnpoh, dum-
{ dummpoh

dincam

dincit

cwas, cwass,
cawass

klam, klarhm
laim, Inim
kyzk

mir (=to become

a monk)

tarla, trala

dik



LOWER S1AM. LOWER BURMA. CENTHAL BURMA,

UPPER SIAM.
Thaton

oo 1050 ALDL

Pagan
¢ 1100 AD.

Nagara Pathama | Lopburi Lamphun

¢ 1220 AD.

i

I, MY

! |
1‘ e 60U AD. e 7T AL

ey ey ey ey, eyy
PERSON nah  fabh * fiah, fiahh fiah
NAME vame'  imo’ imo' %himo“ simo’,
yamo’
CATTLE jlow jlow jlow
TRUNK, TREE;  tarh tari {1098 AD. tam !
BEGINNING i ;
EARTH ti t i i,
STONE tmo’ tmo’ ’ tmo’
SILVER sraf srafi (1098 A.D.3 {smﬁ, sre; ' srafi, sref
{sean (7)
TIIS awo’ wo' wo' wo' W'
OTHER c-an | c-an, c-en c-An
RELATIVE mun  ma’ ma, mun man, mun, ma
PRONOUN
‘ |
IN dey dey, pdey dey, pdey L dey, deyy
BY, WITH, TO na'  na’ na na’', na
WITH, AND ku’ 'k ko', ku
o MAKE kandarn . kindari, kindam‘i kindam, kandar!
L1098 AD.]
to GIVE AWAY, jun in jan
OFFER i "
to GET go’ go’ go’ go’
. 1 '
" to DWELL | taw tEw taw
CART kwel | kwil, kwil,
' J kwal
CLOTHES glik plik, glik
COCONUT braw | braw (?) braw




