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Amongst all the structures belonging to the past of Bangkok, none has been subjected to 
destruction or indiscriminate alterations as rapidly as its old bridges. This is due to 

the fact that the city's mode of communication and transportation has changed from the 
waterways system to the road system almost entirely. As a result, canals have been filled up 

and bridges flattened down to become mere parts of the roads. Most of the remaining 
bridges were so enlarged or so modified to match the enlarged roads that their original 

proportions and character have been lost. These "necessary changes", combined with a 
lack of understanding and intention to conserve cultural heritage in general , have 

resulted in Bangkok losing some of her valuable treasures irredeemably. 

This book is an attempt to record, by pictures and descriptions, the story of the old bridges 
of Bangkok. The author cannot claim this to be the complete book on the subject. He 

only hopes that it wi II stir up interest in·this part of our artistic and historical heritage 
among the public and administrators alike, and will act as a catalyst for further studies and 

an effort to preserve whatever remains in a more appropriate way before it is too late. 

OLD BRIDGES OF BANGKOK 

Sirichai Narumit 
qq G.l q 

ff ~ 'lHJ lH]:U I'I'H ".i 'lHl n 
THE SIAM SOCIETY 

1977 

" . ... bridges in old Thailand were not only used as traffic utilities, but also served a social function as 
meeting and resting places. A number of bridges of this type , with benches along the sides ~nd 
tile roofs over th~m, still can be found in ·some wats in Dhonburi and some other provinces." 
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THE SIAM SOCIETY 
UNDER ROYAL PATRONAGE 

BANGKOK, THAILAND 

The Society's home: 
Telephone : 

Mail address : 

131 Soi 21 (Asoke), Sukhumvit Road 
391-4401 
G.P.O. Box 65, Bangkok 

The Siam Society was founded in 1904. under the patronage of His Majesty the 
King. as an organization for those interested in the artistic, scientific and other cultural 
affai rs of Thailand and neighbouring countries. The Society maintains an excellent Library, 
which is at the disposal of Members and visitors . The Society publishes the semi-annual 
Journal of the Siam Society, 1n addition to occasional works of topical interest and 
scho larl y merit. The Society sponsors a programme of lectures and artistic performances. 
and regularly conducts excursions to places of archeological and cultural interest in 
Thaila11d and abroad. The Kamthieng House on the grounds of the Society's home 
provides an example of a traditional northern Thai house with artefacts of rural life, arid 
superb collections of woven materials and wood carvings. 

The Natural History Section of the Siam Society, which was organized in 1913. 
sponsors its own programme of lectures and excursions to places of natural interest, 
and concerns itself with the conservation of Thai wildlife and flora. -The Natural History 
Section publishes the annual Natural History Bulletin of the Siam Society, as well as 
occasional works of scientific interest. 

MEMBERSHIP: The Society welcomes new Members. re sident 1n Thailand or 
abroad. on the following bases: 

LIFE MEMBER 
REGULAR MEMBER 

ORDINARY MEMBER 

- 5,000 baht (US$ 250.-) 
- 500 baht (US$ 25.- ) . renewable annually 
- 300 baht (US$ 15.-). renewable annually 

Life Members and Regular Members receive a subscription to the Society's Journal 
and- (on request) the Natural History Bulle(Jir, a 20 % discount on all publications. 
excursions and performances. as well as the right to vote at the Society's Annual 
General Meeting . Ordinary Members enjoy the same privileges. except they do not 
receive subscri~ions to the Journal and Bulletin. In addition. all members resident in 
Thailand receive the Monthly Programme, and the Annual Report of the Siam Society which 
is issued in advance of the Annual General Meeting. 

STUDENT MEMBERSHIP :S a special category offered to local students only, 
and carries the same privileges as Ordinary Membership . 

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Journal of the Siam Society and the Natural History Bulletin of the 
Siam Society are available independently of membership at the following rates: 

JSS - 300 baht (US$ 15.-) annually (2 issues) 
Bulletin - 100 baht (US$ 5 -)annually (1 issue) 

Applications for membership, subscriptions or further information on the Society 
are welcome. Please contact Mr. Euayporn Kerdchouay, the Administrative Secretary 
of the Society, at the address given above. 
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