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of the opinion that the CS was “invented” by the Pyu of Tharekhittara!2, to comme-
morate the founding of the city, i. e. in 638. But the disbelief of those scholars in the
antiquity of Tharekhittara and Pagan has been upset by the post-World War II disco-
very by radio carbon testing that Tharekhittard was already in existence by the Ist
century AD!3, So it is entirely within reason and realms of possibility that the MS
was adopted in 78 AD at Tharekhittara and that the CS was inaugurated in 638 AD
at Pagan.

To return to the mysterious Tricakkhu and Anuruddha. By tradition, King
Dwattabaung who ruled Tharekhittara from BS 101 to 171 (443-373 BC) was reputed
to have a divine third eye in the middle of his forehead in the form of a live mole.
No change of eras was attributed to this “Tricakkhu” in in the Burmese chronicles, but
King Sumundari during whose reign MS was adopted was also king of Tharekhittara,
a descendant of Dwattabaung.

King Anuruddha or Aniruddha (or Anawrahta in Burmese) was one of the
early historical kings of Pagan; European historians often call bim the first historical
king of Burma with his capital at Pagan, and he ruled from 1044 to 1077 AD, but no
abolition or establishment of any era is connected with his name in Burmese history.
There was no other Anuruddha in the chronicles or history of Burma, and the Aniruddha
mentioned was one of the best known of Burmese kings.

It is possible that as far as changes of eras are concerned Northern Thai
chronicles had their sources from Burma but that in the process the name Tricakkhu
got the better of Sumundari as Dwattabaung was the best known of Tharekhittarg
kings and to Burma’s neighbours there was little difference between old Prome
(Tharekhittara) and old Pagan (Arimaddana). In the same way Aniruddha, being
the best known of Pagan kings, eclipsed the name of Sawrahan of the same kingdom
of Pagan. Is it not possible that Northern Thai chronicles before being committed to
writing must have been passed by words of mouth from chroniclers to chroniclers
and hence the confusion of names?

Although scholars have not come up with exciting pronouncements the
possibility cannot be ruled out that communication existed between Central and Lower
Burma on the one hand, and Northern Thailand on the other, even during the early
centuries of the Christian era. Within historical times we are told of the cholera

12. Ibid.
13. Aung Thaw : Later Evidence of Pyu Culture (in Burmese), a research paper read at the
Research Congress of Burma on March 24, 1966.





















