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that this Buddhist account is slightly altered at the end. The agent of creation,
unknown to Buddhist cosmologists, has been inserted. This is none other than Khun
Phaen. There may be an argument whether Khun Phaén is the same as Brahma or
not. How is it that the word ‘Brahma’ is not used here ? A plausible answer is that
by that time there was already confusion between Hindu Brahma and Buddhist Brahma.
This can be seen from the passages above. If the word Brahma or Brahma had been
used in the place of Khun Phaen, there might have been a misunderstanding among
the readers. They might have thought that it was Maha Brahma or Sahampati
Brahma who was the creator. This was certainly not intended by the Brahmins who
composed the text.

Moreover, if the word Brahma had been used here, there might have been
confusion with the word dhata, in the same stanza, which refers to Buddhist Brahma.
In the invocation, the description of Brahma in the text indicates that by that time
Brahma was known by the Thais as the creator of the world. Therefore, the same
creator figure (but with a different name) who occurs in the following passage on the
creation, cannot be anybody else. Finally, there is no folk-tale about, or legend of, a
figure called Khun Phaen, except for the one in the Lilit Ongkan Chaeng Nam, who
performs any kind of creation. Therefore, it is certain that Khun Phden in the Lilit
Ongkan Chaeng Nam is meant to be the same as Brahma the creator.

Confusion of multiple Buddhist Brahmas with the Hindu god Brahma occurring
in the Lilit Ongkan Chaeng Nam, also exists in another Thai work on cosmology
called Narai Sip Pang. In the Narai Sip Pang, there is mention of some Brahmas
who became jealous of Brahma the Creator and were therefore born as Asuras.

In the Thai story of the Fish Incarnation of Visnu, in the Nardi Sip Pang a
Brahma is described as being envious of Brahma the Creator. He thinks, “I am also a
Brahma who has four faces and eight hands. Therefore I will not let any Brahma be
superior to me.” For this sin he is born as Sankha Asura, ‘Conch Demon’, who robs
Brahm3 the Creator of the Vedic texts. Sankha Asura is the cause of Visnu’s incarna-
ting himself as a fish in order to win the Vedic texts back by force.23

In the same text, i.e. the Narai Sip Pang, another group of Brahmas thinks
that Siva has done something improper. He has permitted Brahma the Creator to
have the Swan Lord as his vehicle. This Swan Lord should rightly belong to them
who became Brahmas before Brahma the Creator. As a result of their jealousy these
Brahmas are born as Asura Maccha, ‘Fish Demons’. They want to destroy the Sumeru
Mountain. This causes Visnu to take the form of a turtle in order to kill them all.26

25. Praphan Sukhonthachat (ed.), Narai Sip Pang Lae Phong Nai R%Wang Ramakian, 2nd ed.;
Bangkok, 1968, p. 6.
26. [Ibid.. p. 10,



























