REVIEWS

Soedjatmoko, Development and Culturé (The Simul Press, Tokyo, 1983).

There exists, to date, an ocean of literature on *development”. Even the
qualification that Dr. Soedjatmoko writes about development from the standpoint of the
Third World is hardly significant because the central preblems of development are
posed by the Third World. The thrust of his argument also appears familiar. The
book comprises three parts :

I. Development and Human Rights
II. Development and Human Needs
III. Development and Human Growth

which were delivered, separately, in the form of the Ishizaka Lectures during March
1979. Dr. Soedjatmoko reminds us that it is an error to equate modernization with
westernization because it is dangerous to adhere to dogma based on the rationales and
values of the advanced industrial nations : another lash at the favourite whipping boy
of Third World intellectuals — western development theory. And the mortal sin com-
mitted by that kind of theory, for which the latter’s opponents never cease to reiterate,
consists in the tendency to conceive of development as merely' the fulfilment of
economic and material needs. The reaction to this stifling materialism of western

“development theory is to push the ‘discussion beyond the material needs of the Third
World.

What is really new and stimulating are the profundity of Soedjatmoko’s
observations, the incisiveness of his formulations, the authenticity of his voice, the
power and coherence of his arguments as well as his awareness of the universal dimen-
sions of the problem, and the absence of ready solutions if there are any at all. He
called upon the best minds in Japanese institutions of higher learning to join him in
what must often be a very lonely search for a more adequate theory of development
that can do justice to the relevant totality of the Third World. In particular, he wants
to share reflections on the most vexing and important unresolved problems of our
time — the relationship between development and freedom.

The theme of development and freedom is a poignant one for Indonesian
intellectuals. Military dominance has cast a long shadow over the history of Indonesia
since the birth of the Republic. Unlike Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, who used to maintain
that the question of freedom and equity are luxuries which may only be entertained
after a certain level of prosperity has been achieved, Soedjatmoko appears to be groping
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Damrong Rajanubhab) FUITUATTNINIIANUN, NW.F. ladled/1984, 3 volumes.

Almost all of Prince Damrong’s writings must have been published by now —
except some private letters and official documents. Yet, it is a pity that no one has
taken the task of publishing his collected works in a complete and unified form,
despite the fact that he, more or less, created the Ministry of Education, and the
National Library — not to mention the Fine Arts Department which benefited a great
deal from royalties from his copyrights. Besides there are at least 2 or 3 philanthro-
pic Foundations named after him or directly in connection with him.

It is gratifying, therefore, to learn that now there is a Chomrom Damrongvidya
Club under the patronage of Princess Poon Diskul, his eldest surviving daughter, with
the intention to reprint Prince Damrong’s works in unified form, although it has not
intended to publish his complete work in a scholarly manner, with proper introduction
and index.

So far the Club has produced five volumes of Prince Damrong’s writings — all
dealing with biographies : the first being Wrgsuslan which is not an appropriate title
as the book deals with lives of former Queens as well as with previous monarchs® minor
wives. The next in the series was (3 MIEWTZTUNIEU dealing with members of the royal
family who lived beyond 70 years of age. The third in the series comprising three

volumes is now under review. Most of the titles of these books were concocted by the
Club itself.

Prince Damrong was in the habit of writing short biographies, mainly for
memorial volumes of the deceased or birthday anniversaries of the living, in order to
encourage the sponsors to pay for the publication of those valuable manuscripts carefully
edited by the National Library under his Presidency. This saved the Government’s
expense in preserving and making known the Siamese national heritage and those whom
he wrote for would be flattered that a distinguished man of letters mentioned something
positively about them. Hence these biographies tend to lack the negative elements.
Besides, Prince Damrong was not in the habit of writing criticism on anyone, except
perhaps Mr. K.S.R. Kulab whom he thought was dangerous in distorting facts concern-
ing That history and literature.

Although these ‘biographies’ are only one-sided, they provided a lot of factual
materials for later generations, and all those facts were not fabricated, despite the fact
that the Prince did avoid to mention some of the unpleasant facts.
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Ernest Young, The Kingdom of the Yellow Robe. Being Sketches of the -Domestic
and Religious Rites and Ceremonies of the Siamese (Oxford University Press [reprint],
Kuala Lumpur, 1982) , 399 pages, illustrated, no index.

When the Thai millennium arrives, “‘the tide will flow up one side of the river
and down the other, so that everyone may go withersoever he pleases without the trou-
ble of rowing,”

Whether in agreement or not, one can’t help but find engaging this and a dozen
other sensitive turn-of-the-century observations. Ernest Young, a Britisher who lived
in and loved Siam, wrote The Kingdom of the Yellow Robe upon returning to England
in 1898. It is an unusually perceptive collage of sociological observations such that
historians, to their discredit, commonly overlook.

Mr. Young chose to focus on the mechanics of Thai society because he was an
education specialist, not a historian. What most interested him were those “Domestic
and Religious Rites and Ceremonies” his subtitle refers to, not the politics of the
Franco-Siam dispute, the dominant international issue of the day. As a result, he has
left us one of the most complete collections of this type available in the English
language. It is best characterized as a sociological snapshot.

The snapshot comparison is particularly apt because the author tried to record
various aspects of Thai society without judgment, but not without humor and sympathy.
He summed up his feelings this way : “The climatic, racial, and social differences
between the nations of the East and of the West are too great to render it easily possi-
ble for a member of either to sum up for or against the general moral condition of the
other.” [p. 399]

Supporting Mr. Young’s bid for impartiality is his topic selection. He writes
on living conditions he observed along the country’s khlongs as well as those he expe-
rienced in Bangkok. He covers children’s place in Thai society, the top-knot ceremony,
marriage, household management, leisure activities, rice cultivation, laws and religion.
It is about as eclectic a subject grouping as will as be found between the covers of a
single volume.

Not only his subject breadth but also his anecdotes are discerning. One he
tells about a teacher and his student is illustrative, The teacher carefully explained
that the world was round, in contrast to the folk belief that it was pancake-shaped and
towered over by Mount Meru. The student listened attentively, and when asked at
the close of the discussion what shape the world was, answered: “The teacher says it is
round.” Modern educators have been known to lament the same tendency.

There are many other pointed observations that could as easily come from
today’s newspaper as from this century-old volume. “The forests,” he wrote in 1898,
“will ultimately be destroyed unless some regulations are made ... [p. 192] Ona
lighter note, he comments that “whenever the voice of hunger makes itself heard, its
appeal is promptly responded to . . . > [p. 109]
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Malcolm Smith, A Physician at the Court of Siam (Kuala Lumpur, Oxford University
Press, 1982), pp. 164.

This curious book was previously published in 1957 by Couatry Life Publication,
and is another from the stable of Oxford in Asia paperback reprints. The book was
apparently finished just after the war, since the preface is dated “London 1946.
Malcolm Smith was a doctor at the Bangkok court and for five years was physician to
Queen Saowapa, a daughter of King Mongkut, first queen of King Chulalongkorn and
mother of Kings Vajiravudh and Prajadhiphok. As she died in 1919, Dr. Smith would
have appeared to have become a consultant to the Phya Thai palace in 1913; he tells
us in the text that he ran a private practice in Bangkok and was medical officer at the
British Legation.

Unfortunately, as is increasingly the case with local Oxford reprints, no addi-
tional information is given, no new introduction is provided, no justification for the
reprint (other than a blurb of eleven unrevealing lines on the back cover) is provided.
So little information is available that even the publisher acknowledges that he ‘has
made every effort to trace the original copyright of this book, but with no success’.
The ease of photographic reprinting and the profits obtained thereby should not dimi-
nish the responsibility of a university press for updating the publications it offers to
the market.

The most recent publication cited by Dr. Smith is Landon’s Siam in Transition
of 1939 and in the epilogue one reads that Queen Rampai Barni, a granddaughter of
King Mongkut and the widow of King Prajadiphok, is ‘still in this country’ (England).
This remarkable lady, of whom there is a delightful photo dressed for the top—knot
cutting ceremony when she was a girl, continued to live, not in London, but in Bangkok,
nearly forty years after this book was written and passed away on 22 May 1984. Since
there are many well-connected Thais around who know her well, it is a pity one fami-
liar with court circles could not have been invited to give a new introduction to this
book.

The volume starts with a chapter on King Mongkut. There is very little that
is new here; however, Dr. Smith’s account does not rely exclusively on the memory of
Queen Saowapa and has interesting quotes from contemporary journals. His death
after the expedition to watch the eclipse at Sam Roi Yot is now well-known. '

The next three chapters deal with the stages of the royal lady’s life, first as
princess, then as queen and next as queen mother (after the death of King Chulalong-
korn). The chapter on Princess Saowapa describes the royal female quarters and life
for those on ‘The Inside’, as it was known, a forbidden world to most and with the real
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