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This issue of the 
JOURNAL. OF THE SIA M SOCIETY 

is dedicated to 
the late president of the Siam Society 

PHYA ANUMAN RAJAQ.HON 
on his centenial anniversary 

which falls on 
14 December 1988 



Phya lndramontri 
(Francis Giles) 

President of the Siam Society 
1930- 1938 

who was largely responsible for the 
present permanent home at Soi Asoke, Sukhumvit 21 

(painting given to the Society by 
members of his family) 



Phya Anuman Rajadhon 
(Y ong Sathirakoses) 

President of the Siam Society 
1969 

whose centenary in 1988 is being celebrated 
by the Thai Government and UNESCO members throughout the world 

(painted especially for the centenary 
by Mr. Uab Sanasen) 



The 84th Anniversary of the Siam Society commemorative postage stamp. 

New addition to the Society's Ethnic Museum Section 
Saengaroon House of Ayuthia style as shown above was built as a bequest 

from Mrs. Lada Saengaroon in memory of her late husband Professor 
Saengaroon Rattagasikorn, a member of the Siam Society and a famous 

architect of Thailand, was first opened to members & public 26 February 1988. 
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Journal of Siam Society 

EDITORIAL NOTE 

On His Majesty the King's 60th birthday anniversary last year, two of our 
honorary members, the Venerable Phra Devavisudhimedhi (Buddhadasa Indapanno) 
and the Venerable Phra Rajavaramuni (Prayudh Payutto) were promoted to higher 
titles in the hierachy of the Thai Sangha, i.e. Phra Dhammaghosacariya and Phra 
Devavedi respectively. We extend to both of them our sympathetic joy 

We are also gratified to learn that, on the same auspicious occasion, H.H. the 
Dalai Lama graciously arranged special Buddhist ceremonies for His Majesty the King. 
The news bulletin received on 27th January 1988 stated as quoted belows:-

"To celebrate His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej's achievement of the 
fifth cycle and his 60th birthday anniversary, five hundred Tibetan lamas and monks 
gathered at the Mahayana Central Cathedral, Dharamsala, on December 5, 1987 and 
performed an elaborate ritual ceremony: The Prayer of 16 Arhats, A Set of Eight 
Profound Prayers and An Eulogy to Arya Avalokiteshvara, The Buddha of 
Compassion, fervently requesting these sublime beings to bestow on His Majesty King 
Bhumibol of Thailand longevity and all prosperity." 

We believe this was the first time that a Thai monarch received such a blessing 
in such a splendid manner. 

By the 3rd of July this year His Majesty the King had reigned longer than any 
other monarch recorded in Thai chronicles. The nation certainty had a right to 
celebrate the occasion with great joy. 

In February and March, our Society completed its 7th cycle anniversary. As 
our Newsletter has already reported about the events, we shall not reiterate them here. 

It is indeed a great pleasure for the editor to convey to the members of the 
Siam Society that the 14th December this year will be the centenary _of Phya Anuman 
Rajadhon. The Thai Government and UNESCO recognize him as one among the great 
scholars of the world. His enormous contribution to the literary world is indeed a great 
treasure to the Thai nation. 

The editor would like to inform the readers that credit for the acquisition of all 
the articiles and reviews in this volume should be given to Khun Sulak Sivaraksa. -
the former Honorary Editor, and his editorial staff whose names appear in Vol. 76 of 
the Journal. 

Lastly the editor would like to record here his sincere thank to M.R. Chirie 
Voravan, Khun Sulak Sivaraksa, Mr. William B. Tate, Mr. Peter Rogers and M.R. 
Romaniyachatra Kaewkiriya for their assistance in the production of this issue. 


