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ment of a similar jar is also on display. This type of jar has been
dated by Sumarah Adhyatman and Abu Ridho to the 9th-10th
¢. AD. (Adhyatman and Ridho p. 89) and identified as a
"Guangdong type.”

Banbhore wares of the 11th-13th centuries bear influ-
ence from Seljuk Persia. The period is distinguished by the
introduction of glazed sgraffito wares which almost totally
replaced other types of pottery. Among them are many large
plates decorated with bright green glaze or glazes of green,
yellow, aubergine and cream splashed over sgraffito decora-
tion (pl. 13). Designs often are incised within bands around
the center, on the well, and on the rim. Among the designs
used on the well is one consisting of a series of vertical stria-
tions which encircle the well and give the appearance of hav-
ing been rouletted (Pl. 14). The center often has a design of its
own. The sgraffito designs on ceramics were influenced by
those engraved on large bronze plates and trays in 12th c. Seljuk
Persia (Rice 1979 pp. 74-75). Itis interesting that sgraffito wares
using Seljuk designs are presently made in Pakistan (Yoshida
Pl. 33). Wares influenced by Seljuk sgraffito designs have been
found in Northern Thailand and have been attributed to
Sankamphaeng and Phayao kilns. Many have a broad base
and high sides, probably influenced by Guangdong wares from
the 11th to 12th c., but have sgraffito decorations in the center
and on the well which appear to be variants of those on Seljuk
wares. A bowl of this type, probably from Phayao, has a simple
sgraffito design at the center consisting of a zigzag line within
two circles. The interior is covered with a yellowish glaze and
the exterior is brown (Pl. 15). Green monochrome wares pro-
duced at the Sisatchanalai kilns also have sgraffito designs
bearing an affinity to those from Seljuk Persia and Banbhore
(Hein and Barbetti, p. 14, Pls. 9 and 7). The shape of the speci-
mens in Plates 16 and 17 is somewhat later than that of the bowl]
attributed to Phayao and therefore they may be dated to the
13th c¢. Ceramic wares arriving in Thailand from Southern
Burma also bear sgraffito designs; among these is a green
monochrome plate with vertical striations on the well and an
incised lotus design at the center; this too when compared with
Banbhore wares may be dated to the late 13th c.

Among the Seljuk period wares at Banbhore are small
bowls, conical, with sides turning in at the top (Pl. 19). Bowls
of this type have been excavated at Sisatchanalai and consti-
tute further evidence linking ceramic styles in Thailand with
those of the Middle East.

Excavations have revealed that glass from the Middle

East was imported at Banbhore. Especially significant are two
bottles with long necks, one brown/black and the other green
(Pl. 20). They are displayed at the Archaeological Museum,
Banbhore, within a grouping dated 8th-13th ¢. A.D. Shinji Fukai
(Fukai pp. 34-35), however, dates a Persian glass bottle in his
collection which is like the green one to the 3rd-7th c. A.D. Thus
the glass bottles of that type at Banbhore should date to at least
the 8th c. A.D. That bottle type seems to have greatly influ-
enced potters in Thailand and Burma over several centuries.
Bottles of globular form from Northeastern Thailand using.
related forms have been dated as early as the 11th century.
Recently wares in the tradition of the glass bottle at Banbhore
have reached Bangkok from Burma. On the basis of its similar-
ity to the first millennium glass bottles at Banbhore and a com-
parison of its glaze with other ceramics from Burma, a bottle
with a dark brown monochrome glaze over an amber slip may
be dated circa 9th-13th c. A.D. Another, with a yellow-brown
glaze over an amber slip, is similar to versions of Banbhore
bottles found in Buriram Province, Northeastern Thailand, and
may be dated circa the 11th c. A.D.

Conclusion

Banbhore served as a link between the Mediterranean,
Middle East, India, Southeast Asia and China. A comparison
of artifacts excavated at Banbhore with ceramic and glass ob-
jects from Thailand and Burma indicates that Mediterranean
ceramic and Middle Eastern ceramic and glass designs im-
ported via transit points such as Banbhore had an impact on
local design in Southeast Asia. Study of Banbhore artifacts
suggests that while her trade was primarily with the countries
to the west, she also was an early recipient of goods from China.
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