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the murals cover almost the entire area of the
four walls.

The murals depict scenes from three stories.
The inner walls show episodes from the life of
the Buddha including that of the Buddha
vanquishing Mara. Also shown inside the
ubosoth is the story of Sangkhasinchai, a local
folktale into which lessons from the Dhamma
have been intertwined. On the outer wall are
scenes from the northeastern recension of the
Ramakian. These are of interest because they
differ from how the story is told in the central
Thai Ramakian as well as the Indian Ramayana,
on which the Ramakians were based.

The value of these murals is manifold. They
represent both the local literary genius but also
the heights indigenous art can reach in depicting
favorite aspects of northeastern Thai literature.
The murals also provide a view of traditional

life in Khon Kaen. Of special interest is a view
of the activities surrounding giving birth with a
male midwife attending. Another scene shows
the coronation ritual of a local ruler. Also shown
is the wildlife of the time including deer,
crocodiles, wild boar, bees, fishes, and monkeys.
Other scenes depict palaces, temples, city walls,
as well as ordinary houses. Buffalo carts and
royal carriages are also shown.

Unfortunately, the physical state of the murals
is poor. Rainfall from storms has washed off the
lower sections of the murals outside the ubosoth.
Paint has flaked off of some areas while other
sections are pitted or pock-marked. In places close
to where the temple pillars reach the ceiling, water
has oozed in and marred the paintings. The dust
and grime of decades has darkened many of the
murals, especially inside the ubosoth. Captions
on the pictures have faded and are hard to read.
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