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Ab.tlrllt:l.f 

Yunn•nrse in Thailand: Pa'l and l're-;cnl 

''"""lg thc Chinese or the monol'i1y people in Thailand, Yunnnnnc'c is one of the most rcmarknhlc 
conuuuniues. Ethnicully Yu•lnnncsc includes Han and Hui (Mu<hm). nnd most of1hem, especially 
1hc new lmmigranLii in n.·ccnl di.!Cddcs. cnn qill speak Yutlnanc!'IC tliu.lccts. This paper is to give a 
comprehensive introduction. based un the int(>m>ation reported by schola"' and rcccntlicld work 
b) the uuthor in Chiang t\lai nnd Ch1ang Ra1. to the ongon, the pa't nn,lthe present ofth" special 
tmmit:r.llngroup on Thailand. 

llcvcnuc Document from T hui-Occupied Kcngt·u11g 

Two nmclcs merged into one lhnt nppcared in the Bm'llw Pem.•ock.. arc reprinted here. One por1ion 
of lhc merged article pres~nts tnfunnatiun on a revenue documem C:<t~Cuh::d in Kcngtung (C'hi:mg 
Tung)" hen it wa< under the Thai ndministr.ltion dunng World War II The other portion puts the 
d<>eumem discussed toto the wider comext of Thailand's po>llion dunng the War 

The C hiang i\lai Campai~n of 1787-1188: fle)ond the C hrunlculur Account 

1·11 ~.: uflicaal Mya1UUa1· chroni..:lc, 1/mamJmJ ,\la11<11'flZawbuluwg_1'1 (Glass Palace Chronicle) wns 
prepared by cnurt historians to tell the great deeds accompli,hed during each retgn. In Uus tr.lditwn. 
the Hmanmm .\fahaya=awmdllwfl.l'i 1hus descnbes the Choang 'vlai Campaign of 1787- 1788 by 
gi' ing a list of the trOOP> laking pan. the romes of the mardt. and 1hc maJor cnga~:emems. 

I lowe\ cr. by utili1ing other '()Urc~. >ueh a.• the plan of operntions and That SO\U'C<.,. 11 shattc" 1he 
tmage presented in the chromclc of an ordered world m "hoch the king was largely m control of 
C\ cn1s. 

Tltui De~cendnnts Itt Uurnul: i\ Tltni Court Dancer's Fnmlly 

Tiro. M \l·~G K Yl 

In 1hc events following the fall uf Ayutthaya in 1767. Tltai royal dancers from the <'Ourt of 
AyutthJ)a. brought to Mand;~lay as prisoners of"·.rr. >till !'\:call their Thai ancestry. Although the)' 
j,'T.Uiually lost aspects of the or Thaine<>. such as their languJgc. the ab1hty 1u dance in the Thai way. 
and even the masks used in the cJJncc..·. thl.!'y nc\"cnhcless conunuc to tak~ pndc m their hcriwgC' 
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EDITORIAL 

E'en a quick look at book,lllnd, in Bangkok 
rc\caJs a \'ibrnnc publh.1une uulu~ll)' in 

n1udand nut just in nmi btll nlso tn Lngh,IL 
J\mrmg !he dozens ur items nn dii,play nre 00\­

cis and co1lec1ion:. of ~hon ~toric!\, mnny of 
which d!!al wllh \.Vcslcmers in the counu·y. AJ· 
though quite a te'"' lbcu..' on a pnnicular group 
ut' \Vc,temers who spend ~1gm lic:mt pomons 
t)f thc1r live:-. on a privarcty·O\\ ned street con· 
nc<:ting S1lom w1th Sunwonp near the Sala 
D-.scng RTS s1ation. th~rc arc 'umc work~ of a 
mun: prufournf naiUre. 

To the student of social o;,cu:ncc, novcb and 
vthcr types of iictiou uflo:n provid~ '"'ighll; ro 
the peopk untouched by research rcpnns. 
Dcscripl iOil$ or people and plnccs II\ novels. 
uhhough not perhnp~ w.::~;urutc Hl srccilics. are 
~ufllcu.:nt m .:;oman} noiH)pctafic ways that the 
reader r~~clvcs a clear und(rscnndtng o t the li fe 
of the 11mes. 

The ''gnllicance of lhl:) ~urc:c for research­
er.; ha~ been growing as more nO\ cis are wnncn. 
Novel '''nttng m gt'nl~ral '' nnt :m ancicm form 
t.lf l1tcmrurc ··nl\ ~:n ted f)fi):,l.' n:tmtli\'c'\ of con­
, idcrable length" did nol become rhc dominant 
fnntt 0i Engh~h literature unul 1hc nineteenth 
t.:cntury 1\hhough tht! l";,tJiu: .. t novels written 
about rhailanu were nor completed until the 
late·nin~t~euth century. the C\'Cilh dc~cribcd m 
them ~rc already oldero 1f not archaoc. 

It may well be that because much or the 
ticuon '' rmen on Tha1land. 'uch a~ 1ha1 grdcmg 
the coumry•s bookstand.lt •~ nnlllrc:u 1iterantre. 
no one has taken the time 10 study the novels on 
lhts plnce. 13ut L1tcrc arc w0rk~;. wonhy t1fl emw. u. 
Tn llamc a few : Pierre lloullc's .lnti-wnr Le 
!.Jnlll Je Ia Rivier,_. Kwui (nOI 10 be cunrused 
with a movie ~bO\\-ing wnultl~h~.! Thul \' illug.:r!>. 
looki ng like peasant> from Kund}. Thai women 
porter' g1\·mg ~hampoo"- u• lhc m:th: !)abotcurs. 
nnd a biO\\ n-up bndgc), Yukio I-ll shun a·, 

A/..ut.mkt "" T.·m (Temple oi Da\\n). ;md Jacl 
Reynold·$ .I II oman r>fBangk"k. 

Bul 1hl!rc i.lfi! o1h..:r autlm~ thul .thnn!<-1 no 
on.: rcoucmbers "IH"c novels also shed hglu on 
1hc lite of the 1un..:s m Th::ul-'.md's pasl. Two 
such wrotcrs :u·c Rcginnld Campbell and llhcc 
L:kcrt-Ruthnll. 

Campbell is knuwn tor his non-flclion Tml. 
Jrdllllh, \Hlth!li in l 935 which t.lc"icnhc~ h1' ltfe 
o.b a lbrc'l u.. .. ,i~ram in and around lamp:tng. 
\\'l'k1t t.s not w \\dl known i' ahat he \\Ntc 'udt 
no\'el\ a' Ti}:r:r I ltlle_t . Elephant Kmg. Pau I m-n 
o} tht• Elt·phann. f)rript~tJ .\!eyes/\", nu! A'cq>c•tv 
u{ 1:.'/rp/ocull I ·alley, and Broll'n Wife- or 11 1tite.' 
'' ' one 1imc tlu,::,c works mu't h:s\e been known 
because Tlgt•r l'a/le_n vas made into the Brilosh 
iilm, '11te Cilrltrom Mandalay, swrdnj! D<lnald 
Cook and Kay (the gorl l Lonkakcr. Indeed 
somcClnc '1111 kJlO\\S Jbout it tx:cau'c Ti~f'r 
f'u/h.~· ~ell' un Internet used books )\ICs fur 
SIOO and up. 

Rut nn1 m.ony scholars kno" about Camp­
bell'> fkto(ln. Brmnt lf'tf<•-<Jr 111m<<' tell- uf 
lhe> jungle but abo of gender rclJ.tinn' and 1h..: 
dealt ngo.: l'l l tcalo. .t~si~tanh \\ 1Lh nm1hCIT1 1-h:\i 
Wtilw.:n. Ahhnuyh gender is au unpOI'HUi t topic, 

nnd lh.¢ Ht..:l that nurthcm Thai won11.:11 , laycd 
,,,.ilh 1hc rn:11nly o;inglc l.:.uropcao teak \\UIIuh ~ i ~ 

""II kn<O\\ n. o(l formal srudy of tht> I HI> been 
done. 'I he ass,...tant.;;. mostly ~cause of the 
disd:un the upper (and middk) crus! held 
rcgardtng .. uc:h unions, ran:b dt)CU)~Cd 

fonhrightly and all bUI never described lhem on 
their no emu us (surh as reak Wullalr) 'However. 
on th" b<lok. the issue is addres>cd Juw1ly. 
When I cak Wallah Denton goes 111 8Hn~k,,k he 
f.-t il::, lhr 1h..: hcauh~uu!) umJ somdU'>\-v :l\':1ilablc 
t'vlr>. Fun,h:l\\c flo" he resoh·es 1hc tl llcmm:o 
be tJcc~ rcgurdmg his housemate, Chnn Som. 
nnd thc1r "'on ul the nt.'i"tb JS th~.: :-ubJ~o.·cL ,,r a he 
book. ,\!though Campbell was a produ,·t or hos 
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Ellll<ina/ 

tame'- noling in TecJJ; H"clllelh lhat lh..: only 
t0\011011 rtu: northern l11a1 'hO\vcd "''"' ··fear .... 
he manages 10 view ChOJn Sum·, pns111on with 
~cnslli vity (and nol wnhoul SOUl(" ubility in 
~;pllln ing a narnlli vc ). 

1\licc Ekcn-Rotholz li\'cd "'Bangkok from 
I')J~- 1952. where her husband prnctteed m the 
llrlllsh Dtspcnsary. In addition Ill t\\o nO\ el< on 
Th~ilnnd she olso \\fOtc A \t•J nf (inld on the 
\h;thcrbnds lndie;;: jus1 puur to the Second 
World\\ ar. The two on Thailand deal rritnarily 
wuh Fuh"peans m Umg~ol.. Tlw nm~· ·~(the 
l>t·u~nm deals with nn inc1den1 Lh·rt· Ro1ho1z 
~lnnlh t:» lnu.·; a Scandina\'i;m fJmily hl.!corniug 
"mc,,phcnbly involv~c.i wtth u C.1l,._. nfinduqrial 
c>piun.1gc hetweenfed .. of all place'] Bangkok 
nud Sa1guu·· resulti ng m I he nrr~-.1 of several 
fnnuly ml!mbo!rs. 

Almost nothing hos lx:cn written about 
luropc:ms able to 11lQ\~ .uountJ fn-cl~ m 
(}.'ngkol at thts ume. There ''ere 'urely fe" of 
them George - 0. McFariJnd who ran a 
typt.'\\-111Cr ..;hop wa' 1he bc~llnuwn and a1mo~t 
the Mly American (wiLh the Thai ti1le of l'hra 
A• \Vithayakhom. and tlc~pitc hcint:. a mission­
ary. he.: wu.-. ahove the de1eu1lon mosl Am..:ricuns 
and Oritt,h suiTercd). OUter- wc1·~ Vich) hench. 
Ut.!rmnns and oilie-r nurlhcm Europeans. ns well 
as \\'httc Ru<S1ans. AhhOU[I.h the book ta~cs the 
reader to Angkor. \holon. ShanJlh3t. and 
cf..C\\ her\! m tltc regton. the iniOnnation on 
l.lanykok " not duplicated cbc\\ here. 

Identifying and U\ing llC\\ suurc~~ of 
tnf<mnaliun is an ;..:sscnuuJ pan C"'f ~c:holnrship. 
rhi:-: i:-;suc of the Junrmtl o( the Siam SrJc:i~;~r 

l~tllul'cS new scholars. new nppl'onchi.!S, ~mU nc\V 
urcas uf ''uJy In udJiuon. the .ISS also btings 
111 light older <ubje<:ts that >houhJ be of interest 
tl.l the rcatlcn.. 

Amun~ the oldc>1 of the Item' are addresses 
maclc at awo exhibits m tbc Starn S<)Cicty of rnre 
boob lrom the eolkcuon of M L ~lamch 

Jumsa~. One cxh1b1t \\a..; of bool.."'S from the 
Ayuuhnynn period \'vhih.: the ~c~.:cmd wa~ nf 
bOl)l--~ frnm the Rang_kok 1.!1.\. In nddn.:~sl"s by 
Sumct Ju1 ns::~ i ::~teach cxbibil, we lli'C introd\lced 
H\ hi;; rmher as a schoiHr. n:"cun:hcr. hook 
coii .. 'Ctor. and tllmily member ~1klm..:l Sm1thic~. 
ilhll ~1\'mg un uJJrc~!:-1 t~l each c~hihit. di~cus~d 
lhc content.., <'f the booh..; JUd Lh~ tm1e:;. and 
\!m;um~tancco:.;. in wtuch I he) \\ere '' rilll.:n. 

Smcc many of these sources. not" ell-kno\\ n 
t" >Chol3n.. arc a\ailable in the Siam Soctety 
libr::U)', 1he1r discus~mn m LitL'i J~suc may d1rcc1 
readers tr• makmg usc of our ntcely upgraded 
.and bcttt:r orgilnllcd libr:tl)'. 

Source) fi'Orll countries north und ,, . ..:,t of 
Thailand arc used ltHlO\'atl\'dy Ill thr~c o lhcr 
artkl~:s. rhrcc l"rum Myanmar!Rum1a include 
Professor "I un Aun,g Cham's invc~ugutinn nfthc 
Chtang Mat Campa1gn of I 787-17~~. A' he 
nolt":'lt tn hh ctmc:luding paragrnpb. •· ·\ \'Cnlurc! 
bcyolld 1h~ chromcle - .. ;hatters tltc ima~;c 
pre!'cntcd 1111h~ chronich! of an unJcrctl world m 
whu.:h Lhc K. mg was largely in control of e\CHIS", 
Thai uovckrs t'' Mundaby hove ol\cn been 
mtroduced lo dcs..:cndants of Thui prisoners of 
war taken c;.1p1wc over two cemurtes ngo. One ol 
t.h~ iirst efforts to r..:cord Lhc conditions iu which 
they found thcmschc:o.. having c.:omrlclel~ 
rorgottcn the Thai language but nc"·rthck" 
rt-calhng thctr hcri.,.ge with pride. i> by one '""h 
dcsccnt.lanl. [)r lm Maung Kyt. Yet another 
intcrcsttn,G ~t,pcct oiThaJ-l3unnan contactl'o ''in 
lhf.• revenue tlocumem lTom the Sahnr;.ll I hcu 
Doc-rn Pruvancc (as ChtangTun,g .. KcngtlmJ::}WilS 
knnwn frnm 1 ()~2- 1 1)46 when it was under Tha1 
control. 1-hi• urttclc. by Alan D. Comcruu and 
Kenneth G C:lurk. " reproduced here by 
pennis~iun of fl:e Burma Peacock. an cxccllcm 
but littlc-kno"" JOUrnal dev01ed to the phtl•tci) 
of that country. From further nonh. in Yunnan. 
China. h.~, I! come: immigrants to Thonl3nd for 
t"Cntu.ric' \Vnhom discussing the unJ:\in of th.: 
Tat fK'Oph.:!-! und Lh..:1r movcmcn1 SOHih. po~'tbly 
lhrough Yunnan, uno what is naw 11lai land, 
thnc have hccn V~111nnnese imnHgnuH~ moving 
south JOr ~:..:n turi~!-1. Most accounl.) of thc'c 
people~ htt\ c been fronl the poml ufv1c\V of non· 
Yunnanc,c. In tht< pape1·. lie Pmg endeavo" hl 

ptCSCnt their own pomt or \1C\\ and ntHtUd~ 
about li\ en~ m nonhcm Thall3nd. 

.-\nothcr .uc:a not welt-stUdied 1:. the 
mtclh;ctua.l ln~HH)' of ThaiJand . This is,ue 
inc1udcr. t\\tl "nicl~s th:alin£ wnh tht' liclct 
Hcrhcn It Swan<on and Anachak Sattu)•'utur;,k 
t:onsidcr lr.11h lh1mnuons nflh..: Thai wm·klv1cw 
and C0101ll4)1ugy in lh..: ninl"tccnth century 
Swanson, ;, church his1orinn scbooi<d at the 
Prtncelon Seminal'} and hosed m Chiang \lai. 
Shirlie::. d1t1lo~u~-, b.:twt't.n a pr.:th:c'-~~or uf hh 
at Pnnccton. Daniell\lcGilvary. and one or the 
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