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Revenue Document from Thai-Occupied Kengtung* 

Sometimes pieces of information from separate 
sources seem to complement each other sponta­
neously. In this case, Mr. Kenneth G. Clark, who 
lives in Britain, sent a copy of a revenue docu­
ment executed in Thai-occupied Kengtung, and 
Mr. Alan D. Cameron, who lives in Thailand, has 
been doing a great deal of research on the Thai 
occupation of Shan States in the National Ar­
chives in Bangkok. Mr. Clark has contributed the 
document, Mr. Cameron has translated it and 
[the editor of The Burma Peacock] has supplied 
the surrounding context.'• 

In June 1940, the same month that France 
fell to Germany, Japan and Thailand signed a 
treaty of friendship. In September, Japan put 
pressure on the Vichy government ruling in 
Indo-China to permit Japanese troops to occupy 
northern VietNam. The Thais mounted an of­
fensive against the French in Indo-China in 
January 1941 which resulted in the Vichy gov­
ernment handing over the Cambodian provinces 
of Battambang and Siemreap and the Lao terri­
tory on the west bank of the Mekong. These 
territories had been under Thai suzerainty (if 
not Thai rule) but were lost to France in the 
aftermath of the Paknam Incident in 1893. 

In July 1941, Japanese troops occupied the 
rest oflndo-China. On 8 December 1941, Japa­
nese troops entered Thailand. After token resis­
tance, Thailand agreed to declare war on the 
Allies. Japan was thus free to mount offensives 
against Malaya and Burma through Thailand. 

As Japanese forces drove the British and 
Chinese out of Burma in 1942, Thailand in­
vaded the Shan States and on 26 November 
1942 took control of the town ofKengtung. 1 On 
1 August 1943, Burma became "independent" 
under Dr. Ba Maw's government. The Shan 
States were not included in the territory of this 
independent Burma, but remained under Japa­
nese military administration. 

1,i-Jmrnntll1l'11Mtl~:LPJ~11'lu 

1 t.u.mi'm t ~ ::fl ~ fl11'11l1 JJ 
" 

Figure I Front cover of the Treaty 
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On 20 August 1943. ;.,pan and Thailand 
signed a rreaty 1ha1 officially ttansfcrr~d parts 
of the Shan Smlcs and Malaya ln Tha1 ru le. 

th~n1a 
1 ~ U Ct~rurU'l f::l'li1JJ.IT:~ fit) hiUt\tJ\JT: ~llt;~U 

~1ft.J ue 1\IWDJI'1tl-ll.h:~ l1ftl1'HI 

1 uuulmA:niinun:nu 
--'-u"' :.lU U1 l~ l c:nn 1uiJ l ;1o1M h•or1t.m\n\d1 

.. ... .. ' . -~ l!\l;lntfu., nn1ru1 1:.11 tlu.h:.mrrlnu nu th:tWStll!~: 
~l.tlt~ol~la <rfi'C"G~lh q Ylil 1nu 1otu m~m T~.:nUi\ tmo-n: -'~ 
1..i'b~&,fu ~= PHHl'l1., u~rirR 10 ti1m~u tstui~~tn 
2A&f. Uunlu'l·!l· 6 ;, 11i,~ul4:t~IIOiuttl~lii~111~·::1Ja.\ 
tl~ht1u"i'1U 1ttt: 

l91t.~rnt i n":'1.1tnf11li w•' "ftu i.:'a1 ~-on\tu :.1t1 M"' ~ 
u~ui"u~ 20 U4lmn.: ¥'1H!i1\~l1i" 24116 • 

a: u~1 cn.;crwl'l;1:-nituh:.rntli nUn1J\J,::.fil!~1u 
·h,.':):rl)'hll•'""t'IJ1b:lt'ii'l-lnntm,u!unau•Li nlf"'n~ ; ' 
nJubul<ir~~mhiol l'O ff~l\H''I~ ?ln•tf•l11•;2AA6 n!dul ll 

1h:nut u: -,\~~ 16 f'ICnil~ 'hfUII'intl'l' 2~lll\1i1 . , .. ~ - . . 
U 10 \Oi10lPUJ~UU 

~ !iuma:mumn'i'll11um~ 
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u 1 m'l1 ituutli 

Figure 2 fi rst page. ··Proclamation" of 1hc Treaty 

The text below is lhc tr .. ms.lation oflhc treaty 
made by Mr. Cameron. Page breaks are 111arkod. 

" "· 
Treary between the Comun'es of T/t(lil(lild (lnd 
.Iapan Regardlng tl1e :Jrca of the Cmmt1y o) 
Thailand in :\1alttyaand the Shan Prm·ince. ''II 

flrt.u._.!(tmtJtion 

Use ofTreatJ lJeu,·eentlte Curmtritf:, u{Thailtmd 
(1m/ Jtl{Nm Regttnling tile A,·ea of the Couwry 
Q{ TJwilmtd in Nfnlaya and the Shan Pruvlncc• 

The Royal occasion lras been taken tu 
prm:lulm /(Jr itiO be knoh·u rhrcmglu)(lr thai. 

A.~ rlw Trca~v hen\·een rhc Cmmlries of 
11wilaml am/ .Japan Regarding tlu.! Area of rht: 
Cr>uult)' q( Tlwilond iu J\lala.,t.·a and the Slum 
Provinct•. and wlrith H'ns sigued m Bangkok on 

20 AII!(IISI /943 tiD. lws st< arrfc/cs and is to 
come into ttJTect as of the dote qfsigning, and 

This trem_v wu.~'}omtfy signed iu Bangkok on 
Au,,_r:ust I!J-13, 

Therefore. rhe treaty between the Coufllries 
of 1/uri!tmd and Japan Regarding the Are<l of 
the Col-mil:\' of Thailand in A.ft1/aya am/ the 
Slttm PrD\'hlL'f! came into effec/ t ls uf 20 August 
!943 AD. 

Proclaimed 011 /8 Ocrobct· /9~3 AD. itt the 
tt•mh )'("til' oftlw c:urrew reign. 
Person responding tv rhe Nuyrll CtJmmand 
Ge~ter(ti I' l'ltibunSottgkltrom 

Prime ,<\ofinistrr 
II 

Treaty between Jlte Cmmtries nj Thai/am/ and 
Japan Regarding the Area of the Country of 
Tlruilrwd iu 1\fulm'(f and .-hr. Shan Produce 

The Govenmwnt ufthe 'thai King and rhe 
Guwtrmmmt r•f Jlr~· Empero,. o{.lopao 

1-lm•e the resolute determinafion tu Joiut(r 
amJ cluse6· earn· out IWJr againsr The United 
Stares of Ameri('a and Briwm ulllll camplete 
wcrm:1• is atrained~ and tn creme a Grea! Asia 
~ .. ·ith a_t(nmc/wlon ofiustice. 

Thus hm·e joillf(l' agreed to the fnllm1'ing 
artldr.\·: 

..Jrtid~ I 
The.• corow:\' nf .Japan accep1s that the 

following states-K r:laman. Tnmggtum. Kedoh 
am/ Per/is. and all of tht! is/(Jnds ~~~soriatcd 
\dth iltosc s1ares arl! to hecmm? prwt of the 
K mgdom oftlwiland. 

;trriclr :! 
71w cmmtry oj .JapaiJ accepts rlwr Chiang 

J'img rmd J\Juong Phcm1 Srtaes /(JC{I!ed i11 the 
SJuw PrO\'hlCf:~ ore..• ro bet'()llle pari oj the 
Kingdom ofT/wiland. II 

Articlt• 3 
Jl'fthin 60 da1·s nf tire ej}ecti1·e dat~ of tltis 

treaty, !he cvww:,· of .Jupan \1·il/ cea ... ;e its 
gow?t·uillg w/sic:h ls curremly being rarried om 
m all nf the rr.rritorres mc:nllfJJU!d m the two 
article.t of this trea(l' above. 
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lrtl!lo· 4 

T/r,· flftrth.•r,!, c~[tlrt! ttrt'd.\ ,ft,., U\H'd m urtrcla 
I und 2 ahm·r nJ// f.c· ,·,tahJt,hcd hy thore 
nwtJ..f'l' \ tor t!Uch ·~tat£' a.t tltn , .. .,.\It'd m oj tire 

1/mc.· otthr -~'~"''1}! of rJn.., lrr•nn· 

frllrk 5 
lh1• 1ktuil."t m· .. :c.uan· tor catr\lnt: mll thu 

fiT fill "11/ Itt: _lotnt/, prt·p,uc.•J ht~l" c.'t"lt 

tlllllrony,/ offiottl' o/ !t..nl1, outJ/tJO 

f t llc'/c (I 

nu\ lll'rU~· l't~mn mlo t'l/c·, I'" o/lhc• t/(ltc.• oj 

HJ.:ItiiiJ.; .·h witth'U u{tlm. lilt' prnun' \l[<mng 
tlf tht• nul, tmd ., Jw hm 1 h,.,-u prr1pt'rly 
rmtlm,_·.·,/ln tlw1r .-otmlrtn. HJ.!tt 1hn1 m1mn 
fllltl rl/'Ph tfu-.ir uflic ,,,/ W;l/\ to I hi\ lt'I'JI\ 

( r,·dtt'll In l\nJ cuph'\ m the" 71rat unJ 

Jll/1•111t'!ft' /mrJ.!Utlf!c:.\ m Rtltt1o:Ao~ on tlrt• th c.·ntt~·th 

t/,n u/lhc.· t·a~lrlh munth ''' th,· 'r•.zr No thoUlt11tJ 
/our lmn.Jr.·J unrl t•ighl\ ·.\U und ,·.,un·,Jiou to 
thr 1\t'CIJ/tt:th Jm · oJtlw n~ht/; month t~/ tire.· _\'t'JI' 

Sal'tmH'atJ rc.•tJr t'tghtt , .,, ' 

(.Hgned and 1t~'d/c·,// 
Gc.·Jrt:rdl P /'lubunS~m~l.hrum 
Pnmt -\fmHic-'r 

ActmgJ,>r the Fm·,am ,\/muter 

(lrgned und h".Jh.:dl 

rsulxikamr Tt•ltl 

Amha\'.\tldor i::.flttJordJnary· 
and Plenipntt'lltfarr 

Kcn8tung.. which"~ ruled by a ~al\/Jt,.J. ts 
tht bagg<>l olthe Shan StJt•·, "ath an area of 
11.1100 MJUrc milt'S IL' to&alp<>Jlul3uon an 1931 
\\.~,about ~15.000 and 1t<. mam town. 1\.en,g.tung. 
h3d a ror ulauon of 5.50b It ""' .. the I:I!Jl"Sl. 
mn:-.t mountamou!-1, mos-t c-a"tc-rly and t:ulturolly 
the farthc" from 1bc Uunnc,c. nf all the Shan 
\1{1~!.,'' It 1:-. a tw<' to fi,c: da~· tJn,·c of1Cl0 m1les 

from Tuunggya jmd only 100 nul~ to Slam 
"l\.cng1ung 1~. an r<alu~ •• J f"l'htlcJI o1numal\. 
the rc:,ult nt ;a,-qutt.'"tlc-.. , ''" thc p.u1 ,,( ( lucf~ro 10 

the P·"t· "ho clc~ted to remam under the 
'U7<"r.llnl} or dl>l.llll Mancblay. to whach ~early 
gut- ot sold and sih er flo" c~> "ere nil thut 
\\Ctc rcquon:d. ruther ohan under the yo~c of 
Ayullh•yn nnd ClullJlg Maa so much b~ncr 
placed for c:ITcct1ve un-:rferencc."' 

Mon~p.ut. al'o ruled by wubwax. WU'\ 2J('1Q 
c..qu.trc nul c .. Jn JrC'J and tn I Q3 1 had .a h•la1 
popul.tt~c.m ot ~0.'"'11 lt .. ..:apll.al "•'' .Jhn 
\ 1ongr.Jn r·n1on{' mdt'"""atc .. .1 ,m,tll p.tdtl~ • 
ba-.1n t.:\mlounsng '\oC'\cr.tl nlla~e' t .. l 'hlh.-n:nl 
nJm~ t.:&)rl!XU\cl~ """'''" J.~ Mun}: ·"' ;, 

rhai \dmlnl,tru tllln 

f)n~,. unu:111' 111 1 he N:monnl 1\ n.•lwl"'' til 
nnul•md d('t.lll the crcau on ol' u nu l11u1 y 
admm1•ttr.nuut mlha-. ~rc.1. hJ~l·d .11 Kcu~11HIIl'· 
.\ 'upcrutr \.'utn1 \\.t.\ l"\tlhlhhcJ .u k.l'n~tun~ 

I L-11~) .uKJ c k' c:n olhcr l':oun, "ere c\l.lhlt,J~d 
lor \ J.nt.>U\ i.JJ,tnd .. T~ '' o! ihc-.c. the U'llll\ .11 

(,.u~ng l uug t 1\:cn_!.!tung J S..w1 Cll) ( \ 1un)!h,,u 1 
.md l'tu.m f \lun~PJ..O•lur.l etJUoli,Juthurll) \\ uh 
other 11-Lu rnwm,t..Jl 'oun~. 

A ,k,..,·umc:nte\t:~utt::d at R.utglo.ulo. 111h.J i.J!Itcd 
1H A prof I ~41not<> tbao lh< nn~pyan~ IPr~~~­
lhc .Hm~, the FiciU Puhl'c und I.:IY dtun 
.tuthontu:,, \\ ''h to c't:tbh~h a po't or face J l 

Ch1an~ Tun}!. m order to :lS~I!tt pc>~tJI communl­
c.t.uon,. The d«Xumtm. ~hh.:h \\.s' "'ucd h}' 
tht Plhl and Tclcgr.Jph Depanmcm. amlt.llc' 
the ..:c~pl.lll(c .and tr.mspon of ordan:al) kll<r 
p<ht J.nd re,s,h:reti l1!n~t'l.. Other ,cr.·ic.:c: .. un: to 
l:l..'lrne Ioder a,, conJtlllln~ ~ome more \Uilublc. 

Th~ miluary hJ.> Jgrt'CJ IO C'Jff} lhe nlnol O.og, 
walhout ~h~Jrgtng any f\.o..e. Sui table pt;r,onnd 
are oltlt ••aalablc locally, so the P&T l)o;p:U't· 
men! \\til ~nd ofticiah to Chi!lllg Tun~ m tram 
>UIIablc pcr<onnel 

hr- II 1 'l'lu.l t.omr rmtm.....t.cd ( lu;tnj: I Ung' 



R~n·Pmu! /Jt>t:mrtelll frnm Tlzal.Occupit:d Kengumg 

Tbai :-.tamps of the wartime period can 
therefore sometimes be found postmarked 
Chiang Tung (:;;ee illusLTation on pn.:vious page).~ 

Nol surprisingly. since t.here was a coun 
system established. revenue stamps were also 
used. The first such s1:unp was a one bahl b lue 
valuo which was il luslta lcd by Mr. K iui 
Damrongvadhana in 1987. then by Dr. Pi pat 
Choovoravech in Thr. Thai Tmws.'; A rcc<:nl 
article in the same publication1(' has added further 
inJbn:nmion atld fi1nher values. bringing the lotal 
known 10 four v;J iues of revenue s tumps 
s pcd l1ca lly produced by 1hc Ar111y Map 
Deparnnenl for use in the n tai-occupietl Shan 
Sk11CS. 

Fig-nrc 4 One baht h l.uc val.uc Sti1ltlll 

Accoi'diug to IJI'. Pipal. 1he one baht s1amp 
is primed on dark hiuc ink on rough bamhoo 
paper. h i-s gummcU~ p~.!riOrah.:d 12 and was 
prin1ctl from a mew I plate, The inscripuons read 
·~Revenue Stamp'' a l £hi! top and belov.· the 

Figure 55 .mrtmg (Y cllowochrl! I, tO.sauwg (Violet). 
15 sauwg (green) 

pictu1·e. •·o rig·inal Thai State ... n The central 
figure is Phra U1hac.n playing a harp. ··Tbis is 
~tc >ymbol of the Revenue Depnnmem, i.e .• 
soft harp music played to encourage the pcopl~ 
to pay their 1axos. If nol, lltey" ll receive a 
summons mslead of harp music."l1 

I 

Figt1r..: 6 The R..:vc:nue Ducwnen' (prov1ded by M.r. 
Ket'IIH:lh Ci. Clark> 

Tr:m!)lalion ol' the Revenue Document (and 
no1cs provided by M1·. A Inn D. Cameron) 

Saul City Coun 
9 .lant~orJ' 2488 { 1945 AD} 

I. J\lr. CJrb,Siang. haw: receil't'd numeyn ./01' 
rrcmspcni ~ Q{items hclrwgin~ In jHr. TIIamNrmg 
DidSaWaN'nn nn o.Olcial busmess .ti'om Foi-
7/iung Canton to the Sa111 City Court. Eight 
carriers for one day ar n cosr nf 1.50 baht per 
carl'icr per day tma!Ung 11 baht. :• this 
[payment)lras bee1; pruperl\· received{rom i'vfr. 
17wmNong DidSa Wa:Von. 

[sigued) pa,1·me1~t rec:eiver 
p(lym('fll has been dishursed 

{slgnawrej 
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' Rcpnmed by kind pcmnSSIOil of the Rurn:n 
JleqnM J.. 
•· Noh: by thr cdttor of t..hc Rurmn f'rarock 
• "Kcngtung .. I~ lhe tr.tn!)liccmtion of the name of 

thot Shasi Strut! und its c~•puol In IJurmo tlw fonn 
"Kyainglung .. is somctinh!l'l Ulicd The Thais 
lntn\licrat~ 11 as "Lbi3ng Tuna( or ''Chn~ng r llng" , 
p.;ar:tllcl w uh then u,.;.a~"-""' fur Chi an~ Mt'li :and C:hs~•ng 
R:u. ~y an: 311 proooun..:cd lhc: 'iiJne, the .. ~;;,- is 
.:.«:ng.tung bJ,;ng lhc same 3..'{)imtc.....J ~und 3S is found 
1n .. ky3f' 1n !:iunncse. 

l'h1eng Tung = Kcntung. Mu3Jigltlum .... \1ongpa.n 
, Tlw .. ,s 2486 m tJ1t· Huddhasa l"rn, 18'" year in the 

Shtlwll P'·nod. or :\D 1 9~3 
' /J~rrmu Nrwdbook. by lnfMmataon Ofliccr. 

(iuv...:rruncnc of Bum1a., Slmln. oct l?·t3: printed by 
the M:annJ!cr, Govern me Ill vfltldM • .,res 'I, Stml::t 1944. 

• M1 Ml Kkling, .. Kcngtung I" In l11«: Nn11on. 
Rm'lt;•X'Ifl. c;lfl~ IQ50s Rcpcoducr..'tl1n W\~w.iv.--:uc.cont 
(~ha~ \anbowsa. 

Burma I !tJnd~ • .:tS Jbo'-'C. 

· .\. G Smith: \\;lh Alan and Rct:m.1 Cameron. 
1ran~ .. ··World \Var fl Opemuc;n l'r, Po!lttaJ Ofllce at 

Chtunp. lung~·· The Thaf Tu11c.'.\', Vl11.37, No.3 
<December 1995). pp.b&-69. 

Kuu D11mrongv~dhana. "The Thitt Occuranon 
'-)f Kcng Tung: UnrecMdcd Rcvcnu'-' Label~ of I N~:ts:· 
TIJI,}. Vol9. l\o.2 (Summer l 9X~ ). p.42; firs' 
ruhlhhcll '"The Thai 11tm.·.,. V~;.l.l9.l'\o.3 (December 
lqK7J, pp.57-<>0. 

" sec K1tt1 Dil1nrongvndhaoa~ abo"c, ilJ\d P1pa1 
Choovor .. ,·ech, "Where W3s the Ortglnat Tim Stntc?" 
trruK A Inn und Regina Camet<HI. Tlrf! Thm Tum.·.~. 
Vol.·l9, No.Z (i\ugust 1997), pp.26-30. This IVIL< 

firs l pubh:,hcd 10 the Tbai ~ language }J/u/att'lu· 
Magt~Zllll' for October t985.llte one hu/11 blue vnluc 
\V~l$lblcd b)· Jlctcr K. lber m his R~vemtr Stamp' tl/ 
Tl:ailaml. fo1>1 cd1110n. 19'l3 
" A G Smuh. "NC"w DISCO\~rie .. uf('h•.-n.: Tung 

Rc\.cnuc; .. ;' flit Tlwi Time:s. Vol ~0. ~o.:!: (Augu .. t 
1998). pp.JO 31. 

11 I he '-'Ccupac:c.l Sh:m States \\.eft gi"..:n the name 
"Oriyinltl 11mi Stl'lle", presumably to !- Ire.,~ the; kmship 
or the people thcrl! wuh the Thais ofThnilond. 
" P1p01. ·~onguwl Thni State." p.27. 
11 i.e. In p:tymcnt 
~~ The: connotation In the word used for ''trnn~pott" 

is that the) r•hy,dc.ally earned the c:omntO\Itty \\ lthouc 
w-e of L:.an.~ or other\ chtdes. 
" The; a.ffh:tng. of 11 5-'i.alang sb.mp )('ems n~htrOr 

this 12 hahl bill The: f'C\'COOC ta.' rat~ tn (h~o~n.:; 
Tung .u the lime Y.1\~ ~satang fru-any rc:ccapt' bc;twttn 
5 .md 20 bc1lll. And for L':H:h additional 2.1) l'11ht M 
fraction ther~~r an additional 5 saturrg rc\ emu: t.•x 
had to be p.ud. 

• The lower swmJI ts. n~c.m.ling to Pc1cr lbcr'~ 
o;;atalogue. l)ocunl~nHtry Tax. C1vil DcfenSI! IS!-ouc 
1942. ftD II twith Arnbic numeral "5" u1 rdicr in 
bottum ccnrrc) 
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