
EXIBITION OF BOOKS FROM THE COLLECTrON OF 
M.L. 1\tlANlCH .JUMSAI 

Th.: Sinm Society organiz..:d two exhibitions o( thc book coll~cuon bd ong-ing 
to M.L. \1anich .lumso1 in 2001. The firsl exhibit. hdd ou 4 October. 

featured books. from the Ayutthay<-\n pcrioJ while th.,; second. held on l3 
October. fca t1ncd bnoks from the c:uly- Onng.kuk pcrioJ To provide a bl.!tt.:r 
uudcrstanding 0f th..: book.'\ on dispby. the coruc'\.t in which they wert 
rubli;hcd. as well as on the cullcct<w, M.L. Monich. him;clf. loc111re> by 
Mich:.u:l Smith ies and Sun1c1 .htmsu1. \\'en.~ pnwidcJ at tht.· st.ut of caeh 
exhibit. Michat.:l SmiLhic!-. discu!<iscd 1he authors nud their wn~s tn both tus 
lecnu·~.:•s \Vhile Surlld Jumsai discussed lit~ with an avid hoo~ collector <Uld 
!iCholnrly fnther while (ll::,o prov1ding lmnghts in10 some aspcc.o; of the bCloks. 
t11L'111S\.'I\·L's. 

IJ<JLh SCIS of ~~~turL's arc reproduced he-re in order lO I'Ca<.:h a wu.Jc.::r 
audience. Following the- lran:;cript~ of the: r(\Uf kclurcs a re h ihliogr:)phies of 
lh~ bonks in I he Nf.L t\lan it;h Jums~\i cvlk~cut~n, 





• 

On ~l.L. Manich Jumsai 

Address by Dr. Sumc1 Jums~ti. ~ October 200 I 

M' f.11hcr is 3 book\\ onu. lie \\ uuld read and 
wnh: !Or hnu~ eH'1)' tl..l) ;ultJ wc11 into tfk: 

I."MI~ hour~. A~ an educator. he quue immeRd 
hun.;cl fin hookc: and dtction.m-.:!'1 ._,f ... u \nli:... 

In 1'150 Lhc family rrcrnr<•d h> go w Pam for 
my f:11hd> work for UNF.~('O. I \\'n~ then I I 
:md remembered viv1dly hi~ Ul.!\\ tnkrc-st in Th:u 
hi ... wry hn~\!d on old nccounh ... u~;h """ blloks ami 
r~~orJ~ gomg back to the tmh: of l.outsc XI\' 

Ourin~ the \\«..'\:k.cntl'-~ \\\: \1'-Ctl m tOllo\\ 
hun 10 the honli.i11i3'h lbooL '\tilll,) along tht: 

Semc ""' uri<llts hook<hops on lhe Lcli !lank 
~nd 1hc Ctl). lb" "~uhl lake '"''"'· In •he 
~hilgrin of my rnolher. \dhi cuultl nvl keep ur 
wi lh Lhc p..scc al ''h ich my fiuher wn lkrd. 

Mnny oftltc haokini.<tl knew 1ny lath,"' well. 
On S<:i.ling him frum afar \\<)uld greet him ami 
'a}', ··t ha\ c ::1 hook ''" S1a111 i"or} Vll toJay", So 
th.1t 1~ hu\\ the rare hook:-. cnll~ctin~ -.raned 

We li1 ed. I I hulk. quote frugally m !'an< 
hc~au..;;c of rhe m<mcy SJ.~111 b~ m~ fatht.-r on 
rare book~. Actually m thow da)' th.:::y ''ere 
qtulc cheap . .. that i~ to ~.ty he fun: thL" prc: .. em 
U:t~ collcc1ors were bon1 

I wa~ fairly inllucnccd by I hen hy tn)' iatht:r 
hllc•k cvllcc1 ing. When I wen! up'" C':omhridge. 
I hought " cory of" hoo~ caiiCll ::i<'\V/1 }-',rims It 
t~ ._;~lied Lhc: Jt?.•wil ( .:umm/..i•d, If I nMy ,,,,.nd ju~t 

th(" frunu~p1.:cc: 

fhc· .knul l -nmaut,·J ''·~.a d1.1lu~u.: bctWC\."0 thC' 
fl'K'Kl holr tJtbi:r. tathcr R.u:hclk-. C.m•c.~~ <'f 
In~ most Chnstlan ~la1cs1~. th~ nXht cha~te F;stht.'T 

l'ct~-: 1 . t."Un li;.-s~r or the J...ml! of fo.n)!l:tnd Jnd tht 

mu-s1 I>JOtl$ fillilCI'. i'JLh..:• Pol'har. ;\mbJt!<.:i-3dor of 

1h.: rrcnch King to His ~141J~!ol\' , H Suuu, ' ' hl.'n:m 
tlu.· pri ncip le; mcii!<I.\Jrt.:'i t lu,' 'il: rc\Crcm f:uhers 
prc1cnd 1\) 1.akc C01 thl." c_,uwcr,i•'" tlf I he Fnglish 
h~.:rc:cics imd the idolnt.:r., l•f S1.1m 

And!\(' it gOL .... on . . . J mere f) .. ho'' you 1his 

n:rnnl uf II~<· bud~ I am '~I"} proud of "''''"'"c I 
unl) b<ough• 11 for only sewn poUillh. I '"1'1''"" 
1\U\\ 11 '' ould fCtch \\ ~:IJ b-.=yond 1000 Pl'll1hl.,, 

l\1) r.11he1 \\ rt~.o llOl a colk·ctur J~ :'!Uc.:h. l:ur 
him hook:-. wcr\! ~imply rcse:uch m~UCI'hl l' I k 
ttbo furap.:d into ouchivcs. especially nt Rue ~lc 
Bnc '' h~rc th<.: arrh&\t.'~uf Lhi.: :VIissmn l~ trangc,·c 
ctmt•unms mnny books and manu:acnpt:-. on till "~ 

p;.tn l•l th~ world :md c-;pecially on SiJIII A Iter 
he reurcd from U:->.ESCO. he dcl1ed 11110 
archin!' el.;t\\ hc!re Europe. He had to fnn:gtl 
Li,bon. ,\m,tcrdam and Lcidcn lx"'\."ath\.' vf 1h~ 
l""l'UJ~e pruhlcm. Bul he a l<n collec1cd 
micrnli hn~ ft vm a ll uvcr Lurupc rh.:r.;: \\'crt: 
bux...: ... und h,,'i~~ nf micro fi lm~ Ill Olll' huu:-.~ 

Th~ Olh~r d1 1~ II c upeneJ them ami h;olf 101' them 
have hc~ll dcstmyed b> 1hc dcm<nl,; the~ h:11·c 
b.:t.:umc nwldy The r~st we tried 1u '"I\ :tgf.!. 

\Vc ha'~ rc~cntl}' prL·~cntcd tH the Soctcty \\h .. 'lt 
remams of these ron: nncrotihn~ am.llhC) nrc :1 

trca .... ur~ 1(0\C 1\'lr r"'~car-chcr.; . 

t )UJ'fX''c that m) father·~ influrnc~ on me 
wa_s 'Cr\' grc!•lt b('C'J.usr smcc my childht1(1d I 
uJso h.:-:.unc ,t ~nn nf a bm1!.. \\ unu '' 1th •m 
tnl<.:n.·st in Siamt!sc hi'\tory, And I immCI'~cll 
my~l!lf Ill rCl.'UitiS vr thl' early hi~lory 'll Siam, 
Hy thutl m~an 17'!l cl!nlllry record!'! tlfSiam. ror 
c.\ampk. th~: rcrnnl:; ~'" t.he Si:lme!:oe l.!ntb{tS~)' 
on I 1>~4 to Kmg t'harks II of Englan<l t\nd I 
h:a,-c dt .. C<"'\ er~d ;s., a result of that rc'car~h u l•~t 
of~""' Ill 1hc Kong of En!!land who.:ll ~<ere 
lnlJX'Undcd b) the Bnush custom(,_ 

\l'o I c:unc aerO)).. or r:Jthcr I \\a.-. lnltl or 
:moth~:r unique dclcurnent wrinen by one '-'t tht: 
stu<.h.'l\1) ~cnt tn Europe in Lh!! 171' crntul')·. I rcJi.·1 
t<) an cssny wdttc11 by <.1 Si1um.:sc ~tudcnt in the 
16:<0" i.J I 1 he 1 lnt\'cr-;iry of Pnris. 11 \va~ \Hitl.,;n of 
..:ou~c'" Lutin. I " 1sh rhatall £hc~c nlnnu,clirt:-. 
.tml r~t.:\'11.1' .. "11 c\~ntuall} bl." puhh,h!.!d Of 
~ou~. o;,un'h! of lhem will ha\"e lO tx! truu~l:llctf 
from Laton an to ~i1her English or Th..11. 



On Books from the Ayutthayan E ra 

Address by Michael Smithies, 4 October 200 I 

In J\ !acbt!lh, A<.:t 11 s.:cnc 3. the thrL-c witchcs arc 
on :1 heath \Vaiti ng for 1Vfacb~1h and lJanquo to 
pass. The fil"!' t wi1ch :says ro her coHen~ues 

A ~:-:~itor·~ wife had chcsrm.it:. 10 her ln1> 
A11d mum:h\J, ~md mum;ll 'd, ;md munch' d· 

' Ciivc tnc-' qm)th 1: 
Aroimthcc. WHch!' rhc rump ri>d ronyon cn.cs 

l lc1 husb~md's to Aleppo ,gon<.'. master o' the 
T I£.1.:'C 

Bm in a SlC\'C' I' II t luth~r sad. 

And, Jikc n rat v.:ithout ~ t:lil. 
I'll dtlp, l'll d<~. ami I'll dt\. 

The othet· 1wo witches of'l~r to bh>w wind, 
~od Lhe. l i r~t witc'h nrmniscs to dmitl him Llry, 
wi1J1 11l) sh:c:r, ll imini!<.lu ng strl'nglh, :mel n 
1emrh.~St tossed jotu·n~y. 

Whm. you moy well osk. does that ho'c to 
Uo w itb u <.:olkt:uon of 17'" and l8111 ccnnuy 
books on Siam'? T he ' rnnswr or t.hc T iger' wa.~ 

none other lh(m Ra lp h Firc h. \\'ho wcm wel l 
beyoud Aleppo fnotwithl\landing the \\·itches) 
to Goa. whC'rc he wa~ S!Wi.'ll from tho.: Portuguese 
lnquisitic111 by Vnn Li11schote n. \\110 pc~u~dcd 

JLim tu abjure Pmtcstnntism. Fitc-h left G(lfl in 
15S-I ror UunntL \\· h..:n: he thllnwed the army 
{the 8um1es~ ki r\g Ntu"'ldHbclyin WH~ pl'~panng 
IO invadt lltt: Siam o r Thrtllllni\l':l('ha) nnd \'jsited 
Clnang Mai and the Shan Stutes in I S~o 151\7. 
In Burma he must hnvc p il:.kcd up hh~ L'XHrnp!c. 
of a pems. bell \Vhic h is in 1he Brirish Museum 
coll('ttlon. Ht: ke pt no notes nf his travels for 
rear of being !)rrc~tt:'d as a .spy. and Jn:- hth.:r 
account d rew on ex ta nt works. lt was ti rst 
publishL·d in Hukluyt 's Prindpul .'Vm•i,c,milms 
( 15'19 ). 

Fitch (H24)1 i< the e~rl iest mnhot' 10 appear 
in lhis remarkab le collcc1 inn o f hooks. where 
he ts I'CPI'C:SCill\.'.J by u DuiCh tr.m~Jatitm or h i!­
travcls pub I ished in Lei den in 1706. IJut he wa·, 

by nn mean:-; the c.•arlic'H tl1\vellc:r· w leave nn 
~tccount of:.. \' i'l,ll to Siam. That hon0ur. as far as 
this colll'..;tion is ..:um:croc(.L gucs to Ft rniiu 
i\Tcnc1 H Pi ntn. \vhn tnwdlcd fL1r 2 1 yenrs 
thro ughout the \!::tst. duri ng \Vhich he was 
shipwrc<:ktd aml tmprisoncd counth:.~!-1 time~. 
beJore retuming to Portugal in 1558. Jymg tht-rc 
in 1 5~.\ . Hi~ huge · Pt•re.~J'IIW<'<io • was published 
po!->Lhumuusly m 1614. HL" \\Tote 1l from memory 
wh ile h\'ntg iu au honoumble n:tn'cmenl. H~ 
dcvmcil nine ch~1pters 10 ·The Empire ofSornau. 
whkh the pcopk•nl'thc ..:ounlry call Sinm' where 
he l ih~d it1 dtL' 1540s. Hb buuk t\<t!-1 long 
con~id~t\~d 10 be ~omewh:ll fbbulous. but r<:c~.m 
n:sc.:.m:h has shov .... n tha t hl' W4JS quite nccurntc 
:1~ fM· a~ Si<Jtn i::. dJik~mdt ~1\..'th.lc~ Pilttu':-
1\'0r~ suffered from poo t' trauskttious and 
abridgement. and nnly rL'ccnt ly hns :1 vi:!blc 
l:.ugh~h v~..~r~1un app.:an·(.L:: No early \Cr:dons tlf 
his work appea1· ut the M.L. Mamch colkouon, 
hut Lhcrc .an..: sevcml examples dating ti·om the 
19''• ccmury. 

The eal'iiest book '" Uuscollcctmll, Mali ce' s 
general his1ory of the l ntl ic~ irt l) published in 
1665. bdungs to a genre \vhcTL' ull lh nt i~ known 
fl bOlll :l reldli vc ly r<.'iuote are :..~ b gathered 
togcthl'r h ctwccn two covers. This genr~ wa~ w 
bl..' bcc:omc singularly l1ishionahlc in lh L' 1~11 ' 
cemury. und.~r 1he intluc ntt uf till· l·rL·nch 
F.ncylop:tcdtst...s~nd Didcrot in panicular, as the 
w·ork~ r.:prc.scntcd in Llus collcct10n hy Salmon 
(li37J. Lambert (1138). de Ln Harpe !113~). 

Roll in (:140 I ). nud Oclnpor·tc (#42) show. 
Travel wnLing per sc is represented hy St r uys 

C/1'1 ). T avernier (115\. and Ma11ddslu 1!12S), 
anci there is C\ f.! ll o1n ~xamplc Hf fl desk SlLu.ly. 
Do !'Is le (117 ). whose I r,R~ \'nlume gathered 
tO_g(·IJl.:r what liulc was thL'n known ahnut Siam. 

wit hom hh. c\\!I' IM\'iHg 'bitcd 1h~: cotullry. Uut 
the lir~t really imponam hook to deal wi1h Siam. 
though nol cxdu!'ltvcly, is Lhal of J:tC(jUt!S de 

Joumal ''ltlw SiMn Sunt.·t~· :{9.1 & :! (1001) 



bthllwn uf 8Q()k.f: jmm rile .:ollc:·c-uon oj ML .\luml Jwns11t 67 

B11urges (~2), published 111 1606. w1Lh the 
iudcccntly long. IHie Rrlufi(Jn rlu ''a.n•gt" t!~ 
~fonsergm'ur I £1·.Fque di! Bi!n'tc. ricair, ... 
Apnwoliqut• du U.onwme dr lu Cochmdrm~ 
pnr /u Turqwc. /u P~.:r.,·c· h's lnJt•.<t, t'/r fusqu ·rm 
Rm•mum: tit' Shun l'l autres lil~T. par ,\1 Jc• 
IJOUI').!.L'\', fJrt;lrt!. nll.,~I0111Ul1rC UJHJ,ftn/tqu.:. fk 
lJourgcs prcccclt:cl b~ 1wo di.'C.tdl!c. ch~ nM .. ~iH!' 
''~Hpnutmg \'lr thc 1-rcnch. tmd ht!<> hook appcarc:d 
hcfnn: lll(>St ,,r lh< Dutch tcxb "ere publ,.hctl. 
'"' id1 I he c,;ccpt ton nl Joo:;.l 1\~houh!'n. '' ht-hC" 

work tlll Siam fi"t ttppcnn::d m I6~K (the nuthN 
or nl..'l 1(\ nnothcr SdlOU1Cn). 

De Bnurg:c-s '"'us horn 111 Pnns abom 16:\0, 
unlutru,:d nh0111 I 6~5. ami JOmcd 1Ju~ n~\\ I) 
founded SocrCI<! dc.s Mu, .. wn~ f"tr.m!tcrcs. I h: 
wus dh)S<!Il 10 Ul'C~)mpnnv. tln h1:-. lnng i)\CrlunU 

juumcy lt1 St~uth l~uM •\..,ta, Mw LnmOCrt de lu 
Ml•llt.', ilppuiulcd by Pt'.II'H! ,\Jt:\>mdcr \I ~h 
hi~ hop h) th.: l.tp,cd ..,t.~ ni BCf) tc ~ Ucm.tt J, '' lHl 
'"'a' given tlw ,tLhhtll1naltulc ul npu:ttohc \ h:ar 
D.: 13()urgcs , .... ,~ IH Saum tOr u )'C:Uf m1d 1l' hal r. 
i'r<>m A r 1 d I M1 (hut h" pan> d1d nos reach she 
cupllal IUIIII Ali£U'I) 10 Ckh.>bcr 1(){)3. He b"-' 

fuur dtaptcrs on S t:tm, CO\ enol-! 11~ g .. ·og.mphy 
and C'COJlOUl)', rrwl\, (Uil tlu: \')Sll(1r$ h;a\'C a 
*'cc-uon on S1omcse fruu~!) the m.:tnncn. and 
cu.sum, of the S~amese. and r~li~Jon. \\ h1k he 
pnnses. Snun IUr lls rdigtolb tolcrnnc.c. n nev\!r 
sccmcd 10 occur 10 btm that hts uwn ~.:ountt: 
w+a!, much in arrears on this score If.: g1' c-~ 
pl'flCtical ups on where bc..;t to chang_~ ont:'l> 
money 1111d how w U"a\d qwclJ> tu Europe (on 
[ngJ~h \'cssd~ it seems). De Bourgcs n:mmt:d 
to Swm bridly m 1669 "hi k on his "a~ to do 
missionat) work 111 Tunk.m He n:tumcd a.gam 
to Ayullhnya to be consecro1ed urular B1shop of 
Auren and upostohc nc-ar of We$l T Qnkin by 
the Bishop of :Vlctellopohs. Mgr Laneau, m 
1 6~1. He. rcmamed m Tonkm until 1713. "hen 
he and hlS stm manans: we.rc expelled. l II! eo1mc 
once mor(! 10 Ayunhaya. \\hen: he dJt:d in J - )4, 
ugcd ubout R..J. He was buned in th~ l"l"11lctef} 
nnn~hed ll1 St Jo,cph"s church there. 

\Vc thc:n come 10th.: iml French cmha.."5y 10 
Siam. wh1cb prndu~ed ,, deluge of boo~> rclatmg 
fil">t- haml cxpcncnccs. Outck"t aiT lh< mark 
nn rcLUming to Fraru.:-: Wa!. 1hc. mtrcpH.l Jc-.wt 
Gu~· Tnchard 1#~ ~. I) 14, 17 I~). whose 
nccoun1 of lm. rir!'C JUUmcy to ~mm m I ll85 was 
lir<t published 111 the year of lus r<l\lm. ~~~h 

A< th1s had the mark of novelty. 11 mn to 
num<rous cdiuons, both s:mctioned Cm France) 
and pu·med em the Netherlands. paniculorly 
t\ mstcrdam ). 

I" a< hard wns born ncar Angouleme, probably 
m I MS. and J<,llicd the Company uf .lcsu< m 
llif>R. \h,1ut 16RO he"""' 10 1hc Anullc~ hut 
".1'- bose~ m r-01m in I hX<-1, when he \\'01$ named 
a!) ouc ,,,- M'\ Jc!:,uu mulh~:mnllc1ans\ tJ1c- lender 

of whom"""·" Fr de Fumancy, di.!MIIlcd logo 
Chma. and who JCCl1mpnmcd the rhrmmont 
Choc'Y cmba.~y ot InKS se111 by l.nu" XIV 
Tachurd managed lo <'SUlblish " close lia1son 
With r'haullon. lhc waly Lt!v:munc Jdvenlllrer 
who tilled the pos1 of Plrrd 1\/tJ,wJ:, wrtlrout 
uU •. mg lht.: wlc. Tnchnrcl returned ttl Europe 
1n,lcJd of gomg to Chtna (\ .. hach he wns n..:vcr 
tt, n:llt:h tn ~II hi~ jmrmcy' ((1 the Ell'll) to '-11pply 
I:! ( l.llcr 1 J ~ m.uhcm:ui~.:.al Jc.,utt' to "il1!1~fy the 
whtm' \•f Kmg ~o.tr.u. lit: rclumcd \\'ith tlu: Lu 
Loubcrc ( cb.:rcl <mba") 111 I liX7 ur111cu with 
'c-cn:t m.'ttructirJn' \\IHch he: a~su1n~o:d plih.:cd 
hlm o.l'k.'\C the otlio.al envoy'\, '"hose pOSII tnn 

be nude a,, d1lllcuh 3> p<J>>Jblc. lie retW"tlcd 
wllb La LoubcrL'. ~L"' r"\arm's envoy to l'llpe 
Innocent XI and lO LoLus XJV It was nol un1il 
:-.nvemll<.'l' I ~89 thnl F rnnce k3rncd about 1hc 
coup d'etat m Lnphun of t li~S and the death of 
Phaull.on. and NaraJ ThiS ll1<i nO\ >lop T3chard 
from embarldng on a shird journc~· IU Sium u1 
1690 (incidentally rccurdcd hy Ruben Cballe. 
110 ian ufhis) . .mJ frurn Pund1ch.!ry he nllempted 
10 gain admiSsion to tho: counlr}. \Vnl ing w the 
nc" Phra KIJ/a11g, Kosa Pan. who had no love 
oi h1m c1th<r While he bided h>s lime in 
Pondichery he apparomly engaged 10 a 
clenc!estme trndc m dmmonds concealed in the 
heels oi h1s (and oilier> "J shoes. He was seized 
when the Dutch anacked l'ondJch~l) '" 1693 
and off-loaded in 11unkirk. He left ngain Ott his 
fuurth jolU"tlc~ to SJ3Jll m 1695, tinally renching 
Ayunhaya in 16Q9 'ia Mergui. bearing :1 lcucr 
from Lou" XIV nrigmall~ Je<tincd i(>r King 
:\ar.u and J letter from Pope [nnucent XI who 
had died ntne years prcv,ou;ly H"' rcccpunn 
\\iSS l."'idly IOnnal He return~d 10 FrcUIC( m 
17()0 and ><I niT lor h" lif\n Journey to 1he 
IndiO\ lie "as m Pond1chcry lrurn 1702 lu 
1710, when he came mto cont1ic1 wuh th~ new 
gowmor. and lcli fur C"h:mdcrdagor m Bengal, 
\\here he <lied m ) 71~. 
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Tachard h; not a sympathetic character. He 
\Vas a parar101d schemer \Vho rnfihn rtcd himsel f 
eve1ywhere and was in large me~rsur·c r·espon­
siblc l'or the ullimme liasco of lhe French 
advcrnure in Siam. The only pl!rson \vith whom 
he appeors <o have established a r~ppon wos 
Phaulkon. who used him u.s his secretary and 
for corw<:ylng orc.lcrs IU hb cuuk.. 

Tnchard wro1e p!'Oiilically (hi> later JOurney> 
have still no< hc.en published). His firs< journey 
lo Sium :-:old well, wi th 3() imag inati\'c 
engravings (moslly. il'r fact. 0 r I 'a una met ut lhc 
Cape), and was translated imo English. Dmc·h. 
and Italian. His atcounl of h1s second journey 
was far less successful. running to only two 
nrticial ~.d itions nnd one pir:ncd one~ it is swn·cd 
with cxtracts and rtceounts tTom other people, 
and tries to show Tad 1o.mJ in Lhc best pos'\iblt: 
light. h concludes with his nppcarance aL RumL' 
in Dctembcr lfiRR (un;1w;:rre thnt King Nnrtri. 
whom h..: rcpr~~cnLcd, wm; dead and Phau1kon. 
his patron. assa~si natcd). whcrc ht:: lit:d to the 
pope, ~1ssuring him that King Narai \vas building 
churches :J IJ o\·cr the country and was takmg 
instntctions ul Catholicisrn. Tht:" tnp to Rorn~: is 
nl"> represented here by the Prague (second) 
edition 01' the <ICC()tlnt of the pap:1l illldience 
(tt30). \\1hi~h cuntams the BUcklin cngraving 
uftcr the original by \Vcstcrhout. 

The Abbe Fran~ois-Timolcon de Choisy 
com"-' next (# 10-11, 26). He was nne nl' Lhe 
mo:;1 colourful ch(Jracters of lhl.! rcriod. l-ie wa~ 
in 1·um a trnnsvestire a.bbe with a passion fol' 
::;ct.ludng young girls (\vhom he drc....,scd as rncn). 
a gambler who lost fortunes altht· gtmu ng tabks 
in Venice, a secremry to Cardrnn l de Bourllon 
at the clcctwn of Pope rnnoccnt Xr. co adjutant 
ornb~ss;1d0t' 10 !It~ King of Siam. 1685-1686. 
and a member of the French i\cndemy from 
J 6:-P. t•nding up its dcnn. Thanks tO his mother, 
\vho is reputed to havt· seduced the young LouiS 
X IV. he knew everyone :n coun. II'Om the king's 
youngor hrother (with whom he was raised) 
down. Ht~ cou ld not stop wriling. On complc1inn 
of n n eleven volume 1 Jisruirf! <le I 'i:.'glise he b. 
said lo hnvc remarked he would h:we 10 learn 
somedung about ll. I-lls charmmg Journal du 
r"'oyaJw de Siam f(w en 1685 1!1 1686 is \VI'inen 
wlth verve .and a fine eye for detail. llliS is 
wriu~n m the i\mn of a J iary of daily cv(:nts lo 
his friend and ftllti!'C fellow-academician Ute 

AbbC D<1gncau. The jour·ncy was undenaken in 
part to escape Ius debtors -and in pan bec::mse 
of a desire to reform. whtch he had decided to 
do a ftcr I'Ccovcring from a serious illness in 
1683: he linully took holy orders in lopburi in 
December 1685. lk had hoped to be nomiuated 
ambassador to Siam. but wns beaten 10 tht! pos1 
b)• the Chevalier de C'h:tumnnt. iL was agreed in 
Vcrsaille~ that Choisy wouiU !'tay on in Siam lo 

in:,ti'UCt 1h~ king ifth~r~ wc1·~ any hope-s for his 
convers1nn. i\ fter arriving in Si:un he was soon 
disabused on tlus notion by the Bishop or 
Mctcllopolis. Louis Lancau . and the Abbe de 
LJlHmc. and rcn1rncd wuh the embassy in 1680. 

Choisy must have heen a delight1Ullra\'el1ing 
cowp<:rnion: he has non~ of the pun<.k~rousncss of 
Ch~umom or the sniff)' sanctiry of Tachard. lie 
is amusing and lighl- hcanei,.l. nncl nothing ~ccmed 
to worry him. He :..~ t: tcd as a blidgc hclwcco the 
Jestlits ... and the Frcncb Missionaric.~. bdng abl~ 
to keep on good tem1s with both sides. Being an 
mdame<.l prit:s1 did not !'top him pl:1cing b~t.s, 

using pon:dalo ptcccs gl\·~.:n by King Nar .. u as 
wagers, -during stops on 1lte rerum journey 

~u greater conlr:L<.;L coufd be fOund hc:rwccn 

Chotsy and the Che \'• lier Alexandre de 
Chaumont (lll2). who wns imbued with a great 
~cn~e of hh: own impori~mcc tL" ambn~saclor of 
Louis XIV tu Kmg Narai CbaumOnl was sti tT. 
tmbending. and thoroughly boring. 801'11 about 
I 640 (he died in 1710, wi th "''further posi;ions 
df importance 3ftcr Siam), he c:.rmc from :.1 

distinguished lluguellot 11lmily. conVened to 
C:uholicism. nnd scrvc::d in 1hc navy :1nd 1he 
am1y . . He w;.rs ptous to~~ <kgrct·. anti bccatL'ie of 
thts. and his convcrswn. was tlwught su unblc to 
lead nmi.s.sion tt' convcn ::r pag.1n monnrch. I lis 
mamHi"c ofh1S misswn is somt.!wh~al disc.mk~n.·d 
but tries to iodude as much factuul rnatcrial as 
would impn.::;s 1hc Marqui~ de Scignelny. the 
Secretary 01' Staw for Lht Nuvy and in l'h.ugc of 
the Siamese vcnwrc in Versailles. as to th~; 

imp~1n<1nc;; C'f Si;,rm Like all visitors. h\! gh~s 
:m acctlunl \)f Lh<.' capturing of wild elephant~. 

und the 1-"XOtLC lruits ofLhe counU)'. 
r\~ :l COUI11e"\'C1g_hl 10 the OlllPOUI'tll_gS nf 

Lh<.-- fnt:ndlcss Tuehanl. one should mentum the 
wol'k ofr\ichol lls Gervnisr. ::r French mtSSIOnary 
of 1hc Missions Etwng.Crcs rcstd<:tll in Siam 
from 1682 to l(>g6. who published in 16RR his 
I lis wire Naturel!c1 eJ Puli~·ique du Ronwme dt! 
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Siam in 1688 (# L 5- L 6 ). 111is gave a balanced 
description of .the kingdom. second only in 
objectivity and thoroughness co La I.oubt!re's 
voltune of L 69 L. Gc,·vaisc was born in Paris 
about 1662 and was orrlnined a pries! before he 
wa.s 20. 1-((' was s..:nt to Siam with the energetic 
missionary, Mgr Pallu. Aficr returning to t=rancc, 
he became a cure in Briunny. and 1hen moved 
to Tours, whcr..: he \VTOW his hook on Si~un and 
nnorher on the Kingdom uf Makas$ur (it is not 
kn(lwn if he ever wem there~ but he brought 
back to Fnmcc the two sons of the Mako.ssar 
prioce who \Vas defeated a.l\cr rl'volting m 
t\ yutLhaya in 1686). He went to Rome. in L 724. 
was made titular Bishop of Horren, and then 
lefl for what 1S now Venezuela, when.! he was 
killed by Carib Indians in I 729. 

The publi~hed accounts of the activities of 
th..: French missionarics. appei.lring under the 
f\lbl'ic of 1he Relation des 1~1i~sions et des 
Voyages df's £!resques Vicoires Apusruliques 
. . . from 107-:! to 1677,a..;;wcllasRishopPallu"s 
volume with the same Litk (Pans, Bcdtct. I 66X) 
and Nou~uettc's account of I heir acuviues for 
1681-1683 (Chartres, Mnssot, I 6831. some of 
which al'l! represented h\!rc (#3 . 6). arc also 
informative about Siam. though none sought to 
gi vc the ovcn1icw Gervaise managed ll) achic-\rc. 

\Vith Gerva ise's book on..: rcacbcs the 
cataclysmic year 1()88, though no on~ in Fraucc 
was a\varc or the 1:\'Cnts in Siam from May to 
NQvcmber tlult year unt il the fo llowing 
November. The rare English account {H20) with 
the arresting tillc A full and true ~·elatiq,, of the 
great and \a.·oruh<!lful Revohmon that ltappeucd 
lately in 1he Kingdom o{ Siam i11 the l:.'ast­
lndies. glvliJg a particular accmwt ofthe sei:ing 
ami Death <l fhe LOU! King. am/ of tlu.! Settmg 
up n.f a Nell' One appeared in London with 
Randal Taylor in 1690. L1 was published 
anonymously, and the sourc..: is no1 given or 
b1own for cennin. 11 could have a Dutch origin 
(th" Dutch were important in England afier the 
ovcnl1ruw of James LL in 168K by Will iam nf' 
Orange), or it c.ould be an insider like the "English 
Catholic" whose unpublished memoirs have been 
ci~ed in exlcnsu m Dtrk Van clcr Cruyssc's book 
f.ouis XI V e1 le Siam ( A.nglice: Siam and the 
JVes1 /5()(1--/ 700, CUITClllly in press ). 

The colk:ctiou boasts IWO copies or th..: 
extremely rare HistoiJ·e de Ia Revolutiun de Siam 

llrrivl!e en l'a11m?e 1688 by ,Jean Volln nt des 
Vcrc1uains (#21). published in Lilk in 1691. 
Voll11ot was an engineer. wbo in his accoum 
referred to himself in Lhc th ird pen~on -ns 
"ingenieur en cbcf'. l'ront Ccberet's account of 
his mis>ion. only published io 1992, we know 
that Vollanl was a prickly characlcr, quick to 
utkc offence; b~: wn~ scornful of the c:rtginccring 
eftons or the gifted amateur La Mare, who had 
been Lcfi behind in I 685 to build city walls 
throughout Lhc <..:uuntry. V uHanl was capturc.d in 
1689 when the Durch seized the Coche aod the 
Normande at Lhc Cape. and spent some Lime. 
like the Jesuit L~ Blanc. to whom we shall 
brielly rerum, in the prisons of Middelburg in 
Holland. There he was nhle l<) rellect i\n the 
covetousness and tluplicil y practiced by Lbc 
French factor Veret and General Ocsf\trgcs in 
the e\'ClllS of 1688, nnd his book gives a full 
3CCoun~ of tbc tribul:itions and ignominious 
treatment of Madame Phaulkon at the hands of 
french general. 

The turgid hagiography of Phaulko n. 
Histuire de 1\1. Constance, premier miuislre du 
R{)y de Slam. et dt! Ia t1ernii!re Ri!1•o/t,rftm de r.et 
Eta/, published in 1690 by Fr l' ierre-Joseph 
d 'Orlean; (#19) wn.< wriLLen by someone who 
never wc.nt to Asia and ne~Vcr met h.i!' subject. 
Oeslaodcs- 13ourcau said bis liLLie book was "a 
complete fic1 ion , , , wishing to pass off the 
'chief minbtcr of Siam ' as :1 martyr and even :t 

~aim. lie wos neither:· O'OriCans, in Van dcr 
Cruyssc's words , "contented hunself with 
rcpc.ating the inventions of hl.s colleague Guy 
l'achard'" and even speaks or Phaulkon 's visions. 
D'Orlcnns account of th~ ·,·evolution· which 
lills more than half his hook seems to he derived 
largely li·om La Diane. TI1e Jesuits put so much 
faith in the power nod innuence of Plwulkon 
that Lhcy ncctlcd to justify the collapse in I MR 
of' the pack of cards created by thtir (and l'rcnch) 
ambitions. Thai m:tdition was maintained with 
the publicaLion in I 992 of Raphael Vong­
SUr'Jvatana ·s Un.Jesulte fi Ia Cour df.• Siam. 

Simon de La Loubcrc (1122-23. 27i was chief 
envoy extraordinary to King NaraJ m 1687 who, 
w11h his coUcague Cebcrct, was made to sufier 
innumerable indignities at the hands of Tachard 
during his mission to Siam. He avenged himself 
by \ \•riling a magisterial account of the ~.:ountry. 
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/)u Royarmre d~ Siam. pubh<hed 1n french m 
11!91 and Ill Enghsh l"o Y""" later In 1his ac­
count .. Tnchard is only mentioned once. m relation 
10 his JlOSitlon al the lirsl lbml:-.1 nudi~ncc: he 
was consigned to obhvion. l. u Louh"ru (1 642-
17291 was hom and educilloJ 111 roulousc. He 
I wed in Puns where he pm1idp:ucd in salon and 
lih!rol') life. and through hi!'! cnnncctmn'l hcc;m1c 
-«.-<:rein!) to the French umb.c.,.ltlor to Sw1tzc-r­
hu1d m 1676. ,\tler holdinl! o1her post> he".,_' 
nominatt-d to lead lb..: nn~'l<ln 1<' Si~tm. wh1ch 
":J..< accompanied by man)• lruop' ami had <e<:rel 
1>r<kn. to seize Bangkok and MCI'gllllfthey were 
not handed over voluntarrly. Phaulkon was placed 
in an c.~rrcmely dillicull positron and IL<c'd Tachard 
disrupt French intentions nsmuch :l$ possible. La 
loub~rc gamed entry intn th" Fr·ench f\cademy 
in 1691 with his book on S1am.rnd ullcr aneq1wlly 
unsuecc<'ful mission 10 Sp:iUl occup•c'tl h1mseJf 
with lucrruy hfc. lalcr reunn~ 10 Toul<•u>e. Hb 
mi,SIIlll 10 Siam rna) haw h<:~n a failure. but he 
lt:llthc mOSt co01prehenst\C .l~t:uunt of the king­
dom m the 1 080s. and 11 rcmauh ~tn unn\·allcd 
o;nurce oflnfom1atiun. 

The cigh£eenth centtuy tS thm on nc:coums 
dcnllng spccJ iicaiiy with Sinm: 111dc~d there ls 
only one:: of any ncHt', and thm '"·ns n second­
hand arf:ur The firs1. b)' l::ngelhcr1 Kacmpfcr. 
1onns p:ut of larger work denhng with Japan. 
nnd ":b lil'>l pubhshcd 10 Fngli'h in lonJon in 
1727. Kacrnpfen,asbomin 11>51 m\\'e<tphalia. 
'luthL'<i medicine in I );tmehn. llamburg 3.lld 
Lubeck. languages m C'I.ICO\\, and then in 
l'nJS,in lie jouied the >cl'\ n:c nf Charles X I of 
Sweden. and we111 on llll embH:.sy to Pc~ta in 
I bX3, In lslahan he decided w 10in 1hc Dutch 
Fa<t Indies Company as ch•cf <~1rgcon of the 
llcct. l-Ie \1/:tS in Bat::t\ ttl Ill 16~i.J. 3 rH.l the 
tOIIO\\'ttlg year len on a Journey to JOflan. p.n.:;slng 
lhr<>ugh Sinm. He len Jap.m m 16'12. was in 
Lc•dcn m 169-1 and !hen 1\:IUml-.1 lo Germany. 
c.J)·mg m 17 \(). His notes anti P.'P'!h \\ t.""tc bought 
by a grca1 collector. SIT """'<;Inane. <ecrelal) 
Hfthc Royal Academy m Lomlon. who engaged 
a Swis-.; scholar. John <:;.;hcucht.:r. hJ translalc 
Kitcmpfcr's worJ.. inw English. llle volume we 

have in thiscollectiou #35 bJ l·rcnch translali<m. 
Kucmpt'cr was t.he tirs1 Gcnlllln to lcuvc n."turds 
,)f Swm. and was m Ayuuha)'n only m:o years 
ul1cr 1hc depanure of the I rcnch: Phclracha ""'S 

kmg. and Kosa ran was h1> f'hra Khlong 

(Kacmpfcr found h" palace full of french pnnts 
and cobweb,),. I h: left a f:urly :Jccuratc accoum 
of 1he cvcms of 1688 and describes Lhc ch1cl' 
S-ight~ u l' the capital A rullll<tY\l, lie Jlotcll thAl 

•he fore bu ilt by the French m Bangkok hnd 
hccn ra7cd. 

Chevuhcr (lnlcr Count) Clu udc de FIJI'bin 
\\:1~ not iu Starn dunng the event"' of I (l~l\ lle 
had gone 1hcrc as aide-tk-camp 1o the Chc' a­
her de ChOIUOl(llll in 11•85 \\h~n II<: \\a> ool) ~<) 
and had alrcJdy seen s.:en icc under 01m1s 1n 
various 1)ans of the world. PbomJkcm engineered 
Kmg Nann , rcques1 lhat he ~tay on in Sum 
after Chaumon1cmbassy returned. nommnlly 10 

tl':lllllns trOOP> and navy. bu1 prohahly 111 order 
In keep tum from 1ell ing louis XIV vr the n:al 
worth ot' the cnumry,s trade. l ie O.CCU)Cd 
Phnulkon of trymg 1o kill him. li '" ~)' pobon 
and then \'- nh nc.ur-impo3siblc ma,,wn,. H~: 

c\ cruuall) found his situan<m 1ntolernblc anJ 
k11 S1am "1thou1 permission al I he <nd (If I ~~~6. 
gomg 10 Pt>nd1chi:ry dllJ then. curiou,ly. IT)' lOS 
1o return mcn~nil<:> 10 Siam. poss1bly Iii con­
uuue: lu:, prh ate rradmg. On h1s retum co Frnnc~ 
m 1688 he snw the thr\!C: m oSllmportant liJ:,'lU'CS 

mthe Siamese vcnmre: louis XIV. 1l1c Murquis 
de Scigncluy, and the k ing's confessor. the Jc­
sutt Fr de Lu Chaizc. ami ga\'c his unl1aucring 
opimorh of '' h~l \VOS m be gai.n~d from in4 

\ oh cmcnt m I he counu: 
Furbm \\a' born m Pro,·cncc in 16541 of 3 

large and" c:ll-conneeted t3mtl~. ami C\ cn1ually 
b..:camc a squadmn commaJld~r in1l1c navy. He 
r~mcJ :11 I he ago uf 59 aCtcr taking p~11 111 the 
War. nf the ~pan ish Succ:e.~;ion ar11l 1d\er Ius 
t';JJ iurc lo land the Jncobne Prctend.:r ln Udtnm 
(be IS Obo.> th(lugh\ 10 ha<'O lined hi' <>Wil rockCIS 
rather too l:~ncrousJy) tl~ lhcn wrulc his 
mcmu•r- !H33 -ll. which first appeared 111 I 729. 
lie dll'tl Jill~<: lamily chateau ncar \l,uwillc' m 
17.\3. lie dC..,l'tlbeS the c\enb of h1' -.tol} m 
S1am \\Hh n.:"·e. but his memo1~ ha\c lube 
treated \\ 1th caution. because hy 1hr umc he 
pubh-.hc-U lhl'nt, <.~\' l' ryon~ m a pn~llwn In 
conlr:tdicl him \\'llS dead. 

I he tlu rd account of the I X"' cemury of 
impnl'tnncc. bul l•nc wlm:h abm ha.'\ to be lrcntcd 
wnh conSiderable cam ion. is 1ha1 ol' Frn u~ois­

Ucuri ·r urpin (U43 -H. with hts Hi<.tmrc Ci,·il~· 
ct \'ut~trt'llt· tlu Ru'rtwmc tie Swm. ''I tit>.( 
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jusqu'eu /770. Turpin ( 1709-1799) never C3mc 
to Siam. and in tact never seems w moved 
outside Lhc narrow pen me te r ofCacn, where he 
taught lus(ory al Lhc university, and Paris. where 
he rried unsuccessfully to I ive by his pen and 
where he died in penury. l-Ie ubtaincd h is 
inform a1ion about Si[tr.n frum lhc Frc nc b 
missionary bishop Mgr Brigo1. who was in the 
country from 174 1 111 I he !'411 n f ,\ ynuhay" in 
1767. -n,c bishop lcf't Pondichcry in 176'1 to 
rerum 10 France; thcr~ he wrote !;Om.; note-s and 
gave his rn:muscript and other missionaries· 
notes and JOurnals LO the hack writer T urpm,. 
who, in the words of one ernie, allowed "hjs 
1m<.1gmauon 10 guide him. wilhoul bothering 
wo much ahl>Ut c :\:Jcli ludc."' Brigot and the 
directOr of the f oreign ~1iss10ns m Pans wcr~ 

most displeased when Turpin·~ work Wl-lS 

published findjng "'n.:prchcn-.;ib lc Lhings1
• in it. 

Turpin lhen undl':nook to eom:tl o r replace Lhc 
passages which they found pan icularly 
objectionable. ~lowevl!r. lhis was vinua lly the 
o nly \vork dt:a ling ..:xclusively w ith Siam to 
nppenr in 1he cenmry. and gives a fi rst-hand 
account of the f:lil of Ayutthya, wluch even the 
Dutch (who bad abandoned the capital bcihrc 
u; fa ll to the Bunn~sc) ~ou ld not f11rnish. 

That c.ovcrs perhaps the most iln port:mt 
authors a nd lhc ir v.:orkson Siam to appL'ur in this 
coli eel ion. As \Vidt cvct-y collect ion. thert! a n:: 
gaps. some of which may be impossible to rectii)<. 
~t cm.Jes Pinto' s Pcrcgrinac;al1 ( Lish nn, 1(114). 
fur example. is unobtainabk . . Jacque~ de Coutre, 
who lost almosr:·ns many fomtnes. \vas caplured 
a nd sold a lmost a~ many times as tvlendes Pinto, 
was a Hcmi ng 'vho !'pe nt sOmt.• rnonlhs 111 the 
t\ yun haya ofKing Naresuan in 1595: he dictated 
hts me moirs, his 'V ida'. to his son Estahan, who 
published thcrn in Sp;mish in Madrid in 1640. 
Their imponance bas only recently been realized, 
hut again copies are rarer than gold on the ;;tree($ 
o( l:hmgkuk. 111c pages u f thl! .Hen·urt.• Galtml, 
edited by Donneau de Vizf. are a rich source of 
infonna1 ion forrhe period from I (o80 10 1690 but 
di ffioultlo obta·in. though l'vl. L. M;mich produced 
in 1985 a reset ve1'Sion of1he yeal's 16~6-1 6~7 

concerning the Siamese embassy 10 France led 
by Kos~ Pan_ The Siam Socu:Ly has among il:i 

rare books a copy of UIC llill'llll}tli<'S/aites a s(J 
Majeste .. by l<osn Pun in 1686-7 1\'hich •he 
~11anich ~:olltL"tion apparL'-ntly lacks, a nd whh.:h 

lhc Siam Society pubhshL'-d m f3csJmile and in 
uanshuion a few years ago. 

ll1c Lopburi coup or ~v1ay I {';88 gave rise to 
a number or publication:.;: mention has already 
been made ofFrd'Orh~ans work based on other 
source~. ~l~ well as 1h:n o f Vollant des Verquains. 
OnL· of the most inte resti ng is General 
Dcs fnrgcs ' s~l f-j ustilicatioo. Relution des 
R.el10iutitm' arrh·ee.~ rl Siam dmr-' l'mmie 1688 
{Amsterdam. P. Brunet. I (.91 ): Utat it is largely 
u pack of li c ...... do cs nut J ctract from its 
importnncc. ~t.wccl Lc Blanc 's rwo-vohune 
accoum, with almo~t tl1e same title, 1-/isroire de 
Ia Re,·olution du Royaume de Siam ttrriw!e en 
/688 et ({e l 'emt present des lndes (Lyon. Molin. 
1692) is annther JesuiL record of this 111rbulent 
pcnod. Robert Challe' s Joumal trtm I'OJ'Oge 
fnit lilt< !lules orient(l/es r 1690-1691]. said to 
be publi~hcd in Rouen in 172 1, but in f.1ct 
app~..·aring in The Hague, ccmtains a gn::al dc:.al 
of infofmation about Lh.: ·re\'olution',. ruti.l a 
good denl of din about Toclwrd; this volume 
lon is \'lrtually impo.5sihlc to lind in the originnl, 
though it ba' bccu reprimcd twice. The Abbe 
de Choisy's ~iatlbncdres pour serwr a J'lu.woire 
de Louis X!f ' wai; published posthumously 
(nominally in Utrecht by tl1c susp•e•ously-name<.l 
Van de Water), and •his contains his re flections 
on the rutility of hi:-: m ission of 1685 and 
subscqucnl CVI!nls in Siam. AnLirC-_Fnlnt;o is 
Oeslande:>-Boure:tu. drawiog on his father's 
momory. published in ,\msterdam in 1756 a 
1/istoril! de "\ I. Cousu.mce. premier minislre du 
r<Ji de Siam. \vbich nn<~cked 1he pious hag_io· 
graphy of r ere d'Orl&ans men1ioned nOOve. Even 
Ale xander HamiiLUn, who vts itcU S~am in 171 S. 

says someth lllg about the coup of 1 68~. and a 
good deal abou1 the fnir applic:nion of Siamese 
justu::c (he was invulv<:cl in u dispute which 
could have cost him his life) in Chapter 47 of 
his l WO H'llume l•if-1'\1' Accmmt (~{tlu; £a .. w Indies 
(Edinburgh, 1727). Mosl of ihcsc. titles have 
3ppcarecl or are abou1 to appear 111 rcprilll, io 
:trticlcs. or in compendia. wiih the exception of 
I.e Blanc~ his Jesuit colleague de BCzc's account 
was ouly published m 1947 and so does not 
figme here. 

T hen. as uJways, Lhcrc arc Lhc maJor Dutc.h 
texts which should be 1ncl uded tn any 
comprcll!!I\Sive collcctioJl of books abouc Siam. 
lmportanl hen:: a rc Yan Linschoten 's ·Rr.ys-

jmmwf t~{lht • Swm Snrif'~l" :\9.1 & 2 (2001) 



72 Frihltiml of Books tram lhct c:ollcr-tum of;~( L. Mana Jum..W1 

ght•.w·hri(i wmd~ na,·igatieu drr Pnrtugalo.rsers 
in Oritmten· (Amsterdaml595). Jnd \'an Vliel"s 
'Beschryv ing van hc1 Komnggryk S1am' 
(Lcidcn. 1692). published by H:wring In 1be 
snwc year, Haari ng r~Jso p1·oducctJ the anony­
mous Uutch accounl or the French !!.\pulsion 
from Swm. 'Amrmerklijk en :\'aot~krurif{ V(~rhaal 
tft•r .)'tam.tnmkeringe" "'' laaht in 't.ltw,./688 
in Siam \'Oorge\'lllli'll . .. ·. t\'\ well a.s an 
anonymous life of Phaulkon. · tl1'l L.:'"" en 
Dculc11 \'OU d'llf!er Cun:rlollf)'lt Phdt~lnm 

Uul \\hat we ha\c Hl 1h1~ colh:-ctton are: 
ccnainly 1h.: mo>1 imponanl publicauorl> oflhc 

pcmxl, "hoch in 1he years 1685 1(>88 w3s 
panicularly •g•lawd, and wh1ch led a \'11.'1 fall­
oul 111 1he publishers' I isis of 1hc period. The 
chan1c1crs who coJUrfbmed 1o thci\C works 
somctuncs seem larger than life. and ach.:U w1th 
an insoucianc~: which is occusionall y aston· 
ishing. F<>r 1hc onlinary culle<tor. many <1f1hcsc 
Iitle> arc""~ beyond rcncb. fonunJtdy many 
if nol mo>l arc availahk in reprinl an<l ol\cn m 
lr.lni~;ilation Ou1 \\Urk still remain" 10 be done an 
pubh,hm~ kc) manuscnpl> of lhc period ns 
\\ell a~ hi:-.toric:tl reprints. An histonan·s ta..,k 1\ 

never done. 

1 ?\umbers rctfr tv 1~ h~t of cdubncd 1\ol)\.5:~ wh1ch Rebecca <.'all. ~.:d .. Th~ Trawls ol M'-·'JJ'-·\ Pwlo. 
IOIIow~ tht-, ar1iclc Chu:ago .md I ondon. Uru\'t!SII) or Clu~..oa.o Pn."'~ 
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Ayutthaya E ra Books 

L 'fliwoil'e df's lndr."' Orientales i!t Occi· 
t!enwlt!.'i du R. P. lean Pic•rre ~\lajlC!t!. rle Ia 
Compagnie lie Jesus. , . Perc J.P. Maff.!e. 
Paris, I 665. 

2 Rclatlou du J'()yage de /!1/onseigneur 
L 'et:eque de Be1yte flicc:ire Apo.'>'luliqn! Du 
l?oym111te de In Codtlucltmr . . . De 
Bourges. Paris, I 666. 

3 Relatlmr dt•s i\1lssions des El't!SqueJ 
Frcm(·uis Au.\' l?vyaumes de Siam, de Ia 
Cochindtine. de Camborc, & du Tnnla'n 
... Anon."flari>, 1674. 

4 .lolL Jaw;: Straus:em, Sehr Schwere 
Wh•tll/rwertige D<>ttck.wurdige Rcyscn 
nw·ch ltali.:IJ .!apaJI. Jan Janszoon 

SIIu)'•. A n1Slcrda ill, I 67&. 
5 Rccueil de Plusieurs Relmi<ms er Tnritez 

slnguliers & curieux de .J. B. Tm·ernier. 
('Jre.,.dier. Bamn f) d 'Aubonne. . . .1. [l. 

Tav~nuer. Pal'IS. 168 I. 
6 Rf:'llllion des 1\Jissions ei rle.-'i v·oyages de.~ 

EvrsqrW.\' Vicaires Apostoliques . ... I::s 
An11ees 1676 & 1617. Anon. l'aris, 1682. 

7 RelmiviT 1/islurittm.~ du RoyaurJw d~ Siam 
I''" I.e Sieur tie f . '1.</e. Ccographe. Claude 
doL' Isle. p,;rL<. 1 6~4. 

& Voyflge-de Si(lm de.J Pt!n·J JesufleJ Em·oye:: 
par f..e !?<>.)'. t iH.\ ftules & a Ia Chine. Avec 
Jeur.f Ohserratlon1 . . .. PCn.; CiuyTadwrd. 
Paris, 1686. 

9 Voyage de Si(lm des Peres .re.-wir(>s tm·nyc: 
par LeRoy, Aux Jndes & d Ia Chiue, Av,•c 
leurs Oh.w.'n·cwtms .... P~rc GLr)' Tachar·d . 
Amsterdam. !687. 

10 .Jounwl Otl Suitt. .. du Voyage de Slam tm 
lhrme des lellresfamilit!resfait en1685 & 
/(iiJ(i par Mr L. IJ. C L 'Abbe de C'hoi>y. 
Amsterdam. 1687. 

I I Jmmwl d11 I oyage de Siam jirit e11 I 685 & 
ln86 par M L 'Ahho! de Clroi.<,r. [.'Abbe de 
C'hoisy. Paris. 1687. 

12 Relal'io11 deL 'Ambusstule df! 1\J Le Clu.r\!fllier 
de Choumom 0 /(1 Cour du Rni de Sfam . . . 
Chevalier de Chaumont. Pari.~. 1687. 

l3 r'f,yage t.lt• Siam des Peres Jf::suire.s EnVO)'lr­
par Le Rvy. A 11'1: /lule:f & ri Ia Chlue . ...J vee 

Leurs Ohsen·atlons .... PCn: Guy Tacha.rd. 
A mslcrdam. 1688. 

14 Helmiun of/Ire l'o.mge 10 Sia111 Perjiwmetl 
by Six Jesuus Sem by 1he French King, ro 

tlut Indies and Cluna. in J 685. A. Pere 
Gc1y Tachard. London. 1688. 

l5 Nistuire l"lomrelle et Politiquc du Ro_vaume 
de Siam. Nicholas (it·rvab:r .. Paris. 168&. 

J 6 1-flstoirc Natur(!l/e el Poli fique l.itt Royrmrm• 

de Siam. Nicholas Gen•aise. Paris. 16K9. 
17 SecrJIId VrryrlJ!<' d11 Nrv Tocllard vt rlvs 

.fi!:wites Em·a,re= par Le Nay fm Royaume 
de Siam. l'ere Guy Tachard. P~ris. 1689. 

18 ;Jrrdre.n: Serner HeiligkeiJimroccmii XI, Sa 
Der Taclwrd, .!e.otwten. Uml Amh•nl­
<-iesmulten lJes Konigs In Siam . , , 1688. 
Perc Guy Tachard. Prag. 1689. 

19 Hismirr de ,\f. Cnw;rance. Pl'emier ·' linistre 
du Roy de Siam. et 1./e In Dt.:rniere 
Nevolrrlion de eel ErM. Pierre- Joseph 
d'Orleans. Paris. 1690. 

20 , J Full and Tnw Relwirm Qjlhi! Greal umf 
Womlerful ilel'uluriurr Thm Hnpp.:ncd 
Lmely b1 !he. Kingdom of Siam .. .. A. 
London. I 690. 

21 1-Usuun.: di! Ia Revolu!wn de Siam Arrit•ee 
en I. ·a,mi<) 1688. Vollan1 de-s Verquams. 
Lille. 1691. 

22 Royaume de S'iam par !\'1. de!. Ja Loubl!re. 
Em·oy<~ £x1raordinaire du Roy A t~priJ.:;; dtl 
Roy de Sl(lm (m J 687 ,~ 1688. Du. Simon 
de In Loubcrc. Paris. J 691. 

23 Nt•w !li.\·torical Relati011 u.{fhe Kh1gdom of 
Siam by M de In Lvubi>rc. Eumv Exira· 
ordhwry ji'ruu the French KlJJg, . . A. 
Simon de Ia Loub~rc. Lol!don, 1693. 
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74 £'Cibition t~/ Boob from lht! t.nll • ..-m,n O..f JJ.L \funu JulfUm 

24 ftut merkf.vke nrn Van Ralph Fitch. 
Koopman Tt! Lum/~11. Gedtum l'tm · fJUI(i 

I J~j Tnt 1591. Xa Ormu.•. Goa, 
C<Jml>tll ... Rlllph fitch. Leyden, 1706. 

25 J'OtnRC' de Gcmllt:l· S<"htJuten rmr lndt!s 
Orleuta/l!..o;. Cnmmt111Ct? L 'fin J(ij,") & Fiul 
I 'an 1665, Traduit du Hnllamlmx . .. 
Schmuen. Am.tcnbm, 1707 

26 Juurnal du f'oyu~w de Siam. Fail par \f. 
I. '..fhlu; de Chot.ll'. Nouvelle Edi twn. 
!.'Abbe de Cluu>y. Trc\'oux. 17 12. 

27 f),·.~c:riprion clu RtJ\'aume d1.• Sic11tt. J>«r 
\fun .... tie Ia l.mlbt:re. En~ayc; E..xtrcwrth­
IWiff' du Ro~ lr•pr;.., du Roy tit' Siam. 
Sunon de Ia Loub~rc. Amsterda111, 1713. 

2R f'H_l'news t lr1 Sh:ur ~I lb£•rt de ~Huw!t.·h·lo. Les. 
Oc Maodclslu. L.cidc. 17 1 Y. 

29 llt.<tt>tr<' :lfatlll'l!llv. Ci•'ih!. etl:;cdc<ttl.flulue 
ci~L 'E•npired11Japo11. Engelbcn Kacmpfcr. 
l.a llayc, 1729. 

30 Mc'!mntr es du C'fJmft' de J.'or hln, Clw./ 

[) 't!\'C!'ldrl!; Clw~·cJlicr deL 'Orcin.• MllillliJ·t· 
d<' Saurt Lalit>. Tome I. I e Comt< de 
Forbon .. ".m,tcrdam, 1730. 

31 .\ft.:mmrPs du Conur de Fr,rhw. Chef 
{)'(!.<cadre, Cht:t•tliier d~ I. 'Ordrc :1/i/itaire 
cit• Su;nt Loui'i. Tome 2. Lc Connc Jc 
l'orbin. Amsterdam, 1730. 

31 Ht·dendnag5<'hc! 1/i<tori~. ()_/ Tegen­
~nwnlige Swat l'mm .-lllc l'oiAt.n'n: In 
Op:lxtr Hwuwr l.mtdsge/egeutlw/tl. , . Th. 
Salonun. 1\msterdarn. 1730. 

33 ·llt!muirs oj Jltt: Coum ile Forbm. Commo­
Jnrt· In the Sa':"' of Frmu:c unJ A·night of 
rite Ordero1 St. L<~"'· , I vi. I. Lc Conne 
de l'orbin. London. 1731. 

3<-1 .tft·mvir.l of the Com II de Forhiu, CtJmmo­
dor ... · m Jlt<.' Nu\"l' o(Frtm("e. ami Kni~Ju u{ 
tlot• Order t~jSr L<!•>i<. . 1(>/ :!. Lc Comu: 
do Foobin. LondM. 1731. 

35 flisw;,·e Natun•llt•, Ci\'1'/e, cl £rclesiw-;tique 
tie L '£mpirt• dtt Japon. fum.: Premier. 
lngclbcn Kaempli:r. Amsterdam. 1732. 

J6 Descri'plmll f)} tire Kmgdom Of Tonqueen. 
1685 168~. A. Samuel Oarnn. London. 
1732. 

17 St,tto Prewlll<" Di Tuttii I P",·si £ Pup()/i 
Del .\lumlo \'tllurah· Pnlilin>. I:. 
.\torn/e. .Dt Si<tm, L" I h. Salmon. 
Venezia, 1738 

3S Histoire c,·c.~m~role, Cn•i/i•. Ncswrel!lt, 
Pnlitlqu~ et Rt•ligleme d~ fum le< Peupi<•J 
du \!mule L ·Abbe lamht:n Paris. 1750. 

39 , lhn!gt! Je I 1/isuure Gen<.~role ties f'oya­
g(9s; Cun/1..'/lant CC' qu 'if y a dt1 plus 
Remarquahle. tie plu.-; ( 1ttiL', . . De Ja 
Jlrorpc. Pans, 1753 

.JU Histoirt: \lndrrne <II!~ Chinnis. del 
Jappomzoi.\ t!t.•.r lndiPns. des Per.raJt..f. th'..\ 
Turcs. de.." Ru~'J'ic•uJ, &c Ro/lm, Paris. 1756 

41 1/istoire Mmil·me de.1 ('ftfn<>is de., 
Japponnun·. dt•.\' lndien:,. til.!\ Pc.•r,wm.,, (/f!., 
li1rcr. dt•' Rrnsiens. &c Rolli11 Paris. 1765. 

J2 f 'o_,·ugf!ur Frant.·oi.' tJU Lc1 Crmnoi.ssaJrcc 
dt! L "-lnt•ren f!l du Nou\'c.•-tw ~Honde. Tom<.• 

Ill.'-<'. 1.' Abbe Dclapone. Pans, 17t\9. 
43 lfistoire (. 'h tit• e/ Natun•/1;~ du l~uyaumr 

de Sium. t'l Je10 Rfh·ulllllnnr Qui u1ll 

Bnule\·ers(~ c-ct Emptrc. Jtuqu 'en 1770. 
T urpm. Paris. 177 1. 

44 llilluire Cn•ilt· fJI Nmm-...·1/e clt1 Rvyaume 
di' Sinm. 4'1 dt.'".~ Rb•ulutitm\ Qui WI/ 

JJouli!\'CI'H; t:t:l Empir.: J11\qu 'tm I 7 70, 
Turpin. Pari,, 177 I 

45 J'ayagt'ur FraiJf;m',t ou Ia Connoi.ro.wmn! tlt1 

L 'Ancien ~·t tlu Noureau Mom/e. rome IV. 
Le. L' Abhc De laporte. P;orh, 1772. 

46 ·ln~cdott'.s ('lunnul!s. Japunmw•'C, Siauwr· 
.u~. Tonqtmwist:.'C. & c Jean Cas.ullon 
l'ans, 1 774. 
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More on M.L. Manich Jumsai 

Add res~ by Sum.:! .l urnsai. I I Octobe r 2001 

I will havL" Lime: only to tL'II yuu a few stories 
nbout two or rlwee books in this exhibitiorL 

The first concerns ·wh:u nmst be rhc mos1 
exciting exhibit . ..:specially for us Thais: /\ham 
Son C/u·istang l'htic ron. by Mgr. Gamault and 
printed at S:mta Cmz Church. 111 Thonburr 1796. 
durmg the rc1gn of Kmg Rama I. Rack in the 
1970s. my father knew about thrs work fmm a 
r..:: rercnce which he fouud in Doc·tw7tll/J 

JiisJoriqul!s by Dcscou\'riCres, and s-tancd a 
decade-long l:!nqu iry. First h!.! went to the 
Mis-.ions Etrangel'es in Rt1c d~ Oat:. Paris. but 
the archivist there told him thnt due 10 the French 
R..:volut icm-lh~ tim~: coinciding with the hook's 
pubilcarion- the Missions were ordered clust·tl 
and were occupied by the revolutionary soldiers. 
Sint:c all t::urn:spl>ndL·ncc \vith Siam had ce:~scd, 
it was impossible for books to have arrived ot 
the premises. or if they did they wou ld have 
been lost. 

l1 wns forlunaw that Mgr. Gumault who 
printed the book kept a copy. it has his signature 
On lhc C{)\'CL n 1al COjl}' W::t~ in }l j~ hOUSe :H 

Chamlulbuti whicb wa~ an important propa­
gation centr~ of the Ca~1ol ic Church. When he. 
died in I X I I his belongings. including the book. 
\VCre scm to hts n.:lali vcs in Fmncc. Fo r a dc;:c:tde 
my l1'l1her roamed che sLn.:el~ of Pan!> visiling 
his rriends who owned anliquarian bookshops. 
to make enquiries. Fin:JII}' one oftl1em succeeded 
in track ing dowo the book~ and my rather 
prompt ly bought il. [ remcmbct· his dauou. II 
was :m hi storic moment for him. lo the 
inLroduction to lhc rcprinH:J edition wh ich ht! 
published in 19R4. he proudly wrmc: ··1 brought 
the book back to Bangkok t>n the 24"' November 
19s3··. In ~IC Tb(li part or the intnrducti<)n. h< 
says that he had 10 spend nlntosl I 00,000 baht 
11n 1hc purchase. undoubtedly a preny sum in 
those days. and definitel y an nstronomical 
amount as far as he W\IS conc...:nh:d. J·k went on 

ro emphasi7e: .. I t•egatd (this book) as a national 
treasure beyond any \':rl~e. Therefore I r~solvc 
t'u do Lhc utmost to bring it back to Thniland. I 
resol,•e thai no other nationals shall buy 11. 
Whatever the cost. I wil l bring it back to the 
country". 

So there began another period or frugality in 
the fumily. And ir wasu'tjust this little volume 
that tvc are ta lk ing ahout, hut numerous others ! 

To rctum to Lb<: said publit:atioo: it is in 
Thai bin Romnnizcd, the L'hai font beiog 
unavailable at the lime. My father explains 
fur1her in ~'" introtluctinn that in I 674the French 
Jesuits in Ayunhaya asktd lh~i r' hc~tJquarh.:rs in 
Paris to send lhem :1 printing mnchine, but to llO 

av(lil. !"'hey wuntcd l o compete \Vith the 

f'.Ort1tguese llliSSIOn WhiCh was already l'4Utppcd 
tvith a press. So !ar. no publiccuioos. of that 
p~rioJ h l:IVl' bc;cn (mmd.l t' thcy ex is t they might 
be somewhere irr Portugal or Spain. My lather 
maintains that there \vas no priming press in 
AyutLhaya bt~t.::ausc when Kos~ Pan went 10 
France in 1 6~(>- 1 688, he visited the RQyal 
Priming H ous~. und wu~ anxiou~ co ha \'c a 
:-.imilar press se1 up in rhe Siamese caphnl. 

My father quotes Duvcrdie r in REFRO, 
volume 68 to sny thm the (j_rsl pnnlmg in Tha1 
i:.harnctcrs wns acc(lmplished in I~ 19 by John 
Leyden at Scrarnporc. a tmvn near C:tlcutta It 
wns .;i catecbtsm origmally wrm..:n In Bunn..:sc 
by Judson, a m1ssion~ry in Btrm>a. llis w1fe. 
who learnt Thai from prisone rs brought from 
Ayulthaya to Dun nu in l767.tr.mslatcJ the work 
into Thai nnd asked the Baptists in Serampore 
IU ma.k~..: the type fact.!. My rather does 001 have 
this particular work. but he has Jamo' Lnw's A 
Gr(Jmmar ld tiJt' Th<Ji or Sicunc>se- Lau~:uage 
pnntcd in Calcutta in I S2~. "-·fore missionary 
book.> irr Thui nppcan:tl around I X:l3, b~t they 
were printed in Singapore. II was nut unlll I~D6 
that pnnting wiLh the That type f:lce began in 
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'iiam when J<>ne< brvul!fll "~""" lrom ,\rncr.ca 
.md the loundr) ofTh;u ~nd ChiD•"• ch:tr...:let> 
tr~nl ~111guporc Th1"' ltnnt;' u' Ul" "'Or Rradl~~ 
in 1h-: l11m1 Rc1gn v. ho. iu.(vrtJmg 111 ..chool 
leXI lwnk~. was. ~uppo5cd lo hll\C til't !)[Jnc:d 
pnmui~ m Smm m I X.J~ . 

A:-; weH u~ puhhcttmg (,Jm,,ult'.,. \\nO... I 
h.t\c ;tbo Mid the \1uu'lf! tll llfu~.:auon lh.st 
the h:\C hc.'OJ..:-o h.t\ c IU ~d.Tlfl\\ laJ~c thal rnnuo.; 
,l,mc,t .11 lc;-..1 an the hf't Kctgn s,, l.u- nothmg 
l\..1 .. h.1ppcncd 

I,,~·· h ..... J~ wl\h.lttl ~~~~ (~lu 1\Mng • 1 ... '1, 

I' .. 1 \ 1."1' l.tli.' t.J.th: lor 1'-'14:•} rnntmg In h;n~ 

1wgunm Shun Pnnlllll-! .. 1111uiJ h.IH' hccn lntmn 
In ~IUIH durrnt:- lht.: t\yunh.l\11 f\.._•nnJ 11r C\Ctl 

h~.·hu~: IIMI nu ... "hc~llti\C 1ht: h:,hn~tlugy wa-. 

IH\l'l11t:d h) lilt.' t "lunc ... c u1 lc.~"'' ,.._.,en .;cntun~..""' 
hch11c the l·:uropc.tn .... +IIHI the < 'htnC"'c hntl 

oth\11Y' hccn J {'l:tn 4'1. mJ\.'t.:tllll'\Cf\oiC.Iblc [rom. 
mu ''k:ll'l} 'met: ttK ~~tmung 4.•1 t•ur hl~h-'r') 
lhc ( IUOC..C IOH~Oh .. -J (\apct IR lhl" ~_., 'c."tltU~ 

"'" l· ...... ·nual h) rnnllnit hit"'·· pnnlln}! 1n the 
loi' w '>' et'1ttury .. J.nJ mc.l'\ahk 1~1" h~ dtc- t 111 

..:l'lltu~ h •~ 1hcrc1mc ,,JJ 1h111 111 .1ur ... l!,cn 
,a,:ruurie .. 111 mtcrcour'c , .. llh {huM \\t: lt<t.d out 

\~co\1111\' prmled ln.llcn.ol. that"· untollhc 17~ 
\: ... ·mury \\Hh tltc llrrh.d ut Lht: l.urorcan." 

f\1) -..:~ond ''''C)' '' 111 rc:ktl.!'lll:c lu ..-lmbaJ 
'lltk ,/,· ~wm au .\T/1 .\II\/, . b} Euenn~­
\ •>~11•'1•. pubh:>hed on l'an' 111 l st>O The lx><:>k. 
nl~;,lur..c, •~ m:unl} .;thout the t."tJ1b,h.,.~ or Kos.J. 
l'an to l·r.mcc m 16M> II'''· and not reall~ 
:1baut cenam C\ enb '' hu.:h I .. h01l1 no\\ he rdat­
tng. Aduall~ I cohould ha\ c: mJ<.k thh t:\.~ in 
lhl' Ja.,t t.'\h1bition smcc the c\pll'uts. of the 
Si~n1ese nmbassador ha"c •rf'<'~retl m numer­
nu'\ publication~ of the J 7 .,;~ntur:. man~ or 
\\ hu~h have b.:cn e.\hih1tcd 

Ko;a Pan-s an«'>lor... Ph~J Koan and Ph) a 
Ram. \\ere \ton The} \\<::r~ hrulh~:~ .mJ lh.;: 
-.t\Jctl "uh Kmg 'a.rc~uJn tn hb m1ll!a.r) 
carnp:atp.ns m l3unna Thu ... "hen the Kmg: 
rclumcd 10 Sram 31 ll1e end ,,(the I b <cn!UI} 
the hrnlhc" na~=ll~ f<'llo\\ed hml and scnk-J 
dt.1\\ n 111 Ayutthaya (Ol'J.f \\at I\. hun Sacn 1 

Kn~n Pan bccrmtc: the ft,....ll'llhl.!' t.lt• .. t.:endann. 
l•l u..:qtun: prominence lit" t.tr~.·.:t .l ... hcad of ;t 
lar,;c ll\lf,Sion It' I rniKC '' wdl ~nonn lie 
urpcal"'i on a Vcf'ittlh:' llh:J.,IIwn anJ m lhi.: 
('nun ..... almana~ of tMn lit: ,Hh:ndcd the k\CC 
nl ~l.ulamc Ia IJJuphmc, ,, rmok~< r.-.en,'d 

e-~dU'il\tl~ t.Jr the Cour1~!> mncr cudc. und w3~ 
prnbahl~ th.: '"'Jlir.umn behmd \1nlu!r~·~ 
pnn~tfMI ~:.ncn1.1 l chJ.ractc-r m f,- HmtrR,t't>t.f: 

(ioiiiJIJ,mnlt' 

Rcpun ... ul Kp.,a ran abound Ill '·"' \hn urc! 
(,tllaftl. th .. - I r..:nl'l1 ncw!tp;tpcr olthc day. whach 
ol I r<J"'ul I '"'uiJ be oli:<US.:d ~I ~mbcllo•IU11CIII 
Th1."'n!' l'.lhl\\1!\C:r tm~ lll!m tin m~ h..,• \1oh11.:h , .. 
Dt.•l crnhcllhhcd but ''"h11.:h h cqwll~ uxrc:~,.hhk 

\nJ I .lm 001 m 1hc ''" nm~ ~.:cntuf) .. me~ I .uu 
""dl '!ollhln •he n:tt:n uf 1\.mg. R..tnl.l I ''"hh,.'h" 
the p..·mxl 'o\ crcd h)· I h..: r~11t c'luhnum It 
(111h.cm' lhC' '''" ht).! .:anm'll' Cn\cn.:d In .. lhl.'r 
do.ul\;l"~ th~1llh•· "ii.Ull~."'-4: anth.t"''·KIOI ~llllll! IU \l\'CT 

~L"' ~m~ \i,tnu·, gtlllo I ouh \I\' \\'hut crnn ... rurctl 
m I?:·N \\,, .. 1h111 the Pan~ nu1ll 1'1111'1-<u.:~l·d tlu: 
Royall· urmlurl· Kcp"unry .uul h.;.tull:d '''II -..1mc 
~41 t:.Jfllll•fl' \~otu(h h.td lx."Cn h·pt there utdu~ohn~· 
the sth-."f lmct.l ''""" Hut\\.\.~ lHilh~ I' ut Jul~ 
'"ben fkii\C ,., the- pt~-."l:~"" '"""11,1 \t.tlf"'- .._.,,'l.'fll fur 

those trom ''.un So on tl:k: 1-1• Lb.: '"'• "'·tnh .. -...c 
C3.1Uh1ofl'\ 'ACT(' luuil'\f b\ th~ (la,tllk hi lit( ,It lht: 

~.th."'), ,.. l11d1 they ,.hJ. thu-. u,hcnn~' m lhl" 
h."f'Uhhl".llt r,;o'''lutlun 10 l ·ntn~t:. 

llu.: ..:fH-. ,J.: '' l:n\ crc.'\J w d.:tull 111 d hook 
~o:J.IICJ ·lttlfiiJL.'\ 1/t.\IOrltJtW..\ dt• Jtt u .. ~\'Oiflittlrl 
Fr~mr,mc· I pruPfn del <.lliiiJriiU Wlllltli\ 

olfal.\ a (,~,m, \'/I 'IUIJ~lrl1Upt;'rc.'111 cl f41JU'I't' 

J,; liJ IJ'-'-\1111 .. • b> \1 . Jatq HergJ-.u.tk 'h t l•itn~. 

IU\') lh~!' sulhor':, ::.)nop>b .:onl~un .. 1hc 
folio\\ 1ng f';l'"t!e .. Our roc:art.:h led u-. h) 
di!lo4:0\Cr th.st lh~ ... .: c:1nncm.-. \\~r..: .;.loh:n on 
lui~ 11. I"W, und lr.m>lJOncd the next •IJ) "' 
the yat~' c.li the tOnre-s:; agaubt \\ ludt the~ "en: 
m fa,l u-.c:J Thetr rau;! thercafkr l"i um;cnain 

On~ \\1h r~~o\cn:d b~ lh~ Rcpo~itnry, hut ,,nlcn 
abr.~in on I N2 fur 1be b<!uetil or one u l ~1c 

gunnc"' · banahon• ol the <-apotal h i< proh;oblc 
!hal 1><\lh of them conunu,-J 10 be u'cd 11nul 
the)- no d-.,ubl detenor:ued or \\t:rc n:nJt.!'n:d 
unn"'Cugnvabl~ b) the theU. hO\\ <"\ (f ,tt,...urJ. of 
lh!!H 'lht.-r J.Jm.s~~. ... 'llC 1013) ··-

Rccau-.,e ot m:. conncctton to Ku-.a Pan and 
bi:(JU. .. c he un\t.llllngl~ had a h.1nJ mlh~o: I rcnch 
Rt:\('IU1H.m. I rt.mnd m~ self one day ll("'~i lutzr7tn}! 
prnfuo,d~ Ill ol ~\)C.Id fricnc.J \\ ( U.)~e,• 1Ufl1lly'"i 

rqmm:nt th..: de ~nh-;. \\,h v..-.rctJ ''"' '" 
\fdt:mhn~ lHui' \VI an frnnlul tl tt: I \111\fC . 

In I r.mct: th~rc an: man~ lrJ~..:~ ktt h) t-.... n,~• 

Pan In Hn:~r. ""here the li\J.mh·,.._· e111h.h') 
land..-.!. •ion~ the n~•d lcadmt; "' r .n, \\ luch 
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the Siarnese rook. there is a pi:Jcc ::.pparcnl.ly 
called "lc truu des SiamUJS ... 1 ht~ was wJ1e1'c 
they sh~d their clorbcs and jumped imo a brook. 
I beJieve the \Vencher was chilly; btu come what 
may, the Siamese had to have their dai1y bmh! 
'L his road. by Lh" way. is called "rue de Siam". 

Ac1wllly there a re lW(I more .. me de Simn" 
in France. One is in SajnL Marcel,~ small towo 
"""r ivhuoci lb . It lead!. 10 ~lccasl l¢ ofOc Phra 
Sakdisongkhram w ho was Admiral of the 
Siamese Navy and Governor or Aangkok in 
16S7. In Fmnn~ ltu: Oc Phra go..:s by the nanlt.' 
oi'Con11e de Forbin. 

TI1e o ther is in Paris, m the l ()c arron· 
d1Sst mem. \Vhcn Pnm:c Prisdang fa ~srandson 
of Kmg Rama Ill) established his legmion 1hcre 
in 1882. he insisted thnt 1he. Paris Municipnlity 
name lhl! SITCCI in rront oftht miSSion in honour 
of Siam. Prince J>risdang \o.1:l!l. ambassador- 10 12 
couniJies in Europe and .'\.me rica from I H80 
1 HR6 :ind he fore mnving tn Paris had already 
cSt<ibli>h"d his ilrsl kga1ion in Lonuun iu I 880. 

I lis principal achie,•emems were 1he ardu­
ous rcncgnt ia lions of ccrlain aspccls or the 
Bowring Trcaly with ~1IILht: I I u-e.aLy powers iu 
Europe. 1he sening up of the Siamese post and 
telegraph services :H the internmionallcvel. and 
h~nc~ lht prmting o f Lh~! iirsl prOper StampS. 
and. most incredible of all . iuiliating •he fu·st 
Si-nmc$e Constitution in IRSS. He was a relent· 

• Some 20 m<.'n of the Salis SumaUcn Grison 
Rt:gim~nt took pn~1Uml at the Ba..;ultc on 1.1 July 
1789. Luter on 10 August, six de S::.li~ oJfficers 

less ''lmvai !leur" as attested by his publicatioo 
of ~1e SJ((te l'upet·s uj rile Kingdom of Siam 
/66-1- IS86. published in London in 1886, whic11 
1s on display in th1s exhibition, bL~sidcs Slacks of 
correspondence ami repons to the King and 
Prince Devawongsc. ln a way he a lso hact some· 
ihing w do with the Siam Socitly which is suon 
w cclcbnnr its ccnlcm'lry~ because i1l 1884 he 
hired a youn~ Oxfot'd postgraduate lo come nnd 
rt-place f\·lr. J\ labastcr1 who had j ust died. in 
ord~:r 10 work on I he cstabli~hmcnt of thl! Na· 
1ional f\·lu:-..~um. Thi:; Oxonian, by the name of 
Dr. Fmnkfuner, became 1hc founding Honorary 
Secreta ry of Lhc Stam Society. 

The rn .. ·el of rhe LaH',' 811ddhism • •. by 
Henry AlabnstertLondon. 187 1 ). is anolher rare 
hook on display. I wish H.E. Privy Counsellor 
Air Chief Marshal Siuhi Sv"tasila would come 
and see i1 since he is " di•·eet descendant of Mr. 
t\laba~tcr, 

In ~;lghl ighling Lhc ~bovc ~:pisUIJL'S I hopL~ I 
ha,edemonstl"dtcd 1hm old books are nol"dead". 
If anything. they :ue very much ··olive" and :L5 

such a source oJ' e-ndless i.liscovaics and juy. 
I should end by sa)·ing I hat my wife. Khun 

Su1hini. who has been worki ng very hard on 
these exhibitions. was l~lcc.-:d with the. most 
dtfficult 1ask of d<"Ciding which books 10 leave 
ouc for tnck of sp:.1ce. lOr wh;tt you see here is 
only a lh clion of my father's libr.uy. 

coJnmarldl!lg the Sw1ss (iuafd.s fou.gln to the J:15l lllan 
to <.lclt:nd lhc Tui11t:rid. 

Joumal ufJhc.~ Sium Society 89.1 & 2 (200 I ) 



On Books from the ~ineteenth Century 

Addr~ss by Michael Smi1h1cs, I I Ocwber 200 I 

AI m~ la;,l kcturc, I b;:g;tn "uh ,, quote from 
~h .. ~~ .. pcan: conccmmg one of the carlic.st 
Ira\ cllcr; 10 Siam repro>onlc-d in1his collec•ion, 
Ro lph Htch. Titis 1i mc I >hould hkc 1o s ian by 
consldcrnlg 1hc book trade and I he t'enchng public 
m the 1hrce cel)tunes CV\1t.:J't.:d hy the cotlcction. 

ln thi..' 17th and 18'11 centuries. book!t were 
hennufully pnnlcu lin rng M linen paper and 
hand;;omely bound m lcath-.:r They were not 
cheap ami the read in~ pubhc \\"' limned 10 

1ho~c '' ho wen: '"calthv and cduc:ucd. Uut this 
changed in ihc 19': ccnrur) bccau>c of 
lcchnology introduced bel\\ ccn I S20 and 1840. 
By I S50 ''irlually all hooks \\crc made w i1h 
wonct hnsed ac.idtc paper. which was fnrcheapcr 
and ca"'ier 10 produce. 'fhls pHpcr gave books a 
lununl ,hclflili: (I he pages lend w fu ll ro hits in 
)Our hands afrer a umc) Co\'ers were board lor 
p;.lpcr tn France. whcr\!' reuUcr' \\ere C\~""Cted 
tO get thc1r \·olumes bot•nd. lnghsh- languag:e 
publishers onl~ bc-g-.m produclllj! p.1pcrb:.ck.., in 
large numbers in !he I'JJQ,). 

1111' meant tha1 )l):JI ccniUI') btx)ks ..::ould be 
mad"" a' ai lablc to a far wider nuc.hcnc~: Lhan 
nrcviously {Dicken~· fin.t cdili,1n:,, fo llowing 
s~.:rial puhl ica1ion. could ru n into tens of 
thvusanc.l:t of copic~) 1-.ducnuonn l rcl(mns m 
the \\'es1 led 10 greater lirentc) ond ohc crcauon 
uf a larger market for book>. rmd the new 
rcduuqu~'S on book producuon promil'd the 
cducared noassc~ '"'h books dtc) could arTord. 

Anmh!!C change \\hu.:h uccurr~:d in the I~ 
ccniUry was thai hooks "ere no Iunger dc-conned 
'' ich Jargely imaginary cngra' 1ng~ on copper 
rl111cs. From llte middle urI he ccmury us~ was 
llHt..h: of ph()tngraphs, tll tir'!lot reproduced as 
cn~rnvings. and thi.!n II1CI'CU~111g ly. as the 
h:chnoi,1SY improvcU. tl!<o dm.:..:t rhocograph1c 
i11ustratlon.-.. 

Concenung lhc cnmt·llt of books dealmg 
'"'h Soam (and else" hen: lcJr rhat manerl. one 

has to ll<)lc a change m tone. \Vntt.:"' m the 17 
and I S• CCOIUn~> rL'COTUcd fac!s by :ond large 
d!:"'pa.,!.:tumttcly {wilh 1he notable cx..:..:phon of 
religton). In 1J1c l lJ' ~ century one can mcn:a ... ingty 
detect n wnc of ruoral and material .-;upcrtOJ'ily: 
the \:Vt.::-.1 wa~ ~III'C of its lcchnology, industry. 
weollh. pllwcr. and righteousnc~s. 1'111:.-. r .. w I he 
modem rcndt:r can lead to 'iomc uncomri.lrt;~ble 
mom~.·nh. 

Wluk Ill !he IR" CCO!IIr) lh< foii<>\\CI' or 
ohe En< o·l"t'c.lie !r:ldition 1>f Dideror ~nmercd 
mfonno111on :1bo111 dbl3nt land~ they were un­
hJ..cl~ to 'hit t3 trndilton wh1ch contmUI:d Ill 

the early p:.trt nfth~: 19'' century. as cnn bl! !-~<.·n 
m rn I R. ~J. 33). incre.asmgly m the 19111 cen­

tury the curious cnme to s~c lOr dn~m~clvc~. 
Tra,•cllcr-s with money in thei r pocJ..cls. time on 
lhcir hun"l.;, mul p~:ns within re-ach tnok :ldvnn­
tag:c of impro,ements in tra.nsporuuion: 
steambuJh Jbo\c all made 'hon \\Or!. of t<>r­
mcrly Inn it JUUfill:) ~ by sailing \-e:s~ls tin lhc 
I~ century u could, ifwmd~ wen: unfa, t~1rahlc. 
take .l year or more to reach S1am from i:iu­
ropl!). Fr<)lll the I S60s one therefore hn:, au 
incrca~ing number of books which urc trnvcl· 
ogu..:s Hf personal JCmmeys, no1 brutH.l !\Ur\'cys­
or a l iuk- known land. 

t\mung 01hcr general Lrcnds one should nooc 
the appcaruncc nfdisp.-·1ssionat~ scholarly ~tud1c" 
L"'I14.."\:rntng S~<~m. \\TIUcn by per>(ll\5 \\ hu nc!\cr 

'i"rc-d rhe CO<onrry. th.: fir;t of !hco;c l>eong by 
£Henn!'-Gnlloi< (IU~. =4S) and then I u<ien 
Lani1•r (lXX~. #69), who both deal! \\llh 1hc 
French 111\'\llvenk·nt to Sjam in1h~t 1711' century. 

ftl\\at·d, lhe end nfrhe renrury. tt> 1hc Roynl 
Shtm..:sc ( io\'cmmcnl i ncrensi ngly Clllpluycd 
forc i ~IH~rs Ill ib thffcrcnl newly formed 
tUlm.~trlc ... pan1cu1orly Hl educatwn. unc -.;ccs ~ 

growmg tendency for fom1er employe~:-. lo write 
of thc1r experaen~cs: H. \\ arin~10n Sm~ th 
(ootabl} \\llh hao; Fih! rt'On ;, Sium./IYHII Jll.t}f 

.lmmtnl ot 1hc S;am Sunt:H' ;o.;cJ. I & ~ (lOt)J J 
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/89f,. /89/i. #~6. 94) und A. Cecil Carter ( 1904. 
1'112) are foremost among those. The latter's 
comp~ndium. The Kingdom of Siam. was an 
official pub I ic::Ulon produced for l11l" Louisiana 
Purthase b.xposi1ion in 1904. mid wa::. r..:pl'imed 
by the Siam Society in 198R on tl1e occasion qf 
tl:-: seventh cycle annh•c rsary. 

In my prcvtous speech about the ~xhib11ion 
I refeJTed mainly to the French and their 17"' 
century puhlicati,ms. Th is time ic will rather he 
lhc tunl of E11glish wnlcrs and public::~uons. 

thou~h not exclusively so. 
The tina a utho r or cnnscqucnce i:-; George 

Fin laysou (1110) who::.\." report on a .\/lssim1 to 
Sifun tmd Nue. the rapital of Codrhr China, in 
the yt·m~\ 1821 1 wn..s published in 1:{16, rwn 
year~ bd0rl." thac ufCrmvfurd. Lhc k•atk·.r of his 
missiOn aod a fdiO\\~ScoL rinlayson, like 
Crawfiud. w:1s n medical doctOr wh<l had seen 
scrncc in lnd1a. bul un like him. had no 
expcri~m:e of Southertst As1~~, and bccmJS~.: of 
this his accotuu·lack.s depth ! lis book appeared 
posthumously \Vith a g lnwing 'Memoir of the 
Aud1or' by no less an authority than Sit Thomas 
Stamford Raflles (no nrclenl supporter o f 
C'rawfurd, t<1m1crly his subordinate in .lava}. 
f()r aln:acl.y by IS23 Fin layson \va~o. in fa iJing 
health. lie was chiefly interested in nmural 
hisiOT)', hUl compl:t ined he had lillie t irne to 
Sludy ll dunng his stay m Siam .. He rcf~rs ut 
length to white elephants dtough. aml gtvcs the 
fir>t published description of \Vat Phra Kaco. 

Finlayson's chief of mission was .fnhn 
Crawfurd, buni' ul 1783. He studied medicine 
in Edinburc,h and in 180~ went to India :1s an 
<:~ss is.tant surgeon. 1-k was trnnsfcm:d to Pcnang 
w i80:S where he !'>pent three y..:ars, aml bccamt 
nucr11 in t-.·1alay, During the Brili$h occuptuion 
of Java from IS I I IS I 6, he became British 
Rc;idcnl 31 dlC cuun of ~10 Sultao or y ugyukart:t. 
Fn.m1 1817 10 182 1 he was in Britain, whl!rc he 
published in I R20 his lhrec volume Hl.um:l' <if 
lltt." Indian Ardu'pdtlgo, wtl1dy sct:n as au 
aMCll1Jll 10 equal Ra rn,,s· HisiOrr ~~r Ju•·a ( 1817 ). 
He was appointed by the Marquis of Hastmgs 
lO hcmJ u m1s:sion l<.) Siam and Vietnam in 1821. 
Iris mission 10 Sit1111. described iu 1he Jourmd of 
an Emhtusyfrom t/IP Gtwenwr GNwral qflndia 
to lire Courls oj Siam and Coclzhr Cl:iua 
(#24. 182S) accomplished lillie (thAt to flue 
accomplished even less) other than the incidental 

acknowh:.dgcnu:nt or the British occupaLlou of 
Pennng. as 1he couri wa:-: divided over I he merit-; 
of tr:1de with outsiders. 

Cr.JW tUrd went oo to b~<.:omc Resident 
(Guvernor) or Singapore in succession IO 
Raffles, il s founder. cidl commission<.-r m 
Rangoon~ and ambassad01' lO Ava in I 827, an 
nccoum or which miSSIOn he also published in 
1828. He returned I() Rnt:nn for the last ume 
that year. and bccumc un active fellow of the 
Royal Suctety. the Royal Litcn\ty Society, and 
the Royal Geographical Society, and a busy 
publisher. nlc uccrbic Crawfurd had ~IC outlook 
of an cightecuth ctmury noH1blt; nnd h~o: \vas 
somewhat los• i11 tJ1e nine1eenrh ccm\II:Y worlrl 
of commerce . He was nol lhc pcrfCct diplomat 
and did not inspire aH\:ction. Abdullah bm Abdul 
Kndu·. Lll the Nikawtl Abdu/loh. said be was ''by 
nature 1oclined to impntience and outburstS of 
lt>mpcr. l-Ie did all his work slowly . ~ . J·k- was 
ughHistcd and gaw hnnsclf airs." for all his 
personal rnults. Crawftud's nccount of Siam in 
I 822 is detailed and valuahlc 1 and the fi~t 
eomprehc:nsive dcscriptior'l of the COlll"'l ry since 
the end of lhe 17"' cemury. thot>gll he and his 
patty did nol vcnlltn: d ulsidc Bangkok. 

Nl> less scii:...Opinion3tcd was tht: Protl'Stant 
missionary ofGennan origin. Char·l"s Gutzlaff. 
whose intolcnmcc or other pcoplc·s beliefs 
equalled that of the oarltcst Catholic m1S· 
sionancs. Sir John Uowring wrote of h1s stny lll 
Siilm that it wns ""charactcri7cd by th:H 
extraordinary and sangumccnxlu hty. 'vhich no 
amuum of di$appomuncnt, no expencuce of 
fhcts. no "J'Pl>rnmitics or knowledg..:, ~ecmed in 
th.: slighlcs( dcbrrcc 10 inlluencc or control.~' 

Gutzlaff was not a I ikeable person: he w•·ote 
that aflcr three y~ar:-; in Siam he had 1 'lhc high 
gral ilkalion or ;..<:cing the prtjudit:cs of th~ 
nativ.:s \'ani:.h. and pert~h·ed witb de1igh1 thai 
a large field amongst the diAerent people. whq 
inhabil Siam was 0pcning:' He was guilly of 
scll'-<lcccpliun. l'hough he dealt mostly Wllh 

the Chulcsc {throwmg unwanted tracts into I heir 
lloating homes :c~ he passed by\. he also. on 
account ol'his medical knowkdge. gatnl'd some 
t.:Jltry imo coun circles" His Jou,.,wl of Three 
1/nyag~""s fliong the Cotv.t "f China iu /831. 
183!, am/ 1833. H'itlt Nuliccs td' Siam. Corea. 
um/ the L(m-CitOt> Islands ("30) nppcnred in 
LClndon in I ~34 and is an irritating ralhcr lhtm 
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.tn cnt~runmng or init'ntlaU\ c: ~k. ttur n d.l~ 
dl.'ln(lll~tratc: the indehcatc arrn..'\ac.:h C'l the more 

ICt'\ cn1 mis~n>na.nl.~ at dm. rl..'r11l\J 
An allngcther d1ITef1!Jll r•:r..,onahl) wn> 1hc 

F1 cnd1111"""n~· h.shop ol ~ l:tll'''· \lgr .IC3n­
llul•l i<lo l'nllegoh r•J4. 'X 4), "ho 1r.wcllcd 
\\OJclv lhmugh lhc COUI\U) and ~nc\\ II \\CIL 
lie hc-..:mnc a gou·d tnl!ml ~,j Pnn\:a: \h'n~k"Ut. 
om,l flal h!go1 '· ~ Jcuth tn I st,~ '' .h grcJtl~ 
Ult•urncd hy a h..: ~ 10~ "lw rc.'('"-"~l!f111cd Jn htm 
lth.' c.tU•IhiiC'\ ul :J. Con!'iic.kr.thlc ~hnfar. rr._,fia.:a~nl 
tl1 rah. the Ja .. l \Cdf'oo ul P.11kl_:t11\ ·, hie \\CTC 

, ,,cnl \\uri..m~ tln ,,, '-'1.H1h .. ""'"" I .tlln I rcna.:h 
l·ngh .. h Jltlu,n;~r;. I'JIIcf~'''' I:JI"knn' ''"-rc 
,..rnr,·~o•ly ti.!\\MJcd h}· a.;,,,, t'l1'. 1hc wu1 nurn~r 
nl ( ·uiiJUIIL'' an Smm In tlw mtd J ~~u, "il!\ 

~.:.-. IJnMicd L,, he 7,0~U. m~.-huhng d~'~..:mlnnt... ,,,. 
I ·~'BUJ!ltc"c unJ \' JCUMmc..~c. um.l'""' cr.sl hundred 
"tll'l"-''""-'d lit o;.J:.n Cl) 1'111JC~U1\ • ~ t"t~ \ vlumc 

I )c·\l ''!''""' ,/t, Rt '' .umll' Tlrw fill _\":Jm "'.t..' 
JlUhh'\hcc.t an 1•an~ ltl 1 S5-' hut "')' tr.tml.JLcd 
lll1U I n~lhh, ul run pmt'-lbl~ \l('~ausc Str Jc.lhn 
Utmnn~·.., IJJt' A"mg,Jmn .mJ l'r'of'lc· t1f -~ltlln 

. tpjlCtlll!'J ...... , ... t'k111 ollh:r' 111 1 S:'., .md ~UIIICd 
cxh.:n~avdy fmm 11 

l1 rcd~rh!~ Arlh tir ' t•nlc', \an·11f1H' ol u 
11'\lt/,·Jh •. ur Iht• t'•IPJtul oJtJr, Am1-:dnm ~~1 S1t1m. 

\rttfl II c/t!.\L'Tl}IWUf ~~~ fht• nJIIIJih'r}, e.·tt.ttniH.'fi .Jnd 

luh \ oJ fh,· modem .Swmnt· tP,h) ~""' pub1t..hcd 
m London m 1~5~. :\<Jk hJJ "'P:"t hh ~vuth m 
Pi'nang, '"'f'\ cd m lnd1a .. lnJ 10 L '.10 ''a.;; Jn\ ned 
hl ,;ul t•n a ,lup 1.~3\ mg Smg.1J"-1U· lOr U.mgkoi.... 
lie >pent much ume "tlh lhc h•"J'IIJbk .\lr 
I hlnh.:r. tltc British t:rad~r h.mg c"t.ibh.:;;hed in 
Swm (\\ho was rclJ'pon"-lhle for bnngmg t.hl! 
{,mgmal Si:unese twins w Lhc \Vc,tl. \J'calc ~n 
obtniUCd a commi.;;saon Ill the Stumcsl' SCJ"\i~:e 
a' n nnval and lllllll.t~ officer.'' 11h a h.t.nt.bomc 
>•llal') He "nres a ~al deal Jhout Pnnco 
Chutharnani. younger hwthc:r , ,,·lhc futlli'C King 

\h>ng~ut. and "ho """ •rl"'tnled ::.t.:.•nd Ktng 
un lhc death ('If Rama Ill. ;\c~lc clc:~rl~ :tdm1red 
1he pnncc. and became h1' aldc-.l.,.,amp beiore 
rctummg to LnM,Iand m J )\4~. !\~all! nc,·::r 
tr~t\cllcd 10 Starn. apan hum a lnJ' w ·\y\Juhaya 
ami uround the shurc' nf lh~ C iul f He has a 
nwrkctl UtiJIUi.JC uf VIL'ttlri,Ul \tlpa:rrorlly wh1ch 

1" ol1c:n 1mtatm~. but ·• frc,hn...:"'' and \'lt_!l1Ur 

thnt Ht:lll\· (•thcr aca:c,unh 1.11;" \ lh:r h..~\ mg 
S1;1n1 he ffi\l\ c..J hl lht: \ htJ\JI(o f ll'-1, .JnJ \\ TOI(' .J 

b.t4tk .th..'Ul hrco C\f"COChft.'"'('. lhC' ht.-.:~\, lln '\r01m 

folio" C\lllus I k cl•tmod he made nole> durmg 
hh -.t..l~ and hJd ... a preny n:h:nll\c m~:mory··. 
The Olli.c <>llhc ' auonal nluslt31cd L1brnry, 
h1\ pubh ... hcr. mamwmcd t.h.at the cn~r;t\'tngs 
found tu, lkx,k ''ere ··prepared rrotu cJru,, 111g<t 

made mthc nluntry·· hut thc1 r ,,,untcJ ~.u.:<.:umcy 
b :h t:hmu:rh,'!ll .1.; the mountasm, whu .. h mh.m1 
the pnnt ... ''t s..:\!nc .. m .1n,J n~.u B~.m)!\..n~ '\c.1h.:', 
pre~nc"· ,mJ fk'"''h•m. ~dung "llh th.,t ul dh." 
l-ngh,b C."DJ".IIn'\ of 1h~ 'i1amc-.~ l\..1\) '<'"OroCI,, 
mrh:hanl~. !tnd the -\mcru:an JtHt ulhcr 
m'''H'II.U . h~ h.hl hnh.- time f,,r, ~1\t:' the he 
Ill the '\t.utt,,l K.utM Ill hcmg: cll,..,cd ,,, out..,l\lcr~. 

Sir Jnhn llm\ rln~ -.pent ,,,,(y u 111umh 111 

B~tn~~''"'· t'tut u1 lu' lw~•k Tlli A IIIJ,;rlttm .uul 
Pn1plt nf \'mm (iH I 1}. and '' 11h the "ul uf' 
I'Jih:gul\ ·, \\ttrl ''hu:h up~.m.:d three y~ur'l 

cJ.rher. m .• n,,gctl to ~.tl.:cmnpllsh lnr lhc 19' 
t.:cntur\ "hat l .1 l ~'uberc Jtll fur I he I 7 • 
JJ...no~~o nnl_! '-'OL' a rcnurlwhlc pt;Nnt. U••rn 111 17'' !. 
he "~ .. ·cd~.tttd prt\.lld~ .~mt.l b(c;.un.: nu .. ·nl Ill 
mt"'l \\.: .. tern anJ I J .. tcm Lwurc.sn lanJ.!U.IJ.!C,, 
"'"<II •" Ar.1b1, i11ld Chmc'>C, h~ IX~(I he h;~oJ 
Jlrc •. u.l~ puhlhh .. ·tl d Htlumt: ul cran ... lotth'll" o l 
KU\!-.tun pm.:lr> 111 ... hhtrJl \'IC\\!'. \vcrc 
~\JliHtnd-:d m the: inOuent1al H l'MIIJIII\14'1 

Rcnt"H ''' \\ tu..:h h~ bt.-carnc co c.Juor. otnd he 
pru.Ju,t.:J .t ddinllt\C edtlH>n of Bcnlham'-; 
W\'rlr..~ 10 II \ulum~ m Ul-1.3 Uc \\U" t\lth,;c J 

\kmh.."f'oll'.ultlmc.."1lL.l stu:c~,ful h~n1n \\rHcr. 
3lld mlr•-..luccJ lhc liN dt<:mwl ~om m Rmam 

H< ""'' •rpom!C\1 .on,.ul in C'amoo on I X4' and 
1n I S54 lx\."'311\c nunbtcr plempotcnU.Ir~ 10 

Cluna. Juf"'n. K.>rca. '>iarn • .1nJ Cochm l"htna, 
.J1"'4~ ~l!'r. Ulg ,h ~m em or nod conuntuHh:r 1 n­
chtcf of ll~ng KtJng. He returned 10 Rnuuu 111 

I S5'1 (al\cr h" and h~< "iie "'"" ncarl) fl<liS('Illed 
h) brca.J l.~ecJ" 11h .m.:ntc) and remau1~d ucll' c 
m pubhc ltft, d~ln~ m 1~': In h.- fl'"lhurn()u' 
meruuar. (l'i"'l he .:onstdcred hb m1:."1on ro 
S1am m I :-.~5 J.,. one ol the most tntcrc.">ttng 
lim<" ol h.- ltft Bo\lonng rc-•d can:full~ hcforc 
hb m•>""ltln . .snd mcorpor.u ... -J m ht> t" o \'Uiume 
\\C1f~ .l~lo:OWlb ol 3.11 prc.,iou,o;; embaS'Il!'\ tU the 
l'Uuntl). 3"! \\~H a'i mau:nal ~upphcd h)' Kang 
\long~ul htm,df Tit~ rcsuh "•' l hc f:unnu1 
811\\'rtllt;_ trc.uy, ''-htch was tn he I he ntu\Jcl lhr 
uth~:r 111:.1U1.~ \\ 11h \\'~~tern pO\\ cr.:, ,and \\hit.: II 
<'l•hh,hc.l' 1nu.llly fr<e lr:IU< 111 ..,,,un I k lun1~d 
at ~ U4' 1tt lor..:c dunng h1 ... ncgnti.1Unn,, but 

m.tnag""tt to C''tahhsh 3 "'arm n:I.JIIon ... tup ''-llh 
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King. Mong_kut. who w~ an'iious to prepare hb 
country lor mcnt.ablc rciOrm. 

Few of 1hc ou1hor.. n:prcscnled m1hc cxhtbll 
owe the1r pnbllcnHOil" to senal pre~entauon. 
bu11hc grcal cxplurcr Henri \loubOI (u50. 67-
o~lts nncxcep1ion. Ills work firs! oppe.1red tn 

Fr{·nch HI 111nc con ... ct:uttvc 111~almcnL<> m I ~01 
111 the pcnOdJLul Tour Ju A/fmdt.· \\Jlhthc tnk 
rrn·ugt.• drws 'l'.\ r(l\'tltltlh'.\ Jc: s;,am ,Jc 
('amlwd).!«' dt / .atJ\ ,., '"''' i'\"/hJ, II•'' th· /'hulo 
Chrn,•, llluslr;Ul'd h) c;ngr:l\ mg ... h,l,..:d nn 

i\ 1nuhut '' tn\'11 !-J..ct~o:ht:!-.. The more c\IC:n''' c 
Fngli'\h ~:d Jimn ,,f th~: j,,u,m;ng yc ..• u. m '''" 
volume,, \V:l!O puhh:o.hcd m Lt.mdt:m by \1urr.1j 
w1th 1h..: npp1nval of the aulh,,r·~ ~ur\'1'111~ 

IHnuly. ha,cd Ill Jcr~cy: unfol1lHlilu.·ly 1l\ tltk 
\va~ less m:runuc. mnk1n~ ;.llnl!\ta.J..c 1n lhc d.&l1~ 
fV1ouhol was Ill the r'71!Htn: trc11VI.\ m IIJt• Ct•ntral 
Part\ ,,, /urlo l"lww (.\'ltJmJ c·ambf.i,Jra m1J 

Lm.n. duum.: llt t.' tt'an JA5R. JSJ,(J, ontf f,\60 

!he <lied uf .t f"'"' •>n IU Ncwcml>er I St,J nc.tr 
I uang r mhang."'unij lw. 1.1 ... 1 juumltl Clllf) ••ti.J\ c 
pal) un Ju~:. uh In) l.Jud'" b lor 2() Os.:tubcr• 
1 h.: Frcndt \!d1 1i~..m an bl,)u~ h,m1 came uul m 
I HOS \\'1111 11ttchct11:. cdttrd hy Fcrdmn.nd de 
Lanuyc. but \1 tUtoUI an) tllu>~rauurt> rhcrc arc. 
1hnugh. cc1n>tden>blc dt tlerenc~ be1ween 1be 
l\\O cd1t10n~; lhc- Fngh"h cd uton has more 
sctenufic mfonnauoo and 1~:» comml!nL t.h!!" 
French edmon tncludc;a; pan oi1hc ICXIIencr> 
In hts fi1mil) anJ ha..;; much about the. nt\\ French 
Con5ul m 13ang~ol. 

This great explorer and na1urolis1 ts !am<>us 
fc•r hcing. cn:difed with lhc disco\·~r: of lhc 
ru.iru. of Ang.kor. ,omcl.bmg hL· Dl"\ cr daimcd.. 
being well all <~re be dtd oo1 dis.:o,cr !hem. l ie 
made. ~c\·cra.l scienti fie di-.cQn-ries and had a 
squirrd. a IOrtobc. a 5ptdt..-wr. and a beetle nama! 
a t\er bim. I hs ske1ches and photographs grenuy 
contributed to l~le ~Uet"C'$5 orhtS WOrkS. f\ fouhot 
wa::. born m !vlontbchard. u Protestant :-.trongbold 
111 eas1cm Franl'C. m I 826. and w"m 10 Russlrt 
and Polnnd i'll1hc ag..: o f IS, t(!nchmg French m 
the tmhtur} acadcmv o l St Pctc!'bUf¥. He: 
bl!crune llltcn..•stcc.J 1n thL" nt.•\\ sci<n~o:e oi 
photography and wuh ht< 1>ro1her lr.l\elkd 
Lbrt,ugh Europl' ...,ciJmg daguC'lTotypt.'""') AtHh 
brol hct> ~:unc "' lnglnnd. mamcu rclnll\'(> of 
the !!xplorcr Mungn Jl:~r~. :md :,;ettlcd m JL-F"I!'Y 
111 lX5(l, pn~!'Hhl y •hkc- \ ' 1t1<lf i-lul!n) ~itU'\C ,,f 
oppostltOil 10 Nnpoleon Ill and ht> ~ecood 

Empne ~fouhot seem:; 10 h.J\ e. c(lme across n 
copy of Bownog ·, hook on Starn. publi>bcd in 
I 1-.57. and m Apnl I !;58 sa1lcd from London for 
Singnp<>re and Rangkok 

~ louhollrJ\cllcd ll1ddy 111 Stom. Cambodia. 
and Laos. lie \!SHed 1he lulls nonr Sarabun. 
went to lhanthabun and thence trnvcllcd into 
c~mbouta I k ll<tl«l the hnllcrlund of 
Pch:habun and then -.:.cl uiT fnr Kl1m1 .and Luci 
(" uh .1 '~tbacJ.. :u CI!Juy.1phum \\-here n 
rc~alc:llrnnl g.tl\"cmnr rchL"t.:d ttl 'upply tum 
clcphl\nl'· .11\d he hod I<' rciUrn '" l l:IIIJ!i<.ll~ It> 
•'"'qutrc more -..tronyl)- wurd cd lr>tvc lllni; 
dn\.:umcnt'i.J. lie ~oiled tH th..: ag~.: (ll thtrt) Jhc, 
:lltctu..lcd onl)· by lm~ tw~' l'o1thful ":f\·;.uH!' 

I)I."JlltC llcang U rc,cncd Ulld snlttary pcr, on, ht: 
m .. pm!d conridcncc H1 Olhcrs In ~1·mc nr Ius 
i1p('4m:m d1,1Mh.:rcsl tn h" lnnu ly. lu~ h:w.:~ 

\hO\\ hun dc~olcd ll) ll. 
.\nnu Ll'Oit0\\1.'0) {:'15~) dauucJ H) hll \C 

h\..'"1.:1\ born 1n \Vnh.·' 111 P0-4, the daughter l l r :t•l 
lndtan .. 1011~ \.\itf'l l •ltO dnd thc WIJ ow ur ,lntJlhcr 
oificcr V.hu \\;~.!,. rUinCcJ. b~ b~tnk f:ti llii'C:.O. 

htllt,\\ mg rhc I nd11Ul \luun;. llcr r\!al htu.:k· 
gmund \\~b. lt.:."-.., n:fincd She '"a..' bum in I X) I 
m a bdrr.tcL~ m Ahmudnugor. lndi tt , uf a 
cabtntm>aktr rumed enlls1ed mon morned w 
<me 1\nn (;!as .. 'i-cock. whfl \\.aS possthly Eurustan, 
lltr fmher dted bcrore she was born nnd her 
mother qu1t:kly remarned She rt.:'ce1ved nn 
cduc.Hton m n barracks s-.:hool, and a t I~ 

iltt.r.h:tt.."d the .menu on of a.n UMtSta.nt titaplam. 
1he Re' Il:ulger. who 10ok her wilh him <.111 a 
lllur llf 1he .\lidulc F:t.<L In I RH. -;he mamed a 
dcrl m the \ lilt!ar) Pa) Ollie~ in Uombay. 
Tbomas Leon Owens wh\l st red 1hee children 
tone died young!. :md travelled milt htm lo 
Au>tr&lta. l:.ogland. and Malaya. wbere he died 
of apoplexy m Penang 

•\ nna am\·cd m Bnngknk m \1arch I ~611o 
be scboolmtSia>ss (she alwa)S called herself 
·gocemess·IIO 1he cblldren of Kmg :0.1ongk'ttL 
Sh11 \\ -ati snubbed by the Rrrlt~h consulmc starT 
m Bang.kol am1 their \\'J \ cs. She 1n tunl snubbed 
1h.: rough sea <'<lp!OIIl-' who sou~hl her h~nd. 
and .;he nppcnr-o tlnl~ to hnvc hnd friend' umong 
the\\ 1\t: .... \li I he Amcnc..tn ml~hilmarn:h, \Vhoc;c 
'It:\\:, on polygnmy .md slavery s.he espou~ed 
She -;;,cern' to han· had fn:qucnt lin;. wll..h her 
cmplt>J.:T twhn ~1 1>4-• u~cd her a' a ... c,relnry), 
\\ho lound her ··one grea1 difliculty··. ho 
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probably had nnl rc,dizcd lhat bringin~ mtu the 
pnlncc a forcogn lady teacher full- 111nc w:os 
bound to leou 10 pro blems. She c la imed her 
hcoltb broke d•>W!l nnd dec ided to leo,c: ; he 
~aid she recc1vcJ. no i ncr~ase io ~altai'} during 
her live and a half yea" in Bangko~. and hdd 1o 
suppon her duut!hlcr at school m London She 
left 1n l\ovcmb<'l' IS1•7. pm her ,on ("ho later 
lt,unded :J succ~;::,~ful hu.sincss m llangkt.'k) m 
boarJ ing school Hl l· uglrmd. and Sidled co :-Jew 
York. ·n tcre, m need of money. she wrote, (wiTh 
eduori;ll asststanc..:), of her Siamese t.\pt:rkncc~. 
nUding n goot.l d1.hc of imaginatiou ;lnJ. 
plagiari:.m. and puhh<hed them m IM711 (when 
King Moogkut had already been dead h•r I\\ o 
yt.·ars) under the title Tfu.> £11glish guh·rnc:.u at 
I he: Siamt,se t.'lJIII'f: hdng 1/rc recollectiom ot \·h 
yrnr.,. in th L' R<Jyul Pn/uctt of Bongkuk. lc wns 
dccor;ued with " il lu, 1r:11ions from pholographs 
presented 10 the author by 1hc King ofS1nm": 111 

fact 5<!\er.tl \\ere purloaned from the Scotush 
photon,raphcr f<>hn Thomson. whose lir>l nom~ 
,he misspelled 

J l~r book brought her in:ottant ~uccc ....... :1nd 
' he to ll owed 1l ' ' ith a <cquel. Tlw /lumuncc ·v· 
tloe Harem. in I 872. which was even fnr1hcr 
rrom lhc Lmth. 1\ llll:l became ::& favoured ... pca~cl 
on the A..nH.:nran lcdurc circuit. llcr daughter 
marrie-d a Scona;h b:Ln~cr and she foii0\\<'<1 the 
couple to Halifa\. scnhng do\\11 to ,mall tO\\ n 
life 111 Canadd She wrote 1\'0 more hooks, 
travelled to Ru~~l i.l m I KK I with a commiS!<>Hln 
10 wn tc :u tic les !lbOUL the co untry. ct nd 
t~ccompamctl her grnncl daughter ro study music 
Ill (iennany wh1lc.: Anna herself learnt Suu"knt 
In Leipzig. On hf.!r return to Canada sh~ miHlngcd 
ro obuun cmploymcm as a lectuR.'r rn San~knt 
31 McGill t.:n"c"'"Y· Montreal. Sh~ l!i''~ her 
13.:-tl lcctun: when ~ht wa~ 7~t Sh~: c.hcd in 
Montreal '" 1'115. 

Her ns~L1II 1 C:J gentility in Baugkok ~~ no1 
surpri:-.ing gi \'ell I hi! mores of 1 he 11mcs: ht:r 
subsequent carcc:r 1.., n little aslonishtng, She IS 
today probabl> beucr known through the lilm 
'crs1ons of her lirsl bool wh1ch arc C\ ~n f.lrllk:r 
from lh.: truth lhan th..:•r wurc~. She nc,cr wcnc 
to Cambodta. m :rtpllc of claiming to have' 1:->itc-d 
Angkor. Howe' er. sh(.· wus. the first WOII'lllll to 
write about Smm. nncl ' he i11ncr work mg ... oftht 
palace. lt i:-. u pity thul her accoutH~ did nul 
adhere more closely h> 1hc truth. 

\1o n11.m1inn IS made of Mrl) LeonO\\~ns in 
tho work by de Bcnuvoir (~58, 62, 76), 1hc fi rst 
pan of whu~c J 'o.\·age 11UI.JH11' <IIi 1\ lwuh: ~ I S72) 
appeared a~ Ja\•a-Sium-Canton in 1~69. llus 
omis:otion 1~ intcrcstin~ because Lut.hwic A Chert 
de Beau, oir (fr.'tfuently titled a count. but m 
fact a marqms) web I\\ let: mntcd nuo the pal· 
ace b~ lhc kmy. He was ~\Cn m' itt..:d tniO d1c 
roya l harem. The m:u qui'> de UcJU\ oir only 
spent n ne \~ t.:l!k tn Uangkok in .f:muruy I Stl7 ~ 
Aged about 20 0 1 the limt: uf hi;, Vi\ II, he was 
perhap~ du.: Jirsc gc11uine tourht of modem t1mes 
to vi,it Sium i It: ... b itt:tl in the company of the 
Duke de Pcnahio!>rf. the son of the Pnnce de 
Join,dk. a11<l gr:md'"" ofKmg LoUis Phdappe. 
accompanied <>nly by an a1de~e-<:amp. Cap· 
la in FulJ\•el The pnny ldi London 111 ;\ pril 
1~66. and relu rncd there 111 Septcmhcr I ~68. 

De T.kram·otr unci his youthful companions 
lOok the steankr the Ch ao Ph1·oya from 
Smgapnrc to lhng~ok. ll~<:y dod all the sighu. 
and bad a ¥ll<xlumc. even pinclting "'me hairs 
l'rom the caal of a \\ hnc el"(>h>nt 111 the royal 
stabk s. TI1cy were 3!l\uscd by all !he mcongru­
itic:-t of 13angko}.. .met were ks:-. IJHUl t'C\'CI'enl 

towards King Mungkut behind his back, though 
lhcy clearly loved h im for h i~ cc~;clll ricaics. 

The king "·" in <ome quandary '" In how to 
receive lhem; he \\as on the worst of 1cnns with 
the French consul Auban:L the rcpre.;cmau' c 
of:-Japol~~·n Ill . butt he Orlcam>l>. onduding de 
PenthiCvrc ~md de 13cauvoir. lived m c.\lll' fmm 
the rcg.in'IC t\ubnn..:t was not vi$ilcd hy the d uke 1 

though de AcauV<1ir nnd rau\"d did call nn him: 
Aubar~l wrutc tu the Quai d"OrSti)' thut he had 
rendered ··chranc~llt:ry \cn•icc•\'' U.l lh\!m (not 
truel and that the) 'ta)ed 111 a "na'l) Fnj!lish 
hotel" lalw llllllruc; they Sl11yed \\ nh lhc l' rroch 
mi!->:-olonanl!'s). 

De BcJU\ Oir was born in IH46 in nmssels 
where ht:, f~1 1h ..::r wa.'i Loms Philippe':-. t:ltari!J 
d "aj /mrc.< l ie 11 ns Hlkcn to Engl:md by his (alh~r 
10 1S4S on the <wcnhrow of luu" Philippe. 
bm retumcd In Fr•ncc during the Fronco­
Pru.""" \\'aro l U00-1. He joinc'<lthc 'l>limsuy 
ofForc1gn AlTai" in IR13. but r.·>~gncd in I Xi<l 
1<> \\ork for the Duke d'AumJk . Lou i< 
Philippe's founh >On, .md then to hcnd lh~ t;u•rd 
of bonuur nf1hc Count of Pari,, Luui' Philippe's 
cldcsl >Oil. l ie rclirccl w \-hi·seilles "'"' died in 
1929 Hi ' boo~ lo:" a youth lui e'ubcr:>nc~ which 
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ts. LhorougbJy rtrrc~iting; tl1c ~c<.'Lion !.'overing 
his stny in Bangkok was published by the Siam 
Society in 19~6 with the title A Week in Siom. 
JamllZJ)' 111~7. 

With f'o·:>n k Vinccnr's The Lund ofrhe Whire 
£/eploam: Siglors and Sc('nes /u Soutlo- £ns1crn 
Asia. a personal IWI"I'O!Ive oj trrn·el anrl 
lldnmwre iu Farther India. embrucmg the 
rnmw·fes of Burma. Shun. Cumboclia ami 
Coc/ui1- Cioina (187/- 1). published in New York 
in 1874 ( ti59f 6 1 ), we an.• again firmly \VitJ1in 
the 1·ealm of travcJ literature. Vincenl Jill nul 
come on an orticial mission, or make money. 
buc 11"-c: th: Bc:auvoir, :-.imply ltl :-,c:c the: place. 
lie was born, iniJI'ooklyn in 1~4~. the "m ufa 
well off 1'\ew Englnnder. He entered Yale in 
lS66 but because ol'poor health only completed 
lWO semesters. J-1 is book secured him an 
honorary M.A. from Val~ 111 187 5. oud his health 
seems lo ha\' t: thrived on 1ravel. ror he 
$ll bscqutnt ly v isilcd Scandinuv-ta, South 
r\merica. o1ncl Afl'iCIL l ·lc marrl~..·d a cousin whc:n 
he wa.< hO and died in 1916 aged 68. 

Ht: was not an nccuratc obser\'c.r as far as 
Siam is concerned. but is un l'airly safe ground 
" hen he quo1es Sir John Oowring. which h~ 
docs extensively. He managed through the 
Amcm.:an ... ~onsul to obtam aud1cnccs wi lh the 
Second King and wu h the Regent. Chao Phraya 
Sr Suriwongse: he did not meet King Chula­
kungkum, who was then visiting Jnllia. I Je saw 
liulc outside the usual sights of B<mgkok und a 
side. trip to Petch~buri. lie travelled overland to 
Cambodia with lhc t\mcrican con:-:ul and 1hc 
misslunar) :md l<.:xi<.:ographcr McFarland~ one 
of th~ servnms in d k• party was L>cng ... the 
Chine.sc COt,"'lk r\lm1erly in Mouh~H 's S\!I'Vh:-C. 

\Vhilc m Angkor he: ~tcquircd a pH!cc ofo,;culpture 
which he bequeatbed to the :Vlctrupnlilan 
Museum or/\ n. 

Dr Dan Beach Bn1diC)' w:L5 a lom1idable 
l\mericnn missionar)' who lived in Siam lbr 
many y(,!nrs. TIc published lmcts nnU his own 
n.:, .... sp3pcr, lhe Bangkok Rt•t'nrdt_·r, on a printing 
press hi! irnport..:d. His m:wspapc:rnflcn a ttacked 
th~ lradition·s nnd pra{;ticc:-. he cunsillcn.:.d 
wicked. notahly concubinage ~lnd sl~\'ery. 

s(.'\'cra l uf hi!-- diatribe~ wen: persona lly 
answered by King lvlongkm. who mu~t have 
fnund Dr Amdley a considerabk irritant. Even 
Anna Lconow~:ns r<.'L'O£n17,ed that .. ne\vspaper 

~trictures (nol alwilysjust) and suggestion~ (not 
dhvays pcrtinl·nt) .. aimed al tht 1-.ing':-. admin· 
is lration or household were an intrusion. 
However. 1he king clearly recognized 1he vahlc 
of Braillcy's mcdtcal :md t:ducauon serv1ces fO 
t11e country. Oradlty lirs1 came to Siam m I S.15. 
He wwellcd extensively in S1<111l. and kept J1anes 
<>f his !\tay unLil his death in 1873. rhc ye~1r in 
wluch his Dictionm~· uf'the Siamc.•se Language 
(M'O) wus publishcJ. I lis work 011 smallpox 
vaccin ;11ion and cholern prevent ion wns 
particularly impor1ID11. 

The Norwegian c~trl Alfred BUl'k WH!oo bum 
into a merchant f.1mily in Oslo (then Cb.risliania) 
in I 849. 1-'ic wenl lo F.nglnnd in I S6R and took~ 
post witlllhc Swe-thsh-Nonvcghm consuJ m Lhc 
fishing pon of Grimsby before movong to 
London. marrying lhe daughter of a ship 's 
captain, and dcdcling lO (_kvnt~: him~clf to n 
career iu the natural sciences. 1·1~.: travdlcd 
through'tapland in I S77, and was commission~d 
by the M:1rquis ofTwc:c:dalc: to go to Summra to 
make a coll~:cliun of specimens. H~.: arrived at 
the height of 1he A..:eh \Var. Hnd sent two 

'hipmcnl< "' F.ngland hefore teaming of the 
death or hi> patron. He managed to contact the 
GO\'Crnor·-Gcucra l or the Nc~hcri•Jids East 
lndics. \'Bn Lansbergc and persu(lded hun w 
suppon an <:xpechtion 10 south- east Borneo, 
wluch he visited m I$. 79- I 880. The e'pcdition 
devolcd 1t1t1ch time ln\'CStigating reports about 
men \'dth tai Is. His rep(1n Wil~ translmed imo 
Dutd1, und Lhc t'Y(.'-C:.Jtt:h_ing English version. 
Tlw /fem/-1/wuers t~( Bornc•o. appeared m 
London in I 881 

Bock lhc:n made n journey lhrnugh nor1hem 
Sicun. \vhich ht· published witl1 S:tmp~Lm Low 
in London in 1884 :15 Temp/{!.S mul Eh:phcml.r: 
The- Narrarn·e oj a ./rmruey a} f.xplor01lrm 
thnmgh UtJper Siam rmcl Lao {H7 1 ). IL was 
dedicated to King Chulalongkorn. whom be met. 
and who assi~ted him in his travels. Thl! book is 
nn cnll•ruunmg uccount ofhb Lr.lvcls: he coVt.~rcd 
not just the then linle- kuownnonlt but also the 
cnpital ~nd nc.arhy ((lWI~. A ner his visit IO Siam. 
Bock bc<.:amt· a t·.arccr dlplom<H in lhc Swcdish­
Norwegiao t'OlbUlar scrvu:~. holdJng posts m 
Shanghai. Antwerp. and Lisbon. lie retired tu 
Brusscb where hl" d ied m 193~. Mlll'h lo his 
cha~.-in. he received no award from the Royal 
Geographic<ol Soctety of Lnndon. though he 
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rccei\'ed 011\er a..'Coladt-; and h.uln ha" 1..--.:uckoo 
he d1\Co\·crcd in Bomeo naml·d Jftcr him~ 

\Jury Lo"ina Cor• app¢3nt Ill Llock 's pages 
as one Ol' l\\0 "c\ tdcntly dtsarp~lll tCd ladteS or 
nuddlc age" assisting au American 11'11SSionary 
COt1ph.: ( who:>c name he appear~ It) g~:t wrong) 
"dotng good Christian " ork in the way of 
t1.:~1ching a few :oung !)iarnc~c" in PherchaburL 
\1b~ Cort wrme extensl\d) abuut th\! mwn in 
her Siam. or tire Heart of Furt/r(·r India f r\cw 
York. I R86. =75 ). Arter lcannJ! Phetrhabun. 
'he worked "in the lield" on Chian& \Jai, \\hose 
1 n1Mbuanl3 she seems to h;l\ I! 4.1pprcciat<:tJ more 
1h:m lh<)SC Oll!l in the ~outh. She \V::ts a prunul')' 
'l'h<><>l teacher and rh is, a Ius. is ckurly rcflcrted 
iu her \Vriting style. He1· crstwhilt: colleague m 
Phctch~burt and fc lluw dl'nppointcc. S"rah 
(..' ,>rtinan, comributed lo Siam t.mJ l,I.Jih UJ seen 
/t\' our ·l merican \(;,~iumsr":' (Phdacldphi::t, 
I Si<-11 

Two minor charat·tcf'\. t:nmc ne\t Ge-orge 
U. llacnn waS 31\0t.IK:r Amcncan who spe111 
-.,nmc Umt: m Siam from 11t57 in conn..:ction 
wi1h 1he rntifit.alion ul u ll'caly wnh Siam Hi~ 
._\'iam. tlw /,uml r~{lhe 11'/ritl.' l:.'h•J'Imnt. ItS 11 wru· 
<ltlt l ;, (i1K3), lir$1 l)ublishcd In I XY1 , is o 
cnmpik\lion uf extracts rmm 1hc wl'iung:-. of 
mon: fnmnus person~. ncarly all wken from 
author"~ of the 19 centu~ alrcJdy cued her~. 
though Jncluding some' pcrwnal •mpn!S~Jons of 
hi< ownsm~. ~las" ell Summrn ilk. 3 profc>Sor 
m lh~ rccnndir~ subjeCt of gl~ptology tdelined 
:l) th~ ::.ludy of the an or ph)~t:""' t1f can mg or 
cn~r:l\'i l\g. l'spcnaH; nn J;I!I11S) \\ nh the 
Univcn:i 1y of Penn.sylv:.miu. Will" nnn1 her lOU I i~l 

whc.' visited towards 1h..: ~mJ c1f, lw century, 1-fe 
stny.:d ,It the Oncntal Hotd and took ;t buattrip 
tu ';,it the ruins of Ayuulmya He p:1ds out Ius 
banJluccount in Siam 1m tht· \[(:mam. fmm riJc 
Gull to .·(\1llhw {P93 • '' uh ''lhrce romances 
•tlu,rrnnve ofStame.sc hfc und cuqoms·· 

To complete 1his ~h..'\:li\C gmdc. Wt.' ~h.1.ll 

tin"h w11h E. lunet de L:~jonquihe (c.l ~50 
19B ), who li,ed m culuntal French lndo-Cltina 
l'rom I RR3, and had a chttncc IH\!I.:Iing with Loujs 
foulUl, 1hc Hna Director or 1f t~ b~.Zok Fran~·ai$e: 
t. l' R-,; trt!me Orie-nt. F'innl r~'inlvcd t\1 make u~L· 
\H' LnjcmquiCre · s knu, .. h:dgc of the region. and 
bnng him into the ne\\ I> lbundcd 10!-.ltlution. 
The rwo pubhshcd an tn\entO'l of Cham 
monuments in 190<1, ami LaJ<mqu•erc subsc-

quently produced unul 19Jd a great num~r of 
pubhcaliun' rcl:lting 10 the archaeology. 
gcograph~. and htstory of lhe regron. bdorc 
rct1rlng 10 t\lolaya. In Siam el /,('\ Sumwi.'' 
(1906 ), ho ck sctibcs a JOurney wkcn ttl the end 
of 1904. the year in which he pubh>hcu his 
fJicrinmusil•t• frf1m;ars-siamtn'f0 (# I 15 ~. by river 
to Tak. ucro" I ll Rangoon and back ro Sram. 
rakinj! 111 'iukhothai and the kiln' uf Si 
Sarchan..1la1 bcfm~ rduming 10 Bian~ul-.. He 
w..t' a r:m: C\~unpk· (Gcnm is anolher) of a 
pruf<.'.)!\lonal 'oldier rumed ~chular: one ,,.,..,he' 
there were morl!. 

I -;hould l1kc to mC'otlon some utles that 
porhaps <lc>cn·c to be added 1<> tltis tonprc>St\'C 
collect iun, and which m some ~.:asc!) an.~ l'uund 
in the Smt11 ~OCtCt)'' s collection. In I S2~. James 
Low pubh,hcd Hl Colcuun 11Ie Ftrst Cirammur 
vllht· f'lwi nr Swmt'-\t' ltmguug<.'. aml full{med 
this wuh an .trlidc: ··on Siamese lucraturc·· 
( UO(l}: 1hc-~t tirst<:t dc.!lot."n. c nur ath:nllfln. r wo 
Amcnc;m aulhnr\ :1re not rc.prc~nh .. -d ht..·rc. they 
are Ed muntl ltohert~ • .. ,, EmbtU.\1' to t/Jt. 

EaW•'' 11 (. 'rmrl.\ cJf Cocluu-Chlna, Smm, am/ 
Mu.<w< '" riH U.S. Slnop--oj--War T'Nt('c>Ck, 
Dot·id Gt~lslngt.!r, ('ommnuder. (lurliiJ.! sJw r;:cu'.\' 
1832 .1-1 ( IK37) nml W.S.\V RuschcniJco·~c r. 
.\an·am'l.' oj (/ I 'm'ri,!:W round th,..' ll 'orld dunn'! 
tlh! \'c.:m-, /SJJ J6. and 37, inc/mliu.'!tJIWrrc.lli~·-.· 
n(an £ml~tl.\\\' UJ the Sultau ,,(.\fu,"·ut ,uultlw 
KillJ! uf Sium (/,~Jt"\): lhc} arc the fiN \meru::\n!'t 
to ''nlc .shout the coumry. omt.l J \Hiumc i' 
locaiJ~ 1n pr~ ... , bnngmg these 1\\l\ i!t.:~.:ount-.. 

tngcthct. Ill I R75 .John Tbomsun pu~hsheu hi> 
vulumc Tllf' Strclits f~/ ,\/alacca. /nd11 Chmu 
ond { 'Jrimt using his own phologrt~ph~ (l\OITIC uf 
whkh. :1.., ll\~1\I I UIIt:cl e-arlier, were appropri:ued 
b) Lhc un,crupulo\as Anna LeomJwcn' for her 
boo!-.); h..: rc~ords nn entenaining uH~I'\ IC\\ \\'tth 
Kmft \lllOg"'UI. T''o gcncr.JI araw:llcr~ \\hO 
recorded their joum~s arc Gcor~~ YounJt­
bU.'lbancJ. /,SOIIunl~:.·\ m1 t1 Burmt'se lUithrnu~h 
8w-mah. Smm . ( IRXR) and Florrncr C~dd)'. 
Ta .~ram rwd \/aim·,, in tlu! Duki! ~ ~f .\'utlwrland', 

\'acht San t. Pt'tlf ll 8~9 ) Pl~r-~un~ clo:-.cly 
ns~ocwlcJ \\ ith thL" Sia-m Sociely in H~ very 
early day~ :li'C Oscar Frnnld'urtcr. G. F .. Cctini 
and \\',,\ , Cr:1ham. riley both <:L•nLn~utcd en/\. 
Cectl Cart~:r'!<~ book. The· Kingd<.mt o/ .\wm 
(I 9041 menuoued ear her. and publ"hcd 
:o.epamtcl) :a number of important ,,uri;., uf1hcir 
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own nn Siam. P. A. Thompson. T.otu.\'l<md . . 
rlre .:C>rmrry rrm/ pmple ofsourhern Siam ( 1906) 
wns nnother residem wbo productd a book on 
Lhc cow1try, and Lhc choleric Sir Henry Normnn 
~l.P. pubhshed The peoples and pollrics nf tlte 
FCir £as1 fl907). which is unlikely 10 haw been 
well received at the court of King Chula­
longkom. l11e Burney Papers. dating fTom 
ll~nry Burn~y·s 1&26 mission. w~:rc assembled 
in 191(1, bm still trwait close nncmion. There 
arc undo1,..1btt:dly mher volumes nod nuthors rhat 
r11igh1 be add~..·tl to thi~ Jist. Having said that, 
tho1,..1gh. 1he present collt:<.;liOn remain:\ hugdy 
1mprcssivc. and Siamese bibliophiles are 
undoubtedJy tmgbtily cnvi<)US of it. 

I dealt m tht begwning of Lhb talk wtth 
nbservnble trends in1he 19"' century books dealing 
w1th Slam, and, in conclusion. should uole here 
the linn and in thai ccmury lhc only appearance 
of a novel based, \'Cry loosely indeed, on 
Phaulkon's life (there is little need, I am sure, to 
n:mind Lhi.s au"c.iicncc Lhal Phaulkon was an 

advennu-er from Ccphaloni1:1 who arrived in Si:un 
via the English East India Company and Oantam 
abmrt 16 79, rose lo high office. over-reached 
hun self. and was kallcd in the event~ surr(lUnding 
the palace coup of 16881. William Ualton·s 
lr.tvc-sty or cx·actit11de. Pltauh:un the Acb·entureJ· 
(1149). inc•denlally sublitlcd "A romantic 
biography" (1862), has lx"o follo"•cd in nxcnl 
years by Lhe novels of Axel Aylwcn ( 19~8. I <l91 }. 
Claire Kccfe- Fox ( 1998). Monique Jnmbu1 
(2000), John Shaw, aml perhaps the best of the 
lot, Morgan Spones (whose Pour'" plus b•·ande 
glob·e de Dieu, 1993, rernains \lll iTil.llSiated H) 

English, though a Spamsh edition has appeared). 
To my knowledge. two more arc rn the pipeline 
by other authors. one .n respected t'COOOJnlSl or 
Thailand. and the source does not look like dJying 
up too soon. lnt:td~nlally I 'SlTongly suspecL the 
inspir;uion for Dallon·s early e1Tor1 wa~ Appendix 
E in B9wring's vol II. "History or Constance 
Phaukon" (also spell, as with Dallon. wilh a "c" 
nnd not a ·'k''). publbhcd io 1857. 
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