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1\ Rcginnal Approndt co Thuihtnd: 
Rr n cctions on the wr itinAS or t\. Thomas 
h.ir<ch ' 

HJurktfur Jon"'<On 

Southt!ast ~~ia as •s JC.1cu' nf 'lllld} has come 
under increasing_ criticn I ..:x •. uninlll hln, and UlOSI 

Ot' ~II of the particip:uw .. in lht<t (m~gumg debate 
J I'C for nil pracuca l p urjhl~H"S Sout ln.·asl 
A"ihlm,ls.~ This criucal tdlcction j;; pan o r H 

IMgCr mh.'Hccrual critiqu\! of ~m.:J ~tudtcs. thai 
drn\\S -;umc uf ibt cncrg} from S:tu.l'~ Unemal
t\m,l -\f'lpaduraJ. who wnh,:o, em modcrnuy. 
glubahl:!non. and SoUih A>1a. n:marks th31 ··area 
srudic~ 1s a sfkctfic Wesrem l\""t"hniqm: of re
'carch and <'an hardly pretend t<> b~ a >impk 
tnuTnr of tho civili<atiott.tl Other. \\"lm does 
O~...:d IU be n.·co~rni7cct, i f thC :\I'Cft·Mudics trndi

tilll1 i~ 10 be revitnlizcu. is thnt loenlity itsclf i, a 
hi,wncal produ~t artcl the hbtoric' through 
''hich Jn-calitks ..::rncrg~ an; c\cntually subject 
w lh~ d)namic:t of the ~lot>~'ll.'' Uut he al:-.o 
'tare~ chat ··area :-.ludit..-:. ' ' a 'lhUo\1) renundcr 
thut glohali7ntion itself " a deeply hiStorical. 
lUlC\ en. and ct-en lncalt:m}!. pn.x·c:" ··4 

\n area-~tudu..~ uncnt:uron. ~tuch 3~ J ftx:us 
on So111heas1 Asnt. may ~umc au be J'C\\Orkcd m 
term~ u l' current analytical t.:l..lnCc:rns ti n hi -;tory, 
nmhropology, and o thL":I' field~ I wu h tht: \'JJriou~ 
inacraclilHlS o f luco.t l and glnb:\1 fnc1ors. 
I lh.:ounll.:rs with Lhe glt.:tlnll Uu nnt ncc:cs'>arily 
)!IObi.liiLc: ur tlctc:rrih>ri.ll11~ 'odal \\urlds 
\\'end} Mce·~ !ttUd) ul mtc:mc1 conunumcauon 
10 ~1.tlay-...ia. for m>tan(,'C .... ugg~" th:u lh•~ 

lt.lrbnauonalarena ~" c'''-' hc•yhh:n ;s '\.COSC of 
n;uaonah .. rn ami na1iona1 hclf:'lll!lllg: llu~ •~sue 
h not new lO SoutheaM i\,lun ~tudtcs. 1f one 
considers tOr ins1anc~ hl>\\ \\'oilers rl.!framed ns 
''hH:aht.alion .. what \ rcdl!s :lUd ulhcr pu.mccrs 
nr in~criblng Suulhcusl Asia h.nl chMiH.:l<:r izcU 
~~~the ""lndinnizatiun" ur the rcgiun.' The point 
uf lhl'~t.: L'X~I mplc' is n~l h.) ~otuggc~t c;;omc 
mmmrable ":0.13lay·· ur rc~IC\1'4"\I clem~nb but 
r:lllk:r to rni~ qu~uon ... uhmu the .. upposed 
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linrtucs, e>f ··!llohal"" factors. 1\ •cholu.' 'I homas. 
whv:,c \\Or~ ' "' pnmnri1y conccrni.!J \\ ith 
Q~ea1113, has argut.:cl f(Jr an ar~a "ii\U.h\....., dppro~u.:h. 
HI!'> ca ... ~ ''pan I:- that as a.nthrupolog) has come 
tu cunccn' u;;;clf '' ith i.ssu~~ of hi,IOI) and 
chang~.:. J rcgwn.al focw. can f'!N\Id'-" '"an 
mtcnncdi.11c lc\cl of theory and analy!<tl!t .. 10 
t.:nu.ntcr buth the narrow focu~ uf cmwcnl ion:-~1 
ethn~Jgt .lphy and 1hc universali:.t tc nttcm.'IC\ of 
gmntlth.:~.-•ry, 

In a rt.:"ccnt sn1dy 01 long-distance und cro'S
bordct tru"'c m I.-nos. \\".alkcr ~lu)\\:. hew. L~ao 

wom~n • ~ prommcncc an trade dra\\ :-. un a 
JMn•cular combuuuon ofhi.stoncal c1n:um't~ll:C 
and chan~\!' in local nouon~ of g\,.-ntlcr." lie 
not.:.' that m Thailand and Lao:, ''umcn·, 
mohtlity 1\n~ lr:lcltltonallyquite limited. JnJ link, 
L.hi~ Lo '"'u..:' of Rmklhbt workh ic'' ~ \Vhat mnde 
for the -:\pi.msi<'n of women inlo long dist:mce 
lrnclc \\',1'\ 'l mtx lur.: o f 1he em igration til~ 
cLhnically Clune!->~ u~u.l..:-rs during lht..! \\':lr Ill the 
197Cb. ~1nd I •• 1n "ornen 's grow my c.\pcncncc 
of. at'd C\f><.:ntn~:ntation wnb. moblltt~ 10 these 
corxhuons of \\Jf. \\'alkcr u'\c' thi' (J'c to 
quc-,uon 1hc \·.ahdtt~ of analyucal :•s ... tn~ons 
about hoi\ tn<kkm conrlitiotl> ha\c J>la)'cd ha\ oc 
w11h traditiOn.!) gender categonc' and or 
unmlHln.:(l tr;ldll ional ge-nder rule' I te o; il ll:lt~:, 

thc:,c c.•hang..:' in rclmion tu u wurld vii,;\\ th:ll 
wns u~vcr immmnhlc. hu t wfl~n.: \\~..\mcn·s 

int.:r.:a,..cd mohdity W.l.:-. a rclatl\'cly new 1\!:lllu\:. 
I k <ttc' " '"ch for the obsct'.Jitun thut ··tong
standut~ M~XuJl i 7cd practice~ cau rW\\ he 
pmlit.1bl) •krluyctl un a bro:tdcr .1nd nl{)rc 
nu.JbJic stage.' .. 

\\ alkcr·, 'tudy of tra~ ,>nd trddct> m 3 

bordcr1anc.h em uonmcnt pro,·•de!. \'illuabh.: 
ms•gha ... 1n rf.!l:u ion 10 recent spcL·uJulitm .. ahoul 
I!&:OllllU\14.' l"n'·' J"'e ri ly lh3t lhc "L!.:tlntHlliC 
Qu~~~,_l rau~lc" was lo bring ahout. ~~~ mu~h .1s m 
n;latwn 10 <l ~;,h i fling Jargcr conlcx l t\1r 11 .ul..: 1n 
!Itt> rcgum of m:unloud Suuthca>t A""· I lis 
\\Ufl-. !-thU\\"1 fvr mst.mcc a regulmOI)' contmutty 
bet\\ ~:en pre-colomal control :a"'l cohlnllll 
rcgamcnt.1tion O\~r 1rade. H1 .. cxammolt1on nf 



the sh iffing connection> of "local" and "global" 
factors is an interesting srudy. suggesting, for 
instant:c, tha l g lohalization :>h3rpcns the lbcus 
on local ity rather than <..:Ont r-ibutiog to 1ts 

undoing. 
\ Valkcr" :>works a lso relate to some neglcc1ed 

works of Anthony Thotllas Kirsch r 1930-99). 
My aim is to suggest the reJcvance of Kjrsch's 
lhcu;;. lln. a nd unders tanding of. the reg ion. in 
th.; context of the rl.'n·nt t:onccrn \ViLb the 
rationale for ar~a stlldics. Kirsch's approach to 
area studie~ w~ directly innu..:nccd by his 
anthropt,Jogy, par1icula rly conccming issues tlr 
history and change. I suggest dmt th~orctit<Jl 

nnd annl),ical aspects of Kirsch's wot k arc 
n.:l~vun l tu the stud}' of the rcgH>n '.:- pl:lces nnd 
peoples. m part because he n<:v~.::r took the 
boundcdncss of"sottcty" or "local'' lor granted. 
One thread runnln.g through all Kirsch"s \\'OI'k ls 
a cuntcm \\'ith th(' social ram ification:-: of 
part1culnr valw . .:-orienlatiuns O\•Cr lim..:. Hi.:, 
nppronch to SoLl1heas1 Asi(l focuses on varieties 
of cuhure in history and how they bring about 
"pcupks·· .a:-. ''ell as ~rccilic patl-:m!t :md 
in~tabilities. In 1971 Kirsch argued that a 

regional tOe us was only one of the changes thai 
anth ropo l~.lg)' had l o t:ndorsc m orde r t(l 

orercome the linuwuons of HS "classJc::~ l .. 
~ppro:.tch tha1 \vas charocterized by synchroniC 
studic~'i o r suppnscdly-trnditional (and unchang
ing) tnbal and pL~:tsttnt pcoph:s: 

The 'tmly ilr ''hbwrk" rro-CC:\SC~ . whether ca-;1 

iu the thl!ore'lil'al ft.uhl.' <tf "lllC•tfl.'min tinn;' 
.. culturJI t\•olution .. or whale\ cr :.~ I so uwo1\'tS 
n~w methodological strJtcgil.!s The ... h,st"rical" 
amluopologJ~t can "" lvngi.'r d t:V(l!C huu.:;df hi 

the trndiuonal synchron1c stud;• o( d1scrctc Lribes. 
minonucs. ,.,llugcs, etc. l·k must cxp~nd Ius 
th<!t)(\' and nlcthmiology and i,.'Xh:nd his spr1 11~11 

nnd h:mporal i>ound::u•t..:s. I rh<: sh~)uiJ f()t.:w; tm a 

o;\nJ:!Ic .. ,.ocicty·· (and it js becoming Less dear 
wh:1t thi(\ t.:nn means) ht: most fmnili;:1rizc lmnsclf 
\Vith thl." bwutl hi:. tfll it.:.tl C\IIH~.~~ ~)j' !hal ~\ICiCI)' 

"-O that he i.s 111 n postLion 10 detect .. ch:mgcs~· 

when they tak~ plan ·. Evt.·n in lbcussing on :L 

'\iug lt: .Ji(tt.:itty IL h:.L~ hct.:<unc i n..:n:.it~mgly diflicuh 

to \~cw ··a socJc{y" 111 lso1arlon. SocJct•cs must 
now be viewed as pilrl of a larger process or 
.change whtdt is wkwg: pb .:t: lhroughonl the 

world. proces-ses ot' change '"'h•ch O\'erridc 
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conventional soci~tal boundaries. l "l1e lliStOitc.al 

nnthropoJogisl it seems. cannot <:oniinc himself 
tO s irtgk socttt•es hut must f\."':S(Irt tv some sort oi 
broad C'ompnr:mve perspeet!\'f' th:n \Vill enable 
hlm 10 simuhancously dcol wit..h numemus 
i;I)C1tliCS 

It should be ~tear I hill this l'ocu~ hn hi!>toric:1l 
tmthropology is on..:- which wouhl tbstcr un are3 
~tutJ i e:- ,tppr();~ch . -Indeed, if one really wishc.' to 
"pnwc·· an ~.:vuhuicmary lhl;!~"ll)' pcrh:tpl' the heM 

sLrau.:_g}' wouJIJ be tf'l afJilW.t..:h it t'mm tht.' 
perspective of ~trca smdic;:,.. 1 hal •s. one must 
shvw thlll"\;,•ohuion" h ilS 1'\Ctlmlly lnkcn plllc<: in 
some pruucular nr..:a over tune ( mtbt:-1'thrm makmg 
an ad hoc sclcclloJl of instaJlCC~ of "cvolwton·· 
which has \;OmmQnly been I hi.! cnsc).1" 

A pan of lhc aurac1ion ofll1is cvt)lulil>nary 
framework wns Kirsch ·s awareness of historical 
chnngcs, and his :-;ense thm social orders were 
orit.'nh.:d. COilSt:.i l)U:-;Iy ur not, toward 1J1c ruturc. 
lo an iconoclastic paper on the history ur 
nmhropolog.y that clnbo11Ucs Oil ~ome of th..: 
ide-as he pn::>cnt~:d in hb 1971 lecLurl!, he 
argued tha t ant.hropology was turning w wtm.l 
the f'untre. l·le mndc this case both ror the peoples 
~md proct .. •·sscs wu h which ~mthropology (lnd <~rea 
surdits a rt.' conc...:mt.:d. and for these field!' of 
smdy as tli.sciphncs. Tlus argunt.:m was nol 
sp"ci lically abo111 Southeast Asi~. but it holds 
fOr the region i f one con:.~ider.s, tOr instance. the 
gradual Jisappc.:uranc(.· ()f scholarly studies of 
··tmditionnl peasant (or ttibaiJvi llages." One of 
K irsch's arguments was 1hru outsiders projected 
Lh i!' notmn of' " typ ica l peasant~" on the 
..:o untrys idc-, In hi s t•arhe.u publi ca ti on. 
"Development nnd Mobilitynmong 1he Phu n 1ai 
ol' Northeast Thailand:· K1rsch drew nn h~!' 

fieldwork cxperu.:m~c to argue agamst the 
prevaiHng conception of pea sam society 3nd i1s 
prohlcm~: 

Both populnr discussions of Northc~l :it TI1ailand 
::md 1LS ptnbk•n<. utul mOl\! prugr:'lmmallc: 
S(atcmcms. d.:-fining det·dopmcru aim~; ~cem to 

be roo11:d in ccnain ~ooccpuons abou1thc 'kind ' 
of p-c:upk Korlhc:a~h:mCfb nre. \Jontu.:~tcmcr~ 

ar.: COI\CCJ\ ed. l't11· C~3lllplc. tlS I)COI)Je v,dl.ll S.lt<l11g 
comnum1etus lO a pan1c.ulnr mode of liJc., tha~ of 
I'ICI.! fanner; h,l a lradUIQJI;ll Set or vill:·l gt: ·ba!'~d 

:;ocul.l re1atkms Md cu~tout~: a•ld 10 pi\nicul:tr 

.lmmtal oj tht' .\'ium .\'m•u·~\· S'J.I & 2 •100 l• 
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ln~;.li,ic5.. wbcrhet 11.111\c \ tllagc~ or the 
1\..,rth~a,.,tt!rn rcgl(ln 111 ~cnct .:tl That i<>. 
t\onh~!a'>IL'Ilh.'T't; .an: 'C'CO -'' ··~T'IC.ll J)C3.~:UU.lo:: 

Af'tL'r discussing how th1' ~h.:n:<1 1 ypc rclalcd 
10 lhl.' common fr:m1cwn!'k for urulcrst;mding 
and :1ddrc.:.ssing t~sucs of de' elopmeut und 
puli i1C31 msurgenc}, Klr..dl pl'l~<:<cdcd 10 rcfUie 
the whdom of bolh the cornmun p-.:rc.:cpuon of 
~""''""' populallons and ofd1<: ~uppo,.'\1 cllic..:~ 
of economic de,doprnc.:nl lu tlcfu..c politit.-al 
problems. His cn114U< of lh< lr~mcworks for 
d~'dupm<nl bdng applied 10 lhc 'l:orthca<l 
rcgHln m the 1960s. "'~' flrq th.1t the Phu 1 hai 
\\CI'~ quite l."!tl l crprb1ng. and thu~ :\ lready 
mnnift~l mg lhc atlribuU!$ that dcvdopmen1 
prnjcc1.:; wcr(' m~:ant to hl'ing w the n.·gmn. 
l:qually imponam \\ere lhe way' in which l'hu 
I h..tl \ 1llagc~. men in pnrtll.:ular. were already 
linked 10 larg~r world< throoj!)l '<>Cial and 'P>hal 
moh11i1y Tite~ lmk~ lu .... ocl:t frount\\ orb 
be) ond the '~Hag¢ through the Ruddhtst 
monkhootf, .'\oci::tl mobili1~ thr<.)ugh ctluc::nion 
ond oflic.ol posillon. and the 'l'~li~ l ulobiUty 
ti\V()I \'cd in men· s sojount.:.. (pmthlao) pro" idecl 
'OIIlC of 1J1r mnl~rinl I hOI KiN~h \Vurkod nn in 
1\\lbS<:!JUC.:Ill writings nn lh..: t'~ lalivn~ llf ~ucicty 
.tnd rclig.10t1 

In hi~ next publication. a ..:ontrihutinn tn 'he 
deb:ut: O\CT whether ThJi 'OCII!'t) \\~Is ''loosely 
.... tnacmred'' a:, l:.mbrcc h;ad cloum\!d. ' Kusch 
made a strong case tOr r'--dm:cung aeuhropo
logtcul undcn;tandlll£~ ofsocml org~tniz3rion.:' 
The ..:oncems: of L11at Jeha1c no IOil!-lcr pro\ okc 
much tmerest. ,., but Jt h ~I ill \H1rlhwhile Ill c.~
J nunc Kirs~.!h':-: pcn;pcc-ll\'c on the nnnlyticfll 
anc.l d!.!scriptiv..:. problem..; lll\'O I H~d In Llctcnnin~ 
•ug \\l lctl •~r Tl1;.dJam.J \Va...' 'hHhl.!l}' -trrut.:mn:.I.L" 

lie n<Hcd thai the"' o "J"' of lh< dcoa~e largely 
lo,lkcd past one another. ~utd thJt then.: \\a.. .. tude 
di,..:~greement about cthnogrnrhu.: d<..,cnpllcm!'t 
ofTha1land 

Thm ts. 1.h.c- conuo\ en,~ 1ltlcs nl"'1 rum on tl\e 
' l:lt'l.,· nf fh~u soclCt\ .tn~ ~,•uhurc but ;lround 

\\·h.H 11te.;c l'":lc;t-!1 ·mc;m' iu to.: flU); Hl1uurc gcnc:rni 

thcorcul'al cou,;crn~. Th..: pmt'llcm thcn ma•.• nnl 

l i~o: filii tlu·re in .some "f')c..:l.ll l ~·anm.:s of lb.u 
\Ol' ICI}' (ur the Ab.SCDC~o' Uf ""\i..:h 'p..:cinl ft.lt\lrC') 

but tn the l!t\'.lillc.:d th.:unmt.:.ll •l""unlr'flurt' ~11h 
\\hl..:h Embree (.uJd 'IU~t.*tflll'nllhSo\ . ."U;,S<ltllS) 3p-

pmachc.... tin\ ...ocil!l)' Thtb ~ rc-.ohuwo or tb:' 
da~ruh: may dcpc:nd ftK1rc: t.\0 rc~o."C~i1mg wh;ll 

th~'M.' unM.ueJ a ...... ucnplnm-, ilrc ~md on thct"rl!uc-al 
dt .. l'll:-'it'n 1han on emJ>trlcal •me~ll~;auun ond 
dcm~11hll':lll<~ll I I' this 15 Lbe case:. the lt!,u1ul1un 
of the J I\ I')UIC may reveal rnun; ab<'\lt the ~ltl i L' of 
''w:r:il '~a<ncc theory 1U geuer:1l 1huu ilbuut th~ 
~p~~a:al dmr.act~.:nstics of loo;;c :o.tnu:turc m 1hc 

p..·~ul1t1r fc.:.uur~ .... nfTh;ai sodcry 1n parucuh1r 

U:- "I<J.Ilnp the problem~ he cli4.1, Embr~o.'(' m~ .. \c:ll 

lhc n:-.tl probk.--m \\ h1~h \'-.b lt~lt."t.l m t:On\cn• 
lhJn.a1 ,'IC,;,,&t >o{nu;tur.tlthrory, 

,\mOTlf.! th~ lh~dn:llcal intluencc~ ilt;ll ;.trl! 

l'\'tLlcnl in lhi~<; pn,pcr. and whit:h \\..:rc tn con
u·ihulc tv :\umc tl f Kirsch's late!' w11lm~s. urc 
A"nlm \ Stru< lfii'L' o) .\'cwntfjit• Rc1 t ,Jutmn' . • lnd 
Leach'~ Pollllcttl Sl'.llt!mso/ Hlghluml Hurmo. 1 

In h1s contnhtnton to the 'loose- slructur.:" de~ 
bate. Ktn.ch drC\\ un the~ work.~ 10 Jddn.:""' the 
complioal<'<l rdauonsh11"' among anthropologl
callh<'<"). mclhO<I, and descripuon. and "'"" ecn 
1heS\! .lnd the ~ocinl rea1ith.:!) bdng tJc,~.:nh\!d, 
Much of whm Ktrsch was arg11ing ''t!illll\t ,on· 
~cn1cd dl1+tly .. L's coniineLI by t:xpcctattnn' ab0111 
•pl~asnnt ~<)l.:icty' and 4 nill ionaJ cultur~:: 11c ~Hil· 
dude!) lt i" JrtJclc h) staling th:.ll ~ wlt..:n.::ts. 
Emhrcc'!-1 iclcnliilCatlOn of loo:;;c ..;tnJcturc Ill 

l'h:ulantl h~1d been mken as a !'<llulHm w an 
analyucal pu.nlt:. nr cont\."Sicd ~b ~ud1. tl wa." 
more fnutful to \ tl'\\ hi~ tdentification oh po~
mg Jn ana1)1h:al problem. Ku'!'ch di,\!nt.m~l"""" 
th~ pwblcm oy ,hn" ing how Lmbrcc '' antclc 
""UJ;JJC't' ,I (uCU'\ on lhL· . relative integ_l Jll~ltl uf tJ 
l.'ulturc. • \\·h tch :tddJ'I!S:-.~o.·~; 

h~'w t h~.· ·p.:r\flU • ~l:-. :..~n actor b llrii..:Ulat~d \\ uh 
111 ... ,u,·tcl~. I hb mv1lhi!:- mtlll.! thanlhc \Utdy nf 

tll\)II\.Jthm.&l 'Y""II:ml, C.."(tcndtn,g 10 h11\\ io:ullural 
ckf'lll:nb ..t'l'\ c h'dc!'finco aad sh:lpc tx.th mdt\ k.lu.sl 
achttn Jnd ")()('Itt~ 'In1: stud~ ,,f lhc n:llii\C' 

lllh:~:roalmn •f '' culture l."a.Jl onh J)t: .u:h1c\ al 
alief a rc\ astnn .;anti mtegr.mon h.b OC\:Un~.!t.l m 
'i<.KI;l) XICIICC throl') tt~Jf In lhi\ OC\\ lhl'C'I)'. 

1h~ tau,al)·lt-.: JimL·nsions of culruJJII;)''tem~. 'OCial 
S}""tt.: IU~. !IIIII p'iychological :iYblt.:lll:o. \\I ll h1.' 

dbtinpui~h-.:t!. uud 1hc.: th ... ·{'l)' w1ll be ' '''ltl\!CfiiCd 

wllh lum lhcsc Jtmcn..\lOfh 'wlcrrcncmuc' 
Wltht,U1 lllltl..mg tiJ'f'WTI 3.SSU1Up11\HI\ ,lhiiUt IIU.: 

pnnu~~ N .tultmomy ,lf an:- one ,,.. ch~~e 
~mh:n .. icli'P •• 



In these C'aJ'Iy analyses. Kar.c:h u .. .;J material 
on 1hc J eg1 on to dhcuss thcor<.: IIC:..tl ::tnd 
Jncthodological tssm:~ ~• I ' mm\.: ~cncml telc
\'ancc. He formuh:ll!!d th~.·sc Sllltli c' withi n a 
tm.111d~1 ana lysis tha t :lssnntcd :,ocbl ltft.: in 
matn l:md Southeast A sw pn ... ,~~.,c<.l both a 
ccrwi n <t\hapc and a pJrtu:ul;.tr 1.!\'0(Uiiona.f) 

daf\:cllun tn -tncial fomlauuu-.. I he ... rudit:~ had 
th~ir ro01~ m hi ... gr.tduah:- 1rc111ung .ll the 
ll~panment oi Socoal Rclauons a1 II an ard 
Unow""Y on ohe 1'160>. ln/'<'<1'""1!. mod Soda/ 
U<nllali<JII. publ ished 111 i'!7J hut dmhcd in 
I t.>h4. K arsch suJt~ th:n ''rd1gton ,., the rl'posttory 
ul cuhum! v:_t 1ues ~nd cum:cplum' \\'hich provide 
the <·ogmtk c and affCct ivc frunu:work within 
wh1ch SLh:ial w.:twn take~ place." :"~ IlL· t itc'i 
I :olc<>ll Parsons. Robert lklluh, and Cliiford 

C...ccrl.J' no; hi-. main mllu\!tl~cs m this regard. 
Th-: cmph.<.s.~l~ un religion is an an:1l~ tu.:nl and 
n'k:lhr~tlologic-al ~hoicc. \\htch opcf'k.'<i up ccnam 
Jnal> tic:~ I po::.::.ibilt1tt.:~. K•Nh tlrC\\ on 1hb 

P'-'rspc..:u\'c 10 offe-r an e\oluhun•lry symhesLs 
<'f nl<\l ll l3nd So ulhcas1 Asian SOCHtl funna11ons. 
I los chall~ngc tha! lh~ Wllhrop<>ln!):y or Southeast 
AsiJ he: his torical and co mpara ll\'c ~merged from 
wh<H was essentially convcnuon~t l \ 1 ll~gc·hascd 
fielcl"or~. 

I· il!ld rht>arch and ann I) ti(ul direction' 

K ir...:h h.od planned tu cunduct reseaoch for 
his dl ...... .:n:uion nruong tt gn-;ur nf highlander":> 
111 llmiland. He \\TOle ::t pw~pt.:clu~ outhmng a 
:-oct of rc~earth quc.stwn~ ami:'\ lnrgcr l'ramc:,vork 
l ur ann ly7mg 1hem.; 11 l l1s iniuul plnn was to do 
n.:~c,lrch anwog_ r isu. \ \-hU :.H 1 11~,.: (lntC had O(ll 

h~cn ' tudocd by \\ 'c, tcm anohrClpolojto>ts. Whole 
K~r,ch had plan> for thi' stud) . he "as 
Jo..:ouragcd !Tom it b.."<:au>e he h.nl hc>rd 1hat 

l1sU\\~rctoolicrcc. Hewa~ad\t~'dtochOO'IioC 

a more :tmeoabll'· popuJauon IClr ht' di~~---nauon 
ficldwo1rl.. and thu' he ,JoJ rc,earch wuh Phu 
lha i 111 the lc'nvlands or northca~tcm Th:uland 
frnm 1962 to 1964.:· 

In I %9, Kil'sch "role a pupcr hn<cd on his 
fh; lc.hvorJ.. in lhis conumullt)'. Nong Sung.l.l II 
\\':lt; t \\' KL' ~l~ tcd tOr publs~.·atwn in ~dncd 
cnllccuons oi' css~y' on " lluo:c lofc 111 Thailand. 
hut ncllhcr work came to fnutcon . Thi\\ pa~r. 
whr¢h dr.l\\S clo~ely on K1Nda'.., dl"tst:rtaltc:m.:" 
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end.s b)" staung thm "If nothmg \!b~. Nong Sung 
illusu at"s Ills difficult to und.:f'l>tand any' illag~.· 
in \J(lnhc.t\1 I hnihtm.J today without tnking. ittto 
accuunt the:: lnrg~1· society in \Vhid t it '' ~Joccd 
And in1v \\'hic:h it i;; mnving " " Nong Sung" 
contuU1\ "'aluabli: msights regarding. social life 
m 3 rutht;\t marginul community on the 1.!\'C of 
natioual imcgnHion. J\ t dae ~aulc llmc it pnw1clc~ 

a tw"h.'l(l~al thmcnsmn to a Phu lhm :;cUicmcnt 
In the oonhc~ht. .·h 10 hiS dis$ertauon. Klr..ch 
wa,cClnccmcd \\ uh changl's m local hfc 1h:u he 
charJctcntcd :t' 1hc Thai-tzauon of ~u..:ml lifi: 
;md the Uudtlh.1~itat11m o r rdigious Jif.:. 

n 1c paper dc~t;tib~:; vtl lttgl.! Jhchh0<1d nnd 
"-ll cJUI rclati(•nco.. und some of the-way~ iu \\'hi..:h 
UudLihisrn. cd~1catinn. nnd trade \ \ 1.!1'1! dmwing 
villag..:r' i11tt1 :1 l.trg(·r a nU predominantly na1 illl\;:\1 
wurlo.L The ht'wrical bncl.ground in th" paper 
dr::m s on l ~rll; Seitlenfaden ·~ t.'lhnugrurhac 
accmntl of'"" Phu Th3F as w~ll as the cJrl) 
h~>tor) ofPhu Thao eucla' c'S wnhm the onbut.11) 
Ir.1mcwort.. ot Si:un before nationaluncgr.mon. 
11H:"> 111:-.lun< . .'JJI fr.umng of 1he l•hu I haa '" then 
followed L'Y a dcsmpllon of tho \'ill.lJ!O lidd' u" 
in I % 3. 1\'hnt onio i:olly appears to be "'' more 
than '"' th:Ctukd ~:xcrci ..;.:- in ethnographjc minutinc 
rcgard itli;. IIUU!-.cho ld tOnn:uion. ~i11ship, nm.l 
tnhcritance y1clds. tnt..:n .. ";.;ting anstg hh ~(Ul 
ccrnmg c,,mj"'lc-\ panerlb LO ~octal hfc 1hut h:wc 
1cnuou~ n:IJlwn' to wh:u old\!r \ 1lla~c~ and 
Seidonfatkn Jc...:ribc lor the prcc~on[! p.'rood 
KtN.:h's ;Jhiltl} 10 aC'counl for change''" local 
~uL~ lal rclauon'ii draws on h1s groumhns an 
e1hnogr:.ph) OJ~ much a.'\ on Jus ability lO ..:otmcct 
local '0C HI1 dyn:Hmt:-. 10 larger fie ld~; Of :1CI10n 
such d.S rcli,g.ion. l!t.~onomy. unLI pohlu:-:. Hi~ 
discus~h>ll ut' rd ig1nn dc..,crihc'i the i nLi ij:<.:nou~ 
Phu Thai r~li~iou., sy!)tcrn and hH\\ 11" role 10 
coon .. hn~1t1nt: p:miculnr kirtt.is uf~ut.:HJI rclauon" 
"Js undcnnrncd a< Phu Thao popul.lll<'"' 
cng~1gcd walh Uutldhtsl frJmcwork' lh31 
Jll'r'J~tcnll~ oncntc..J people bcynnd their 
\ill.sgL·~. 

Rathel th.m pt.•sHmg the village agi'mlSI the 
~la ic, a' 1f 1hc IWO abstractwns had a concrcltJ 
rc.;.1hty ami Cflltld be isolated m a strrught i~Jrward 

nHuuu.:r. K1rsch dcscnbc:s ::t world when: the 
local and th¢ l rl!u~lucal n.rc connected i11 \'llrious 
ways. One ',ltuablc tnsight ~~ the n~\twn chnt 
'power ""' nt> l<>nJ;<r local. \\ ould-bc lcJdc" 
could onl~ cocnp.:h: tOr local r(!.(jpect lhrouy.h 
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cxlr.l·local source~ of power. This •rausloc.al 
\iuncn ... ion to village hfc UuJ not. however. 
h\)111U)!e111Lt! all dimensionS Of (ocul >OC!alli fc 
Ku~ch points out, Cor instuncc. thm the mon: 
:lJ:H:P'I::.:-i i\'C demeanor whu.•.h n·wdo trnders 
:otUCC('SSful beyond lhc \ t ll:~gc tr'npcdcd them 
frorn gaining: local r~~pcct. Tension~ urosc 
between 1he 'illage headman nnd the school 
hcatlnu.~tcr over rhe ability hJ mob1liJc villagel"t' 
anenuon:. und labor. "hich the'. m pan. did 
lhrt>U)!h the rhetonc ul" dnclopment ,\I though 
l\ung Sung emerge-d a~ a ~oc1al cnmy thrPugh 
~uch mubtlinuon. on 196.1 th~> kind of 
mol>ihtmion ,., a.o.; bl;mg achic\ ed only m n.:tauon 
Ill the village's tt mpl..: and -;c hoo l, s ites 
1\~t~damcntally imcrlwiu..:d walh u nution:ll wodd 
and transtocal t'rnmcworks of moth'ation and 
n\Ohd1ry. 

A few momhs al\er rctummg to llal"\-:~rd 

lil>nttht> ticld,mrk.Kirsch dralicd a dJ<...,n:ntion 
~)uti ine in '' hn:h he plannl!d co l'). plurc: 
t.:t>rhi,tencie .... atld contrd~b among thre-e rehg10us 
l)p<-= the ·animism· of upland pconle,. the 
·~nns~ritic· rcligmosofK hml.!r. Cham. ami o1hcr 
oady stales. Hnd the Theml'11d~ Buddh ism of 
lln11 .,tates and their Utu·n•c>c. Mon. Lno. and 
K lnll~r n..:1ghbors. His aim \\tl" tn l'hcus on lhc 

implicauons- of n.:hgum and ''orl<h icw for 
ocologteal adaptauon. ~insh1p, polirical p<l"'cr. 
role d1tli:rcnriatioo nnd allu~al1on. degree of 
.. r:uaonaluauon:· and -f:\Oiutiumlf)' .• tlc:n·lop-
mcnt!t The members of Kir ... ch's ad\I~Of) 
commntce dis~ourag~..xt lum ll"nm thh ;-tmhitious 
work, H..: complied ' ' ich thc1r n:~.:ummcnd:uion 
that he: ~igmlican1l y n:trrO\\ the ~~op..:r of his 
thesis. In all likol ihood. the anlhropologic"l 
world was not prepar.:J for the ktnd o f 
rli\SCrta llon lhat Km~ch had \\':lilted to writ<:. Be 
th~t! ;ls it may. l111s un~alyucal framework 
con~:c:mmg mainland Soulhca'l A"i:t was 10 
occup) h1m for a good part of hb <arccr. nnd 
,cn·es ~s the hnk between hi' publi,hcd and 
unpuhli,hcd "orb. All of Ktr,ch'< ~ubsequcnl 

writing:. on Somheast AstJ t:ompn'\c pans of 
1 h i~ 196-1 llH:sis nutlint.:. Th~ 1-iOCI~t l uni\'L·rsc 
lh;u he comprchcnlkclllunng hb, ume tn t\ong 
Sung \\~:o no1 simply that 01' u valbgc and its 
cucompa:tsing nntion-SWI ~. but u range of 
documcntl.!d so<.:1al t(trmauon~ an mttml::md 
SoutheJ$1 Asta.'' nu. anal)liCUI undcrstandtll!! 
of the n:g10n and its compdocnh drew on 

Ktr-.ch · "'i 1h~rcttC3IU1chnauon.' ilnd cnmnbt.ues 
to the 4UC>Iion< he a.<ked of the ctlul\lgrJph•c 
and histoncal mJtl·nal. 

Upland dyn11mics ond n r'Cgioualtrujcctory 

In hi s 196~ thcsi< prospectus . J.: 1r,ch 
ubscn·cd th:u <ttutli~ .. ofhiglLiam.l gruup' which 
\\en.: focu.,,c:d em kin~hip and marrtJ~c ')'~tcm~rr. 
tended to pn:ttlu~ r:sthcr ~ra1ic mo<h:b •• \\ lu:n:a!'l 
rc>Carch h) Leach and othcl' had >hO\\ n 3 

m;sr~\!d c.lcf!rec 01 d~ nam1sm m these upland 
SOCh!llc!<o, "- ir,ch ~uggcs•ed 1h::n becau~c of 1he 
many sunll:mttcs umong upland gr\)ups, the-y 
wuld bt prt~fi lab l) ana lyzed '" a di, 1inc1 
•cuhur~l l type' ··by examining lhc dttnmu.l ... ~~ r 

the agru.:ulturul sy.;tcm and the strUCU..lrC: ur 
rcligim1' tl1f.>ti\'MiOlL ... ~. Thh, pro,.pcct\1' i-. an 
tmponnnt prccur-;:or IU Fetnlmg uml s,dol 
Q,tillmum, tn it' comparative t\x:u~ .anJ u, 
cmphasi~ on loc:ating ~ocial dyua•nu.: ... an 
worldnc\\ ;1nd rc-hgJou:t mot!' auon, a' \\ell t\S 

m the Jlh:n11nn he '' :~med to pay to dctcnnmmg 
whac \\ere the units of ac11011 an~ 'OC I:.t l 
rccogniuon. Stu.: h as indJvJduul s. cnu p l~s. 
huusehuld<. and ktn-groups . Kir.c h once 
remarked ( pcr~ona I comtuuntcJtwn I 1ha 1 
Fca.Hing wu, ··:.~ .;cntimcntal faq1ritc" bcC:lU\t: 

of it hciiiJI ~" onchor (for" hat he thou!.!hl of! ns 
a 'tr•jc.tury· from upland, to an<tcntKhmcr ''' 
·mod(m· that:· 

F~···'''"'J: and So(.'ial O.f:cillcJnmt dre\\ on dt( 

in~ight:. nf l.c:tch'!) aualy!'li~ concerning "-tXtal 
dyn.unk:. w highland ~oc 1e1 ics. ~ 1\.ir:.ch"s 
conccm w~l !<o 10 ' uggcst how :.1 focus on rdtglon 
and world\' icw helped n.:framc <.)ur undCI'· 
standnt~:s nf -;ocia1 dynanuc:, :.unung [he 
so-cnlkd lull·tribcs. Leach's focus h,td been on 
pohucal e\plnnattons. argum,g that u dc~1r~ lo 

gam (lO'\ .:r wa-t f\llldmnemal co umk:rst.;\r'Khng 
the 11!pcJtcd ,btl\.;, in rhe pohtical or~am1~tion 
of the Kachm lull> In addninn h> 'hililllJIIhc 
cxpl;mator} l<lllic from tho poltucal h' lht 

n;:hgtOU!<o, • and noung hO\\ anol.hcr uhc.:matJ\ I! 
is pr~sent tn St!!\'t:nson • s ccoomruc t:tllph;t\1!\ 111 

hi!' 3CCti UIU <.•f lhl' Chi n,J Kirsch expanded the 
ethnographic ~rounds for th..: unuly:ow; by 
mc lud1ng rn ut~ri nls on addtiiOJHII M>Cta l 
tOrmnttOn' frotn th.: upland~ofRunna nnd L .. ,os. 

on~ li..:;uurc of Fct1s1ing ami ~·tdul (),,.,u,. 
1icm that make .. it n compdling \\urk ,,; 

,/mmwJ t~/llh• Srnm Son .. :n· XQ I & 2 l:lOO I) 



cou1pan:Hivc analy~i~ he!<. in Lhc realm lhm ha~ 
becoml.! known_ as pmclitc t.h~t.Wy. 1 : Kirsch '~ 

annlysis is g rounded in an imnginacive 
exanimauun or upland peoples' conce111 with 
tC:-~s ting and thctr ancmpts w manoeuvre soul
stu IT facts which many ct1Ulographics d!!scl'ibc. 
Riluals and feasting an.: convention~lly porrr:1 ye~..i 
as ptrtauung w the Lr.:uJitioual cultures or"trihul'' 
groups. J tl Kirsch· s ana ly$iS. th~i!:SI.' practkcs 
in>.:tc3J become oppotnmities for negotiafing and 
conlt'Sling :;udal :.ur.mgemcms and rnnJ.. . 1-tc 
alsuqucstton~ the e-thnOb'TMphic SUtlu~ {\VhcLh\!r 
lhey ''re 'rci'ti ' or non of 1he itutuntcrablc. 
supposcdlys~:pnr..Hc, nnd hnunclcd ethnic gn,,)ups. 
It lS m lhi~ pomL m his analysts that he grmmdcd 
his chum 1hm 1he "f:-1cts" of ethnography were 
ch:.mgmg rmd he :lSSCrted th:.ll lhe vm·ious 
accounts uf ·· ' tr i bcs .' ·!'new I s l rue tu res.' 
·societies· and the like .. were the product L11' 

\Ve~acrn pret:onception" by the outsid..: llb

!>tT\cr~.l: One imporwnl a..;pec:l of Kirsch';; 
flpp(oa..:h to the issue.;;. at hand lm·,.>lvc:) u critiqut: 
of l h~ knowl~dg.; prudul.!cd by cunvcntionHI 
~.:thnugr.tphic lieldw()rk. imerpreHHions which 
tend to assume and .rcproduc.c the notion of 
"peoples" as integrated autl stabk· su-.;k:tlcs. ln 
hu:; concJus10ns to FeasliiJg. Klrsch suggested 
that anthropology needed to shed the contines 
or structur.al-func tionahsm cmbc.dckd in the 
conventional ficJdwork IHCthodology.1

-
1 InStead. 

anlhropoJngy o;;hould become more culmroJ and 
nlOI'l' hisLOrkul. ~xpand its tcmpoml and "Patial 
frnmt:works. and r.eoricnt itsd r from assumed 
stability H'\ --r~nges of stmcnmtl \1arinbihty ar\d 
pm~t·ssc~ of chang.:,'';\~ 

Tht.: font~ on worl<.h u:w and r.:hgion ullowcd 
Kirsch to O\'Oid the notion ofk111slup systems as 
t:-.:ntral tn lhc wnrkmgs of "1ribal SOCh!tics.'' 

Rather. 111 !ltis work he approached kinship 
sysrems as only one of many t~nuous ram
ilications. of contests over "soul-stuff' among 
Jtlan)' poss1blc unit.s ol' .:;ocial action , ranging 
from households w vi Uhgcs ~nd ltncag..: group:-;.~:· 

This concern with the analytical sig.n i ficauc~ of 
l..msJup ts ~cntrnl to lhc anicl~ ··Kinsh ip. 
Gencalugkal Cl:um~. ami Sot:ic.t:.ll lntcgr.uion 
in ,\nciel11 Khnt~o.!r Sudety:'\' in wh1ch h~o.! 

tH.Idr~s:-,cs connicting daims :1bom the ki nship 
StJuCtun.: of Khmer ~octc.ty. Ancienl Khmer 
.soc1ety \\';15 1he second Sh!p in Kirsch's vismn 
o r an cvoludon:uy trnjcc-rory for rnainland 
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Solll henst ;.\s i~. From the same scnnry data, 
schoh-trs had variously proposed that royal 
success ion 111 ancicnl Khmer SilClt'ty was 
mm rilineal or pntl'i lineal. Kirsch"s arttcle 
re\'it.·wcd royal genea logies and issues of 
lradianizauon w orfcr anthropological i n~lghts 
on problems of historical ona lysis. in parr 
through an analysi~ uf sodctnl intcgml ion in 
light of Lhc nutit;~n of Lhc king :.t.'i dcvaraja.~ 

Kirsch ·s appmach 10 Jwt:rs..: royal gcm:a~ 
Iogie~. u1 ctlmra~t \\ ith pre\' iou~ .s.:ho la!'~ . \\-aS 

lh:H thc.y dQ n(ll sugges-t either p;.uri lineo l \.lf 
inatrilinc-1:11 kin~hip sys lcms . Rathe r. the
genea logies manifest strategic appropl'iiittons of 
soc1al connect ions lh-:.n have less to do wuh 
thc1r opp~:1rcm pust than their implied pr~scm. 
As such. the g('nC~)IogtC=> t:t.mstruct rclatiunships 
that chon polit ical connect ions. From this 
material Kirsch made -n c.:\se fOr how ancient 
KJuner !)Ocicty was inle.:gratt:U. His approach in 
1hb:: pajlel' re t1ected the eogagement of ao 
anthropologis1 wilh miil1~rs thar ;u d1c ti me W\!re 
prcd"lmin:mLiy Lhc prnvincc of historin ns/'" l·le 
raised quCslions.that cunn:.me.:tl ;m undcrst·anding 
of society, plnced his rcadi ng of 1 he genealogi¢s 
wl thln a l"ramcwork thai ~:ssumed cerl:tin 
commonaliti.:s wHhmlhal society--such as the 
t:1ct 1hm kinsh1p rt."'tkontng \\'aS bilal~ral among 
commoners nnd <! lilcS- ·nnd then inferred 
knowkdgl! about thi!- society from apparc11! 
inconsistencies in Llu.: gcncaJogic!'. Kirsch's 
cmpha~i~ on WDI'hh•ic\\ and motivmious was 
~:t:ntra l to his approach 10 historical so~inl 

fonnation~ Thi:.. umJcr.-.tanding ur th~: region i:-. 
rcleq)f!i not only for bridging lht" disciplinary 
gar s between nnthropology nnd history but 
t.'4uall y f'u r uvcrcommg 5.omc \Vcslcrn b1ases of 
1hesc disc1pl ines, To do th1s. K1rscb aimed his 
arml)'1ical focus on the endogenous histoncity 
of the :-::oci~l worlds of mainland Snutheasl 
Asia.·•') 

Kirsch refttsed to toke nn analytic;~ I shortcut 
Lo ·'society" through .:,tructurnl model~ simililf 
lU what antbropulugisL' tended to imply by " 
"kinsh ip >)'Stem'· ttud the like. Rather hi> 
appn)nch wn:- 10 sec soc inl dynami cs a~ 
outcomes of moti vated :1ction regarding speci lic 
goa ls and L:Ou l'igur:!tlons of va lues. Hb 
undcrstandmg of Southeast Asia as a unn of 
study or an:.1lys 1s assumed llil evoluuonary 
dimi!nsion. Th is non-structurally modeled nnd 
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l!V01UiiOUiH)' :.tppm:Jch i" appM-.:nt in his scnling 
uf upland \0\.:1111 fum1at ion' from the more 
dcmoaatk to 1he mor~ uut,,~r.ui-:. To ::.ann: 
extent am: n:nt Khmer -.c..'lCi~l\ n."flrcs.ented If.\ 

Kin.ch m ICJUb uJ' ~ociet3l trlh!gr.suon. an 
~\'Oiuuonar; mo,·e be)'unJ the dynamtc> ol 
uplond :tO&.:H..'t H.;s • ..j 1 

K ir-.ch wnH~ another paper l>n :'\ndcnt 
KJuncr ~ociety that has nnt h~.!cn publish1..·d ... 
ThtS paper cr;·,tallizcs Ktr.ch ·' pcr-;pecti' < un 
Solllhca-.t A'M :t' a field ol ,tutly. and ~~l\\' 
d~,;.uly his me-thud of r~thinl..1n,g an aspect of 
lhe rc_g1on hy cxaminang Lhc va lu~ orientatiom .. 
that gl"'~ "+tmpL' h> particulm p~Jilcms in $O<:wl 
fiti:. Tht'\ pnper i!-1 concerned'' 1th the hbtorical 
f:Jct tor punk) of the chan&IO!l fotrurn:> ol 
Khmer and That polines u1 ab.>u1 the fo.tneenth 
ccntUT) ··co~rno!ogtc:tJ filCIOI"''' pursued rssucs 
111 ··Kuv~h l j'). Cil'th!3:IOgKal Claims. nu<.l Socic t ll 
lmcgratlon:· :-;harpening th.: an;llysis thro\Jgh u 
contrast \\ llh the societal mh:gration of thto> 
Uuddht<l Thut · Ktrsch qu~'uoned whether lh< 
chaJt,gmg thnunes of puhu~ or pc.."()Jllt.."!<t "ere 
1he sig1111icant i><ue. l11cn he proceeded hl 
resolve lhc thlcmma, nratlen:,t,to ~how that the 
hi>t<llic,tl pl'obl~m is n l u difi'c•·cul kmd hy 
pl acing 1hc onolytica l emphas is ou "lhc 
aniculatton bctw\!cn co~mo> JJnd the soc~;.al 

ordcr:4 J.lj.., oll\:tl} ~LS m th1s paper as ~1mul· 
laneuo>l~ theory. descnpuun. ond a call for 
funhcr JlllUgiOaU\'e uses of o.snthropology to 

better undc i'Stfindmg o f SO(: IU I rc:J iilics in 
Southeast A ~in past anU prco.,cnt. ~' 

TIK: r.arl!r C\amined lhc '<'ICial pt(k.'C~'C' 
implied tn the ">-coiled lndtanintion of 
'Southca .. 1 ,\ .. ta. but abo cn11qu.:d the common 
histonl'iJl cqu:uion of''!!ucu:l~" :md "nauon.-·'" 
n lc cml Hf A ngkor·-; politicdl Pl.l\\l..'f W:l:-. U,:,lHtll y 

umlcr\tOl'Hl ;lS re!.<.uhmg from th~ \:OIIapsc of 1he 
Khmer and the ri"<: of the Thltt Kirsch'> paper 
im.1gin.;JII\ ely mquired inlo the undercurrcn1' 
of ~1al :u\d c.:uhural chan~c .. \\ htch created 
tlus h1Mor1c:ll sh ifl. Hts ccntl'nl conclusiOn wa.; 
1hm wha1 ''t:oJiapsed" \\'3!t a' cr .. ion of socu:tal 
tnlegraiHJII t:cntcr..:d on th~: kutg' .. supcmahtra1 
MatLL~, ant.l wh~tl aru~c.: wa .. :\ form of socl.:tn1 
tnh!,gnauun centcreJ on till" muna;;tic inquutaon' 
of Thera' atJa Ruddhhom. 1\.tr,t:h ·~ unique I~ 
antllropoh.,i;!ICH1 Jpprna~:h 10 thi~ h;~uc rcllcct' ,1 

ful'u~ L•n the ·cli,rine~i\-.: cunliguraunn,:, of valu. .. ·s 
:1nd parti\!ular way~ of Iii\.:' l h~H contribute lo 

1\pcci lie -:m;ial armngc-rncnt~. shapmg bmh thl' 
region in history :md histories ut th~o: n:gwn. 

1\ notber cl{.!mcnt m K trsch ·\ unnty)J:i of pre .. 
modem Southtohl Asra i~ rc,·caltd II\ hi!!! 
"Cosmotog.y and E'ology a!\ Faclor-; in 
lmc.,reting LJrl)• Titai Social Org•tntLllllun.'~' 
In this paper. he read 1hc laws of King Mnogmi 
~ts pro\•iding iniOrmntion un lww "iOcicl y 1ll the 
Chiang .\Ia• ,uiJey .u the end 11f the thint"enlh 
ccnlu~ \'-d' ~ht.~nging a-s ruler~ .u.Jupted 
Buddhism He 'u~l'~h:tl that lh~ l.m ~txl~ ''a~ 
potn of a communtt)' pf ~;h~L'.llUr..c wh1ch also 
inc luded the conlcmpormy IUM:rtpliun of the 
Kmg Rarnkluuuh:'h."ttg ln~cnpliou 11 

j\ 1 1h~ Lime 
\laug rat and Ramkhamhacn~: b01h \\er~ 
es1ablishmg pnltuc,d domatns urt tl"' trmg"" of 
the Khmer pol tty. ~ntl in the cunt~\1 of muluplc 
rmd more Jnc.1ll ~t domam~ of \ til ages and 
\•illngc-cluslc". Ho1h ruk" drew t>n Buddhism 
tn ch(ll't a n..:w :-.ocial order In K1r-.ch'~ rt:adinl.! 
ufth~ I~W"- urK ing (\langr.ti. its Mgniticam:c Jt; 
umh:r~landing '0\:tf'l~l mtl·gmtton lay. in ib 
rendering ofh1er:m:h~ 

In hit- ~'ununauon of the hl\\s ol Kmg 
Mungrui, Ktr!iCh :trgucd again!->1 ,.IC\\ mg tht! !tti:l l~ 
;-.:, havmg a s in ple and t.:ndunng soc ial 
organizauon. l(,uhcr. Mangrat' s It"' code set 
t)Ut princ•pks of rJnk nnd relauonstup~ that m.1~ 
only have been en«u'c tnl·ondtuon ... uf,,arfare4 
A1ong thl· \amc lint"' :lS hb oth\!r raf'eT~ on 
urland peoph:s, .lllO..:ICOI Khmer ~(,)(,.'h.: ty. and the 

"'loose '\~nt..: ll trc" Jcbatc, Kin~t:h \\' it !-- ...:xploring 
f'undamcnla( l (UC'I ilHh U f ~OCICial 10tegrati011. 
·\II three ..&nJiy'c' :uh·anc.ed il cuthhtcnt 'is ion 
ami me1hodolog1~itl framcworl thai nc\l~r ltlOk 
th~ ~tructurc \lf '' ..,ontty for gr:tmerl Rathe-r. 
1\:trsch ,,rr~.:n:tJ a way of appwJchmg 'OClal 
lhrmntiOilS :JS th(,.' product Of (lll11 h.'Ubr goats 
nnd valuc-om:uwuons that motJ'IlniCd indtvidual 
achtC\'CU1cnt und cstablish"d p.atll!mcd ~1.s of 
~oc131 rel:uaonshiJh. His anal\ 11cal li-.tmC\\Ork 
addrt.:sM.-d a \quid that "as conunu:\Jiy m t1ll· 
maki ng, ..1nd i'OCUS'iCd equal!~ nn hoth ItS 
enduring SlJUctur~s ~Uld it"- d) uanuc tensions 
and contrndi" li\-tll,. 

Studies or llmilund 

K1rsch''\ nn:~lyucal cmph:Jo.,1~ on \'3h.H..: 4 

onema1ion wu' ccntrnl 10 "'I he Thtn Ruddhist 
C)ucst for f\lcnt."1 ~ m \Vhich he 31'gucd against a 

Jcmmal of Ill.: Sum: Son. n- 89 I &._ ~ t '!IMJl ) 
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simplistic ~quat ion of 13ucld1Hst beliefs and Thai 
prilctices. His concem in rhis paper \Vas bolh 
mcthtldologit-a·J and empirical. rocus~ing.un how 
.. ritua.J provides the priucipal bridge bctwe~n an 
abstract worldview and e\'erydny life." He is 
interested in the long run oflltai history :.md Lhc 
scl!» t)f wlluc!-! and rellg.wu:.- ~iclion 'hat have 
:;Lruclurt.:d antbJtu.ius a.nd activilies in specific 
ways. 1\t the end of his raper, hr himcd at the 
possible T:Jffil lic:JtlOnS u l' <:hangcs ill th~ rt;~lc o f 
monks m Th~u ~octcly. u toptc he C,>,.plorcd more 
fuUy l.!bC''- hcr:::'11 There ~rc rnany wnys to 
i ntcrp ret ch is paper nn the qu~.sl lbr merit One 
m. un clhnog:mphi~ anJ methodological rejoinder 
lO "Luus<: Stntclurc." In c:ontrnsl lO " LLlfJSC 

Su1tCiurc." whcr~ lhc f'lrC$Cnla tion large ly 
com:cm~:J ~·malylic~l m.iscunt·t-ptiomL ... 1 ht:· l'h:u 
Uuddhist Qu<!>t for iVkrit," focussed >olcl) u11 
ideas and pmc1ices th\11 CI)'Sir\llize particular 
oriem:uinns and dyn:1mics thai art problcmr1Uc 
from .scv..:r~d alt.;rmttt v~.· apph)~u.:hes. f rom dlc 
perspet·uve thatl>c ad\'anced. he could describe 
<l complex st....,.cial situnuon without ha\,ing 10 

assume that Th~u ~ock.ly hu~ u panicular 
>tructure. nte paper can also be juXl<lposed with 
Feasting. "Cosmolog.ic:tl Factors," and "L\.>-smoa 
IOk'Y unci Ecology' ' us un cxplur.Hion ufways in 
which rchgion contams the values th::lt nwtival<: 
n~tion. and of the kinds or soc inl ti elds. 
dynamics, :mrl Cfln 11 icls !hal l'n1l'fgL~ frnm thCSL: 
spcd lic v•Jiuc oric.nlatJlHb. 

Ktr:)ch repeatedly ques1 ioned siml) li stic 
eqt~<Hions of rclig.ion and soc-iety. H i~ cxnmi· 
nalion m '"'"Cosmology and Ecolo~ry·· of the:- roll! 
of 8uddhisni ;.1s a wol'ldvicw and an instinltion 
cemral 10 socia l integration and change r-:tlccts 
analytical concern~ Lhal ht: cxpJored d ftcn 
elsewhere. His interest in 1 hi$ 10pic ranged from 
hi~wricnl 1nill tc r..; lO na1ion -hui lding :md 
reHgious f~:m1..:n t in ~onlt:mporury Ba.ngkol... 
··cosmlllugy and l.:l:ulogy" lairly represems his 
uwre g¢ncral >tnnlytical empha.!'is o n religion 
for tmderstancling :soc tal dynurnics. but thl' i~su. .. ·s 
he exannnc<.lm Llus pl.lpCI' are equnlly p;:-ninem 
to ins. focus 111 his d1sserwtion research.""" Among 
l'hu Tha1, Ruddh1sm played an unportant part 
in their inh.:grauon mlO nalional society in this 
c:cJHury. and lhis is f'pparcnt in ihe rap~r on 
:"'-Jong Sung. The relations hl~twc..:n rcligi\m uml 
l'ocia1 life arc nul conveyed in simplist ic 
runclional Lcrm-; in these paper;;, and Kirsch 

asks probing qut.!stluns about th.;:: p[acc of religion 
in rd:ninn to o ther 13ctors. He nttlhcr assum;.:d 

that an wtdtrstruulmg of Duddlusm cnn be based 
on a '\inglc. SQurce, such rt$ ftfl1cial rext.." or the 
r rocl:tmat ions of religious experts. nor tl.icl h..: 
assert th:Jl a so;:~e.:ty ::,ud t :JS ' I hailond can be 
W1<l<·rstoo<l iu tcrms ofl3uddll i>mHiunc Instead 
he assened th:n J re ligion musl be undcr;;tood 
in iL' -social contcxt{s). Not only Lhd hL~ r..:cognizc 
many <.Jur~1."11SIOU~ 10 d1C rt•alily or l)ud<.Jhism in 
11\ailand. but he saw th~re WtlS more to re lig1ous 
l ife m ll1ailand !han Ruddhisrn. 3 topic he 
cxplurcd 111 ;:. pro\'ocali vc symhcsis un rd igiuus 
complexity 

"Complex ity in the Thai Rdigious Sy~tcm: 
:\n lnlcrpn.!tullon''"1 is e.x~.·.mplary m hs anu ly1ical 
claril)'. In this paper. K.irsch distinguished tl11'ee 
l'eligiou~ Orii!ntnl;t)n:; in n ,a.land, J3uddhiSTI1, 
Brahm:mh.m. and animism, and ~:xaminL·d them 
in l<:nns of lhdr couligul'ations of values. Jle 
ckoncd ihcu· si milari 1 ies nnd differences in terms 
of g<lal oncntation~ and worldvtcw, after whtc.h 
cxununcd i.hc prJ:cltttoncrs and pank1p:.mts. l'hcn 
he pos tulated how the three ha,·c rcla1cd 
dift~~rcntly to a ch:mging histo rical conLcxl. and 
!mggc.stcd tht:ir uneven rdcvunct: within a 
changing Thai society. This pnpet in vulvc~ a 
more complex dynnmic hctwcen reli gious 
oricntmjnn and.sodal liiC thanlhos..: nn uplanik rs, 
anci~.:nt Khmcr. ur l'ai uf t.hc thirtccnlh ctntury, 
111 that it ~xam incd lh\! lo.!01t1 imung interplay of 
oltematiYc systems of religious values \Vi thin n 
sin.gl..: sodal formatmn un·r t ime . 

1 his case srudy was an outgi'Owth of the 
analy>ic"l problem that Kirsch onaly7ed m h1s 
disscrlution un Phu Tha1. c~msitl.cring hm' Phu 
1 ha t had gradually reoriented their social li fe 
toward Thai society, and hnw Thai society in 
tum was 1111\!grutmg uutlymg urcas such as tllos~ 
ofth.: Nonhca~t. tJti:, foc-u:. on Thaihmd w:.s w 
some degree ine\ itahle. In ·'Moclerniidng 
Implications or Nim:tL'"L'n1h Ccnlury Rcfomt:. in 
the rl~al Sunghu." K.iJ'>ch dealt \\ 1th an aspect 
of the changes in Buddhism as n nm ionol 
rel igwn, m particu lar uucmpts to cng.ag.c 
Buddht~l monk!> IU lhc "practical" c:onctrns or 
soctety. Reg~\l'dmg the llistorical comext or 
ch ang.c.s daLing to the reign of Rama (V 
(Mongkut). Kirsch Jinishctl th.: pw..:c with u 
rare example of personal conunent~try. nbout 
the plnce of Buddhisl monk<; in Thai .;,ociety: 

.loffn:al o.l d1t! Slam t;odetv ~9. I &. 2 ( 200 I • 
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In n."«nt ye35 t.b...--r~ ha_, l-o.:cn •' JTh)\cm~ru in 
lkutm..l, crx;ourn~~..-d b) a numhl!t nl "e .. temc~ 
amon!! mh~r~. tn mal. c nm.ttll11sm and Jhe 
mPnkhood --mort> rele\anC h• thc: cl;ul) h\C.:i and 
pHihl~:m) urthc That p·C~Jpks aucJ llJlicln Mvril.:$ 
ha\C been CI\Ci.Hit:lgcd 1<-t take on msks o t 

"communuy dc.,~lupmcut"' un,l to scr\.'1.! as 
''rcltgiou.s ..JmbassJ.dor:.;'' to th-: m.tn~lluddhi .. t hill 

~Oft"-"'- P~rhup. .. " fc<wn th:tt ~'-lUid ~ kl.mt.'d 
from \longluf .. rdJ,t;llllh rt:fotnb b Ubt the 

Ruddh1st monJ.. u 11\\l..,l td.:' .ml h• Th~n socict) 
""'-'" he '"~' ~ mr;rc (IJ1hodO\ U)ltn:l ... ttt: l1fc, a 

Ilk '' ht-::h dD~ .. nol mtnJtk ,._"' dccpl) otlht the 

"'' cl)·Jay cares of:<~~CuiJt "~ .. -11.!1)'.11 

"L.:cunomy. Pol ity, and RC'h,gton tn I hutland'' 
conccmcJ cconomk uct i' it h!" m rdrnwn to 
};!l.!ndcr ~md ~thnicit). par1Jcubrly rhc enga~e

mcnt uf Thai womt!o "nd ol -:thnu: {'hmc..-t: in 
the l'ha1 cconom~. and htt\\ 1hc llutldht~l 
\\ orlcl\"h,:V. 1cndetJ to oncnt rha1 men 10\\ ard 
n:hyit'u~and po1i1ic:.tl(lW:;Utb. ·\'\in ('ump!t•l11_\· 

ill tht' 17rai Rdt,!!WJI\ s,'\'lt'lit, thi~ .mJiy!o.i!oo is 
(I Jllll!d hy ~Oillt:\\ hJt litnCIJClllJI il-t Ct.'lnCentS \\ llh 
MU:a:tl integr:uton. a1 the swnc umc as it rields a 
vi~ ion of' soctcl~ ns ihc uulCtlii)C l> l' pc:uplc,s 
lllOCI\'atcJ at:Lio n. lllt' rcla1 ions :1mong world
\ IC\\. goal onemnuon. at: lion. and relative soctnl 
uu-:grutton were lasting aiMl~tu:al pmblcms in 
I\.1Nh'~ \\ntmg.-.. and lht.!rc .,re thematiC a_s, "ell 
:" methodological hnk' amonl! hi, 'ariuus 
pap:r~ regarding )\0\\ he aJJr~·,sctlthc-.c i~sue:;;.. 

"Buddhtsm, Sex Role> . Jlld the rhoJ 
F.cnnomy·· ronsuJcn:d th~ analytk·al b'-llc!S on 
\\'omen·-. role vis-:s-\ i~ pl·tly lr:tdc in rclaufln Lo 
a UuddhisL worldvie\\ :1ml huw 1 he qucsl tOr 
mcm pluy~ uncvt:nly Ln ml.!n :md \\flm~n ··l cxl 

und Cnntcxt: Buddhbt '"' rub·cuhure of 
g~..:ru.kr rL''\" I~Ued" exp~nd!t on the~c cxplnr:nion-.. 
pant('ularl) m relation~ ro chan~c~ 11t Tha1 
"0C1Ct)· chat brought mu~h ~tn:o.ucr mobiliry lO 

the hvc-s: nf women 1h .. 111 bJd the pn:nous comext 
01 p~a,.tnl limning. ··Te\1 <llld C'onh:xf' \V::tS &t 

reply 10 K..:ye!lo, \: "h'' had drnwn on female 
tmagcry in ccnain IJuddltbL text!-. tn challenge 
K i n.d l on the plnce vr WUIIICII iu I hnl ~ocicly. 
Clu!!gt:sling lhat a fo~:us nn II.!Xh wns misguidc<.L 
l\.1r..;ch contended that .. tlt~ M:urch lhr ~uhurnl 
cuhcrcnce should focu~ nul tHl tc.xL,, not on 
a~tiDII~ u~ !IUCh. oor on cn:ryd:l)' di!\.Coursc. but 
nn the lin:-s of thoS<: we aucmru 10 understand. 

be the~ rur•l mothers. 'illage ma•den>, urban 
rro~tll\lte). monl!\. or 1aymea ... , 

Rcll('ctiun' 

Km·;<;h was always mon.: a th~.:ori :; t thnn :m 
clhn11gruphcr, i\1 least ill p;trt, tht< can be 
e\plaim:t.l b) hi-. mdinarion r('l ask. qu~slh>ll' Llf 

wider "-'OPf.! than t:lhnngraph1~' I)J'HCall) 
acc:ommmL11C. flu I \\ hilc- he thd not \\rite 
C'lhnu~r.srhy in che con\"eotiona.l :..~.:n~·. man) ol 
h1> papc"' rc\ col• keen cthnogrnphtc >CO\Ibtluy 
:rnci :t\\ .lfCJH!''' uf lhC' ~OL""JaJ rcallllc~ that 11 can 
l"Oll' cy :md·nr confi.tsc As he nr,guc<.l 111 ht:-. 
paper uu n:ll gwus ~yncrcusm. lhcrc wa~ .t 

partlculitt' h.1gic to l"hail::md'~ rchgiou., C<'lll
plcxlty. Find ing ~ means l0 Lh:'!>Cf1bc "~uch a 
~omplcx 'ltU.ttlon and an analylical .tnglc 
through ,\hi\!h tu untangle it \\.3-.t what '\3fl,lil.-d 
htm a< dn amhropol<>gt!>tofSoulhca<t '"·' ~lc 
\\oc, al\'a~" murc of~ thinker than a \\nh.·r. ~md 
hi~ cone""""' \\ ·'' pnmanly wuh methQd Jnd the 
l!conomy of analy!'lt!->. '.J: 11 would hL~ nut \tf 

~.:harac1cr wuh hh work to imroducc iJO clcmcm 
ur ~d f·llllf'Vrlotnt:.L' tn call .aHe tltion 10 tb \ O)UC 

l'or tho smJy ot' the rcgton, "' he nlwny' 
presented Ius. t m~:rpi'CIUt ions of J.:-,pccl'\ ur the 
rcg1un'!'l suc1al lifl! man understatt!d \HI~ lim• 
tone in KtrS\:h·~ work is ~igmlicanl for 
undcr,tamhnl! hun <IS a pC"~on . .a h .... J.chcr. otntl n 
""hol•r. but hh nl<l<le«~ can be nu'k"dtng "" 
those (I) ing lll Jppn .. "Ciate hi' work 

Rt,lnlt! ilf't m ~rsittJplisicauon \JfK n~h ·' wofl.;. 
I hug.g.~ ... , lhat there are f\\'O dir.:~11ons that arc 
fundamental to it usn whole, On.: i5 hi' anJI)'ltl' :.t1 

and m!.!th~ttJOitl_g lcul cutphasi:,. on wnr1dvicw, 1hc 
uncntHtwn~ thnr mr"orm the lwcs and ~ocwl 
tbrmJ1101lS of Lhc peoples or mmnlanc.l Suuthl!~l\l 
f\:)IJ The othl'r l~ hh concern to r~dm!Ct 
:mlhrup<ll<>gt<al tnqlllry. lltrougll a IOctt' M the 
artu;:ulalll'll ufCO'\ITk"""K and the ~M:ial .. ud~r. hJ\\ .1rt1 
im:tgin.lll\c "'Ynl)"k.'.,J..f t.hat contrihutc hl new ktnds 
ofkm"' kd~e ~boutllle region and tl' ""'"'! hfc in 
way!'~ th.tt dlummate lht.! rehniolb dtuung lhct'J)', 
dc':>t.:.ripl i1.111, ,~nd cllmohrr.tphtc reality, I hat 1S, 1hc 
rcmurus 1hn1 tlttile hi:> work an: a conct:m wuh 
ml'thnd~ 1hc analyucal L*t' icnlalion~ t '( ._mlhm 
polog1~h und other ~cholars, :tnd an ~Ul:l l) ucnl 
que..-.. ro e\3ntut~ the SOCial outcome'\ o l pJnicular 
\aluc~oncm.:uions comparau'"dy ami O\cr um:. 
Ku;.ch '> anthn'P"I"'e~ was n01only .1bou1 n~;unlutd 
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Southeast Asia. he \\'TOte a lso on modom /\ merica 
and on anthropological l..hl"ury. Ht.:: appro.udk·d 
thC$l' sites n·om the same analytical perspective. 
;tnd thus hod olreody wor~ed out some or the 
issue!\ that suhscqw:nt ~.:ritics ol'anthropology were 
calli1ig auenuon tu in thl! l980s., 

Kirsch's finished pa pers ores~ thoroughly 
workcrl lhat it is: d i fliculLto get a scnsl! ofhow he 
arrive-d utltis insighls ami syl'lllu.·SL"~ . l'o giv(· an 
im.lication of the questiuus nnd annlyses beh ind 
his approach. I want '() blielly discuss <1 project 
that he had started but then hao.l to abandon 
bl.!.;.·.ausc of his Jbilmg bc.altb. J'his project was an 
exploration of1he relevance of notions of fun for 
analyses ufll1a1 sm:tcty. The notwn tha11l1ai 
people. a n; oril!ntcd toward fim (.wmuk • is rather 
standard m tuurisl literature. and had cousider
hble curr~ncy wi1hin .anthmpl>logical studies uf 
·'culnm:~ and per~on:.~Jity . "<.1' \Vh~ll K irst.:.h \\'3nlct.l 

tu t.:xplorL· was thl' app:m::rH decline in the impor
talll't: U f fUll, flt'ld. I he W(l)' SCh(li;U:; flC\'Crthe]e:-;s 
localed lim in th~i r Jccount!<. ofl11:1i social JiiC. 
The former. which conct.'ms the ori<:ntations uf 
the pcoph.· b~1ng studied. seemed to indicnte 1h:11 
fun was becoming less \'a1ucd ;ts Thm socialltfc 

was mcrc.aslngiyd.omiBatcd by middle class con
cerns. Till'. latter. cunccrning the analy11cal 
ot·ient::nions of scholnrs, inrlic:ued !hat with a 
few exceptions the IOrcign academics wntmg 
:Jbuut Tha ilflml ··haJ :·l ve1-y llark view of Thni 
pcrsouaJity. so sanuk seerns out ofpl~tce."-'~ 11 i:-; 
pussibk chru the contemporary Th~illh:.va.luution 
oLwmrtkdr~w!<. on so~:lu1 vi:..ions..::.imilar w I hose 
of' the earlier foreign academics. If Kirsch had 
fi1Hshcd his exploration of this issue, he might 
have spelled out sum~: ofLht: class-based JlOtJOOs 
Lhat lnf(mn prcdommam porrrayalsofTh(!J soc14 

~ty. both locally and in ::~cademia~~~ Assummg 
rh:u fun-orientations ha vl" or had a sotJal r~ality. 
this study mtght have revealed some of 1hcir 
pulitics and the rl!levance of -..;w:h politics H>r 
U11dcr-;-1anding S.(H.'ial intcgrtuion. Among. the 
examples gi' en m tht.: acade-mic literature con
c~.:ming fun-orielllmlon are that pe;tsants \vould 
~om!! I imcs ~handnn prnjc~.:t~ !otUdl a~ road c<m
smlcl ion on thl: ground~ dun th\!y \\.'Crc mn fun. 
ln rdrospccL, :,uch examp1es ilre very suggest i n~ 
of other culturally ;1cccptcd lbnn s of cv<.:ry<.kty 
pensant rcs1stam:c t Lt authorny.~" and ~ccm. Ill 
th~l ~:onwxc far-fetched as tndlcati(lns of ana
llunal character. This study would have 

crysta.Jiizctl socia' and ..:ultural aspc..:u. of con
temporal'}' national imegrmion. a1 the same t ime 
~ISH would ha\'c contribuwd 10 a rethinking of 
anthropo logy and tts object ol' study along the 
lines that Kirsch oiTcrcd in several ofhis papers. 

In lh is un linished cxploralion of the place of 
fun, u:-; in many ufhis published papers, Kir~h 
wu.'i concerned 10 rclllink au issue in a ltlill1Uer 

I hat WI.)U1d shHrpen a s~nsc of,hc cmnnglemcn1~ 

of t·heory and e thnography ns it cl,u; tied these 
$arne entanglement~. In Lhc pa~l anthn)pologists 
ami ulhtrs lwd url'ivcd ~1 di rfei'L:IH l:-Ch..:m¢S for 
:1ccouming for fun or for expl:~ining i1 nw:1y. t)u1 
lhc 1ssuc gradually t'adcd as <:~nthmpologkal 
L~onccrns changed. The 1ssuc was of imcrr::s1 to 
Kirsch because it provided a focus through which 
he could explore anthropological lhcoric-s ~nd 
descriptions ugaln:.,t <..:hangc.s in Tkti sOc.Jcty. In 
this sense~ \'atruk would h:we pro" idcll another 
case in ·wh ich an undersumdin!! of lhc-on'. 
cthnogr;phy, and 3 changing s~l<.:ial rcali~y 
i llumjnt-th:d t'.ach uthl'r. 

Giveu ~ne .:>f the lessons from Kirsch 's 
exploral ion of fun. I am tempted lo suggc:-t that 
b1s studi~s Jbplay lht: scmuk 01' antiLrOpOiogy: 
bow a comparattve. region~ I and lusronc~l focus 
can provide a productive ahemmlvc to Simplistic 
analyses. His work o l'fc rs \'arious modds of 
how the concems of a rea smdies can itwigor:nc 
anthropoh.lt,'Y and rel:tted clisciplines.. The terrain 
I hal Kirsc h charted with his a n;.,lyscs. induJmg. 
his t:all for a tonfronttttiOil wiLb the ftm1re. is 
bolh PfO\'OCatlve and challenging. n te corn
plexily Of his 3pprOiJCh and hi!- insistcnC:L' un 
simu1tancou~ly t:xplorlng p..l ll~ms ot' sunuJ lifl' 
and how they ..:an be analyzed~ continues to 

nnsc new qu~slions. at the same ume as it 
expands thL· poss1bJlHics for arl"a studtes to ofiCr 
rl'nceuons on nnd chalknges to dtsciplinary 
nc;Jdcmic pursuits. This fC:uurc of his work is a 
la:sting: contribution to an unalytll'rtl focus on 
Sou1hcas1 Asia as a relcv;un Crnme of teiCrence 
for "rudies of nlCidem Tlmil:md, iL-. marginnl 
population:-;. ~md iL'i historkal pr£:ntrsur:... 

~otcs 

• J nm 10dcbt~d to \ oko I SUJI, Nrcola J'anncnbaum:. 
Richard O'Connor. and lh:: t~lc Ohn:r Wolter~ fL'r 
cncuur:tgt:ll"'t'nl tmd helpful Cl'Hllnlet'tl$ t)n :nl eal'l ier 
form of tins ~s:.ay . 

Jmmwl 11/llt&.: Sium S(>LJ';t~r ~9.1 & 1 C.O(ll) 



I IU 

~\;unplc .. nu;ludc Chark!- UtN.:IUn;.sn. Ch:uiQ F 

1\l-'Y"'~· osnd Karl JIUIII!rer '-"<1"' .~(~Jrth,·a.\1 hum 
Stwbn m llrr Ualan{:e tAun Ath~lr; '\!-~Ucmhon for 

A~tlll Stud iC"S. 191)2J, ond !Jcnt..'lht-"1 Alllkf\(>n. Tl:~ 

Spc.'lll't. 11/ Campun'-.ou· ,\ ·ufU!IUI!fHII. Soutlt ... ·u., t.·l.~w. 

am/ thi• ll"or/d (London: \'c•--.n. l ~)i)t\ ) . 

b lward SniJ. Orkiii(Jfi.,m ( \i~\\ Ytirl: ll,nllhcon 
Boul)t. I tJ7:0: 1. 

1 -\riun \ppadurJ.J. \fr~t-lamh ut Lun:.: t \lm· 

nc.'.lf"'h" tni,·crsil}. of \hnn-.:.,"c.;a Pr~""'· IQW•). pp 
17 ·~ 

• \\end~ \li."t" ... "\.tttcmotl Tlllfcfi."Tl\.:\.' ash.l Cilub;d 

( ·111/\."0~h!p.'·m SmlllrnL\l t"dtt hJ.·mmcr docl Kabr~. 
cd. Sm~aJ)(m:. ISE;\5, 19~>~1. f11' ~!7 J5<J 

<) \\ \\\1hers . 1/morr. C'l,/tmt:, uwf He-gum m 

,\'owhcaq lmw !J(•upe< tm'\ , I I!\ ' "t·~l cd ( h.hacrt. NY. 
t muc:ll lfnl,cr-ny Soulbca..~t 1\'b' Pmgr.ttn. IQ99i. 

( IC~'rt:~ ( "redt:~~ 11:l flldhtnl::t•rl Sr.:t~·\ or Srwtht'IL\'I 

• J \ttl l H\Joolulu. Ebt-\\·~..,, Ccntr.·r rr\."''- I %~l. 
~n:ul.a --ht.lmai. bttt.mgln/ ( "'lf'l h. £,,·hun'-!.:. 

\14/l!"rl<.lf ( "ultur,· •• md c,~{lNIUIII"" In tit.- P<tntlr 

cCambnd~~: J-Jaf,..u-d l'n""'""~ f'rco;.,, t'Nt1. r n 
·\nJrt:\\ \\ Jll..~r, nw l.l):•'rrtltlf tJtt· Go/,h-n H(Ja/ 

fl, )!.Tt/.wrm Tmd~e~ mul Trudc:t\ w IJ11 n,~rd,~rlrmdt U/ 

L.m.\, 1/wrJaml f"lrrna <llld /J1o mu l llonul u hr 
l.' tii \'Cnotity of Hawr11 1 l'rc.:s, 19QC)), 

\\':a lk~r . Li.'P,.tWd r)j the t ioJ./c•u Rum. p. 1 6:! 

' .\ ·num:t':i Kus<:b. '"Anthr~,l~)fdg_l\::•1 Theory :md 
the.: Future ot Area Stll\ftc-.," rcmat~~ made ut .t 

rncclln!! of the £Xpanmcnt tlf ,\..,tan SruJic.:. t-J.~~ 
~mm.tr- (\lfllell t:nilcn.tl) . th:lnh.."f I;,IQ11 

I Ku-.1.-·h. ''Anlhmptt1ot,.•y p ....... r•rc~11t • .Jnt.l futun:-: 

Tuw.ud :tn ·\Ju1lfOJK>lu.gy ,1( \nthn.'r'l'1ot:y;· u\ Cn_\1\ 
ill lmhmptd41~·: l ·u.:h Jtunt Stu·w.~ !It//( I .A 1-iocbd. 
R. t·unJcJ. .mtf <;, Kc1c.;cr. cd~. -..:~\\ Yluk Ciarlaud 
l)uhl11dung. 1 ()~2). PJl• ~J I 1 0~ l lu~ (Xlpcl, \\hH:h 
dr:m.,,1n Kirsch'::.lthmr) l'C:-.t.:ur~hdul'ln!-!, Jt)?J II."J75. 
.u.h .&1\...:t.:.., .111 lmd~:-Niandm!! ol .mtJ•mpnl,•g~ m 1~nns 
''' p:uadtgt1l.:ltiC tr:Hhcwn-!i H~ prc,c1Ued c.trlicr 

\~or.-."1"). of th1s analy:o.b ... 1hc.: lnl\~o.'NI1~ oi \jo.~ 

Ca:uhn..t .md .a1 Pnncnon l:nrHr..,ll~ m 1<)'?~ • .mJ 31 

II.U'\ .. Ud Llll\~ity in 1'>1·1 He l.ht.·rl rwc~'TTtc<l A 

n.::\'i,cJ J\lnn in 1~7tl .u a nMJPr \-'C'f1fcren(t: \>ll thc.
.. wcu ... Oind ..,,ud)' .._,f dmhrapolng)· ,\1 1lus L'Onfc-rt:ncc. 
( ,t:,lf):tC "hh.:k ing. ;111 mflucrHi.tl lu~lllr i ltn of 
:,lltltrt3pulugr. wa • .: en Ileal Hf lhl" +lj"Jllrc•lbihty or 1l1c 
fl\11 i1•n nf par.tdigrnau1.· lr:nhucm., in onthropolog:, 
:-.u~_g~~lmg 1hat ··1h.: mo:..l h~t.' l ) ~andH.I ;r tt: for 

r.lr.tdlgnl:llh. :.t:llu.:; I~ .l lmcl \.\t bh).;OC~.:~J i'q>1ll· 

'"'"'"m ·• {JCOfJ!C !liod:tnt;. ·• \nthn~lo~~ 1n Cns-r:;: 

' ' \·J~\\ fmm Bcawc~'n tht: <i..:n~:rJ.\U.IR') , .. <TtsiJ m 

flllltltJf"f.I/O$.\ • c~.t ... u,lCJxl. (umcr. a.o.J Kct\l..!f, rP-
407~ Jl1. quvu: from f'l ~ lh. Su~qu.:ntly. Stodang. 
has\\ nUt.: I\ em the ht!>lory o(amhrOJ)Oiog~· 1n lcnn) of 
pnf"Jdtgm:Htt.: l r.t~l il tc>nb. with no acknO\\ lc..J~~~nctlt c)l 

Kirbch '!! ... ·all t~l' ln:o\it-!,IU . .:O nml itn:-tlysi'l s~~ Ueort:e 
Sh•d111fi, flh' Erilm,(!l'dplwr ',\ Ma~i,-, rrml Orh -.•1 

E.n-ttl'\ in th~.·lft,tor~· tt{ Anthrupulvs:,y ~ Madi"'''" Tlu.: 
Lm\C~tl~ lit'\\ '"L•lll"'fl rn: ....... I q((~) 

lr\ 1~h. '"l~\dtlptncnt and Mubihl) 1111\Qt\ll th.: 
Phu l1~1 ,,r ,,,nb.:asl ThatJand.'" . ''"m Sur'\,':'' 1\ 17). 

( Qrt,~,l~' .\':'H \1~. 'IUt.~t" frcm P- .'iU 

J 1 l:.ntbrct. ··n,:u1:md:. \ loosdy ~1NI.·tur.:d 
Sm:1.1l S) .,lcm... Jmt.nnm fnthroprl/os.:.•~t ;~. l 

( IV50). PI'· 1'1 1'1' 
.. Ktn-ch. " 1.0<),\\! Stru\~lun:: Theory or D..::-.ct it)llun'.''' 

iu I oo.wl\' Stmt tur ... 'd San'a f Snlt'm\' "/ /Jalhm.t {It 

Com/'Ufllll\'1' r~ ·n'fJI!((j\.,• (•tano;.UtClCr 1·\cr ... c:cl 
r-..c\\ JIJ\'Cit \'ale l m"~'"'ity Sombctt!'!'t ,\ :,iu "ituJtc.'"· 
l()h')l. pp. j'J 4,-() I h~.: h<~>k cUitQ.I h~ E\t:r. l:\lntoun .. 

.a h.:rmn uf Eml'lr«· .. M~tn3l .u'ltdc.- ;:mtl ;1 ..,·rm~.·al 

dJscu-. ... tl\4' h~ -.c\t:n "'hol3r:io in ad.Jutun ht t-:.'"'·:h 
Enc \\ olf. ,,:tc ,,.- th&: 1ah.:r '1.!fcrrncc'. r..:ztr~ In 

the dch.HC' J~U1 " h)\'15>1! 'lru<:ture.'• 1houw.h onl) to 

make ht., pmnl 1hn1 socml organtLa.ll\m 11ccd~ It'~ be 

seen ":t~ the i)UI~,:c Hnt.: ,)flh~ cxpamaon Clr' c..onuno.lhly 

pro-c.lUI.:Ilul\ ." Wolf. humJh' rmd thr f't•OJih 11'11/uJIII 
lltv.lm1 (IJcrkck y: llnwcrss1y ~·r (alifQrtliJ l't·cc;...,, 

19S~). I" 1.21 "' p~srt of hi:-. urgumcnt th;ll cthnl'· 

graph~ rn:~..J .. t._, c\vand it:-.. horizon"' ~yonJ 1h.: 

'\ tlla.c. lht· potm IS w~Jl Llken A-. .ao tndi\"J.U\Jf\ ,,f 
th~ 'u.tc .-( 1hc fidd in the .:lhnugrarh) ,,( thl· J'h:u 

coun~ ..,t..J..: .tt lht.•lfmc. I he point tndtc:Jh::-. lanult.m1~ 

\\lth th e Clhn~f'J()h)' .:mJ lh.: Ct."~JUCnl" of lht" dChJII.!' 
11 h: 11'o1.'h, "Lu1.hC ~tructure .... pp -f I .<b, 
,. 11\um.l" '\ . 1\uhn. 77u• .}wuttur;_ u/ ~<'l<'llft/i(' 

N(!mlli ttfl!l,, (t'lucng\'l ' l lnlu'rslly of C'ht~o:u~o PI'Cl'>~. 

196~ ) uud F.dmunJ R. Lc~ch. Ptdti:('U! \ 'r riC'nH o/ 
lluddwld Hlll'flht ( ( unc.lon: G. lid I ~,.\: Sdn, 1'~<·11 

1' Ku~ch. "Luu .. ~ Structure:." p 5Q 
Ktr..~h. Ft."tU/III.f! tllt41 s~I(."Wi Ou-rll.ttlf'Nl H,(htttutt 

• .mJ .\t'H It'll m ('pl.-mil sm,ri: .. ·fbt btd. hb.ac:a C(ltncll 
l_.m,·cr"tt) s.,uthL"..t. .. l ·hi3 Program. JQ7~t ,, ' 

A TlwtnJ-. 1\U"oo("h, ''Tilt. ....... PTI'"{1Ct,;t\h,"' (~ r~3!-'C"-, 

whJ.tl~:tl, 1m"1 hhly '' nncn ul 14621 

Oil I hi., , .... u~ uf Thui ootion.s ol Ls .. u autl t•lh..:r 
lnJ;hlotnd::.. ~w ~. Pdul Durrcnlx:rgcr, "L ndl:t'i iOIHhnr 

;i Mt:sundcN:mdmp: I haJ·Lt..;u Rd.:ltiQO:S tn ,'!onhl.!m 
I houlnml. lnthmpolo,rt,kal (j:u.Jrtt'rll JX.1 ( 197Sl· 

pp 10(• '"" 
~· 'Xnncollht.;. tmit\1~ h.:\!'> i'kxn quc~lioo~,."i.J _ \"uM.o 

l'suJ•· Ktr-.c:h'!' wtfc. :)ugg~s:b th.u h4.7 ncu:r h»tt 



~c-riously imcndcd to srutly Li:-.u. l)c~au:,c nt thr: tim~ 

she highhmd:, of nonlu:m f'hailand Wch,. tlot :..arC fvr 

rcs~.atch. Jtll\1! tuul l.ud~n H~mks" accoum of their 

work in I he hilL~ of Lhtang Rat Pmvmc~ in lh-: early 

1960s suggests tlun lhcrc were- nullle(ou.o; WrlkuiLtCS 

Ill <.'Ollduc!tng (l'.<:Carc h th~rc. Sec Jonc R. Hanks nnd 
Luctcn ~ ... 1 Ha11ks., Tnh~·,· o/ .\'Cwth Tit(llltmd FrontitH 
(New H<1vcn: Y~tl~ Southc.a:.t A~ta Srudiei., in pre~~) 
lu persuswl cnmmunicuiion with me, Kus.ch said hi!-i 

eventual chl)JCI." uf a " it~ fur hi:-. licldwcrk nros.c om 
of 01 disiaclimtLion towmk \\-tth I he fierce I t ... u. I took 
lhi .. fl•T .1 fm:l nl 11n: ume. and I unl)' ht:m t.l t lti ... 

questtOI!t't! ttftcr Kir-.ch di'-'d. 
' Kirsch. ··Nong Swlg. /\ Changm~ Plm TJ1;1i ((lm-

11\\lnc Center in Northeast ·1 hallat:d .. hmpuhh~ht~d 
pallet I. 

1 h.irsch. Plm Tlw1 Reln:um.'f. <;_wr~.--r<'tinll' . .j Cdsr 

Stu<~\' o/ Tlwi J(,•/H',itJII am/ Sot'tt.'ly. l>hD. ThCSt.s. 
llarv:tr<i Univcrsily. Dcp:tnmt:tll ofSocml RC'Iatltm~. 

:• l:nk S..:!tlcnliult:n, '·Rcgnrdlng the Customs:. 
f'.·lanncrs, !:cononuc~ t111d Lllngu~tt;e' of I he Khit 1 S1') 

and Phulhai Li\'iug' an Amphoc Kuu:hlnurat: t'hungvat 
Knln:sin.Jlm. Mnnlh(.ln Roi Et:' Jownul vi rht-• Swm 

Soder.~· J~. 1l l943): ill'· 14;;.-l S I, ~m.l Scld<."llfadcn, 
Thc Thm Peoples (Bnngkok; The Si:Jn1 Snct1o.'ly, 19S~) 

..\. Thonm.s Kir:,;:h, "f{digion and Society ul 
(\·htlnlaud South-c:it:>l Asw: .A. Study ot 'I hrc-c 
C'omrasnng Rell~ious Tyres:· unpublished thcsJs 
outline. 1\.lay !06-l (ovl.'r .\0 pages. M) copy e11t!s 1.1n 

J). J I hut Hl the bouosn of lhnl p~tgc there is 3 hhnd
wnncn no1c 11\\h..:attug: :m mklil ionnl section I. 
~· Of cours~. his lhcoretic.al li'llJ ilt'\\ ork t<'mtrihlttc:

hl 1idlmng the nmgc of social lb rmauotls JJ\ n "uy 
that m.nt..e~ Lht<IU 6rmly,icnfly mnnngcabk•. und Lhr 
thc-ory \.lllHributc-1 hi lldinul~ thL' ,..,~\IC thai require 
:-tnHiy:-.1 .... In his "The~i.s l·•ro.sp~C!Ul>." K1r:o.ch nvtc:. 

that :\ll atmln;l mu~t c<.u1~1mct a th~OI'\ of the socJC\' 
wilh \\hich h~ il> wmkiug, Arnnng the tndicat1on~ 
d~;tt h~ h~d formula1cd strands <lf much <II lu:. 

subsequent w<1rk :u th1s tilJlC' IS ilta1 in l965 he 

prescmcJ JlapC!$ <lu "OttddhJSI Vahtcs and Tha1 Sex· 
wle;s" ..at the Amcncau Anthrof>01<~ftiCa l A'Si:-.(K't:tlti.m'~ 

~umua! <.;..;.nfcrcm.:<.·. and on -rau..:rns 0f'Srncn:ttl>lll 111 
Th:u Rc.lt.£.t<tu" hl 11 llmit.md Scminnr m Cornell 
Unh·crsity. I do not suggcsr that his wt,rk ,v;, .. more 

M lt:~li ~;omptcu: by 19(14 or J\>65. but r.tthcr thul h~· 

Lhal lllnc lu.: hml .trrivcd nt nn nnd..:r'itandm~ 11f the 
f~.>"1,:ion thou he eXI');Jndcd .ulll c.• lah .. ,rntcd up~m in hb 
bter w<.1rk. 
:• Kin.ch. "ThT:M~ Pwspcctus," p I 1 he notion of 

.. cuhuml rype .. 1s frcun Juhan Stc\qrd. Tlu.•oo• OJ 

lll 

Culwrc Clwns~ (Urh~u1a: C1uih:.r::.hy ~lflllinoit- Press. 
lq,;), 

2'1 L~::tch, r(,lilt<·o! S,~o:'5tem.r. 

-''J Lehman su,gsc~u; 1ha1 K1rJ'ch·'l dep:mun: from 

l..c~1ch's fr;tmcwork. Lhc shm from "power" 10 "l'ilu~l 

eriicacy .. 1s .. uut r.ulll~:11:· F.K. lch1t1an. ··can God be 
Coer-ced? Suu..:turnl Ct)tn::httC''i or \ •1t:ril tmd Blcssint; 
in S<.mtc Southt'ast Asiau Religions;· Ill Jft:rjr uml 

Bll·s.nu.r: m llomloml Somht·usl Asid m CfJitlparuJm.• 

Pcr..prxliFt'. ell. ('un!clio A. Kammerer and Nicola 
f'anncnbaum (''k\v H;_l\\"!l: Yale SnulhCJt:-.1 Al<linStudi<.~ 
~·l nno.gn1ph:::.. l 1)9<il. pp. ~0· 5 1 , note I <J 1)1>. 50 51 I 

llltultlaiu I hal 41 mon; tdhng ctmtr..ISI bctwocn 1-'casrlt:g. 
nnd /Jo/Mca( ~)su•m.\ bcs nl t.heu· Jc-spectl\'t: p~.mrayal 

Clfthc dyn;m1ics of social organiz;luon, "here Feu.\tmg 
and Sonal O~·dl/.lltrm ~,;an be S<..'Cn ll$ a rc}omdcr lO 

Leach's o:trucle, .. ·n,~ S1rm·1ur:'1 lmplk~1tions of 
}.·f~tlrilntcml Cross·Cousin ~·huTt!l£.~ ... 111 Rc:lui•hm~: 

.Jm!Jmpolow·. by E.R. L~·ach (london. A1.hlonc Press. 
1961). PI!· 54-IH4. Fn1m this pc;rspc,ti\'t". Kjr.sd1's 
;um1ysis is about Lhl!" SU\II.' LUI".Ji urtpli~utiun:.- (If an llpcn· 
cndt.:d :-whcmc of ritual pmcticc. J.nd a~ ~udltl highlight., 
lhc ..:mth:.fl li,mr-; a<>p<."Cl~ or uplanders' social life ~ultl 

calls for ttunu<.·ed 1!llut1Jg.r.tphy 
11 H S ti.!VCOSOIL 'J'/Ji..• l:'rouwmt.'\" ofrlw C.mtml Chm 

Tnlws l ll(unblly; Times of Indio Press. 1943 ) . 
!J Sh~rry 13. Ortner. "Th~or} m.t\nthropolo~y smc~ 

the Snaie~.; ... Compamlll'l! Smlfw.\ br Sooh?tl' nntf 

/If\· ton 26. I (I QS·n: pp. 1 :!6 16(!. l)t'l)\ id~:; a goml 

ovet'vic.-w .uuJ :'! s~rong .tryumcnt for uppl~ ing Lhc 

insi~ht£. •.\f Jll':lC'titc theo ry in :mthn,pulu!!) 
11 Fi!asrf,rg. p. 35. l·or s.ululaJ criljque!-> C!l ..:un· 

H'ntlonal t.• tlmo_graph~ \\ hkh propose ultcruo.ttt \'c 
LhCl!l'eti\.'lll lhtm~Wllt'k:,., ..,ec P~tcr I linton, .. D\, tht• 
Kar-en Really t::xlst'!" illii;J;,hlaml.•J:~ (.l_rThmlmu/, ctl 
John McKittnon and W~uw\ Bhruk:onn tKualn 

l umpm: (hfi'ln l l :nt\'crsuy Pn .. -s~. 19~3t pp. 155 
16~; and Annal l.~ulg, lu rlu.·f?tta/m t~f the.· Dumumrl 

Que.'(-"' MarS.:IIICIIily w WI O!tH)/-IJrc.Hm• Na ... ·f! 
(llciu.::cwu; l~nnccwn Um\t:l:'ll~• l~rc.ss. l ~(j)). For 
rcccm dtscuSi.IOll of the d~~cnptivc. and lhcorctical 
unplk:uions of ~uch cntique. SC<.' Culltm.:_ Power. 

J>/m•t.t: /Stp/ortJtifJII.'\ w (1'/t/clJ/ :IIIIIII'EI!Jil/og\ . .cd. 
Akhil Gupta ond Jume.s: Fcrg.u~L'In i Durham. Duke 
UniVI.'r:.>:ily Pr.:ss. 1997). 

•l Sec al~l\ hio; di..,cu..:-;inn m .. Amhropvlo,g~ · !•a."'l.'' 

lo't~ld''-'l'rt.. ;md the ;-.l:t l11~ nf "lh..: field" m umhrvpo· 
logkalthcOI) auJ pGlCLu.·.: ba\ c suh:..cqucnt\y h\.'CI..mlt: 
topiC!'> or o;~rir1u!> ~nd critiC(!) nnnlys.1:: more _gcner;llly; 
see t )lm .. ·n.:rs ( Jh,·er"Yt'd· ~")'•"'Y" "" Oluwgmrln~.· 

Fit!hbuwL ed. (uxu·gc S!<H.:Iong ( \ lndt~on: Unl\'t.:T-

Jvwnal <J/ tit,• Siam Sm:h•t1· SIJ. I & :! ( :!00 I) 



111 Rl!"vtt·ws .-Jrliclc:,\' 

-;ity of Wtscon:-.iu Pre~:-., I 9~3 ): Co!unial S'ituuliatl.\'; 

Essay.~; (}II th~ Cmm."Xrtta/l;ollon of Erlumgraphu• 
Kuowh•dgt•, ~d. Georgt: Slod ing (Mm.hscm; l"mvcr
suy ol' Wisconsm Pt<e:SS. I <)9 1 J; ami AnthmpoJogwul 

Locmions: /)ormd<ll'h'S and Grounds ol a f-'idd Sd
•wn• .. ~d. Akhil G upta ;md Jnmc.:s FcrgtJSQn (13crkcky~ 

Uns\'crsuy ufC'alifunuo. Prc.:~s, 1997}. 
u Ft-•astin~. p. 36. 

'• Ad:tm Kuper, The lm·emlcm of p,·;miriw: Soci,•n· 
Truus;iwmu;jmn u{unllflo·wFJ f~cw York. Rvlilktlg.c. 
19~X) prcwidcs. :t lhorough di~~lL~S iot' of tb~ In:. tory 
;md imporl:mcc or kinship theory in anthropology. 
.md .t ni l iq~tc \"lr hn'\ such 1h..:ork~ informed 
understandings of·•prinum·cs:· Kllper tends to otrer 
a blankcl dJSmissal of cxplorauons of kmslup 
fr.nuc"·orks bccaust.: of the assumptions nbou1 
"'pnmnne :'.l)dtl)'.'' J}) Ch:l~ itl ll)<~.ny km$hip ~t\Jdics, 

td<:as that m him ar.: ficuuous. Kuper's. ilj)JlrO~Jch b; 
irHa.:rc:)ling for the kinJ of ··a-nthropoh)gy of 
uuthrCir•ology-'" thllt K tr~d\ cogagt.:d in, hccan&c 
Kuper':; earher work UlH'iliS3h:d kin~hitl. Set' A datil 
Kuper. '·Prcf\.·rcJi tinl Jo.·larriogc and Puly~amy Amoug 
the T~\~tarpt," in firudr<•s m ,·f.li'icon Sociol ..tllillr'o· 

polos:y. t.'d. M F<n"h.'!. ;lml S Patt.:r:;nn tl.;.mllm1: 
Academic Prc-.s~. 1975). pp. 121 U4 and ll'n·c·., /or 

(':mle: Rruh·w<•alrh muJ Marriage m So/11/,ern ,·1/nca 
(Lnndon: Routl.:dg~ nn<l Kegan J>:ml, 1982) In Ius 
subsequent rcpudtalion ofkul:-oh•p s;tudic::;, Kuper JS 
then ..:ng~1ged less in a somcwhnt OcdJj}al attack on 
the tJ\e(lri&:~ nf.t pn~viuu~ gt:n~ra tion than nn cxon.:b-m 

of somC' uf his uw·n thcOI)'-dcnwll'i, But changes l•r 
thi,;; !'Or1 arc no1 simpl~ o maucr of individual 
rsydmlogy .md riHmls. The world cncount<.'rc-d by 
atHhntt-mlogh.t:, 1h • Iunger nmh.:lwal the ..:~nt.:cml:l oi 
kinshtpthcori::ts. if It e\·er did. KuJ_,et' ;; reacll(ul ~~ t<l 

dismiss the Lhcorics. Another opuon. more amcnnblc 
w the <,:mu.:cms of llr\.'a ;)111£hc::- t111U the pnu;:licc of 
ruuhropolog)•, would he to I'C\%>1 the fthn("'ftJ'llpluc 
rc--Jhucs. Kirsch's Fcastinr. •s one mch rethmkmg of 
prcviUUl) UUlh; rmJ. 

,. KI(S.Ch, "K111slup~ {jcncalt)g_l~.: ;)i Clnims fnu! 

Soci<.·t~tl lnte . .gr3tion in Anc-icm Khmer Sodety.- in 

Suwllnnt -1 rlou I li:itoi1' cmd Histm ioJ.:rapiH Es.\u\:\' 
f:Jn>\'enletlto f).(,'£ fft11/ (C.O. C'<,t\\·an and 0 \V 

Wolters. cd h.haca: COI'I!dl tJt'\ive1·sicy prt'S.)o, 1976), 

rn. 190-10Z. 
u Juc!) l.cdge:rwon.;l , ''Khmer Kin!ihip: The 

rvl:urlhny/1\ laul:trchy \ •lyth:- .Journal t~l .4uthro

pologi...•ttl Res<•at·~·ll 5 1, .3 (I 995 ~: pp. ~47 26 1, 

thSCUSSC::'i :,0!111! vi' the :ramo: thcorit.ing abolll TO)'ill 

descent ::wd the Jllace of kir\~h ip iu more rccl!nl 

fonmHI(m~ tlr {':tmb,)dian ~oCt<~ I organiZiliJClll. For a 

recent overvie·w of the issue and of early Cambodian 
history nnd society mon: generally, s..:c lan MnbbcU 
aud Dav•d Ch:)ndkr. The 1\hm,;rs (Crunbndge: 
UlacJ.:-wciL l995). l'he fund:-.mcnt:Jlsmdy of dew~raja 
is Cl,tudc J~1~qucs ... lh;; 1\amr(l(t'fl Ja1?rtl in Ancic:nc 
C:unhvdm," In lndm J'al/n to M1•kmr~ f)efw: 

£xplormioll in 6jJigruJJin. Noburo K3ras.huna, ed. 

(~·lodr:~s; \lew Em. 19851. pp. 268-~86. For 01ba 
a.l i scu~~i<.11 1 Lln th~ "ubjc~t ... "cc l\it.lhi ~a:uo;riwungSC. 

"De\'.u'aj a l't~h nnd Klmlt't Kin:..hip Ill All~kor;• iu 
E.tplormirmfi In Ewh Suutlu.'CJSI :bicm Hiswn·: 1 iu: 
On~in of Sowhem·t .·hitm Stmecra.J(. Kenneth R 
lln.ll a.ud Jt)hu K \VIutnlore, Nl. (Anu A(bC'Il; Center 

tb r South and Soud1eas1 l\$tan S[ud!e-S, Jl.)7(j 1, pp. 
I 07-1-IS: Hcm1ann Kulkc. 'fill! Ve~arait1 Cult (Ithaca: 
C>.!m\!11 Uni,·~.:r:s ily Sou;h&:~tsl A::-it• Pro~•n.1m. I Q78l 
w,-,1!1!1'~. Ni.,tt;rl'. Cuftrm: am/ R~!tdon, pp. 19- 10, 

and J.G. de Casp:uis .mJ I. W. Mabben. ··Rctigio.n 
rmd P1..1~ularBdicfsofSomhca"'t A sin he fore c. 151)0," 
iri Titt• ('umhrldgc! Ill\ wry of S<!rlllwwu -1 \'llJ, Vui I, 

pL l . Ntthola!l! Tarhng. ed. 1 \lew Y orL C::uubrit.lg..: 
Unl\'crsuy Pn·ss. J99~L pp . . 122 316. 

1 Thl! pitpcr was puhlish!<!d in th~ ft.:l:>lschrift lOr lhc 
lu:-;tonan D.(i.E. IJ;)U, bc:o.t kn<'lwn l<lt' his / h.dm:r r~l 

!:Jmuht•a.xr :Ism {london: MacmiJian, 1955). 
411 The tcnn ""cndog:cnou;-, lustoricll)'" JS from John 

anti J.:tH\ Com:lmll: £tflnogropf11· and the I /r.~·toricul 
/mart.irwtitw {Uouldcr: Wesf\~1~\\~. 199:: ), ll. 24: "a 

Lruly hiswrical Hnlhropology is only possible to the 
c>.h:n! th11t it ih cltp:.hlc \lfilluminalmg lho.:-eud/}gl'iUJll\ 
hi-.;tonctt;v rlt'::ill s:octal wol'lds" (e111pbasis iu t~ng.itial). 

For examples of 11 focus an cndoycnous lusuwi..::ny in 
Soulh..:~tbl A~ia. St.:l.' Rt.·nulO Ro~~ddu, lftmp.ot 

J/endlumth1g /,\'HJ-19i-l · .-1 Sttt,~r m So("kty and 
}Jisro;T (Stant'Ord. SL3nford Um\'et"$1ty Pre~s. I 'JSU); 

hnt.:l Hosktns. Tire Play o,(Time: J\od1 flerspectin.>s 

1111 ('tJ!t•mlars, 1/:.Vm') rmd F.t:<lumg•• t Bcrkdcy; 
Lnivcrslty ofCnl1 lbmia Press. lt)93): at1d Pc?n:c:ptimr ... 

u{tbl.' Pasr i11 Suwht.'as1 As;a. "' · Rdd .tnd D. Marr. 
cd. tSing~•pnn:: l lcincm:tn Edm,:nli(lO Boob., fi.1r lhe 

Asin.n Studl~s Association of Austr:t.lirt, 19741. 
a· J'h..:: dc~:~rc:-.l stat.:ment of 1h1s t:VLilutiontH)' lr.l-

jc~:lory i'> .spelled vut m ;m inlrodu~wry :mlhroJWklgy 
lt':.xlbOt)l. Llllll KiJ.scll \Hl!lt' v.·ith ,l:lnlc-: Pc.h.'I)C~ 

(C'haptt:n. 3 1\.1 5).. J:.une!- l,ca~.:ock anJ A. 111outa:o 

Kirsch, Tht• l/umr.n J)lrerttrm .·llf Et•ol!,;lmuJn' Ap· 

prrmch :o Sana/ ruul Cultural Authmpolngy {N::w 

York: ApJ)Ieton-Lemu~··Cmus. IY70). To a rc::.dcr 
tluny yt.~iH"S later, Lhc tcm1s '"pnmltl\'1.!," ":Jrcbatc ... 
''his1oric ... and '\:t•rly mvdcm" socH.' I) ' IW IY seem 

.iormwl nf lt',,. Si(lm SoC' if!/)' 89, 1 & 2 (2001) 



d3h.~ or c\"("0 objt~lhJJuhlc: Tile:""· tc:nn~ Jr~ inda· 
U\.: (I( lh~ ana1)1ical climJ.tc <•f 1h~ I cJMh. "h!!n the: 

boo~ ''a" \\nllcn, ,md lhc;· dri.l\\ dtrc-clly on ltobeon 
lkllnh'o; amclc. ~·Re-hgu,u-. f.ntluuun" (..lmc·nt~au 

Soc·tolo~u·<,l Rc>\'iew :!9 <I iJ64 t· JlJ>. 1~1( 174, rt:,, 
wr'r,_ .. '' ' runhrnpOI~Jgy 51:.md t"'~U I~tde the time ol their 
'' nunj;!,. In COlli~M (}fa date(! tcnmnoluJ:,y il IS \\'Onh 
nount: that Tlu: Humcm Dir-.•c.ltmt \\'lh \\Cit !th~acl of 

mu-~.:h mtnklu..;tory 3nc.l ocher J.Othr,'fi'OIOJ;\ OJ lh1~ 
p...'1'10oJ m placmg ~'P"I:-. uf \:ttnt,·m~:tr.try _-\mcncosn 
Jo4.XIC:I~ ak..,g>iik till! m..rtctuJ t•n "'lt'~\\e ... tcm ""'...0· 
1.11c:' .100 ~uhun: ... '1 h(.'S\; tCffil\ ale: u~lullttlhc i.kgrer 

thJt th~ ..1llnw fhr the: n:..:ogntth_-m ul dtOCr,:lll fomh 

uf \Ol'ial organilaUL'tl Th..: ''"'' r.: I:(Hilnwn tcnninol· 
\I~)' u:-.cd b; dnthropolCl,gt5.1S tolln>. MJCh o~ "h;md~.

"111h6," "d nt:l(ltJm." and ".stuh:s"nnphcs th:u "'W·ci· 

cc~ .. (.'tl ll be ltl.euli ll~d hy lh..: rulluc:•l ur~muzauon 
th.lt rrc,um3bly holds It tog~tb-:r I he u-:~ t)fO-cll:-th 's 
fr;Jtt"le''-'\fk and ta111. rath(.'r tlun th~o: ultcrrutl\ tS. 1!'1. 

:a.n Jlh!'lllf'U tu refncu_, ldl!.t"' J.huul c\oluuon from 

h."c.:hnult>~lc.d and pohucal ma.ncr' h• t.:t~nili'-'C' and 
,:uhur.tl bctt'~ Then: ts nu c.t.~o.~ JoiHo\\CI hi th.: qu~· 
uun ul IL11mnoluJ;y tQr d1fl\:r~nt ..... ,c,al rr.m~liC'lll.. 

but Wh31C\'Cf ChNC"I! i!oo 1Uade Ita'\\ olrltlll~ imphC31iOOS 

h1r I hi: 'toCOpC' or anthropology. 

.1: Ku-st.:h, "ru:mwlogi(,·ul Fa.:l~.ol"' ln the '<-!tlllnpsc' 
ul dH: Khnler ami lhc ' l~ , .. c· ol lh\.' Thm: ~pccull
uun,,' prcscm..!d ::u -n cou ft!h:ll~t.: ul t-lu.: A'lo~l'CWtion 
h•r A'tl!ln Swd1cs. 19~5-. 

h.n~h pn:-<nh::d thl:) JMpcr 011 3 plncl on culture 
:and r~J!klnlft SO'JtJl\'a.'l t\'Mn p:r-.p:,llh~ which be 

''rJ.:mil~ anJ ch.lircd. on th ... • clC..:.Nun ,,r 0 \\ 
\V,,J!c" • rc:11n·mcn1 lh.'m acuw t-:a,hu1t- ltl\ en tJw. 
l t.lnlC\~'1.11 k • • me d.ti "i!"~ I h i .. p!tp~r fl'! a _.,lah.·nt~.:m l.)f' 
hill :-mthn,poll.)glt"alpcr .. ru.:ctiv\!' h.'~·lfllln~ :1pprval'ht"' 
w th1: region's ln:HN)'. 

•· I he rc~;tunal apprn<tch lh.u () \\' Wnhcr;) opplk.:. 
Ul //i.\((111', ( 'ullw't: ami Rt•gmn4:,dh!\\'' lhi'i pm~l..:rn 

F~1r r<c..:nl cntiqucs- of the hlt.tom:J.I ~.:h:trting nf 
'urr•l,cJI} n::ttmn:tl 1r::tjttlNIIO"· .. -:~ I hon.gchaa 
\\ IRit:hal.:ul. Su.m: Mup,_ ... J - .f llnrory nf- the <i1.'0· 

/lu,-1\ "' c1 \d:ion (llonolulu. l nt\t.'hll~ ,,f lfaw:tii 

rh~''· ]l)t)-l t and Pr.t51."'11_11l Dua.rJ. Rt..-'.\t'llim.: Hi.\IIJn 

/fom tht• Satum. QIN\IrOtiiiJJ.; ,,.,.,,,·,•r o{ \fndcrn 

( ·llirw fChic3yo: Unh c~n~· o l ( ·tuc.\su l,te""'· I•)Q'\1. 
n.: wny histori:-JIU Jr~ ..:urrclll ly \\ t i ling ng:til\'\1 

uutwnul nurr.t~ivc:-. p.tmlh.:l .. 1ht IUHhropnloj!Jcal 

r~.:,ll'lhm a,ea1ns1 the stud}· ur cthn, ... · ~wur' .L, hmmdc:d 

.:nllllc" 

Journal fl/ Smtll:t·a~l 4\W!l \tlllht•f 1~ ~I'>Mt 

rr ~,J ~f\5. 
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.. lll.: m'-4.:rtptl,,n~ttnhut~ to King_ R;unlr..h;tmham& 
h;t .. h«n lhC ~UbJCC1 Of much Lnqult)' lbJitl\\ IllS alit· 
1;4itUll1' llmt If WJ" ~ ninete-enth CCIHUJ)' ror~;tCI')' 
1-1 1~ 1onans. IU1 h l \ hU'IIUl'>, .:.nlhnJp<.IIUJ;I::O.IS und IIR· 
t;u1s1s cn~I\~Cd 1n 1h1s debate. Sote th,• Rilm 
Klwmluwm: C.mJrOt 't'l's\. Jnmcs Cbnmbcrhun. cd. 
<Uam!l..uk: I hi! Sum Suc..: ie1~. 1991 ~. rhc •mly An~ 

thropllltll!''' mduded tn lhis collcctiurt, Rii.!I1JrJ r\ 

OT ''~lll,)r ''"np.1rcd 1~ puliuc~ und p._-.hl~~o: .. vl tlh: 
l..1n~' M . .ngr.11 .m,l Ramf..h01mhJcng O'('nnnor. 

""Sukhothll. Kuk. Rehgum. anti rJrtc: Rl\ .til) .. an 

R.-:m 1\lhunlr&Jt'"f:.· Pf>- :!"'3 30M. ft.'f a ~nh~;d ,h,..;u ... 
, ,,m ''' f\1nJ; ~tmgr;n·, rcl;uicm It' l:Juddht,ln. nnd 
1hc" il)'' 1n whtch the h i-,IOl) of In~ dum;~m h.,, l)c~o·n 
frtllll1,.-.J by 0 IJnn(.lkOk·l'CntC'rcd ( llalhiiiJh r..:r'I\I.:C· 

tw~. liCe lhm.ald I) Rcnord. "Bic,:;smg, and f\nnhcm 
l'hJJ 1 h\tOtul~rnphy;·,n \ll·r:t rmd Blf.'.t\fut/. w Mmtt· 

/om/ SvutiiL'<I.\1 hw Jir C.Hrrpdrt~tth· f\r(pt'( ltl't''l, 

(',,mel'" A K~~mmt:rcr and Nicola I anncnOOufn .. ~tl 
1 'tt'' H.t'-<n: Y.t1<' '\(tllthc;r .. i Asi;, S1udlt..:'lt MunQ• 
~raplb. JO%t. pp 1:\'1 1~0. 

• The l'"'~·r \\a, orij!ln.11t~ pl\.'·semcd Jl .a t:c'11lcrcn,.:c 

uflht.: Amt:nl1m \nlhropologJ.:aJ As.SO('I3tlt.'l1 u\ Jl)(, 7 
:md th~n Cl':IMihictl. An abrit.lgcd \t,:f!ln•n w.: .. , 
pui:lh:-hcd tn I 91 J. 10 John Mc!\Jistcl . cd ,\'tmth<'tt\'t 

·b:w: /he f'ollth .,. 01 /Vammal iuwgrtJI(tm I he 
:1bnJ~c...t \c!r'to!OII 1nmc:11cd Kirscb·s ur~un11.:1H and 
kft out th~J JJ,Ctt ... ~IO:l of mt:th<ld..; 1mcl th-c1•t)'. which 
m rno_m)- \\ :1)')' mated the ~:.Say. In us full lt.:n~th. the 
PJJ"!' lh.!n ruhlhh..:d m Thailand in J m1mcu~raphN 

cull'"-..:uon ,,f <"'-l~' .ulllt.'d a1 ('fl-1\ rding_ mh"itt'C'I:Iri~~ 
:md o1hc:r \\ C\l~mcr!i \\ tth an uuroo~x:Ut'l\ "' That 

cuJtun: auJ '>t,,·i.,;l~·. S..:c Cftu!.\ 11'1 J7JtJt C. ulwn· (l.:dn~d 
by t I!Utrul 1 h.u I .111guag:c c,,mnutlc~·. OM I·. 

B;m)!ko~ K.\nl1l.. Uant~:b.:Jn Prc.;s, 14JX:!.), Jllt 120 

131l. 
I\ l\.,: ... dt ··Mmkrnumg_ lmphc;lt ion~ of 1hc 19"' 

Century 1-tcturrn~ Ill the lh:u S:m~h.t, ·· In ( -wunltu

ltflll\ t(':l"'"' -~tdh."t tot.( l t.Jo"t5l, pp. ~ ~J. rcprtntcd m 

Rd1~1m1 dlfd f.•"'f.:IIIIJMIJt>r. nJ Pmrt.·r m l'h,u/,mcl 
Ll)tn ~11cl H:untl/.l:l . .uti\\dl Sr.ud1..al. ((b;unb~o.1-.hu~· 

,\mma. lll .. it W- )~ 65. :\mon,g l)lh-:r "''uc' thai 
he ruN:t1 m •. ,,\." Tiui Buddhha QUi:'f tOr\ 1c:nf' 3nd 
di'-Cm~cd nH-'r~ 1ully eJ.:;~\\hcrL' wt:rt' v.tntlll" thnwn· 
~iOII "' of rh;H <;\)\'II!IY \\ !uch he i.!.\)>lllJCd in"1·t..:UIHIIII), 

P\+hl) nmlltdll!UIO 1n Thail.md" in ( hfl'tf.!l! 01111 /Jt't· 

H.\11!111 ,. ,·, J'bm Sm tt'l}'. (J Willinnt <;J..irtm.::r nnd \ 
Thont\1> Kahd~ (llhac:t Cornt'll lhU\-t.:hll~ f 'rc .. ,, 

11)- l\ I, pp 11 "- tt)t.; Jnd the WU} ') !!Cndcr \\J_.\ lnlf)h· 

c.ucd 111 'h~'< i:!"'pc~..:h of "'<•crety, lhc 1,1r1\' ttl 

-suddht\m. Si"' ltok:.. ::uu.J Thou h:m'K'"'~ ,- '" 

Jow twf ol tht• Sium SU(id1 1\U I 8.. ~ t :!00 l) 
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Wmm..•n u/ Snutlwmt .•hir:, Penny Vfm F.~Lc.-i b., c-tl 
CDcka!b. Ccnt<.·r !b r Southeast r\ :sian Studic:., Nonh
cm lllin<1is, Univcrsit). 1982). pp 16-11 : and c>f .. T c>.t 
n.ud Ct)ntCXI: 13ut.ldlust St:x Roh.-s'! ( ultun: ~)j' (icndt:r 

Rl.!\'lSJH!d." luu.•rtr.'lm t.'r/mologt.\'1 I I.:? ( 1984): pp. 
223-2-t I These thcmm1c connection~ hmt .at w:ly~ tn 

whtch Kirs~·h ':;. nuhvidual i!r1h.:lc$ rdlcctcd d i$CrCit: 

but imcrconncctcd ch:n\Cnt:' of l~rgc1· nnalyueal 
project-: 

.... Kir:-.c.:h, Plw Tim: 1?1•flgum:<: S)•trrr,•tHm: .t Con.• 

Stud!' <'.1 Thai llcl!ghm u!ul Su ... :u:ty. PhD. Thc:-.is, 
Harvard Univcrsit). l\l67 

·• .!rwrnu! (!/ -Isfan Sru<lies ~f.. 2 (I fi77 J. pp. 2·11 -
266~ 

\I Kirsch. ··.vrodcrmzan.g lmpltc.~uions ... p. r~J 
rharlc~ F. Keyt."S . .. M01hcr or \ 'lis1rcss bul N~vcr 

;:. \·Junk: DuddhiM 'JOII<ms t•ITcmalc Gt:ndcr en R~w...~l 
' rh::uJ:m<.l.'' . IIIH .. 'I'/(.\/IJ J::rlma/lll!L\'1 I I C!): rfl. 223 

24 1 

Kir;.::h, "Tl:xt nnd C\mtcxt," p. 31 i 
'"' .I(U$ I ~ my ulh!rp t~1i!HL'II. Kar.s.;b lhd mll IH~ikL' 

:m:- dcdar<ttions'"of this 5\m. My conc~nl here is to 
.uJdn:s-. the puzzle lh<~ l his writings ;u c not numcrou~. 

.• md llllly u [1<1rt it'ltl vrllu.: nmtcnuJ.. lh.ltlll.' 1.'\plorcd, 
anal:7.cd. and dtou.ght 1hrough. ~·l uch of Kirsch';; 

g~o;nius w~ts nmnifcsl in convcrsauon. lcctures. :~ncl m 
lht: hailwny) ul >.:<lnfcrcm.:cs :omd m;vcr m:u.lc mlv 
wriliup. Ill:; ahtluy to :oymhc.~! ?.e t..he(ll'l!llC~I :wd 

c·lhnogmpbtc ma1cnols cotHnbuted 10 hrs 3bility to 
n.:think ,tspcc!~'•ftlli,: h i~l<m..:.s ofSouthc>~sl A:,iu anti 
l \ r <lillhn•l')'\logy. 
,. On.: ::.trand of this critiql1e was the nolilm thm 

unplic il in tht: unthropolo~ica l cfiort W D:' a 
hi run.:n t itu~ HI lhe wnrltl inh' lhc Wc"l llncl ''lhc 

Rest'', :-.i:c Johanuc~ faluan. Tmw uml tiH· Orlu.·r: 

J-lo;, ·IIHIH'upu/l)gy .\hrka:.t II., Oh/(!t' r <:-.lew York. 
Cnlumhh1 ( !niv .. ·r:dty Press. 19f:J). l\n()lhcr :;irand. 
:t cntic.al c:..annna.1um of ctlun)grapby a ... a runn Ql 
wnt mg. CIYSi3Uizcd m tho:: book fJ 'nm;R Crlfll•"•!.' 
tlr<1 Poetlt mrd rflliliC<: of f.iJwography, J\lOlCS 
C'liflt)H.i nud (ie-mg.: f. M<JrCU.!,t, .:<.1 I ncrkdcy: 

Unm:rslly ofC:titfonw.J Pres-s. 1 9X6l.lnth~tr \' iSI\lll 

nf u ·'ncomodcm .. amhropolo,gy, John and Jean 
C<lm:1mfl "1a1 .. · thai tu ~•vcn:um .. · Wc..,tcm " mth\11· 

uli1..ing ..:t,..,llhliOg) JHhic)g u~ l'Ch:.th:c·· amhi'Op\clog)' 

mu-:;J .. rc-gllrd our own 1 Western) wNid as a problem. 
U prop(;.'r SIIC..' ror i.'thnug:raphic inq\.li£). and . IU 

lll:.tkc ):;(IUJ thi:;. lllh!nltnn, lt<tl clc~· t:lup a £t!ilUIIkl)' 

h istClriCilCd anrhropology " Sec 1hccr J:.'ilum~~nlphl 
muJ llrsmriral lma~mauou. p h. I q1mlc 1hcsc 

remark" a.s au c:-::nHple <.11' cni.)rl!- :-;mulnr I<) tlu,~c ~'f 

K1r-; t:h, in lHdl!r to pl.u:c hi~ \\riLing HI re lation to 

LT ill(! tiL'S orunthropolo~y a:; an Oricmali!ll project 
\to Fm cuhmc and JX.~OTiillhy S lndi ~:.- in nnlhru

[)(llogy. "it! I! Rll~· 11'1\ i~drad~. Tlw DC!n.!lopmenr of 
Cogn;uw.• Jmhropofagy ({ ombridgc: C.ambndgc 
Untvcr5ny Prc~s. 191)!\J, pp. t>-7: and F.C' \\'alhtcc. 
f'ufiiJr,· tmd r(·rmnnh!t', 1~ edith)ll fNt!w Yclrk: 

Rundocn House. J IJ70l. For lhc case of r hailnnd nnd 
J. trcanncnt of \'auu~. SCL' Jlcrbcn Phillips. Thai 
Pf'tJ\'(IIJJ Pcr:•mw!uy I nerkt•h:.:.· Umv~rNily uf 
('ultl(mu.t l' rc ...... lq6S), 1'11 lf1, 59 61 

~~ K1rsc-h. personal corrc'ipondcncc. 14Qfo:. Hi~ 

c '\piOr.tiiCHI of OIJ 1ion~ (lj f\m wa'> iuh:ndcd :t$ 11 
~.:umm~uluJ)' <til Cil'ab;un Fmdhau\, "K .. 111h1:111 Thill 

~·laic Culture and th~ \!'>s<:S$1nt't1t of HI V Rt!\k." 

Cros<r·oads 12. I ! 199$). pp 77- 16•1. Kirsch"s 

pn:linmm~ cx~nn1111tliOII uulu.:alt" l 1ha1 tlu: 1s:,w::-. of 

·'''md \Vould 1)1'0\ ide :tn<Hhcc· p~f:'\pect;\ e 10 Tltal mt:-n's 
soct:.l p:mcms of dnnkm,g and brothel \'I SUS that were 
chc focus of f.ordb:1m ':, ~crticlc I l l.iotm~d uf 1bc 
unlini !-!licll pc·ujc.::l when 1 Wh•tc It) a...;k Ktr:;.ch ..;on\C! 

qu .. -s;ions :abomthe hto:ramrc on S(lmtli. One c~ample 

of the tendency lu C>\Phlin {t\\';1)" ~wmJ. cunu·~ from ;, 
Tl1111 fl\}'l'huh.igh.t. .. AIIthc:,e ::OI)i..':t.tlly n~c .. 'S:,o.!-JI)' tmil'l. 

lndud .. utg .'lwmk hcha' cor . ..• lie c-"seoually 

functioool a:. defense mccbnnis:ms to malmam the 
'\:osmt.:ltc' ~.:vvcr •>f multml n:sp(..'t't :md m.:ccpt~•m.:c 

whcle le:wmg 1he l!f:<l untoucht.>tl." S uul:lfet> K<mun, 

"l'hc World Vic'' Through 111:11 \ 'atuc System:· m 
Tradirimwl and Clum.c/JJP, nwi Wndcl n'""'· Amar:.• 
P<lng_!>O:·tpiclt, t."'l. (Bnng.k<\k: Si;ci:tl l~c.-;c:trch fnstiluk, 
ChuJ::t.longkum Lrnj, c."fMt}. Ji}~5 ). pp. 110 JtJ2. quuH.• 

fmm p. I 85. SunWR".: cites Nicl..: Vluldcr, ~lmcrprc{ing 
Thai Ht:h~t \' i(w Rdh:cli1m" <:m Pn:..,cmaliun ;m,J Ptm--cr.'' 
.ltwmu! rd lJc.•\ ;,olutmu:m . fJmjm.,rratum 17 ( 19771, fOr 

~ht \ tC\\ of JdmrA. :1 • .; <l dcf~o:nsL· mechanism. Her 
suhsequcnl rcsc:·m:h 1hwugh n vah1~ surv,~>· imlicJt.:s 
lh<'ll rtmuug her i l!~jllllldenL'>. th~ 'l·alu!HJ(III ol wmuk 

\Vil$ uwcrsdy related to thc-tr •ncomc. ~unuu·c:: komm. 
P.~·cltolog1· c-;J th<· n :m /',rorle: J't11!res (mrf flelmnrJnol 

Ptri'll.:nL• (Ba!ll,lkuk · N.tli<"Jtlalln..,l ttuh: vf Dc''~Il lp!nl.!n1 

Adnunistr:tll<tn. 199B. ft 193. 

., For pcrs.pccuvc.s on 1h·is is.,uc. sec Be11cdict 
:\U\1\.'N<m. ''Stutlic~ of !hi.! Time Slillt: n .... Sl.ltC \If 

n.u Swdics-," U l flli! Stud\' o/ TlunlumJ: . lmt~~ 'W\' o/ 

A'uowkoJgL'. JJJJ1rl*cu.'ht•\ 1Mrl l 'f'tiSpCL't'i m .tmllr<l· 
P<,lvx_a·. ·I rr I l rsiOI) ·. Ec~)lfomh:s. I !t>PI1' rm<J Pt)/lth·rd 

ScwtH l' , l, !l .A. pl. \!'.J. ( ,\ then$.: Olm> UnJven.ll) 

Ccotcr for lmcmaiional Sn1d!C$. t<J1~) . pp. IYJ ~47: 
\'v~lhnm A Caii;Jhitn. lnMJ!,IIIWJ!, nemorracy · R('(o'(/lf!f{ 

"Thr E t'('ll(\' Of ,\ lay" m Tbml.uul (Smg:.tpurc~ ln~tllUI.e 

Jvunwl o{t!J(r Sh:m Soden· 8<), I & ~ (200 I) 



ufSouthciiSI Asi:~n S1m.liel). 1 99~). ond Ntel$ Mulder. 

11mi llml_t!cts: Th~ Cttittu'l.•o(!hc: l 'ublic H'ur/tiCChirmg 
~tai Silkworm. 1 997) 

1" $1..'c J:tmc~ C. Scnu, Wi!upm.'\ oJ rh .. • H'~<·ak. 

El'L'I'l'tllll ' Fontn o/ P~.•mwtt }(~.•.u\trma:t· (New Hnvcn; 
Y;~tc llmvcrsity Pre ... :.. JI>SS). ''In lht: ~·ill:•gcro:' wdy 

;tf think iRg, nn nc.Linl y j, tcally \\ Prtb tJuing. uul\!s, il 

ha:-. jhJI~nli<1lit;v for run." l*billlps. Tlun PetiJa/11 
Po..>J'{at!alln. p. <•1 I df' nol"'llggc-•a th;u K irs,t:h wc.mld 
h;wc .. l r.L'l~:dalcd'' I h.: ~.:mu.;t>n t \\ 11h 1\m a.-. d1!\gui!'cd 
pollut:-::., In l•g1u ,;f ho• Othl!r work. he- would have 
tn .. ):>l hkcly csn1mncd the Jdcas and pmcuccs m llu;1r 

OWn rip:Jtt 10 tc:rms of :nticu!altOI\' uf \\'(•rlt1VIC\\' :lwi 

.. m:i.tl l«muull<ln. AnHmg the cxatupl~~ dtat reflect 
this style of 1malysi:; ar~ hk: :.~pproach to litl,!!kllls-ncss 
i n p,!UHinp.. ;m<l hb, ITCI'llrm:nl or :-OjHUnling :and the 

quc-.i rnr merit in hi" pnpc-" nn Thilihhld 

Oark C'hy, \Vl1ilc Spac~: A n.•view o r hool\~ 

ft-aturing bhtc~ and "hitl' p hotogrnph~· (Hl 

life nnd dcnth in l1nngkol< 

Olh cr f l <~rgtcavc 

Rtlllg~o~ in Blat·k and JJ'ltili!. Munit 
S ri wunichpnom: J ·auishing Uangko~. Surat 
Osa1hnnugrah: Onngkok: SuJH,'ut''\. S!.~·fraiu' 
and a C'il'l' R~.·~ le,/in.~rl , John Ho~kin; Till! Cm:'\ 
illllt .·Jte Bangkok. Philip Blcnkln~up: Porptm~: 

/Jangkok 's /'u ·ilighl L,me-a fJiulfogr•IJ'hh· 
rluu:\·. Kick t\flstil7. 

Tw<' lif~o:-SI7Cd props. one of u l11w man am.l 
th;; mh..:r of a woman. both 11\ early rwenncdl 
CCillUry CU$1UIHC. stnnd Ill a 1Cmple COUity:Jrd 

awai1ing pcorlc to ins..:rl ll1~1r l"uccs in the hole." 
pmv1dcd 10r3 phuto::,->ntph. M:\rul SNu.:anichpO<.'II\1 

len,·es the props f.qcelcss 111 ·soulless', the firs t 
image in his Rangko/.. in Rllu k t.md H'M!t.• (Chung 
Puak Nga Dum. Bunl.'kok l'i1l9. 167 plntcs. In 
pag~. 28x23 tnl.. paperbad) 

t\ ..:~me~\!ry and a high ri;;;c. an ah:mc.Joncd 
car bcm:;tth :m ... ·x prc~sw~1y. lhc .:ontrHM::t in 
( KJtwl} ~lanll·::. rHC.1Ul"CS ['(:HCh g.rent Streng I h in 
Jmagcs such ns h is 199~ shol 11tlcd ·K.A. i\·l New 
Pc1chahun Rd.·. The st·cnc sho\\'s u hu~ oi"traflk 
on l..hc road nnd 1 wo sl<"l"-pmg: figures on a 
footbndgc 11bove. Cropped tt~htand sl:uucd !rom 
honzont~d fT.amc tOr impact. 1hc lughlights of 
reOeot.:d sunlight shme a paper \\'hite and 1he 

liS 

shadows beneath 1hc sleeping- iigt1rcs Lurn mlo 
pur~ bl::tcJ.: in this hJgh contrast shot. Manu docs 
not make u!'iC of photomon1age. nor docs he 
appear LO lLSC PhOt(~SlhJP in th is coll~Jction of 
phot<1gn1phs buill up in the 19QOs. 

HU!<t. 'llOJl n~o: ;Jr Chul;liongktlrn Unin:r'>hy, 199() 

tl>hHIO by \ •l,tllll Snwnnit.:hpnrllll) 

.\llanit us\.':- billboard~. po~ters. staniC'$ and 
mann...:quins tu illuS1r.l!(' his tnkes em th1..· ICons 

Of the popular cullun:·. t:SflCI:!aJiy if 1hcy l'UH be 
juxtaposed \vith human sub_1ects New Buddhn 
1magc:, glistCil on the sid" of a lane ns n shmy 
Ro~07 p<lS<:!.'' Prnplc c' :l l :'I I f'<·nlral Pinkhh1 l("lod 

ccntt:i t!omin~liCd by a Ro1nt~ncsquc staluc. and 
passcng..:rs sil :H :J bus stop in fronl of ;.m 
ad\1CI1i~cmcnl l()r Lux soap. 

A."i we pa~s t.hruugh th~ cit} such images. if 
nutt.'i.l at ..tll. may se-t!'tu ordinn;y to scn"e"' dulled 
h~ 1hc \'ham I tllhlaught ,,r Rangkok · & ~tn.'t.: l:-. Y c1 
through Manit'!<. len:-. Ll1cy 1ah~· una m.:.w \'ildlity 
A model holds a 11()1 ~f><cscnfe. the word ·sh:~kc' 
blazoned acros.') the va:.l billboard overlooking 
hnes of[r:tnic in for~:g.ruund. Pick~up tru<.:ks m1d 
storc-IFont signs at l-'ramllam ~re dom1m1ted by J 

\Voman·s legs :~ ch·ertlsing ~tockings. Through Ius 
compositions !\'[<mil cmph:t.\JScs Hi<.:ongrull)'. 



lib 

Elephants. dog>. chtckcn,. dead ducks
~13nll lm c...; prof>S tl.at rll!mft)rcl!'s a ~nse of 
improbabthl~. a Yisual presen1,lt1un ot'thc enig
matic. Surely an ouL~itlcr in his or ht:r right 
mind would flee El>mgk<>k t~ llc t· but a momen · 
lary ~~pusur.:· ll) the city's ~IWi l\lllll i~IH. ~nJ yet 
it is home 10 mtlliom •. \1unil ha!'l no n~l.!d or 
scrhntlllnal imngcry from bJn~ ur "-h1ms a.s h(" 
1!\J'O;;;e:. the li IC on Aang.kok · '!'~ ~trc~h .. 

\\'e see u sl~~pmg 'oupl!!, th~ \\On\Jn on a 
bamboo platform. the man ''"f'cnded 10 a 
h:unm<.'<'k abon~ wh:u look::t h~.: dl'tnlus in a 
conal below. ·t..ndorTak'm hndgc· """ obhquc 
~hut of :1 man with Ius head nn a rock for a 
p1 I low. People who ha\'e su~;..:umhcd to the 
CllCI"\'CHing pace ot' li fe arc 41 fa\'HIIfllt: tiUbjcct. 
the phmog:rnphcrdocs nut huvc tC'I \\'011)' unduly 
about the reactions of his >llbjc<" 

'Old Man anJ Hi' TV. '""~' \\ctl :!.' " 

p<1nrnit <>r " >lum <II\ cllcr (JI. 9'1 ). though the 
unugc may have been murc dl~cti\C wilh less 
hc:"tt)' !!.hadow round the ~uhj4.."\:1. II•~ n:grcttable 
lh:u "uch ~tructured purtr.ulun: app..'ars le!'l>~ uJ\cn 
Ill th" book than ~le gr-.bbcd shn" of r coplc 
~omg about Lhc1r d:uly ac11 -.. i111.:S. 

On lhc next page we sec 11 mnn row111g hi~ 
WI I~ ~1nd their child in a ~mall wntutcn hoat on~~ 
!.Mung. Uct\VCCn them a large rv SIL'\ on the 
llum of the hom. ·rhe blurnn~ 111 thi' allegoncal 
unJg~ may hat'e been tnh:nltonal u' it ar~>car.t 
''' h.3\e bc:c-n used m sonl\: vthcr im~lgl.'" ... m this 
wnr~. 

A rhmographet 11) mg tulrc"CIC the dynamo~-,; 
of ~trCt.'t JiiC can s~ldnm onJcr lw' clcn"'ents. 
\\'hen he IS shouling from n c:\1', C'h:l.OS as v1nually 
guanmrccd: thus a t(;" ol' Manu's c.:apl urcd 
mom~nts urc soft or uut l) r focus the photo
grnphcr caught in h1.~ own 1'\lsh. \le,·crth~:lcs:;. 

~tumt·:-. takes in dt~ u:urt!'!< u t comm\!rcc. f.'l i th. 
cl:tSSH.:<.~I art and fnshion anti fu,cs the cQmic 
and the grotCSl(UC. Though 'iOillC uuag~.:. .')l."Cm 
tu m1s.;. the target. then: •~ much in lhi~ book to 
..,timuli.th: young phOhlJ;rdJ"'hc" .1nd ~..·nnnoisseurs 
nl th..: hialm.:. 

h i' :t pity . Lhtn. that the hitHhng Jl\ so poor 
th(ll the cnvcr sepnrat1;~ fn_\111 the honk with 
hnrcly n Jew pages tumcd. In hCI' short imroduc
lltln to thts work. lng K makl!"i IU'a C\CUM.: :o.. fbr 
Uong~uk. She likcu; 11 uulo J ·so.tnm nnJ 
Uomorrah reborn· . .J t:tscm:uin~ Ctt~· ''hose h}'!'· 
tcnc.ol hc:~n brings \lluht~ to htc Wnh uuthing 

more 1J1tm tlth."' of image'-. ICIC'I1ion.s and date~ 
for ca('HIOO,, 11 i;o; lc!fl to the tmagc~ themsel\'e~ 
to C\'OI..e tho hcwolderin~ variety and pamdo>x"' 
nf life Ill Llaug~ul... Perhaps it i> fl111ng that till' 
lm' e<»l m lumc will fall apart so •1uickly: on 
alkguo·) in tl.,cll 

SurJt 0-.n.hanugt ah 's J ·wwduug /Jan.(?~ of... 
1 S" U>dec ~00 I. tioll pa~e plate; 44 cropped or 
pan '-"1J.!C unagc~- 210 page~ . .!5\25 3 ~m .. 
papcrhack) "m•larly ollu>trdtcs til.: dan~crs of 
\\cal btntlong on heavy paper book'. 

On JKI$;c II '' an image of a Wl/Cncd 1 f nul 
grumpy '""k ing mon~ paddling a <moll bo.n 
aloug a kloltw.~. The scene "' very ,lrnngl~ 
hoc~ lit. wnh lhc sid~ nr lhc hout. foreground 
rcll~.:cti<'ll:-. un Ill~ wnter and ()ther lughl igh~:ot 
un1um.l him 1uming imo pnp~.:r \\ hitc. rendering 
de1~111 in the "hadm\" on his face and rvh~:-. and 
the\\ .1h:r h~ d>;nllh ht: 1s rowing p.1s1 1 he rc't of 
the omn£c " on deep shadow tl not pore bla~~
wnh onl~ J hint of gray tone!\ ~how1ny the 
rclanunp. "all t)f tlu: khlnng .:md o1her ..:h:m~nt' 
on the h:1ck~round. Perfec tl y cnmllits,·d 
,lccort.illl!il<l tho lhird 11oles I clement' like 1hc 
horiYnu should fa ll across one or IWO·Ihllds ur 
the hei~;ht nfthc page- not aero" the middle). 
this pocture ulon" make' the buu~ \\Orth\\holc. 
c-~~;,pcci;lll) if du: foho:. "ere to separtlh~ ami you 
\\ 1~hcd l\l frame a strong im:tgc+ 

On th" l"ncin~ left p•ge t Khun I ~urnt 
repT<ldU(.:C:\ an C\trcmc crop from lhc: mam 
1m3gc h shows the ~sdc.~ ot 1hc bt1a1 and th~.: 

foreground rcl1ccnons. Olt11ltmg the Jnllflk. tht" 
\\ a tcl hyacinth and the rest o f the-un;lgc. J>nmct.l 
at the fon1 of the Jdl p<.tgc. the cropp..:d im:lg~ i~ 
small cnnu.~:h tn :allow the t'c!:~l of the J'M!;;C Ul 

rcmn!ll il'- \\lute J:oo. 'pace. Ginm ,llrl!'~ldy !:~Lrung 
focu.' un the ~ubje~t in the mam mtu~c. lhh 

loop Jdtl> nodung. 
On p.t~~ JU .moth,.,- reprodu.:ed h)!hl nop 

l(x.:u'c' on 1h~ back of a bicycle load'"-d wuh 
""">pape-r- l'cmn~ this should "'" e hc.-.:n pnnled 
larpe til' I\,..,, the nghl facing page Uhtcad oJ: or m 
:uJdillon to, th.:! m:un 1mage of the 11CWSJ"',lJ)l'r 
vendor autl a mndom pedestrian .shown ahno~t m 
silhouette.:: a~u1nst ·' bng.ln receding b3c~~t'\>Und. 
\Vtthnut rul )' pubhshcrs imprinLo; t•nc c<ln un1~ 
assume thJt H \\0' Surm·s dcn!'JOn w l\:gularJy 
u~ 1h1' ''~ hstlc d<.'\ tee of repmdudu,g u~lu \.TOP' 
fn.,m thl: main 11U;1gc m the tacing pag(! 

Jomu.tf t>[IIu.: +\lam Sonor 1\'l I ~ 1 t :!OUI) 



Gnud rmagc~ arc rcndcn:d <ill the .;tmngcr 

hy !he choice nr pr101ing paf'<" .md J.ukr<><lm 
lt-chniquc Pantcufndy e1Tecu' e nre ~om~ "'f the 
~twt~ sh(1\\'l ng I i rc ulong Lhc ~anal.-.. Ru1 JlLo..1 a._ ... 

:.um~o; f)f Sural·~ 1mllg,~,.>-s .m: n:r: ~ln.mg:. a fc,, 
M.'Cill "'fl weak thnl H ~~ 'llt'JlO-i.lng If\ tlnd !hem 
on lh..: page" u l a book at all, unlc~s. lhc) were 
pnmt.:-d h' rea'\~urc othi:no. that C\C"O a plliiH'· 
,btf'..tphcr who \vas. bflm 111 JQ29 cncc-.,rdm~ ll' the 
jack.:l tlupt Lan a l..;u m.ikc mbtu~c\. At h:a..· .. t 
hvo or I he imng.; ... uf hu\ .... rl~t\ m~ mthc 1.-Jtltm_.r:\ 

tit inln tht"' cnt~:P,Lir). 
lo)urnt nbu "'hll\' r. u hu1Un..:'' fnr .mun.tl,, 

tMr1h.:UI.HI~ lll•J:!.'o !.U1\J t.:~th IHid. l)hiUgh \\1.:11 
C~CI:tl l.:d. llllt.: IL:11 JJ~ \\l\IH.h:'f~ \~Jut lhl' hl\ .. , hi 

t!u \\ 1th .1 \;tiH"'IHng llomg~t•~. 111c ... unc em he 
'aid .1hou1 the pormutuu: .md .. tum: ••llhc olhc:r 
.... uOJ~I:I\ 111 till'• ht~uk I hen: .Jrc :-o1'm~: "'\ cl} 

1mot!!c:.. h111 unlc!--; I he wutld shiJl!\ 1Urrung. tl41~' 
w1ll be f>oy' nuJ o>ld pc.•plc w1ll he \\nn~kJ 1n 
n Bangknk lith yen~ trum 0(1\\ f'~rhups tlu ... 1' 

the cru;.. ''' il critlc l .. m ttl th1" b,>,•~. !lnJ tlhtl h 
tlu: 11 11L- ,..:em.'> m.tJ1prllpn.,rc The B.tngk.o~ 1h.1t 
Sut.H puurny~ I~ iJ ll.mgkut ot r.:opk li\'10!! 

ulung rhc Ahlt•nx\ \\ tHl..ing in tiMrkcl~ 1tnJ linng 
111 wn!1d<n hou'~' Vnm,hmg !lu' may i'lc. ~UI 
flVI IHUI C OJ l t:!~>S thn.n lht: UangJ..uk oj ~1anl\ 
IVha1 we '"" 1111J!hl bcucr be dc .... ·nhcd "' the 
til~ o l' ~mall tJungs. Surnt :.. Hangkok .t pl.u;~ 
b..:aullfu ll) rrmh:n:d m blach ilnd whHc: . ..:1 tnu~h 
ot' ... epi3 h101ng cmpha.sn~1 ng I hi.' '' unnlh 'tum I 
r.:ds for h ts suhjcc£s 

Hotlp,Aok SuiHnl\'j., Skl'lruin.\ <lml o Cm· 
lled<'jilt<!d (phm,,grnph~ b~ '\1c Dunlop. te\t b~ 
John l luslm_ Cunu>'ll, Bungkok 2000. Q- plate< 
1.:!5 page'. 2:! .'h3fl ~em .. hardbtKid 

Thb. work. .;uggcsis that il will 1ake 

cmaclysrnic ~bangc bciorc the suhjt..'Ct.-. m hi' 
honk di>app~nr ;~nd !he tx"'~ uprear>"' S<lhJI; 
buunJ as ont: hnrcs ll'- 'uhject:s ha\ ~ ht!en 
COI\Sti\ ICicd 

Like lng K. "h<• "role 1ho1 '"~ l'>uth !""" 
and lm!t·> !he c lly, Hoskm \\Tile< !hat Ban~kok 
I ~ "CSS\:Ull::\11~ J pariJdO\ thill m3k!!S Jl 

~imullanc<lU~Jy wondrou~ -~.md ''-Ociul m c.o.qual 
I'Cg .. mJ _ _ Bangkol.. 1~ :.mg:u1ur m th~ e\t~lll uf 

11s 11111\IJrtcrabh: eonlmJ.u.:unn:. nnd the ''il'' It 

makt~ them S~L·m ~t•n ... i\oh:nt" 

Fruulctl t Cllr R,·,/t•tim·J. the fim ~t:.L:1ifm 

di~~;u~:..<.• .o... lh"~ unprc..:cdc:mcJ ~;homgl' ltn,ugh1 
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ahou! b) lhe building boom and lhe infra>trucrure 
proJL"l'b uflhc l;w: twenty Yl!a.J"'i"_ Hoskln suggests 
t1MI lhc !oCUJI! and pat.:c \1r chungc b mor~: 
.;i.&rnlfic:uu than il~ n:H\tre I h: sees continuily in 

the way monks h1c,, thl' 'pnrvcou h1gh·tech 
tO\\CI '). thilt lhru~t thi!lr '\a} unlo chc ~kyllue·. 

hcmmmg 1n the temple ruof The Buddlust 
<J;.'t.· .:rnan~.-c ol 1mpcrmant:ncc a llcw •. ~ tlH: Thn1s 

w more t'J.."'IIV lh:tnoh~h th«:: o ld lhr the ucw. 
TI1c chun~~:' .uc m1lh.' or u veneer t)'vl!r the 
t:'tldunug Jll>ll l:holnll..'ll'r thal ha.-s l~mg .u.luptcd 
and ,,J,aJ't~o:J .dicn ... ,vic~ rhc mor..: thC' dl)' 

(haucc,, the murc 11 \hlY'-~ ll;utgku~. l lu:.km 
w~.•uld 'cern H• tl.ay 

. lround tlh.' < '11\ ltk.lk~ II\ nwrc t.h!1HI1 ut till! 
f11nn ul rhc ~o:l111ngc. l ln ... l. iJJ ~·nmmcuh t\11 the 
'"·i!o qunhly In dc..,gn MHJ ~nn'ltnJCihlll hc...-amc 
'uhordtn>ltc hl quoult11Y ·" 114.''" 111\•w.:y dOJ'¥C the 
con .. trullwn huum ol' the I 1JXO-;.. 

'\It tlll l\ \\C:It \l\ lc"' llUtfU~C(Ill'+ l \ 011X~tl, 

prururuutb '-'Cf~ ~oruplctd.,, l!llltl1cd In \:l.l~ .. u:ul 

tJrcd. JJdutc..:tur~ ptopuntuJ.l'l \\ CCl' C:;.bcntt.llto 
.<~ ,.tmduc~·, .. u,,c:,\ 111 o,1th .tc, rhcu ... hnd 

iun\:llurul 1cnn., \\ uh U.tng.b.nL. tml~ \utf.u:e 

·~~.ornnc<, 11 .... ~~n .I~<J ~ ltlwm r<j!ur.l lor 
1h~: .,truuur:al purpt'W t~f .. 111.:, -.;c;ah: -unJ !'ltyll'lll\: 

Jc\ t.:c.. \ ' ,uLh prop ..... nam h~t.'Utnt:'-. m~rco 

o'1tnlot1on 

Ho.s.km t:'\phuns thut lhc arduLcctural a hcr-
1'3110ns resuhcd from cbc lack of o budduog 
c-ode. a dl!cline of trndmonnl pa1ronagl! of mu
JOr aichncctun:. d.nd fTt>m .! disrcg..1nl for 
"clJn't3lC. ~OtlUtn). cneoqD COnSt!rvuuon. up· 

rropri.:ne technnlogy. durnbili~· :md sufcty" 
Thl' t8.sh10nablc tich.l uf .art:h11c:L'lurc became 
increasing!) com~nti\·e . ..:onsu-ailllng ardutects 
fmm .1dvi,.mg their high «nrus clients ahour 
1hc1r nl.!'t.'d~. "Chl'nb dc~nc Lbc bujJclmg Lhc) 

ge~" st~r~ 1rchicecc Rolx:n llougloey quoted 
h' HQskm 

Spn:cul Jcro~.:t tw'> pdg\.'S ,:u<.:h. 1 he lir.;l Lmitgc 

111 the book os a dose crop or people "' tratlic 
and thl! s~cond H• of n o;;kytnun cons1rucuon s1te 
al mght-thc b tg rn,blcm lullow .. .-d by the: 
rcdmoltl~C-11 li\ ,u_;. it \\ere: On U1c fulhJ\.,'Ulg 
page' tmagc .. nf 1nbflurcro;; on cflnstmction "He.., 
prtlgrr:-,<t h.l ... ht•l' of u ,fkk lini .. hc.:J bulllhng . 

Dunlof1'' ilrlt:f'll at ..:;.;chm_g llUt loc<~lton~ fllr 

h1 .. ..:nmJl0'111mh CftMin tctH1f1 wnrk\!r lahnur 
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em :a ho1lcun~· JUtlmg h1gh aho\·e :1 .;creel acrus...\ 
\\-hu:h a B\IT rain i5- tr:wdhng "' ~r .a hridgc. 
IIi'\ unagc!-. n~" ui:kn" lhc ~:h;to1h: h.1 !~.Uppnr1 
Ho~okin ·' .. k·finilion l1f Jn:h1Lc..:1ur.: :1' heing abvu1 
\lrdcrlng, pan of the t:l\\'irolliH\:111 lhl' I he hencl11 
,,r 1he people. Ho:->ktn ... u~'t:!C'I' 1ha1 IJ.:.mgkok 
ha;, r~t:-.i...,tcLI th1~ onJ"rmg archuccwrnll)". bm h~ 
prai\C~ lhc cxprrs,way ~~'lc111 o~.' un ad\ancc 
chrough th~: t:1ty's nrchJtcctur;JIIIluJ". 

Ounlop's lffi<lgn. m 1/ttn '"''Cit\ portr.t~ 
lhc '";11h c,f the sk\.lram ;.u.:rc,..., lh~ urban 
la1h.h.capc. Gtislcnin!! 1r<lil" '''ccr through 
~racctul ~ur\'(.'~ abo' c th.: cny lik~ heraiJ~ of an 
cn~Jn~.:cr'' par:uti<e llo:tb..m 1 cmhm:~~ the upb~al 
llQC(" by r~minding Ll4.; t h.'l l j' W:l\ ,1 , jnguJar fl".t l 

nr Cl\!!inccring tll havt: t:~lmpktCd l h<: s"-ytrain 
'' ithnut .. road do;,ur(.' uml "' ith but one- fa tal 
.lt:Clc.knt m\·ol\·in~ a m~tub~o.·r uJ lh.: g(:ncral 
pub he bdo". 

R•·twtllh tire Cily w1ll be an c~·c-opener h., 

tho .. ~.· "ho ha,·e not S\,~n unag'"' uf the 'ubwa} 
prote-ct umJ.:r t.1m-.:truct•on. I h~ h.:\1 n"cc~.saril~ 

ncludc .. more techmcal (h;saJp11 on. \\ Jud1 
Dunlnp's cmphnsjse~ through 'h.tllful U<.,:C' c)fthe 
n\'n il.tbh: l1ghting u .. c tJ h~· !he cuntracwro.; 
undcrgr<ltllld I Ii, shots ul' wnrk.:: r~ l~bouring 

''-'llh mtll toc ks ;lt'C pOJt'llculurl: t.!Hl~:HiiH:. 
llu ... k.lll·._ t~.:\.t a..,. .. ur\!' ""' th,11 undcr'c~t tunnd
hming ~~~hni4uc~ ha'~ h~:~o.•n u ... ed \uu..l that 
cntr.uh.:t:.., h:t\ e ~n bu1h um: mc:m: :thc'l\ \!" the 
lughc't Hood lc,·elco n.~··orllct.l ( tnl~ t1mc will 
tell ifth~.: '-'),~lt:m 1!\ !'o~curc m a ilood·pron~ cny 
m thh ccnmry of global warmmf! 

Uut 1t1r the lbct th::11 IJunlt'J.,·s rhntng:raph.;; 
;m." I I\ bla..:k and \\hitt:. hi-. l nt:\gt!s uf \\orker.-; 

"-t.:aling ... kyscrnpl-r~, building llyinJ.!, a l'dll·s urh.l 
!o iling tn endless tunnd s ~ou ld he \111 rhc page.; 
of:\ ~Oillpttny · s ..tnnual n..·p~)rt , < 'hau' i~ n:Uucl.'d 
1\, nlhhlc Hoering the Hour ul 1.",-,n..,macw.m !-.I h.·~ 
.h th~: engineers' '1~1\)tb h.:' H..ttc inhl th~ ~h.~ 
Thl" I~•~ out ufthc Mlk t.kl\\11 "'the ""dcdton of 
lh\." t~ JlCfat.:t:" n.:mfon:c~ OJ '~n"'C!' ot ...ount.ln.:~ 
• md :-.ohdity 

V ~~ <:on!<.t.rucUoll " '-lll11t:tlnn~ rnan) of u . ..; 
II')' 10 1!_!,11<'fC". \VI.' hlock nut 1h!! llOISC Jlld fU!th 

p.s'\t the obstacles dh!~· JWI:S<:Ill In our prng1·css 
I low cunu:. then. th:u tfu, pacm1 tu cunstructit.,n 
\\"il' pt1b.J1~;,hcd'! The an"iWL"r ~~~"'with the !.<opon· 

... ~.~,.... Sicm~n;;. Italian· I hJI. l nu1' Rc,.'q!Ct and 
t'thc:r~. \\'b1.l .:..1ppmachc~o.l ~' "'", ,.., Utll:~:nam. hut 
"l\.11 h.h rc ... uhl"ll 1:-. .t ""ll~raunl 'bton of 

tht:u I he, M A;tngi•lk 's chn,nic trJflic prob
lcnh 

F\pr~\~\\.l)'s anJ ma:--.... trJn'H ')''tcms nrc 
not th~o: nnl) l'o.!!\ll ll of .;ny tro.J I'Iic. r)hi llp 
13kll~lll>llp ·' l llc Cal's 1hm .·If<• 8anxAok ( \\ hitc 
Ll'll". llan~~o~ 1'1'1~ Jnmtcd <ditinn I (10(1 
~.:upic~ f 00 PH!-!\:~. 11 x.!9 .5 em .. hardbu~;l<..) suuul~ 

U1 dJt" ~,u\lr:hl to <lJ11ln1l"tiC \"ISIOIIS It f~u,c:-.. 
quHt: htcr.1lh. on th'-' 1rnpact nf car' un Jll!c.1plc 
and c.h:...crih\!' II'.;.: If . .-. dk.· 'true and h .. '1Tlfyang 
pk.:tortal ;.~ccttc.mt ,,f th~ Thai peopk', 'truggk 
for 'Ur\ j, al 111 tJ1.: <tgt: of tJK" autflmnhik• • 

The hoHk j, illl l!~h.:~o:ltl.." pa;o.lt:·UJllll rh01tl

lllt111lJ~\.'"• ..:;u1t)(m\, rn'll"f"S. t)J"'~\\ I ttlc:n noh.'!-1, 

hnn.J·WI'tll~U "ihl'dS, OC\VSp:tp~r .;utCIIl ):!loo (llld 

rhntographs 'fn nip thnJugh the h (h)" , ... \0 

h;..~'-: text and un;,g~:., rushmg at )<''-' ltktr: swo 
stwh.c motun.:ych:' from a Bnng:koJ.. UUitH.: hglu 
JUSI l\lrll~d ~rccn .. -\ ... 1t' smoth\!rcd 10 ~\.lt.tu~t 

ll.un~.":'i I he '' hnh: bvok 1S ~rc~. h.lf Bknlm'-Op 
u~~ (Nmplcd 'ilver foil and the duth u'~d fnr 
Wf,lJlJ'III1~ J\:..:JJt.•nl \ 1Ctims .l' POll!L. h;u,:"'J:!r~n.:nJ 

tn~l\:'Jt l ur \\ luh: ""Jlnl't. I rom Lhc hh"'"llt~ ck11h 

4Jn llk: cru.l·part:r,. the ima,l!ef) ~~ a~ rd\·ntlc,, 
a.;. mslr-ht,ur Ual)i~ 

\Jan) ('IIClUf('' :.pi"k!lr \\lthUUl carllt'm'O 

the:\ arc hosrdl~ nocc-'"'1t:· 01 \\ 1th nc\\' ..,hml.' .. 

pasted 10 unc ,t..JL". T L"\t is l.'ithcr h.1nd .. " rmcn 
or l~rp.;d Ufll l~ fW~L't. \Jf)d oi\~Jtl\:\ CJ-...I.'J ;!<.,:While 
on biJ~..: Ic llkn"insoJ' u:-~ caJttloth JncJ ulhcr 
rl":tJy .. w .. haml gmpluc" -.uch :1..., trafli~o· stgn.., '"• 
il,ld I\) 1ht: llllal!cry. Sometime:-. th..: d..:ci-;wn· 
malin~ h~hu·ut lht: luyum 1S ~trungc. :mch tb 

when Ulculo..m..,op'.., hancl-"' nl1c11 lc\t ' ' 
n:pn~Ju\!c'-1 a huk lll\l !tllMIIIO he cnn\·cnh.:nth 
read 



Blenkinsop's \\o'I'Hmg app1.·an. m Lhc intro· 

dm:tion, as :J feature story about mo10J'{'yc1e 
l'aCtng al nJghL and llS a sJum clc:>cnpiiOil or a 
f::mtl accldcnl he wilJJ("S:;\!d . In his fcalurL' h~ 
describes how n midnig.lu !llOIOl'cycle race-r is 
doomed lO have un ~ccic.IL'nt 

lin hc-'fl\1 hl1oh' rhc·lrunt ,., Ol'l'~ Pem· wr./ ./; c:a.i 
,,._•rm .. •ut.:,, tlu-• dJI' mul thai t'ldUmg :n:rcam o{'thl! 

<I(}(Hih.'cl rmfmal t'hH1' ur m,\ .\ lonzuch nnd far u 

momem dh.:'c:kw:.~ the Nit- dJ'IIIX 1t1 nH' tltnml. I 

"orry J ma.t· lw ,·wk J 1kc 11 dl'llfl."' \' driU ,t;rm~ 

mod and hroAc:n thruugh w tlw mlwr ,uJt'. tlu•n• ·~ 
Ito t'H'•IPrll.~ 1/Jat :;,_n,·,un ()} 1/ll! c!IIS:tl/1!!. l(tf~/:!5 Of 

ft),\,\IU!! oUJcfiUI'IUfl{t (1.\' 1/ /i/t\' _\'CJUT .1r('(IJ11<: ttJ'tiJ 

1 c•dUtil-'.\ \ •Jll dmt ·, want ltJ lace. 

\\'oultl rcatlcr..:. want to t1tcc Bt~,~nkin-top's 

lake;-, Dn reality'! 
Of aboll1 011~ hul\u~d phu\Oh'T"phs prinwJ 

larger dum qunncr p<~g..:. ~.:igln\!~11 Me stark 
rortr.t._yals. of accident vicums. ,, half-p:!g_e image 
of a !<olUdt:-ntl)•iug on lht• roud (ucc up with h;ll f 
his .;;kull cntshc:d is ~<:cum pan icd by a hanU
\\ nltt:n GJ.plll.m wh!ch says "Thn1s who'v( heard 
it lik~ w 1dl m~ dHl\ a h,·ad undc·r \ruek-whcds 
!'0\lllds I ik~ a wntcnnclon cxplmllug ··.The lllhcr 
l1ulr-p"gc image is 11 detail sh01 of tht.: ryres t h~u 
cntshed l.hc stw.lcnt. A :Stain o n lhc tread is 
highlighted by tl \\hitc 3 1'I'U\\ :lt)d IlK· wurd 
'BRAINS' 1mpnscd nvcr lhe image . ':V1an
I.:.A l' ing w1u:cb. rrL'aJ LI KF curn i vorc · ~ 

CPthti\J hy Phil ip Rh:nkinsop) 

T EETH ' is wriltcn m I he holWI\l COfllCL 1~ 1 

lim~s l:Jicnk111sup wall<n,·s m lhc gross. 
While 1he ·conuc-stnp coll~g~· fi,nmH 1S 1(>1· 

lowe:d Lhroughout. 1t is rnoro,;'! 1hnn n IXtrndc oC 
bloody !-!l:CnL·:-.. however. Sc,·cral shots taken hy 

~~~ 

Blcnkmsop at night deptcl the crowds on 
Uangkok's stnx·ts in :.t m:mn..:r that ncJI.lJcr Manit 
nor r>unlop nclucvod (or pe•·haps wished 10 show). 
Blcnkinsop·., shot of p~ople wi•h n huge road 
rollcJ un a lruilt.:r behind then upt1y symhnl iseR 
the cn1shing effect l•f Bangkok's mLITtc on its 
citizens und nmk~ an imt;!re~niug. compari:;on with 
lh"' lirst image in Dunlop':-. worh.. n1c lll\XI pnge 
~hlw.·s lhrel' p~upk· una mnlurcych: riding Lhruugh 
rnin :II nigh(, lhe l':"lllldrops IOnmng .">qUal\.'S or 

hgiH wh~:n BIL-nkin.snp panned :;md exposed wilh 
Ius Jla.sh What('\ L'r the: nn::~g_cs . Ute phO!Of,'T'.!phy 
i's alwnys imeres1ing. always good. 

We k·amcd ahout th..:: ·body-sn:nchmg· work 
of 1he Poh Tcck Tung Foundation , ahoul 
mal.l<'ng u·taJ o1· • ll1es' as tnolor-cyclc n.ac.·cr~ 
~rc known in Thai sl::tng and nhout 1hc use of 
drHulcts and yuntm~ tn phu:c uf -.ufety belLs and 
helmets. But nbo'e allwo: kam abuu1 Tlmiland"s 
truffh.: .. acci.Jenl ~. D\lUhlc-pagc co llngcs of 
ncw~papcr a rude~ and photo~montag,e de~ I wnh 
the horrors ofThailand':-. highways lhmt lruck:; 
rcvc~jng over victi m;-, to iinlsh \)IT the job to 
plllu:<:mcn losmg their paucncc nnd shooting ar 
tramc o(Jcnd~rs . 

\\'hcthcr rcildcrs would v. ani lo f~tcc lhls 
m1~1grry is m pun answered hy Rlenkinsop :md 
his publisher. for each volume m this limitl.'d 
e.! it inn h"s hocn nnmho:rcd by h31ld If he could 
Ju this \\·ork U\'cr again, would Blcnkin"iOfJ 1.akc 
I h.: ~auu: appruach'> \Vould u '" icll'r ''icw that 
l•>okcd 1>11 the Thai love !lilfllr "ith the 11\o\or 
\ chicll· tn general, pcrh:1ps 10 h:1ve made 
a(·dd~:nb just one p~u1 of u largl'r work. h:n.: 
been bene(! A~ 11 $hl1 uJ~ . I he book 1~ as blunt a!' 
lhc fender nf a Jee-p. 

At 1h~: bcgiunmg. of the \\Ork Blcnk im:op 
wri tes ~1bou1 wh~ he startc..l the project and 
ubl)UL the ~cn~clc;.;s waste of nangl;ok's [r;ttlic. 
h \\'~S as 1fthc slOry had taken conlml ofhim as 
\'~hick~ had tr.kcll C\11\lnll ul" l:hmgkok. H~ 
dt:sclihcs hmv thl.' f.-1ceo; nf the viclims in his 
d~lrkmom hrought their "'nub inHl hi:; home, 
(mU hU\\ he t:vuld not JU$t lctl\' t: lht.·m on print~ 
in a dark d~wcr. By leuing 1hem into his work 
hL' !~It th3t if one pe-n;: on were d issunded from a 
rcd.lcs .~ :lt:l bduml lilt.• \\'ht:d. llus woulc.J m 
<;;() l n e way help se1 ll1ose souls a1 rest. Le1 us 
hope that th1s ts so. 

1\'itfl \his work . bruwl and fl awed •s 11 may 
he, Rlenkinsop hns :·lchie\'ed something j ust in 
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gelling it published Though ~us hunk has 
probably sold slowly. if only to other phoJo
gmphcrs and serious collectors o l' pholo-cssa)'S. 
jl IS no bad thing that the world has. this dark 
record of such madness. For \Vhen. jf cvcr. rhai 
Lr.:atric is .as regulated as Smbrnpore's, then 1his 

book w ill stand as fan intct't"Sling his{orical 
document. The comic-~trip approach may be 
j ust Blenkiusop'> reaclion In !he morbidity ur 
ib :mbject. hul he wi ll haV<.' muvcd on and any 
>illlilar work he publishes Ill the fu1urc should 
be the gtc:ncr tOr iL 

Whm<l hy l>hl!ap Blcnk.msop) 

\ould 1he s~mc be said iOr \.Jick Noslit.z's 
}Jatpong: /JangAok ~ Twiliglu ZmtL'*-lJ Phoro
graphic Diw:v (\Vt:sti'Oill! Publish ing Ltd. 
Lnodnn 2000 Over 130 pla1es include >Otllc 
eolor images-. 204 page~. 20.5x25.5 en~ hMd
back)'? The c.hoicc of covet phOlOgraph suggests 
sflme~hil)g unu:fual-an ohlique shot taken from 
ncar ground Jevel sho\VIIIg the back of a woman's 
leg:; u;-; she i~ ai)OUI to walk past a sp1rit house 
into a hotel. IJackground signs in Enghsh shuw 
lh:lt the shot has been tnkcn in a w uris1 area, but 
othe-rwise the image snys Jiulc more unti l you 
open the bouk uoJ 5ee the rom iuuatiun of the 
photograph on Llu.: btu.:k cov~:r. There i~ fl dog 
(Out ul' lhcu:-, and ('I\'Cr-cxpuS1.'LI ) :md partly hid
den sign:. ind icaling lhe e nll'UJII.:t' to a cone,_._ 
hmlse. The sleaLy Wne uf1hc work is sci. 

We are assured on 1l1c Jackel llap 1hn1 I his 
bool'!:. autJmr is a member ofl la.LUburg's Focus 
Agency. that Llus. prOJCC( is 1he 'fruit of ::.CV<'n 

year"~ \VOrk' and 1h~ll the book is nhow more 
1han just "prnstinuion and exploumton' . It is 
abou1 addiction to a ·subcullurc wh<.:rt~ the 
exchange of money l'L•r sex is only superficial·. 

• / '11 p o T /f A tV, 

I ';r ~T <NO H A AJ, 

f 'J'1 A </ ,A ,V c; ~(. ~ 

The- b01.1k up"·n~ wilh Lhc author introducing 
himself wi.th a lypC\\fllleH tt!XI on yellowing_ 
p~per paslcd phoLQgrnphicniJ) 01110 ~.c book 
page with maskmg li.lpc. The texl concludes: 

/J.augAok 's iwdrgbt :rJU<' Euiu~·. l>ut Jic•vt:r 
lo1 t'. Lu•·t• mtlkc.•.\ 1dl( 'ulu.nsMt• I rwl' ;.., tit~.• 

tmh· :hint!, ilus: t'tl/l 't b~.• hough; fun· uml, if/rmnd, 

lJ Jt.~ual11 · i.m Ulu.nmJ I ~t ~diumm fspur-.'-if rurd.t• 
simph- Yott t.·an ft.:u••c tJu: ::m11• /Jut it wil/11~"·er 
/na·e yo:; 

Uencalh Inc li rsl of lhree pic!Urcs of Ulc 
:mlhor on the f<Kiug pMgl' the caption nms "on 
acid in star of love 8/2i9·f" On tht· follcl\\'111£ 
pages more lypc\\'nlten !oiheets 1ell us abot11 .. J"'i'J' 
1he philosophcl"'. "George th~.: alien from a 
furaway smr". and other " Uangkok warriors''. 
The ::tdjuimng pictures o f these people arc u 
\,·nrying quality that JS typ1e..tlof thc ph<)logrnphic 
work in thi!) hnok. 



Though quite a few of Nostil2"s unagcs. do 
sumd fts sausl1tctory ponrayals of Lhcir subjects. 
too many photographs appear lO bL' tht work of 
an amateur. Subjec1s are blurred or badly 
t:xposcd, compositions. urc unh:thmced Or jus1 
plain bad. Oetwccn Lhc chaplcrs uf black and 
while photography appear fu ll-rolour J uubk · 
page spreads. Proi>ably chosen lo s1rikc a nwud. 
Lh<.:~c colour picturc.s nnly make matters worse 
Evidemly shon of imugc·s 10 lill the t<>lio. 'i~ 
Iiil i pages of while gloss a1 1hc back of1hc book 
arc (k vutcd to jusl II) words. nnd 1hree of them 
are vulgarities. Onl! rt:markable thmg. obout Lh1s 
book, then. is thou someone paid rol publicatwo 
of these m1agcs In such a tOm1at. 

Most photos. dcpi.;t sordid sct'nts and not· 
quite pornographic Ht;t ions or Thni pcopl~ ilml 
\Vcstcm foreigner" involved in I he njght lite of 
Bangkok We learn >nmcthing ah~ut r·a~pong 
:md prostilule.s. bul w~: I('H111 much mon.~ about 
t'ord !,,'ners · losL in 1 he ··rwilight zone", and 1he 
reader ~.:an o n!)· wonder at the relationships 
~ostltz cull ivmcd a1:1 he recunll~cl tu:-; phowgraph1c 
diary. While ir shonld be nored rhat photography 
JS not o l'ten welcomed m Rangkok·s bars. it is 
only I'CJ!I'CHablc that aflcr so many yL·ars NosLitz 
cmrldn ' I ha\·e shown bener pbo10grapluc resulls. 

J n lllimcss w Nnstit.z, he mnkes nn excuse:;: 
for himsdr. I laving hardy linishc:tl high school 
he write< how he chose hedonism on I he roau It> 
1ht: EasL in pr.:-fcrcncc 10 univ~rsll:y, job and 
fnmil}'. A[t~r livt: dis~ulut..: years. dis:-.alist:Jctlon 
drnve him 10 Bangkok. where he became 
intoxicated and add icted to BangkClk • s bnr scene-. 

Then: 1~ no ling rcmarkahle 111 this story of n 
\\·cs1eru k1d gotng astray. Over the dccudt:s 
m:my hnve similnrly lost themselves Ul 13ang· 
ko k"s low-li iC fOr ~~ time, bul mcrci11tll~· mosl 
only '-"xposed themseh•cs m pnv;.Hc. To those 
whn hav~ nen~r .;e"n this kinJ of lhing. the 
scenes shown on tht:"ic pttgc.s will be disturbing 
if nm merely disgusting; to uthcr.; thl·)' \vill b~: 
interest ing_ i r 1101 rascitlal in g. To this r\.!V i~WL·r· ~ 

knlm· lt:dgc it is th~:onlyexlcnsive photo ess<1y in 
black and white published on 1his 1opic. 

On 1he jackel tlap Nos1ilz swtcs 1ha1 lr" 
wi:-;hcd lo ~how I he stages of "an cmononal 
addicuon .. or cv..:ryonc ..:aught up m the night 
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life. Whe1hcr "bar girls "nd transsexuals. 
tl'allSt<'nts and tourists•·. lhey were all "'refUgees 
from their re.spect ive societies·· caught in "an 
..:ndkss ~.:~re i!: of hnppy illusion. ecstasy, 
intens ity, duubt and despair ... A more concise 
~xplanation mig.ht-suggesr lhat n10$l or tbc locals 
wt:rc tht:rc becaa,L-.;c nfp~n:civi!d n~cessity while 
lh\! l'or~ignt:r:.-. \\'Cfl' lhcrc hy Choice, t\ nlOTC: 
polished presen<:niou with bl:ttc:r imugl's might 
have (>h tirscatcd wha1 Nostilz and his publisher 
ha vc mosl successfU lly shown. and 1hat IS how 
Olherwtsc l'on unatc WcslCmers can bnn~ 
dcgr::tdauon upon themsel ves in 13angkok. -

••• 

·n 1c photogrophcr.; in these works deliber· 
at~ly set om 10 look a1 asportsoflilc in Bangkok. 
The fi \\: volumes rl.!\'it:wcJ ~tand Hpart from rhc: 
prolilcr;.uinn or sou,·enir and coffee-table edi
L ion~ purtruymg lhc rd in..:d and hcaUI i ful. One 
may no1 like whal 1he books show. bul the 
cameras liet' less in 1hese pages lhan on lhose
prcsL·ntm,g • bcuuLi 1i.1l Thai land '. This makes a 
wch.:omc change in a cuhurl..' when! so much 
tlt:rcnds upon nppe:;r::~ nce The images of 
llangkok cmphasi7..c the hin1rrc if not the hor. 
ror, and yet chcy abu ~hl)W ho'" humanlly 
cxprc"<;C'> itselr despih! th<: ci1y's overb~aring 

burden on Lht' senses. Li ke planL.~ 1ha1 sprout 
1hrc.Hig11 at~t:k :-. in concn:tt:. il would !<.Cl'm w 
defy all logic. 

How is it that people in Bnng.kok as ponr\lyed 
in l h t.·M.: boo k~ sn~ll tht: VL~ry o ppos1tc o f 
·soulless''! Is it by 1gnoring Lhat which upsets 
Lhal people cnn stay sane in such oppression of 
the senses? In her JnLrodu<.: tlon 10 Manit 
Sriw-;michpoom·s \\'L'lrk. lug K prO\ tdcs an 
explanation: 

Rouion;LJisalion IS our spcdatty or gcniLb. (J 's tlH! 
kl!y It> mu· hupp~ <~tt i l\tdc. F1. cry vcr..; on of rcalily. 
~Vel) ex..:u:'c h\IWt'\'~r prcp(\:o.t'"'wu~. b vaht.l hl 

its nuth.or. h \\111 be lisle ned to and. ir nm acntaJiy 
bcJtcn:ll. kuJk(,.~ on mduigcntly. Even hard rc~al ity 

can hi! ~darHed 10, made ht:ltntbk <.:v~n 

:mlllsmg. ~wen tb¢ nght slanL i\ll \VI! have h) do 

is pcrsu:td t..: oursdv..:s that 11 is so . 
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