
1'he Glimpses n} Ear~\' lndo~lndotwfinu 
Culwre, 1hc Colh:ctt'd l'apers u/ 1/iman:w 
Bhuwn 5iarJ.:ar. gi\'C$ very vaJunb1c knowledge 
of carJy lru.lon~:s ian culture a:-: well :1s South­
F.as' As1an culrul'¢ rn g~ncral. From this hook. 
South .. EasL /\sian scholnrs m:1y prob~ fllrthcr 
into various ttSpt:t:h uf t'ultura l links bel\veen 
Somh- Easl Asian t.:uuntrics allC.l India. Dr. 
B;.n:hch:m Kuma1· of thl! I nJira Gruldht \J~JliO IMI 

Centre for Lhc Art~ hu:-. done an -nd1nirable t~sl-. 
of editing. \Vc an: gratd'ul tn him fnr hrint,?.illl! 
10 \llh!lllion a _g.~o..:a l \'t'IUnh.' of stholarl) paper:.. 
hy th" late Pwfcssor H.B. Sarknndto ts one ol' 
1he few emuu:nt lnd1an scholars rc.searchutg (111 

I he cl:tsst"a l period ofSouth-Ga>t Asw. 

P1'olt·ssor Emeritus Srisurnng PooltluJpya 

f\adunal Li brary~ Dcpartmt:rll \)f Fin.: :\n_'i: 
Tamrii Blttih t5('\'(~l[tJ) /at' Oewlla i.VabagnriJ , 
13angk•>k. I YY2 

Dun ng 1hc nlneteemh cenmry. 1hc Bangkok 
t."'"htc produ~L'cl u number of Illustrated m:tnu­
scripts 1IH11 might bl' wrm~d ·compcnthn of 
llmdu Iconography'. s.;;:vcrnl of \\'hidl \\l'l'c 

h...:quu·ci.J by lhe Nutwnu l Lihmry anrl an.• 
!avai labl e (or stuLiy. In I 9Y2 the Library 
puhlishcd five or them (nos. 31' J2. 33. (1\) a.nd 
70l- fnr whit:h WL' urc in il:-. dd,l, hut \Vilht'lll 
nny H1h.'ll!pl ~1 1 ;JTlalysi!-1- or L'Xphmalion. This 
was perh:tps WJS.:'. i.l~ 1l Lc~i\ t.::s upl·n tmportanl 
quc!>lwns as h) 1 he mcnning and purpliS~;: nf th!! 
nmnus~.;npb. th~: rclation~hlp!' bct\\'CL'n rhem. 
~u1d rhe SQU rccs t'ron1 Wh1th Lb...:y were 
Ct)mposcd 

Ltkc m;;~ny old Thai manuscripts, Lhese benr 
1\(1 dntcs, no deJiniuvc: tttlcs. and nu prcti.u.:cz.; llr 
colophnns th<H wuuld tell tl' who produced them. 
for whom. Wh} ;Jnd ITom wh;n snurces. 

llowev{'r. Ll11.:M.: mrulUSl'.rrpL' arc of great 
culwral imporlancc hc.:au!lc ~he) l'Omc t.k•\~ n hl 

ll.!\ from a time \\·hen a ctllture 1 i.e. Siam~se 
l l indulo;ml wns being lbrgmtcn. ~md ~ lew 
dedic:uecl sou ls wen.! IJ)' ing lo rcnu.'l llbl·r. w 
rc~.:ord tlus t:ulturc, sn thal all should not be losT. 
In some c-as~s mtOnnatum had alrc:.td) been 
lost. and £he rc<..'OI'dcn: gl)l thcil' ·rart~' wrung: 
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10 Olhcrs ihc.y succcc-ch:d m prcst.·n·mg a cniTl'ct 

1magc together wiLh n.s correct s tOl)', 

Oft:ourse. w<lrd~ likt• 'correct· and · \vTong' 

do OOl apply lO myth ancl symbolism. but r U!>.L' 

thcs.: words hccausc the nu1hors of our 
manuscnpt.s wac ubviou:sl~ trying w rc-caprure 
th~ clossic:.J Epic.s um.l Purrlnas. \\'hen thdr 
mcmoric:-. "crvcd l ht.~m \\ d l. th(')' wen: n:·conJiJlg_. 
\\hen their mcmnrit:f, t:ti led, slu.•y were creaung 
n~w myth:-. to ~:.'lplam oiLI images. 

\Vhl."n 1\ ing Rmn(J VI clis.:m\."nxJ English 
trans lati(m.s nf ;he Sansknt Fpics ~'nd Pufanas 
3nd tmnsiutct.l them uno Thrn, 1he sp:Jcc for 
mythic crc:mvi1y ul Siam !>hnlnk. l~rom Lbt·n on 
there could only be one correct l?umanuw 
(V~tlmtki-sl. und one correct li:;l of Vishnu's 
i llC~I rtltltlllUS. 

The manu-script)) llndtu t'e'" icw seeul to ba\'c: 
come down lo U'i from a hrondcr ag...:, \dt~.:n 

pcoph..· ~Vc:-K' ctllll .1bll' 10 mtcrprc:l myth:-. i n1cnn.> 

nf their own. sometim~!- onll(•c.Jo.x., ~OmL·timc!-. 
Lmorthudox, pcrsp~c1 i\ c. 

Looking at the \·i~ual cnntent of our 
m:tnus ..... nprs. I cannot help ftd tlu11 thctr ulhmatc 
source was an lndi:tn -,\rtist'~ Comp~nd1Ufll of 
konograpby' forth!! usc o( :m:hlll!cls·. scu!p1oi's 
and paim~rs. ht Judtf! and i\'cpal thcr~ arc a 
numher o f such compendia tllustraung thc: 
Guun.Jmn~ uf th..: Di n:cthms, I he> Pl:mcmry Got.l~ 
tlfllw Days ul' thL' \Vt!c-k. and the vunous tOnns 
of Ganesha, Shivn nnd Vishuu. An Judmn 
ar~.:hitcc l .c<1uld. in fac t, ~1 \C any of our 
IIU111U~nipl!-~- as a hamlbuuJ... 

Uur lllillutscnpls sl'~tll to ha\(.' b~.·~n U..:.sign~d. 

at l!:ast in part, tn prm ldc :"1 PnrilniC background 
w Rcmwktrt:. tlt~.: Tha1 \'l"r:don of Ramayana, 
~md 1he lllspu·auotl S('erns to bav..: ~omc lrom 
TJmi l Cor rv1a!ayalum) sources. ra1hc1' dwu fnJn'l 
nnrLhcm lmhnn I ilcratun:. 

lltc Tamil input m Uamakirli w,Js nxuguit.t:d 
a:; long ago a$ the 1930·, by Plnaya Anumnn 
Rilj~Jtlhon. \\ ho wa\ alsv knmvn n'\ Sat hi an 
K.oset. (st!c Sathi;.m K.os~:t~ UpaJwrww Ruma­
/,mi, Bnn~kok. 1932) <lltd more r~.:cntJy b} S. 
Singamvdu ~~t:L' .ISS \"fll. 7-L I'· 21 ), Yet more 
te~ently. A. Niyad:t Laos1mthom pointed out 
how m~uy ol'th(: 1 llu~trauons ill our 1Cunog.ruplm: 
m;.musc:rtpts. while. hy no me~ns fOrm ing 
anydllng like :1 Ramarana1 ma~ have hcen 
employed ro I"Orm :1 Purnnk backgn>und 10 the 
prc·RutJU~I'fiiW !-.tory trs we hav~ it i 11 Rtl mo/..irJj 
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((c.! 'liy3d3 lao~unlthom_ \',mnmw :!0 Pcmg: 
r,, Rrwng Rm1mMr1i. I ;JCUit)- of .·\nthmpo1ogy. 
Kn~ctsar1 l:m\'crslty, R.F 2S~9l 

·1 here 1! ... souu: cm.:un,. .. runual C\'u.lcncc 1J1a1 
Siam's King Narai llHl)' ha\'c scnl .. cholnrs to 
cxnnunc n.:lic[~ at ('ambodtan nuns and !.!ollcc-t 
StOri~s. In thc proccs~. they may h:wc t:alhcred 
:rr.nmc folk 1alcs ~rcah.:d tu c.xpiJm ..;ccne"' of 
\\ hu.:h tht: cta.-.;;ical r:de~ hold b~~n l'urgolh:-n f'icc 
Oh' u:r t!t: Bcmon. 1.. r,,, Rht"l L ·,t' -lmre 
r·,·nituf tic: !.J Legend Jl· Rllmd I BFFEO 
~~ca,innal pub1ica1ion. I'J9~). 

In .u:Jdition lo 1h1"* h~1.;i...groumi. it is 
nhund:unl) clc.ar from aru~11L c\·adcncc th:u the 
utllhUP\ of our ma1m-scnp1s wcrc wurkmg from 
IIIUiltph.: "iOUrccs: or two reel hung. Vl~huus on 
f) ~Q. thnt on Lhc newer's lcli i-. what most 
pcoph: \\'(l\Jid descnbe a~ "Thu1 art", whcr\!as 
that on the right. with lis hon bc:J and rcdut:cd 
'\l'a~d. nughthJ.\Cl'Omc frum .l Cambodian lintel. 
for in,tanc:c the on~ at l'hanom Rung; and the 
r~chnmg \'ishilu on p ~q lc.'l"k~ much rnon: 
"lnc.han·· an t.•vcry rc~pc:c:t, \l'r')' h"-e the f::unou~ 
•mo in Kmhmar1du. l huul!)lthcy urc all clearly 
b~ the ·mme Thni hand, lhl'l'l' 't!f) tlifiCrcnt 
rcdlnmg. VIshnu~ in \HlC nl:11l111i.Cdp1 :ttlrL"Iy 

incltcaiCd at least t11rcc- ~uurccs. 
Then lhere are \ariations m cwwn!' and 

~ustumcs: Vbhnu·s 1'\onh lndliln ·pile-of-pots• 
cnmn <p.25l. Urahma·~ Pcn..tan \loghul crown 
lp.~l•l and Gal13p:lti's Soutltlmlo..ul cruwn(p.~<l. 
I hen: arc Jlso the- tall, "iltnt 1 haa CfO\\Os 

11'1' 134-151) and the <quat ··Cambodian·· 
crnwn< (pp5U-53), 

\h:dh.•r ganncnh arc l'llntilarly \Jrh:d. for 
111:--l.mcc the ~horl C<unhtldi;m rnlni ~.lhotu.!s I hat 
end abo\'C the knee (pp.l ~·1-~ I ·I ),the n 1ai tfluws 
U\' t.:r jnclllpur\ (p.ll~ ~and lllilllY tithers). and lhc 
h.JO-.t:. lung lmh-an dlrotti wilh n(\ Jmlhpurs (pp.9. 
II II•. 14 ~IC.). 

There are some lh!ltb \\ 11h t~url~ ob\ rous 
\OUI\.'c~: Br.thma and \'aco.hnu on p. 113 \\e"A! 

copied dm!Ctly from Moor'-; Hmdu Pcutlht'on 
(lirst puhlished ISIII) an~ KJII (J>. I07) and 
Suras"tli (p. IOR right) prob~blv come from 
ninCh!l!lllh rentur_y SouLh lntlmn pnn' "· 

I C'\1\ nhviou~ ~•rc lhiJ ~uurcc~o; fo r 1he 
Jn:Hpmit·otll) correct rhino~ero:, (p.~). J ru.l Lhc 
gillloping. ("Untcring •md wulkln!Z horse' ( pp.l ~-
13 and I 61 that ..:em lu h.1w lcJpl nut ol 
~•yhh.'\:nth century Fum~n hunung pnnl~. 

If" c arc hl place our survh-ing manuscnpts 
in some son of ordl'r, we may u. ... c a number of 
cntcna. ancludmg onhography. my1hologlcal 
kno" lcJJ!C und an!Shccxcellence. in descending 
order of r~ilnbJitly 

It is inh:r~~tlng 10 n01c Lh3t the National 
Libnu-y. withuut attempting nnnlysb. h:tto. plnccLI 
manuscnpl nu.J l fir!.t and no. 70 la.'\t. JU~t ·'" ( 
t.lo a tier} t:ar-. nf tht,uglu. 

In bncf. I "ould "'g!!est that tkl.3 I " the 
~arhc:)l ol our -;Ur\ inng manu"-Cript' and nu. 70 
tht: 111-.1. tht: ollk:~ tJilmg m bct\\~cn 

No.,U comams the fwe,;t drowm~. II may 
retlc!cl th\.· lim.· drawmg ofi\yuuhnyu al-l rcr1cctcd 
in f\.:111 Wcnk's rlw/Jmrchsclu.! Mrmorur­
mah~rcieu (\V1c~bnden. IY05). Funhennurc the 
m)• 1ho1ugy is most conserv:llive btl1, lilo~t 

import~IIH. the orthugr<!phy j , intcrnall) 
con-.io.;tcnt 

Undl).lhcmho!!f'lphyofth~ l;uc A)ullh;~>• 
Peri<'<! "•' 'udd' fn>m the m<><km pomt of 
\ 1cw ~~au...c 11 sought to <!n:ommc:xiah: S3n­

>knt '"'" Caml>.>dinn nnd ThJ1 But h) llJc 
~t:VCJlh!I.'Uih \lnd ~lghtt:cnth ccnlllfiCS it h:ld CS• 
t:th li..;h~d {l sySt("malll: orthography lhnl is 
rcl1cclcd mmnnuscriptno.Jl . 

On page 2~ of no.J I Lhcrt: is c:m ~UI~Ill:tlic 
marg.umlnOh!! "I h1~ 1S as t3r a.'\ I t.;ould get For 
the n:,t. cop) from the btg boo~ .. 1\'c u•• nut 
ks10\\ ,,Jnu .. the h1g. bouk" \\•'-'· but H \\as 
pre'-\IIOitbl} a rnanuscnpt 'iUT\-h·ing t'fom the 
old caJ>ll>l. ~nnototed io the >lanuarditcd 
Ayuuhayon onh<>graphy. Thu' n<! 1 1 111.1)'. 

pe:ahtlp!>. bt.· dated lo lht: reign of King R:una I. 
when fine -.1ld mumlScnpi·S WL'rc rnnst hkcly lO 
have ;o,UI'vivcd l11lWC\'Cr. 11 llllght Cll\lil11)' well 
bt! dalcd to chc fi:lgn or KH'i!! Ram a Ill who hnd 
a ra,si(ln k'u rccordmg dungs tllJl :o;ccmcd m 
danger (1t'hc1ng lost 

llurang tht: nmctcenth century. the oiJ 
stand.lrd onh~r3phy broke down."' til at many 
manu"ir4:rt(lt' of 1hat ceniUJ) '4."\:111 'tlhtcr~Hc ·. 
l bdt 'flcllm~: b'T'Jtlually sl!lbilized in the l;u~ 
nineteenth nnd carl)· L\\·<.·nticlh ccnturit:' lh;mk~ 
In lllc c I fnrh of K mg> Rama IV. V. and VI to.1 
set "' land:m.h. :'s we ll tlS 1hc \\· Citil)~ of 
llh:•ttOIHH i~S. 1111d the im:n:a!-.ing in11ucncc Ol'th~ 
prmtt..:d w-.lr(l. 

rht: r'!fl,)f.,:CS!o. W3S h~ 110 means in~tnnt.;.lllCt)U~ 
hnwe\t.~f. anJ ll IS pOSSible that \\fll\!h Of 

manu...cnph conunuOO wuh lhl'tr ad1umatu.: lNtgt: 



wcll1nto the ~1xth n:ign. Thu~ willie no.31 se-.!fns 
to rctl~t the old standard of '\) uuhoya. the 
others ( no.32. 33. (,Q ~md 7(1 I reflect the 
onhographk anarchy tl1a1 l(>llow\!rl, 

No. 70. nnlstic~lly lhc linuM Hf' our manu­
sio:ript"' is mythologically I he ln()~t dcbas;.:LI imd 
Ul'lhogmphtt:ally among the mos1 COI'I'Upt. 
Funhermore. u utdUl.h.:J du: mu ... t "improved' 
ptctur..,, of Vishnu ami Shl\.l(p.2U7) th<~t \\ere 
li"t 'tmpm\c-d· m no.~~ IP 771 from th~ dmxt 
copu!'.'l made from ~toor·, lluulu Pamlwmr. 10 

0(1. n '" 1 t:\J, 
Thu ... we may propO)I! 1h3t of these 

manuscnpts caller the early :.tnd mu~IC11i• l no.31 ). 
no.J' can\c first follow<.·tl by no.J:?. and thai 
nu. 70 pmbahJy came Jas1 iu the scl'ics. (l\·o.6'> is 
"" tlllcnur. partial copy nf n<d.'. thnt lwdly 
dc<cr. cd publicatiun I 

h i"' intcrc;;:;ting to 1101~ he)\\ mcmof) and 
for,g~tfulnc:~ work in thi ... p.;lntcular itono­
graplu~ uadiuon. II ;, "' th<>ugh those 
n: .. pun ... ihlc for Our manu~cnpb. \\ !ulc ~tri\·ing 
mtcn~-:ly to record ccnain 111)tlh and gc:t tht:m 
II!!IH. \\ ct e.: t.tl~o dc:tcm1mcd that other 111}1hs 
~hould he forgonen or ~ovcr(,·d up. 

In the realm of com t'or1~blc memory we 
Dud the KJma •tory. some of <he cxploi1s of 
Shi•~. G~napati and V~>hnu und many "f the 
l~ttlcr's exploits including hi~ Tt:n lncnrnatlon..'i. 
Oul thcr\! occur.-. a ccruun 'clccli\ cn"~'-

\\'hil~ most of the nlCam;umn ... of Vishnu 
om.: ngorou;ly oohodox and trl!~ltcd in a !o.Cholarly 
mJnnt:r. including lh:tl Hf '\1amana or lluddJJa 
i\ vnt:l\ a "hich h oll'ensiVc l<l llncldhists. 1he 
Kn'ihn:~ story is S-UpplC~he-U. Kn!<~hna's 1magc is 
there (pp.46. 123, 2001 hul 11 is removed from 
th~,.· I en lncamution~ scncs. I he dr:-~wings ;ue 
ohviOu\\ly of Knshna as V..:nugupala, stumHng 
hkc a herdsman and playllli:! h1' Outc. but lhc 
lo.tbd i~ \anously ~Knshnu· btc). or ·\farayana 
l'lnymg llis flm~· fhoogh rhc Kn,hna <tory 
'JC~ur .. abundantly in C.:,mhnde;m "t:ulpturc and 
j, pn: ... L.T\cJ m ff3gm\:nt' in Tha1 luer.m1re. il 
... el'ms 10 h9\ e bc~n unwdcumt.: lo 1 he Rangkflk 
chtc of lhc nincti.!Cillh ~.:cutury. along wit.h 
,\lolwhharma and its inh:rncc:inc dvn lnes. l'he 
highly polygamous su<:u.:t)' ol ..:li te nmcteenth 
century R:mgkok ca11 hoJrdly ha\.C bud puritamutl 
obJ<..'Ctl<Hb to Knshna'' amours. 

Equally mh!n!~tlug •~ the :-ouppn......,,ion ofahe 
(il'l.':lt Goddess (so impununt '" I hndu my1hol· 
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og~ ). C\CCpl 3' 3 tame con.son of \'i~hnu Or 
Shi' a The utl.lgc of the Great Goddc-,s occur< 
m th..: illu,mmonl\ of our manuscnpts. but ~he t-:o. 

nJWtJ)'S t.h~~UH•t.:d, 
D1Uga fMnhi•hasuramardjni) ton p,?; i< 

labeled ·Nnrnyana 1 Vishm1) ""~"uuliul! the 
13ull'ah•l)crmH1'; Kali (p.l07) i' l~b~kd 'lshVM<l 
<Shi\'U) U\cn:oming BhJ:..iyaksha , ·~ St~r:l!I)V:lli 
tp.IO.~ ll' bbcl.:d 'l'anca.ltikam Playm~ a \'m.1· 

At le01't lour onhodo\ bron1~' of Uml;un· 
bai.J \.JtlhJrJp MC C'\:tCni 10 Thailand Uhr¢e tn 
Rongkok and one m i\akhon S1 TI>ao'11111arn~ 
and h~ PCcurs f<."'UI' nmc~ 10 our mauust.:ripb 
fpp.~•J. 10. II~ und 185]1. In coch IIISIMICe a 
nonsens( SI01'}1 IS gwen to explain wh:u he is 
d<>m£: his cnnqucst ur Tillai Knh Amno;111 is 
for~uttcn. 

Tht"' rt.!\ 1~\\ cr fed!-. that a furthl.'r 'tudy ,ll 
the ~dt.:~ll\ t.:lh.:'' uf the- nl) tho lug"" "hn 
pruduce.d the 1m:ogc-s in our manlJS(rtpl> omght 
tell us more about Siamese socH!ty 10 che 
nmeh:cnlh :.nd l\\ cnueth l-"t:lllunc~ ami, pcrh•'l""· 
t:arhcr. 

ls~ues mdmk: 

\Vhy thd 1hc Siamese accept Hum.n'cuw 
w11h such cmhu.o.;iasm a' 10 m:tkc u n 
U,'ll ional lll) Lh., whiJt: ' l lldt(1U"i))' lhr· 
~l.!ttin~ ,\(olwhlwrutu.., l hili ~a-.Jnb. 

(and c\t:n the Yaowarnl Ch1ne-.c) Sl'('ffi 
hJ h<~' c .tb~orbt."tl Rama.tdllU '' nh 1hc1r 
mother·,. milk. to 1be c\lcnt ahat 
Ramayana prm·ides rnany of the •• . .lioms 
ot everyday spcct:h In controt,1. on ly 
1h~ 1tHellige1H~ia havL· any ~nuwledgc 
of .lfnlwhlwrar<~. nnd lhnt probably 
lhmugh English tran!-.ltttHll1:... Thh i:-. in 
cnnlt3.,t ro the situnlHH1 m lndunc,lu 
where .\lalwhltm·.~rtl is n li\ in~ m.:-tlllu~ 
llon m \\ h1Ch all cla.,.,.c~ \han: 
Tile ThJi "'JCCUon uf the wk nf the 
C tr~..-a1 { •oddcss is snniiarl~ m~)tc11ou~ 
l'h31 \\ nm.:n ha\ .: long enjoy .... '<l ftccc.hml 

411ld pnwcr 1hat Hindu :-UC'ICI) th:nicd 10 
lh wnmenfolk. So wh;y d1d tho I hai 
mythnlog_1:;ts rcjec1 the my1hs vi' fcmn I~ 
power'.' 

One migh1 argue 1hnt the ll inJ u 
myth'\ of f~:m:~le ~)wcr r0ur~;1 nncJ 
Kah t grc'' from the rcprc'''on nf 
fen1alc po"er in llmdu ><>Coet). und 



126 

that Thai society IMd no ncctJ for such 
myLh~ as Thoi women hnd real oucial 
power. Uul I am not happy wuh dus 
cxpl;}lnauon as u 1S obvious that Thai 
women. fbr aU thl!ir 'ltberallon·. hav.:: 
bt:L'fl cxploit..:d in ..:very way pos.siblt:. 
Thai litcrattuc&s. full ufbuwdy humour. 
J.ouch a:; [he amorous exp luits of 
1-laouman in Rama/..irti Ont: thcrdl'II'C' 
won1.h:1-.:i \dl) Krishna Lila never l(lttlld 
n place itl That ht'i:ltls. 

The :tnswer lnil )' be <• !-i1t1pk 
lu.slllrical acddcm. n:1rnely chm Siam 
w:1s nev<'r in ciOS.t' rowat:t with centre,; 
or Knshnn W<:>rslllp in India Uul I 
:-:uspt.'t:L Lhat there mus1 have be<.!l'l au 
ldcologtc;~l problem: 
The Rt~mm·ums is n success story. lik~.· 
nm.storthc Ten fncarnatil>ns of Vishnu. 

Silllilnrly Lhc Shjva myth' lcll of 
'\UCCessful OUlCOfll('~ in Lilt: L'Unilkt 

h~:twt:~n (1iltriarchn1 MH:icty ( Shi \a) and 
thf.· Llark ma1rian.:hal soc ie1y (lf the 
lndig.ene;, ( Kali }. 
In contra::tt. 1 he Molrahlmrala and Lhc 
Kn.slma ~wry an: bn1 h tn the ITnd mon 
of (Jreek Lragedy. Hl whtch heroes and 
kmgdoms c1nbracc 1hcir fate tlun lt::u.ls 
tu ruin .md c_kalh . 

Thal Lhe Sumu.:sc c.host the sui."CC!'>5: 
stnric~ and rcjcctt.:U lhc tr~g~:dics 

n.:_ma ins mys1 criou "· a$ l he~ ha ~~c 
tragcdit:.s ul'lhdrown, tOr iJ1Si:mce Phr(t 
L•> nod Kluw Chc111g Klum PIJo11u. Tht: 
sclccli\'il} mighT mos1 l!a~ily bi.· 
mulL-n.tomJ i l' thL" Siamese perceJved dlc 
Hindutltyll t~ as ~umchow untlcrp1nn1ng 
the stale l1nd perhaps mo.\gically dcta­
mimng us Hue. If that were 1hc case 
then the! reason lOr thl." t:hmcc..· of myths 
wi1h h:tppy ouu.:om~:s \\ouh.l b<.: ubun .. 
dantly l'1L·:tr. 

n 1...: fnilowing nrc some pn:linun.Hry remark!-. 
on lllus.tr.u ion' llmt s~cm 10 c:l!l f(ll' Ctllllilh.~ntary. 

The number~ rL·f~:r to pages in 1 h~ hoo~ under 
revi~\~ . 

Volum~ 31 
(Flncsl drr~~,·•ng. pr~..·-mQl.km bUI inwmally 

c.:on~lstc:nl nnhog:r:1phy. conSCI'Vmive tt:Ono .. 

graphy. iocomple1e lonl)' 25 pagosj, pcrhap~ 
our curliest survi\·or). 

P.~. Note iU13LOnw.:al1y .:;orrl.."cl rhmo<:cros. 
Sour-ce'! 

Pp. l :2. 1.::.. and 16. The 1111i!IO!lliC:llly correc1 
horses arc r<·Spl:t.:tivc 1y gHHoping. cantering_ •md 
walking. Source·? 

P.11. n){' god CatTi~' whal ... ccm. .... Ill be.: a 
'llxcJ' bttynm:tthoH hccam~: ohM'Icle 1111he li\te 
sev~nl~t'nth t:l!nlury alter Louis XIV i-ntTnduced 
the newly invented ':,lcc\'C. bay~mct lhJt r..!mums 
In US\.' todity, 

P .15. Vishnu \\'l:aiS u ptlc-of-pots crown in 
the North Indian llUHUlCI', wJuk: Ius con~orL~ 
\\car the southern type. 

P.26. l3rahma \~..::.!rs a M\lghul-rype cr(lwn. 
His Hnmso mount has lx·cn rcmkrcd .c. a n:alistic 
goose. Might n ~ourc-~ he found in 1vlo_ghul 
mmiatur<.:$'! 

P.2f. Gauapati. ntling J rL·all!-.tic rJl, weal' a 
')nulh lndi:Jn crO\\ n \vi1h ~pi~l!s which ma> 
t.h:riv~..· l'rum u !laming !lllra such :ts we s~e on p. 
IH7. I Itt: caplion call~ hi~ mount ·Km5.infirn". a 
word I have nol been abh: to tra<.:c. 

P.29. Tins dancing Shiv:-t is ' backwards' 111 

re1otton to Clud:unburam Nathuraja who dilnccs 
on his rightiC'g anJ rfliSc·S hi$IL"Il. Shlva dancmg 
on his 1cfl l..:g and mi'\ing his light is COHStstcnt 
Wll.h the mir.lc:uluus "rcvcrs<.•d' Shi va oi' ~vladumi. 

Our pirwrc is no; Uuc hi thc. ac<.:lUc:ntal rcvcrs:JI 
or " performed r:mern, ns lhe drum and fire 
I'L"Il13tn ~.:orn.:ctly in the righl nnd lcf1 hand 
rl!spccti\dy 

P. \(), ·'\'ishnu O\'eJ't:f.:ll!lt!:, Lk;1daJ1t~1··. L 
c~mno1 1rncc lhc my1h The god's wcap011S scer11 
w\-l:amwm:.:al. and Ekadanla t' Smgle Too1h · ) 
.:;hould refer 10 c_,anapau wuh hts broken 1u.sk. 

P .J I. Spm1s th:u presidl! ov~;w 1hc capture ol' 
dcphmlls. Tl11:y sit upon (or leap mil of') whm 
look Hk<: books. sug_gf.'S.Ung thnt th-.::y arc (jum.-: 
of Ciajashasrra ( eleph:mt science). '~bile their 
cuars~ ICatun:s und thl." vegetalinn «nr f~a1hcnq 
in 1hcir hair might imh<.·atc imhg<.:.nnu:; "flints. I 
ha\'c fniled 10 find an lnd1an SOUI'CI." lbr tl1~n1. 

P.32. Capllnn: "The Sp(lnk or RanwrfijH 
Cn~·" ( lh~ SCt'ms tu bL· a r..:alisLic portrai1 of n 
Shiva asce1ic " ili1 Rudraksha beads und Lripk 
Vtf\'a lear uhoul lw~ neck, unkemp1 luur and 
beard. and long ti11g..:m:.uls brrowing l'rom a 
wuhered lc li hand. "Spook'· < l're1a) suggcSL, 
thut he .,~,·as d i~likcd. "Ri.mturai<t" may b~.: u 

Juumal uj tlu: Swru So. ·u:ty S9.1 & 2 (2Cl<ll) 



d~n..:-Jl 'com:ctitMl. for Rlm:1n!t~l •• 1 r~1011 ul 

South lndl\1 from \1.l11d1 'umc nf l h~.7 Rrahmin~ 
,,f BangJ...nl.. may nrlgin:11l~ hOI\C ... ·,nne. 

I here: ~<:em~ to he a 'tory her~ ( " '' ll be­
r..:lrlc\'ed'' 

\' nl u 111~ 32 
rAn ;lpp:trcmly compkt~ m.mu,~.. npt t1 f 53 

pag\..''· ~u.aht~ of dra\\ int! tlll\1..-d. urtho_grJph} 
f.1r from llkT.th.' either b~ prt>nu,..fcm ,,r modem 
,,;U'kt:trd,, mig..ht b..: dah..'tJ In 'ntn..:\\ hen: m the 
mad-nm~.:h:cmh cenwryl 

P .. \~) A CaturJmukh.t I in~il lh;u Jllu:.-.1 bL" of 
ran t~ .. ular ~tglll lk~ulCt..". CJn 11 he tdcnlilicd') 1111: 
cupt htfl has ··Rrn~ S~tl~y:uuphU\ at.mur· '' hich 
Jlr(•hHbl>' indi.;atc~ ")ynyrunhhO\':ltl;.ttha" 

P ..to On thl! n .. \ldt.:r·.., lcll u ~~~m·cnuonally 

un~ntc\l d:m-culg SIH\a, nght lvnl dmvn ldi fom 
up .... ugg .... ~ung lhat n was noc copte~ol I fum p.2~ m 
\ 'ol 11. but hall :mother'"'"'"" In Ju, liP~'!' right 
h.n><l h< h,,IJ, 1101 a <lrum but • cn>c<xlik; br,'ak­
dc.m n m ll'dnugr3phic kno\\ lt.~gl..' • 

On 1h~ nght :..;. .Shn ,J H\crcomuw -\nJalo.1 
r\'i.;;hnu'" donl "-c ~.:pcr). J t.:Hrrc~t Puranic 
mcmnry wh1ch Th:Ji 1rnditwn u:-.u.tlly mi:-.L;lkl.'s 
~~~ Vishnu (::a:-. Mohmi} <'\ cr~(lllltnJ:! NanduJ..a 
rShi,a', dt>orkc~p ... ·rt 

I'~ I On the read~,·, kit. u \\ ho lly 
col\\\.'nltonal South lndtan ph.: tun; ufSht\il and 
r:ua\':Ui llO ':tlldi Hh1' m.t,tcrtul dt:fUCUOil of 

~;tm.h owe-' nothing to thl.! limn~ lookmg hull 
ofp.~~ m \'uDII. 

On the nght. thc god .mJ !!C1cldc''· henring 
cur:-. nf ric.:-, ride-:~ iish uf .1 'P~.ZCu.:' that j, of no 
..:..:unomit: ..;ignific:uwe .ts 11 i' hln h~m}· A ThJ I 
li 1l~ 1.1lc ""' llthal Shi'" hl,·,~cd 1h1s llsh wuh 
rntUl } -,hurp b \"Uh!S so t laJt it wuuld ntH he I..':Jll!n 

t'.m \~c linJ a o,;imilar ' lOt) 1n lnditl • 
P.41> l(ca<lcr', ldt: th" "uh\ m11'l~ Krishna 

\"cnug,)p3b rhe captiOn ha~ ·~am)an:l playing 
.1 llutc · 

I'~- Reader·, ldl. the <apuon says 
•:"Jar:t~:tna !!OIJlg lO (Judaml).;lram • ( :m \VC lincl 
1h!! ~tury .' 

Ou the nghl. thc: Laplion :-.~IY' "Lhn:l going 
"' K uiln~:t. elcplw•H~ ul'l\:r thctr tu,k:-. hl lh\.! 
Mulhcr.l l thc \\'orld" ('au W\: tinl.lth~..· Sh.)l)''! 

P ,4X K ighL Hc:r.: I'" \ 'J.;,hmt n~oo \ 1ohilu. re.;.1dy 
h' \)\\!rcomc! 1\anduh.u J~f.'urJtng l\, in .. ligenons 
Ill) th 

P49 Ldi. acon\l."nllnn.ll Tha1 dcrucuorl ol 
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\ ~hnu a.'lc4.:f' un lhi! ocean. 
Ka!_!hl. 1h~o• :-..unc '' Hh bon b('d :md reduced 

" ag..1, l h:l l :,ecms 10 O\\ C ~lHlh: l lun~ to 
C.nuhmh;.m nn. hlr an.;wncc lhe famous lm1cl nt 

Phannm Rung. 
P.5X. l(i RIIl. 1hc Caj)llt.)ll hns "Umhn \mnc 

'' nh !'-1.\ l mgcrs ~m each hand". Cuu :..umc 
ha.;k~rnund h~ fouml fur lh l..., <.l<..' l l~ '.' 

P.l>l I ~~~. lpp.1reml' a form or 0oum!'-lt•. but 
the lapuun ha' • tr\c-n.:an:tnc,.h\ ar.• ·(for t\.rJUIK.l· 
\.Ofll\:'lhlug"') l\.mullla \\oc-.lhc tk:mon 'f"~arcd b~ 
Kam1kc~ a c Khanda Kuntua) "hum a l".:al ffi) th 
n..lcntlli..:' \"-1lh (ianap:ui, .:J:~im1ng lhitt Kh;tnd;,t 
Kumar;.' W<t~ h..;hL·Jtdcd and Lum..:J mlo { .anapnti 
when 1he hcnd \\'tb r..::plm.:<.-d. l lus :-cur)' nMkcs 
mytlm: 'en,~. a~ i1 would prcvcm Khiltlda Kunmm 
rrom play tug h..:u!o. to Shh·a·~ Chrunos 

P 6~. Rtl!IH. ~hundu Kumar.Hm h1 "'1 p~.l~..·o..:l.. 
In Th.ul.md h\! h., .. n•• m~ th other than th~ .tbc.wc 
~I OJ') 

P (1(1, Story unrl.-..:ogmzn.L 
fl h7 n,~ ~o":l("'ll,)n has "c:;hl\.1 \:rcaung thL' 

g,n:al ~u" ~tult" hm 1he picture- Pfl'l',lbh ~omc::-. 
frvm d rrllll ,,t Var.thh::sdra. lllc Uh)\!~1 like •• 
Jookau}!-l!lil ' ' in Ins lowt.:r kfl huml \ \:1*'1 

ungu1tdl} u .,h J<Icl Th~re is nn example 111 
~ilOor'!t 1/mdu }JmrtiH!OII. 

Pp.h~ 7 .l ,\ roll\ enttonal ~~ . .-nc:.. uf \' p.,hnu '..; 

ten m~..:amuunn.; m corre<:l order ·r he bl!ardcJ 
Shl\.,l on I"'· 71 h~O(llt.:d from \loor. 

P ""~ . The \."::fliiOn ~ •• ,.1!!-hnu U\t.:rc,,mmg 
\lah•~a,ur.1". hut i1 .1rpears to be OurgJ '' lth 
br<J~H:1uth. !he hufb1o demon ~.:nnll.th.·d \\ uh 
hl."f l 11111 SnUii.;C, 

P 71• Vi' l" "' nnd Urnhma e<•r•c<l """ 
' tlliJ)J'n\'l:d " I i.e. ntad~t 10 look lll~lfC Thlli) rh \111 

p.ll 1 
P.71-. Th~ cnp1ion hns "~h11a pr;~e ll>mg 

au~tc:r11tc~ .. It muy he a mt~lmdcr-otamhn~ of 
Kn,hna ~.1hyaJamana. 

P ~'1 '\h1\·,1 dC'-Iroy•ng Tnpurnm. ''hom th~ 
I ht.~l cunccl\~d as a ..;ingl~ demon m ... h.•,td ol 
ih~..· 1111\!C ~tltC' of cJcmon-"'. Shl\a ., pt:\..·nng ,u 
tho demon through a >py-glns>. Whc11 Slm·:~ 

Opl"lb hi'>~ ti~:ry ilurd eye. "iOilll.' Thill ' lill ic' 
have il thut he "p~.:cr' thrnugh his lt:Jht.:!o.'' I Ill' 
itk ., mily dm~· frflm long a,go. whL•n I hu i' tin.t 
ht·urd t~h:' ll l' a nc\v ibrrn \lf \\ ill'l'ilt\.· thill 
in\ol\\!d thl.! u~c: of lhl!' ,:;.py-gi~L'!'t fullo\\Cd h} 
the d~,.•\ ..l'I.Uin,l; effCCl of C~Uli\Ofi ( h~ COHfU!\IU!l 

ol ~P) -gla" "uh c:mnon mu'\t h:l\ c toum.l ll' 
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way in1o li1cracurc befort r haJS lc~-tml tO 

tlhlinguish them. 
P.SO. A convcntinnal, very 'Indian· dcpicLion 

nfthe sleeping Vishnu. One would likt• to find" 
!-~OtlfCC. 

P.82 . Sc·c p.JO. or winch thts Jppcars to be a 
copy. 

P.~J. The caption h~s "'Devaring binding 
Asuras with hi$ noose'·. Shiva O\'ercoming the 
lli'Oud R ish is of the l' mc Furcst'? 

P.R~. Raladevn (13alarama'?l and Devi. as 
gods ol'thc First Roughing. 

P.l\5 Urahil PJhiigt>ndap •nd Brah:J Mal1a 
Mc<ho Can anyone identify'? 

P.Bc\. Unidentilied. 
P.87. "Madyilvti Mttharishi'"' 
P.RR. "Udcn Anuraja'"? 
P.91. Cop1ed fr<>m p 31'! 

\'olumc 33 
(An "PI)aremly complete manuscript of 53 

pagt~s. qu:.tlily Of drawing very mixed. much of 
it \\l:ak. ~omc uf it :.tlmos.t chlltli~h. olhcrs 
mao;;terful. ns though s~vel'a l lu\JH.b wcrl~ 

mvolvcd. l11c ordwgrnphy is nl most modern. 

V<'i')' J1flicUh lu dale. btlt it is Ob\'lou>l)• cJo,cly 
relmc:d to vol. 32 111 .:omphcat~:d wa:v~. For 
instance the Lmg.nm on p.99 appears lO be a 
dcbas<d cupy of the Lmgum on p.39. whereas 
the BrohmA and Vishnu Qu p.ll3 must b~ enrher 
than the ·udicd up' version on p.77. lcono­
graphicaHy ' '01.33 contains little thal clHlCrs li·om 
vol.32. exeept for :1 few 1tcms.) 

P.I07. The caption claims that this is Shiva, 
but witJt it" hrt:~.-;.t4cl<lth it is aJmo.;t ccnainly n 
tbrm of K~tli. pl"rhaps Marimnman. It is ct:rtainly 
of South lndinn provenance: not~ the ;ku1, the 
nown, lhi.' llarning nurn ;md the rlh,posi1icm of 
rht' gitri;:Jnd. rh~: sprue~ til the bouom of the 
throne suggest that this picnnc may dcnvc from 
u bronze 111mgc, or lfom a prim of a pnrticnlar 
bronze m1age. A posstbk· source for Lhts p1c1urc 
might be the Shri Mammman i'cn1plc on S1l<lrlt 
Road. which elates fmm the l9111 CC1llluy. but 1 
ha\ t! failed tu tlnd Lhc Llutt: ofits foundmion. 

P. l Ol!. Right. the cnpuou ha~ "'l'ancha­
~ hi khnra play ing his Vinn". bu1 t hi~ b 
Lmdoubtably .Sarasvathy ifnm a South 1 ndian 
source: note tlt.:: bteast-dl)lh, 1hc Yali beau oi' 
Vina, the crown ~nd 1he pig-l:lil. 

P. l l3. Br..thma and Vishnu arc copied exactly 

from Moor's flmJu pantl!enu (ftr.,i published 
IS 1()), 

Volume 69 
( I!) pages of weak dmwUlg. some of i1 pre~y, 

or1hngraphy poor. no new iconographic inpttl. 
t\0 Ot"l'J for COitHlll:rH.) 

Pomts of ituerest tududc n preponderance 
nf the shon tlllmi (ending nbovc the knee jn the 
Cambodian manner) and stem. unsmiling faces. 

The artist nppc::1rs LO b::.vc- aim.:d ft:~r an amiquc 
cnect, with adrnirabl~ success. 

Volume 70 
(,\u appnrellll)' complete document uf -1 I 

pages, this is our most opulen1 procluctinn thrtl 
migbL prompt the student to suppo~e that it was 
the mos\ authoritative. Howl•v~.:r. cartful analys1s 
.suggests tha t it is :1 la te t:opy of vol.3 2. 
iconogruphkally ami myihologically interior. 
l he oithogruphy tend!!> towards the mtH.Icm, 
cxcC"pi when earlier il litCI'acies Rl'cCClpied). 

Vol. 70, an nnciem though it loo~s. can be 
datct.l with .'!tom.: contich.·nl' . .: lll U11: rcibrn \>f' K ing 
Ramu VI in 1he early twentieth century. l'hi>" 
because the Musce Guimel possesses a copy. 
obviously hy Lhc ,oiaJnc hand. which hcnl"S a date 
H1 the cnrl} 1 wen I i¢th \:tnl ury 

P. ISS. Th<' D:mcing Sh1v~t. bm iconogr~phy 

hns broken down (c()nch mstcad of drum). 
1'. 1 %. Rcclirung Vishnu. copied from p.~9. 

but Rrrthma is shown fleeing li·om I he names 
spat um by thl· 1'\ag~. another example (l r 
icom)gmphic bn.:akUu\vn. 

P.2fl7, Vi<hnu and Shiva here denve From 
pp.72 nnd 77 thnt derive from p.11; that in tum 
carne l'rom MHur'.., Nimlu Pm11iwou, but th~:) 

httve ..:omc •' long way 
P.2()t{. N:1rasimha, seems to hilve been copied 

frum ~·1our. ur .-;mular. 
P~>.2 1 5-2 I<) The ten tncam:wons or Vishnu. 

OUI o r order: Rama.. Dwarf~ Krishna. Kalik1 , 
1:3oar. Parasurarn:L F1sh. Turtle. Naras1gnha has 
been displ~ccd 10 p.208. and 1 he [luddha has 
b-een forgotten or supprcsserl. The mi:mnder· 
$toull nctJt~o:r gann..:nts suggest lh~1L this scene 
Wa~ hlk.t:ll ri'OiH DOOLhcJ \\'Cl\1~1'11 StiUI'Ct: (nUl 
,\1oor). A case in poim is the Honn centro p.2 I o) 

which b. Llrc~:-.l'tlcxa~:tly hkt the- il1u:.tr..tLioH fbr 
·nvat:lr· iu Tlut Amttric:cm 1/t:rilage Dictiomu·y. 
1979. whtch gives no source ror this picture . 

.lourtw/ o(r.fw Sim11 S()cwry 89. I & 2 (200 l l 



Conclusion 
TI1c h<wlk under rt:YJC\'. d("!of'l1h: 1h 13" ~ ol 

1tnal~·'''· ,k.,.cn·e;o: 'Cholarl~ :Jih .. "nt1Cl11 1 ah· f'1'UI1~ 
nfli~:H1I f'IUhltl:<lllun ... 11 ' ' nL:I11wr ad,.:n~-.,:J ntn 
ruut'.: .. ,ionjtll~ di..,tnhutcJ 11lr "lilm "~~~ .. ~~~ 
hhrary tf,, ...... not h:n r: ·• -.:up~, .tnt.-1 I ,!nuht 1 f 
IUU\Cf'-H~ hbr.mc~ hos\~ ..:11hcr 

flu, ht\Ok j, Ill ~r.:Jt -:Ullllt.ll IMh.·r'""'l .t~ 11 
r~prnt.hh.Y .. ~' crJI Jllu:o.Uilh.'d m.anu.~·nrh flf 
ltmt.tu mythultJg) 11 ... undcr,1tllt\l m ~1arn ,tunn!! 
,1 tum· \\h,·n n..tduuma1 tuhurc \\:IS. bcm~ 

htr~·~ttll'"fl .md t'>lll) 3 t('\\ \\Ch! ''"'N~t'm~ ,,, 
h!C>~It H 

Dulllllt. 111111 .. u,~,.c: lht: h.'l~ll nl ~If\.,: K.un.t 
\ I IIU.'I l' h,t, c been 1 C' t\ .11 ... t•l llth-·J~o~t 1n llmt.Ju 
l ll)"lholu~y. h111 l hl."~' '''-''1.. .til h.t .. cd un lngh..,h 
llllthl.llhtll\ \II the .. tandaul ~ •• n .. ~flt tc\1., \~.a 

I '-''1111. lh\.' lliJU ILlrt.ll '\I.IUlC\.C Jftlldll 11)~ lh•1ltlg~. 

.h 11 •'l'l'~.th Hll~ll.: RilmoiAIIIt 4.1l ;r_:mg H,;un.ll. 
111.1\ 1~4 lllh.:rprclfi."d .:uhcr a.\ ·un•LJucl} I ha1• ''r 
'hl·p~ll·,,l~ ((1ffifp1" 

11h.·~c tNu tnanu~npl ... Jlhl\ hie: a umquC' 
rh.mn.• ,., ,mJ~ lhndu mythui"S) ~' n \,.,.., 
fl.'lL' I' L'c1 111 Sum 'l.t 'Puth lndt" ( :smtk•di.J 

uud d't:'' h~1 c- Ul .. : .. u 1tcr t.:c:ntura..~ ... 
l ullhrmlolr~ 1hc~ Jlltm "' tu ~\.IMHMc .1 

~·uhurt: 111 Jcdtm:. htm u \\ .,~ r.,, ~tt!l'LI .Jntl hu'' 
II -.lhl\1.' hl lll.J.UltUUI ll,\.'lt, Ill k•.J,I Ill lllC1110~ 

I huu~h the-. -.c~m L'\:~cntru..:. I ,,lJuuld ltlc h) 

I'"'J'~""' thJI one ~annrrt r~all> unJ •. .-r,J.mJ 
mudcm fha1l•nJ "'thout • >!Ud) ol lhc"" 
dl·~umc:nb. that rdl u-. \\ h.sl nUll !'I. ha\ c: cl\(l~cn 
hl rcmcmh(."r a.n.d tnr;et 

~hch~d \\ ngbt 

D.on I llndl<y 
Smto Tht· ~tory nJ £J ~,, 11f '\1om 

t h,~,.~3po: Ram·~ 11om '''N. "'orr 

11 IS unu~ual for lhc .IS.~ h• It:\ JC'' a book 
li vc vcnr.; nltlcr than th.: Sr.1111 "in~.: 11.!1\ It, elL 

lit mI.'\ l.!r. \\hen ''"lh:h .1 ht .,,~ . \\ r11tcn "'' 1 'tHl tll 

thl." rumccr Anh:ncan nli"IUIIdl,, U.m Rc .. Kh 
Ur~u11.:~ ~ 1-. one .,f I he nhJi...,l I ng '\h-lan!!U3.fC 
rhn ~r.+ .. ('\ cr \\TIIh:•n N\ I h:ul.md tand" :t -.our~;C' 

for r('f .. -n.-n~~;"' h_l \nna l~no,,en.' .md t\.tng 
\ 1fmgl..utl tum' Uf"' ')t.'t."Ttllng1y t'JUI (tf 11\1\\ hen.:, •I 
n .... u:'' I!>. .Jprror-rmtc. \\' uh c'rcn' 'u"'h ;1-. th~ 
ho.>.u.h•l thd hun;h ••fC'hnSllll rhJdund', (Jflio;c 
uf \hurd1 llt,IHr). llcrbcn "twnn,nn. unotWliiC 
\•t th~ t~1~1~ .. md ,rt.liOf \mcrH;on hhmriC"i 'll('h 
.1.\ t.. tJCil\.•11, the lfnl\\!r~ny ''' ('allfnrn111 ut 
&rl.cl<, .• II.'" .ttd .. mJ ) ale not havmv ll .• 1 

fl:\1('\\ Ul thiS hool... I~ \!'~UI\Jknt h.\ rcr,•run~ ol 

nc\\ :an:h.looh,gu:.JI find TI1c l<ht h.h bc:cn 
round. '" I hi' .. d~ ltltcrl!d (10 cB.J\ 

llu: uuthor ol ~·uwo. pri:,hh.·nt ''' lu\' .1 
C\t11q:<'. II\ t"d m TI1.ul.m..J. "lwr .. • hh 1.11hc1 
\\l.lfh·,f ,, .. ol f111'>'1ohtn.H'. htr .lh;tul IIH· ,~c~..·.ull.'' 
'" tlu~ mhl·llllh.'lccnth 't:nltll') llau 1' 1\.'t.'llltlll 

f_h·.uJic~· \'~'' hl•m in IS~", the ycnmg~o•·,J ·,tHl ,,, 
1--h.idk) .111d lu ....... c"'lllhl \\lk 

Ur.ull~:) flllhl bll.cl~ h'\'l.. the n.um. lll th~; 

no,cr, \~'l:ng h'r''· ~lffi•l, fh•m .at 'h1.U\g \1,u 
man a.::lu.all~ n.uncd ~•111'-J \\htt \\,li 11-..: lin.t 
pcrr..on from n,nthcm lh.ul.mJ. l.rh)"" In h.a,c.· 
t-;onc w the l ntkd 't.ltc-. -\ (''"'en ''' 
( hn'\ll:tml), .n ~~~''he- \\.J:o. .cnt h1 O.i~l.m'-1. 

(_ ahlt•mr.s. ltl ~tw . .l\ thc:,,l,•g~ fq• .ab,•ut •' yc.tr 
On retunung h~ h~".unt.: p . .t.'tlnr tll lh,• I holl l1r .. t 

( hurd1 In t'h1.1ng '1111 II "He!) Hnodle) und 
th"• n:.tl '\untt ~""'''\ c.u,;h "'I her 

Ur.aJit> ·) '!otnr~ h\!~'"' \41th S11H11 1n 
Ph.f.!'tchabur f\•r Smro, ti~t ten )I.!Jr,, he 
f,l}ia•~A cJ iln (•rJm.:u.., count~') bo) • ~ hh: m J nt.:t.: 

tamun~ (OtnmunU) lkn foil'"\' 1ng ~ mL"clmg 
b.:t\\ ... c:n h1" father .md an Amcncan mrs,rc.loar: 
~Ink" lound h1m.,c:lt 'n:d~ mg. m ..1 m,.,,u1rt -...:h•~11 
m Pho!'h:h.J'-'un Here S1m,\ ::mr:t~,.t~d the: ,Hh.'nhc.m 

ot the lc)..:.JI go\l.'mur. b.nuwn m th~ boo~ a" 

· l'h~" I'd' lie ''"'k Simo bad tu Aung~<>h 
when h~ v ... h trJ.n ... lt!rrL'J hy th;: kill~ h.t l1c I hi.' 
countr:· ·, fnrt.:1gn nnnl~tcr ''Phya P~f' \\,h rh.'l 

JtM:Iiy rd.JI<d ~~ lht ktog. ~oJ ""' !'""" 1he 
pct"-lli.On Juc hJ h1-. :J.haht) \ftcr a v.htll.! m 
llm:.;kal. "tk:rc '•m• .tlh .. *llJ:-Cd the Loal\mthong 
fe.,u,al. f," man.Jgc."d fO re:;cuc: the ~auuful 
....._oot..che1' 1wm rh.: n\-t~r 3her her ll4\Jt ~JJ 

ac-:JJcnwll~ h1:.:n r.unm~J- \\llcn ~1mo olf~tt!d 
w '""-c "'~l14H·..:he•" hom.:. he rcahl'cd th;u h~ 
w:ts ~liHih.:lc:d tu her unt.l d1scm·cr..:d lhJt ' Ia.• \\'"' 
tlt(' d.:~u~hl\.'1 (h\ olllUrtHr wtH:IofN.n Chtn, llilt.' 
11f B..lllt;J..,,~.·, n\.hl.''l ml!'n.:h..snl... \-. 11 turned 
uut. '~·ot "·her" \\;1'., .ttlr.h:lctJ h' "IIH• • ·*' Y.l,.'ll 
··rh~;a r..:f".lc .. ,rmngofrh\!' 10\:hknl ' ·lh:~l '·" 

( htn h• .srr:angc .1 hcfr,,th.11. tk '.\J' fna,tr:H"''I 
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by Nai Chin wh<t d~.!s ircd ltl give I he g1rlto the 
king and 1Jms gain inl1ucncl' ::.t court NJi Chm 
lhcJt luum:hed "' <.:illllptug.n to discredil .. Phya 
Phet" :11 court. where snmc of the king''\ rellllivcs 
were Jealous o l' h1s abtllly aml th.: LruSit.he ku1g 
had 111 hun. l\nt C'h 111. now able 10 presem "Som­
chci., to 1hc king as a m~mbcr (1f Lhc hnrx:m, 

gain..:d n con~nkrablc amouJtt of pi'I!Stlgc afld 
linmlcial advamng<:s. Seeing he h:td 1~1llcn from 
powl!r. ''Phya Pet" ananged f()r Si ml'~ nnd •·suut~ 
cbd'' lo he smugglt:d out of Bangkok Wllh u 

check lo r $5{1.00() '"'an English •hip where the 
~:tptni11 man'icd them, .. Phya Pcf' me1 hi, llttc 
the ne.\1 t lay 

1111.' charat'l(T ur"Phya Pet" wa~ based on \l 
rc~l person. Thu~m 13unnag. re f<:rrcd to hy 
l1an1cl Mc(iilvaf)' lll .·l Hall Cen1W1' among the 
J.cw.' ::ts .. Pra Prd.;n.. rtranslatcd by h 1111 .;,s 
'' lieutcn~H\1 goveruor"), fie l:'lter acquired the 
n0hle tillc of Chaophraya Phnnuwong Muh~1 

ko!<i.adubud.i. In lu'\ youlh h<.·. haJ ... tmlicd uth.J~r 

builic Royce LlmJicy f1he firs1 wif< of the n,n 
F. Bntdky'._ H11her) hefori! becoming 1il:"Utl'nant 
gm•cmor in Lhl' Bunnug ... trunghuld uf Ph..:tcha­
bun. I k1'e he met Dun F. Hr~dley·~ older hrnther. 
Cornelius and in I HS9 i1witcd lhc TL'Ccntly­
arnvcd McGdv;Jry w h v.c and work in 1hc C\ly 

(after a bncf stHY there he w..::nl w work 111 

C hinng Mni where he li ved j()r more tl1an 50 
ycarsl. Evcntuftlly, In 1X6<J he \\'t'llllD \\ork as 
the Phra Kltlang UOreign minister) for King 
C'hululongkorn in RangkoL 

This is whcr~..· llh: stmilarity bctwl'~:n iktion 
and fatt ends for 1h~ Uunnag family was f.1r 100 

stwng to " 11\)\\ onC' or its st::nior member\ Ln be 
cxcc.utctL lrL..,ICl:HJ. hl' bL'Cttm~..: on<.· of lht: 1110st 
pOW(\rftll p~oplc Ill the coumry <ts Phr;' K hlang: 
until his renremem in I X35 . 

~ --

r 
J f 

... 

... 
1'1111\ rl l !o' f' l" \ l.,lll'i\Vo\11111! >lro.lll ... fl!\ II \\1 

I •U\ I I"' Ill I II ~'Ill It II 'Ill )( 1'1111\l ... f. I ,. .. 
A:, gov~rnor of J'•hclcbaburi m lhc 18~01).. t :;~k~o·n from 
Oud;tya BhitniiW(Hig!:-1.!, ·I G(·rrn.dogiwl N'armtt•· .. · 
o) .\'lu:U, It • r lwmd fJmllt ( lwo Pin 'II /Jah'rwn 

H.utJW\<1"-. Tb~ Pt•r.,ttut Wlto lJeclJm(' the Mo,'<t 

}Jiwinf,!ui:dtl'd SUJt<',\111(11! nt Sum: ollf•, Tuu~· a nd 

llt•ml\ Onel.im•lJf /.i1w of /Jjs. tin:.:uf.,/~<.·d fJtt.,·t.'f!!lcftmt.r: 

IJ/ tl:e Btmma: Ftmu{\•. Bangkok l Q87. p. 26 

rht: UU\ '(.'1 a(Ml n:Jk·CtS ~OtnC' nttintte::. of I he 
Anh:ric:nn.:. in Thailand at the liml'. 1'\u Th-ai 
woulJ hav~ \'vnll<.·n .-t ~tor) "'r a w~..~man 111 the 
court '' ho m;.\Hj,gcd 10 es-cape wiih her com· 
nwncr 10' cr to F.nglnnd dressed us Eurasians 
and n:g-t:o:tcn:d as i'vlr. & \·1r~. K<.\b111~vn Smith. 
No Tbai would ha\'C wri11en about a nobkm:m 
who appc<m:d 10 be morally supcn .. ,r lo th~ 
king. 1\o Then W\mld h(.l\'1.' \\ 1·incn that a girl 
wuuld rcC~l vc the Ht!\VS th:-tl she was 10 he gh t:n 

w tht..! ~i n~ ns nne oi' his wiv~ as being likt J 

dagger through h~.-r hcan . .\h) Thai \\'dttld ha\'e 
wnllt:n <.1bout .l young I hal m;1n nnd \\ nnmn 
I'Lulntng <\\Va) rrom the court l<J sc.cl .. refuge 
fwm pcrscculi(_\n m Europ<.'. Uut lhi~ b 1he son 
of llung an AntCI'IC.au raised in Thai l:md and 



nuenl in •he language could well have wriuen. 
The \vork is n:prcscntativc o f' American libernJ 
philosophies of a <.:Cntury ugo. Sorm: aHil udcs 

in the book regnrding whal was seen ns back­
wanJm:ss m Thai socic1y and the injusnccs of 
the r·oyal IHJrem were adopt('d by Marg_ar.,;_t 
Landon in her 19-14 book. 

Sima rcpn.:$cnts un example llf ~ rnrcly 
l'.'<prc::.scLI fictional point of view of Thtti li fC in 
lme-ninet~em.h cemut-y -~_ bailand and th~.: ways 
or I he r <nplc ,\ II hough no• 011~ of "'~ das~ics 

of \Vc~LL~m li terature. orc\'cn of\Vestcm novels 
on Thailand. Simu: th<· Stul:\ rt.l a JJ,~r of Siam 
docs c:'(press the valu..e-s wilh which 1he West 
rcgt~nlcd Th;,uland. lndct:d, la te r some o f ' hese 
values were later adopted b)' t.hc r hu1 govern .. 
mcnL The aull10r. on intimal\! terms with tht: 
Th<:~i und avoiding much of the racist rheroric of 
his Lime. subscribed lo th~:~c va lues and 
enct)uragc;!d their adoptivn in Thailnn<.l. 

Ronald D. Renard 

-----------~·~-----------

BurmeH' t\lanusc:ripFs. Part 4 . Catalog ul! 
!\umbers 736-900. Comp1led b; Anne Pe1ers. 
~dhcd hy Hein7. Reche11. 
Fran;. St<.·mc::r Ve;rJag S tuugurt 10011 
Xxii + :!7..J pages. llardcovt·r. 

Sl.!vc ral ins lilution'\. in (icrmn n y hold 
unport.uu (.'Ullctliun~ or Bunne.sc manu!<.n ipt!o.. 
These are being Cati\l vgued in 1h.: sc:.t i t.·~ 

Ver:.f'i,•IJIJI\ rh'f orh'urnh\'r·ifeu Nuttd.\chri}ie'J 
in Demsch/,cmd. Band XXIII , o r which thi:-. is 

r~rt ·'- c For ~ reVIC\V ol l'arl ). sec JSS S5, pp. 
~05-206.) The prc:-.en1 volume descrtbes 105 
llurn!CS(.' c.:odiccs k!.!pl m the Bavarian State 
L1brnry (13nyedsche Slantsbibl iothckl in 
Munich. This dncs no1 ~:<:h: 1 u::<t 1hc holdings nf 
lh~ll library. whk h will ht.! further Llc!>.Ciihed in 
P:111 5. Of Lhe 105 manusnipL,. 75 ,,:ontaiJl only 
one titk: 1hc rcmainin~ m:ulll,cl'ipts cc.'llltain 
murc than nne: tille. yielding a total of 165 
~atalugut: uutnbcr!l in the ' 'o lumc. 

Of the 165 cawlugue mllllhcn., l)~ h~1vc <.-t 

copying date at 1hc end of the text ~·lost of the 
manust_ripts \\ L'n: ~.:opicd Ill the :;.;:.·<:<md hal f or 
1he 19111 cemury. os IS typt<:al wnh Bunncsc 
rnan uscrip1 collectirms. T he oldest m:~nusc•·ipl. 
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out of $l'\'.:ll copiL~!-1 in the second hal r ~,f tbc I ~~~ 

ccnlury, dmes 10 CE 1767 
T\vo thirds of Lhe text~ are wntten on palm· 

le-af, J'hl' collection contai n:-. 46 lacquered 
Ktllltmawicti lcollcctions of monasdc fcmnula) 
on pr1lm leaf. .oa iiTcned te:<[ile.s. melitl. :1nd ivory. 
J 1 iudud~:s unc while paper accord inn honk 
(J'(Im/mik);.nd one bl~ck paper accoruiou boule 
A P"rer mnnuscripl in "double European binding' 
(Cat.Nl•.736) t<mwim. coloured drawing~;. nf nab •. 
nfl_gii~. ll i,guila.rit:~ . and nmnk~. For C:lti\'o.77S, 
779. 783-78-1. 786. etc .. the aud1or traJt>crilx:s 
the lext o l' the accompanying woven rihbons 
which re<.:ord Lht: uspll-..ttiou~ ol Lllt; d<mo~. This 
is l~udable because such nbbons :U\'. Jus1orical. 
sociaL and re ligious document~ 1n their own ri~lu. 

The manu!>.Cripls catalogued urc in both 
Bunnese and Pali. or 'Pah-13urmese· . thai is 
uis:wya nr word-by-word Burmese tn-illl\l i1tions. 
A lb t ~i vc:n m tJ1c introductions shows Llull !he 
collectiOn inclutks a number or rnrL' text!>.. One 
of the intcre>ting texts i; th~ IJrht•j,illwka 
IC~t.:'·h> .KR..t , ;.u:companit!d by Burmese gloss 
n;ssaya. Cat No . .H~5). un u.-;trologkaJ text which 

is one of the ral'c cx~unplc• or a Sanskrit tcx1 
tran'\ lutcd ml<' Pii l i. Cal . No.782, Is 1hc 
Mtilrllmikfirm·at!lw . :.1 Bum1ese b nguag_e life o r 
1he Buddha. 

r.at. No.823, 1 he f ,oromolilrtl t(J/Wiliva/i. 

which W3S composed by M:.thfldhammsankr:uh. 
the fim Montlturl Sayudaw. in BE 1190 (CE 
182~/ 1 R29). (lp~n~ wi1h lhC \' 1!1'!<.~ (given here 
with a rcw corrections) 

.. \ Jrmindawl({(ll lfflllhoj<l. 

· ~:nbbhason;IJiut\ fiSli iUi<l ri 
.WIIYl!IWfl pii~111Jlli1J l'l7~rf 

mnyham pt~IO\'(l{WH manum 

A~ d11.: author notes. the vtrsc also occurs in 
Ptu1 3. Cnt.Nos.502 an~ 521: th" colophon' of a 
}
1tmwka manu~cri pl -d:lted Sakkar·~j i 1246-1247 

( CE I ~:'-;5 i unci a Pari\•fira m:1nll"Cri pi dmed 
Sakkaraji 1225 !CE 1893}. rtspc<Livd y. Thi> 
interes1ing verse. which has something of an 
indcpendem c;.. islence in Si~1m i:s in racl the ti rs1 
\·t:r:-.4..' 1Jf t.hc SuborliJO!tmktira (!>.cc Pa<.lman:~t'ln 

S. J ai ni {de.]. !iul>udlwlcmkura. 1-'urmiaJika 
{Mlralulsiimi·fikli) by Smtghtu·okkhit<t 11tlalrcl.wlnu 
andAbhimn·a·fikd (Nixs-aya) v~nonymous•. The 
l'ali Text Soci~ly. Oxford. 1000. p. 2. ) 

.lourual of lilt Si(lm Sorfctl' 89.1 & 1 (20<.'rl) 



Like prc"ioos ,.;oawloguc'-. Hurmt'}e ,l fanu­

""P'' f'nrr -1 offer>" dcl;ukd ph)•,ic:.l de.<cnp­
LIOU followed by transcn ption' nl th~ opening 
nnd C'IOSIIlg pas~ag~:~ or the h:\;t. The cnmpilcr 
discusses 1he title. u:uur..: uf lhc 'vnrk. iclemi ty 
t~nd biographical derrdls OJ lhC :•ulhor. etc .. a ... 
npptopliat.:. ~n<.l g:i,·c!-. valu:thk cro"'<\-1 ~fcrence~ 
to r)Cher c:nalogucd rnanu,cnph or primed edi­
tlun ..... The li-tl of :lbbre,·mtum' olllht: hcginning 
,1muunl' hi a hihliogr.tph} nf Bunnc~ rn.tnu­
''riJll 'ludic>. 11u' " follm' od b) ,\ddenda el 
Conij!end~ for Part> I I<> 3. The •olumo clo,es 
\\llh indexes of A. \ Vo1 ~ '· U, Author". C. 
!':cnl>c'. Donor.< ;oud Fnrmcr Owner<. f). Geo­
g1·ap111cal Names. 1:. D;_uc~ ol Manuscripts. F. 
l1~t «•f Manu~cripts. 

Li~e ib prcde..:essor-.. Ru1'1l1C"iC Manuscripts 
P:m -1 mauu::uns Lhc tught.:"il qundnnh and l.; a 
-..J!U.;lhlc r~(.ource for the 'tUr.l)· ul Bunncse and 

l'~illlncr.ttun:. 

P~ter Skilhng 

Murdu S1uan-Fo' 
1/t.'lWnca//JicJiontJI~' ol'l~arJ\ <2 "' edition) 
Lanham. \laryland. • nJ London: Scarecrow 
rrc''· 100 I, 527pp. 

The >rcond cdouon nf lhi< his1orical 
d1cuonan of Laos. PJ-11 of a -.~.:ru:'\ of A::;iao 
(kcaman Hil\lorical Di-.:llonaric,, 1~ updatL·J and 
t.:lliMgcJ from thL" 199:! .:dli iOll. Th~ se..::ond 
cd11ion is alu1os1 cloublc Lh-.l ~i7c of 1he e:ulicr 
cdtlion wilh twice the Cllli iCS. l~mphaMs m Lhis 
Clhtwn m..:.lw.IL"s more on the eal'ly hiStory of 
I ao~. more ont.be :,OC IUI. cuhurul und rconomic 
context of Lao history ,uH.J chJngt.'"' 'me~: th,: 

Uh.:i.'pUon of the commun1~1 r~glmc. \\'ull the 
comple'n~ of the n:-ccnt hl!oottll') of I ao~. i1 has 
hccn nece;;saf} to include mfoml:ttron on the 
ht!<.hU) c'lf rcla1ions betwe~n L:to~ and othc.r 
1\1;'11¢5. ulcluding ncJghhnrs Jnd llont)r~. 

In 11ddiuon 1o the t.lttlional) entries. fTOIIl 

"ad lmni!<.ITat inn. colonial" to "Lht.•nlu {ChcnJa)". 
Chi! buok contains importniH 11\ft•l' lllation on L~10 
s pel li ng_. !J pugc~ o l map .... ~7 pugcs of 
chronolo~,'Y rrom 500.001) U( 1.: 10 ~OOOCE. a 14 
page m1roductmn to lhc counll) and us luswry. 
and 2-1 appcnd1a:"~ 1btmg the rumc ... of L;ings of 

the 'anou' I ao kmgdoms. pas1 and pre<>con 
leadersoflhc Lau Pm pk's Dcmncrallc Republic 
(Lao POR ), und populauon SlaiiSIIC,. /1 

bob! it>graphic cs<ay introduces u comprchtll>~Ve 

and wcJI•,II'UL'lUt\.'d bibliography nr Ln pngcs, 
All cnlrk < arc ill b11glish 31ld FrcudL 

The matcnal is fnscinaling. whether lht reader 
i.s ch~t:~mg IJeh obtained fmm uthcr\ttUrt.:c~ nr 
t'tro" ... m,g to gam .1 fed for th1~ huh: ~'llOWll 
counuy There is linle point conun.:nhng on 
lltCliOihU) \!ntric .... hut 10 gh e ren&:r~ a 113\'0ur 
of the rnah.:nJI, under "drugs and narcotics"'\\ e 
lcam 1hr11 th~ grtlss 111 local market!- real!~ IS 

t~mnabi:\, an mgrcdtcnL II\ Lno .;;oup:,: under 
"nee" th.;lllhc [ntcmalional Rice Cicnc Rtu\k hns 
Slorccl 14,000 ,·aricucs of rice !'rom L• " I'OR, u 
number ...,c-..:ond unly m India: nnd und~r "l\•lcuang 
Sing" 1ha11 hi' pnnc1pali!y was claimed by bolil 
Rritain nnd f·mm::~..~ m lhL' lah: IX:OO" Fntric' .1r..: 
n:l.tu' d~ .JJ,-.n nod ca .. ) h) folkm 

Rr' lr\\ cr- ,fmuld haw hnle 10 qu1b0k "llh 
111 a d!CI IOtMry. ho\\e\a, cntnc' an: not\\ ithoU1 

prohkm~ 1\tatm~ that "Almost any mnn (or 

" oman; lhcrc is "" order of nuns} can b..:c\>nte a 
lluddius t monk - . :· 1s no I an a~.· ~. urntc 
rcprcscnliliiOn of th¢ ordination stutul\ u l '' nmcn 
m Buddh""' Throughoul il would ha•e been 
ttS\:ful to tw., 1.' Lao tr:m:;;eript ion.., for lCrtll\ 'uch 
:1' "bi!ntt-lln" And rhen: 1s little cruical 
commcnt.lf) on the political context m '' lut.:h 
~unu.: puhhcauon ... s:mcrgOO. St~ring dc .. tr of 
pohHcal polcmh.: "tit be wclcnmc hl some 
reader .... :'1 distonton to othe~. lJut <.~II readers 
woll bcncli1 fr11m acces, 10 1hc biugrnplucal 
l'lkctchn tlf 1 ht.· 1...:y llgurcs \vho hn\'C shnpcd or 
arc shap1nt:; 1h~ Ctll'rCill history ol' L~m flOR. 

Sid llro" n 
n~t·.ltWtltf'\ ,, ()nt' Bz.u/dln\1 .\'zm 1:.\·t:n .-l!ftJin.~t 

tile H 'nul 
A lb;Ul)' ~ t utc University o l' New Yn rk. 
20Cl 1.1 ROt'fl 

I illS book IS b3Scd on the aulhor's rh.O, 
disscrtn.11t'n 1n rellg1ous stuc.h~:-t. But ~c;:tu,c­

lh'-' authur '' "';'h nuc:m in Thal nnd kno'' I· 
edgcabk •huul 1he tex~5 and pr~c1ice of 

.Jnmnaf nttht! Siam St1t.Hit' IN. I & ~ 420ot 1 

1 

( 



Thera' ada BuddhiSm. she ha> produCL-d an en. 
gagmj! analySis of the life of one Thai Lluddh1>t 
nun or moechi .. \Jucchs \\'ab1's litC becomes a 
"foundation, lens, i.md 1001"' for ~xamining Thai 
IIHI('( hi ill genCr..tl. and U nutllbCI' 0 r iSSUCS n;· 

luted tn women and llutltlbi"n 111 fhnilnnd. 
Fulluwing the introdu..:,lon tu l)lwmmacarini 

S:unnn~. n nunncl"} in R:uch~1buri (south\lrc-6-t uf 
Rnnj!kO~I. ten chapter.. dc"clop the life >tory of 
\\'ab1 from the e:\pertcncc> at l11>mc that lead 
h~r to go J(JC1h to the hom.:k~' hfc. lhrough the 
\ .1nou-, ob;)tach:s !:.he faced during her starch 
li>r u rcli)!IOUS hk I hcse <>h<~1clc< n1cludc 
pO\'crly (money wa!) nc~dcd tv bc-:omc a nun}. 
diflicult tnlCrpa.sonal rd.11ionsh1pS, ens..:s in 
t:dth, accidems and poor health. ~nd the daily 
chalkngt.:!'i or seeing herself tuh.llu.:r filll.h rhmugh 
n1cdi1ntiun The tenth and eleventh chapters 
c\plor\! in more d\:Latl. nwedri \\'abi • ... l:urrcnl 

po!'lotllon a1 Ohitmmacdnni So.unnal in relmion 
luI he \\or" of '".:omen relig:1ou~ l~adcrs who are 
bccnming ··contt:mplauvc !1C11\'I\h .. 111 ~uppor1 

nfn,aa \\()men. Th~: final a'' n chapters document 
th..: author'., depam1re (rom Dht!mn'lilcarim ~nd 
1hc nu11.:clu she bas come 10 know. anti concludes 

w11h an tn~ IT~cd,·t.· unoJingy bctwe~n the 
d..;\ dnprncm of Thai maedri und the Jutu/..u 1ale 
of Pnncc Ve..,~..:;3ntara. The book tndudes an 
nppendi\ un lssUI.:~ related lt'tran ... I\Hion.chaptcr 
nutc'\. n ~!los~· of rdc' ant Th~t and Pali 1enlb. 
a b•bhogrnplly and an m<lc, . inforrna~ion 1ha1 
m.1kc thi> a particular!~ valuable book for 
''udcm:t. 

1l'lc n:trrative 1~ 1u.:h 111 Lhc c.l ~.:taih of mral 
I h;:u family life where ~:hh;rl y p:trcnls are 

:-;omcumes. cafl·d fbr m the samnak..'· oi Lhcir 
daug1ucrs who have gone li.>r1h: where husbancls 
nnJ IJLh~rs ar~ likely tu lcn\t.: fluuihc' m povcny 
to fcnJ fur Lhemsd,·c.:;: where young g:irb may 

ST'"' ur 1<' fear and dJSiikc men: nml "here 1hc 
hcJI of human rel•niotb ..:.tn t!nH· c\ .:n \'ery 
) l)UU~ t:h1ldn:n to appreciate I he pcac.:c c.krh cd 
from calm mcJJLatlon (_wmalha). The author 
rrm·idc~ a sen~uivl! tr~:atmcnt of the resulting 
~itu<~ t ion where maeclu hke \Vaht become 
litcrnlly "alra•d to ha\'e a l':unily" nnd long l'ur 
the wnrld of women where Lhc}' cnn tCel safe. 

fhc uuthor is partiCUlarly cfti.:clivt: in the 
ch;1pters docwncnting the k\!.>" role mcdttauon 
play~ in •he li,·cs of l'hJ.a ,,wt•c·Ju. Because the 
Juthor 1s able to use her pcrwnal c.'<periencc!S 
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wuh methldtJon pr.sctice. readers are able to 
undcr,land 1h~ dtffcrcn.xs between .mnrnfftu ond 
111Mghl mt.•diuuion (1·ipasJana). and how ench 
helps practiliunors deal with lust. greed, ungor 
and o t h~1· condili llns that cau~...- pcrsor'ld l 
sullC.·ing. Wahl'> crbis of fai1b becomes more 
uudcrst,Jnd,iblc and we can idemi fy with her 
even aero""~ va!'>t cultural and religaou~ 
<l•llcrcncc' TbrouJ!h Wab,·, hfc. readers can 
~c-c bo\\ c\ .:n f:mh ch;-~nges through umc. 

Tb1> book " both readable and CIIJOYJblc 
\\htlc COII\C:~mg nnpor1ant message~ abou1 
n.:hg10r'l uncl gender nt TI\::tJland. Hm' c' cr. more 
cl'ilicaJ OUlttlys1' would have pn.wid-.:<.1 a bcucr 
con iC)I. l for r~adcrs who know lillie nbout 
Thai l;md Quo1~s ~bou1 farmer~· ha ving no 
kno\\ ledge (p. II~) or trauitiunul llnwcr 
arrangcm~nt ... anti :-.ewing triangulnr p11low~ 
prc-.cf\ m~ Tha1 culture (p. 1291 pas< wnh 1\0 

~ummcfllal') 0\erall. thl!!- t:t u '"'ondcrful. 
m>~ghlful cunlnbulil'n to unders1andm~ tho 
asymmetry oa lha1 men and womcn·s 1hc~ a ... 
they !oll<m the Buddhist path. 

John Ci1rhng 
lntc:rpl"f:lmr: D,., . ._~!npmt•m_· Capttaf,,m, D.·mm-· 
ra<-~,. and the.• \ltddle Cfas._f m Thai/om/ 
Ithaca ~ou1hea~1 A:-.ia Program Pubhcauon. 
Come ill n"·crsuy. 1'197. 95 pp. 

Girli u~·) ulonub'Taph on Thail:tnd's pohticnl 
c.lcn.:lopmcm remaius a us...:fui rc\'iC\\ \'>r Thai 
de\'Ciup!llcnt. Puhl i'hcd in 1996. 1h '' nung 
pr\!c-=dc!d the l9~7 pwmulgation O( .\ tlC\\ 

Con~tiluur.n and Thailand·~ ccononuc :tnd 
iinancnsl c.:n~,. and "ubsequcm eh:tllun" thJI 
br<>ul!ht 111 I halland ·' lirst clcc1ed SeMte 3nd 
lhc currem T nlsm go' ~.·mmcnL \JoncthcJcsl). 
dw 95·pagc 'olumc ts a bncf but hnponan1 
comnhutlon. synthesizing the work of~1 number 
of Thm nuthors anJ discu~s inn-..; wuh Th~li 

st:holur~ ;md cap1uring Lhe css<.·nrc t~f poli1ical 
\IIH .. h:rcurrcnh which cC~ruinue to bavc un uupacl 
on today' s puhuc>. 

G1rhng m1c~ the rise of the nmlillc cia" and 
ch 1l "'l'CU.:l) oimong 1he mo5l fundamcnlal n.."~.:cnl 

.lotmwl nftlie Siam ~ont'l\' ~N.l k 2 f2001 • 
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'hi1ts an Tha, ~t>elCt D. 
uum~ of o hy, mwmg on !he work of" lh 

t'l , (I :G7 . ·, e ~lucfcs rha1 !he middle go~;"~r.~!l<}~:! re•ettlcnwru prov.un (kolt ·!. 
.-. "jC;;;JJJu,.- ""'_....,. • u"' n,;..t. mo•= < ro 

~.4/&m~ ,.,_ · •-vt.rll</11. '\OOr in ,.;. .• " ·~- <nr. or or !be role of 
L . . """""1!:r4Yte.i " ,....,.,__ · ~/01! u"' .t.<>mdt nf 
'""'""'--.., QC<WJ ~ft~ T%-~- ~ --~;. 1711; ilf!<'lldJ- :41. •• .. ,ff01el71nk.'Ol 

# .wn-..a~,,- · ~ 'PUJ..!! roll' !Jc."r.<1RJ<' * • 1:~ 21~~ .fViflllir.CYN H7 qj.._· ck·r •'- ~ ~y;t",·i:U(t • 
-......a.__ . '-Lft J . ~-2!!JIIt::-' - 'C olflp./J'JCO, ( ?/' /iiu.'~- -1• 

CqUJC.LIZ~,·-.,.-~~~..,-.J~- r ._,__ ~ ,____, .._ •-..T,;:o - ~ .. 
~ -- ._ ~ a:-.. . ~ ---... ~..:'~ 

(lf nor _\UpcTICJnf) I u . .tO /A· m•Oi..tr) .rtJ .._ ., £ ~ V;:..• t71'lHJt ~tt:: m: .. _ :....: .. - .. r 
b . d - - ~ ._ .._ •• -.t.t. ... ........ n._.-n~ 

urcnucracy 1n pon er Jll estcen1. nlf... 'H'rA ~~ llnLio.•r:_..,J,J.:~bt..· z~o.-, ~ · • • • _ u « u.v .. ,,c""<o...._ .... .._,, 
unprccedc:nted importance u(Th:ul:ukr~ mit.ldle "GCh (/;,u.·k of C<)Ordm.rttmr. fjctMtuliVJ,, , • .,... 

class derives from (:llld concribUics rol 1b do\\11 amtudc,, hnurcJ ,·apaC"ily. aJkJ IJ<k .. r 
econom1c po~ition. occup)·ing a vn~.:uum leh a!- gcnl!rnl puhhc "!!Upponl continul' to ham,tnng 
IJ 1b~ molir:uy disacdnco lt>elf rhrou~h ns rho enol >OCI<!) rno,cmenr. in .1 post-IY'I7 ern 
dnisivc role m thc-c'-cnb culrmn:llmg In \ta~ tJf both dechmng local aot.J ant~m3taoo.al 
1 'l92: 2) a Cl\;fjan bureaucrac) in dtSari"J\ los.:s conrribuuon-. He m:om13m< lhJI "only through 
ground to bUSIIlCS>mcn: 3) lnbor UIIWtl' ( great!~ !he finkngc 10 Cl\ il '>O<:Icly ur the dofc!l>C (Of 
limoti!d b)· rhe Anand go,ernmcnq >trugglc for human nghl>. gm"·rc>ol> rolrnc>, and !'<"Pie'' 
focw;: 4) nertllcr lhc pohncal left nor n•hr p3rtocop;monl that mdqx•mlcnl and -.elf-reliant 
prcsenl.s J cf\!d.ibk :thCm.'lll\ c \'biun: and 5) communitte\ can emc1 ge ... Quite a ull nrdcl' for 
rural mo,·cmcm~ focu"i on limned. :o.p~c.1fic an ~merg..:nt. 13.c:nonah7cd "l!ctor 11l lhc fu~.:e ot 
obJeclh<' (blockm1: dam cOn>lnt.:Uon. pn,-,,,ng rhc fore"" oi >O<tulmcrt1a and h'Stal mr.:r-~<. 
for hi!!hcr rummodn> pnc~J r:ltll<"t' rban f<>r Tho: :.ub-rh~me mar the rran:.fonnarion of 
fundarneutJI chang~. soctCI) h:b fuot<bm~ntally di'<lllJ'teu presumably 
~ thb tra.n..::lat..: mto das~-ha:-.ed f'Ohth."-'.' benign .ur:1Ugem-.:nts u 1 the p:-tst ~:arnes 

~Oi !1(1_ Ciirling ar!!ue~ th,ll -pn:' lml5l~ autunr).. ufkkrt00\!:"1 of a histoncal uh.lpta \\hrct tle\'-'f 

mous elemcnb - from mod-k•cl f'<'J-:101\ to c'btcd. Gorlu1g argu~s !hal cariralt>l traos-
authorit3nan burc-.ttu:r:u' ;t.n,.~ losing lht:lr scpa- formntion Oroug_hl a Cbl.log.c to u market 
rnte id ... '1U1tlt-s a:-. Lht.j· ~u...:cumb to th1: tXooumic un~nrurion.thcreby crmHng the trndulooat belief 
atcractioo (and rhc •alu~) olthe o11ddk cJ...,,_- in II~<: o•bli)!allon' ofprop.:ms-d mdl\'kluals. HIS 
bur a middle cia>> pulli!d in m.my directions by ,..,,e 1ha1 propcnocJ mdi\ tdu:th oo lon£cr cany 
ns heu:rogt:ncatv Thl:' tlh er..;ity of \he 1mdJk out their h!...roncal ohligatiun:,. to protect the 
cia-. 31\d liS pcr,pL'CIIvcs, hn,, IR 111m, ptm td<·d poorrs ba.•eJ partly un 1he aticrm,llh of!he 1<193 
imperu' ft><thc comperrng for<:\.-. ol moo..'} po•li- Kad<r 10~ f3clol) tire, "b1ch krlled ll<'Ml~ ~00 
uc~. :md for the cmeJt!eot:e ilf ch il -.ocicl) workcl" Thi! ddetc-nro .. jmp:u.:l of bu;;;.incs.s on 
Cl\,1 socit·t} fin Gnling's fL)mmlauon. n in- the el1\ anmmcn1 is .tls..n cllscu..,.;...:d. \\+ltile such 
ducks profc..-s!toton.JI .... mand,g<.!r&, 3l."ad<!'mtl"" ,md .1Cllon3 mcJiL-atc that busrnt:s-s \lggrcs:_..n:ely 
~t:udtnts. the tnc..-dia. non-g(l' ~t'1'\lnen1 Of'I:JaniL.a- pursue:-. !!ihon-tcnn 1nh .. T~.I ''. ~Jd "'4-"Uc lb:lt ;,t 
nom~. rehgtOU!-1 and cine ;b~iallons. lat.xu·. pattcm of e\ploit:ttitlfl (\f lhe pubHc tn1en:st 
pe-.tiant o~anllcf" aud a\:tiVIsN) 1bcu:-:.c~ on g,oab c mcludmJ.! bul not lirnired H_ll1S hum~m und nmur:t1 
of juSIIC\!, !he ntfe 01 Ia\\ . pror~.;tti>O ol hum:lll f<"ooUn:c') ~tlccb COOIInUII) \\ 11h 11'3UIIJOD3J 
righ1s. <mt.llhc pr~.en i!titlO of the coo\ in,'lnmetlL prachcc-.. not all uf \\ brch ha' e ~-en benign 

Mn.tdle cta .. s humanist' a1u .. ~s uu "'Cnlt: r:<t~n1 tlo\' C:' cr. man~ hu~.;inc..·s...(qnen in the Nonh 
tn :tppo,jh()n tC'I lh\.' Jdtic\\!mcm on~:nt:mon cart) t"lUl .. traduwnal ohhkrattons .. b) f)J)tng 
cbara<tcrizing !he m1ddle da<> m •R' brwdl~ ), mc:d1<:al and 13m II) eX('<'fh<'>Oiuod.ers onfectL'd 
bavong Ill'""" rru: 10 cl\il "'"':icl~ """"'""" ollC b} the HI\ nrus. cJe,pir~ the ab~nce of 
brtght spot on Gulwg ·... pol1tk n I map of go' emnt~:nt LLX mccm.ivc~ for such nctlon:-.. 1 

Thailand. Hi< dt>cu,>~on of ct\il <nc1<t~ .md tile Borh ht><urocall~ and toda), rhc wdi-hl-<lo 
'IGO mm cmenr IS SOIJle\\ "-'' limtled. >hlk>Ugh unckna~• nrulnplc! rol.:- and b.:ha' rors. fmm 
the dJ\'Cr'lf~ w1th1n the mO\ l!'O"k.'nl is admnu:dly bcmgn patrOn ll' un5crupulow,. cxploncr 
difficuh 10 C"aplure on a ,:mgk chapter of a brid The rruci;tl P<'int os rhat tbplle 1ukmg on 
re\ iC\\ ~0 mcnllOtl l!'o madt:, l~lr l::id.mpJ.:. tlf (!'tQOlC of) the tr11ppings ut a modem .)Ute. Th'li· 
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shif1s in lha1 sot·.u:ty. Drawing onlhc work ofn 
number of others. he concludes that ~~c middle 
d ass (·.dth i t~ values nfpmgm;u-ism. marcttalism. 
and indi\•iduahsrn ) dnvcs not only tltc economy. 
hut :~lso sociel}' alld politics. J'hrcc decade< of 
cconmnk dtvclopmcm rncil it.11cd the emergence 
of ~he miJllJ..: cla!>S as a force of vinual equality 
(if 1101 supt-riorlry) \ViiJt 1J1.: military and civi l 
hurt.~aucrncy in pow..: r iHH.J ~stccm. Thi!> 
unprt:t:l'tll·nttd import:mce ofThailand 's middle 
.;lnss denvc!> from (and ~ontrihutcs t()) its 
ccon0mic position. occ.upymg ct vat:uum lci1 as 
I) the mili1:uy d1scrcdilcd itself dtrough its 
divJsive rot(! in the t:\·cms culminating In ,\1ay 
l992: 2) a c1vilian bur(!am:rat)' m Uisarr.Jy losts 
gn)und to businessmen; 3) labor unions (_greatly 
Jimit.cd by th~ Anand gov~rnmcnt) :amggle for 
i'ocns; ~) neilher lhc· poli tic·•! k l\ nor righl 
prcscnL'i a credible nlternmi\'e vision: <5ncl 5) 
ruml muvcmcnl:-; focus nn limit~d. spc-:inc 
objecti\C~ (blo~king dam con.slnlction. pressing 
for higher commodiry pti<:es} rather than tOr 
fumlamcn1:.11 change. 

Doc:) dus tnm~lati.' mlO c ht~s .. hascd pol it ics·.J 
f'\(11 so. G1rling argues that "prev10Hsly autono· 
mous c lement:; from mid-level pcasanls tu 

authontarian burcaucral.s· ·arQ losing 1 hci r sep~l­
rate illcmities as th;;y SULX;urnb ttl tltl.' economic 

atlr~lction tnnd the values) o( th;; middle da~s ... 
bu1 a m1ddk cia>< rulkd in mnny dircc1ions by 
ils hd<·rugcneity. The diversity of the middle 
cJass ~nd its perspectiv~~. ha:-., in tum, prm illcd 
Lmpctus for I he compcdng fOrces of mow:y poll­
tit::-. iJru..l l<>r tlic- l.'mcrgcncc of civil society. 
Civil SOCI('t)' (ill Uirhng's l{mnulation, 11 In­

cludes profes~aon:1.ls. manag~rs. acadcmH.:!> and 
studcnl'i. lh!.! mt:di::t. non-government o rg:iJliza­
lion~. I'Chgious and C1vic <5ssoc!<.~tions. lahor. 
PL'aSi111t org;tniL'Ci'' cmd th..:ttvis(5-l f~cus<.:S on goal~ 

o r j u Sll \.'1.!1 the nJlc Clf lmv, protection of human 
rights . nnJ lh..: prcs..:rvatiun ot' 1h~: cnvironmenL 

\t1 iddlc c h't$S hummli5t vulul·~ (to sum'-' cxtl:-nl 
in .1pposition to 1he nchie\'Cill('fH orientation 
tharacr~riLing the middle clas~ more hroadly), 
having giv..:n rist> lu ...:ivil sudety. S{.'~:ms lhc one 
hrigh1 spn1 on Girling's polit1cal map of 
Thai land. Hts d1scussion of civil soctety and the 
!'\GO movcmcJU ~::. som~what hmHI.'d. although 
Lhc divcrsuy within •he movement IS admith.:dly 
dtffic-uh to t':lptun.: in a single chilptcr or n brief 
review Nu mention lS made, fOr t•xamplc, of 

the early 1990's rcsenlcrnem program (koh clra 
goh ). o r Lhc rights movement. or of I he role of 
NGOs in shaping the t!gcnda of government. 
This agenda-shaping rule became especially 
prominent in 1he dcvclopmenl of Thailaud's 
J: ighth National Economic and Social Develop­
mem P l ~ll and 1bc Jr•fting uf the 1997 
C'onsl-itulion.lhus thd 1· exclusion from Girliug·s 
work i~ undcrs1:md:1hle. The weaknesses of 
NliOs ( lack of <uordinat inn. factionalism. top­
down annudcs. hmit..:d t:\ipm.:ily~ and lack of 
genera.! public suppon) connnue to hams1r1ng 
th!! Civil soc.::~ety movcrncm. in a pOSI- 1997 era 
of both decl ining local 3ud m tl.!rnationul 
con1rihulions. He rnaintains that "only thl'ough 
thl~ linkug..: in t:ivil society flf the defense {Of 
hUHli'tll l'ights. gnu.s-ruOL-. politicS, and p~oplc's 
panicipntiou\ thnr independenl aud scli'-rdianl 
communilit·s ~:an emerge ... Quite., wll f ll'dcr r<>r 
all 1.:-lllSI"g_L~llt. nlt'liunalil.L~d ~C\.'IOT in the face Of 
ihe forces of socta1 ine-.nm and vcstl·d inl~:rcsts. 

The :mb·d1.eme 1hat the transformalton of 
soc.::u.:.ty has fundam~:m.allydi.smpled presumably 
benign arrangemems or the past currie~ 
undci10ncs or a histo1·ical utopia wturh never 
<'XISt'-·d. Girling. argue-s thai cnp1ta list trnns­
fonn:ttwn brought a t•hangc to a market 
oriemation.thereby eroding the lrddilional belie I' 
in the \>bligmion' of pro pen icd i-ndividuals. II is 
{'asc that propcrllt t..l inJ i\'uJual.s no long<.;r t'arr:y 
om th~ir histonc~LI ~.1b ligatium. tu protect lh~: 

poor is hascd parrly '" ' 1he aftennalh Mth< 1'193 
Kador wy factory li re. which killed nearly !00 
workers. Th"~ dcl-.!tL·ru.ms nnpacl ofhusint:s!' on 
the envm:mtnem ts also d1scussed. \Vh1k such 
actiOiiS mdicmc that busmcss aggn;!SSt\'l!ly 
pursui!S short-tt:rm mt<.-rt!':o~ts, I would argue I hal :' 
p:mcrn nf ..::'-:ploilHtion of the pubhc.: interest 
(including hal not limited £0 its hum:m:md nnruraJ 
resourc"·s) rc llt:t·ts <.:Qnlinuity with tradit ion..-.1 
prnclic-c.;:, IK•Iull t\f\vhich hav'-' b~en bt.:uign. 

Howc,·cr. 1nany busine-ssmen in 1he t'onh 
carry oul "tmditional ohligalion~" hy pay ing 
medkHI and HHlllly I.'.Xpcn'SCS of workers lnfl.'ctt:d 
by the HIV vin1s, despite the absence of' 
govcmmL·.m lax mccnth·es lOr such ~~cttons. 1 

Bollt lusiOr~eally ond today. 1he wcll·to-do 
undcnakl! mu hiplc rolt>s and bchcn·1ors. rrom 
bc111gn putron to unscmpulm.J' exploi te1·. 

The Cl'ut iul po1nl JS thal ~.k·:.p ite takmg on 
(>ome ol) the tr~ppings ora modem Slate. Thai-

.hmrnul oj rlw ,<;lrm: Sod~·n· 89 I & 1 (:?(10 I ) 



l:md Sfill toleJ'alC::. what might be otherwise char­
aGtcrizcd as feudal b~havior. Gl'OW111g public 
concen1 with hum~m rights and the environment 
(and appi'Opnatc li:,gJslaHon notwjLhslandjngJ has 
not prevemed abuses. of tJte public mltrC"SL ·n ,csc 
appc.u to conlinuc through bure:.tucrunc mcom­
petence and hidJen (and wd 1-grc:"cd) hand­
shakes between businc~s and govL·mmi.!nt. 
Girting nut<:-' that numerous tTlctodcs were lbund 
iu violmlon uf saJCly codes, n ~itu:uion \Vhich 
coltl inu«.l well into the latL' 1990,.' The pro­
business nnitude of 1he prt"scrH Ta~sm govt.•m .. 
mcnt gi\'~o:s one Ji11le re:,1son to believe liwt lhls 
has fuuclatih;ntally changL'd. 

The middle dass, he argues. has appropriate<.! 
the role of patron from ihe declining arlstot·mcy 
and burt.•t.~ucracy. Mosl of 1he li1eratu re on 
pal ron-client relations in Thailand suggests that 
the middle clnss hos long p~rformcJ the patron 
ruk. \~/hat has changed most tlrn.mati.;ally i.:;; the 
direct i uvolvcme.nt or muJdle~cla."i" businessmen 
in local :md I~Hiunal politks: \\hile earlier 
generation::; of (u:,uall) Chine:::c) bu::.in.:s!>ml:n 
ofl(.·n playcU abl'hmcl~the scenes h;:md in poliucs, 
1hei1· oiTspring (who more tho rough ly identify 
lhcmsol vcs as Thai, .lthouglt J'h:ulanJ ha< 
rl·ccntly b~gun to deal more openly wnh the 
eXl{'[ll or Chmcsc roots and roles in SOCICty ) 

f;1cc no legal or Olhn .consLmints in playing 
pt)litic:-; quite npenly. 

(iirling discusses the range or busi nes::~­
pol itical rdalions sut·d nl'tly. His <.liscu.,sion nf 
tJ1c trarling of power for weahh-:l~ bmL':.tunats 
t1CL'.<.:pt pos itior\s on the bOHd::o or privati! 
compJntCS·<~nd trad ing. wca llh fo r po,ver 
CHpmrcs the challenge uf muncy politic~. both 
of which cominue unabawd. Pc.-1ht1p:.o: h~: t:l>uld 
have :;tr(.·sscti what some commcnHltors·· \·iew 
as the dcle1.cnous nnpat! of ' 'acaung the Jomt 
Public-Privat:.! Sector Consultative CommiHL'e. 
The rt.•.:ml t is a l ~1llhack to individu,~l contacts 
~-t 1 1d lobbyi11g fhvonng specific tim1s, r:uher [h<ln 
rt~velol'mem of policies that lt:vt:l the pluying 
11L'1LI for all hu.;inc:-:scl' in a l'cctOI 

rhc Jiscuss.ion o f thl! in tertwinin g of 
businc.ss and govL'mmcnl reminds me nr the 
rcspom;t: l(l a ~llii!Stiou reg~1rding the di~tiJtclion 

bclwccn go vernment. bus iness a nd drug 
traflicker::. 111 Tlmil:.tnd. A go,·cmmem inves­
tigator replied. "1l1cy are the sault· mth-..·itluals.·· 
lltis tangled web of intercs~s rebusulCSS anJ 
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g<"~Vernment . k:gal and illegal represents H 

contmuing ~:·hallcngc to Thniland. The l997 
Cousuttnjou ~mh:d tu ~Udrcss Lhis challenge 
through con nicl of interest provisions and 
sLri.!ngthcmng of coumer-corn1ption measures 
reprovision~ wJtic-h art: under threat of undoing 
nllh~ hands ofth~ l'hai IU1k Tha1 parli:unenwry 
majorily . 

(iirling'" use nf qun1es in charac1crizing 
Thaihmtfs ti sc~l a:ml moncl:.try pnlicil:s n~ 
"responsible'' srems pre~c icnt :.cbis u~agc 

n:lmes. however. tfl his concenlthat technotiJtk 
gu idance ha:.. promoted exports. bUl not 
democracy. In luuds1ghL ptrlu!ps the world 
should hnve been more cautious in applauding 
Lhc ct·onomic pohcy 1cchnocrats on 1cchnical 
gJ·ounds as wdl. 

Treatl}lent of Ll\c legal S)lStem J!lo limitt:Ll to 
brit·fcornmcnu;nn a laws11il r~gninst fol'lnetPrime 
i\•1 iniStc:r Anand Pan,·arnchun This i" reun:nable. 
ghen hls l1XtCn~iv~ lrcatm..:nt of a n~mbcr nf 
other player$. tlllll thC' tmpwrmncc or ;:,trt:ngthc:niog 
Lhc rule oflaw and ensuring 1batthe coun system 
dc!lvt.·r~ ju~t tmd expeditious dccisirm~. 

The imporHnKc of tmprovmg -t:dw.:atmn :md 
!"kills traming IS ev..:-n more relev.am 10day than 
whcu G1rling wrote~ sadly. 1l1ailnnd 's cffons to 
reform education appear to be foundering. 

Th"iland's development. Girl111g concludes, 
tarL'S the twin shadows ofth~ s(lcial c-ost ofmpid 
indu.s lri t.~ltzatiun, ancl tbc partldox thill an 
en li~?htcned teclmo,·rac) may be more copablc 
of .;(lcial reiOnn thnn an decl~d ,go' crnntcnt. 
Hall' a Jt:tadL·on, those shadows remain Despite 
dte economic crisi~~ the- 1997 Constitution. 
se,·eral poliucal fi rm (first dccicd Scnot<'. lirsl 
ovcrwhcl mmg majority :511ppo11 for a single pa11}' 
in pa.rliament). liirl1ng · s analys1s of the dynam1cs 
influencin-g Tha iland's development rcmams 
relevant~ a us('fu 1 tWcrvicw of C\ \!iUS up to mld­
dccaJ L' .. ami ulbrgcr. L'Onlinuingsncial rlynamic$. 
Ne\\'c<1mers 10 tlto iidd ul' l'lm poli 1 ics may 
wi;o;h lOr grcmcr explanation a1 some points. as 
lht monograph :tppears to be wrinen fOr those 
lllntiht~r wiLh th ~,; t:\ cn~s and personalities. The 
lihend usc of 1\.:fCl'c;; I)\:~!L illany in English. 
p rovides a gt~~de 10 mher works l'or those 
iUl(.:fC~ltd in lli.!vclopmg 3 deeper unde~tanding 
of lhc Jlil110n's p~>htt<:al ancl dt.·vdopmL'nl. 

Gary Suwnnnnr::u 
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~urrcndercd or made a \.""Ca!loefirc JJ:!rc!"em~nl \\ ith 
th~: military regime. 

In tl1c hhaorical 'Cction. llmtun puL., the 
101nl Koren poptdation at 2.5 mt llion. but a more 
.tccurmc ligure would b~ as much n~ a miiiJOn 
higher. Historian Man in S1111lh sttJtc:o: in Rum1a: 
ln<to rg~n.:y unJ the Pol iuc~ of l.:tlullclly (Zed 
R(loks. lt)99) tbat mo!'lt n\!utrnl obscr\'t:rs 
esumatc the number of Kun.:n in Bum1:t to be 
bet~ \."ell three and four milhon . .r\cconhng to 
Th,ll j!OWnuncnt >Llllslle< from I C)C)7. there an: 
about 350.000 Karen in llt•oland, excluding 
K:m:n n .. ·tUgcc~ :md migrnnt \\Orkcrs who hfl\'C 
rcccmly comt:" from Buml.t. 

In "onclu$ion. Oldest Brotln•r ·, StUty 
pr~wi<ks a much appr~ca:.HcLI :ttJduion to the 
IIICI':\IlU't" m English fill th~ "~tn.:u. U'i il brings 
Kun.•n \·oaces to lifc .ami oltt,.:r' a window mto 
the Karen world new l h1> book woll surely I>~ 
COIO)"ed b) academics. ~1ur.h:nh . .tml g~ncral 
rc~ders alike and 1> on.: that I think IIIO£t Karen 
thc . .-m~h~s wOuld feel rcprc~cms them \\ ith 
;.f)\.~t1un and nci:urncy. 

Cht i:-.lina Fink 

----------~·~-----------

KJ~ian Tcjapira 
CommmiiJ.nng \larr.ism lite: 1-onnaum: or 
\fodt>m fhm Rad1cal Colitur• 1'1!"-JIJj,~ 

Kyooo: Kyoto Uou,ersoty Pre" .ond \lelooume 
l r .tlh P.tci lk Prc,s. 200 I 

I t~ar ft>r the future ul" ohi< louie red boo~. 
M ~u·.xism -C(ln"'lmun ism hu:, been tkl'idcd hy Thai 
cl itcs, ctJtno~natinna list~. ,uuJ ~0\ cmmL·nts nf 
~II :-.tripe as alien and unsui tahlc 10 the coumt; 's 
hbtor)' .:md traditions For thc.·~c rc:1o;ons it h.a~ 
rece1\cd ln.~utllcienr nltenuon 41"' a toptc of 
.. cnou;; res~a.rch m ThaJ ... cuthc~ Throughout 
lhc pcnod CO\'ered ut tlu~ book other matters 
h:l\C C3ptun:d the auenuon of "XIJI scicnsl~ts. 
These onclude the md of the nb-olute monarchy. 
the Me of militarism. World Wnr II nod the 
J:lp:HH.'S<.' Occupation. nuJ th..: fllUgh·and-rcady 
pulilic> of the po" ·war ern \llltoll'icl<l Marshal 
Sum rnuted !tis nval~ 6.1ml hlOk COni i'OI in 1958. 

What inoerests could pu"obl> he served by 
re\ l!litlng the 19:;.0!'; "hi!O Mar\~:.o.m·Com­
muni~m was douunat\.-d by the /tHIAJm. Thab of 

Chinese ancc!ttl). and tbcrr Vietnamese and 
Chmc'c comrades who \\ er~ preoccupied with 
anco-unperoul :ond ami -colonoal ; trugglcs 
else" her~ m the n:g1c.m'! V.'hal JS so compelling 
• bllul the feuds and f.1c tions as ohc People's 
Party str\l~glcd wtth itS Lntemaltcnstot's hcl\Vcl.ln 

Pridt Phanonlyong ·~ Sllciul democn~C)'' and I· at:ld 
Ma"hul rl ack l'hibunsongkhram.' ri~htist 
authont~ri.tnt,m'! \\'h} should un~ c.:arc about 
the polot"' and tinance< of tbree p<rolldical; 
tfom th~ late l1'4th and \.'3.Tiy I Q;'G-.>, tk..wrthclrll. 

1\anwutdiiJ! • • lnd ,\lalwdwn. the wcc:U) 
he" >PJP<"~" t~f oh,· romnmnist l'arty o1 l haol~nd 
(C'l'T)'' 11". from the outset. Marxhm·Com· 
muni.sm could dai ll1 fCw adherents and wns 
dJS iim:ttvc ror its fniiUJ'C rather thul'l l iS 

arht~vcm~nts. why. to tL<s~ one or th~ ~tuthur" s 
typocally crosp loronulmoons. so much ad<' ~bout 
flO ~01:11.1h"'t''? 

1 h~ shun ~nswcr to these OOilll)h;\ \.IU~':'\Iitub, 

argu'"' Or t\.a...,tan T cjapira of Thanuna~al 
Uno\CNt) ·, Facull) ofl'oliucitl Sci~ncc, "th~t 
dH." Spc~.·1n: ,,1 Communtsnt L' ~till hau111mg U"" 
nnd thnl \\ c mu~t \.'ont inue h1 read and study thi~ 
rost .. commuui st ghost stor~r 1f we ore to 
undcr:-.tm'ld nurscl\'es. MarXJSin-Cmnmunu•m put 
~n tndcl sblc mark on Tha1land's mod~1·n htstory 
fnr neitrly the d~cades by fOrcing mutnstr\!aJn 
pohucal cuhur~ 10 confront tt m u myriad of 
ways. Some of the most crealhe mtnd.) of 1hc1r 
g-:n-:raU()n bent thc1r imetlects h' inli>Ortmg 
~1arxt,rn·Communh.m.. adaprmg 11 fur the local 
mark~t. Jnd then reproducing. dostnbuting. Jnd 
promoung tt as .t Thai commodi t} R:nh~r thun 
simply nnrmting l l ll" history or the \nmmuni:,t 
Purly ut' 1' hailund, Or Kasitul louk~ at the 
cul tund f(,:~Lim where Marxtsc -CotnniUil l!'lt 
thinkers promoted tht.•Jr wares as lhcy cnr:nged 
m a brUI,mg and someruues deadly war of 
posmon "11hm ruling elites 

\\"hole other s.:holars have wntured tO tell 
part> of thi, <~nry before. Ur. Ka,oan ha< 
e\ceeded tho>c earlier effons with hi' cmpath), 
and rc-.ourccfuhtcs,. He has r.m.;ackcd MC'ht' e-s 
and lobraroc< to trac~ down liulc-known 
publieati""'· oncluding de funct pu liti cul 
magaltUc~ which cnj~)ycct (lnly a brief hl"e m 
pnnl hdbrc D~ing clos~d down by the authorilics 
or the ~riuy rcalitit!s of the marketplace. For 
insight> onto the pohtoc< behond Field M~rshal 
Ph1hun'' eotlp on I ').1 I he has used the toRIIIj!htl) 
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'lamnul) oi political c'cnh prepared b) lh<.· 
,\mcrican Fmbassy Ul Uangkok ~or a he hu.,oncss 
dcaails ul'puhlicJOion' frnmlh~ I '1411' and ·sus 
h..: h:hCCHt3uhed documcnb in the That Mutistry 
ui' Commerce. and he I~>" r~ad unpublished 
ducaoml ahcscs in Thai nnd l:ngl"h· For his 
cxctm .. IOrl!oo tnto ·'rhyming f\lnt"\tsm.'' a m~dtum 

c\ploucd b: the artlul ;\cuvi'" ui'ahc period. he 
lu.1' \·cntured into po~tr) \IOU wng. 1-tc has 
mtcn. tC\\~xl key figures of the p~rtod lumsdf or 
m;•de us:e of mh.'r'"tcw' h) other "'tud~nh of the: 
tnrk. 

Familt:tr stories are 10\c:.-.h:d wuh new 
mc;mmg m thb. bnok, a.' r>t ~:hian dl.'my· 
lholof\iZCi hiswrioal .1c1ors ucros~ 1hc polilical 
:lru.:~;trum. In ··unamk\tru: ... \n A:-.inlk Wonder· 
land ," a satmca1 ctenuncultJOH u l !.OCIUii srn 
likcninl' it 10 1hc uwpian world oi' the \1cnaya 
Buddha ... Phra Sn Ar>a:· lhc "''h Bongkok 
kmg m 191 ~ inadvencntl) hclp..'11 lu Thoi-il)· 
:u\d n;.uunlliLc tfh: alien td~nlol!)' b) dolhmg 1t 

'" TIIili idiom ., h< lif\h and ""h k111gs boab 
humcd 10 proscribe cunlmwu~m hctOre ic had 
.:u:tu.lll) ..:n l .:rcd lh\! ~.:oun l r~. I \ ..:n Pndi 
r'hanomyong dnd hi~ ~uppnrtcr'i do 1101 c~.;,·ap~..· 

lhc nulhor's scrutiny. Aller WmiJ Wnr II Pridi 
Jnd lhc Free Thai politH.'J~\11~ wen.: uhugcthcr 
loO<.:U')ttalm thc1r tn.:atment oft he Mmy. k~epmg 
10 themselves modem "··capon' gi,~n to them 
b~ the Amencans. whale Chl! 'atmn~11 Anny 
made do "1lh old ond obsolctt arm •. thu.< 
humihating the m~utuuon and cncour3g.ing it to 

l3kc revenge. Imbued w11h ""·" Dr K"'ian 
call!o. "cthmc inrcr,,:lle nnttonallsn'l ... a variety 
oi" peop le aflcr the wor. lllCiuding I hai 
communis1s. poluical innw.:~:nt:-., r•rponunis1ic 
lth,:n.:t.·nclric.l). and p~lll · l'h:.dsl~. w1:rc mspired to 
~c."' to the .1id orlndochines~ 0:\IIOtlftlhh lightmg 
t~gainst the Frem.:b ami Am~r1ct1n 1mpcriah.sts. 
In 1941>, JUSl before a he on,cl of the Cold \\'ar 
\\ luch soon pu.'Sh Thai go,·crnnk.:nb mto a \'(:ry 
dufCrcm poMun:. t·o,cn Tha1 mili1ary coopera­
tion :1n,t ~upp1ies ''ere c-xtt .. ·O<J~.--d tu the n:uion:t1ist 
mo,·cmcnts in Carnbodin and Ltl()~. And m the 
tradition uf .. politics make., \tltmg~ hcJfclluws.·· 
mo.;t Thai leftist~ and om.: mlluc-ntinl wing of 
the: Thai communist n\0\'t:::IIH.:nt wen: t~tken in 
by Field Marshal Sarit Thi!ll(lrlll "' a r;~lriouc 
nnd ,lcmocrattt mihutr) commander, C\ en 
1lwugh he would put man) ol lh<."<c people an 
Jail lollowing h1< secood C\>Up 111 I <)58. 

Such a gnnd lmok inentably >tnnulal~' 
tOpiC> lt>r further ,tudy. and atior readiOf 1h1s 
one I ~ec SC\'~f:ll pHlJC:Ct-:-. that ;J Jh:w gcncr~u1on 
of' n.:~t.:tJrchcr~ mt,ght pursue. I he })anltbfm 

(Special Uranch t, whose liaeral H~nslauon 
''l'cace Force'" bl!hes its role m. the poliucnl 
policeman U( lht: post-w:tr p!.!riod. tlc:_..Cr\ C' IU 

be bcucr untkNO•><I. The prioritic>. lruimng. 
and 1nctit.:s ut 'urvdllancc emp1o~cd h~ lh~ 

Sonul>an '"'"'"be dtl)imlt IU n">Cali:h. 1>111 '<>me 
hrnL' uf "hal '" look for and" her~ lu looL may 
be found 111 Dr. !-:asian's Slud~. \nothcr topic 
·wonh) ~)f fn:sh r.::--.=an:h t!'o the reloHt\"'n,h tp 
bet" ccn )'.lar\1'111 and UuddhL>m. In addiuonlt> 
Sawak Buruwa~. a Brilish-tr~unc:d nuntng 
cngin~o'l.!l' who ~aught Ruddhha ph iJo-;ophy nnd 
con1ribu1cd 10 $upha :lnd Chinda Sirunaudt\nd'< 
monthly m:1~n.1ine. t~·~unuw1. nmn~ oth~r 

\\tHe~ ..&nd t.:"''ayi ... t.-.. "Orne \\ earing the yciiU\\ 

wht.- amJ \\lint! nuL ''ere intrigu~d hy the 
rclauon'\htp and ~~ t~boul tr)'tng tn umkf'I.Uld 
tL Inc~''''"£ ~ludic' 1he topic of \1arxhm .md 
Buddhi>lll "almthl reduced 10 a simple lllJICh· 

up of idi!OIOglc.'~ anJ a long li!o.t nf n:a:-.on' Wh) 
Mani~m cC'Iuld OI!\·Ct ' lil • 1h..: 111a1 ~:asc. which 
lmtJ iy Jt1c.< JUSIIcc lo what Tiw 1 writers omllllly 
snid 

It jo.; ~IUth! ch!ar from Or. Kastan·~ :-.tud)'. anti 
on lhi~ plllnt u doe(\ not differ from pre' tou-. 
scholarslup. th.u \ larxi.;;m-rommuni-.m '' ,. .. an 
url>an phcnumenon, -aodtcd ;md prnpat;;llcd b) 
urhJn mtdlcctuab who exploth:d ab po\\'CI"'\ of 
;:mal)::tt' lu confront authori~ari;m rule in 1hc 
period 1947- 1957. Bu1 \\hal ahmn rur~l 
Th:nl:u1cl? I he secure bn.sc, cswhlL<hecl hy 1 he 
ConutlU111 ... 1 rnrty orThailand lU the cuuntryMdc 
fo11owiug 1h Jcclurnunn of rcvoluuon 1n l•}fl5 
and c'pe~mlly following lh~ lhght or pcnplc 
from a he c111c< afacr a he coup uf b Odober l 97~ 
dest!r\..: .a IIi!\\ inh:rpr~tmion 1h.11 rmght ch.mgc 
the cnn\i!llUUtl;.tl p1l!turc ufManism m Th:tiland 
~on I~ an urO;m phenomenoJL 

f·n1all}. ""''"could be <aid about the tlwught· 
wolld uf the /cwk,m cammuni't~ :tnd their 
jmrllccllutl hen·:,. Dt. Ka:twn'.., book rcl.sh:., the 
IIHl'rnUliUIM I afli liatiOIF~ or thl.!' ~UI1Urc brukcr~. 

a he liuancial tlikmmas 1ha1 pl~gued a he m~gatine 
editor"';\$ they publbhcd cnuquc~ ot' c~tpunliqn 
'" a cap11.d.-1 marketplace. aw.l the rol111cal 
condillOfh of existence lhey confronted ~~~ the 
rulmg {:fOUJ)) ~trugglcd lOr supn:mac} There II\, 
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by contrw;t. nol quite enough hen: about \ \.'h ;n 

~~e culture brokers actually lhouglu and aspired 
10. Modem Thai rodical culrure wo< a wnrld· 
view undcrpinnc:d by logic . rca~on:-. umJ th~: 

imaginit'lg of n better world. h was nol {)Il l ~_, a 
domain of politicnl nclion. Perhaps nnw that we 
understand beHcr how that donwm \ 'llls cn:atcd 
;md !\usta m-.:d. as w<.~tl E•S dom inated and 
ta>n~tramed. we can look ngain at the proli lic 
works lht.! cuhm~ hrokcrs c reated. 

\Vhat is Jc rL? Thi~ mulu~dm~<.·nsiorHl1 qu~s­

tion tbm heads the last chapter opermes on 
!<IC.\~~ra l h.:vcl-;. Of panicuinr t nhm~'$L ;-;wha t it 
mcanLIO he lcflisl in the country·~ -:ulturJ.I wars. 
Early in the periou the /uukjin communiS< 
br<.>ke1·cd the id~as and aspiralions or Chinese. 
Russian and Eumpt=an thinkc:rs aspiring 10 world 
rc\'olutton. Latl' in Lhc pl'TJOd 'lcti' meant defy­
mg. the 1niJirary rcprcsston supporled by 
Americ;.m pol icy in the rcgwn. Throughuul Lh..: 
period the leftists WL'n: beset b)' dt h.~mmas dis­
tiiiL'J in Ur. KaSimt's bovk as lcgal i1y versus 
ntilimncy. business \·ero;us ick:o(\')gy, commua 
ni ty \'en;us confh ct. und pl ur3lity versus 
monopol~· · 

I h~re '' abo the question of what rcmam> 
today. whm is left of lhe movement :-.-tnC:L' the 
C'PT lonnally disbandc<llwclllY yc<n'> <~go. The 
ract that the revolution in Thai l:.md ncn:~r 
mumphed should nor mtslcacl us mto thmkmg 
that the impacL of Marxism-Commumsm on 
Tha!laml end~d wllh 1hc amn~SI)' of 19RO and 
the final neutralizmion or the Party in 1984. 
1-lcre [)r. Kas imr is unL'4Li lVUL'al. arguing 1hat 
1hc radical mass 1110\'emcnts of the l<l?Os and 
the rok of public in1ellectual' in Thailand today 
urc un imaginnh lc and im:ompn:hcn:-.i v~o: \\ tthoul 
:m umk:r.n:mding of lh<.1 hblor} he un fold' in 
thts volume, 

T he hook i~ bc:nni rully written wHh verve 
and a playfu l w il thcu brings tO li fe 1hc ir('lnics 
und dilemmas in which the lookjliJ comnmnis l!i 
and the Marx is1 •ntc lhx.tua ls ofte n found 
thcmscln.·~. The tn\'tnuvcncss of Dr. Kuslau's 
writing may stem from the f.'lcL lh:H :.c 1s nol a 
mu ivc -;pcakt::r of English and ha:-. thus b..:cn 
freed rrom the gcnn·~ ami slylcs in which na ti ve 
spcakt·_r:-. iu English-'i<pe<~king educational culture 
~"~ dri ll ed. Publi< al ion • dcta<lc after ht 
compltll'll th..: tluctoral dbscna1ion nt C<'~rnel l 

Univ ~.:-rsity und~1· rhe supervision ar RL'.nedkt 

t\Jtdt!rsou and Susan Buck-Morss reminds us 
th:n excellent schLllarship dnc!i not come quickly, 
nr ehe,1ply. Tltis t:ompl~' r~search projec1 hud 
many patrons. nmong them Cen1<r fvr Southeast 
A~i::u1 Studies ut Kyoto Un iversity, which must 
be cong ratulated nl'lt only for publish ing 
CommmJijj•ing t\1m:riJm bUI nlso for providing 
generous wriu ng spells 10 enable lhc author lO 
craft chts g\:m u r a book. 

Crnlg .1. Reynolds 

Pinkaew Laungamm:-;ri 
Redefining Nature: Karen J:.'c:v/Qginll lv~r;n•/­
edge ami the CJwllt!trgt' ro the ,\/mlern 
Conserran'au Parndfgm. Chcnnai. Jndia : Earth~ 

wom1 Books, for lhc Rt:gtonal Cente r for So~,;.ia I 
Srtcncc and SustHmablc Development. Chiang­
mai Cni,·ersily. 2001. 

ln r..:..:cnl yl~:.u:.., rcgu lauun concc1'ning lend 
us~ anJ nature conservalion hnl'l broughl 
T11ailand··" t:ihnic m i110rity highl:mdcr~ into Lhc 
national nicuia s1lotlighL. Cah1paig11S ltl diuti­
r'latt ~waddeu ( ra;) farming tn the name ~lf 

wah!rshed protection howe just ified the rcseule~ 
mcm or man}' dllagcs. At 1hc :\am..: tim~. 
sympalheuc acttvisl~ h;we aucmrued to lend 
1he1r support to villagers f~tcing edctton and 
org::mt7ations such a!' lllc Ntu1hL·m h.tnncr~ ~l't· 

wo rk IHt\' l' Lrtt!d co cou nter the offic1a l 
clas.si1ic;.Hioo of upJnnd terrain in ways thal migh1 
bcnttit the incrc:t.;.ingly jeopardized fum1ing 
populmwns.. ALl lting the issues a1 st&kl· are lhc 
oflkial recognitio·n of erhnic minorit)' highl:md 
fam1N:., and the Jargcr one uf wht.:tlu:r nature 
C<!n Onl}t be: ~u:.. taJncJ if it 1~ L'Ordoncd orf from 
habi1a1iou aud livelihood. 

Pinkae\\ Lnung:trarnsri' ::; book i~ a bQid nta 
t<:mpl lU d1..~ar ~OrflL~ Of l ht: ht)'LT). of ('Oil fUSIOll 

and mtsulfonnnuon from the quesuons SUITound­
mg the future of htghland f::mmng populauons 
in northern Thailand. A s-igmii.cant ponion of 
her 'vorl concerns a na)yzing the key concepts 
that in ll ucncc Lhc wny these is~ucs nre under­
~toml. Uiscuss..:c.L ami at·Lcli upon in Tlmi sot:iL'ty. 
'l h~ bo:~~it roncepts revolve around unders la nd ­
ing::t of natur~. ~.:onst:r.'ution. and highlander 
idcnl.ily . ln C\'c.ryda)' discour:-.<.·. thl· noliun uf 
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c/um J..Jruu r·mountam pCtl-J')h.:"') j, CJUrencbed 
in image-s ,,r national problcm:o.. m panicul::~r the 
i~ca that lughlanders· f:101)11lg pr:tCilcc: ... arc in· 
hcre:ml y de.s.tructl\ c nf th~.! cnvircu\llH~nL 

c.·onfrmu ing this issue. the aulhor \l llCrs n set of 
h1"10nc~ that !\how how I he ~,.fom iuant im~1gc (lr 

t'hoo J..hao nml pn.:\'aknt und~r't~l ltd i ngs uf Lhc 
c-n\ inmmcnt ~hare ro<Jb iu a nmton building 
pr<lJeCl that syst<nncall) underprmlcgcd and 
delt~lli1111Lcd t.-thmc mmonl) pr.ICtiCt.-s ofllvt:· 
hhC't1\1 5ome or lin:-; h1'1nl") concerns the 
profC,"ionah7ation ol the Furc ... try Oi:panmem 
and thc-ir Amcrican-bon-u\\t.:d 1dc:J. uf n.uional 
J'lilrl-. ... ;H de' oiLI ~Jfpcuph: m: 1km~ .1 h\'mg in lltl.! 
~1rcu. F.~,.Jually peniuerH. the- 1l1Cil ol' t ·hem k/um i.l:­
(1 pn.lhlcm and d1c ncgal it•c- \ il.!\\ \ )f uphind dry 
rkc funning .m,; rJLhcr n:ccnt notiou:-., Into tlu: 
twcmicch cenrul'). Kan:n pcuplc, nticn haU rt:­
IJtton., with Jo,•.:land author•llc-.. ~1nd h1ghlander 
fanumg prucucc.:- wt:rc nflt \ IC\\cd a-. a threat to 
I he CO\ lfOnmcnt. lh.c JUC\ IOU~i 001101\'3 or cJUtfJ 

pa r ·tore<r peOple""} and or ohc li><<!'ocd high­
l.uul .. d!'o pa tliPuan ( .. fore.)tCd "!ldcmcss·'\ not 

only dif1Cr from Lhc contcmpcu.uy nullon~ of 
'luwl..luw nml tlmmmm hat{ .. n:ttlll'e"), I hey wer~ 

crnhctl~e!l in n very diffcr<lll scl of odens .1bou1 
""OI.'i:ll li l"c. clbnic identily. ~111d rclatiLms witl1 
1hc eal\·irumu('nt. Th~o: ~trcnt;th \)f thl' boo~ lie::. 
in the auohor> aboUt} to >pcll out the political 
tmplic.uion::o. of p:~ntcular COik."Cph. rhc gcncr­
:tll~ unqueMIOO(.-d term' U~!!d fc:1t ~lhmc nunonly 
highlandCN. and th< ror<.">l 11\31 ohcy hJ\C long 
bc,:4:n m ao;;sod::uion wnh arc no1 un1y pohuca11y 
chorged. they arc also ht ... toncaiJ~ ~pcc1 lic and 
COI I'CilCh c d II) parta<:ular rcglm CC: or cruth. 

Question ing such l'cguu..:' <tr tnath-produc­
tion, the uuthor wa~ a)S(l ti\\OI\o<.:t.lmcL•IIaborm­
in.t:;: with Knrt:n pcupl..: on a m:tpping project 
th~tt turned the 1abk:-. lm lhc authurill\! . ., '''hose 
m..tp~ JU"'U lied the C\ u:ttun ,)f upl.mtl f::mnlng 
nlla!!c' I ht." bool.. doc' no1 .:n~:lg~ m the m­
m.tnlic -timplificauon ul 1\.an:n llnner:-. as de­
kndc" oft he fores1 Rath"'· the JU1h<>r Jlf<>ndes 
.1 dct;tih:d an:t>unl of pl:m1 use nnd locaJ n:la­
llons wnh IOrest lanclthal unclcr:-...:OI'C the t:Om­

ph:'! IIY of highlauJ furHH;rs ' cnvirnumenta.l 
knowkJgc and s.nuntes ch1~ k.nuwktlgc in local 
1\0cit\1 relmwns. The outhm' p1·o, idt.!s u valuabk 
Lhs~u,sion (.lfrorational >hlfhng culri\';nion ~rai 
mun \l"IUil). and hO\\ thts uoCHJn or' sLL .. t:tinahle 
fanning practice.:-.. h.a' gan\\!d cunciK} m the: 

contc\t of 11~ near-unironn I.."'ndcmnation of 
m1gr.nur~ shtftmg cuhivation (rui luon /u.l'). 
\\ 1tih: Karen 'ill~\g~:n. mas have used rotational 
~h1fhng cultiv:-uion as a nlode of li\'chhnocl lhr 
a ..:on~uJcr.thlc ti me. Ill\!)" hcgan 10 brontl the 
concept al,<>ut unly ofier pubhc rhotoric had 
~cttlcd on mi~1·:uory slu ftmg cultivutmn n~oo an 
uH.Ic\ f.1f nDllon:'l problems '' 1th duw J.Jwo. 

I h-.: author'-. ablluy to pro,·tde a ht~toncJI 
conh~\1 h) concepb. dcbau::-..4 and chant:tn~ hi~h· 
land·lowland rdawion> mal ... >s th1' 01 H·ry 'alu­
ablc boo~. nn1 "mply in tenus of undc.,.tandmg 
highiJnd )'c-opk> and their changing pl.ooc "ulun 
n toul.mrl, hlll mor~ g(.'ncrally l(u umkr,umding 
"l haol• t>d·, n.,unn:ol realil} The nation has been 
fol'mcd through par1iculur uncl\!r~t(•thhng~ ,,.( 
space. hi~IOI)'. sodul relation:... naturt, :.nd l.!'l h· 

nu: n.h:ntlty. nnd one o f the book·~ major comri­
buttOil!t he ... an ,howmg how such undc~t.mdmgs 
ha\e c~-;wlhtcd m p..~n1cul:tr rcgtnlC). 01 IRtth 
pmducl"'"· But h~gCtnome 1rutlb arc ne,·er ab­
solute. and whik 1hey SCI dte tcnn~ uf ckh.stc m 
impoa1~mt WJ} ... the:} also ind te comestJtlon ant.J 
conme-I'M!tUtnc:'nb. Lu-.:.al knowlcd~c ,11l1U I\~ 

Ki.lrcn pi.:OI'Ic;; b f'~product·d in thi~ Cllnt~.:xt nf 
dooll ill~ll l llllt,ider'' understanding> u I' tJcnnty, 
lnmJ us-: .• Uld .;.·ons..:rv!.ltion, and by :,ituuting 
local kllOWII'!Jge Ill dtb way th..: JUlhor ho'l' rrc­
duJcd the .. cn .. c 1h:n Karen cuhun: and 1dcnllty 
are ol tlo~ l"'t· Whole Karen hostory ami cuhur" 
are mformcd b) a shlllmg and cnmpl-.:\ pas1. 
thcar h'Cotl r~aln~ IS 'ery much thai,,, n;mon:sl 
and globJI unJcrs1:mrlings and Sl11Jt.:lun.:s n·· 
g_nrdmg fnrnHng_. CQil!<!L~rvation, anci lhll\11(! It j"' 
m thi!>- ~('nh:\1 1ha1 Krucn local b.nn,,Jcdg~ of­
fer::-. JUuhJ!"Ic (.:hl111eng(!s to 1hc po.:v:ulwg t:on­
servnuou ptlr.tdigm or nature as ,it;:\ nuJ uf pjjoplc 
ma"mg a living 

1 he b'"'~ i< a re' ised Ph.D <lbscrtatl!ln. 
and tht h:\l !>olU.)W" v:~riolL'i- ~ign" ol I he PI\:' tou-. 
mcam.11H'IIl Ot ... "'"Ju~ the author 'howe;. hO\\ 

ufiit•al fhou nouons of nauonal p.Jrb. were 
modeled on .:\men can ones. a d1M.:th~tlm of the 
pl:1cc of '\Jatl\ ~ Americans (Jndbns) m rchU1t..l11 
to nahtrc ond society might han~ w.ldcd n 
con1paruli\'C dimension 10the l'h:ti case. A I NC \ ,:.~ 

dl'l.:liSSi\)11 ur huw Lh~ ntmh~rn I IMI St:tong 
cflnlp<tfC"i with ethnt<: :lnd en\ irtn\111\!ll tal 
~ttu;.ttinn-. m ncit?-hboring cuuutrk' \\uult.J have 
been tni\Jrrn~•t•\4:. But these ar~ minor quabblc:!'t 
w11h ;m llllpo!lJnl book that demon~lratc-. 1hc 



rc lcvanc:c of exploring tht: JTLan) dtmcn:~saru 

that inform tho lncol r<~lllic> l'i nonhem 
lltailand'~ farming ropulatlono, 

\hulh.m,gtfl(.! lhc Jntc lkc lu.al nnd Pnlitl~o:al 

LmuUIItom. of r .. c;cnti=tiiSI and Rncls1111mkmg. 
HI.!\'IC\\' uf Cn·rhll' ami ~1\'rli!C'"l s~~~ Ill I ldt'lllll' 
fn /'hm Vrmt'.\ '-'0. "ndrc\\ Turtnn. ( urtnn Pre ...... 

Lond<•n. lmJU. pp ""· nl• 

The cwu rihutH\11\ In lhh 1~"'~ nmmwru.:ctJ 
thctr !"ltl\\ Jnumc-y tnw.'lnls puhhc=tl1on al the 
l·11\h lnlcmalnmul t 'onfi:tl!lll.:c tlll Tiws '-;Hu.lac .. 
he ld Ill I ,ondon 111 I he lusl ..:.~:nlury, A1urt from i1 

h:w cduonn1mds~crcuons 11 ~~ dcfml1t'l~ worth 
the W1u1. o, cr the mtcrv('nsn!l yen~ cwun~Uhll"\ 
hrn c h:ul l lllll! In thtn~. al)tlUI lhcsr p:tpe~ anJ 
thut most t.'XCdl~nt ol cdtlu['). Audn.''' l urlLtn 
wuh the lu:lp of \Jichul11-. T11,1p lm.•· l~llo.cn the 
tun~: and !111ltlll 1 \'c I') cng~~c "onh~ uuthur-.. nu1 
oll dw Confcrem:e tu hU\'t: dtcm !>a) :\., J 

Col'bl'Lju..:s\~.;:c of "''1fcful t.lc.!hl'k.:r.'llWn \\c h.s~c 
ll01JUSi lJ lin!! ~.:t ol ;;:..,s.-1) ='I hal .m: ~ ph:a.'-urc w 
read hut ul~o ~~ tu~tduJiy Lllu~tmtccl 'olumc '' uh 
old ltli:lp~ and \\(>C>dcu1s pnmcd on li~t da.,.s 
glossy pnper. hnrdbnund no doub1 wuh u proud 
.$terhng pnce to match 

So long sn the 1r1aksng ond so c:xpcnst\~.15 11 
wonh n? Should we look for surpnscs in such a 
volume'! I was. sllrpns~J. L~.:l· s gt't the! Urtrub out 
ui'Lhl' "O} lir~t so v. ('can concenmne on I he t~x1 
Tbc lis1 of Plmes m Appendix: lllu..<tralion;;. 
source;; and notes <rr 360-36S) <> fundamen­
tally 11ewc•d. I he hdpfuln01es on on Is 14 of the 
25 Pimes are in the same orde-r io" hich 1hey an: 
listed in lhe Appcnchx. Th.:nag3mR;oko '':Jut':, 
umfOmJ good ~cnS4: tn n mcely con8micted chap­
~er on t he Sam Sam I' slightly thro\\'ll offbalanrc 
·wht!n her Kub:mg Posu caJL"¥oncs "h1ch mtbt 
h;l\c ungmall> been 13b.!lkd by ~apnal i<U<Ili 
(p. lSSl were arbitr.ml; changed to number"' 
without nny considc-rntron fbr the 1mpJrt lhb 
m1ght ha\.: em the IC\1 lltgh protill• t•rrM~ Ji­
mutish the nuthont} nfrhc tc1;t \\l1cn we stnkc 
headings in "hich we arc mlonncd thllt Grant 
Evan!- \\ 1U lli~~.:u~ C'ultunJ I D~<~~o:IIIIC.J .uu.l Fhc'' 
(p. ~71 I what nre \H tn conclude·' "iotbtHngc .tt 
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lhe bean of a Curzon pubhcauon printed on no 
ordmary paper'' 

fl i~ 0('1 'lllrprisc that m tL'TTTI!oi or content Uli .. 

l"' a line pubh,atton. Loo.g U\\I:JJlC'll. most wd­
come .-\ '"de coll,-<:uon ol vnlunble papers 
cducd u llh a f\X'lmg and tulcmncc for the uc: .. 
..:crmmodaung ~cope ~lr post rnodl;!rn 1f not p<lSI 

s•rue~urnl d1,.;our~e Some~hm~ 10 feed us nil 
cornhmcd \\llh J bra\l.' uth:mpt to "overcome 
'"Omc ltf the mtdlc~..tu.JianU poht1callumt.slions 
t•f c'l.;,cnti.th.;,t, 11m! in the t.•nd ~1Ht.•n nldithsin!t 
cun~qucncc., l11 ,,,me .1rguubly tht.: prcd01111· 
nant "tylc ot pre\ 1nu.\ 'IChol.t.-...lup und i1:-. 
m0ucnc.:\.' c,\0 rut'lht.: 1"/UI!t.:l~~ ,mtJ oiHIIUI.JI.:-." fp 
\Ill n1cfc h IIOJlHntt triv1HJ :lhUUl thh thai• 
lcngc ll<l\\ H1 hnng pwfctt,h>rlill go\ld 't:n!'!\! tu 

lhc ,..._,k PI c:u1hng tu ••c~~)lllll th~.: on•gtnng hnha1 
nJ L....,scnll.tlhtng &:lhntcll)' .un111s. ~'llcndunt rue· 
1~m·1 1 h~: JOb h~•!'! pmtound pllhtu.:nlunphc:u sons 

In th~ .,pmr l1l lrn:pr.;s.. ... thlc profi:s..,,lrs the 
cdUllr"'l. pro\ ttlc ~~ gUided (ltur through :.1:\ Pari~. 

Ln P.ut I \Ju.ln:w I UOl\0 lcJt.b w1Lh u JO (Mgc 

in1r11dut:tion tu lhc voluntt.: a.\ u whole, ~tml \!~.u:h 
uf the '''ur p.trt."' lh.Jtll1lluw the n.:itdcr i'!. flrtJ\-'idctl 
\\Jth ~CI J.llUtlle.'f m LliJr t.J.uc-t." p.JgO ul" Cl)~ldl!rcJ 
cr~mmcnt Onl! ch~ l'<hbCrtrJ, Pan \ ' l,lc\'I!Hc, 
from tlus pattern Ilu: 1~-.t won.J b kt1tu .'Ji'-'htl1:t:.. 
l•pp. 

\\'h31 do we IClm·.• F.nch ol til< comnbulor> 
cxh:nds our ··t.hmkmg about Lhc Tru ~pt."".tkmg 

reg•on" <p 'II) but to whm ~\teDL do the~ sue­
cessiully address the assue l)f "!he mteJiecna:.l 
D11d poht!Lal llmtLJuons ~,r cssenuahst" thmk· 
mg·•_ 

Tite profoundly urbane Thongchai Wini­
chal·:ul prtnidcs us\\ tth an undcr.·Handing of the 
!!<ncsis uf ethnography m l'bailand and lhe 
"Other> Wnhin" :\ compleae rejecrion of 
cs.scntiahst thinkmg b. to be expected t'rom a 
,,b.,lar fur "bam Wlthropi)IU!')" is .dl<gury. In 
focusmg on the reign of King Chulalongkom 
and the self mdulg.cncc of anstocroillc pn vllcgc 
he 1S spared lhe chalknge of dealing v.nb hard 
1~hngs 1hnt emerge when sroncs !!CI out of 
h.tnd Dr Tnongch.si Jhva-ys ha~ somJ:th ing 
ultc~tmg tu Sj.V ll1~ bncfuccount of how lhc 
t:HUrt pw' llkd ~~ hPmc for r1 '\.:no1 ~•rphan buy 
and \\hat run the royal cntour.tg_c hml '" the 
C\JUJ'SC Ut' liH:ir urr,ounl fY tr..l\ cj.., is Wc:l1 WOrth 
lhl! rcurl \Vc 'hnuld ~ ![r.Ucfulll• f)r llt11Ug_dllll 
fnr h1ghhghtmg the contnhullun HI Tha1 



cchnogr•ph~ prO\·idcd l>y I'm)~ PmehakuJ.ora­
ch:tk ( I S~6). Cb110phr•ya 'iura,,,J.mumri ( I ~8'1) 
JnJ Khun Somm<>lnllh>l'llphan c I X~()) 

In thl· period prior 10 lh\! tntruLlw:tion of 
~rhnllgrnpluc nOt.ll>n!-1 •Jf naming th pan of"Lht· 
c.:ulllnial projccl h• formulaic und cnmrol lbe 
Oih~r- of the West" ( rholl;!clllu p. 41 J. Tai. 
along With oth~r clonnnant ~ruups in Sutllhc:ast 
A'ta had thctr O\\H ''J}'!lo u( nflinning their 
"'"umcll 'uperioriry wlu~h 1 .. rdlc~teJ in 1h~ 
mlc or tin~ 'olwnc: lhc- but.t~ ~Joppo~llton of 
Cl\lln~ and >a'a~cl') (Tmffrcc) A'll<lfsla<c]: 
mlltlll~ {lim-n]; /Ill rforc.:~lj dichtlh')IUI\!,), 

1111!1- widL'Iy shared cpi,l..:nmh•gy whh.:h need 
n,n he c-.:plaiul'll hc.:n.: f(,m,.;, I h..: I..'CH1r\ll ch:-~ llcngc 

,_,f 1 he h:xt btu when \\'tiS the world S(• si mplc'? 
IJov. to Ubcuss the histvw: ...:lhnu·hnguistic 
CHmpk:;uty uf Suut.hca~t 1\''~' '' uhollt dus sun 
of "mplific~liou·! ll3ngkuk hk~ i\}unhaya 
lk:lor~..· H was home to a muluph~11y ")f pt.""<>piP 
llo'' '' t.!r~ thL~ t.liffcrcnce~ conligurcll and 
n-.:gmi:ucd·~ \\flat rok d1d -.:thm.:u~ plot)· in an 
.m:n~ m which hicr-Jrchy \\J.' d-.:1..:om1ined by 
J..uU\\ h.•Jg-.: ui. Jccco.;..; 10 \IHd ..:ontrul O\ .:r crilical 
rcsomces? \Vht'n cluJ I hi.: ngh1 h.J usc '·iulcncc 
;tnd impvsc onci- will c.m ")lh..:rs no1 rcs.t in the 
l 1~uu.h ol th~: mns1 l.'i\' ih!,..:J ~uHJ puwcrrul'! Long 
ht.."ftth.' Lurupcans appeared iu ''''~ uumb~r. pons 
pro,·1ded homl's for .-,oJuurn\!~ an,l -,cnlr!rs from 
phu.:\,:' .... 1 ... far to rhc "~~ a~ the Arab1an Se::t and 
w I he ~a>t. the Sea of Japan. 

\\·e should not b~ 'urpn ... L'llthat" colom~ing 
Bangkok dire wid1 a compk:\ c1hnic hackJ!.fOWKI 
nf Lhc1r 0\\11 . .;;.hould ~J\'C hU li llk a lieni ion 10 

such maucr!'i bL"aring nn l h~ 1tkn111y ... ,r those 
'' 1wm I hey ll'c.,lll'tl u~ (h~:ir 1rnpcrit\l ~ubun.ti · 
uar~:s in the imcrior. \\ h0 tlw~c pcc,pk were 
"did nu1 nmttt:r, a:. long a.., I hey \\\:.1'\: 'subjects"' 
(('. -19) Or Thongdw•'s J:until!llr':ltion of•·gcc.:t-­
'~f'lll31l.'mL"'£:Ories .. ol the hmh.'l'l:mtl ~~ equall) 
un~urpn~mg.. A~ he nh~cn c:~. Itt: ''doc:-. not dis­
C(wcr -:'lll~ unkno\\ n km)\\ ledge ~~~ air·. He 
«.:ondudcs wnh the obst:f\ aunn ··The Oriemal­
umg <.hscour~ ha.s bc.:u d~.!\:.ply unphc<.~tr-d in 
th.: m;,l..ing uftu~wncal knowledge in Siam ... 
(and lini!;hes by posing the qlu.: ... li\UI) ... hm\ 
Jid cLhno~rnphy hdp give birlh w Thrti his­
tory')'' 'I u u large 1.'\knt many \)I th~,.· 'ub'~cqucnt 
~o·hJf'llt:r.;; ~ddre>~ th1s ttuc,unn bm I pcr~unally 
ll~l forward to tht! 111.'\t C\dting C(ll!'ot'llk· of f>r 
Th:ut~chat' ~ cxplor.auon 

R1111Jid R~narJ·,. discussion foliO\\> on 
mccly tfom f>r TilOngd1a1 ancJ pnn ide' u' with 
a ~a~~.· ~IUJ} "uhin the 1hemc of hO\\ c lhno· 
g r;tphy J;il\'-! h1rth to mndcm Thai lus•ory. l ie 
tells us h0w drns1 1Call}1 t.hc: posirion of the K:1rcn 
ch~H1~cJ l(•r 1ht.! \\Orst fo llowmg lht.! dcuth of 
Kill!! Chu lulungkom nnd the acceSSIOI1 or King 
Va1ir;.n1tdh Or Renard Mgucs that thl! ini!hl,i vc 
pohct<' ol 1\inl! Chulalungkom dnd Prince 
D,unrong Un1.kr which the !o.ar~ll Ul" C~ntrdl 
Thailand \\ere \H'kumcd intt) lhc )!Ct>·lx.-.d) of 
th.: '-lol1C d1;\ll!!Cd nut ool~ a..... the 1hre•11 of 
unpmal in' '"'on dumnished bu1 "em I rom bnd 
t() wor~c \\ ht.·n 1hc English eduC\III.!lJ Kmg 
\ 'aj irvurlh n'sumcu 1hc tbronc. i\~cordmj! 10 D•· 
R~nard, King VnJII'll<'Udh adapted thc,liiii,\O"I ic 
Bnttsh :stugun of "(iod. King and Country' 
(htcrall) \0\tlllll. 1'/llliWkasa/. dwt rrh;u 1':\Ce]l. 

"lx:hc,cd '"the prunac~ ofcthnicit) . lnndl 
so.\\ the p.:orle of Chiang ~1a1 and I .. unpun 

a"' not \IUih: I ha1. bul a:.-; pLio("'pl~ who had to bt: 
·wmcd' cduum~J . Hi:-. accc-ptan~o:c nf the 
uo.ttionah"ith.: (l\lth.,ok led hm1 '"' ~ht:'-.: 1h:11 
ethnic .gruuJ1' hotd immutable culturaltr;.&i l:-·· (p. 
7~) . Thi' ckMI) places King Vajtrn<ll(lh 1111he 
L'SScntiah~a.., cnmp. As a t:un~~.:qucncc of the 
C\~o:nts whu.:h IClllowcd Karen b~:<.:~ntu.: uhcns in 
the1r ~:m n homdand and placed thl!lll 1r1 a 
pnMtlon whach Ill\ u~d '"ithdrawal. oppo.,.nion 
aml n:-.l ... t~nt.:..:. ~t J'"'~"ition "htch man~ cummued 
to tnJiniJtn nghl mto the 1980s 

Onct rran,pla.nh:.J. t.~cnlialJ,t crn,t\:"ntdl'-'t:!~ 
gcnL·ratc' '" "" n ju.;tificauon. Folluwcr, must 
simphfv anl.l ,tcrcnrype 1hose tu '' htHn 11 ..ifl· 
pli\!!o., crc~n~,.· d matcrin1ily '' hich pl't,:dudc~ 

cun.,id.:l'alif'lll of;~ lllOrt' compk~ r..:al i1) 
In h" cunmhution Nichola:, I app takes up 

the ~ubicct uJ'tlu: 'complex rcn.lny' lh{11 1!- often 
oh..,('urcd Ill 1hc "procc~.:. ol the con,.tmcuon of 
nauonJl ~tlcnmy and Ill<' role ... ntu>l <rl•y'l 
m thcx 'un•truclion.< . . Clo lughhghll chc 
tangled ,J..\!11\ of local uknlitic.!-. mtcrJclln~ \\ ath 
one Jnothcr 1n the conh!XI uf t.hL· fum1;HIC"'Il \lf 

th~ nlUic.m·,IJic." (Jl RS} Hb nb~..:r' :1hnn!o \ln 

lh~.! n.1111rc 11f the cxtcndcU research prOJCCt iu­
cludc' " """ npposir~ anJ Jchg.htlld <~hsc" ,.. 
tion~. I p:lrticul:l.rly enjoyt:cl hi!'> rciCn.:ncc tn 
h(tW I umlliah':- \Vorl on Bud(lhi:;t ·s:unt~ ul' lhc 
tOrc!>.t' ··m both r('pr¢.il'ntmg and ~uhdmng :an 
anwrJ.I i:unhng:cm sphere of crruuc toopmh. dan­
g.crou:t bco~:o.t~ • .Jnd "tubversrve eduuc nunonuc, 

l 



i!'l shuwn in Lhc curret)l appeal of movemcuts 
such as lhe Dham::ttKmt Fuuodauon prcctsely w 
these images" (p. 86). One cannot d~ny the 
power of such stories. In Chiang r..·tai there; rc­
~lly tll'e people who bdh.:vc that a t·rce cut down 
on a ridge in North Titailand tS nut unly going 
to diminish the amount of rain thai will rail antl 
by some ma~ical lmnslbnnationthnl its ab:.:cnce 
will n1.::o comribut(' to Jloo,ling in Ballgkok. 
Thl..'n.' i:- n semiotic connection ~h.'rc not tnu 
dit'f<:rcnt !'rom lhc relationshtp fit iry swt·i~-:, have 
wi1h rc<tlity. 

The re~der needs to rcm~nn awake. l l1is IS 

an ambitious papor in wluch 1\icholas Tapp 1S 

not JUSt discussing rnillcnunan movements :.md 
~l mong messio.nism but gauging the distance he 
has <:Overed hct\o,.:ec.n his earllct· PhD structurdl­
isr wol'k \\'llh all its propensity for e$:.:emi:dist 
cultllr:tl :tnd ethnic COUlinuity. untl his prcs.cm 
Slali: or mind. He does this by (rc)r-.::prcscnting 

L..:nch in a pJ!oo.sing manner that I find renHH'k· 
ilhtc Lench. he illlphc~. in post modem tenns. 
primari ly occupied \Vith the anlhmpologu:al dis­
<..:uursc of his day rnn:• have .. succeeded iu 
removing lbt.~ cultural essentialism and hypo· 
Lheticai hoH-sm of functionalist unalys1s w the 
lcvd of :lll Ideal I'C31J1l Of StrUCmral rnodeJ); 
frorn wh1ch 11 has hecn di flic1111 1o detach them" 
and furthermore that L·ultuml c.;sscntiulism can 
only finally be nbandoncd if WI? adopt Jbr in· 
stance ··n gcncro.l theory of manners" (p. 97) 
which can ..accmmt lf.>r .. Ll1c creation, mainte­
nance, nnd adoption of di!-.Linttiom. of taste :m<:l 
manners", 

Is thi;, ncces~ary to make this change'! I 
wonder if Dl' Tapp ~ull holds tu this dew or 
was n a passin~ f:unasy? I am con~t~mtly 

surprised by my collcugues \Villingncss to 
rehnquish the hard \\.on knowledge that comes 
\Vith lieldwork 10 indulge themselves with Lhc 
ht.enlturc of the academic s~tlon but this 
dcst.:riplion tlocs nUl matt.:h Nic.holns Tapp. Is it 
tmc thar Nicholas Tapp h. S;Jying thal he 
extracted fmm Sir ~dmund L~ac-h's wurk un 
ideal SlJ'Ul'lura1modd Lhat .:sscntialises ethnicit)' 
nnd th;n the only \\' flY uut of !hi~ is to ndnpt .. n 

gcncrnl theory vf nt:lllllCrs"
1
J Th~:.- ~cl!m!'i wo 

lllUtb hk~ css~ntiaJist th inking. lh:u There has.w 
he ::1 resohmon'? Is 1t uot enough to dcmystit)• 
Lhc klbcls'! Keep them for con\.·cntcn~e and only 
for as long as they arc useful'? Have w~ forgonen 
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play? Doos anybody remember the fun Edmund 
Leach and levi Str.luss had w11h each other? Jt 
was as. though they were tryit'lg to essential isc 
each other: lhc ctm.~umn'I~Hc Englishman and 
the enlightcn~.J Frenchman. I digrcs~ hm the 
point is nor entirely irrck:vant. If I waolctl to 
dsk being oh~curc 1 Cfluld 'iiiY that '\lic.holas 
T"PI' places Edmund Leach 111 d1c Levi S1muss 
position and play:;, L~ach wilh him but I won't 
do thnt. \Vlmt I w;mt, but ft:ll' de~.·cn<.:ies ~akc 

hanlly dare ask. i~. if we are 10 adop1""~ general 
1heory of mam1crs·· <r. lJ7) wh1ch can account 
tOr · 'the crenuon, rnnimcnnntc. and adopuon of 
disunctions of taste nnd manners" to tinally fl'ec 
0\U'Selves of CSSL'nllttlism where wil l lllake us? 
\Viii we fin:tlly be able w ac<.:css the leading_ 
anlhropo1ngical web :o;ite in the s"-:y. (t'e)assess 
OUt' dirniiLiSbing c:<p..::ricncc in lu.nc wi1h the 
latest intellectual r.lshion. play tu lhc academic 
'tllon tor all thai it is wonh. and work rowsrtl> 
clu~urc. bridg~ lhe g~p between top and bonorn. 
nnd p1tlce O IU' di!,COurM.: if not our heads 111 Lhc 
linal nnd mnst nppropriate place? 

Tupp's elaborate :met somctintes extremely 
d-ense di~cusslou ufmlll<:nanan movements nnd 
Hmong mcssimusm for all its mtcllcetual skill 
au:~ins on ovem·hehning obsctlrity. I lis upproach 
tu some fasc.:imning matctial ha.;, an unrlet10\\ 
which seems 10 b~ tbc result uf a rdlu.;al to de~ I 
wnh the issue 1 ha1 moS1 preoccupi~s tus mind. It 
is ..ts i t' he docs ntlt want 10 ~ay, ~.Before I 
thought like a strucltrralbt and nmv I think thus 

" Is it JUSt an inLdlet:tuul gam ... ·? rupp'!' 
stud1cd r~jcction of1J1e distinction between n1y1h 
as play, and ritual ~L'i order announces a dep:lmll'c 
from ~l ma1rix 1hat is relauvdy cas1ly idcnu licd 
U:i intervention ami exchanged iiH· a" apj'lrOH~h 
in \Vlttdt ht \VIsbc:s to locale ··mun1 at the nexus 
of ord.;-1·. play. tlnd dwos ... as pnrt of a wider 
cuhural di~coursc" ~P· S9) "\Vhilc nol tcndin£ 
toward> uny Grand Theory'" (p. '>7) I (Nicholns 
T::lJ'iH wish to place my amt1ysi:s with.in "a 
general 1heory Clf 111i11llll.!rs" (p. <)7}1S lir'lc With 

m(' bul when l c;m no longer see. read or hear 
Lhe peopl~ t'n.)l11 whom lhl· cultural as~cmhly 
has been taken do we 1-..now titoht: people any 
longer'! I'm sure Nichob s Topp would never 
advot:atc ~.:u.ltur.ll appropriatiOn 111 mcreasing 
mysuficmion btn what to calln'? 

Leo A lttng von Gcus:nt 's '·ery readable thap­
t<!r on .. Akhu lnt<:nml History: ~argin;,Hsrttion 

.lnum(ll uj tlu• Siam Sot:ietl' :N.I & 1 (1001) 
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and tho EUmic All ionce System" poses anuller­
esiing cowJtc rpoint to Nicho las Tapp's cQntri­
buuon. lie argues that the Akha along wlth Lhc 
closely ret:ucd Hnni fonn :> broad ~lhnic group 
whose sh3red cmt1 history has l!nablecl them 
·· .. in splre o fbclng intcrsp<:.·rscd wuh o ther cth .. 
nit brroup~. and having many sub-gl'oups, scpa· 
rall!d geographically lOr centuries .. 10 maintnin 
fi i'Cillarkabk· unity in thL'ir :cmg.raug, uryaw-tf 
(customn~ lnw) . . . (~nd that this is furth.:.r 
Slrcngt.hL'ncd hy) .. the Akha senenlogi,al net­
\\'Ork-thl'irslrong..:s l u nifying device -and the 
·ethn ic aJii(tnce systenf whtch results !Tom tt 

. .. (to mcdinte rel:ttionsJ with V(lfiOUS T tu 
peoples" (p. 11.1\. 

Here th<: presence of an ethnic group is 
presented in a mniUlerthat should please me. Jf 
my cruicism of Tapp h; that he compromises. 
my :1biliry ro "sec, read or hear the pc"ple fl·om 
whom the cultura l assembly h ilS been taken", 
tha t hL' somehow dis.:mhodies the I lml)IH! fol' 
the Sake 01' intc:~JicttuaJ di~COUr.)C then here ~Vi lh 
Leo Alting \'Ott Ge.usau .tun I bdng given ·'a 
dct:nlcd t\kha perspective \TUt10n. p. 15) or" 
Lhcre a problem: am I only allowed to hear tlte 
voice of Leo Alling von Grusau sp~:akmg f(\r 
the /\khn? Should Leo Alling von Geusau·, 
rcprCSL~ntac ion of lhc Aklm be rei!d 3S Tul10ll 
would h3\'c.;1 u: not a.& "any t.:ssence hut paradox 
nnd dialectic" (Turton, p. 36) ur an an,,mpl It> 
t:()nsllllct ;m c1hn ic essence that omflauks aud 
confounds th~: aitics hy demonstrati ng l:l 

..:-om inuity. depth and range whos~: authorily 
nvcrwhelms us· ::.nd cnu only be conte:;wJ by 
also riskin-g nutrighl rejec1ion .. ! Docs not Leo 
AJtiug do wh~ll Tapp latcrdc::;cnhcs as an nl lempl 
.. lo exngg-ermc and rcmforcc the d1Stmcu vcncss 
of the people they h~ve studii:d . .. (and 
undcrplsy) Lhc cxh.:nt o !'their hiswri~al. culroral. 
political. ecological, linkages with the peopk s 
. _. who have rlominoted them" \p. 356) 

Why shoul<.1 \VC rcjct:t this anal ysi-t? F (If '' 
'it:lrl it is a marvellous swry. The paper mcels 
the ex rectal ion his work raised 11lOI'~ tlmrt 2lJ 
yet~~ iig_u wiLb 1hc anicJc "Dinlec1 ics of .t..kha 
lung: l'ht· lnlt'rionzauon:\ o r ii Percnni~l 
MinQrity Group'' ( 19&3a and 198Jb). rhe paper 
ss interesting from many pouus of VJCW. F<:w 
S<'holars havt.: d;:.du.:atcd so much of their lives 
to their research: Leo Alung von Gtusau has 
made a profession of his voc;ltion. 11<: has spent 

HlOre time in Lhc iidd Lhan most of us would in 
several c1cadcmic li fetimes. 

The insights gained in such an enga-gemem 
arc invHiuablc but it is a.tsn..:quuiJy importanl to 
quest ion your position. Where docs our personal 
world cnd and that nf others begin? Knowledge 
anJ iroag.in;lliOll WL'3VC 3 reality Of their 0\\'0, 

The whole post 1110dc rn quc"ioning of 
empiricism. stntclurnlism. 1he objectivuy of 
~t:ic:ncc; Lhc influence of person:1l projection 
and bia.s. our growing undastanding of the 
seductive narure of discourse.tautious us to t3kc 
eXtrn care on the ro~d to findtng. out how 
SOt.: ICti<:s. work. wh::~t !hey have been. how they 
change ~nd where they arc headed. 

1 am scepticn 1. I do not doubt that the beliefs 
LL'o Alling von Cicusau credits lO the H:mi­
Akha cultural diasp0111 aro true, il is just tbalthc 
Hani witb whom [ worked in Lurltwt County, 
Hongl~c PrciCcturc between the Blnck and R~d 
Rivers dooc to " the Akha's real homeland" (p. 
133} \vere 001 gi fted \\'l lh the same ' 'ot:abuJiJry, 
the same depth or knowledge as the Akha of 
Thadaml, d1d not use paradox and d1alecric with 
the SallJC ncur. ThL· Hum of Luchun ('oumy 
found it diflicuit to trace the11· ancestry back 
more Lhcn rhrec g:enemrions. They were Slill 
ancmpting to reinvent shamanistic medical tr~11-
mcnls lost in the course of pcril.lt.lic suppre-ssion 
camp:.~ ign.; cQnducJed over llte pasl 50 years 
aml lhcy were not tnD fu..;;sy about whether theil' 
tcflcher~ W\!rc Y i or T::~ i. or tOr Lhat mauer Han . 
lf rhe situat ion 10 which L \vas exposc:d was not 
so lltr fmm the ordinnry whal does this have to 
say about the rc.;·siliL'nc.., of ::1 dtst incr and H~m­
A kha culture'? I dtd note th!tt J'e"' of the 
parucip:mrs :n 1 he I nternntional J lam Aklta Con­
rercru.:c I tHtcndcd in Chiang Yfai a fe \\ years 
ago or more recently in l longhc would have 
been able ro constn1ct the oveP.1icw provid\."d by 
Leu Ailing q >n Gcus<:~u o.;o we have :111 the more 
rcnson to be tJaankful for his t.:ontributjon or do 
\Ve h-:1\'e 10 go along with it as appropriauorf.' , 

ThcrL' arc: a hosl of i nfomu1tivc chapters. 
Cia~~ Corhn · :-; Pol iUl'!\ of ( 'osmolngy provides 
a workmnolike 1reatmem ormilleuan~m!'im und 
clhnioity m the highlands ofThn1lond. Kobkuo 
SuwannathmMPi:m presents a rela1ively straight· 
fonv::1rd discussion o1'1hc hisloricnl dcvd upmcm 
of Lht• Sam Snm , the Th~i spe<okin~ lslnul 
communities: nf Soulh Thailand \Vhich fits in 
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"ell \\llh Ryoko i':ishii's pic« ment1onc-d above 
for the arbnrary cdnona1 •m.rgcry cnnicd ouc m 
the producnon process. 

Ryoko Nish1i·s history olthe Sam Sam b;g 
man To Nai Sim pro\'idc:o. helpful in.;;1gh1s imo 
th~: na111rc- of lendcrship und go\'cmancc (Ul the 
p~nphery of both the Mnlny and lluu I\ <>rid< ot 
the turn uf the last c\!ntul) a" \\ell us an 
tnt«.!rc~tin~ comrnl'nlJr)' un how people. 
pr•gmat"ts all, dress their 1<knUl) to be<.t lit the 
p<>hucal fa.,hmns of the d.ly. 

The rl!adt..'r gam~ a hcucr ule:1 of hO\\ t.lu.s 
rmght come about ul Charh:s F. Kcyc.; chnpter 
111 P:lrt IV Lam;: a P<)~\ ··Ctlwii.: Stale!. Chark~s 
Keyes chnHcngc:s th~ csscnunhsl propositiOJi 1n 
a \'cry concret<: and unpn:tcntiou:-~ w:1y. 1-lc bn­
l)U:ally :argues thai if th~ Luv () r \Jorthcast 
Th:ulnm1 belong to a ·pri mcordial community · 
the) 'houltl beSt."Ckm~ .. m~.:orp<~r;uion imo Laos 
... (and the mberl hJif ••f lh< population 
• • \\ ho an: nol ethnic L _l\1 , f'ht.M.Jit.l bel 
... ..:cl..mg n.•alit.atK>n of thctr n:utona1 :lSptt.:tuous 
(cl,cwhere}.". lie "m,unWIMb} tha1 1he proce.s 
lOf t:onneclion and idcnllflt.•;,allon ) depends on 
, itua11ng trh:moncs Clf powc:r corHCSICtl wHIHn 

I he rramework or L1arradvcS by lii<1SC who hoid 
compelling :tt.Uhorlty", 111 punwll of thi-; arg:u­
lllctll he pr<>v1des o brief history ot ·1 hai- Lao 
rdilUOI\5 amJ make-s u prchmin;u: rm:tl) ..,j., of 

the rcrord oi II.R.H. Pnnco" Maha Chakri 
S~nmlh<>m ·, d<il 10 Lao I' .O.R. Lil.e a lot of 
cont~mpor.try textual analy'i' pfU\ id ... ·"" an en· 
~a~mf! nnd tran~pan:nt ,1ol') lh:\1 makes both 
gomt r~:ading and good ~cn~c. 

Igor Kos~ikov pro\· ides ;:1 clwp(t.•r un nation · 
nliucs policy in D.P.rU .a<• 1hn1 just goes 10 

l\how how many ethnu-lul£Uisuc sc iences me 
as>~rt<d 111 Lhis pan of the" oriJ. /\part lrom the 
H,IJO)~ncra:--tc-' of Ru.,sian linl_!ulo;rk.., '"e arc pn.::­
'\.'nlcd "ith the nauonall\1, modernising. 
humogcmsing. ideologtcaltrinomial da...;;,itica­
Uo.>n of • D.P.R. Llo peopled h\ LJil h>l\ land. 
I "" upland . .md Lau h1ghlantl. > cl~ssi lkauon 
'~hich rctnlns a curr~:nt:~ thai i~ ;.urpris1ngly 
~lh->Jtg. Although r\ndn.!\\ I UIIOH l!!lh. U:\ Lhal 
'"KOsMk~W problcmatisc~ \'nrious Clfi~Si licauons" 
(J' ~fl2) I had the d1Siincl feeling I hal Koss1kov 
,,.~, u large- pan of 1hc probkm. I Its Wtlrk ap­
pc~r~ cu b~: unmlbnncd b} western ltngmstic 
,cholnrsh1p and h1s rciCrcncc~ to any Engltsh 
lucr.uure r!!."trictcd 10 the £- ar l-"'tern Economic 

Rc\'IC\\ The one pleastng aspt.-cl of 1h1( was 
1ltat the'" references predate the Dow June' 
1ake O\cr ofwha1 "'"d I<> ben lively. poliucully 
infbm1cd WI..'Cl l)'· 

The lcmmist perspecti ve pro' idcd by the 
dist;ngm>hcd ,cholor Mayoury "'gao,yv111hn 
ccntcn:d \Ui the isMII..':-- of modc:mi,arion, n:uion 
budding, rcprc,enratton. lt!gal ~tJIUl\ ttnd 

parU<:!patwn. !nod h~ahh and ><hoohn~ doc' 
not ~c:ril\U"I~ quc~uon the idea of primordrnl 
1dcnllt) ll~rcooc-em for Ito" lo ··comhJnc tOn)'~ 
St.·n·n cLhmc groups. in one ·ne\\ · luu Jdc-nlit~ 
and natuu)" ([l :~7) md1cate-s that ~tleastm tln 
amhrnpoiO{!IC:tl sense shl!" prcfCrs a rd:u ivcly 
conscr\':nivc poim of' iew. 

Gram E"uu~ aucmpts much more. lJy pia~ .. 
ing Lc.1ch's n:j~ction of c.sscntiah:tt id\!~s of 
cthnici t} m the empLtical cuntt:\t of '"ethnic 
chan~\: amung n group called Ula·d. hu and :t 
""" lai .~roup. Smg \loon (in a} bro;~<ler con· 
lex!'' (p. ~(•~I ""hoot h<:admg otrinto th~ &r:tnd 
:,tructumh'l cichare of ··o~cJllahon bct\\ccn 
gum,\ol11Cr.tfChiC31 and gum/410 eg::tflt:JnJO f1..1Mth 

of SOCI:JI orgnm~atton" (pp. 26~ 4), f=van~ 1\ 
able to rcm1nd us o( b01h \Vhat Lcuch acllicvccl 

as ''·dl us ex tenet nnr understanding ol' lhc cum· 
plexity of lhc mtcrrclationships bt:tw.:~n 1h~o: 
people' of tho C emml ~ lassif of mainland Snuth­
ca.-,t A.,ia tly c:~p1oring t\\ o hbtom:al und om:: 
coruernporJf) t":lctor 

··t at•l/au,m · Ill\\ hich he add"' rctCr~n\"C 
In the wor~ oi lJeofl!e> Comlomma<. 
the prnc~<~ b~ "hich [ al, C>pcC!aJiy 
I he rtu muang. as. rot II ical outpOSI'S of 
Tni culture coJomsL·cl t h\.!lf nc1ghhours: 
lh c underlyi ng (acturs tl1uL cilhcr 
prulll<'lt: or inhlhi! c1hnk trono;fonmttu.m 
:1"' n pnrl of lhe power play invnl\'ccl in 
acqturin!!- control O\cr a n111cal U-'JX'Cl 

ur the me:m" nf ru·oducli('ll 'uch ..... 
coutwl of trath.·. h(m lhl'i imp3Ch.-d on 
the fortn~u.,n of h1ghland •mtt1cr:>lic 
1raduum .... tOr exampl..: a he tenth untJcr 
whach mlcrrnarriagc ln('lk plr~ce nnd so 
forth. ~nd. 
the unpt1c1 of the mode:l'll :,talt: which 
hul\ largd y undcnnmed th~;,• ~urhon1y 

nml 1Jenlll)" of 1hosc hollhn~: local 
f)rh ilc~~s b~ dra\\'JUg thc.:nt lnhJ .. rhc 
.a'prrJthm, or fantao;.}. of modern 
mltu..lrlilh:,m·· whrch in <iOmc ~ituauon~ 
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becomes <.hwgerou~ bi.!t.:ausl! of n:t 
intolenmce ··1owards semi-autonomous. 
intcnncdiatc sociul anti cttltur"JI ~pac..:s" 
(p. ~R4) and 111 others resu lts in a 
derachmcm from hfstorical nnd culnmtl 
rclauonships. 

J p<!i'ticularly liked the way fieldwork wa; 

used to explore bm:Hier generalis4Hions and the 
njccly ground~d cmphasi~ I hal in this rnatter we 
arc 1alki11~ ubout "nn C\'Cr-cvulving. hi~wm:al 
sit11n1ion" (p. 286) 

Part 5 on Lanno and Neighbours pro,•ides a 
l'ascimHing !<od of' Lhfi.:C hiStllrical stud ies b) 
Shigeham Tnnabe on the genesis and uansfor­
mation of tl1e lnthakhm Cult of Chmng ~·la i . 

Ratnnaporo Scthakul on th~ Tu i Luo. and 
Katharine Oowic on l:.thnic lleLI!TOg.:-nclt)' and 
Elephants in Nineteenth-C'cnuuy UlJlJ\:1 Statecraft 

In the ~implist of h:mH Pmfl•s:.nr Tanahe's 
.:mpirical ~mLI .sLrttctur.tlist Ccrlaintic-s C-ll:Jbi<: him 
to reCOI\Stmct (1 remarkably rich and satisfying 
story of hnw r-i1cs fOcused nn ··a kind ,>f l(Jk 
milang piiJar ~.:ommun to mo~L Tal puhtical 
domnins" (p. 313) Wa> llscJ tO IIICUi<JtC the 
..;u b~"'lrchnn l wn (•f e1hnic minuri1ies. Iris 
llwroughly wc..-11 documcntct.l and J3sclna1mg 
accotun provtd~s a nucroscopic pKturc of a 
complex lcg:.t..;y lh(lt provides a w..:ahh or good 
sense. If unly in :1 g.:ncral way many of the 
obs:ervations he makes ~tr.: indepcnUcntly 

\'Ct'ified l>)' Dt Rman:tporn Scthakul's iu her 
introductory history t}r Nom, hO\\ the Tai Lue 
ancl Tai Yong got there and their rclalionship 
Wtth t11.: ruling 1 'ai Y u~r1. 

Kothnrine Bowie provides <1 finale for the 
collection that is well worrh the w~it. Her ch:~p­
ter un C.thn: HL·--h..'mgcncHy and Elcnh:mts m 
Nineleenth-C'enntry L~nna Suuecran is like 
Tanabe's rne.ce. somerh111g of~ gem. Instead of 
the !ak miittng pillur and asso..:Jate rites linked to 

the J>CTformancc and rcilu::auon or pnmordHll 
.sovere ignty she uses e lephams to .. reconstruct 
Lhe (significance of) ethnic identity of lllO~l! 
who cared for tl\c royal lords· ekphams .. , 
been use oflthel imponuncc (Of clephams in) , . . 
Lh~.· r \>liticaltcc-m\)myoflhc:..ennrthcm Ttli •aalcs. 
ullll . • their as~ociation \<v ith __ . Karen :md 
Khamu" (p. 331}, The opening ,cvu:w of early 
English travellers holdl) c:stnl11ishes .. 1hc con­
Stdcrabh.: miX.Ul£ of pcopl.: of dtll't.:rL'U( h~rhag.cs 
in th'-'! Tni kingdoms·· \'lhtch even\\ uhoUL refer-

tu<:e 10 available UngU!stit: cvidenc..:c vsta.blishcs 
a cenainry has been overlooked tOr much too 
long. n 1e subsequent tJi!'t'USSIQn of Lh!.! 11npor· 
tance of l'll'phants m nmctccnth-cenmry Lanna 
is both succioct and comprehensive. She ob­
;o;cn·c~ that although specific minority groups 
we~ t:hur£cd wtth the !.!an~ of pri vrudy uwncd 
elephants ethni·c di' ersity remained n ch.racter­
lstic of the care of mynl clcplmnt.-;. Bowie extends 
Lhl' :agmfic~mct.: of Lbis t)bscrvation b) uffCring 
,,, tdenn• which sugge>t> that thos< " ho looked 
:1f1er 1he roynl elephants can be used as :.l rneta­
phor ·'lo argue that lrn.dili<:-.nal statecraft was 
ethuk -blind . .. state effons to n~Jmmlzc th~ 

sal ience of ethmcity were deliberate . . ohm by 1 
exploiting a ll suhnf1cn1s nwrc or lc:;-; equally 
~ind gnmting tavour3 IO nom: ... (wa~ parL o l) a 
policy of 'ethlllC cgaliwriallJSil\ ... (p. 3~3-1) 

In u didactic Postscript Nicholas Tapp pre­
sc.ut.s c_·il·dity and Scn•age1:r as an rmportanl step 

itt r~aclung "a nc\' stage m sui.J-n.-gional stud­
ies" (p . . ~:'11. 1-ww .. l h~o-"l'rnditional 'incorporation· 
of n('ln-Tai peoples int(l Tai pnlilical &-ystems 
(Tanabe.) ami Lh~: lrwl:-:IOmtutinn of these rcla· 
tiou.., under the 1mpact of the nation-stmc·· ~~ 
dcconsrmcted whtch compels the- .. cenrralismg 
tHscl)Ursc ofThtu rnodcmtsm. towards :.t rccog· 
nitiun of the cultural and ethnic diversity and 
richness of modem Thail:lnd. . n gener~l nbnn­
donmcnt o f the kind of e!'.sentialism on which 
past philosophic:\ uf culturdl relauvism havl: 
been based (p. 355) . " "time for the etlmic 
minf'llity ~:;pec ialisls thcmse-h·;;:s to wake up to 
the: inh:ructiunal i~t. r.tthcr Limn primcurdial. mod .. 
els of ethnic idemtty" (p. J56t. 

This all makes good sense and Tnpp's gentle 
indush-.:nt.'!';~ and honesty 1s to he wclcomccl 
I I.e pr0\1idl.!s us\\ itb a ~inlcly rcnliuderto remam 
:~ware wha1 modern scholarship has done to 

exaggerate Lhe impnrtancc ofcthmc and c-ultural 
contimnty, tlO\\Oplayor it:-•nor<: th(· 1mpart groups 
living in dose proximity have 0 11 one ;:mother . 
hC'lw .. the cnnvcmiom: of western academic 
rt~pnnjng., (p. J56} haL c at.ldl:d weight tu Uivisi v.: 
misunllerstandings and ho\\ 11 may oow b~ 
pn,sihlc h) escape :;omt: (lf thcsc C(ln'itnlints. 

Thb is a bonk well wor1h reading and 
rctunung 1o ngmn and ug~~m. RL~:tdcr~ uuglll 
like to consider buym~ it as ol\Jch for ils 
Jclm:Oync.:ras!cs a:-; tts <.:tmlcnt. like tt stamp that 
d1dn' t qune make 1t tbrough LhL~ apprllvcd 
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process. I his book wus ncuhcr \VJittcn nur put 
together to forge a path tO n ne-.' swg~ in ~ub­
rcgional 'IUdies. I r that j, \\tlcre it got to II can 
chum rul vic lory for bcmg fir!<.t. BO\\ evt:r~ 
anybody with an imere~tll\ the complex cuhurol 
geography nf the Tm world will find plcnry to 
~nJOY in thi~ !<.limulutln!j: ~.:ulkctmn of C"'3ys. 

Notr 

I Mu~h h' 1hC ll hlll lllin~ rrul'lr.tticm qf ,\khn from 

Bunn.t. China :md TI1ail.tnd t ..:o ~\hiog \ '(IR Geusau 
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pn·'lt:n1td himself ns .1n Akha lcadcrot tht the fourth 
lnt~uon.1.l H:mi· Akh:t ConfcrctKc: (2 9 December 
200~) ~tn!! whtc:h. 1n keepmJ!. wnh hts complex 
pcr!'onalil)' hC'. m the courw of d1c gathenng both 
acknowlcdg~:d a~ a I" agmnLic strntt.:g~ and t·cjected 
as tn:lppropn:ue •t' It d1sp1aced the ,·oice~ of t.hose 
born .\kha liiS de-;.1\h m Cbt:tng ~1at. !h D.!cemhtr 

~001 \\ol5> mourned b~ huth fUr.mJ; ~fkt Al.h.t a~ the 

Ji.L''IIl!.~ t~f .J friend and !td\t>t,.:~ttc 

John Mc~mnon 
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