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THE SNAKES OF BANGKOK. 

}-5y .\L\l.('UL.\1 8~\Tl'l' ll . 

The following artid r:; are the outcome of a papPr wl1ici1 wn~. 

oc-ead before the Society in Jnne h st·. . .At tltn t time <'nly llw cornmo rl 

spPeies were dt>a~t with , httt ihe twtLtl'r has since he'·' ll Pnlargecl t,> in­
c lude all the sre, ·~", n,t prt~~~·nt knuwn to lun·e been fu1111d in Bangkok 

and its i rnmf'cliate neigh IJOurlJOod . 
.A. full teclmicat cle,;cription of each :-;nake will n11t bP ~t!Lentptt>c! 

htlre, but su(f:it:ient will he given, it i;:; hoped, to t' li<tblc ali_I'UIIt' {,, 

identify all the spec ies likely to 1Je mf't 11·it.h . TlrP dl',-cripl iom; n,.; 

regards coloration apply only to those follnd. in H:wg-kok, :wd do not 

necessarily hold good for the same spet:ie:; in other part,; ot Niam, nl­

though all those that I have so fal' ller11 ablo lo e.xamillt' hnrn ntriu11" 
dio:trjcts show, pmcti.cally, no varjahou. .!t shou ld lw l'r' lli <'Bl ht'I'Pcl 

however, that some snake!:! differ co n;:;iclembl~· in markillg", C'-']'t ciall y, 

whE'n they come fr-om ot.bee couutrie;:;, [{JHl to clist. i ng-ni~ lr Llrem by tl1i;; 
means alone, cannot always be reliecl lljiOll. 'l'lte ,.Jraradt•i' and di »­

position of the scale!:! tip on the lie• ad and tl()d,v 11\11:.:1 bo t:nkr·t1 j nt" 

consideration, for they remain ~lmosL cun;;tant, <tntl liJI'IJl I Ir e o11l y 

trustworthy guide to idelltifieatioH . 
The accompanying plate :;how,; lite ecml'or rllal io11 and n·lat.ion­

ship of the various scale,; whidt nro n,.;e1l fur: thi,; l'l"'l'o:;e, and at\}"' 

conclusion of these arbeles will IJl' l'ouiH( a n.:r.1· :;impiP kt'_\', l.rr ll'hicll 
anyone can readily rlistiHgrti:;h all Lhe ,.;ln't·ie;; 11-IIir-II ktl·e lwe11 

described. 
In 1900 Captain Stanl• ·~· Flower aJt I·' I' :<pelll1ilt:_:· ,.:oniP t11·n ~·t':u,; i I< 

this country, puhlished <m artic:.le· iu tl<e Pn,cec·cli" :l;; 4 iltJ'. ;?,uol"~!i··u.l 

*"Notes 011 ";-:, ..... 111! (',lh·,· rioll "I' Jl,•tllil,·s III<Hl,• i11 t!J'' J\l:il<~y l\•11i11-
-sula and Siam." 011l_1 t J,, "'' ["li·Li••I'' dl';t li 11'-!, 11 i1 it l"iar11 l1a 1c lwl' ll n•fern·cl 
to in the pre~en! art icl•·~. 
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8o:;iety upon the reptiles of S in.m. It inclnrlec1 notes npon those he 

hacl m et with himself together wit,h a li tit, of all th e species that had 

b een fonnd in t he country up to that datt.>. It i;; m•eclless to say that 

with such a valuaLle work to refer to, the task of d t·awing up the 

present list has been much simplifiecl . 

The number of sn'tkes rerorcl ec1 by him fm m Siam was not g reat. 

It compt'i :;ed only 56 diffe- rent species, of which 26 lta.cl been met with 

in Bangkok. To this latter nnmbet· l2 more mrt.y now be acldecl, · 

making a total of 38, a fair 1wmber fur a tropical local ity. I t 

:is interesting to corn pate hi s list made fou rteen years ago with th e 

presant one, and to note h ow ce r tain ki ncl s, at t \t ;ll·, time apparently 

rare, have since become c,m1 mon. These particulm· ones ll'il l be refen ·e1l 

to in due course. 

Bangkok is fortnnate i 11 being peculiarly free from poisonous 

snakes. By t.he Siame5e who might be expected to know somethin g 

about t.he ma tte t·, t he nmju rit·.y a t·e eon ~ itl e t'crl poi:onmP. This is not 

so. Only four species are to be met with, and uf these but two, N a1:,c 

tripudians, the Oubra, aml R ttn:;a.nts ,tits~inttts , t.he Banded Krait., need 

be reckoned with . The thi rd , l'ipe1·rr, ?"nsselh, IhtsEell's Viper, has 

so far only once be;>. n t•ecorded ,<r' while t hB fotuth, .f,a•;he8is yra.mineus, 

the Green Tree Vi per, althot1gh pl e nti ftll eve t·_vw here, does not possesf'­

a poison which is fi•ta l to human be ing;;. 

Authent ic records of hit·p,; ft·om poi;;ot tons ,.; nnkes in Bangkok 

are, in fact, if we except the last. named, t•x t re m ~ly !'iLl'<'. a nd fatal 

record:; almost unknown. In eleven Y'~a t ·,.; of 111 edical pract·. ice 1 have 

11ot seen a single cn.se resultin g in cleath, nPith et' after enqui ry among· 

my fe llow pract iti one r<> havH l hePn able. to gat hs r 11lOre than one. 

This immunity is possibly clue to t11·o t::w::;e,; , patt.ly to t lt e reason t hat 

the two species. a!t·early m enti o11erl an" far from common , but· a lso 

because both of tltem are ws\1 kn,JII' II f,lr t heir tn arked disinelination 

to bi te, even u nder provoc:tt·ion. In Lhi:; bttcr ref'pect- the Bnmlecl 
Krait is remar];ab le. 

The inhabitants of the co tmtl'y distric· ts a?·e not. quite f'O fo rt 1mate 

a3 those in Bang kok , bnt Siam as a 11' lt o1e r;ompare:: t•x l remely fal'ot·ah1y 

* It is more common iu th<' N u rll~ . 
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in the matter of poisonous snakes with both India and Burma. If we 
except the sea snakes, only thne otl1er species, namely, Naia bungarus, 

the Hamadryad or King Cobra, Ancist1·odon 1·hodostoma and Ancistrodon 

blomho.ffi, have yet been recorded fl'Om this country, although others 
will no doubt be ultimately discovered."" 

To attempt to attach Siamese names to the various species 
of snakes is a difficult task. In going thl'Ough the list tha~ I 
have I can find only about a dozen which may be confidently 

relied upon to be always given to the same snake, by those who 
know anything about the subject. The rest of the names are 

so loosely and indiscriminately applied that it is impossible to 
<!. 

affix them to any particular species. The term ~ L'liUI'J ( ngu khieo) 
ll 

is applied to any snake of a green color, -3 ~'Y ( ngn din) to the 

e;:u·th snakes, whilst ~ 1Jt'l1 ( ngu pla) includes the whole tribe of 
~ 

of fresh water snakes. Sometimes the same name will be used for 

different species in different localities, or the young, if differing in 
color from their parents as t hey often do, will be looked upon as a 

different kind and accorded a different title. Afte1· all it is not to be 
wondered at. rrhe Siamese have n ot yet taken up t he study of Natu­

ra l History, and the country people from whom the names originate, 
h::we as a rule not much inte l'~s t in any c L·en.tLue that does not enter 

in to their dietary. 
For those who wish to take up the t:tucly of snakes more 

thoroughly, there ::we several text-books in existence, the two most 
valuable for this coLO. ntry being Boulenger's recently published vo lume 
upon the Reptiles a nd Batrachi a of t he Mal ay Peninsu la. ancl. Iris olcl e1· 
work upon the Rept,iles and Ba.tmchia of British India. 'J'hese 

two volumes include all the .known species which Siam shares with 

those count ries. 
The cla.ssification adopted iu the present articles is according to 

the fir .st of the two works just ment,ioned. 

·:~> The following poisonou s spce ir•s will most probal>l.v, jntlg·ing l' rorn Lh l•ir 
p resent known distrilJut.ion, be [o nnd in S iam. Bnn,qant.~ r;an tLicl.tt8, .flw:icep.<, 
nnd m~tlticinctus, Larhesis monticola a '''l Jlnr]Jlt,reomrtw.lotu8. Doliophi,.; bi­
virgatus and intestinalis, Ca.lliophis maculi,·eps and macr/el/muli. 'l'l, l' fnnr lnst, 
on acconnt of the ~uud l ~iz e ul' Lhe JJl UtJi.b. can be !J ,IJ'LlJ r •·•Jn :; idr •i·r· <l ,la ngNOJIS 
to wan kind. 
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F>ulJonl r· 0 I' flT D [A. 

l"ami ly 'I'Yi'll f,(Ji'lnAI·: . 

Til e~ . ;:mn 11 WOJ'm-1 i kt~ Sllnkes lea~l an almo:ot ent irely sn bterranean 

existence, and are therefore not often met witit hy the casual observer . 

. 't hey fted largPly on wornJ> ln general aspect many of the specie 

bear a close re:::emhbnce to each other and cannot be identifiefl with­

out a close anrl fl el ai I ell examination. 'I' here a. re no ventral shielcl s a.· 

with the majority of snakes and the body is covered \Yith smooth 

scales of uniform size. The tail is blunt, extremely short and it is 

often clifficl.1lt at a glance to distinguish it from the head. The eye 

are very small and covered by shields. Three species have so far b EJerl 
found here. 

I. Typhlops bmminus. 

Siamese . 'l ;]'j.j ( ngn d in ), the 1e r·m IJ!' in g applid iiHliseri­

minately to many ~f t he ea rth snake!=:. 

Not very comtuon i n T~:mgkok altho ug h i1; is by far the 

commone, t atHlmost widely di~t t·ibnted of all the bun'OIYin g s1mke:; i n 

Sonthern A sia. Possibly th e inundaLioHs to ll'h ich we a re annually 

subject and wltich often last a considera-ble timr, prevent 1 his :-; peci<'s 

ham becoming more prevalell l'. ITonnll i:1 tl te Par tlt of garde ns, or 

in hiding beneath logs of wooLl Ot' amo11g heaps of olcl le:W<'S . Hy 
tlw Siamese it is considered highly poisonous, but ,a part. f'rom it,:; 

lackin g poison glands, the mou th is ;;o extremely smal l that it c:J.n 

hardly he capable o± bitiug even in self defence. 1 ha v, n ever yeL 

known one attempt to do so. Length 175 mn1. ( 7 im;]w:; ). 

Oolou?· and ma1·lcings. 13lack or dark ln·0\\'11 :1h0\·e. li g hter 

beneath, snout, anal region and enc l of lail usually \rh i ti..,h . 

Habitat . Southern Asia <1nd the i::dands of the fnllian Archi­
pelago. Also South Africa aml 1\i.cxico. 

2. Typhlops schne·ide1·i. 
Habitut. Siam. 

8. 'l'yphlops albiceps. Hotlt tbe.,e specie:; are exLremely rare. . 

They are recorded in Flower's li.·t, but have not been met \Yith since 

in Siam, a lthoug h the latter haR been fo-q.ncl in the Larnt Hills, 
Perak. 

Habitat . Siam and Malny Peninsnb . 

• 
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Family BoiDAE. 

4, Puthc•n ?·eticulatus. The Heticulat eel Python. 
• .& 

Sutrnese. ~ VJ"'IlJ or .:) LVJtrm.J ( ngu lam or ngu leuam ), the 
ll ll 

former name commonly used in Bangkok , the latter outside, but con-
siderable difference of opinion prevails, and the Siamese will always 

affirm that they are different .species. I have seen many specimens 

but have so far been unable to confi rm this. 

It is not uncommon in Bangkok. freque nting chiefly the 

gardens in the neighbourhood of habitations, the outhouses of which it 

often enters in search of food. The ease with which it can procure a 

meal near human dwellings no doubt attracts it the1·e, but it is certain­

ly remarkable that a snake which attains &uch large Climensions, "·hiclt 

has such conspicuous markings and which on account of its sluggish 

disposition is so easi ly killed, ::Jhould be able to smvi vein the vet-y midst 

of a thickly populated town. Thei1~ no::: tLEnal habits and the fact that 

they are \rerr prolific no doubt account for this. 

During the day they usually seek some elevated position, often 

lying in the most exposed situat.ion allCl making little effort to conceal 

tl;temsel ves. They are good climbers an cl can ascend the trunks of 

trees with great ease, even when there is 110 a;;sistance to he obtained 

from branches. 'rhis they do by tht'owi.ng the middle of the body into 

two or more loops which partly encircle tlte stem, and by holding on in 

this way they are then ft•ee to push up the fore part of the body, ancl 

take a similar purchase at a higher level. They are seldom found far 
fi:om 'vater and take to it readily t,o avoid capt·ure. . 

Food. Small mammals an cl bi rcls which they kill by con­

striction. Young pythons appeat· to consume chiefly rats, probably 

because they are more plentiful than other form s of food. WhethE>r or 

no larger ones eat cats for the same rt>ason I cannot my, bnt the num­

ber of times I have known them taken i::; qnite out of proportion to 

other creatures such as fowls, clucks ot· clogs. In captivity my own 

feed largely upon rats and tbe way in which a coil of the body is 

thrown over the head of the aninutl so as to press the muzzle 

tightly into the chest, is very clevet·. Thts serves a double 

purpose. It aids suffocation and at the same time prevents the rat 

from biting its captor, but whether both are intentional I am unable 

• 
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to say. No bones are broken as it is commonly believed, and the 

animal dies of asphyxia . 

Pythons grow to a g reat size, like the rest of the Boa family. 

Specimens are said to havfl been killed 30 feet in length , but such 

dimensions are naturally n ever reached in Bangkok. Flower mentions 

one kill ed in 1897 that was 20 feet long. '.1.1 he largest I know of my­
self measured 16~ feet. Specimens of 10 to 12 feet are fairly common 

and are often hawked in the st1·eets where they realize a few ticals for 

the sake of their gall-bladder and sl<in, The former is accounted a 

a valuable remedy for colic as well as for various other complaints . 

.A. python that has newly cast its skin is oue of the most ham]­

some of snakes. No description can give any idea of the b eautiful 

sheen and the play of metallic tints of blue and g reen which sp3rkle 

f1·om every part of the body, colom·s which, alas, it is impossible to 

preserve after death. 

Calm· cmd ma1·lcings (in life). Above, light brown with a 

do 1·sal series of large darker colored spots, circular, oval, or rhomboidai 

in shape, sometimes confluent . JTiach one is edged with black and 

outside again with yellow, these two colors descending upon ·the 

sides in a regular se eies of V shaped marks each of which enclo~es a 

white spot. Below, whitish 01' yellowi~h, dappled with brown at the 

s ides. A black streak along the middle of the head, ancl OllE' on each 

side, from the eye to the com er of the mouth. Python 1·eticulat~os has 

the rostral shield and the :first four upper labials deeply pitted, This 

will se1·ve at once to distinguish it from the oth er two species of 

python, P. ?noltwtts and P. C'tcrt~cs which are found in this part of tlt e 

world and have only the first two labials ]!itted. P. ?nohw'us, the com­

mon Indian python, hfts been recently found at .J:.opburi. P. W?'l1ts 

has not yet been discovered but it probably exists in th e P eninsula. 

Habitat. Bmma and Indo-China to the Malay Peninsula and 

A rchipelago. 

l"amily ILYSIID.AE. 

G. Cylinc/:,.oph·us mfus . 
.... 

Siamese. ;J !l\.l "]lJ (ngu kon kltop). Veqr common in Bang-­
:11 

kolr. Found beneath logs of woocl 01' in heaps of earth o1· dead leaves, 

or in holes in the ground. FreLfUently to be met with crossing the roads 

• 
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on wet nights, It has a curious habit when molested of coiling itself up 
with the head hidden beneath a fold of the body and the tail curled, 
up over its back, somewhat after the manner of a scorpion. This 
attitude to one who does not lmovv it, is highly intimidating, and has 
given rise to its vernacular name, " ngu kon khop," the snake that 
bites with both ends. The tail is extremely short and blunt, and the 
body being of almost uniform diametet· throughout, it is eaey for a 
casual observer to mistake one end for the other. ·To the :M:alays it is 
known as the " ular dua kepala," the two-headed snake. It is con­
sidered highly poisonous, but is, as a matter of fact, a most inoff~nsive 
creature. I have never yet known one to bite-even when newly 
caught. 

Food. Eels and other snakes. Its appetite is gargantuan. 
It seems to prefer a meal at least as large as itself, if not larger, and 
the manner in which it can pack its food away and appear but little 
bigger afterwards is extraordinary. One I had in captivity, itself 400 
mill imetres in length, overcame ana devoured a Keel· back ( Tropi­
donotus piscato1·) of 500 mm. (20 inches), the latter snake being well 
known for its activity and· aggressiveness. .Another was found having 
just swallowed a water-snake (Homalopsis buccata), the former 780 mm. 
long and the latter 925 mm. Two other specimens were caught in 
the water in the act of swallowing eels, their prey on each occasion 
being several inches longer than t.hemselves. l could quote many 
other instances only a little less voracious. 

In captivity it is an uninteresting creature, burrowing at once 
into the soil of its cage, and never re-appearing except under cover of 
darkness. .At the sam~ time it would appear to be by no means 
nocturnal in it.s habits, as the records of its appetite show, all of which 
events took place in broad daylight. 

Length. Boulenger gives it up to 825 mm. -The largest speci­
men I have seen measured 865 mm. ( 34, inches ) in total length, the 
tail contributing 15 mm. only. 

Oolo~t?' t in life ). lrridescent black to dark purple-brown, the 
latter colour being found only in adnlts. The belly is marked with 
a series of dull white or pinkish cross-bands, about as broad as their 
corresponding inter-spaces, and interrupted at the mid-line. In the 
young, another series of narrower bands tnweis upwards on to the 
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back, but become gradually obscm ecl in latet· life, although by careful 
examination traces of them can usually bA found. The tail has a 
reddish ot· ora,Jgt-: mark, and there is often a collar of the same 

colour. 

6. Xeno11eltis unicolo1·. 
"" .! . Siamese. \l ll~\l tnVW18 ( ngu saang atlnt ). The ln.rgest of 

'll 

all the burrowing snakes that inhabit Bangkok, where it is fair]~· 

common. ]t is found frequently in the saw-mills , hiding away in the 
stacks of wood or beneath the squares. It is found also in the garden .; 
when tuming up the ground, and benmtth heaps of leaves and rubbish . 
In loose soil it can burrow rapidly anfi easily, and in capitivity, like 
the preceding species, usually disappears immediately into the earth 
of its cage. It appears to be entirely nocturnal in its habits. It i:-: 
an active powerful snake and when first caught, although it will make 
violent efforts to escape, and wrap itself round one's hand and fingP.rs 
with great constricting force, does not attempt to bite. I t has the 
curious habit when excited of vibrating the tip of its tail with great 
speed. The habit is by no means confined to this species, but with 
X. unieolo1· it is so strongly and rapidly performed that I have at times 
thought I could actually hear the vibrations. 

The Siamese name, " ngu saang athit, " the sunbeam snake, is 
well deserved. The high polish of every scale in its body, and the 
beautiful tints, chiefly of sapphire bluE' and en~ erald green, which flash 
forth from the upper surface (although the actual colour is uniform 
black or dark brown), make it a very striking creature in appearance. 

Food. H.ats, mice, frogs and other snakes. 
Dimensions. Grows to a length of 1200 mm. (4, ft.). The tail 

IS very short, measuring only about one-tenth of the body length . 
The largest Bangkok specimen I have seen measured from snout to 
vent 860 mm., tail 75 mm. 

Oolou1· (in life). Above, from black or an intense bluish black 
to chocolate brown, uniform, the last 3 rows of costal scales bein o· 

"' edged with white. Beneath, white, immaculate, except for the sub-
caudal scales which are edged with dark grey. The young are black 
above with a white or yellowish collar extending on to the occiput . 

• 
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This collar entirely dis3.ppears as the snake grows up. The change to 

brown takes place later in life, and is confined to adult age. Whether 

it occurs in all specimens I cannot say. My own experience in Bang­

kok is that it does so. 

li'amil~r Cou :rnn !lA E 

Subfamily A.c twcnoLWJ:\ ... E 

7. Ac1·o•hord~•s jn·vc~nicw; . The Elephant';:; 'J'rnnk Snake . 
.... 

Siamese. .:1~ .:li"J~ ~1.:1 ( n gu nguang chan g ). rairly common 

111 Bangkok, inhabiting the river aurl klongs . Often caught in the 

mull left by the t·eceding ticle. Occasionally t o be found crossing a 

roml, lmt on lanll it is quite out of its element anrl it,s mOI'ements are 

s low ancl c lumsy, progressing as mu ch like a gigan t ic worm as like a 

snake. A s wit)1 many of thtl ft·esh water snakes, it lw.s an ext remely 

sluggish dispos ition , at a ny rate during the dar tilll e. I11 captivil)" it 

hardly evet· moves except under cover of darkn es:s. 1f ltall(ll ecl quietly 

it makes no attempt to bite, but if roug hly seiz~r1 will tnm ::l ll"ihl_r 

npon onE', and IYith it ;; brge teeth can infli rr. severe II"OIImb. 

Food. This consists chi efly of fish, but it is possible that this 

sjwcies is ::.lso vegetari11n in its diet . . In the stolllach of one e::wght; 

in J·ava,"f a 'luantity of undi gested fruit was fou nd , ancl in one caught 

in Bangkok 1 discovere ~l a cnrious conglomet·ation of :small har1l nuts , 

small st;ones, a large piece of ;;;tt·ing, as \re il as a qua.ntit.y of fi.; h bones. 

Such things cortld only have h een swallowe1l accidentally. o t· mora 

probably were in the st.cnucit of some creat.l1l'e eah"'n b.v t lt e sna ke. 

I am not snt·e that it will not eat ca rri on. l.''urthe t· nb~e rrat· i o n :; upon 

its diet will he int erest·in g. 

Jt is a prolific wake. Cantor mention s one in hi :; pos~ession 

\Yhiclt bronght forl.h 27 :,·oung ones, and two ot hers which .l examin ed 

tLmarrls tlt e end ut" _\[ny con tai ned t·e::; peuti\·el.' · 27 ancl 3~ well. 

tl evelope1l E'mbryos. 

/Jimensio,ls. l'p to 2300 mm. (Houleng·pr). Th e brge:; t speci­

m en l have seen mea <; nred ] 835 mm. (6 f, .. et) . L-'u t· its lewrt h thi;; 
"' 

~uak e has enorm ous git-th, g rea te t· than t.h <Lt of any other snak tJ 

[ kn ow. This · point i;:; well brou'"ht ont i1t the very exC•··l le nt 

plate. repro•l uced from a photograph taken ,,.h ile the l~ reahue was ali 1·e 

* Vide Buul ~ ug e r's !i'ept·ilia ancl /Jakac!tia •if the Maluy /'eniJtsHlct. 
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Oolo1· (in life) . \Yhen fi.r,t caught it is u-uaily not sufficient­

lY clean to make 011t any definite markings, but the actual coloration 

(after washing) will be found to be as follows . Above, dull brO\"n 

or greyish brown, palc:>r below, and with a line of dark, circular or 

or obl01tg blotches on eit het· flank, Thc:>se mark illgs, the great girth, 

am1 the loo,f, baggy ~kin cove rE'rl wi1h tuherclf:'s, instt>ad of scales, 

:;:erve to distingnish this species r1uite easily from all other~. Its title 

of the l~leph:wt's 1'nmk f:inake is a very appropriate one. 
f {ubitnt. Siam and the ::\'lalar .l'enimmla, Ja,·a afll1 Xtw 

C: niMa. 

8. Uher"!/'l'l'l.lS rr,·amtlutus. OlosPly allied to tit~ precec1ing, but 
much small er. !<' lower in It is list mentions a specim en which was in the 

Mnseum durill g his time and was labelled "Bangkok. " 'J'his snake 

is an inhabitant of rivet· mouth s ::mu the adjacent ~ea-coasts. It is 

common at Tacheen \\'here it is often ca11ght with the fish at the 

stakes. It is not unlikely therefore that one may occasionally be 

carri ed np here hy some unu snally high ti<le or upon some fishing 

l1out. it can, howen•r, onl_\" he lookec1npon a an accidental visitor. 

8uhhmily CuiXBI{IIlAE. 

U. 'J 'ro1drlrmolns pisculfl'!'. 

8imncse .J tntJ ~el ( ngn lui ·u11· ) . \'cry comlllon in Uangkol,, 
~ 

hf·ing jJ lentifnl nel')·\rhere, eSJWC:ial'y in rite pn<li-fields duri ng the m:t 

11·rnl hvr. It i:-; far an,l :1.\Yn.y tltt:> conttnone,;t snab:• that is met 11·ith 

" ·hen mtt ::; niJ e shooting. During the hot· weather it is not mnch in 

~"'·id encc:>, con finin g itself tu the ba11ks of ldong:; atH1 pools; but iYith 

the n<he11t of tl1e rains ani! con::~equent Booding of I he fieltL it t·oams 

abmtt all orer the count ry , finding en~rpdt ere nbull(bncP. of it:; faYonr­

ite footl-frogs allll fi:-h . H makes Jto attempt to kill its prry, bnt 

proceeds at OJJC'e to &11·allo11· it n.lin>, anr'l the pitiful cries of thP frc.g 

n~ it is ~l(lll"ly rttp-nlphed must uc ll't>ll ],110\Yn t·o eYeryone ll"lto Ita:-; 

t-pent much tinw in t lw fielcls." Fi,_h it "·ill cle,·out· \rith great 

\Orncity. antl in th e ,mall pn<l<l]C',; that form :-~s I he gronncl dries n-p 

nn(l 11·ltere t he fi:;lt get lterde<l togetlH' r, it 111ny he tomHl making huge 

* Tl1is procr-dure may Rrem e:dre n ely cruel. hnt .. >Jfter all, Natm·e 
lms not provided the sna l.; e ll·ith auy ot It er means of disposin~ o£ it ~ prey. 
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mrnls. It is a goocl swimmer and is never found far away from "lmter. 

It appears to be entirely diurnal in its habits. 

In disposition this snake is bold aud aggressive, striking ancl 

biting fierce ly when molested , and with it~ sharp teeth being able to 

inflict quite severe wounds, even through gloves. In capt ivity, ho11·­

ever, it quickly grows accustollled to being lw11dh,tl, and after a ~hort 

time makes no attempt to injure oue. 

Length. Up to 1200 mm. ( 4 feet), the tail forming one thi!'(l 

or one quarter of the IYhc.le. ~rh e largest Bangkok sper imrn 1 have 

seen measured, snout to vent, 960 mm., tail 240 mm. 
Coto1· ancl m•t-rhn~JS . In colomt ion thi::; spec ies, wltirh is 

widely >pread ovep the Bast, shows grt·at variat ion, ~ao much so that if 
tlt<<y were to be: judged by their markings alone, they \YlJUllllJe Jre­

tpleutly con :; iclei eel a s diffe rent species . Major \Yall * in an art·icle 

upon this >nake endea,·onrs to arrange them into ten dif.f'ei·ent ,·:nieties. 

?-!any of these howe1·er merge so gmfl ually into each other that it is 

impo:>s ibl e to rlmw an _v rle finit e line bet11·een them. Tlie foll ow i11 g 

description appli es to Bangkok, and as f::Lr as J am :1.1rare to 1·he I' P~t 

of Siam. 

A boYe, olive brown OI' g-ret' n .. with hlac;k spots anange<l <jiiin­

cuncial ly, those upon the sid e~ be ing longer t l1 an t he ol: ht' I's, forming 

a series of short· trmisver:;e bn.r.:L 'l'he ::;pots 1·ary con~iderably in 

cl iffei'Pnt individnal s. Tlwy may b e so i•Hli st in ct; as t;o he alm o~ t. 

ahsent , or so large as to al most ob::>C III'e t he gl'Ounrl ca lor, or they may 

he I i nl; ed together forming a nPtwork. Hrigh r. scarlet markings ufre n 

ex i ~t upon the sid ... s. Beneath. whiti ::;h or yel]OI,·ish, each 1·entml a111l 

s ul>cauclal scale hei ng edged with black. An obl iq•1e black st rea k 

lwlow the. eye, anotl1er behind it. A. che i"I'On-shaped rnnrk, more or 

less apparent np011 th e 11 er- k. ·],,rerst ir.ia1 f- kin n ~nally arrangpd in 

black aml yellow nticnhtiOI IS. t lw yellow often exte1 1rli1Ig ull to th~ 

ad jacent scales. 

Jlal.itat. Jn rlin.. Bnrlllah nnd ~- Chin a to the M a by l' t' liill~ll b 

and Archipelago. 
1 (). '/',.o 1 n·rl unot ns I' uJ,- 'Ill i·11 iul. u.s . 

Sirtmese . ,J Fin U.fl~ ( ngu kkt\Y d:u<11 g ). Quite [I. S common a!!: 
~ 

* J ,mnwl. Bombay .\Tnt. !list Society, Vol XV Tl, No. 4-. 



16 .TODRKAT,, NATFRJI T, HJ8T. SOOJE7'Y OF STAM. Vol. I. 

the preceding, but more an inhabitant of gardens and garden 

land. Very simihtr also in habits but less aggt·essive. Thif; snake 

l1as to a marked extent the power of fla.ttsning its borly, which it 

Joes when caught or excited in any way. It feeds chiefly upon 

frogs and in captivity quickly becomes tame. 

T,e·nyih. Up to l UOO mm. 

Calm· ( in life). Above, brow n, uniform or with small black 

spots niTanged across the vertebral line in pairs, or connected form­

ing short cross-bars. Head, olive green, with a black streak below 

the eye. l<'or about 5 cent.Jmetres upon the neck there is a patch 

of bright vennilhon. The intl;'rstitial skin of th is snake is extreme­

ly handsome, being arr:l!lged for the most part in a network pattern 

·with the meshes a lte rnate ly black and Jellow. T his shows up 

strongly when the snake expands its body. The young have :tn 

ulive-grey ltead, with a black patch act·oss the nape and a yellow 

collar behind it. Identification is easy, in life, the red c·olour upon 

i.he 11eck se.·ving tu distingu isl1 it at once. In spirit this mark 

disflppPars very rHpirl ly. 

1-[a/J·itat. Eastern Himaln.ya s, Bmma a.nd S. Chinfl. to the 

Malay Archipe l:1go. 

ll. 1'ropidonolu.~ stolal-tbs. 

Not previously recorued from Thngkok. Dr. Jlobert has a 

specimen which is said to ha.-e lH' en caug-ht here. 'fhis little snake 

l1rts a wide dish·ibution in the East and is possibly more common in 

the ~orth \)f Siam. 
] ~. J,ycorlr;n auliws. 

~ot very common. Found generally in the neighbourhood of 

houses a.nd of tPn inside them , hidin g itst>lf away dur ing the dayt ime 
in any ava ilable hole or crevice. Jt is a good cli lllber and appears 

to prefer the roof to the floor. [n disposi tion it is an active, 
excitable cre::tture and ha s a wost vicious temper, striking a11d b it ing 

freely when ever CH ught, but l)eing quite unable, on account of its 
small s ize to do ~n ;y damage. 

l"ootl . Chiefly geckoes , but also otl; er spPcies of lizards. 

l.enuth. Boulenger in his Fo:nnro of ih e Malay f'enins~da gives 

the total length a,.; 510 mm. Wall states that they glow u p to 750 

mm. in length, but remn.rks tha t specime1is over GOO mm are mre. 

• 
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His measurement.;; refer to specim e ns in l.ndi a.. 1'1•t: lnrgest. on e 

that I have seen. taped oUO mm. in total length thP t<til fo-r111ing 

105 mm. This suake is very vari ·1. ble in its markings, but I ha.ve 

up to the prPsent seen ouly onA V<triety in Siam, althoug h 1 have 

t:!.x::nnined specimens from widely separ·;tted pa.r·ts of 1 he countr·y­

Chiengnrai , Df'n Chai, Lopburi, Bangt;tp ha. r• and S irac lra. It a c­

cords p1 ec ise ly with Hou I e n ger's deseri ption of the one f, .un•l in t l11~ 

Peninsula, It would appr.a r thNeft>re tlt;~.t t he va ri et.y fouml i u 

t h is region does not grow as large as the o nes found in lndia. 
Colo l' (in life). Ab•1ve, gn'lyi s h brown, with fi11e pale ye:low 

(in spirits, white ) rf\ticul:ttir:• •s, S'H"et.i m PS an·,t.nwd upn11 t.he U;1Ck 
as distinct cross bars. A tl'i :lllgul:tr· y -·llow.i.;; h blotch'"' eit.her si.l e 

of tl•e occ ipn t, which m:r.y be fn;;e:l i •r t•l a. colla.r·. lJ pp er labi,d s 

white or· ye ll owis h , each ,.,ea le with a tLu·:, 8pot. Be ne:tth, ~r·pyish 

o r· whitish. 

I£nln'la.i. luflia, Cey Ion, nurnm and ! nd.o-C hi r: a to th e J-f:tLty 

.Arch ipe la.f>O. 

13. Psa.m'nwphiR cond,tnrr. ;"tLS. 

:Major w~dl .::ails it the Indo-Bm·mese s,wd-s nake* but in no 

wa.y can t lt e ti t ie IJe cn usid ered part ic u htrly a pprnp ria.t.e tn t.b is 

loca.l it.y . 'l'h is ha 111l some s ua ke has not pre viously been l'P.co rded 

frorn S iam , its ue;t rt-st knowu haiJi t Lt IJein!..!· Pc•gu : •. nd Ba.ssei n iu 

Burma. Jt is not CO it111J O II in B:w~kok. At Sala. Den:.{, 011 tlt e 

wnste l a nd co nnnonly known as '·t he Ditc l• es," t here is <t ;;: n:tll 

co lo11 y, a nJ .I have see n s peeime ns from othe r pHts of th e 

town. ~ly acquai••ta uce with t,his s nake ali ve is (•.on'ti ne<l to tJe 

co lony j ust nte nti •med. <W d to a. ce rbtin ti111P. of t l• e <.lay whe n, 

after heavy rain, Llae sk.Y de;u·;; for :1.11 illltll ' o r two bef•.1re su nsP f. 

Th e u. as if seek in );{ to d ry and w:trlll t. lt P m s~-; l ves, they c limb to thP 

top most bou~h s of the bushes <tllt<III!.(' :Sr, whieh tlt ,...y live, ;wcl ba sk 

in t.he dt'p 11·tiu~ rays . Th ey are very s la y :ud uul ~ :-: .; :t pproac lt ed 

wit~t ~rf'at ca.ut,ion dive like :t lhsh ·i:1t" t lt l:l n · •· ·l e r~ruwt lt be i<l\\' ;l.Hd 

nre lost to Ri!?ht. l have only nnce met, o ne <ll l tlH~ g to und . This 

was by the s ide of a 1-: lon g, in t he heat of the day. a11d it took 

without h esitation to the wate r and escnpt=>(l. W he11 eaug h t. fi rst 

-------------- ---

• JournaL Bvmb. 1y Nat . lJ. .<t. S ociet.v. Vol. XX, No. 3 
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tkey b ite flercely, and although t lt ey a.]w;tys retain :t certain ::~mount 

Qf their shy ttess in captivity, do not attempt t .. bite a.fterw;trcls. 
'l'hose I have kept lived i nvar i;tbly upon n. branch or bough p l<tced in 
their rage, a nd seldom descended to the earth . 

Poo, /. I'urther obse rvatiot ts on this point are wanted. ~!aj o r 

"\\' a.ll says he kn ew of ;t frog talen o.nee, and iizarLls ( tl!u/ ,uiu, 

(),dol l' .~) t\\·ice. I havfl found a small mou:se in t he stomach of one. 

At "the Ditches " liz,t.nls of any kind are se ld om met with . . Frogs 

abou11cl, except In the driest tno ntlt s. The undergrowth there is 

extrellle ly thid-: fur tlte greater part ol' t he yrar, a11d during the 

Decl:! tnber flo vcls the whole pla ce is usLmlly Ulltler wa.ter. J n cap­
tivity 111ine refusAd all food . 

f, ,~~~~;th. T lt e largest speci nte tt T h;tve sHe n me:tsm eLl ()[,:) ntm·. 
in tota l length, tl•e tail ue in g 225 lltllt . 

Oo/.o1 ( in life ). Above, l.J..tff, with font· wall r.lafined dark 

brO\"Vll stripes, e;tch I t scales wi•le ;tnd edged w:i rh black, prt3sin!.; 
down the entire le ngth of the body allll ta.il. Th e two med i ::~.1.) 

lines COlllmence at the intel'llasa.l shie i,Js , the two outer p: tss 
through the eye and along the fl.:tnk. In :>Oille speciuteus th e 

i ttll el' mn.rgiiiS of 1he tlledian stripes LPCGII:e uulitenttPd, and ill ~ 
large fe1nale in my posses1sion these hands are fuseLI i11to a. !:;i 11 gle 
btw 1J otw. Below, ye ll ow ish wl ti t.e, witb a fi11 e bl:l(:k li ue :tt t lt P 

m;trgins of the vent.lltl shields. l!pper labial~ , wltiti>dt. 'fil e w ]H IIe 

sn;tl;e ha;; a1i11e po li shed clppeatall ct> , allll tl1e body i. pnrticularly 
·o li.J nnrl CP111p;t CL lntPr.;titinl ~kn i11 life, is ll e \'PJ' vi :-; ibl e. 

1/uf,if ,tf . l11dia .. Btll'tJJ;t a.J1d S in Ill. 

('J'., Le cont i11 nerl.) 
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