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A PRELIMINARY LIST OF THE BIRDS 

OF BANGKOK. 

~ 

BY W. J. 1~. WILLIAMSON. 

'rhe follo\\'iug li st., comp1·i:;ing 127 species, is t.he result of obser

Yations made, and spec imens p1·ocurec1, dUI·ing several years of desultory 

study of the bird-life of Bangkok, followed by :1 yea1· of morR syste

mn.t.ic collectin g s ince the formnJ,ion of the Society. 

The numbers marked with n.n asterisk("') rel:tte to species of 

'"hich either no specim ens have been obtn.ined ( n.lthough the occui·

rence of the birds is lw lieved t o be tolembly certn.in) m· of ll'hich 

the identification has not yet been definit ely established. These bil'(ls 

are eight in number and it is hoped that members will encl e:wom to 

as3ist in clen.ring np the doubts regarding t hem by procuring anrl 

exmnining specimens. I shall be ve1'Y _gbd t.o undertake the examina

tion of these m· nny other hircls whi ch may be SE'nt to me , a>< to the 

identity of which 111 emhers may bP. nncertn.in. 

The nnmbeJ'S in bmckets ai·e those of t he same hi1·cl s in On.t.es' 

nml Blanford's volumes in the Ji'cmna. of Bl'ii1'sh lil.clic~, and both th e 

classification n.ncl the nomenc lature are al so taken hom that ll'odc 

The li st is, doubt less, st ill f:u from eomplete, as a number of 

n!lclitions ha\'e been made to it even during the la~t few wePks, almost 

np to the.chte of g·oing to press . Any new bit·cls which membet·s mar 

he abl e to proclll'e \\'i 11 be clnly n.cknoll'l erlgecl and incorpomtefl in 

the SE' rinl paper, ll'hi ch I hope to commence in the next number of the 

."lonrnal , giYing some acconnt of the nppenranct>, habit s, &c., of thE' 

birds of this locality. 

I cannot conclud e withont expressing my obligations to :l'\11'. 
H. 0. Robinson, of E:nn.la _f__,llrnpur, for much helpful n.clvic:e and fo1· hi s 

kindness in determinin g- the spt>cies of n number of the more difficnlt 

hi rcl s,. :My sin cere thanks are a lso clue to .M I'. K G. Herbet't fot· hi s 

nnfailing encourage ment aml cO-Of:emtion in the st.ucly of our birds, 

aml for his inmlnalJle aiel in 1:he i<h•ntificntion of many of t.lw speci

mens obtai necl. 
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0 h'TJRTl-T.:l8SERE8. 

FAMILY Cm·z,t'dae-cRows. 

Con·us macrorhynchus. 
Crypsirhina Yariuns. 

1\lng pi e . 

The J nngle Crow. 

The Bhck lb.cket-tni lecl 

FAMILY C1 aie?·opod/dae-LAUGHING THRUSHES, 

BABBLERS, BULBULS, &c. 

3 (1 7G) 1\Ii xoru is ru brirapillus. The YellO\Y-breastecl 

Babbler. 

4 (21.3) Acgithina t iphin . The Common lom. 

5 (288) Oto<·ompsa emeri a. '!'he Benga l Hed-whi sl,erec1 
Bn lbn l. 

6 

7 

(208) 

(307) 

Pyenonotus ana1 is . The Yell ow- vented Bnlbul. 

Pycnonotns plnmosus. The L:wge Olive Bulbul, 

FAMILY l.J/r?'U?'?'Ila('. DRONGOS OR KING- CROWS. 

8 (327) 

9 (;332) 

1 0 (iHO) 

Dicrurus atc q·. The B lack DYongo. 

Dinurus leuro!!cn ys . 'J'he White-cheeked DI'OJlD'o. 
~ • 0 

Dissemums 1 pnrncli se ns. T he Lr~l'ger Hacket-

1nilecl Drongo. 

FAMILY SJjlVI'Idae-WARBLERS. 

11 (3G3) Acrocephalus stentorcu:-:. 'J'he Indian Gl'eat 
Heed-Warbler. 

12 (~lH) Arn >Ct'pbalus or iontnli s. Th t> ga,; tel'll Gi'eat Heed
Wm·bler. 

13 (3/llo) Orth otom us sntori us. 'J'he I ndi;m Tai lor-bi lf1. 

l .L (376) Orthotomns ntrigulnri:-:. '.!'he Hlnck-thl'oatec1 
Tailor-bircl. 

] [) (88 1) 

16 (393) 

17 (410) 

Ci::; tico l::l cnrsi t.an ;-;, The llnfous l:'antni 1-vVarbl r J'. 

Arnncl inax. nedon. The '!'hi ck-bill ed Warh le1·. 

P hyll tJscopus fus('cltus. 'J'he Dll sky WilloiY-

Warblet'. 

18 ('1.17) P hylloscopus snpcreil i os us. Th e Oro11·ner1 \Y 1llow

\ Varbler. 

.. 
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H!RJiS OF BANGTWK. 45 

39 (003) _\.n thothrcptcs mahWCl'nsis. The Brown-thrvatecl 
Nun-bird, 

60 (911) Cha.lcoparia phoenicotis. The Huby-Cheek 

FAMILY Dicaeidae-FLOWER PECKERS. 

61 (DJ 3) Dicaeum crnentatum. The Scarlet -backed 
Flower- pecker. 

ORDER PIOI. 

FAMILY P~"cidae-WOODPECKERS. 

62 (%0) (-}ecinns oc<.:ipitalis. The Black-naped Green 
Vvood pecker. 

GJ (~)70) Dendrocopus pectoralis. The Spotted-breasted 
J:>ied Woodpecker. 

ORDRB- ZYGOJ)AOrryr,T. 

FAMILY Oapitonidae-BARBETS. 

6·1 ( J 019) Xantholaema haematocephala. The Crimson
b ren.sted Barbet. 

ORDER-A.NISODAOTYI,I. 

FAMILY Oonu·iadae-ROLLERS. 

65 (1023) CoraeiHs affinis. 1'he Burme~e Ho ll er. 

FAMILY .llfe?·opl'clae-BEE-EATERS. 

66 (J 027) -:\Ierops philippinns. Tile Blue-tailed Bee-eater. 

FAMILY AZcedin,idae-KtNGFISHERS. 

67 (1033) Ceryle varia. The Indian :Pied Kingfisher. 

68 (1035) Alcec.lo ispida. 1'he Co nuMn K in gfisher. 

69 (10·13) Polargopsis gurial. The Brown-headed Stork
b ill ed Kingfisher. 

70 (10114·) Halcyon smyrnensis. 
fisher . 

The \Vhite-breastecl King-

71 (1 045) Ha.lcyon pileata. The Black-capped Ki11g£islter. 

73 (10t.L7) Sam opatis chl ori~. The Wh ite-collared King
fi;;her. 
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ORDER-MA CBOOIIIRES. 

FAMILY Cypsel£dae-SW IFTS. 

73 (107 1) Cypselus pa.cifi.cus. The Large W hite-ru mpec1 
Swift . 

H ( 1081 ) Co1localia. fuciphaga. Th e I ndian Ed ible-ne t 

Swift let. 

FAMILY Caprz'mulg£dae-NIGHT J~Rs. 

75 (1091) Caprimulgus a.sia.ticus. The Comm on I nd ian 
Nightjar. 

*76 (1 0~13) .CJnprimulgus macrurus. Hor~ fi eltl' ::; N ightjar. 

ORDER- COCCYGES. 
FAMILY Oucuhdae-cucKoos. 

77 (11 08) H ierococcyx sparverioides . Th e Large H awk
Cuckoo. 

78 (1113) Cacomantis merulinus. The R ufous-bell ied 
Cuckoo. 

79 (lllLL) Penthoceryx sonnerati. Tlte Banded Bay 
Cuckoo. 

80 (111 6) Chrysococcyx maculn.tus. 
81 (111 9) Coccystes coromandus. 

eel Cuckoo. 

'l'he E merald Cuckoo. 

The Red-winged Crest-

82 (1120) E nclynamis h onorata. The I ndian K oel. 

83 (1130) Centropus sinensis. The Commc. n Coucal or 
Crow-P heasant . 

8LJ. (J 133) Contropus bengalonsis. The Lesser Coucal. 
OlWER-P8I '17fl'A CI. 

FAMILY Ps£ttacz'dae- PARROTS. 
85 (J 138) Palaeornis torquatus. The Hose-ring-ed Par oquet. 

()R TJEH-8'1'B IGES. 

FAMILY 8t1·1:r_;£dae- OWLS. 

0G ( ll i>:2) f' tri x flmnm ea. Th e Screech Owl. 

FAMILY As~·onidue-OWLS . 

t:\ 7 (1173) 8cops gin. Th e Scops Owl. 

88 (1178) ~cops bnkkarnoena. T he Collarecl Scops Owl. 

' • 
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BIRDS OF BA 1\"GIWK.. 

89 (1187) Ninox scntulata . The Brown Hawk-Owl. 

"'90 (1191) 

"'91 (1196) 

ORDEB--A CCIPITRES. 
FAMILY fl;ultun dae-VULTURES. 

Otogyps calvus. '['h e Black Vulture. 

Pseudogyps bengalensis. 'l'he Indian White
backed Vulture. 

FAMILY Falconz"dae-EAGLES, KITES, FALCONS, ETC .. 

92 

93 

\J4 

95 

96 

97 

98 

(1228) 

(1~29) 

(1330) 

(1232) 

(1236) 

(1237) 

(1244) 

Haliastm indus. Th e Brahminy Kite. 

~filvus govinda. Th e Common Pari;th Kite . 

Milvus molanotis. 'l'he Large Jndi ::t !l Kit.e. 

Elanus caeruleus. The Black-wing<•d Kite. 

Circns mebnoleucus. 'l'he Pied Harri e1·. 

Circns aeruginosus. The M::ll'Sh-Hanier. 

Astur b t~dius. 'rhe Shikra.. 

ORD£'R-COLUMBAE. 

FAMILY Colwnlndae-PlGEONS AND DOVES. 

99 (1279) Osmotreron vernans. The J)ink-necked Green 

Pigeon. 

•·'100 (1308) Turtur tigrinus. The Maluy Spot.ted Dove. 

'1·7 

101 (131 1) Oenopopolia t.ranquebarica. 'l'h e Rt>d 'l'nrtle

Dovt'. 

102 ( 13J 5) Geopelia striata. Th e Barred Ground-Don•. 

ORDER-G£1LLINA 71:. 

FAMtLY Pha.n 'am'dne·-PHEASANTS. 

*- 103 (1354) Excalfaetm·in. chil)ensis. The Blue-breasted 

Quail. 

*'104 (1374) Francolin us chinensis. 'rhe Phstern or Chinese 
Francolin. 

ORDER -G HA]_; r;AE. 

FAMILY Ba.!l?'rlae-RAILS. 

105 (1389) Hypotaonidin striata. Th e Hl~t e- b rea:;ted Ha.mlerl 
Rail. 

106 (1398) Amaurornis fuscus. ThP Hmlcly Crake. 
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107 (B0 1) Amn,urornis phoenicuws. 'l'lt e White-breastecl 

vVab~r-h e n. 

108 (J.I.03) Oallicrex einerea. 'l'lt e \Vn,ter-Oock. 

0 ZWF:l!.-LDIIOOJ;A Ji,'. 

FAMILY ({farr:olidae-COURSERS AND PRATINCOLES. 

l OG (l ·J.2.)) Ul<neola o rientalls . 'l'he hrge ludian Prn,tincole 

or Swallow-Plo1•e r. 

FAMILY Cf,.n.rnr/ril'd rrc-PLOVERS, SANDPIPERS AND SNIPES. 

110 (H:J:2) Sacrograrnmus atrinuchalis. 'l'n e Burmese Wn,t

111 

112 

11 3 

11 4 

110 
116 

117 

11 8 

(1 •1,39) 

( H ·1·7) 

(1160) 

( ltJ,G l) 

( l tJ,(j2) 

( i 't8,.L) 
(JtJ,85 j 

(1J.88) 

tlecl Lapwin g . 

Clwradrius fulvus. 1'1t e Easl.ern Golde ll Plover. 

Aegialitis clnLia . The Lit,tle Hin ge r1 Plov~ r. 

T ot<.Ll1US hypoleucus . l'h e Common Sn,ndpiper. 

Totanm; gLweola. Th e \Voor1 Sn,nr1piper . 

T otanus ochropus. Tlte Uc···en Sn,cH ipiper. 

Ga1linago coelestis. The F:L11tail S nipe . 

Uallinago otenm'<L 'l'lc e l)inta il Snipe. 

Ho::;trn.tnb Cttpeusis. The J)ain t.ed Snipe. 

UHDIJ:U-GAVIAE. 

FAMILY La1·/rlae-GULLS AND TERNS. 

119 (UDG) 1-fydroehul-illou bybricla. The Whi skered Tem. 

Ol?.Dli:H-JTEROIJJONE8. 

FAMILY .Arde1'dae-HERONS. 

120 (1 062) Dubulcus coromanclus. 'L'h e Oa.tLle Eg t· t>t . 

1:21 <1 565) ;\n1eoht grayi. Tlc e P onc1H t> ron. 

122 (1 568) Nycticorax griscus. T he Night H e ron. 

123 (1 Z>71) ..A rcl ctta oinonsis. Th e Yellow B irten1. 

·12 b (1572) A nletta einn;tmotnoa. ThA Ohest.nut Bittel'l1 . 

125 (151 ~3; Dupetor fbvicolli s. Th e lllo.ck Bi tte!·n. 

ORDER-AN8~'llES. 

FAMILY Anah'dae-SWAt-JS, GEESE AND DUCKS. 

126 (1589) Dcn<lronycnn. java.niea . 'l'h e \Vhi.tling Teal. 

*l l7 (1601) Qtwrqtwclnht cirei ;t. 'Til t- (;:tJ'gan ey or Blne-
"·i n,,.,,d 'l'l'al. 

" 
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