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wh ereas the young of Barking Deer a1·e spotted. My own experience 
· reverses this entire ly, aml I believe, in the Mal ay Sa m b:\r, it is now 
recognised that the young are spott ed, thon gh at \\'hat age they lose 
the'ir spots is uncertain. 

3. Has the Brow-Antlered Deer a spotted coat at certain 
seasons r Have any heads been obtainerl wit h n. g reatE>r ant ler measure­
m ent, than 5<L inches, the biggest g iven by Blanforcl? As r egards 
:-lambar heads, the slml l of the i::\iam ese furm is as bi g as, or perhaps 
bigger than, t he Imlian, but the horns of the Siamese are much 
shorter, though the circnmference at the bntt or above the first ti ne 
is frequently as g reat as t he Indian. 

4. Messrs Yates a nd Hogers, of the Bombay Burma Trading 
Corporation, have report.en a black species of 'Wild Dog. Has any­
one else ever met with this animal, a nd have spE>c i mens ever been 
obtained? Where do the (red ) Wild Dog (Oyon ?'t6tilan8) go in the 
d1·y season? I have observed that they chase the Sarnbar clown to the 
cnl t i vat ion at the beginning of the rains in .May and June; at other 
sea::Jons lnever see t hem. · 

5. Nothing is generally known as to '"hether the two species 
of Rhinoceros occur ea..:t of the Menam Chow Plu·ant, and the nor­
thern limit of t he Tapir ( 'l'apints i?ulicu$, R in.rrws~ '' f:lam::Jet ") is 
uncertain. 

K. G. C-i ,11lWN 1~ 11 . 

Feuma?'f/, 1 011 •. 

No. \ " .. -BREEDI?\TG ()F TllE PATNTED SNIP I ~. 

l t is not smprisiug to find tl1at the Painted ~'nipe (RostTaitt116 

ci:tpensis) or "Painter" bt·eeds within th e limit s ot the ordinary 
Bangkok shooting ground ,:, as it h ns been recorded from C:a lcut·ta and ' 
also from Burma, b n t as far as I am aware it has not been !'<'Corded 
from :-:>iam, and more particnlarly from B~ngkok. During the last 
rains I have hacl two clutclles of eggs and two young hirrls broug ht to 
mE'. ~l'h e first, c ln tch of four eggs was fonncl on the oth J nly, ami hacl 
been ln.iil about a week. 'rhe second lwst, also of fonr eggs, ll'as fonncl 
on t,he llth August, and these E>ggs hacl been luicl fully ten clays. The 
fi1·::lt young bird \\'as canght by M1·. Mc .. Beth :1nd sent to m e on the 
18th i::\eptember; it was nearly fully f:leclgecl and could rise abont two 
feet from the grou nd but co uld 11 ot fly. ThE> ot hE>r young bird was 
canght about ten miles hr l01Y Palmampho on t he B1·d October, and \Yas 
full y flNlgecl. 

It was interesting to note, in these young birds, the curions clis­
pl::ty by which this speciE's seeks to tf'ITorizt> an c>ne my, and which has 
hP en described by Finn in rTon· to know the Indian Tl 'ade)·s . \\Then 
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slight ly alarmed the bird would raise the wing f.'i1'thest f.rom the in­
t ruder , but \Yh en " cornered ", both wings would be ex te!l(l f' cl and 
b rought forwa't'd nutil th ey reacl~ed beyond th E:' tip of the benk, ancl 
the tail spread, so t hat the beantifnl sp<:>tted markings we1·e f nll y 
shown. The hissing, as de.scribed by :Finn, was very noticeable i u th e 
older bird, but in the younger one it was replaced by a low plaintive 
whistle, so it possibly only occurs with the more fully developed 
birds. 

The " P ainter " is reported as hreeding two or t.h ree ti nws 
during the season , and it is likely that t he breP.d in g st'ason in Bangkok 
extends over the greater part of the rains. The nPst is the usual 
hol low, often ·with a pad of gmss, and the eggs nre fom in llUJnber, 
sli ghtly pyriform in shape, yel lowish stone colour with large markings 
of very dark brown or black. The eggs measm e 1.4. by 1 inches. 

hould anyone be so fortunate as to come across· a si ftin g bird, i t 
·would be interesting to n ote whether it is a rnnle or female, a::: t!Je male 
is the inferior bird and there is reason to believe t hat it sits on th~ 
nest. 

E . G. HEHBEHT. 

·Octobet·, 1913. 

No. VI. BREEDING OF PAINTED SNIPE 1N SL\M. 

The point ns to whether the P ainted Snipe breeds aronnn 
Bangkok has been di scussed and doubted so often that it "·ill interest 
.sportsmen and naturali sts, I feel sure, to know that while shooti11g this 
season at Sala Yah, I cam e across a mothet· wit,h four clticks. 'I'his 
was on September 2~ncl . My man caught one of the chicks. It was 
q uite small and u nable to fly , being covered only with clown, and had 
therefo1·e obviously been hatched ont only a few cla.ys. I din not keep 
<the chick oe make any specia l note of its coloration, but the parent bird, 
which I saw at quite close l! uarte rs, was clearly a "Pain ter." 

0. H. FOHTY. 

Novembm·, 1913. 

No. VIL-THE MOULTING QF SNIPE. 

I noticed this seaEon that the " Pintails," or, at any rate, the 
early arrivalE, were already in moult. \\·hen they re..1.ched Bangkok. In 
the case of four of the first bi rch; shot (Sept. 14th) , one had complet­
ed the moult of the primaries but tlt e new feathers were not quite 
fully developed; the second had on l,lr the two outer primaries of the 
old featl1 ers remainin g and f he ue11· ones we1·e in varying states of 
<leveloperne nt ; the third hacl lost six of t he old primarie,;, and the 
fo urth binl had onlj' lost fow·. Jn the latte{' two .instances the new 


	NHBSS vol. 1 (I) No. 1 1914_OCR_splitPart70
	NHBSS vol. 1 (I) No. 1 1914_OCR_splitPart71



