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feat.hers weee little mot·e than stumps. It is true this was an excep
tionn.lly bte season in startiug, aud nlll.y have harl something to do 
wit.h t.he particular st.af(e of rnuult in which t.he birds arrived, but that 
rat;lter adds to the inten'\St of the subject thau otherwise. 

1'l1e moult of the pt·im::n·ies appAared to start from about the 
e.-1 ntre of' the wing, usually about the 7th and St,h, followed by the 
Jw ·t out er pair u.ucl th en an iuuet· pair, so by the time the outer pair 
of pri mat·i es wet·e clmpperl thf'l new centra feather:;; had put on a fair 
am onnt of growt li. This was about the weakest stage of the moult, 
\\'it en only the ontet· pair of old primaries remain. 

Alloth er uoticeable featnee of the moult was the dropping of 
t he" pin" fcatlt ers from Lhe tail, which occm·recl about a month later. 

E. G. RERBERT. 

November, 1910. 

No. Vlli.-DISTRrBUTION OF TJ-lg IN DIAN PIED KINGFISHER 
(CERl"LE VAR! .d.) t\NLJ SPOTTED OWLET 

( .ATIIENE BRA .lid) lN SIAi\1. 

I have bef.n endeavourin~ to trace recently the southern limit 
of the Iuclian Pi ed King fi sher ( Ceryle va1·ia. P 1033 ) and should be 
glad if you,. reader;; would lit:,] p me. This bird abounds on 1 bf. Me 
l'iug and Me Yome, a nu river::; furthet· North, and is very plentiful 
on t.he .M:enam above and b r>l w Bangkok, but is unknown in the 
Mala.y States. It is common in India, Oeylon, and Burma in the 
phin>;, except soutlt of .Amher::; t, and it extends east into China, but 
u.ppat·ontly doe:; not go mnch south of Bn.n,skok. It should not be 
dimcnlt to trace, a :> it is a noi.'y bird and c·t n be readily recognised by 
ir.s pt>culiar fi::;hing habits. Unlike oth er h:ing fi slt <! ril it never plunges 
from a [ixed perch, but. fli es m·er t he water a ud hovet·s with its beak 
poin ted dowt~waed::;, at a beig·ht of h·eqne ntl,v 15 or 20 ft·et above the 
sud~Lce , when it snspect.s tile presence ol' fi idt. It dives for its prey 
afte r· hovering, hence the , 'iamesfl name " Nok km ten pale lal",'' 
which likens th e long stmight plunge to the d1·iving of a stake. 

Anot,her species which occur.; iu Siam, though as far as I am 
aware it. has not ]11'<-' Viously been recorded, is the Spotted Owlet 
( Atlwne bm·ma. F. 1180 ). It i::; qui te common some 4·0 miles north 
of Bangkok, bLlt l b.-.li evM it does not occur in Bangkok ot· further 
sonrh in i::iia1n-the exacb distriblltion of it is therefoee of interest. 

Blanfurd g ive:> it tts occtllTmg throughout India, but not in 
Oeylon. and as common in th e Irrawarl.!y valley from Prome upwat·ds, 
the lat.itmle of Prome being about 18'. 'l'he latitude at which it is 
found in <:liam is known to l.Je as far south as 14'. 

The 8potteJ Owlet is a noisy little bird ( 8" long) which comes 
out befol'e sunset and p o lli'S foeti! a volley of chuckles and sq_neaks. 
U snally two of thestl individuals sit. shouting togethet·, as if tt·ying 
which ca11 fini;;lt it s cltat tt:>r fir;;t. The entit·e uppet· plumage is an 
asby ht'0Wil copionsly spotted with white, and the tail is barred with 
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four to six bars. 'l'hp. lower plumage is whitish with broken brown 
cross bars or spot.s. The legs are feath ered do\\'n to the feet, and the 
toes covered with long brist les on the upper side. This owlet has no 
so caller! "eat·s ",and mnst not be confused with the Scops Owl, which 
is a yni et litt.ltl owl and only titters a monotonous " toop '' at regular 
interval:; of abont teu seconds. 

E. G. HERBERT. 

Jantu~ry , 1914. 

Ku. 1X. lJISTHfiHJTIO~ OF A NCIS TR ODON RHODOS1'ROMA, 

TilE M.\LA \"AN VIPER, JN SIAM. 

Th e only record of this snake in Siam up to the present has 
been ham th e island of Pttket. North of thi s lat,itude it had not been 
knoll'n at all. Hec~nt collect ions h:we shown, howevet•, that it has 
a nntch wirl e1· cl istri bution. It i::; not uncommon at Bang·taphan, near 
the sea coa,; l, and Mr. P. A. R. BatTOn has found it at Nong Kai P loi, 
just. B. nf Srimaharicha, eleYatiou 150 metres, where it appea1·s to be 
eqna ll y piPntifnl. One was recAntly caught at Lopburi, and Dr. Spt·ater 
procut·Nl last year n vet·y yotlllg' specimen at Kumpawapi, 250 km. 
N. of J\.orat, Lat. 17° 10' N., Long. 10:::lc 50' E. It will thus be seeu 
to have a wicl e cli ,; tt·ibntion in this country, and its northern range of 
habitat, gt·eat.l.\· im:rea:;erl. 

Speakin g of its poison, Boulenger says, " This snake was lon g 
known from .hva only, where it is regal'ded as one of the most 
dangerous poisonous snakes, cases bei ng· known of men dying five 
minutes afr.et' being bitten. In tlt e neighbourhood of Biserat and 
K nala Jalat· ( Malav f:ltates) where it was discovered hv Messt·s 
.Annandale and H.obinson, the nat ives do not believe its bite to Le 
fitt<d ." Th e people of Bangtaf.lhan and Nong Kai Ploi, who appear 
to know this snake quite well, also ag ree that its bite is not parti
cularl y rlang-er·ous, and as natives OH the snbject of snake-bite are apt 
to exnggemte rat,lt er than otherwise, one is inclined to accept these 
statements tts cot·t·ect. 

I lta\7e recently a~quit·ed 4 livi11g Rpecimens. They at·e ex
tremely sluggish creatut·e,;, remaining motionless throughout th e 
entire day , uwally coilerT 'Up in a circle with the head pt·ojecLing front 
the micl:lle, ::mrl t.he bocl.v comfortably berlrl ecl down into the sand of 
their cage. _@veu a stick will hardly rouse them, and when taken up 
tlwy move off in a leismely fashion. At night they become more 
acti VB and wander about.. I have never yet heard them hiss, but 
when thnrong-hly excited will "rattle" the tip of the tail at g reat 
speed. They feecl ft ·ee ly upon mice, frogs ancl t oads. 
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