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four to six bars. 'l'hp. lower plumage is whitish with broken brown 
cross bars or spot.s. The legs are feath ered do\\'n to the feet, and the 
toes covered with long brist les on the upper side. This owlet has no 
so caller! "eat·s ",and mnst not be confused with the Scops Owl, which 
is a yni et litt.ltl owl and only titters a monotonous " toop '' at regular 
interval:; of abont teu seconds. 

E. G. HERBERT. 

Jantu~ry , 1914. 

Ku. 1X. lJISTHfiHJTIO~ OF A NCIS TR ODON RHODOS1'ROMA, 

TilE M.\LA \"AN VIPER, JN SIAM. 

Th e only record of this snake in Siam up to the present has 
been ham th e island of Pttket. North of thi s lat,itude it had not been 
knoll'n at all. Hec~nt collect ions h:we shown, howevet•, that it has 
a nntch wirl e1· cl istri bution. It i::; not uncommon at Bang·taphan, near 
the sea coa,; l, and Mr. P. A. R. BatTOn has found it at Nong Kai P loi, 
just. B. nf Srimaharicha, eleYatiou 150 metres, where it appea1·s to be 
eqna ll y piPntifnl. One was recAntly caught at Lopburi, and Dr. Spt·ater 
procut·Nl last year n vet·y yotlllg' specimen at Kumpawapi, 250 km. 
N. of J\.orat, Lat. 17° 10' N., Long. 10:::lc 50' E. It will thus be seeu 
to have a wicl e cli ,; tt·ibntion in this country, and its northern range of 
habitat, gt·eat.l.\· im:rea:;erl. 

Speakin g of its poison, Boulenger says, " This snake was lon g 
known from .hva only, where it is regal'ded as one of the most 
dangerous poisonous snakes, cases bei ng· known of men dying five 
minutes afr.et' being bitten. In tlt e neighbourhood of Biserat and 
K nala Jalat· ( Malav f:ltates) where it was discovered hv Messt·s 
.Annandale and H.obinson, the nat ives do not believe its bite to Le 
fitt<d ." Th e people of Bangtaf.lhan and Nong Kai Ploi, who appear 
to know this snake quite well, also ag ree that its bite is not parti
cularl y rlang-er·ous, and as natives OH the snbject of snake-bite are apt 
to exnggemte rat,lt er than otherwise, one is inclined to accept these 
statements tts cot·t·ect. 

I lta\7e recently a~quit·ed 4 livi11g Rpecimens. They at·e ex
tremely sluggish creatut·e,;, remaining motionless throughout th e 
entire day , uwally coilerT 'Up in a circle with the head pt·ojecLing front 
the micl:lle, ::mrl t.he bocl.v comfortably berlrl ecl down into the sand of 
their cage. _@veu a stick will hardly rouse them, and when taken up 
tlwy move off in a leismely fashion. At night they become more 
acti VB and wander about.. I have never yet heard them hiss, but 
when thnrong-hly excited will "rattle" the tip of the tail at g reat 
speed. They feecl ft ·ee ly upon mice, frogs ancl t oads. 
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Det.ail s of 7 specimens as follows :- . 
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1. Bangtaphan 315 30 23. 21. 17. 160 38 7 and 7 

2. 
" 

420 45 23 . 21. 17. 160 37 7 and 8 

3. 
" 

175 20 23. 21. 17. 159 37 8 and 8 

4. 
" 

390 - 21. 21. 17. 150 48 7 and 8 

5. Nong Kai Ploi 790 90 22. 21. 17. 154 40 7 and 8 

6. 
" 

248 28 21. 21. 19. 160 35 7 and 7 

7. Kumpawapi 240 25 21. 21. 17. 160 37 7 and 8 

Their markings show but little variation . Above, they are 
light or dark brown in color, with a faint pinkish tinge, and mottled 
and clouded in varying d0grees with darker. The vertebral line, and 
the large triangula,r spots on either side of it, so characteri stic of this 
snake are, in t!t e majority, jet black (instead of chr·k bro\Yn) and 
have, when the snake has just cast its skin, a handsome, velvet-like 
appearance. 

At Bangtaphan this snake is known as "ngu maaw Eao," and at 
Nong Kai Ploi as " ngu kaba." The form er title may, however, be 
given to any snake with large prominent spots upon the body. 

MALCOL.M: SMITH. 

January 31, !914. 

No X.-l .. ARGE BANDED KRAIT. 

An unustmlly large specimen of th e Ballded Krait ( BunrJants 
fasciatus) \\'as recently killed in the compo und of th e Ballgkok Nursi11g 
Home. It was trodden upon by the house coolie when goillg out to 
fetch water after· dark, and was promptly cl ispatched by the remainder 
of the stafl', who c:.me to his a11sistance. Th e enlarged tip of the tail 
was untortnnr.teir n1i ssing, but allowing 20 mm. for thi s, it measured , 
without sLretchil1 g . 2,020 mm. (6ft . 7i in.) in total length, the tail 
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