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Negritoes.—~These are without doubt the aborigines of the
land. T have seen some of these people in the province of Trang,
and cannot, of course, doubt their existence. They are in the
Andaman islands, and I believe in Sumatra and many other islands.
As T have seen them, they are modest and quiet. And they looked
upon the Siamese and Chinese and myself with something of wonder-
ment, not fear. They were not averse to receiving a few atts. Their
errand seemed merely to visit the town and market to obtain a few
simple things and return to their forest homes. They are said to live
mainly by the chase, and in leaf huts. They, as I saw them, are
rather short, not large featured, and have genuine African woolly
hair. Whether they came to the peninsula from the Andamans,
or Sumatra, or other islands, it must be that their place of primary
origin is Africa. I have heard it said of them that sometimes when
overcrowded by other natives their odor overcomes the Negrito and
he faints. This is perhaps because he is so accustomed to open,
free air. It is a fair question, why should these people be denied
the advantages of education, civilization and Christianization ?

The use of the Siamese language by the Siamese themselves
of this Montone is very peculiar. They drop whenever they can the

initial letter or syllable of a word. For example, pfiip, market,
becomes mn; ﬂ’]"], more, becomes q"], In Tongkah the vowel A
becomesAtA] ; mﬁgﬂ is pronounced ﬁu‘:‘jﬁg, In Krabee the peculiar
leter g is displaced by # or d; and :1"1%], easy, becones f3tl
and M, work, becomes 7Y ; 1, ai, is changed into Tﬂﬂ, oi; so

‘11] wlu becomes Yay TWAH. Then the tones are all misplaced

and really new ones substituted for the true ones. Perhaps these
peculiarities have crept in because of the long isolation of this part
of Siam from the Bangkok region ; then, too, many years ago accor-
ding to the history of Siam many captive Laos fromn Chiengmai were
consigned to the Malay Peninsula, and indeed the Siamese language
peculiarity of this section dozs not sound unlike the Laos dialect.

v X ' 1
w:;q U, to-morrow, becomes pY WFy; and 1ﬁ Lm”] ‘lq’ do not
3

.understand, becomes 11.]' j‘bﬁl’q 5 ete., etc. There is no distinet Siamese
1
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Yiterature in this section. The people constantly ask us for the
Siamese books that have been published in Bangkok, We find on
our tours that our Scriptures and other Christian books are read and
understood well by these people. It is a good sign, too, that so
many of the women can read. Itisa day of good beginnings in this
Montone, of schools. In the Montone, there are some 1,000 Buddhist
priests ; and some 400 novices or nanes. There are of course among
‘the Malays many Malomedans ; and there are some Christians with
one Protestant mission located at Puket; and one Roman Catholic
mission.

No doubt one good remedy to cure the misuse of the Siamese
Janguage in this section, is the full establishment of schools
manned with Banglok men as teachers, or with men selected from
the region and educated iu Bangkok. Then, too, the pupils should
be forbidden the use of any but pure Siamese during school hours.

The Siamese materia medica and the medical practice of the
Montone are much as iu the region of Bangkok. A doctor, I saw
waiting for a steamer, had a fine supply of medicinal wood with
him. One might alimost wonder whether or not he was carrying fuel
or fire-wood. Their medicines are largely decoctions and pills as
large as marbles. '

This theme should not be dismissed without further notice of
the exceeding great beauty of the Montone. Ranong town is
surrounded by mountains of much beauty. No matter which way
the eye looks it is charmed with settings of grandeur. A road
winding its way up toward the tin mines in the mountains beguiles
the traveler with the variety of ferns on either hand and also with
the wildness of the jungle, and foliage of many tints of green, to
say nothing of the dash of flowers and blossoms now and again.
Soon the Ranong hot springs are reached. In this water an egg can
be cooked in five minutes. The sediment about is probably salt-
peter. This water has been analyzed far enough to show that it is
harmless as a drink, but not sufficiently well, so far as I know, to prove
its medicinal value, if it has such. There are also hot springs in
Krabee province at Long Klong. Near Pangnga town is a cave in a
mountain lined with rich and shining beauty of stalactites, evidently
lime stone. There runs through and out of this cave a pure stream
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of cool water, so welcome and refreshing to the thirsty traveler,
that he drinks again and again thereof. About the boundary line
between Pangnga and Takuathoong, as they were before the
union of the two provinces, is a land tunnel beneath a mountain
forming a passage way entirely through. This is of much beauty
naturally. It has been fashioned into a sort of Buddhist sanctuary.
Then as the mountain encompassed plain of Pangnga is entered, the
little valley is seen to be surrounded by rugged mountains covered
with shrnbs, vines, trees and jungle. Here it is terraced, and
there it presents a side almost perpendicular, and yonder a gradual
rise like the huge back of an elephant. In about the middle of this
plain or valley is an elevation presenting a vantage ground for a fine
view of as fine a piece of scenery as ever ravished the human eye..
To one side of the valley is built a phrachdee (pagoda) almost
against a mountain side. This is on a hill and it is reached by steps 5
the top once gained and a loug breath taken to relieve fatigue, there-
is as in a semi-circle spread out before the vision the gem of all the
Montone. Far away the rugged mountains wall in, lest it should.
escape by some enchantment, a panorama of rare beauty, the trees
and jungle of the mountains, the various trees, vines and plants of
the level country, the river like a silver band winding through it in
its search for the sea, to one side a partial view of the little city, the
tamarined, the cocoanut, the pradoo trees and all the others vieing
with one another in endeavour to captivate and capture the human
eye. Move to the east side and the sun seems not to rise until nine.
o’clock, move to the west side and the sun seems to set at four in the
afternoon, so the cool waves of morning air and light come, floating
into being the day on the one hand, and dissolving the day into
night on the other hand. The two entrances to this valley among
the mountains are at the north and at the south, so that the breezes
entering at the north sweep down, cool and refreshing, to the
south and the traveler feels that this is the place to abide in,

But we must hasten to the sea and away. All up and down
the coast the rock islands and others bewilder one. These seem to
have, geologically, been pushed right up out of the sea. And such
fantastic and charming scenery meets the eye—wonderful shapes
resembling ships, and elephants, and hay stacks, and camels, and
dogs, and tarrets, and turtles, and kangaroos, and swans, and
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bouquets of flowers, at night like specters chasing one another on
the sea, the sun setting in the splendour of many colors of blue,
and purple, and emerald, and green, and red, and yellow, until the
ship carries us away and beyond their sight.

Addenda.

Since composing the above, the writer recollects the following:

1. At Pangnga there is a curious phenomenon. Just at the
base of a mountain, at periods of about twenty-four hours each, is
heard the noise of rushing waters, and then a flow of these waters
filling a small pool six feet long and wide. As the rocky formation
of these mountains contains caves and tunnels and all sorts of
wonders, this is simply a syphon, or a syphon and a half, which fills
with the running water and then empties itself periodically.

2. The writer noticed a tree in the province of Krabee, which
flourishes also in other parts of Siam, called the sadow tree

( 7’1711 A ), The tender leaves and bloom of this tree, the Siamese
use as an appetiser or tonic in their food. Its tagte is a bitter one,
leaving in the mouth after chewing the leaf a taste exactly like that
of quinine. The writer has believed for years that this tree belongs
to the cinchona family of trees. It is well worth a scientific
investigation.

8. In the province of Takuapa, the writer discovered a cork
tree, “ Quercus suber.”” TUpon my return there about two years
ago the tree was dead. There did not seem to be any natural reason
for its death, as it had reached a height of about thirty feet and
measured some eight or ten inches through the trunk.  Perhaps
some of the natives had noticed our close observation of this tree and
through some superstitious notion on their part destroyed it, or sup-
posing its bark contained medicinal properties cut too much of it
away and thus stopped the flow of sap.

4, One night at Ranong we felta distinet shock of
-earthquake. This ¢ tremor,” no doubt, had vital relations with the
hot springs which are about two miles from the town, and perhaps
will be heard from again.

5. The writer has further learned that, from the islands off
Trang and Kedah edible birds’ nests are taken, at a value of 32,000
ticals each year.
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ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING, 15TH JANUARY, 1908.

DiscussioN ox Rev. J. CarriNGTON’S PAPER,

Dr. H. Campbell Highet was in the chair, and the business before
the meeting was the paper on Monthon Puket, by the Rev. John
Carrington, M. A,

In introducing the lecturer, the Chairman said Puket should be
becoming distinctly familiar to members of this Society. They had
already had an interesting archaological paper on that region by Mr.
Bourke, and more recently they had sent them a remarkable historical
work by Colonel Gerini, which might fitly be called encyclopedic. They
were now to have another word—he did not know if it was to be the last
word. Anyhow he had much pleasure in introducing Mr. Carrington,
who took a great deal of interest in the work of the Society, and he was
sure they would all listen with interest to what he had to say about
Puket.

Mr. Carrington then read his paper.

At its conclusion the Chairman said that while archwxological
and historical papers had their value, no less value should be attributed
to such a survey as they had had from Mr. Carrington. Touching
further on one point, he added that it had been of interest to him
to learn that the Siamese in Monthon Puket dropped the first syllable
of their words, as on the occasion of a visit he lad paid to
Kelantan he had found that the same thing held good there with regard
to Malay. *Ampat,” for example, was pronounced ‘pat.’

Commander Ring, of the Navy, gave an interesting note on the
Orang Laut ( Chao Nam ). A year or two ago, while stationed at Pulet,
he had to go out to find and chart a sunken rock on which a steamer was
veported to have struck. He had with him a number of these people, who
carried long hollow bamboos, By putting one end of these bamboos in
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the sea and listening at the other end they were able to direct the
progress of the gunboat, and finally, when they told him to anchor, the
boat was quite near the rock, though there was at the time a dead calm
and there was nothing on the surface of the water to indicate a rock. He
had mentioned this to Professor Mohn, of Christiania, who was amazed,
remarking that there was nothing new under the sun. The very latest
device for locating rocks, etc., on the banks off the coast of Norway, was
by using a telephone with wires connected down under the water.
Monthon Puket was a part of the country of great interest, and he would
be pleased to write sume notes on it for the Society.

On the motion of the Chairman & very hearty vote of thanks was

accorded to the Rev. Mr. Carrington for his paper, and the proceedings
terminated.
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