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Secret Writing in Siamese. 

---====-~rc===__.,_--

BY 0. FRANKFURTER, PH. D. 

The desire to conceal the tme meaning of writing from thinl 
persons has, as is well known, led to different kinds of sec1·et 
writing. 1t is the writing of cyphers and codes which long empioyed 
in diplomn,cy may be said to have found its greatest development 
in this age of telegrams in the commercia,! world. 

Several ingenious methods of such secret writing have existed 
m Siam from old times, but, unfortun ately as in most things 
Biamese, we are quite unable to fix any date. It v .. -ould however 
appear from internal evidence, the letters employed etc., that it is 
owing to Indian influence that the systems have been developed. 

A collection of these cyphers, if we may so call them, has 
been mftde by Hluang Prasot Aksamniti ( Phe ) under the title of 
Poranavii.kya, in which other grammatical questions are also 
discussed, and which has been published by order of Prince Kitiya­
lmra Vn.ralaksna whilst in charge of the Education Department 
(Bangkok 120.) 

vVe cull from it the following specimens m which there is 
a combination of letters and cyphers. 

We find then first the ;mmerals l-9 employed to designate 
vowels in the following way. 

r 62 J 



[ 2 J 

lSI LlJU ~1~ 

1m ,, ,, 
rn ,, " 
~ "' ,, ,, "' 

a 
" " 

ID 
" " 

l 1 
"" ~ 

" " 
cr1 " " 

1 
c:J " " 

1 

The following memorial verse shows how this system is to be 

employed, 

"-' .... " ~ . 
'fWl:f1 ~U L~:f"i r(jU ~1n-It w1ll be seen that none of the :-;peci6 c 

Siamese vowels :find a place in this system. We give the following 

example and its decipherment:-

,; 
..-1 ,..; (5. 0'1 .., 

m~8 ~u ~~rm rin~ 1:;/:l 

,/ 

..-1 (5. ,..; .., 6. "' 
m~ 8 rinVJ ~ ll:r a. a~n 

l!!J 

..-1 ,_, ' • 
Q'lft1 U :f m:f .:1 ~c:J1.:1 

[m 

..-~l!,,.,.., 
cntfU ~rm tlU~ mt1 U a 

1m 
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(~) "' 1i1HJ Pl t.l'111~ 
c:! c;!"Q 

~ . 
nun u u, tUJ 
,n .:!~ 

I 

i'IU "11 001") \H.ll-1 
~ ~ "' 

v "' ~lJ Pl uu "11 
,n "' ~ 'Q 

( 5I ) L~t.J dU ~~I")U Mn~ 1rJ' 
" ---~ ~ L~tl fin~ rd l.lr:~~n 

l! 
~ ..... . . 

La!! r Ln lJ117 -:J 
1 

At •~ ,/ I A , , 
L~H.J 1(111JU !ltll LdtJ d 

ll 

( ~ ) 
~ cL 0 Q..,l 

nu n u llHl 'CilJ 
q I ... 

l'lu "11 mnf'J umJ 
... " Z::: .., v 
~lJ lJl UU L'J!f 

The second system is to substitut 
consonants. 

t 

1U 'UJ 
c<i 

v 
<1"11 
en -..;, 
en 

I I'Jr I") ~u 
'Q ~ <1,:1 

I ""' C.Jt.J l-1U U U WI~~ 
~ ~ c:! 111 

.0 u 
jfW lJI")tl lJHUl. 

A 
"l!U 11J 

Ut1 ~.f 

1 ' ..!. 1"11 1")'1 PI U1 

I V cf. 

C.m.J YIU1 UlU L'VIU. 

for vowels and accent;; 

It will be seen that the r ancll vo,vels are chosen to represent 
short and long i, and li fr and that cons~quently in this connectic•H­
r and I are not considered vowels:-
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fltl 

If 

~ 

IJ 

I) I) 

.. 
"' 

nJ 

1 

[ 4 

~ ~l Jj f]l lJ 1J 
... ~ ..!. .!I 

, '!I 

] 

r rr u ty vt ~ r:J tU d 

1 1 1 .... ( .., . 
ll 

tl~l ~arp wrp l.lr:n t'llJ tlJV!ru mu lJVJJVl fJU~n.J 11Jl1tu ., 
"llnm ,ruCJu alu "Jlt'l~ ~rut1-1 l.lri'J'l ~~t'l nn.~tu V!tud 1uur:~u 

n~u ntufJtl l'lfJflU tJ~ij t'l-1 tltltlVJJ ~tlnm a~ tyV!ru tJVJJn ,'l'l 

tln.IO UVJJU. 

L< a' !..< e U ~ V t ._. I I 

".llfl-1 ~tl~ l.Jr:a~t'l m vn uflu nu u tJu f'l au u u ,~ t1u1 ~1u a~ 

1 « 1.11n .,: mn u lij. 

Tiie system called ~Yltl V!a~ the erring Siamese sub-

~>titutes one consonrtnt for the other in the following way. 

11 "11 '] 'JJ "'l 1l '1i tlJ 

i ~ f'l F1 OJ ll ~ till '1'1 

lJ lJ , Pl Y1 1l I 
J ru \1 u lJ ~ ) 

11 ~ w fl :r I) VI } 1.J w d W' a MM~, m 

It is as \te would alter on a type-writel' the single keys so-

that if we would strike the board n we get in writing -1 etc. 
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"" .!, ..... ., 

~Yim rnatnm 

"m~:r i·nn e.Jrto , 
~VI llJfldnVWn 1tf 

... ""v " rm Pl1 'U1H VIU 

Ull~na ll'la~ wr"Pl , 
ntl 1 VltJVI~~ e.JI'll~ 1 ~ 

..!, ..... k 
I"J'CF.JMn 

lL~n 1K 
~ A 

lt.ll'llVH:J. '11 
I 

'111UYl1n llJPI\AlT. 

u~~ 11 
!.!> .!1 

lW U'U !tJ 

A system still used as a kind of intellectual exercise among 
··hildren is the follow.ing :-

The consonants, leaving out the linguals and taldng a t-1 H 

w; one letter in the same way as VI and r:!, are divided into seven 

dasses of five letters each irrespective of the grammatical class to 
which they beiong. The series are marked by the numerals one to seven 
and the first letter of each series with one dot the see.oncl with two 
(1ots etc. For these dots the numerals from onfl to five may be 
~ubstituted so that the alphabet so arrangel would be as follows:-

' J. 
tltl1~ VI ~ 

n 'll 'JI f'l fl 'JI ~ I'll u '11 ']j Ul blJ " fJl 

f) C!l G) G) C!l 1m 1!!1 1m 1!!1 1!!1 m m Ill 11'1 ..... 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 .0 0 0 

0 c 0 0 0 3 

0 0 Q 

& 
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tl Yl 1! 'U 1J lJ C.J ~ w vJ fl JJ u '1 a 
~ 6. ~ ~ <i /!. <! ~ /!. ~ 'Q 'Q 'o 'o 'o 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

o · 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 

t') (M B~) '1-j ~ ti f) 

vi gj gj d d 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 

0 

' .J. 
tlU1 Yl 1£. 

n "JI '] M PI 'JJ \! 

"' 
f.l ~ '1! OJ ~ , PI 

., Ci) <I} <I} ., 121 .. 1m · ~;n 121 Q1 «1 111 '" 111" 

., fl!l 01 <i 4 ., 1m en <i ~ f) 121 .., ·6. !! 

fl , 1l 'U 1J lJ t.J ~ w vJ n 1.J tl l' a 

' ~ <S.d. 6. 4 4 ~ ~ ~ '9 'o 'Q 'o 'o 

.. 121 m <i 4 ., Ill «1 6. ll <il .. m <i <! 

1J ( ~ ~ ~) ~ W' tl 

~ gj d d a 

• Ill m d. 4 
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. i ... 
I'll ?l'rl~ r:J VllVIJ'ill. , 

0 0 

d d 0 d c! 
!.-' 

G) rn 6. i&J \?c:! li 1m 6. ~ 6. v:~ \? d 6. 

6. 6. G) b'J 6. 6. 1m <II [i •1 m <i) 6. 

~ \:;) 
v 

d \? liD v.; ~ \.;;> \? ~ li 6. d m m d v.; 

m (!,. !ill m c. fiJ li a'l 6. 1'5. 1m 6. G) m 

~ ~ 

\:;) 6. li 6. ~ ~ '9 ~ d 6. m d \:;) d d QJ 

6.. m 6. IJJ 6.. 1m ~ 6. tf. 1m (§. {3. 

..... 0 0 

I"J 1'5. 0 {3. .,} d 
v 

m {3. 6.. 6. \:;) 6. rn '9 ~l \;> d \:;) mm m m 1m 6. 1m 6. ~ 

OS) 6. <i 6. 6. &: 6. 1m Gl m &: 1'5. 1m 6. IE GJ !!!! 

q A. . ~ v ..., 
fl~ m :nw.:J m 1JI)ltl I) u 

V\t'I.:J l VI~ 1-ltl CJ .. ~ 
, I !.1 

tl Ul ~rm 

1.:~ wtJ r.J,l r~EJij L'r!l-l lB'li 

""""' u I ~ ~ ..& 
L1.llJ ll:IU?ld ~l 1-JI)'t.J LLPl Pl.:J 1-l.:! fl.:} 

It goes without saying that the systems here propounded ma.r 
be com bin eel, and that codes are not at the present time based on 
these systems. 

[ 68 ] 



[ 8 ] 

A.ttention m~y be called to a syt~tem of secret \Vl'itiug citlle,J 

"' i]lM' !Ll.la-3 all'. 'l'he hermit metamorplwsing letters.-1'hitf 

is simply writing any given text backwar<ls. 

,_. 

(.,) aVJir~VJt quau1 

-w"" I I 
I ., 

-3~ tlU~VltJ'll17tth lJU VIU 1VIL , 
( ., ) ;;VI ~~1lvi' UtjlJ1a 

yJ "' I I 
I .., 

~-3 fl'VItJU 'll1'l d11 VIU '-1 L VIU 1, , 

A system of sect·et writing which is ol course of universa.l 

•tPJ,llication and which is known in Siam as lYltJ Ull th2.1 counting 

hy three, an<l ,,ltl ul.J ,., counting by five, is the following:-

The text is written down. If we have for inst-ance 23 wot·ds 
or lette1·s we commence with the 8th letter which is written down 
a.ucl so on with every eighth letter. The third lett.er will then be· 
the first of the original text. 

It is the same when we divide 

19 letters in 13 

1'7 " " 6 

26 " " 9 

Ol' counting five 

19 letters in 4 

21 " " 1 '7 
14 , 

" 
3 

The following may st'rve as examples:-
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,_, 

{l'Tir Lflt:Jtl mrnt:Jf1~n.n~1at:Jr-:Jn 
'I 

']fl ltnm ll~n-:J ~1:r~fem finrin. , 
" 

(G)) r:~'"'r'TirtJ.__.1 ~1J-:Jll91J'r:J hmm 

(G)) t:JllB11lHlr-:l lr:Ju l~U ']lJr:JW. 

A.s a touch of nature makes all people kin, we mn.y 

mention tha.t the worst feature of sd10ol boys' language, the back 

slang, is also met with in Siam. 'I he syllable <Ji fJ is added to the 
sentence and thus we may hear 

h.J VllHl l'JI. ' u ' ,4 u ' tlU lJtl 'Jf1\.J Vl\.J \.Jtl U'b1r:J 'JftlU 
'!I A hJ lVIU oitJ ' v ' !.I ' tltl U1U 'Hl f]ij ij'CJ],j ll't'l r:J ']ffl 
'!I .a 

for h.J lVI\.J for ' u 
for 

v 
m.1 u 1\.J Vl ij 'It fJij U'l.'lfJ 

j) 

It is known that in some instttnces we find in Indian Mss. 
nu\nerals expressed by words, i. e. instea.d of writing the numerals 
themselves, words are Wl'itteu which f1l'e supposed to lutve tltii> 
meaning. Cpr: Burnell, A.. C.: Elements of South Inclia.n Palaeogra­
phy. London, 1878. pg. 77. Thus for " 1 , . we find the word fo1· 
sun aditya, for 2 the word fo r moon candr. The numeml word~> 
are combined in the Mss. without indicating by any outwa.rcl sig-!1 tlmt 
they rep1·esent numbers. In wt·iting the.;;e numbers one commences 
with the unit, then follows the clecimrtl, then the hundreds etc., so that 
for instance the words whieh compose the figures 6321 would be 
written as 1236. It nee:l not b::J p)inte1 out tha.t t~ the 
numerous other difficulties fo1· 11 proper chronology, another is 
added by this cumbersome method, which uuty to a certain extent 
be compared to the chronograms in use in Europe since the 
~ixteenth century, and in Persirt and Ambia since the 9til century. 
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A similar secret method of indicat.ing numbers we find also 
ju some instances in old Siamese Mss. The method goes by th~ 

1mme of aksat•a sai1l<hyu., the numera.lletters. By its name its Indian 
origin is shown. 

We find no indic~tion at what time the system has been 
introduced and, although as regards secret writing ib would lend 
itself to many combinat.ions, it seems mostly to have been employed 
in astrological works. 

•.rhe letters wllich nre used for the forming of figures are 
those of the Indian alphabet and none of the specific Siamese 
letters ente1~ into the combination This a.lphabet is dividad into 
three divisions of nine letters each called navasa1ikhya and one 
of five lebters paiicasa!tkhyii to indic:~.te consonants, and the vowels 
·with ft and n for zero called sftnasa:iJ.khya :-

·we have thus to indicate the numbers from 1-9 the following 

fl ~ 1'1 1J ~ , 1l ~ OJ 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

~ J nJ 'f) tu PI fl 'Vl 11 

l 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

u 1 a I'J a ~ M VI 11 
1 2 

., 
4 5 6 7 8 9 and further to <> 

jndicate the munbers frcm 1-5 1l CJ w 11 ),1 

1 2 3 4 5 

Wllilst for Zero we have the vowels 
... ..!, "' fl tl1 tl 'fl tl tl Lfl lt~ and tlJ 'U , :II 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

The example is:-

fl1U llr: a.mu .!:l n, tll, u, lJ 
'I 

Ill 'Q. 0 Q1 ·o o 
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nJu 
..!!, 

L1JU J, "" .s- .. n, ~, tiJ, u, LP!tlU PJJ, rl, fl, 1Jnl~l' 

SJ 1m 0 0 lrm <1 0 0 

LlJU 
~ 

11IU a, 11 fl, fl, :nm 
&n "'' 0, o11 

.... ., 
'fl, ~, ~' u, Lfl, n~r LfJaJ 

• fm 0 0 0 

'l'hns to indica.te that a change of the er<t from the 

Bmlclhist. to the Ohnln.salm.rat should take pln.ce, the word nvi~ tl1U1 

is usecl, where n is tlw equivalent of 1, VI of 8, 11 of 1 anu 

'U of 1, meaning that. the number 1181 is to be added or subtracted 

from the year of the Era. 

-~-
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