


Great Britain clearly defining their spheres of influence in the Malay
Archipelago. The opportunity to extend the influence of Great Bri-
tain was therefore considered propitious when, in 1782, the Rajah of
Kedah offered to the East India Company a strip of land for an
annual payment in the hope that the company would assist him in his
quarrels with his superior the King of Siam. When Captain Light
on behalf of the East India Company, in 1786, made a treaty with the
Rajah of Kedah, the information was withheld that Kedah owed
allegiance to Siam and the consequence was that the construction put
on the meaning of the clauses of the treaty laid the foundation of all
future disagreements with the sovereign power, who however never
seems to have seriously contested the validity of the territorial cession.
All subsequent treaties, such as that of May 1791 regarding the mutual
surrender of fugitive slaves, and for the supply of provisions, and the
treaty of 1796 made by Sir George Leith which stipulated for the
further cession of a piece of territory (Province Wellesley), were
construed in different ways by the Rajah of Kedah and the Rast
India Company. The policy of the Company was not to interfere with
the internal affairs of the different chieftains of the Malay Peninsula,
whilst they construed any cession made as a promise to render actual
assistance. Kedah had certainly by her behaviour lost the good will
of the Sovereign power and when Kedah applied to Penang for in-
terference in its favour with Siam, the question was referred to the
Central Government. This last returned the same answer which was
afterwards incorporated in the instructions given to Crawfurd on his
official Embassy to Siam, and the record is therefore worth quoting:

*In the year 1813-1814 an application was received by the
Government of Prince of Wales’s Island from the King of Queda, for
the friendly interference of the British Government in his favour with
his superior, the King of Siam. On that occasion, the Government of
Prince of Wales Island referred the question to the consideration of
the Supreme Government, when it was determined that, whatever
might be the claim which the King of Queda might he thought to
possess to the attention and regard of the British Government, our
mediation for the adjustment of the differences subsisting between
Siam and that country might lead us into an embarrassing participa-
tion in the interests and concerns of one or both States; and the
Government of Penang was accordingly instructed to limit its proceed-
ings to opening a communication with the King of Siam, and address-
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the Dutch commissioners under Colonel Schreyenstein were well
received, but perhaps through misrepresentations no real trade
relations were established, and, when the Dutch left, people spoke
of warlike demonstrations on the part of Java, owing to alleged
kidnapping of Javanese subjects. Nothing however came of it,
although Burney in his papers alluded to the misunderstanding arising
out of it.

Morgan concluded his affairs and presented a bill of his losses
amounting to $5,200.08 to the Penang Government, and after some
correspondence and reports to Calcutta a sum of $3,612.30 was paid
to his firm and $1,200 for personal expenses. When Morgen left,
he received as presents from the King for the Singapore Government
9 pieces of ivory and 53 piculs of sugar. The reports made by Mor-
gan were handed over to Crawfurd, but the Government did not alter
the instructions regarding the establishment of a factory. It is very
likely that the meaning Morgan attached to the word * factory”
implied something very different from what the Government under-
stood by it. When Morgan arrived in Siam this was a country in
which the Government as such engaged in trade. Crawfurd’s mission
afterwards can in no way be considered a success, as the time chosen
for it was not very opportuns and no definite treaty could be signed.
When Burney arrived in 1825 the King Phra Nang Klao had ascended
the throne and had declared in a proclamation that the Government
as such would no longer trade, and had abolished inany monopolies.
From being purely commercial, thie interests of Siam had then become
also political.






