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years ago in Bangkok. Temporary vacciuation stations were establish-
ed by the Local Sanitary Department in hospitals, temples and police
stations throughout the city. These were kept open during the cooler
months of the year, which is the season most preferred by Siamese for
vaccination. On the first occasion 3,620 vaccinations were performed.
Bvery year since then free vaccination has been provided not only
in Bangkok but also in the outlying suburbs and in the Muangs of
the Bangkok Monthon. During the past seven vears, a total of
80,934 vaccinations has beem performed by eofficers of the Local

Sanitary Department alone.

In the other Monthons of Siamr—those wnder the Ministry of
Interior—vaceination has also been carried out- om a large scale,
Puring the past twelve months a special vaccimation campaign has
been earried out in the Interier at the instigation of His Majesty
the King, who has most generously defrayed all the expenses out of

His Majesty’s own purse.

Up to the 18th April of this year this specfal campaign has
resulted in 304,988 vaccinations during the twelve months., Se fur
then as the present generation is eoncerned it may be said that the
population of Siam is fairly well protected against Small Pox. People
in the distant parts of the Interior who never heard of vaecination
before will now be able to judge of it value when the next case of
small pox develops im their midst. They are now accustomed te the
operation and to the appearance of vaccinating officers in their district,
so that the country may now be eonsidered ready for the fimal
step to which we have looked forward so leng—i.c., A Compulsory

Vaecination Act.

The Vaccination Law of B. E. 2456.

On the 19th of February of the year B.E. 2456 (1914) His
Majesty was graeiously pleased to sanction the enactment of a Vacci-
nation Law for Siam. The law was drafted by the Local Sanitary
Dapartment for application i the Bangkok Province, and was revised
by His Royal Highness Krom Phra Damrong, Minister of Interior, so
that it is now applicable to the whole of Siam. At present it will
only apply to the Monthon of Bangkok, but at any time it may be
proclaimed for other Monthons in the interior.
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A few words may now be said with regard to the chief
provisions of {his Law. The basal idea is the desire to have every
person now in the kingdom or who may enter the kingdom rendered
immune to small pox. Therefore as soon as this law comes into force
every person whe has not previously been successfully vaccinated must
become vaccinated, unless it can be shown by a certificate from a
duly qualified Public Vaccinatoer that he or she is immune to vaccina-
tion. Immumity may mean that he or she has previously suffered
from small pox or has been repeatedly vaccinated without a successful
result.

Every parent or guardian of a child over one mouth old must
take the earliest opportunity of having such child vaccinated. No
definite time limit is laid down in the law—as for example during
the first three, six or twelve months after birth—owing to the many
difficulties which might be experienced under local conditions. It
will be left to the Superintendent of Vaccination to make such
arrangements as are necessary from time to time and to notify the
time and place for waccinations in any district. This will enable
as to commence work during the ceoler months of the year when
vaccination is more popular in Siam. The origin of this preference
is doubtless dne to the fact that it was only in cool weather that
vaccine lymph could be transported any appreciable distance when
seansport was slow and difficult. Nowadays, with railway com-
munication, ice and thermos flasks, efficient vaccine lymph <can ke
transported te almost every corner of the country at any time during
the year. Past expevience has shown us that if the lymph be active,
vaccination takes very well during the hot weather, and gives no
worse arms then during the cooler months. In the course of time, 1
have mo doubt that vaccination will go on all the year round, bat
as [ have shown above, the law is so drafted as to enable us to com-
mence our work at the mosu popular time of the year. So far as
the Pastenr Institute is conce.ned the time of the year would seem
to be immaterial. I may say that I personally have used their lymph
at all periods of the year with equally good resnlts.

Another point of importance in the law is the provision that
the vaccinated child must be brought back to the vaccinator on the
8th day after vaccination so that the result may be verified. This
will enable us to repeat the vaccination when necessary and to check
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the efficiency of the lymph and the capabilities of the vaccinator.
Certificates showing the result of Vaccination will be granted, and it
is hoped that in time these certificates will be looked upon as valuable
documents to be retained by the parents as carefully as they are
retained in many. other countries where vaccination is compulsory.
We look forward to the day when no child will be admitted as a
scholar into any school whatever unless he can show a certificate of
vaccination or of immunity from Small Pox.

In the case of adults it is hoped that the same rule will hold
good for entrance into any of the public services, be they combatant
or civil.

Ln some countries in Europe the vaccination certificate is one
of the important documents which proves an individual’s civil status in
his own country; in fact I am told that he or she cannot be legally
married withont its production. Is it too much to expect that
gome day in Siam the Vaccination Certificate will carry the same
importance ?

One of the most important clauses in the law is Clause IX.
This gives the Minister power to issue a public notice enforcing
vaccination or revaccination upon all the inhabitants of a district or
locality within a specified tinie.

Such power would only be taken in the possibility of Small
Pox becoming epidemic in such district or locality. Such a
clause will on such an occasion prove invaluable as & means of
provention,

The word *revaccination ” has just been mentioned for the
first time, and no doubt many of you will think that this is a grave
omission in any modern Vaccination Law. Let me show you, how-
ever, that revaccination has not been forgotten.

In fact we have gone further than the framers of many other
vaccination laws. Look at Clause V., which says that * every person
“ with the exception of children under the age of one month shall
*“submit to vaccination as often as may be required by the Minister
“ at such place and time as may be specified by him.”

By reason of this clause, I hold that whenever deemed neces-
sary a public notice may be issued by the Minister concerned, calling









