




















peaceful one of performing a religious ceremony, lie was nevertheless
accompanied by a big army both by land and water; aud the reason
for that was, probably, he thought it unsafe to go into Talaing country
without a large armed force at his back, or he still wanted to quench
his thirst for conquest by encroaching on Siamese territory.

The following Shan Sawbwas had to accompany him, each with
his contingent of fighting men, namely, the Sawbwas ot Tilin, Yaw,
Teinnyin, Thaung-thut, Kale, Mo-nyin, Mo-gaung, Ban-maw, Mo-
meik, Thibaw, Nyaung-ywe, Mo-né and Mo-byé. This Shan con-
tingent consisted of 18 regiments each commanded by its own chief
and numbered 3,000 lhorse and 25,000 men. It formed the land
forces and marched via Toungoo. The forces by water consisted of
the following. The vanguard, composed of 10 regiments under the
command of his second son Thiri Damayaza (Siri Dhammaraja), Prince
of Myedu,! was 10,000 strong with 300 big war boats., Then came
His Majesty Alaung Mintayagyi, surrounded by a force of 24 regi-
ments of 24,000 men in 600 big war boats, the disposition being 6
regiments eaclh in front and rear and 6 regiments each on the right
and left. This division was under the command of Alaung Minta-
yagyi himself, Minguang Nawrata being appointed as his licutenant.
There was also a body-guard of Kala Panthes (Portuguese) in their
national uniform. The rear guard consisted of 10 regiments, five of
which with 5,500 men and 100 big war boats were commanded by
his third son Thado Minhla Kyaw, Prince of Amyin,? and the remain-
ing five of the same strength were led by his fourth son Thado Minsaw,
Prince of Badén.3

Leaving behind his eldest son Thiri Thudamayazat (Sii1 Sud-
dhammaraja), the Crown Prince, in charge of the capital, e embarked
together with his chief queen and his younger children at the town
of Kyankmyaung on Thursday the 10th ot waning Wazo 1121 (July
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the fall of Hanthawadi, had all this time eluded the Bnrmese, and had
been living at a place called Kaw Kun. He and another Talaing noble by
the name of Binnya Kyin with a force of 2,000 men marched to Sit-
taung! with the intention of helping Toungoo. The Burmese King
sent a force against them and they were forced to retire. Toungoo
was stormed and capturd on the 10th of waxing Tabodwé 1123
(February A. D. 1762). The King was very humane in lis treatment
of the conspirators; not only was the life of his uncle spared, but the
nobles who had aided and abetted him were also pardoned : they were
not even degraded from their offices, a very unusual procedure in the
history of Burma.

Soon after his return from his expedition to Toungoo, the king
of Burma despatched a force of four regiments consisting of 750
horse and 7,500 men under the command of Abaya Kamani2 to
take Zinme together with her fifty-seven provincial towns and add
them to the Burmese empire. At the same time another force of
five regiments consisting of 38,500 men, under the command of the
Wun (governor) of Lamaing, was sent down by water to go and
capture Talaban, who had established himself with a following at Kaw
Kun, to the east of Mdttama river. The Burmese forces completely
surrounded the Talaing general who, seeing resistance futile and
escape impossible, surrendered himself. He was taken to the Burmesg
capital, and the Burmese King most magnanimously pardoned him and
even allowed him to serve in the army-.

King Thiri Pawara Maha Damayaza, the most humane and
magnanimous King in the history of Burma, had not the good fortune
to hold sway over united Burma for long. Death overtook him at
the early age of twenty-nine years, having reigned only three years
and a half. His reign was not illustrious, but it was unsullied by
bloodshed. He died on the 9th of waning Nadaw 1125 (Decem-
ber A.D. 1763), and was succeeded by his next younger brother
Thiri Damayaza,3 the Prince of Myedu.

In accordance with the wishes of Alaung Mintayagyi that all
his sons should succeed to the throne of Burma one after another in
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1. Aapngy 2. 877NN ibid, p. 271.
3. TNMIBUTITOUT bid, p. 273,

























































































































































