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Thinni, where the Chinese general, Sutdloaré, com-
manded in the stockade. The Burmese entered the
city and the Soabwa fled to the stockade. The Chinese
garrison soon became straitened for provisions—the
arrival of which had been intercepted—and the
Burmese commander cut off their water supply. The
Chinese soldiers began to desert. The general, a
younger brother of the emperor, according to the
Burmese history, seeing only death or surrender before
him, committed suicide. The garrison, utterly dis-
heartened, ceased to make resistance, and the Burmese
entered the stockade. The Burmese general, leaving a
garrison in the place, marched without delay on
Thiboa, in order to operate on the rear of Myinkhunre.

That Chinese general had not followed up his first
success with vigour. In his march on Ava, which he
hoped to enter, and so close the war, he found the
Burmese army under Mah4 Sithu in position at Lun-
képyingyi. About the swume time he heard of the
defeat and death of his colleagne. This news made
him irresolute. The Burmese general, dreading the
anger of the king, and barning to retrieve his former
defear, made a night attack on the Chinese. It was
successful ; and Myinkhunre, abandoning the line by
which he had advanced from Thinni, retreated to
Taungbaing. There he tovk post on a hill Maha
Sithu followed him up, and was soon juined by the
victorious column of Mahd Thihathura. The Chinese
general now made no farther attempt to carry out the
original object of the invasion, but retreated precipi-
tately from Burmese territory. The invading divisions
which had marched against Bamoa and Momeit had
effected nothing, and retired by joining the main body
under Myinkhunre. By the middle of March the last of
the enemy’s troops liad been driven across the Salwin,
and the Burmese generals returned to the capital.

But Burma had to struggle once more against the
attack of a powerfu] and persevering foe. It was with
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a heavy heart that the king again prepared to resist
invasion; for the dreaded omen of the great national
pagodas being rent by earthquake seemed to portend
coming disaster. Vast treasures were lavished in re-
pairing damage to the hti or crowns of the Shwezigun
at Pugin and of the Shwe Dagun at Rangoon ; while
in these shrines were deposited gold and silver images
in thousands, in hope that the threatened vengeance
of the invisible powers might thereby be averted.

Hardly had the solemn ceremonies with which
these offerings were presented been completed, when
the governors of Bamoa and Kaungtun reported the
appearance of a powerful Chinese army on the frontier.
It was commanded by three principal generals, whose
names or titles, as given in the Burmese history, are
Sukunrs, Akunré, and Ywunkunré. They moved
down the valley of the Tapeng to the Yoayi mountain,
where they halted and detached a division under
Hsengtéri, to march on Mogaung. In an adjoining
forest they felled suitable trees, which were shaped
into planks, and were then conveyed to a suitable spot
higher up the Irdwadi, where boats were to be built.
They had brought many carpenters for this service,
and the duty of carrying out their orders was entrusted
to Loatdri, with an adequate force at his disposal.
Having made these arrangements, the three generals
proceeded on towards Bamoa.

To meet this formidable invasion the king sent an
army under the master of the ordnance, Thihathu,
which left Ava in the last week of September, and
marched on Mogaung by the west bank of the IrAwadi.
A second army, of which Mah4 Thihathura was com-
mander-in-chief, moved in boats up the river, designed
to meet the invaders at or near Bamoa; while the
elephants and the cavalry, under the Momit Soabwé
and Kyoateng R4ji, marched north by the east bank
of the river,
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of Myanaung began to appear, they withdrew, and
returning to Martaban, fled into Siam with their wives
and children. Hsengbyusheng now raised an army
of thirty thousand men, Gomposed of Burmese and
northern Shéns, to which Maha Thihathura was ap-
pointed general. He moved down to Martaban,
prepared to march on the capital of Siam.

These extensive preparations to recover lost
ground in Siam did not interfere with the king’s
design to extend his dominion toward the north-west.
Under the pretence that the ruler of Manipur ‘liad
repaired the defences of his capital since they had been
destroyed by Alaunghprd, au army was sent, which
not only ravaged that state, but pushed on into
Kachdr, and thence northwards across a high
mountain-range into Jaintia. The invaders suffered
immense loss, but the RAji of Kachar had to submit
for the time. The remmant of the Burmese army re-
turned home after two years, having gained no advant-
age to the empire.

While this predatory excursion was still in pro-
gress, the king determined to go himself to Rangoon,
both to be nearer to the scene of operations against
Siam, and to place a new hii or crown on the great
pagoda, Shwé Dagun. This was a religious act, which
hy force of its own merit might bring the reward of
victory, and it was hoped would favourably impress
the Talaing people. The king left Ava and proceeded
in grand state down the Irdwadi. The deposed king
of Pegu and his nephew, who had remained prisoners
for fourteen years, were led in the royal train. Hseng-
byusheng, delaying on the way while he worshipped
pagodas at Pugén and Prome, only reached Rangoon
after a progress of three months. He adorned the
great pagoda with a magnificent golden jewelled
crown, and after this display of religious zeal, the
captive king of Pegn was with a moekery of justice













































