


















































































































































punishment often imposed in Bodawpaya's reign, was to shut in the
condemned in an enclosure of bamboo and matting and blow them
up with gun-powder or burn them alive, one shudders with horror
at the extreme harbarity of sacrificing innocent lives and inflicting
intolerable suffering on guiltless persons, were they indeed con-
demned to pay the forfeit of their lives by this form of punishment.

The Maha Upayazs stayed three days at his first camping
place, making adorations to the Aungmye Lawka pagoda. He then
continued his journey down the viver, calling at Pagan and Pyi
(Prome) and staying a day at each place to make his adorations to
the famous pagodas there. He arrived at the town of Yangén
(Rangoon) on the 9th of waning Nayén, that is, on the twentieth
day since he left the capital. He built a temporary wooden stock-
ade about 600 “tas” to the north-west of the town and took up
his quarters there.

Wungyi Nemyc Thinkays and Atwin Wun Mingyi Maha
Thettawshe arrived at Mottama in due course. They discussed
as to what steps they should take and came to the conclusion that
immediate action was necesssry. Mingyi Maha Thettawshe had a
force of 10,000 men formed originally into 8 regiments. Subse-
quently these regiments were apparently reformed, each containing
500 men. Fifteen of these reformed regiments, containing 7,500
men, under the chief command of Man-gyidon Bo were despatched
to Dawe on the 1st of waxing Kason (May).

There were Jarge Siamese forces already assembled at Dawe.
The Yodaya Einshe (Siamese heir apparent) Paya Peikthalok 1
with 40,000 men was encamped at Kyankmawgon, and the Siamese
Monarch’s father-in-law, Paya Run Parat, 2 and Binnya Sein 3 with
15,000 men were at a place called Thitkanet about twenty miles
to the east of the town. The Man-gyidon Bo and his fifteen
regiments met with the Siamese forces at Thitkanet and a battle
was fought. The Burmese suffered a defeat, the Governor of
Kawliya and Yegaung Kyawdin Kyaw, both regimental comman-
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ving of the great consideration shown him, he failed to perform
even his ordinary duty, by not leading his men energetically in
the fight. The executions were carried out at Mdttama. The
remaining eight were spared their lives, and exhorted to show
their mettle in the coming campaign and prove themselves worthy
of the consideration shown them.

In the meanwhile the King of Siam himself marched with
an army to Daweé and encamped at Thitkanet where the Siamese
had scored their initial success. From that place he directed the
operations. He sent Wungyi Paya Kalahon! with 10,000 men to
encamp at Kyaukmaw-kon about a hundred “tas” to the east of
the town; Wungyi Paya Rén Palat with 10,000 men to fix his
camp at Kyetthandaing pagoda, also about a hundred «“tas” to the
north-east of the town; Pya Disho 2 with 5,000 men was stationed
at Sankyé In# to the north of the town; the Governors of
Pyatbi+ and Kanpuris with 10,000 men were quartered at Kyet-
sabyin to the south of the town. The King’s father-in-law Paya
Run Parat and Binnya Sein with 15,000 men were inside the town,
all the gates of which were guarded by the Siamese. There must
have been some Burmese forces in the town, probably doing
garrison duty, at the time when the Burmese governor turned
traitor. These forces who had willingly or unwillingly turned
against their King were divided into small groups and distributed
among the Siamese forces outside. Thus 1,700 men with Nga
Ba U at their head were with the Governors of Pyatbi and
Kanpuri; 1,000 men with Nga Te and Awlénat as leaders were
with Paya Kalahén; and 500 men led by the Kyaukmawzs were
with Paya Rén Palat. A force by water was also organized by
means of a number of sea-going boats manned by Siamese, Talaings,
and Tavoyans (people of Tavoy or Dawé). Paya Peikthalok, the
Siamese heir apparent, was despatched with a force of 20,000 men
to invest Byeik (Mergui).
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3 Literally means “wonderful lake”
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The Burmese flotilla under Nemyo Génnarat Kyawthu ar-
rived at Dawé. They met the Siamese flotilla and engaged them
in fight. The Siamese were defeated, losing many boats -and men.
The Burmese then anchored round Hintha ! Island to the south-
west of the town. The other two Burmese flotilias arrived at
a place called Maungmagan, where the forces landed safely and
encamped at Kinmya to the north-west of the town. The land
forces under Einshe Wun Nemyo Kyawdin Thibathu also arrived
about the same time, and the commander-in-chief stationed himself
at Kamyaw, from which place he directed the operations. He sent
a portion of his forces with Kin-U Bo Letya Thiha Thingyan in
command to encamp at Kyauktaung to the north of the town. A
detachment of 7 regiments containing about 3000 men was sent
from this camp to cross over to the east bank of the (Dawe) river to
obtain a foothold there, but this step was opposed by the Siamese
who attacked the Burmese with a force of about 10,000 men directed
by twenty officers whose rank entitled them to the use of a red
umbrella, and commanded by the (Governor of Kanpurii The
Burmese showed fight in spite of the disparity in numbers. But
before there could have been any serious fighting, the Siamese
were unfortunate in getting their commander, the Governor of
Kanpuri, disabled by a musket shot from the Burmese: about four
or five Siamese officers fell about the same time. On this, the
Siamese withdrew, enabling the Burmese to effect what they wanted
to do. Then Binnya Sein in company with Nga Myat Pyu, the
rebel governor, built an earthen redoubt on one side of Zaya
stream and took up their position with a force of 10,000 men com-
posed of Siamese, Talaings. Tavoyans, and Burmese. The Burmese
organized a storming party of 6000 muskets, supported by 200
horse of Kathe cavalry. A bridge was thrown across the stream
and the redoubt was stormed with such success that Binnya Sein’s
composite forces were put to rout. The Burmese secured many
prisoners and theve were many killed also. They followed up their
success by attacking Paya Disho's camp at Sankye In, where there
were about thirty regiments 2 of Siamese. Here also, the Burmese

1 Means ¢ Hamsa bird. ™
2 Tt is stated aboye that Paya Dishp had 5000 men,









night, promising that they would fall upon the Siamese in the
town at the same time. Nga Zeya swam across the river and ar-
rived at a Burmese encampment under the command of Natmilin. !
He was taken to the camp of Nemyo Kyawdin Thihathu, who,
having learned the contents of the letter, issued orders that the
town must be taken that night at any eost, and those who did not
succeed in getting into the town would be executed. These orders
were conveyed to every regiment. Thus on the night of the 1st
of waning Pyatho (January) Dawe town was vigorously assailed
by all the Burmese forces from outside ; while inside it, the Tavoy-
ans, Burmans, Talaings, and Shaus who were in the plot fell upon
the Siemese and opened all the gates of the town. There was a
severe hand to hand fight, and the Siamese lost heavily in this
niglée.  The commanders Paya Run Parat and Binnya Sein succeeded
in making their escape with a portion of their forces. When
Paya Kalahon, Paya Ron Palat, Paya Disho, and the Governor of
Kanpuri knew that very night that the Siamese forces inside the
the town had been obliged to leave it with all haste, they withdrew
their forces beforc dawn. With the first rays of dawn, the Burmese
went iu pursuit of the retreating Siamese, and they succecded in
securing the heads of Puya Kalahon, 2 and the Ye¢ Wun ( Minister
of Water-Ways ), and the Thenat Wun (Minister of Fire-arms).
His Siamese Majesty, who was at Thitkanet, also made a. hasty
retreat. The Siamese losses both in killed and captured were said
to be very heavy. Nga Myat Pyu, the rebel governor of Dawe,
also escaped and probably accompanied the Siamese forces. It was
well that he managed to escape, otherwise he could not have
possibly escaped the fate of being burned alive. The Burniese
pursued the retreating Siamese only as far as Thitkanet camp, and
then returned with the prisoners they captured during the pursuit.

The town of Byeik had been invested by the Siamesc
Crown Prince Paya Peikthalok who shelled the town day and
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night from a small hill called Shinpatit. The Burmese Governor
Setya-u-chi was, however, able to hold on. After the retreat of the
Siamese from Dawe, a land column under Nemyo Goénna Kyawthu
and Upagaung, and a fleet of six shipy under Akauk Wun Thiri
Yaza Dawmarat, were sent to relieve Byeik. On their arrival, they
attacked the investing forces vigorously. The Siamese Crown
Prince then leavrnt that the Siamese had retreated from Dawe, and
there was no other course open for him but to muke a hasty retreat.

The Maha Upayaza, who was apparently cumfortably quar-
tered at Yangén, hundreds of miles away from the actual scene of
operations, took the whole credit of the success. He appointed a
new governor to Dawe and detailed a force of 3000 musketeers to
garrison the town and support the control of the civil authorities.
After having made due arrangements for the proper administration
of the towns of Byeik, Daws, Ye, and other towns and villages in
this eastern part of His Burman Majesty’s territories, he started on
his homeward journey on the 8th of waning Pyatho 1154 (January,
A. D. 1793).









( 54 )

commanded by the king’s son and other members of
the royal family. Mankyidun, anxious to fulfil the
expectations of his superiors, rashly made an attack
on one of the entrenched positions, and failed. He
was compelled to retreat, and returned with the
remnant of his force to Martaban. He and four of
his officers were afterwards executed. By this time
large reinforcements under the Ainsh€meng, who
fixed his headquarters at Rangun, had reached Mar-
taban. They were sent on to the south by sea and

December, A.D.land under Gunnerdp Kyoathu. With his superior

1792,

force he retook Tavoy, and then marched on and
relieved Mergui, which the Burmese governor had
successfully held. The Siamese invaders having
been expelled, the Ainshémeng returned to the capi-
tal, a portion of the troops being left to guard the
districts on the south-eastern frontier.
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Yodaya entered King Bagyidaw’s mind. His sole reason for the
invasion was that Yodaya had once been completely conquered by
King Sinbyushin, the city destroyed; and the royal family captured.
Since then a new dynasty had sprung up and the state declared its
independence ; and that the king had not been reigning justly,
whereby the population, both monks and laymen, found no peace
and happiness. He said that whenever a king intended to invade
another’s territory, it was usual to get provisions ready and to
mobilize as big an army of elephants, horses, and men as possible.
Therefore he ordered Wungyi Maha Thenapadi with Mingyi Nawrata
as his assistant to mobilize men from all the towns along the
Eyawadi (Irrawady) river below the town of Pyi (Prome), and in
the southern provinces. The Wungyi was also ordered to requisi-
tion provisions and get them collected at convenient stations. He
and his staff arrived at Méttama in due course, and they sent out
spies to get information of the affairs in Siam. Provisions were
collected at convenient places on the lines of march. A report of
the preparations made was sent to the capital, but notwithstanding
what had already been done towards the intended invasion, the
Wungyi and his staff were recalled, and they arrived at the capital
in Pyatho 1183 (January A.D. 1822). It is very probable that the
Burmese found out that the Siamese were quite on the alert and
fully prepared not only to meet them but also to give them a
crushing defeat. Moreover, the relations between the Burmese and
the British Governments were getting more and more strained and
King Bagyidaw must have foreseen war with the British,

On the return of Wungyi Maha Thenapadi from Mottama,
he was accompanied by the envoys sent by the Yungyi Min
Mashakat Min,1 who had arrived at Mottama on a mission tothe Court
of Burma. A party of ministers and nobles was sent as far as
Sagaing to welcome the envoys. On the 12th of waning Pyatho

1 Mashakat is probably the name of the chief city of the country
inhabited by people whom the Burmese called Yungyi. If so, the envoys
came from the Ruler or Governor of Mashakat, Chief of the Yungyi people.

The aftix “gyi” in “ Yungyi” means great. Therefore ¢ Yungyi”
means great Yun. I am at a loss to know to which country and people
the Burmese historians were referring.—Thien.
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to give (these) away as reward to any person or persons who could
direct them to the sacred spot. After much trouble and by the assis-
tance of two Mros they found the place—the men being rewarded as
ordered by the king. When the news of the discovery reached the
royal ears he immediately set out for the place with his entire
court. The image was found in the ground buried up to the neck,
The right leg and the greater part of the back were missing. The
shrine was completely destroyed by fire. The king at once saw the
exposed nature of the place. He knew that its general isolation
among the hills was the too frequent cause. of the shrine being
desecrated by the wild hill tribes who made pericdic visits of
plunder into these parts. He therefore conveyed the image by water
into the ancient city of Dinnyawaddy. The chronicles tell us that
invitations were then issued to all the neighbouring kings and
princes to visit Arakan and share with him the supreme merit to
be'a,cquired by undertaking the entire repairs of the most sacred
image and shrine. The gathering of ruling princes was a represen-
tative one. First they repaired the image itself by supplying the
missing parts. Then they erected the shrine on which were lavish-
ed all the skill, energy, and resources they could command. In
the building of the surrounding walls the work was proportionately
divided between the different races that were present. Thus some
were asked to carry out the work on the east of the shrine, some
to the south, and so on. The temple and the walls were decorated
with exquisite carving. The latter contained human figures re-
presenting all the races of the earth. There is no doubt about
it that this second building of Mahamuni was a great historic
event. What little is left of it at the present day amply proves
it. The spot selected was a small hill at the north-east corner of
the city. The nine kutis of treasure left buried by king Sanda
Thurya was also unearthed, removed and buried again at the
northern end of this hill. The stone slab placed on the mouth of
the pit was so immense that a thousand men, say the chronicles,
would not even be sufficient to shift it from the place. The whole
thing was finished in seventy-one days.

Several races undertook to visit the temple once in every
three months for the purpose of carrying out such minor repairs
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as were considered necessary from time to time. But some of the
tributary tribes were given definite work to perform and were
required to always leave behind certain persons to guard the place.
The details of the allotment of such specific duties were also
recorded in stone tablets at the four cardinal points. These re-
cords no longer exist in their usual places though I am told they
were there until quite recently, by an sauthority of no mean
repute.

In the closing scene of its variegated history, Bodawpaya
of Burma comes in—a fit character for a fit occasion. After his
final conquest and so-called pacification—*solitudinem faciunt pacem
appellant”—he directed the famous image to be conveyed into
Burina. This was accomplished in the year 1785 A.D. The ex-
cess of patriotic fervour led some people a few years ago to declare
that the real image was lost in the creek close to the site, in the
course of its removal and that the soldiers fearing the king’s
wrath took away a substitute. Attractive as this version may
appear to us Arakanese, everything that has any bearing on the
history of this country proclaims the image that now adorns the
Arakan pagoda at Mandalay to be the genuine one.

It will be seen that the present account deals with the
principal events only. But it must not be supposed that during
the long interval between these epochs the image and the shrine
were allowed to remain in peace. The frontier tribes such as the
Chins, the Mros, and the Siks periodical'ly descended from their
mountain homes and harassed the kingdom whenever it was known
that the ruler of the country was weak or incapable. On such
occasions they always made it a point to visit the shrine and after
taking away all the riches it contained they invariably set fire to
it.. Whenever this happened the then reigning king would forth-
with rebuild it and make good the loss. In the chronicles this
occurs with painful regularity.

What seems to me to be rather a curious fact is that even
at the time of Du-tha-raza, towards the middle of the 12th century,
this well-known temple and image could mnot be easily found. At
the present day none of us have any ides of the original site






























