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SIAMESE DOCUMENTS OF THE SEVENTEENTH 

CENTURY. 

(Archives of t he Ministry of the Colonies, Paris) 

Lecture de]i,·ered at an Ordinary General Meeting 

of the Siam Society, June I , 1921, 
I 

BY PROF. G. CCEDES 

Chief Librarian of the V ujir;l iii.i~1a National Library. 

During Sumdet Phra Narai's reJgn (IGG4-16H8), the inter­
course between Siam and Europe became ,-cry active. As regards 

France alone, th e period extend ing from 1680 to 1688 saw no less 
than three embassies sent by Somdet Plmt N arai to King Loui~> 

XIV, who in turn dispatched two French arnbassics to the Court of 

Si,:tm. It goes without saying that these active diplomatic relations 

illlplied a considerable number of written documents, letters, reports, 
instructions, etc. It is as good as certain that the Archi,·es of 
Ayuclhy<t did contttin a certain amount of docun.ents relating to that 

period, but they were utterly destroyed in the burning of the capital 
in April 1} 67. Fortunately, th e documents received in France, and 
the minutes of the letters sent to Si,tm have been preserved in their 

integrality and are to be found in Paris in three places. 

Some minutes of letters and instructions, but comparatively 

few, are kept in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Vul. A.sie ;g, Asie 

3, Asie 4, A8ie 6 ). The minutes of the letters sent to, and the 
letters received from Sia,m are divided bc::twecn the Archives of the 
Marine (which have been recently incorporated into the National 
Archives: Series B 1, vol . .:19, 40; B 2, vol. 51 tl:; seq.; B 4., vul. 11, 

;n, I3J, 150 ), and the Ministry of the Colonies (Vol . Cl . :e:e to fg7 , 

rod A.sie o 1· ientcd e 5.3 ). It is in that last colledion that I have 
found the Siamese documents which I publish hereafter. 

Before publishing those papers and in order to replace them, 
so to say, in their frame, I cannot dispense with a brief resume of 
the interpur.:~e between France and' Siam in the XVIIth century. 
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It is not my purpose to nitrrn,te thi::; hiHtory in full details: this work 
hiLS already been done in 1 8~3 hy M. LUCIEX LAN IER in his excellent 

book: "Et1~de histo?·ique sur leH ?'elations de la France et du 
royaume de Siam", which is based on the very documents I have 
just. mentioned. Beside this book, R. F. ADlUEN LAUNAY of th e 
Missions Etrangeres, lias just published some months ago three 
volumes entitled: " Histoi?'e de la Mission de Sicnn," which give a 

complete surwy of the relations between the French missionarie::; 
and the Court of Siam, based on the numerous documents kept in 

the ArchiYes of the Society. I shall therefore limit myself to a 

short and dry summary of the events. 

'l'he firs t French missionaries " ·ith Mgr. Pall u, Bi::;hop of 
Heliopolis, and Mgr. de la Mothe-Lambert, Bishop of Beryth e anived 

at Ayudhya the 22nd August 1662. But the first official relat ions 

between Louis XIV and Phra Narai beg1Ln in 1673, wh en Mgr. Pallu 
who had been in Europe in t.he meantime, in order to submit to th e 
Holy See some (1uestions rai::;ed by the ·work of the mission, brought 

back to Siam presents from the Pope and the King of France, with 
letters of thttnks for the protection granted to the catholic 
mi::;sionaries. He:=tring of the go::>d treatment of the missionaries in Siam 

the French Company of the East-Indies, founded by Colbert in 16u4 
in imitation of the Dutch Company, decided to establish a factory 
in Siam: this was done in September· 1680. The arrival of the 

French merchants, and the news they brough~ of the recent vict.ories 
of King Louis XIV, induced Phra Narai to send to the Court of Ver­
sailles a solemn embassy consisting of three Envoys (1) accompanied 

by more than 20 Siame::;e. Thi::; first Embassy which left Ayudhya 
during the last weeks uf 1680, never reached Europ:'. The ship 
which conveyed them wa::; caught in a stol'm on the Ea::;t coast of 
Madagascar, and was totally wrecked. 'rhe news of this disaster 

(1) 'El'ElfltJ)1WW"roJU' :n'llllJ~t 'ElflflVItmf6lt~mJ'~l..!Vl:i', 'ElElfl~l..!Ufl:i'~l 'lltJ 
(The,.;E three name:; :tre written respectively: Oc P ra. Pi pat R;tch;t M:tytl'i, 
Lommg Seri Viss:tll Sonnto n :tud 0 coun Nncolla V ichay in the French 
document:; . The re~titutiGn of the first two n: trnes is pretty certa in, the 
Sia.me::;e orthogra phy of the third is somewh:tt doubtful). 
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were not yet known in Siam, when, three years later, a new miSSive 
of King Louis XIV reached Ayuthia in July 1682. 

Iu the course of the following year, the Court of Siam decided 

at last to despatch to Europe a second embassy in order to try and 

ascertain the fate of the form er one, and to bring letters and presents 
to the King of France and to his Minister Colbert. 

'fhis embassy was headed hy two Siamese and accompanied 
by a French missionary , R. F . Vachet. They left Siam the 25th 
January 1684, on board an English ship which lo.nded them at 
Margate in England. After a short stay in London, they went over 

to France, where they remained until the 3d. of March 1685. 
Although this second Siamese embassy of 1684- 85 is not so famous 
as the third one in 1686, some interesting details regarding it are 

preserved in the Memoirs of F. Vachet , whose fragments h'lve been 
quite recently published in F. LAUNAY's book already referred to 
(Vol. I , pp. 131- 153). I ha ve been unable to trace the names of these 

Siamese. All 'vhat we know about them is that they were not 
real "Mandarins ", and that unlike their colleagues of 1686 whose 
tact and exquisite politeness left such an excellent impression, they 

gave much trouble, as a result of their ignorance and their inability 
to submit to circumstances which were new to them. 

The result of their visit to France was the sending of the 
first and most famou s French embttssy unde.r the command of 
Chevalier de Chaumont, accompanied by I' Abbe de ChoiHy, Chevalier 
de Forbin and several young noblemen, R. F. Tachard and seyeral 

Jesuits. Thanks to the narratives of these highly educated and en­

light,ened persons, which were published as soon as th ey returned to 
France, we are able to follow day by day the progress of their 
voyage (from Brest which they left the 3rd March 1685 to Pakliam 
which they reached the 23rd September) and the incidents of their 
residence in Siam. 

The results of their mission, if not in proportion of t he 
magnificence of their reception and of the value of the presents 
exchanged, were not of little importance. Their principal aim ~; were 
the advancement of the Mise ion, and if possible the con v-ersion of the 
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King of Siam to catholicism, and the furtherance of commerce be­
tween both countriet:i. 

On the first point, they outained a treaty granting certain 
privileges to the apostolic missionaries throughout the Kingdom, 

signed at Louvo, the lOth December, 1685(1). l1y another 

treaty signed the next day the East-India Company was 
gmnted complete liberty of commerce ·with exemption of 
expJrt and import duties, but with the very important restriction 

tlmt all gvv::ls h,d to be bought :rom the royal warehouses. The 

man tger of the Compcwy in Siam received the jm<siiction over the 
s ~. rmut!-l of the Company. 'l'ile Cmup,tny obtained the monopoly of 
the coHnuerce of tin in Jnnkceylon with permission to build a factory 

there, and the pla:.:e of Singora was given in full property to the 

Company with permission b fortify that place. Those very import­
HILt privileges >vhich the King of Siam gmnted without receiving 
anything in return, were uevertheleKs considered insufficient by the 

Council of the Cotnpttny, and we shall see that the tre11ty of 1687, 
whose original I lm\·e found in Pctris, Wets even more unilater­

al and more f,woumble b the French interests in Si11m. 

Chevalier de Chmunont and suite left Ayudhya in December 
1()85 and landed at Brest the 18th June 168G. They were 

accompanied by a third Siamese embasHy and by twelve Siamese 
boys sent to France to be educ11ted there. The journey of the 
Siamese Ambassadors from Bre3t to Paris, through N ttntes, 

Orleans, Fontainebleau, their audiences at Versailles, their visits of 

all places of in~e ~·est in t\e capital, their tour through the newly 
conquere::l province of Fln,nders, are narrated ttt length in a small 
b8ok which is mentioned in the Journcd of the Siam Sor;iet'y, vol. II, 

part I, p. G3, and a copy of which is kept in the Vajimiiana 

Xntimml Libmry. 

(1) A copy of tJ.e Si:tme::;e text t·f this tretty is kept in the 
V,tjir,ti't,ii.U1 N;ttiunal L bmry. The French Text, with an English trans­
lation has b. en published in "Stnte Pupers of the K ·inydom of S ·inrn, 
lUIJ.',-lSSU" (London, Ridgway, 18813), p nn. 



( 11 ) 

I must enter into some detail s regarding the personality and 
the character of these SiarneFe Ambassadors, as two of our documents 
are letters written by them. 

Chevalier de Chaumont writes in his diary (pp. 211-212):­
" They are the best persons in the world, quiet, well educatf)d, 

obliging and of good temper. I hope we shall stand on very friendly 
terms." 

The first AmbasRador, R.n:jathut, was Okphra Visut Sunthon, 

the second or Upathut. waR Okluang Kaliyariljamaitri, and the third 
or Trithut was Okkhun Si Visaravacha. 

We do not know much about the second and the third: 

Luang Kaliyarn:jamaitri was an old man who had been twice 
Ambassador in China. 

Khun Si Visaravacha was a young man of 25 to 30. He was 

the son of the Siamese Envoy to the Court. of Portugal tmd he 
had been once sent to the Mogul. 

We are mnch better informed rega.rding t.he first AmbasRarlor 
Phra Visut Sunthon. His personal nam e waH Pan, and he is still 

known to the Siamese by the name of Kosa Pan. He was the 
younger brother of the lute Phrakhlang or "Barcalon," to call him as 

did the Europeans in that tim e, and had during fifteen years worked 
with his brother, so that he was at least 35 years old when he was sent. 

to FL'imce. He Wtts the first Siamese whom Chevalier de Chaumont 
met at the Bar of the Menan, and he accompanied the Chevalier 

daily during his residence in Siam. "The first time I saw him," sayR 

de Chaumont, "I found that he was a wellbred and a cleYer man, and 
J told M. Constance that he would be the right mn.n to be sent to 
France BR Ambassador." (pp. 210- 211). 

There can be no doubt that he was witty. The relation of the 
Siamese Embasy to France which I alluded to, is full of his speeches, 
talks, and remarks: some of them may have been invented by the 
editor of the book, but many may be genuine. 

Chevalier de Chaumont tells us that Plna Visut Sunthon 
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noted down everything he Raw : "This pleases me very much, he 
RtlyR, for he will find in France many things worthy of his 
admieation, and he will thus be able to give his King a faithful 

account of what he will have seen." (p. 211) 

Well, if the narration of the Siamese embassy, which is 
embodied in the Siamese Official History, Phongsavadan Krung Kao, 

is really grounded on Phra Visut Sunthon's report to the- King, he 
must have bee:1 the gren,test boaster of his t ime. In this extra­
ordinary chapter of the PhongsaV[Ldan, the Ambassador boasts 
of having g iven before the Court at Versailles a kind of magical 
performance in order to prove the invulnerability of Siamese soldiers, 

and he pretends having received a French Court lady as a gift of 

King Louis. (Cf. REv. S:MITH, History of Siam, R eign of H. M . 
SO?ndet Pr·a Narai Banglcolc, 1880). But it would be unfair to make 
him reRponsible for that sttltement, the redaction of which is pro­
bably not anterior to the beginning of the XIXth century, and which 

1 consider as t he echo of ROme gossip current in Siam a.bout that 
fn,mouR embassy. 

If we are able to get an idea of Phm Visut Sunthon's humour and 
wit, I have found only one direct all uRi on to his political capacities in 

the still unpubliRhed diary of Ceberet, the second French Envoy who 
accompanied him on his return voyage to Siam. Ceberct write!'! : 
"F. Tachard told me that he did not think Pra Visut Sunthon ·would 

favour t.be settlement of the French in Siam, because he is very 
much attached to his religion. F. Tachard is convinced that Phra 

ViRut Sunthon will behaye in Siam according to the ~'!tate of ::tffairs: 
if the circuniRtances are hvourable to the French, Phra Visut 
Sunthon ·will f'how cagernes in serving them; on the contrary, if he 

finds the minds illdispOf;ed against the French, his will follow his 

own inclination which is not favourable to them." 

We poP.sesR some informations about his career after he had 

retumed to his country. After the revolution of 1688, and probably 
in the firRt years of the reign of King Phra Phetraja, he was first 
raised to the dignity of Phra Khlang with the title of Phya 

Koflathibodi. AfterwardR, he took charge of the Foreign Affairs 
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which had been heretofore in the hands of the Chao Phya Si 

Thammarat, and his full title which appears on some documents 

dated 1698 and preserved in the Vajirana~1a National Library, 

became thus : l ~l m::tn Fitllj'Jl.JJ'l'll LVJ'li'Ill~ illl.Jll?ltnlJ~Vl WWV11VllJJ'l'1l 
y 

1mn~u~ 'El~uw1mlnmJ.Jw 1VI. 
y 

H e had thus been invested with the highest office of the 
Kingdom, but his end was a tragic one, of which we the read following 
account in u letter written by a missionary at Siam in 1700 and 
published in F. Laueay's H istory of trw Siam 1nission (II. p. 45): 

"The 13arcalon died two months ago, as a result of whip­
lashes and of the sorrow of being continually illtreated. Since the 
King in a moment of anger four years ago cut his nose with a sabre, 

the poor man experienced only persecutions from the Court which 
held him in suspicion. His eldest daughter, his three sons, his wives 
and concubines were all anested and put to torture. His properLy 
was seized two or three dayR before his death, and some rumours 

were spread that he plunged a dagger in his own bt·east for despair. 

'l'he Court cleared itself from any suspicion. After having shown 
some sorrow of his death, they accused his Chinese physician of 
having poisoned him and let the poor man be whipped. 'rhe body 
of the Barcalon was removed clueing the night and brought to a 

t emple where it was buried without ceremony, being thus deprived 
of the usual funeral honours. Such was the end of that £amouR 

am baRsador to France, and Primo Minister of the great King of 

Siam." 

Now we are acquainted with the personality of the Siamese 
ambassadors of 1687, we can read the original letters which I found 
in Paris and which they wrote under the following circumstanceR. 

'l'hcy had left Brest the 1st March 1687, with a second French 
EmbaRsy composed of l\f. de La Loubere and Ceberet, F. Tachard, 
several Jesuits, and a body of French troops under the command of 
DeRfarges and Du Bruant, who in execution of a request of Con­
Rtance Phaulkon, had to occupy the forts of Bangkok and Mergui m 
order to ensure the security of the kingdom. 
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They reuched the Cape of Good Hope the 11th Jnue and 
remained there until the 25th of the same month. The day before 
their departure, they sent several letten; to France: this is expressly 

stated in F. '£achard's rebtion of his second voyage (p. 69): "Before we 

left the Ca.pe, he says, the Siamese ambassadors wrote several letters 
to persons in France, whose good offices they wished to acknow ledge. 
I Rhould be pleased to print them all and I am sure that they would 

be read with pleasure, but I possess only the one they begged me to 
forward to F. de la Chaize (the King'H confessor·), and which I have 

translated into French wi~h the help of their interpreter." 

F. '£achard gives then the tranRlation of that letter which 
begins: "Letter of Ok PlH'a Visut Sunthon Rajatud, Okluang Kahtya­
rajamaitri Upatud, Ok khun Si Visaravacha Tritud toR. F, de la 

Chaize" and ends thus: " this letter was written in the eighth 

month, the second day of the waning moon, in the year thoh 

nopasoc 2231, that is the 24th of June 1687." 

The two letters which I have been able to trace in Paris 

wer·e written on the very same day. One is addressed to the 
Marquis de Seigntlay, the son of Colbert and .Minister of Louis XIV, 
the other to Monsieur cle Lagny, Director of the East-India Company. 

Both bear the seal of Phra Visut Sunthon, and are accompanied by a 

French translation. 

With the exception of some obsolete words,· whose meaning 

is otherwise perfectly clea r, their style is easy and the interpretation 

offers no difficulty 1. 

<Ud!. "" 
@ VIU~·~'EI t~anw1~~mVJ~U11T n.nVJVJ 'EiflnVI~~~n"tlmn.n1lJVJ! 

y y lJ 

- ... """" d. 
'EJGJn~'UFIJ' ~m:i'~l"'ll Vl:i'~VI JJl ~~ ~l'U JJ~ ~~Ll~ cJ 

lJlJ lJ 
m.JVJVJ 
y lJ 

-·- ---·-- ···- --------------------

( l) In the following trn,nscriptions the orthography h~ts been slightly 
modernizeJ and some obvious mist dtes con ectecl, in order to f:1cilitate the 
reading of the originn,l (see the phtes at the end this paper), but some 
int~resting archaisms aud the spelling uf the propet· names, such as 

~Y~L~fl has been presen·ed throughout. 
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.I d. 2-11 I I v ""' v v v 
luW l~W11Jl?l rJ Vlfll llVI~ WJ'~lJVI1m'~B~J'1llJ'1'1l L91 rlrJ lz:i m'~ l?l~tl 

I.J "tl y 

fJ~1u Vl1D~~ lJ1 ~~ mu ~ fl LLZ'i ll?l:ru fllUU LLZ'i uufirJ LLZ'i 

Lm 191~ wvin~ :rn1:11 LL~~ '111~ ~J'~L!~l?l Vl11J~~ ~~ ljjllU ~~ fJ~tu ~~ 
<~. B 

m~ AJ'tltl'Vllltn uu 
y y 

d. I <=> \J1 9.) 

LLfl :u fl~1:U ~un ~mtl rJtl :u ll?l l!il?l 
y I.J 

tJU~ ffit.Jll?l WlJ ~1 Vl1~ ~~ 9~ ~1Lll?l~ Llri ~1U jjfJlJ 19 LL~~ fJ~1 U 

v 1 d. 1 .u"i A 1 • 1 v .u"; 
l?l~tl lJfll flW jjm VllU :U LLn fJVll U l:UfJ fJtl ru m'~ v-JNH LLZ'i fJl1ll W 

y"tl y 1l y 

o...J u ' r 1 v ~ A ' ' ~ ~ 
m nJ flW '11m mu mJ r..JU L Vll Vln ~u u r:1~ ~1 Vl1 vm uw :u ~l?l~n 

y I.J y 

f]~1w A 9~ ~ 1l71 r uJu Vln LZ'itl] LLZ'i flJ1lJ ~j] u~ A ~ :r7" V11tl 
I.J y y I.J 

LZ'itl vYJtl rJ~1w ~ fJW 9~ ~l?l ~~ ~nw fJW ~LAH ~~ l~ WlJ ll?l L ~W ru 

• 1 ~v A .u 1 • 1 ~v .u ""' B 
m~ wi~H LLZ'i L:Ull H~ 'tltl ill m~ wNJ:I llz:i ~JJ'W fJU ~LAH UU 

y I.J y 

A ml:U fJU Llz:i Z'i~ ~~ Z'i~ ~~ ut ~ '1ln '1l~U t11l~ 1v11u j]l~ 1uu lJl~ 
y I.J 

1v1 i1fl1U 19 'tlU ml'tltJ Vlrl~ LLZ'i u~ fl ~ ~u ~u 
I.J 

'ElU Lud1 'tlu mm rJu ~:r~mi Vl11h~ ut 'El~1w A L'rtln m1u F1~1:u 
I.J 

~l?l W91:i'lli1 L~U Z'i~ ~~ Z'i~ ~~ ffitl uw~1v1~mtl19 Llrl 'El~1u ~1 

LUW 9~ ~1 mi ~1u ~1:u r.rr~ ~ ~l?l L~u fl~1:u ~wn ~1Jltl1w ucJu ~u 
y 

fl 9~ ~un ~lJltl l~1 Vltl~ ~l71 ~~ tlA An~ Ll~1 WI~lJVI1n:f~H~J' V<ill r.Y1VInl 
Y u ·u 

.u v1 . I 1 v ~ ""' "! v d 'tlU Vl1 tJ l?l 9~ LLufl un1 ~:urm VI ~w :u LlJl l?l9 VIW~ wr.:; :IJV11 m:; 
1J y"tl y 

v ""' 9.) • I 9.) I '-'l liJ 9.) v I liJ 9.) .!./ .!./ v 
H~nlln'1l tJ LuW L9lLLVI~ 'tll'lLU Ll?l ~H~ LL~ Ll71 ~m u m:u u LLfl~ 

I 

~l 
I.J 

.u v • 1 ~v ~ d • 1 .u 
w:r.:;:UV11n:f~Hl?11 l "ll m ~ wNH U l VIU ~lJfl~J' 9~ LuU WJ'~:IJVI1m'~H~:f 

y 

Llri WJ'~lJV11m'~H~:r Vl~ U~~ Vl1 Ll'!m l'tld'tlli 

liJ 9..1 .J. .u'l 1 .u ~ ~ £. 1 1 v ll] .I 
Ll?l -r.mn 91n UQJQJ1 'tl~ L u 9W L Vl1 1Jl71 w LVI~ ruw m ~1 nrl Lu V!n 



( 16 ) 

o.J<!!. I o.J 'V 'l./1 I I I 1'1./ I 

UlJu'tl LLVI~ VU~lJVI1ni'~~l711 lliill ~ VIQ} liil~ 'il'tl lln 'VllU VI l ill ~~ llfl 

VU~lJVIlflr.:H~:r l ~1 ~1VIw dl 'tlW fl~llJ UU~'tl LL~ UlJU'tllJ ~'tl w:r~lJVIl 

m~H'tm ~1VIw nd1 'tl~1u ~Dl~ ~u ~~~:r 'tl~1u ~Dl~ :rrn:11 1~1u VI~ 11Dl1VI 

lJtfl~ J'J1VI llW Lln mllJ UU~'tl ll~ UlJU'tllJ ~UM ll~~ 1m ~Y~L~[7] VI~ u~~ 
I r;;' 0 1'1.1 1 B ,! .. "j 

ll~ liil~ 'tl~1VI Vll VI 'liU~ Vln fllJ_ U fl~llJ UlJlJ'tllJ 'WU 'tlW~ 'tl~ l'W 'il'tl 
y y 

llrl ~1U ~W ~1U ~ ,J111Dl ~WM 1JnuU1 1Jm VlJ'~J'l'llllJ~i Vld~lJVIlni'~l:l~:rl 
y 

~n'liL ~1 lfl~ ~'tl~ n1~ ~ 1VI'V lJtfl~ 1Dl1L1Q1 ~u Lu 1u 'tlWlfl~m~ ilrl~ 

VllU ~ ti111Dl ~UM ~'tl 'tl~1u LL~ L~'tl tJ~ 'tltJ 1u flN ~r~l:l u1J u:r~m:r 1[71 
1J y 

"JJ'tl1VI'V~lU ~ ti111Dl [juM ~'tl 'tl~1u ~ulu LL~ 'tl~1u 'il'tl w:r lLn w:r~ LUW 

L «ill tJ
11 ~11~ W1 ~11~ LL~u~u 'il'tl 1VIi.-~~tJ tl1N 1ur[7] ~1u 1VI

11 ~lu Lvi' 
1J y 

~ll~liil mlJ fl~llJ U:rl~Ul ~1U ~~ 'Vlfl u:r~m:r. 
y 

v d! ..., <!!. .I b ..., 
VIU~~'tl lJ1 ~UVllfl L[7]'tJU llu11 lLJ'lJ ~'tl~ fil l bil~ UWFlfl F1m'T'il li!JIIDJlGl 

y 

(A rchives cle.s Culonie8, Cl. 933, p . 7 5) 

An cap de bonne Esperance le 24 J uiu 1687. 

Lettre de Oocpravisout sounton raatchathoud, de Ooc:louang 

calayanar<tatcha maitri oupathoud et de Ooccoun srivisaanwaakia 
trithoud a Monsieur Le Marquis de Seignelay, grand l\iinistre de 

Louis le Grand. 

Notre navigation a este si heureuse jusques icy, et nons aYons 
receu tant de bons traitemens de touttes lcs personnes <lui sont 
chargez de nous faire repa.sser dans nostre pa.trie, que cette longue 
tr<.wersAfl a, este nrmr nous rernplie d'une ioyc continuell e, et ce nons 
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est une consolation particulier de trouver une occaswn de pouvoir 
marquer a Vostre Exce~lence c::nnbien nous conservons de reconna,is­

sttnce pour touttes les marques d'affection que vous nons avez donnees 

pendant nostre sejour en France, et dont nous r esRentons tous les 

jours de nouveaux effets. Quand nostre na-vigation aurait ete moins 

heureuse et moins tranquile, nous naurionR pa-s la.isse dy passer le 

temps d'une maniere tres agrea.ble, par les idees encor e presente'l de 

toutes les merveilles que nous avons remarqnees en France, dont 

nous avions ete plustost accablez <Iu'occupez et <IUe nons avons icy le 
temps de repasser a loisir. Nous :-;outmes obligez d'aso lier a V. E. 

que nJU'l n 3 c::mn<.t iS'·lOm point un pltB gmnd plttisir sur la terre que 

de r 'appeler sou vent dans nos esprit l'idee toutte fraische d'un Roy 

dont les qualitez heroi<1ues snrpass;mt toutte expression, et qui, 
cCJ mme disoit il y a quelque1:; ttnnee-;;, le R·Jy no1tre maistre, meriteroit 

d'estre le Roy de tou'l les autres Roy.;; de l'Europe; auqsi en a vons nou8 

f <tit jusqu'icy nostre prittcip.tle occupe1t ion desorte <1ne nous n avons 

presque point encore pense a nostre pa.trie quoy que non8 esperiom; y 

arriver en assez peu de t emps. Si nous ne cmignions point de 

mc1nquer au respect qu ·.:! nou8 devons a, un si grand Roy, nons vous 

prierions de luy bsmoig ner llUe jus<Iu'au dernier soupir de uostre 

vie nous nous ferons une gloire d'egaler et mesure de surpasser si 
nom; pouvons se·3 plus fideles suj ets en re;;pect et en veneration pour 

Sa. Royalle per donne. N ous YOW> dernandons la continua-tion de 

vostre zele pour la conser vat ion de l'union <lui est entre no:; deux 
grand Roys ; et de nous honorer tousjours de Yostre a.rnitie et nous 

presentons des benedictions a,u Dieu du Ciel et de la ten e, le priant 

de vom; donner l'accompli 1:isement de tous vos desirs. Cette lettre a 

este escrite au Cap de bonne Esperance le 8" mois et le 1 er iour du 

decours de la lune de l'annre pito nop soc de l'Ere 2231. Ce qui 

lllarque le 24" Juin 1687. 

(Ibid., p. , 158) . 

'EJUVlVJ LL~ 'El'Eln'il1.JF11~~l:r~l~l VJr'VlVJ :~.n ~~ lJ~ mti 
f u y u ff 

~lJu"lm~ ~ u~~ 
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( lb·i(l, p. 15?) 

Lettre de ocpravisud suntrora rajatud le oluan callaja raja 
maitri upatnd le o cun sriuisaravacha tritud a Monsieur de Lagni 

directem du commerce de France. 

Vous nons avez tesmoigne taut d'affection et taut de zele 
JlOUl' tout ce qui pouvait contribuer a Ia satisfaction du Roy nostre 

Maitre que nons ne pouvions sans ingratitude laisser passer l'occasion 

qui se presente de vous lllttrquer d'apprendre que nous somrnes 
al't'ivez icy du.ns uno s:tute ptufaitte ayu.nt fait la plus heureuse 

navigation 11ne nous pussions desirer. Nons e::;perons d'estre en trois 
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mois aupres du Roy nostre' M11istre a qui nous rendrons un fidelle 

compte des soins que vous avez pris de tons ce qui pouvait regarder 

son service. Nons nons promettons de ce mesme zele, que vons nons 

avez tesmoignez <Jne l'annee qui vient ne se passera pas sans <}Ue Yous 

envoyez a Siam tout ce qui restait a f11ire de choses que le Roy 

nostre Maistre aYait soulmit tees et nons Yous prions aussi de vouloir 

bien presser les maistres qui enseignent les Siamois que nons 11\·ons 

laissez en France de les mestre bientot en estat de retourner a Siam 

d'autant que leRoy uostre Maistre le desire f01 t. Nous prions Dieu de 

vous conserver de Yous combler de prosperite et de bonheur. Escrit 

au Cap de bonne esperance le 8e mois et le premier jours du deconrs 

de la lune de l'annee pito nopasoc de lere 2231 ce qui marque le 24 

Juin 1687. 
(Ibirl. 1'· 1:16). 

TRAXSLATlOX. 

I 

Letter of Okphra Visut Sunthon rajathut, Okluang· 

Kaliyarajamaitri upathut and Okkhnn Si Vimrayacho, trithut to 

Mom;ieur de Seigne'ay, great minister of His Majesty Louis le Grand. 

We have reached this spot, after having received so many 

proofs of deference and such _goo:l treo.tment from all the French who 

accompany us to Siam, that this long voyage ha Jeen continually 

lu.-;ky and prosperous, and without the least disco. ,rt. 

Now we are glad to have an occasion of thanking Yom 
Excellency for all the fa,~our::; with which Y. E. has loaded us clnring 

our stay in France l1nd whose consequences we still feel" now. 

Even if the ,~uyage had not been so lucky, we should not han 

experienced any wearine.c;s and should have been transported with .ioy 

by recalling to our mind all the wonders which we hose seen in 

France. 

When we were still in France, all the wonders which a,re 

gathered there compelled us to go here and to go there, :o;o that we 

almost grew weary. 
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Now during our leisure hours, it is a pleasure for us to recall 

all these wonders to our mind. 

We must confess to Your Excellency that we do not imagine 

anything more pleasant on t he earth than to remember all the quali­

ties of the great King, which it is beyond the power of anybody to 

enumeeate completely. 

As our Lord t he King of Siam told us two or three years ago, 

H. M. the King of France deserves to become the King of all the 

Kings of Europe. 

All these thoughts haYe S ) occupied our mind all the t ime, 

that, although avery day brings us nearer to our country from which 

we are now not very far, we have not yet thought much of it . 

Moreover, if we should not fear to break in upon t he respect 

due to Fmch a great King, we should beg Y. E. to tell H iH Maj esty 
that until our death, we shall firmly keep in our heart the respect 

and the venera,tion he deserveR and that we Fihall not let any of his 

French Rubj ects surpass us in respect and veneration towards him. 

We beg Y. E. to Fitrcngthen henceforth the fri endship between 
the two sovereigns. May the kindness which Y. E. has shown us 

wh en we were s~ill in France, he continued in future. 

We pru,y God who created Hea,,·en and Earth to fulfill all the 

wishes of Your Excell ency. 

Written on Wednesday in the eighth month , the second day 

of the wan ing moon, in the year thoh nopasok, 2231. 

II 

Letter of Okphra Visut Sunthon, (etc. as above) to Monsieur 

de Lagny, dire :::tor of the Company. 

You have shown us RO much kindneRs and deference, you 

have so diligently Rettled all the bnRines:; according to the wishes of 

our Lord the King of Siu.m, t hat we should deserve your reproaches, 

if we should miss this opportunity of writing to you and conveying 
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our gratitude, and informing you that we have reached this spot 

after a lucky voyage during which we did not cel.se thinking 
of you. 

We hope th!1t in three months we shall be in the presence 
of our Lord the King and we shall report to him with full details 
the part you have taken in the settlement of his affait·s. 

We trust that you will continue your good offices, and that 
you will send next year the presents which have been left in France, 
in ordee to fulfill the wishes of our King. 

We beg you to press the tutors who teach the boys who re­
mainei there, in order that they learn thoroughly and be in a position 
to return to Siam according to the wish of our King. 

We pray God to load you with prosperity. 

Written at the Cape, on Wednesday, in the eighth month, the 
second day of the waning moon, in the year, thoh nopasok, 2231. 

Phra Visut Sunthon was not mistaken in foreseeing that he 
would reach Siam in three months. They arrived at the Ear on the 
27th September 1687, exactly three months and two days after they 
had sai led feom the Cape of Guod Hope. 

During their three months stay in Siam, the French Envoys 
La Loubere and Ceberet experienced in their negociations with 

Constance Phaulkon all kinds of difficulties, the narration of which 
can be read in Lanier's book. The only point I shall mention here 
is the ccmclusion of a Treaty of commerce between the French Envoys 
and the delegates of the King of Siam. 

As afor-esaid, the Treaty which had been negotiated and 
signed by Chevalier de Chaumont in 1685, had been considered in 
France as insufficient and unslitisfactory. As a matter of fact, it 
was not a treaty in due form, but rather a convention between de 
Chaumont and Constance Phaulkon, giving a mere list of desiderata, 
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of which it is not clearly Haid that they were accepted or granted by 

the King of Siam. 

Ceberet, the Aecond Em·oy, who was more eApecially in 

charge of the commercial negotiations in which he was an expert, 
had with him a copy of the former treaty with annotations, and 

proposed emendations, and he finally succeeded in imposing his 'vill. 
He writes in his diary that he hope!=l they will be satisfied in France 
with the negotiations to which he has entirely de,·oted himself. 

'l'he result was that treaty whose original copy in Siamese, 
French and Portuguese are kept m the Archives of the Ministry of 
Colonies. 

It was concluded at Lopburi the 11th December 1687 between 

La Loubere and Ceberet, and two Siamese delegateA : Okya Phra 
Sadet, acting Phra_ Khln.ng and Phra Sri Phiphat RatannarajakoRa. 

Okya Phm Sadet was according to 'l'achard ([Fi?·st] Voyage, p. 167) 
one of the most prominent officers of the Kingdom, be was the 
chief andlprotector of all the buddhist priests of the realm, with 

r-ight of jurisdiction over them. 'l'he fact that he acted o.s Barcalon 
in December 1687 seems to imply that the fnrmer Barcttlon wtts 
dead and that Phra Visut Sunthon had not yet been appointed to 
that high charge. 

'l'he Siamese text of the Treaty conAists of six lea,·es of Euro­

pean paper written on both sides of the pages in a SOI!1ewhat care­
less handwriting. All three copies end wiLh the signatures of La 
Loubere and Ceberet with their personal seals imprinted upon wax, 
and with three Siamese seals in red intc, two of them the "'l'ra 
thevoda thu' chakr" (the deity holding a wheel) and the "'l'ra bua keo'' 
(the lotus of crystal) belong to the Phra Khlang, whilst the third 

which is unfortunately yery indistinct belonged apparently to Phra 

Sri Phiphat. No Siamese signature is to be seen on either of the 
t.hree copies, a particularity quite in n.ccordance with La Loubere's 

follo·wing statement : "'l'hey sign no writings, neither do they apply 

any seal to private writings. It is only the Magistrates that have a 

seal, that is properly a seal which the King gives them as an inR­

trument of their offices." (English editon of 1693, p. 75) 
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® Laloubere @ Ceberet 

0 
( Arckive8 dr:.g Oolonie8, OZ. 28, pp. 2f'!5-229 ). 

TRAITTE DE COMMERCE et Privi lege concede;r., touchantle 
commerce des Indes Orientalles et particulierement a.u Royaume de 
Siam et ses dictricts, Entre leurs Excellences MnR. DELALOU~ERE 

et CE~ERET envoyes extraordinaires de sa Ma:jeste Tres Chres­
tienne au Royaume de Siam, Et oya Pra Sedet Surentra Tibody Si 
Supora peria pah Exer<;ant par Commission L'office de Barcalon, et 
opra Sipipat rattana raya cussa Commissaire du Roy de Siam. 

1.-Le Roy de Siam accorde a la Compag• une piece de 
terre proche de la maison ou les officiers de la d. Compagc 
resident a present pour y bastir une maisou commode a son com­
merce. 

2.-Le Roy de Siam concede a Ia Compage de France le 
libre commerce dans ses royaumes et leurs dependances avec 
exemption des droits d'entree et de sortie, c'est a scavoir que tout-
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tes les marchandises que Ia d. Compage chargera et apportera 
dotns ses propre~ vaisseaux ou sur d'autres a fret, elle aura le 
privilege de los· vendre et de les achepter avec les personnes que son 
interest lny dictera sans nul empeschernent sous quelque pretexte 
que ce soit et touttes les marchandises que quelqu'autre nation que 
ce soit apporte et dont Ia Compag" aura besoin, elle le pourra 
achepter, neantmoins qu'en cas que lea Magazios du Roy ayent 
occasion d'achepter lea marchandises apportees qui n'appartiennent 

pi1s a la Compi1g", les Officiers de Ia Compag" representant le 
besoin qu'ils en ont au Ministre a l'anivee des marchands, il leur en 
donnera Ia quantite qui convient a leur commerce au mesme prix 

qu'ils les ont acheptees de ceux qu'ils les ont apportees, et en cas 
que Ia Compi1g0 est besoin pour son commerce de calin hors 
de Jonsalern, de morphil, d'elephant, salpetre, de plomb, arek et de 
sapan, que le demandant aux gardes Magazins, ella lcs trouvera au 

prix courant de Sa Majeste, Sa Majeste pourtaut ne permet pas que 
Ia Cornpag" achepte ses so1-tes de marchandises d'aucun marchands, 
mais seulement de ceux yui les prennent dans les Magazins 
puisqu'elles sont produites par ltll:l rentes du Roy, et ainsy uul u'a 
permission de les vendt·e, mais ~:;eulement les Officiers du Roy. Les 
marchandisel:l de contrebande, soit pour tmn::;porter, soit pour porter, 

sont S<tlpetre, poudre, souffre, et arrnes lesguelles elle n'emportent 
flans la permission du Roy, et quand elle les portera le Roy aura Ia 
preference, Ia Compage estant obligee d'en donner un mernoire. 

Le Roy de Siam a accorde le Commerce des cuirs a Ia Compag" 
Hollandaise dans Ia Ville de Siam, et ainsy la Cornpag" de France 
ne commercera pas en cette marchandises a Siam, mais en quelque 
autre poste qu'elle voudra du Royaume, hors de la Barre de Siam, 
elle a liberte entiere de les achepter. 

Sa Majeste donne ses droits d'entree et de sortie a la Com­
page avec exemption de Yisitte et les Officiers de la d. Compag", 
donnant seulement une declarat ion par el:lcrit de ce liUC l e~:; vaisseaux 
portent. C'est a scavoir, tant de piece de drap, tant de caissons de 
cuivre, etc. ils donneront la declaration quand ils montent a BanCO!!, 
!JUand ils descendent icy a Siam aux Officiers a qui il appartient 
prenant cy d. deux lieux la despeche du ministre soit a !'entree ~:;oit 
a la sortie. 
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3.-Le Roy de Siam accorde a la Compage que tous les 

marchands qui auront acheptes les marchandises de la d. Com­

page, pour trafiquer ailleurs aux risques de la Compage les d. 
marchands et leur provenu seront libres des droits du Roy a l'entree 
et a la sortie. 

4.-Le Roy de Siam accorde a la Compttgc de fretter un on 

deux ou autant de vais'leaux qu'elle luy plaira pout porter partout 

ou elle voudru. les rnarchandises qui sont veritttblernent a elle avec les 

mesmes privilege·3 et la mesme franchise susdit comme ez articles 
2e et 3c. 

5.- Le Roy de Siam accorde et par ce traitte authorise le 

principal Officier de h Compag" resident en que!t1ue lieu que ce soit 
de son royaume de Siam qu'en Ctts que Lluelqu'un de ses sen.-item·s 

fran<;ois ou de quelqu'autrd nation que ce soit qui seru. au service de 

la Cornpag" ait quel<1ue pro~ez aYec quek1u'autre serviteurs de la 

CompagJ fran<;oiR on de <luelqu'autre nation que ce soit au service 

de la Compag", le d. principal officier <lui a la commission du Roy 
tres Chrdstien se peut determiner et pronoucer s:~lou le droit de 

chaque pttrtie, et en cas que quelque franc;ois au service de la Com­

pag• commette quelqu'homicide ou autre crime contre un autre 

fran<;ois aURRY an service de la Corupago, <Iu'il peut arrester le 

criminel faif:lant lef:l informations requises pour estre evoyes avec luy 

en France et la recevoir le chastiment deu a ~:;on crime. En cas que 

fluelque serviteurs de la Compag" ayt proce::; civil ou criminel 

contre quel<lu'autre de quelque nation qu'il soit qui ne soit point au 

service de la Compag" ou au contraire <iUe <1uelqu' uu de quelque 

nation <iu'il ::;oit ayt procez civil ou criminel contre t[Uelqu' 
autre f:lerviteurs de la Cumpag", la justice appartient a 
Sa Majeste de Siam. N ea.ntmoins com me Ja nation franc;oise y est 

intercssee, Sa Majeste accorde une cmmnission a l'OfRcier de la Com­

page qui a la commission du Roy tres Chrcstien pour avoir place et 
une voix deftinitive dans la Justice de Sa Majeste ou ce prodll. se 

tenninera. C'est poun1uoy le d. officier preHtera f!erment devant Dieu 
de juger ~:;elon le droit et la justice le demand e. 

6.-Le H.oy de Siam aecordc a la Compag" unc residence a 

Jonsttlem o'u eu tel autre lieu de r:;on distriet et aussy le eomllleree 
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du d. Gouvernement libre. cles d. droits d' entn~e et de sortie comme 

au 2e article, de plus S<t 1\'lttjeste accord e l'entier commerce de cala in 

du susd. GoU\'emement a la d. Cmupag" a l'exclu::;iou, et avec 

deffenses expre::;ses a touttes les autres n11tions de truni:lporter sons 

peine de conti~;;cation 11ni sent app li que la moitie au Roy de Siam, nn 

t!U11rt a Ia Compag" et !'autre quart au denonciatem et la d. Com­
page demeure obl igee de porter les lllarchandi~;;es neces~Xtires pour 

le Commerce et pour le be~;;oin des habitan::; du su::;d. gounmement et 

HC':l districts, de sorte qu'ib ne soient pas obligez de chercher d'antreB 

.moyens pour remedict· a leur~-J besoins, et le counnerce <JU e les d . 

m.1rchund.s ont fait evec les autrc~-J nations en tel cal-l ne sera pete an 

prejudice de ce privilege, mais que sa l\1ajeste levcm ::;es reu tes de 

calain comme cy dev11nt que la Compage y ait rieu a dire. 

N eantmoins les Officiers du Roy depuis le 25 e Septelll bre 

1 ()~8, n'obligeront pas les peuples au d. Gouvemellleut de rece,·oir 

marchandises ny argent pour payer le ccL laiu comme ils ont aceons­

tume, tirant seulement ca qui appartient au H.e,·enu du Roy. Le prix 

du calain et le prix de~:~ t11archandises que la Cmnpag" porte 
dans le d. GJUVdrnement et ses diHtricts pour son commerce ::;erout 

taxes entrd le Gouverneur, OfficierH, et le chef de la Compug ' J et le:-; 

auciens du peuple, et en ca<.; qu'ib 11e s'ccordent pas cela sera retuis a 

!a prudence, direction et jmltice de s11 Majeste pour eH decider. 

7.- Le Roy de Siam donne penniRsion a la Cmnpag" de 

France d'establir des reRidences ou faituries r1uelles jugem a propos 

pour sou commerce en quelque lieu que ce soit de ses Roy11umeH M·ec 

les mesme> pri,·ileges quelle a d11ns It Ville de Siam, dechtrer. cy 
artie les 2, :3 et 4e, a vee cette prO\·ision et ces ad ,·ertis~:~em en ts 

Prernieremrmt qu'a Liguor ou partout ailleurs ou sa Maj este a accorde 

des pri\'ileges aux autres Nations les d. Establissements ne serclnt pas 
au prejudice de~:~ privileges accordez aux d. Nations, secondemeut que 

!a d. Compagc de France voulant e:-;tablir de:-; faitnries en <luelqne 

poHte que ce soit preudra 1' app-obatiou des Miuistres de sa MajeHte 
leur preseutant le plan de Ia ruaison !JUelle veut faire par leur 

approbation. 

8.- Le Roy de Siam accorde a Ia Coutpag" de France 
<ln'eu eaH que (plel<JUe vaiHseaux gmudH ou petits fasseut uaufl'mgeH 



( 34 ) 

:·mr le:-; costes de se::; Royaumes, les Officiers de la Com page preseuts 
on eu tp1e\p1'autres lieux qu'ils soient p:mrront recouvrer tous les 

debris et le:; 11111rchandises 11ui se pourront sam·er du d. nauffrage, 

::;au:-; <pie nul gonYerueur ny autres p:::rsonue:; de <JUelque qualite <IUe 

ce ::;oit le puis::;e empe::;cher. 

9.- Le Roy de Siam donne liberallemeut ala Com page de 

France, la prJpriete eutiere de quel<Iu'Ile commode di::;tante de 10 lieues 

ttn plm; du p:Jrt de Merguy pour ltt fortiffier, y bastir et en user selon 

He/3 intentionH et lad. Compag ' ::;'oblige demut Dieu de ne s'eu sen·ir 

j ;tllU.il:l coutre les droit~; , ou le:-> intere:sts dud. Roy de Siam ny de receYoir 

::;eH ennemis ny de leur donner <IUeltple secours 11ue ce soit qui puisse 

tLiler au prejudice du d. Roy luy accordant toutte souvereinete droits 

.,(, .i u 'ltice et tout 1 :J reste <JUi pent contribuer a rendre Ia d. Com­

pa.g" absolue dans l.t d. Isle, et Sa Majeste saclmnt le Plan et le 

nom de ht d. Ide duunem p<ttente dn don entier de la d. Isle pour luy 
e.t :-;es successeurs. 

10.-Tuus les Fra.n~ois de quelque qmtlite <Jn'ils soient qm se 
JJutrient ou s'est:tblissent de quelqu'uutre liH1niere dans ce Royaume 

de Siam on en tJUeltJUe terre de sa. dependance touttes bs fois qu'ils 
en voudrout sortir aYec leurs familles et domestiques, biens et effets 

ils en am·ont une entiere permission chttque fois qu'ils la re<}Uererout 

sy des debt_s ou auke> ob.igations de justice ne les en empeschent. 

11.- Sa Mujeste defl'end a tous ses Officiers et Sujets de 

conseiller refugier, ou proteger, directement ou indirectement quelque 

franc;ois de quelque qua.lite que ce soit engage:.~ au service du Roy 
tres Chrestien ou de Itt Compagc, et en cas que quelques pen;onues 
cng,1ges au d. service le desertent, les Gouverneurs et les Officiers du 
dit Gouyernement dont ih:; out fnyes les ferunt chercher et livrer tWX 

OfiicierH a quy il appartieuclm. 

12.- Le Roy de Siam ratifie et coufirme le truitte et priYiJeges 

qu'il a twcor.:le tL la Comp<tg" au snjet du poivre de Siam et de ses 
d t'pemhll(;es jm;<lues a Liguur dans la forme dout il fut couvenu 
tmtre Mr. Des!,tude::; et Ocnn Pipat cussaraya Bellat, fttit ht 

l~" Luue le 9 dn croissant de l'annee 10-:1,5 tpli e::.t 0onfonue a la 
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· reformation 2227(1) qui est le ::l" xhre. de l'nnnee lflR4 t-t pour p~nsienrs 

considemtions <pie Ia hnnte de s~1 Mnj este de Siam lny <l sngg~'r? 

il de::!hr<J !'article de la confl sc.tt:on en cette m:miew a sea \'Oir qlH· 

h moitie de tonte:;; lee; confiscations ttn'on fem contr · ~· lt ·s 

cnnt.r e\·eiuntR an d. tritit.te sent pom· Stt M<tjest.e le Ro~· de Ri,nn, H 

!'autre moitie estant. di,·isee en dcnx parties , l'nnr: sPnt pnr In 

Compag~' et !'autre pour le plns flde~le accnsntc·nr. 
Dantntage fJHe pom· e111pekcher tont.tPs sortes de dispntt<:.-; 

CJUi pourroient arri\·er entre les officiers des Magnsins dn Roy et 

cenx de ln. Compag ' ; Tont le p:)i ne que lt: Roy de S iam n 

accordee par le sut l. pri ,. j lege a la Cmnpag<' sf'!' <I g<H.Je dnns nu 

magazin lequel ser,t fenne a donhle cl ef l'un e dest!uelle., sent ~::ntt· e 

les mains des Officiers des Ma.g<tsins du Roy, et !'autre des Officiers 

de ht Compage dJu se feront leR cli,·isions declarees conformement 

an be!nin de clutc<JUe parties, et. de c'' tmit.te on frm trois wppies 

d'nne mesme teneur a scavoir t.roiH en siam1is. trois en fnm~ois et 

trois en portngua.is et an pied rl e clHtcnne seront. ~ ignez les 

susnommez CommisL,ire~ <Wee leur;; scin o· et cachet orclinaire COI111llP 
"' 

on ,·oit cy dessilUR ; Passe <t ht Com de Lom'o le 8e cln Croissant dl:' 

Ia I ere Lnne de l'annee 223}, <}U i e·-;t le nnzieme de decemhre 1!1H7. 

Lalouhet·e Ceheret 

0 
- _ .. -·--· _____ :-]_________ -·----·- -- - ·----

(1) The origion.ll'uns thus: "fn.it Ia l2e lnnl' le .}e du rt·oissant. 
de l'anni•e 1().1/i que es't. conforme fl h\ reformiton 22." Tbii! i;; cm·t.:tinlv a 
laps as. The convent'on alluded to, t he ot·iginn.l of which f<t. ill p~i,.;t.;; 
(Colonies, C'l . 23, p. 72) begin;;, in conformity with the Si:1.me;;p text of the 
Treaty : "Le j t> udy nenfrne. du decrois.;nnt. (sic, probably for " ct·ois;;n.nt.") 
du douzie. moi;; de Si:tm en l 'ann~e de c:tn benjM<OC mil 'JHW',rnte cinlj." 
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Atmmcmn TRAXSLATlOX OF THE SIA:\rF:SE TEXT, 

Oky<• Phm Saclet Surentrathibodi Si Suparat Phiriyaphahn 

n.nr:l, Okphra Si Phiphat Hatanarajakosa on the part of H. M. the 

King of Sittm, and Monsiem La Loubere and Monsieur Ceheret, 

En ,-oys Extravrdinary on the part of H. M. the King of France, conclude 

a treaty with ettch other to settle the atfttirs of the French Company. 

Art. 1:-H. M. the King of Si,un grants to the French 

Company a piece of land near the actual premises of the Company 
in order that a factory mi(J'ht be established there. . "' 

Art. 2 :-H. M. the King of Siam grants to the French 

Company full liberty of commerce in his realm with exemption of 

import (l) and export duties. Tr,tffic in tin (except in Thalang 

Bang Khli = Jimkceylon), i ,-ory, elephant, saltpetre, lead, areca, 
sappan wood, i-; exclusi,·ely resen'ed to the CrmYn. Trade in 

!'-\altpetre, snlphnr, gunpowder and arms is prohibited. The hide 

t.mde in the Kingdom of Siam down to Palmam Bang CIHte Phya 

( = the Bar) remains a monopoly of the Dutch Company (2). 

(1) :--The Si.unese word, which the French text tnwslate;; by 

"UI'Oit. (d'entn;e)" = (import) duty, is ~lfltl\'J· This word which is quite 
obsolete, and is not eYen under;; tood by the Siamese of nowadays, occurs 
agn.in in the OoHI'Pntion between Denmark and Tenasserim (1621 A .D.) 
n.nd cu.n be traced in Ramn, Klmmheng's Inscription, ll. 18-19, in the 
well · known stanz:t: 

1u Jl ~ ~~l 1u 1l1 tJ 1~1 !~ll~m u 1m '"lfltl\'J 1u lra 
ProfP.i'\:';01' Bmdley's tran>;lation of these lai'\t word>; : " he would 

inVP3t in t.he pPoplP," ap:tl't fl'om bPing meaningl ess, is obviously fnlse, for 
iu Rlim:l KhamhPng's Inscription the particle denoting the fnture is 
<'Ollstantly writ.t.en '"l!l!l not '"j. 

~[oreover t.here is no >;pace on the stone between the two charn.cters 
'"l Rnd fl, which proves thn.t. Wf' hrwe to dertl with n single word, pronounced: 
r.hnkop. This is rtn old Khmet' word meaning properly "to bind, to tie, a 
bond, a t.ie," which i,; no longet' n;;ed, hut its sanskt·it equivalent bandh.a., 
"n. boncl, a. tie," is precisely u~ed in modet·n Cnmbodin.n with the l!ense of 
"tnx, dnty. " The sen;;e of ~llltl\'J is therefore "duty, tax," n.nd the 
eol'!'ect t.rrtn>;la.t.ion of R,1m,1. Khamlteng';; text quottld above i~ thus : " In 
the ll'<ltf! t' are fi;;h, in the field is t·ice t!1e, Lord of the realm does not levy 
trt.x on his pP-ople". 

(2) V. the Tt·P.:lty between the King of Siam and the Dutch Ea;;t 
ln.-\i:t Company, dated Angn;;t 2nd, 1664, published in State Pape?'s of 
t/,P. ll1nrtdmn of Siron, pp. 233-237. 
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The Company's \·essels are exempted from any Yisit and are 

only re<}uested to give a writtt•n declaration of their content at 

Thonlmri ( = Bangkok), for the ,-essels sailing up the riYer and at 

Ayudhya fot· the vessels sailing down. 

Art. 3 :-The merchant:-:; buying go;JdR from the Company are 

exempted hom Import and Export duties. 

Art. 4 :- The same priYilegcs are gmnted to foreign yessels 

loaded with the Company's goods. 

Art. 5 :- The King of Siam grants full jurisdiction to the 

principal officer of the Com pany in case of dispute between 

indi ,-iduals in the service of the Company either French, or belong­

ing to any other nationality. In case one of the parties is not in the 

service of the Company the jnrisdiction belong·s to the King of Siam, 

but the principal officer of the Company has the right to :-:;it in the 

Tribunal after haYing taken an oath. 

Art. 6 :- The King of Siam concedes a residence in Thalang 

:Rang Khli or any other place in the district (of Junkceylon) where 

the Comp11ny will enjoy full liberty of trade, a:-:; provid~d under Art. 

2 and 3, " ·ith the monopoly of the Tin-Tmde. 

Art. 7 :- The Company may establish factories anywhere in 

the Kingdom or its dependencies, and enjoy the same liberty as pro­

Yided under Art. 2, 3, 4, 5, with the exception of Nakhon (Si Tham­

marat) where the tin-trade iR a monopoly of the Dutch Company. 

Art. 8 :-The Officer of the Company haye the right. to claim 

the wreck and waifs they might find on the co:tsts of Siam. 

Art.. fl :~The King of Si<lm concedeR to the Company the 

ab,~olute property of an island diRbtnt of 10 leagut~R from Mergui, 

with permission t.o fortify it and w~e it for any pnrpose whaten~r, 

with the ~ole restriction that it will not be nsed ngninst the King 

of Siam. 

Art. 10 :- A,ny French established in Siam or it:-:; dependencies 

with his wife and children can leM·e the L nitory in full liberty, 

proYided he will pay his debts. 

Art. 11 :-Siame!':e Oflicers are forbidden to assist any French 

wishing to desert the Comr any's or the King of France's sen·ice. 
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Art. 12 :-The cmwention on pepper-t.ra,de pas~ed between 

Khun Phiphat Kosa mja balat and Mr. Bonreau-Deshmdes on the 

9th of the waxing moon of the 12th month (chulast~knmt) 1045, i. e. 

Phutthasalmrn.t 2227, is confirmed. In case of cnnfisctltion , the 

seizure will be di,·ided in four parts, two for A. M. the King of Siitm, 

one for the Company, n.nd one for the princip<tl denunci<ttor. Pepper 
will be stored in a wnre-houAe, which will be shut with two loeb; and 

key:-:;, one of which will be kept by the Officer:-; in charge of the 

Royn.l \Vare-honses, and the other by the Officers of the Company. 

(The conclu:-:;ion of the Treaty nms tlm:-:; :) 

'fhree copies of thi:-:; treaty in Siamese, thn~e m French, and 
three in Portugue:-:;e ha,·e been made, and to each of these htti'e bet>n 

affixed the signature:-:; and sea,):-:; of the delegate:-:; as may be :-:;een 

hereaftet·. Made at Lopburi, Thursda.y the 8th of the waxing moon 

of the lst month , in the year thoh nnpaRok 2231/32. 

'fhis treaty which wa,:-:; highly R<tti:-:;f,tctory for the Com­

pany was brought b.tck by La Loubere in July 1688 and was 
ratifie::l by King Loui:-:; XI V at Versitilles seyen months hl.t.er. 

'fhe text of this rittification which is added on the la:-:;t. page 

of the French text runR thus :-

Nous ayant agreable le susd. TraiM en tons et un chacun les 

al'ticle:-:; (]Ui y soqt contenus, avons iceux accepte, approuve, ratifie, 

et confinne, et par ceR pn~Aentes signees de nre. mttin, accepton:-:;, 

approu vons, ratiffions, et confiL·monR, promettant en foy et parolle 

de Roy de l'accomplit·, obset'\'eL' et faire observer• sincerement et de 
bonne foy sans allet·, ny souffrir qu'il soit aile directcmcnt on 

inditectement au cuntmit·e pour quelqne ca.nse et occasion (1ue ce 

puisse estre. En t esmoin de qnoy, nous avons avons fait mett.re 

nre. Reel a ces d. presenteR. Donne a versailles le \o ingt cincluiesme 
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jour de Fevrier L'an de grace Mil six cens <JUatre-vingts neuf, et de 

nostre regne le <JUaraute-sixiesme. 
- LOUIS 

/ \ 

(\" ) 
------ COLBERT 

(Ib icl., p. :8.)9) 

In spite of that solemn ratification, and of all the signatures 

and seals which adorn it, the treaty never came iuto force. In the 

meantime, between the date of its conclusirm at Lopburi, and the 

date of its ratification at Versaill e~ came the Revolution of 1G88. 

And the antichristi.tn reacti::m which followed completely eradicated 
French influence in Siam. 

So that, novvj that treaty is not much better than a scrap of 

paper. But in view of the total destruction of the Siamese Archives 

during thR buming of Ayudhya such documents as the convention 

between Denmark and Tenas~erim in 1621, whose original in Siamese 

is still kept in the Royal Archives at Copenhagen, and this treaty 
with France are invalua.ble documents, for want of which we 

should not even know how ancient Siamese diplomatic instruments 

looked like. 

This will, I hope, justify its publication. 

·---·-----------------
'Nly most re::;pectful thank::; are due to om· Vice-P<Ltron,. His Royal 

Highness Prince Damrong Rajaunbhab, to whom I 11m indebted for several 
m;efnl suggestions, and who has done me the honour of reading through the 
proof>:>. 
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